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LOCAL COYEENMENT AM) TAXATION OF TOWNS INQUIRY 
COMMISSION (IRELAND). 


EEPOET-PABT III. 


TO HIS GBACE JOHN WINSTON, DUKE OF MABLBOROUGH, K.G. 

LORD LI EUTEH ANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND. 


May it please Your Grace, 


Your Grace having been pleased to extend our Warrant from the 1st March, 
1S 77__to which it had been extended at the date of our First Report— to the 30th day 
of June, inst., we have now the honour to submit the report of our proceedings, together 
with the evidence taken, in pursuance of the Commission intrusted to us, upon our 
inquiries at the 19 undermentioned Towns, viz. : — 


Cashel 

Newry. 

Portadown. 

Dundalk. 

Ardee. 


Kells. 

Naas. 

Drogheda. 

Enniskillen. 

Londonderry. 


Coleraine, 
Fethard. 
Dublin. 
Wexford, 
New Ross, 


Tuam. 

Cookstown. 

Sligo. 

Galway. 


These towns, which include the five Municipal Boroughs left unvisited at the date of 
our First Report, have been — with the exception of Cashel — all visited by us since the 
renewal of our Warrant on the 1st March last. 

It will be seen that this list includes the small Town of Cookstown, which we had 
not anticipated the necessity of visiting, but two urgent requests haying been addressed 
to us by the Town Commissioners, praying for a personal investigation on the spot, we 
thought it better that one of our number should comply with their wish, and Mr. 
Exham, q.c., accordingly did so on the 21st ultimo. _ 

On the other hand three small towns mentioned in our First Report as likely to 
demand local inquiry, viz., Belturbet; Newbridge, and Strabane, we have not visited, 
the time at our disposal not having admitted of our doing so, and we having had reason 
to believe that no adequate object would be obtained by our further delaying for that 
purpose the completion of this Report. (See Answers to Queries addressed to these 
places -in Appendix No. 3, Part I.) „ 

The labour of preparing and passing through the press Part II. of our General Report, 
containing reports on, and evidence taken at Belfast, Trim, and Wicklow— the evidence 
taken at Belfast alone extending over 15 Jays— has, in conjunction with the revision of 
the evidence taken in the course of our later investigations, occupied so great a portion 
of our time that we found it would he quite impossible to conclude these inquiries so as 
to allow a reasonable time for passing the evidence, and our reports thereon, through 
the press, unless we availed ourselves, even more largely than before, of our discretionary 
power of holding separate inquiries. 

This we have accordingly done, and have thus been enabled to effect to some extent 
a very useful and necessary division of labour between the work of revision for the press 
and that of local inquiry. „ 

The inquiry at Dublin, which by the resolution of the Select Committee of the Rouse 
of Commons, and the terms of your Grace’s letter of the 13th of April last, was limited 
to four points, occupied five days, and that at Kingstown extended over no less than 
eight. A list of the several towns here reported on, and the date upon which the 
Inquiry was held in each, will he found prefixed to this Report. , 

We now proceed without further comment to submit, in the order m which the 
several towns were visited, such remarks as appear to be called for upon the majority 
of these towns ; and we subjoin special reports upon Newry, Dublin, Wexford, Sligo, 
Galway, and Cashel— the importance, and, in some instances, the peculiar circumstances 
of which towns appear to demand more detailed notice than can be well introduced 
within the scope of a. General Report. 
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Mr.W. J. Paul. 
Ev. 2-6. 


Ev. 13, 14. 
Kv. 14, 15. 


Kv. 16-21. 


F.v. 23. 

Ev. 24-28. 

Ev. 23-35. 


Ev. 5C, 57. 


Ev. 54-5S. 
Ev. 88-91. 

Ev. 54-87 


2 LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND TAXATION INQUIRY COMMISSION (IRELAND). 


Portadown. — The Towns Improvement Act, 1854, was adopted in Portadowu earlv 
in 1S55, and the town has been since governed by fifteen Town Commissioners, elected 
under that Act. 

The only property possessed by the Town Commissioners consists of the Town Hall 
which they hold under a lease for ever from the Duke of Manchester, at the yearly 
rent of £1 4s. 3d, and of shambles or markets, which they hold on lease at the yearly 
rent of £22 2s. 5 cl., and part of which they have let for building at a trifling advance 
upon this rent. 

The Commissioners do not receive any tolls or dues of any kind, but the Duke of 
Manchester has promised to grant to them his rights to fairs and markets in the town 
at a nominal price ; and it is the intention of the Commissioners, when this grant— 
which is in course of preparation — shall be completed, to establish public markets in 
the town, and fairs to be held on a fair green which they have already secured. At 
present the fairs and markets are held in the streets, and are generally objected to by 
the inhabitants. 

The Town Commissioners levy three rates, viz. : — an improvement rate which has 
never exceeded Is. in the pound, which is the rate this year, a sewerage rate of 2 d. in 
the pound, and a mortgage rate of 3d. in the pound for securing loans. 

Portadown is not, for the purpose of county taxation, separated from the county of 
Armagh ; and county cess is levied in the town. 

The amount of the levy last year was £1,328 Is. Gd, being Is. 9 d. in the pound. 
The county, however, contributes half the expense of making flagways, and in some 
cases of repairs of the streets, and the contribution last year was £235 Os. 9 d. 

The Commissioners have, from time to time, borrowed moneys to the amount of 
£1,380 for different purposes within the scope of their powers, of which the interest, and 
£580 of the principal has been paid off, and their capital debt now stands at £800. 


Dundalk.— -The Towns Improvement Act of 1854 was adopted in Dundalk in 1S55. 
The municipal body consists of eighteen Commissioners who are elected by the 
four wards into which the town is divided. These wards, their valuations, and the 
number of voters and representatives of each are as follows 

Wards - Valuation. Voters. Commissioners. 


Seatown Ward, 
Middle Ward, 
North Ward, 
South Ward, 


£ s. d. 

7,794 10 0 299 6 

6,1S9 15 0 306 6 

3,010 15 0 188 3 

2,87G 15 0 177 3 


19,871 15 0 970 18 

The Town Commissioners have not any control over, and do not derive any income or 
the Port and Harbour of Dundalk, which is under the management of the 
Dundalk Harbour Commissioners who are constituted by a special Act of Parliament. 

lhe Town Commissioners have not any property, save the Exchange Buildings 
pui chased by them, in which are the Town Hall, offices, and public news-room and 
™ r V r ° m ^ hic]l there are some sma11 annual receipts. (See Appendix No. 2.) 

ihe Town Commissioners have for several years levied three rates annually, viz. 
an improvement rate of Is. in the pound under the 17 & 18 Vic., cap. 103, a 
mortgage rate of 3 d. in the pound under Section 69 of the same Act, and a library rate 
of Id. m the pound under the IS 1 19 Vic., cap. 40, “ The Public Libraries (Ireland), 
Act, 1855. v 

. Th ? mortgage rate, which was originally id. in the pound, was first levied in 1865, 
m order to secure repayment of .64,000 which the Town Commissioners in that year 
borrowed from a banking company, to enable them to purchase for public purposes 
e Exchange Buildings above referred to, and the buildings so purchased were 
conveyed to three trustees for the purposes above mentioned, and the trusts are duly 
declared by deed— £2,000 of the £4,000 has been since paid off by the application of 
the 3a. rate and the trifling income derived from these buildings, leaving still due 
£2,000 which constitutes the only capital debt of the Town Commissioners of 
Dundalk. 

The Is. rate last year amounted to £899 17s. 3d 
The 3d rate to £224 l_9s. 4d, and the Id rate to £74 19s. 9 d 
Objection has .been raised to these rates, especially the 3d and the id rate, by 
persons residing just within the outskirts of the borough, who complain that they do 
n ° r PE n ^+'^ ec ^al ^vantages of lighting, &c., with their fellow townsmen. 

.'tiTa t 1S “g-kted with, gas supplied by the Dundalk Gas Company by contract 
v itli the lown Commissioners. There was some suggestion that shareholders in the 
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GENERAL REPORT. 


3 


Gas Company ought not to be Commissi onei's, but it was not shown that any wrong Dundalk. 
had resulted from the two or three instances in which this was the case. Mr.Parw, 

The town is not, for purposes of self-government or county taxation, separated from Ev ‘ 17,5 188 * 
the county of Louth. 

The principal streets of the town are repaired, maintained, and kept as county 
roads by the Grand Jury of the county of Louth, but, with some trifling exception, Ev - ,82 - 
the cost of all flagging and the maintenance of the footpaths is defrayed by the Town 
Commissioners out of the improvement rate. 

The county cess for the year ending June, 1876, was, including the spring and 
summer levies, at the rate of Is. 1 id. in the pound; the valuation of the barony of 
Dundalk is £51,060, and its contribution to county at large purposes for the year 
1876 was £1,941. The valuation of the town being £19,801, its fair proportion of 
contribution to county at large purposes would be about £750, whereas it amounted, at 
Is. lid. in the pound, to about £1,900. About two years ago the Town Commissioners 
sought to have the expense of the drainage of the town placed on the county, but this 
was refused. 

It will be seen from the evidence of Mr. Murray, the Town Surveyor, and of the very 
able and intelligent consulting sanitary officer, Dr. Browne, that the sanitary condition 
of Dundalk is bad. A good deal has been done to improve the state of the town, and 
particularly of the houses of the poorer classes, by the Town Commissioners and their Ev. aso-ssa 
sanitary officers ; but the sewerage of the town is very defective and quite insufficient, 27 x ^79 
and until this defect be remedied no real improvement can be made. 

A very great want in the town is that of a public water supply. There are public Ev. 211 s, 322- 
pumps provided by the Town Commissioners for the use of the people, but the water 331 ’' 
in more than one of them has been contaminated by sewage or by saline matter at Ev. 284-296. 
times of high tides, and some of the pumps have been permanently, and others tempo- 
rarily closed. 

A great nuisance, and one dangerous to health in the town, is the very overcrowded Ev. 299 - 305 . 
state of the graveyards, which ought, in the medical officers’ opinion, to be closed. Ev - 303 - 

There is a piece of ground called the fair-green, on which fairs are held, but markets Ev. 244-252. 
are still held weekly in the open space called the market Lyceum, and in the other 
streets, thus causing obstruction and creating a nuisance in the town. The fair-green Ev. 30 s. 
appears, from the evidence of Dr. Browne, to be in a very defective condition. 

Ardee. — We thought it our duty to visit Ardee, because in the answers by the Town ai.hee. 
Commissioners to the queries sent by us it was stated that the Town Commissioners 
under the 17 & 18 Vie., cap. 103, were possessed of property consisting of lands and 
houses. 

Upon inquiry at Ardee, it transpired that the property consisted not of lands but of ^ 25 ' u 4 * 
certain head-rents payable by neighbouring landed proprietors and others, amounting 
annually to £61 18s. 9 cl. 

These rents, which are not liable to any change or reduction, had been the property 
of the former Corporation of Ardee, and have since been successively received by the 
Commissioners under the 9th Geo. IV., cap. 82, and the Town Commissioners under 
the 17 & 18 Vic., cap. 103. 

The Inquiry at Ardee, however, proved to be of some importance as disclosing the 
absolute want of all sanitary arrangements, or of the most ordinary precautions for iC7^ 
ensuring the health of the inhabitants. Ev.’ itg- 182. 

There is not a single sewer or main drain in the town into which connecting drains **£ 20 ^- 200 . 
can be carried from .the dwelling-houses. Mr. Markey, 

Many of the houses are without any space at the rere, and without any closet or privy Magee, 8 ' 
accommodation whatever, and the consequences are described in the evidence of Mr. Ev. 235. 
Peter Mackey, Ev. 230 to 234. g?*"* 

Cess-pools and dung-heaps are kept close to the doors of the poorer houses, pigs are Mr. MirUey, 
kept in the houses, pools of stagnant water, and all kinds of filth and refuse, are to be v ‘ " u ~" 
found along the streets and lanes where the poorer people live ; and one lane, called 
College-lane, on both sides of which people live in cabins, was described by one of the 
residents in it — Mr. William Gurrell — as impassable from the filth and ordure heaped 
in it. 

The houses and cabins on either side are entirely without any rere accommodation, or 
the means of having it, and the centre of the lane is made the immediate depository of 
the refuse and filth of these miserable dwellings. 

It was stated on the Inquiry that College-lane was, in fact, a common privy, and that Ev. 233. 
no person could go through it without having sight, smell, and sense of decency offended. 

Nothing appears to have been done by the Guardians of the Ardee Union, as the 
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Rural Sanitary Authority, to remedy the atrocious condition of this locality, nor indeed 
to promote any sanitary improvement of the town. 

The town pays its proportion of county cess — about £300 a year — and the main 
streets are repaired and maintained as county-roads by the contractors, under the Grand 
Jury, but the smaller streets and lanes are entirely neglected by the County Surveyor. 

The main evils here described could not be effectually remedied without the intro- 
duction of a proper system of sewerage ; but from its situation it would appear that the 
town could be easily drained, and it was stated that in 1875 the Town Commissioners at 
their personal cost had plans and specifications for making main sewers in the town 
drawn up by the oounty surveyor, and thus sought, but without success, to get the 
necessary work presented for by the Grand J ury. 

Mr. Gurrell in March, 1877, sent to the Local Government Board, Ireland, a memorial, 
signed by several residents in and about College-lane, representing and complaining of 
the state of that locality. The Local Government Board acknowledged its receipt, 
and transmitted it to the Poor Law Guardians, the rural sanitary authority, who 
caused a notice, a copy of which is printed in the evidence, to be served upon the 
Town Commissioners, but did nothing more, and the nuisances of all kinds remain 
undisturbed. 

Kells. — -The town of Kells is governed by fifteen Commissioners under the Towns 
Improvement Act of 1854. 

The late town clerk was a defaulter to the amount of £150 Is. !>^d. He had never 
been called upon to execute a bond, nor asked to find sureties, until the Commissioners 
had reason to believe there was a deficiency, when he was, of course, unable to procure 
them. No portion of the £150 has been since paid, nor is there any probability that it 
ever will be. Indeed the Commissioners at their last meeting on the 5th March, just 
previous to this inquiry, cancelled the debt without any steps having been taken for its 
recovery, though the late town clerk was, it appeared, still residing in the town, and 
the auditor had certified the amount to be due from him prior to November last. There 
does not seem to have been any appeal against the auditor’s decision, and it might con- 
sequently have been expected that he would in the meantime have instituted proceed- 
ings for the recovery of the debt under the powers vested in him by the 13th section of 
the Local Government Act of 1871, but the present town clerk, stated that -• fie left it 
to the Commissioners to take proceedings for its recovery or cancel the debt,” and no 
proceedings were consequently taken. 

No rate has ever been levied here, the Town Commissioners deriving an income of 
£1,200 a year from 312 acres (Irish), or over 500 statute acres of land, known as the 
“ Commons of Loyd,” which acreage exactly corresponds with that traced into the 
possession of the old Corporation by Mr. Baldwin the Commissioner who reported it) l S33. 

From 24 to 25 acres of this are let in four small lots or holdings, viz., 8 acres to Lord 
Headfort; 8a. 2r. 2Sp. to Cornelius Gavin, the “herd” or caretaker of the lands; 
5a. Ir. 5p. to this man’s mother-in-law, which he farms for her;* and 2a. 1r. 30p. fothe 
widow of an old freeman. 

The remainder of the lands of Loyd, about 287 acr.es, are let each year, partly as 
meadow land for hay, partly for grazing, and partly for tillage. The first crop of the 
meadow land (about 05^ acres), .is let alw.ays by auction, and on the grazing land (over 
100 acres), cattle are taken in upon ley by .the Commissioners, Seven Commissioners 
had cattle on ley there last year, but the town clerk .said they .were always charged the 
same rate per head as other people, and he believed that to be a fair price. 

On the other hand, Mr. Freeman, one of the Town Commissioners, does not think they 
get the best price obtainable for the cattle thus taken, and he believes the Commissioners 
are to some extent influenced by the members of their own body having cattle on the 
land, and that this consideration also influences them in reserving, as they did last year, 
and have done in previous years, the after-grass of the meadow land to eke out the pas- 
turage for these cattle, instead of always letting fhjs after-grass by auction, when it 
would probably produce an average of at least £1 per acre, which would result in an 
addition to their income of from over £60 to £70 a year. 

There remain 1.1 7^ acres of arable land, which is let in lots for two years at a time, 
at rents fixed by the Commissioners themselves according to the nature of the crop, 
which is preyiously stipulated for during each successive jetting. 

Som.e of .these accommodation lots appear to have been held .by (Commissioners more 
frequently in past years than of late. Only one Commissioner was mentioned as holding 
any at the present time, and he held but .three roods. 

* For^the circumstances of these lettings, and especially those to -Cornelius Gavin apd Lis ipotljer-iD-law, see 
Ey. 40—76, and Table of Lettings, Ac,, <5cc., since 1840, (Appendix 4, page 35.4,) 
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A.11 the accumulations of manure from the street-sweepings, &c., have been for the last ****■ 
five years at least used in manuring this land, instead of being periodically sold, as is Ev 

usually done elsewhere. , 

Besides these “lands of Loyd” the Commissioners rent on lease from Lord Headtort Ev - 82 1<H - 
a duno- yard, and a plot of valuable grass land adjoining it, at £9 15s. per annum, and a 
cottage and gardens, known as “ the Maudlin Gardens,” at £5 15s. per annum. A portion 
of the latter is let at £4 a year to the Gas Company, as arranged with Lord Headtort Ev. 97. 
at the time the lease was granted by him, and the remainder consists of three gardens 
and a cottage, of which the latter and one garden are given rent free to Frank Smith, Ev. m, V2T- 
the steward 0 to the Commissioners, an d the two remaining gardens, which are said to Ev ''ur>-io 0 . 
be worth from £1 to £l 10s. a week each, are let to two of the Town Commissioners, 
one at 8s. 5 d., and the other at lls. a week. . 

It appears that in January, 1872, the cottage and garden were let to this Frank Ev.i36.i4i. 
Smith at id. a week, he having been engaged six months previously at 10s. a week, 
which wages were on two subsequent occasions raised to 15s. a week, at which they 

now stand. „ , , . . , . , 

He has never, however, paid any rent for the cottage and garden, which it was Ev. 142 . 
admitted would readily let for £7 a year, and which clearly were not, as the Town ev. m, wo. 
Clerk at first supposed, given him in part payment of wages at the time he was first 

em fhere is also a small car house erected on part of the same premises, which a towns- 
man named William Govern was allowed to put up and to hold rent free, for which no Ev. wo-iso. 
authority could be found on the Commissioners’ books. 

The piece of grass land, on a portion of which the dung yard stands, was let last year 
to a Mr. Connor for £20, and realized about the same amount in each of the two pre- Ev. m, 122 . 
cedino- years. Upon these three occasions it has been let by competition, but prior to 
that Mr Farrell Tully, one of the two Commissioners to whom the Maudlin-street Ev. 109 , 110 . 
wardens were let, had the after-grass of this portion for four or five years, at the rate of Ev. 111 -iu. 
about £2 a year, from his brother. Commissioners, which Mr. Freeman, now a Commis- 
sioner (and himself an auctioneer by profession), considered to be worth about £4 10s. E v. no. 

This Mr. Freeman and Mr. Geo. Mullan, another Commissioner, to whose recent 
introduction into the body Mr. Freeman attributed considerable improvement in their 
financial managemen t, both gave evidence as to the debts incurred by the Commissioners. 

Until within the last three or four years there was not even a Finance Committee, Mr. Freeman, 
and in their late clerk’s time their monetary affairs were in great confusion. Bills were Ev 465-468. 
not paid as they became due, and when in want of cash for current expenses, they seem 
to have been in the. habit of giving promissory notes to the bank, and from time to time ^ ^ 4?6 
renewing them. A better system it is to be hoped is now inaugurated. One promissory 
note for £4Q0 was paid off ‘in 1S75, which, however, left £.1,000 still due to the bank Ev.4i9. 
on notes of hand given by the Commissioners, which was subsequently reduced by Ev . 430 - 430 . 
£300 more.' The Commissioners have since borrowed from the bank £1,200, at 4 per Mr. o.Muiian. 
cent., to enable them to clear off all the outstanding debts, with the cognisance of the • 

Local Government Auditor, upon the understanding set forth m his letter to the I own Ev.487. 
Clerk, of the 11th of January last (see Appendix 4, page 353). . 

Mr. Mullan was under the impression that the Local Government Board had given 
their consent to this course } but this, as we anticipated, was found to be a mistake. 

When it is considered that the Town Commissioners at present pay their herd or 
caretaker of the corporate lands £70 a year, the overseer of the same lands £36, and Mr. Norm 
the steward £39, and that six other men are employed really for vepr little else but Ev ; 822 82e ; 
fencing and other work upon these lands, it is. tolerably clear that there is room for 83i-^^ 
further economy in this direction. , . Ev. 493 . 

The Board of Guardians is the sanitary authority of Kells, the population not being 
much in excess of 3,000, 


Naas, which, adopted the Towns Improvement Act immediately after its passing m — 
1854, has a population of only between three and four thousand, and we should scarcely, ^J^- 3 - 
therefore, have thought it necessary to visit and report upon it but for the remarkable Ev. 4 . 
illustration which is here afforded of the facility with which so many of the old Irish 
Corporations were induoed to divest themselves of the property held by them in trust 
at the instance of some neighbouring noble, or influential landowner. 

The report of Mr, Baldwin, the Commissioner who visited Naas in 1833, which will 
be found at pages 219 and 220 of the Report of the Municipal Corporations Commis- 
sioners of 1835, is most instructive as to the inode in which corporate property was then 
dealt with, ; and although his visit appears to have been just in time to prevent the Dr. ^ 9 a J^ 05 _ 
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execution of a conveyance, then already prepared, of the last remnant of the corporate 
estates to the then Lord Mayo (to whose predecessor a previous fee-farm grant had been 
made of a larger portion), it did not prevent the alienation of this property in 1835, at 
the request of the said Lord Mayo, to trustees nominated by him for boardino- out 
and educating destitute orphans of Protestant parents, upon the terms mentioned in the 
deed of the 19th of November, 1835, from which we have extracted the following : — 

On the 19tli November, 1835, the then Corporation of Naas, at the request of John, then Earl of Mayo, 
conveyed to the Rev. Walter Burghe (Vicar of Naas), the Rev. Arthur John Preston, Hercules Robinson' 
Captain, r.n., Richard Bourke, Esq., and Ponsonby Moore, esq. (trustees nominated and appointed by the said 
Earl of Mayo), and their heirs for ever, all the lands, tenements, or hereditaments granted by King James the 
First in 1609, to the sovereign, portreeves, burgesses, and commonalty of Nuts, except only so much thereof 
as had been previously conveyed in fee-farm in the year 1785 to John, then Viscount Naas (the grandfather of 
the said Earl of Mayo, party to this deed of 1835), reserving to the Corporation the yearly rent of £12, npou 
trust, to apply the rents and profits of the said lands and premises in providing ‘ suitable diet, lodging, clothing, 
and Scriptural education in Protestant principles ’ for destitute orphans of Protestant parents, and to apprentice 
them to Protestant masters and mistresses of approved religious principles and conduct, the children of such 
parents as have been resident in Naas or its neighbourhood to be always preferred to the children of parents 
unconnected with the said Town of Naas.” 

This deed was sealed with the Corporation seal and was executed by the Hon. and 
Rev. G. F. Bourke (as sovereign) ; John Cannon and John Bourke (as portreeves) ; Hon. 
and Rev. Joseph Bourke, Deau of Ossory, Robert Bourke, and Sackville Gardner Bourke 
(as burgesses) ; and John W. Bourke, John Rutherford, and Robert Uniacke (freemen). 
Also by the said Earl of Mayo and the said trustees named in the deed ; and on the 
27th January, 1836, the execution of the deed was duly registered in the Registry of 
Deeds Office, Dublin. 

The rental of these lands conveyed by the deed was at least £322 17s. 7|d., and 
probably much more, as the town and lands of Gingerstown, estimated at 60 acres, and 
20 acres of the lands called “ Magdalen’s,” were, we find, included in tins Conveyance, 
and were not comprised in the fee-farm grant in 1785 to the former Lord Mayo, as it 
was supposed by Mr. Baldwin (the Commissioner who reported in 1835) they might 
have been. — (Vide page 21 S, Appendix, Part I., of Municipal Corporations Report, 
1835.) 

•>o : ST Ev ' - P ar ^ even °P ^e £12 a year reserved rent comes to the hands of the Commis- 
sioners; and the only consideration shown for the inhabitants of Naas in the whole 
transaction was the reservation of a preference for “ the children of parents resident in 
Naas or its neighbourhood,” which has been practically of but little avail, us it appears 
that only one such child — and that one now dead — has, during at least the last two and 
a half years, shared in the benefit of this Trust. 

Opinions may be, and are, very much divided as to the advantages arising from the 
“ boarding out of pauper or destitute children ; but that corporate lands, producing a 
rental of at least £322 a year, should be thus appropriated to putting out to nurse and 
subsequently apprenticing some thirty-five children almost -wholly unconnected with 
Naas, can only be considered a grievous wrong to the inhabitants and ratepayers of 
the town. 

The sanitary condition of Naas, especially the drainage and water supply, require 
more attention than they appear to have received from the Board of Guardians, who 
are the sanitary authority. 

Drogheda. The Corporation of Drogheda— one of the ten Municipal Corporations 
included m Schedule A of the 3 & 4 Vic., c. 1 OS— adopted the Towns Improvement Act 
of 1854 in the following January,' but the only rate ever laid under that Act having 
been contested at great expense, no attempt has been since made to levy another. 

The Corporation consists of twenty-four members — eighteen Town Councillors and six 
Aldermen, elected from three wards, which remain the same as set out in the Act of' 
Previous to the passing of that Act the municipal boundaries, which now embrace 
only about 450 acres, were conterminous with the Parliamentary boundaries, comprising 
5,758 acres, ihe Grand Jury of the county of the town of Drogheda have only juris- 
diction within the present municipal limits, but the restriction of those limits under the 
Act of 1840 is felt as a very great grievance, and was about two years ago the subject 
of an apphcation to the Local Government Board. 

The terms of that application appear, however, to have been held by the Board “not 
sufficiently specific to enable them to act upon it.” 

avenue of the Corporation is derived almost exclusively from real property. 
Iheir landed estates in the counties of Louth and Meath, and their house property in 
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the county of the town of Drogheda, yield a rental of £3,316 from 34S holdings. About dbowieda. 
£2,000 a year of this arises from property in county Louth, between £700 and £800 a Mr . 
vear from county Meath, and the remainder from the town property. Ev - 1 8 - 

The dues from the public cranes, last let at £150 for the year, and the pett } 7 sessional «„d m 5 °' 
fines, received for the first time last year through the intervention of Mr. Collot, the |^- ^jj 69 - 
Auditor, form the only other, permanent sources of income. Mr. Collot has also had to e£ 
draw attention to the large arrears of rent which have been suffered to run on ; and 33 ^ 412 ’ 
although these were reduced in less than a year from over £1,300 for the half-year to a 
little over £800 at the beginning of last year, they had again accumulated to £953 5s. 2 cl. | r £ 
at the close of the year. 

Large as are the estates held by the present Corporation, they are considerably less 
than those held by their predecessors, corporate property to the value of about £600 a Mr. Moore, 
year having been sold in the Incumbered Estates Court in 1856, with the proceeds of Ev ' I7b ' 
which about £16,000 of old debts were said to have been paid off. One holding, which 
got into the possession of a certain Alderman Cai'ty, a member of the old Corporation, Ey. 171-175. 
has been in dispute for nearly forty years. An ejectment having been brought against 
this Alderman for the recovery of the premises, the High Sheriff, we were told, was 
challenged by him to take possession, and the Corporation being unable to identify the Ev . 174i ir5 . 
exact property, the Sheriff refused to execute the writ. The present occupier is Carty’s 
representative, and the arrear of rent beiug still carried on in the rental from year to 
year, accounts for about £210 of the large arrears above alluded to. 

A Mr. Holmes, who was town clerk under the old Corporation, had obtained several Ev. 199-202. 
leases for long periods, between the passing of the first Act (of 1836) restraining the 
alienation of corporate property and 1840. These leases, with others, were recovered 
upon appeal to the House of Lords, but seem to have been generally re-let to the tenants 
iu occupation ; and although professional valuers were said to have been called in to Ev . i B o, 197 , 
value the lands before re-letting, they appear to have been re-let, at least in some 19S > anJ 
instances, very much below their actual value. v ' " 

- >ne lease only appears to have been made since 1S40 to a member of the Corporation, ey. 210 - 228 . 
and that was of a house in the town of Drogheda to Alderman Campbell, who was 
the occupying tenant under one of these leases recovered from Holmes, and to whom 
the premises were re-grauted, at an increased rent, for a term of thirty-one years, in 
1857. 

The property called “ Alderman’s Acres,” from its having been subdivided among the 
members of the old Corporation in small lots of from one to two acres each, was also 
recovered by the new Corporation between 1856 and 1858, proceedings having been Ev. 257-263. 
commenced for the recovery of these lots about 1854. These, and any farms which have Ev. 255,250. 
fallen in since 1S56, appear to have been all put up to public competition ; but it would Ev . 212. 
seem that a different rule has prevailed with respect to house property in the town, |v. 210, and 
which is generally valued as it falls in by some two or three members of the Corporation, Mr.’ kln’em, ’ 
who fix what they believe to be a fair rent, at which it is offered to the occupying tenant. ® aM^Curtb, 
We were told that they usually look to the poor law valuation as a guide, and add a Ev. 629-638. 
percentage to that, and that in no instance was it believed there had been any letting Ev - 2l3-215, 
since 1856 below Griffith’s valuation. 

In the course of the next ten years a considerable number of old leases will fall in E y. iso. 
and the borough treasurer (Mr. Moore), who is also collector of the Corporate rents, 
anticipates an increased rental therefrom of about £2,000 a year. 

The entire charges on the Corporate property amount to £9,400, of which one bond Mr. Kiueen, 
tor £5,000 is at 4^ per cent, interest, one for £1,200 at 4| per cent, and the remainder Ev- 82 - 
at 5 per cent., with the exception of £100, known as “ Mr. Bellew’s Bequest,” which was Mr. Kiiieeu, 
a bequest of that amount to the old Corporation on condition of their paying £6 annually i'oi. 

to th6 poor of St. John’s. * Mr. Moore, 

Head and ground rents payable by the Corporation amount to between £300 and £400 Ev ' 287 - 292 - 
a year, and grants to schools, £63 a year, and “ Dean Cox’s fund” £20, (for the payment 
of apprentice fees for Protestant boys), with the last remaining pension of £10, make 
up an annual charge of £93 a year inherited from the old Corporation, to which may be 
added “Vicars Choral ” £43 7s. 7 d., which is an annual payment to the Vicar of St. Peter’s, 
charged upon the property granted under the Charter of James I. The remaining 
annual expenditure does not appear to require special notice, save in one instance, which 
will be found in the abstract of accounts for the year ended 31st of August last (Appen- 
dix 6 , page 356), to which we have in this instance appended the auditor’s report with Mr. j. g. p. 
a view of drawing attention to a very improper payment of £30 under the head of m 
“ salaries,” which is there fully noticed by him as forming the subject of a disallowance. 

The scavenging of the town is done by contract with fairly satisfactory results. Last Mr. Nunn,Ev. 
year the contract was taken at £297. sis-sis. 
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The sewerage is still in many respects defective, and was at one time so bad, that in 
1873 an order was issued b} r the Local Government Board for the construction of certain 
sewers the completion of which in two streets, was made compulsory within a limited 
time. ’ These two have been constructed, but the others which were only recommended 
have not yet been proceeded with. The engineer estimates that an expenditure of from 
£ 1 ,SOO to £-2,000 would be required for which funds are wanting, and the Corporation 
have as yet hesitated to apply for a loan for the purpose. 

The drinking water has been recently analysed and condemned by Dr. Cameron, who 
reports that out of ten public pumps three only are fit to be used for domestic purposes. 
Two, which he pronounces quite unfit for use, have been closed, but three others which 
he says “contain a dangerous quantity of mineral matter are still open for public use. 
On the other hand, the water from the fountain given to the town by Mr. Whitworth, 
m.p., which is supplied by the Waterworks Company, is pronounced by Dr. Cameron to 
be “ in every respect an unusually good water.” 

In other respects, and not least in the matter of the regulation of slaughter-houses 
and lodging-houses, much more active attention is required to sanitary matters. 
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Enniskillen, from the dissolution of its old Corporation in 1840, was governed by 
the 9th Geo. IV., cap S2, until 1670, when the Enniskillen Improvement Act (33 &34 
Vic., cap. 143), was passed By that Act the Commissioners, under the 9th Geo. IV., 
cap. 82, and their successors, were incorporated, the municipal limits were extended 
and made conterminous with the Parliamentary Borough, and the Grand Jury powers 
of the county of Fermanagh were transferred to the Commissioners, the borough 
remaining liable to contribute to the county at large charges. The Commissioners 
were empowered to levy each year a general town rate, not exceeding 2s. Gel. in the 
pound, to make and maintaiu waterworks for affording a public water supply, and to 
levy a yearly water rate not exceeding Is. 6d. in the pound. They were further 
empowered to borrow £16,000 upon the security of their property and rates, of which 
they were to apply £8,000 for the waterworks and the balance for general town 
purposes, after paying the costs of obtaining the Act. Of this the Commissioners in 
.1871 borrowed £7,000 for waterworks, and £4,000 for town improvement purposes in 
1873, and there is now outstanding £5,250 upon the first and £2,440 upon the second 
loan, which constitute their capital debt. 

The corporate property consists principally of houses in the town and of the fee-simple 
lands of Kilnaloo, comprising 122a. Or. 32p. 

The annual rental from yearly tenants amounts to £526 9s. lid, and from the cranes 
and weekly tenants to £122 8s. 6d. (See Appendix 7). 

Since Mr. Cleland became Town Clerk, only some house property in the town of 
Enniskillen appears to have fallen out of lease. This was relet generally from year to 
year, and to those parties who sent in the highest tenders. None of these parties were 
'Town Commissioners, but three building leases for seventy-five years each were also 
granted during that time, of which one was granted in 1870 to a Mr. Lemon, who held 
also a thirty-one years’ lease of a plot of ground, at £3 a year, under date of 6th March, 
1S48. At that time Mr. Lemon was himself a Commissioner, and signed this thirty- 
one years’ lease to himself as sucb, but he was not a Commissioner when he obtained 
the building lease of 1870. In July, 1873, he was again elected a Commissioner, and 
in November of that year he offered to surrender the remainder of his term in the 
thirty-one years’ lease of 184S, in consideration of a fresh lease for seventy-five years 
being granted by the Commissioners to a Mr. Arthur (formerly a Town Commissioner), 
who told us that he had purchased for £.170, from a Mr. Bleakley, his interest in this 
plot of garden ground, for which Bleakley had given £10 to Mr. Lemon, and. upon 
which Bleakley had built six houses. 

At the meeting on the 3rd November, 1S73, when the resolution was passed that Mr. 
Arthur should get his building lease upon the surrender of Mr. Lemon’s lease, on the 
terms then stated, Mr. Lemon himself was present as a Commissioner. 

Mr. Arthur distinctly assured us that no money passed, either directly or indirectly, 
between him and Mr. Lemon, and no lease appears to have been yet granted to Mr. 
Arthur in pursuance of that resolution, but he has been since paying 30s. a year to the 
Commissioners on the faith of getting such a lease, the practical effect of carrying which 
out would be to grant a seventy-eight years’ lease to Arthui’ in consideration of his 
building houses on the ground, upon which houses had in fact been built by another 
man several years before, and of which the ratepayers would have been entitled to get 
the benefit in 1879 if the original lease had been allowed to run out to its natural 
termination. 

In 1849, before Mr. Cleland became Town Clerk, a surrender was made to the Corn- 
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missioners of a lease granted to Dr. Hugh Collum, for sixty-one years, in 1S39, when 

the statute restraining the alienation of corporate property was in force ; and upon this 

surrender a fresh lease for seventy-five years of the same property, and of an additional 

strip of land, was granted to Mr. John Collum, who was at that time the law agent to Ev. io8,iio. 

the Commissioners, and who continued to be so until 1S52, when he was succeeded by 

his brother, Archibald. 

A o>ood deal of property is now held by Captain Collum under leases obtained by his Ev. 05 - 75 , 101 . 
father this John Collum, and several leases which were in the custody of that gentleman ev'Tioo-ios. 
or his brother, Archibald, are not to be found. ou. UOand 

Captain Collum also holds, at a ground rent of £7, some property in the pig market, 
on which certain stores have been built, for which no lease is forthcoming ; and although Ev. G7-S7. 
the late Mr. John Collum failed to produce any lease when called upon to do so, the 
Commissioners continue to accept the rent from his son, wlio receives rents for these 
stores from his sub-tenants. . 

One of the leases produced to us, under which Captain Collum holds, is signed by Ev. 522 . 
Archibald Collum, as a witness on behalf of the Commissioners, and also indorsed by 
him as their agent. _ 

In the year 1848 or 1849 there appears to have been a lawsuit between the town Ev. 345 - 347 . 
Commissioners and Lord Enniskillen, when the former established their right to the 
Town Hall and some other portions of the corporate property. The question of the Mr. Jordan, 
rio-'nt to levy tolls, which is now exercised by Lord Enniskillen, was probably then v ' OJ ' 
raised by the Commissioners, though neither the Chairman, Mr. Jordan, nor the Town 
Clerk were very clear as to this, nor could we ascertain how this right first passed from Mr. cieiand, 
the old Corporation to the Enniskillen family; but an old deed of 1838 was produced, ^r! Jordan,' 
in which the burgesses took the tolls from the Earl of Enniskillen for one year, and this Ev. soa. 
appears to have been since relied on as admission of his title. 

Lord Enniskillen’s agent attended at his request in case we wished to ask him', any Mr. E^smy.i,, 
questions. He lias been agent to Lord Enniskillen for fourteen years, and as such K ' v ‘ 4 , 4 - 100 . 
receives on his behalf all market tolls, and those levied on the faiivgreen, which is held 
by Lord Enniskillen under a long lease from the Commissioners; but he could tell us ^ 

nothing of the circumstances under which Lord Enniskillen obtained the right to levy ^ culand ' 
these tolls, which, if would seem clear from the Report of the Commissioners on £ V . ’• 

Municipal Corporations (Ireland) in 1835, were at the time of their inquiry vested in UEroBr 
the Corporation of Enniskillen, . 

Between 1836 and 1840, while the Acts restraining the alienation of corporate «»»»»- 
property in Ireland were in force, the then provosts and burgesses of Enniskillen seem Mr . cieiand, 
to have leased away to themselves, their friends or relatives, large portions of the 
corporate property, of which nineteen leases have since been cancelled, surrendered, or Kv . 555 , son. 
lapsed, while twenty-one made in 1838, and four made in 1839, for three lives or sixty- J ' ,9 > 0 
one years each, are still running against the Commissioners. 

In addition to these, there is still outstanding the seventy-five years’ lease granted to 
John Collum in 1849, as already noticed, in lieu of the lease for sixty-one years to Hugh Ev. 02 , 95 . 
Collum in 1839, and eleven more leases indorsed 29th September, 1840, but purporting Ev. 559. 
in the body of each lease to have been made on the same day of 1830. 

These are all of property in the town, except two leases of lands in Kilnaloo one Ev. s gi.^ 
dated in 1840, and the other in 1S49. Ev. 20, 35. 

There are strong grounds for believing that several leases made to burgesses at Ev. 561-669. 
nominal rents, were made between 1838 and 1840, but antedated to 1830, 1832, and 
1833, so as to appear to have been made before the restraining statutes in force between 
1836 and 1840. In some instances words are written on erasures and one lease pur- > ■ 

porting to have been made in 1833 bears internal evidence that it was not executed 
prior to 1837. 

The only lease actually made to a Commissioner since the town was governed by Ev. 596 , 59 . 
Commissioners appointed under the 9 Geo. IV., c. 82, seems to have been the one 
already noticed, which was granted to Mr. Lemon in 1848; and in 1858 a resolution Ev. 58i. 
was passed to the effect that — 

“ No member of the Town Commissioners will take or seek for any lease of the property of the borough of Ev. 578, 580 
Enniskillen in the possession of the Town Commissioners, either lease or otherwise. 

This resolution is still in force, a notice of motion to rescind it in 1859 not having 
been pressed to a vote. 

On the 6th December, 1858, it was further unanimously resolved that Ev. 682 . 

“ From this day forward no existing leases of Corporation property now in the hands of Town Commissioners 
be cancelled, nor any new leases granted, except when the old have expired.” 

Mr. Lemon was desirous of explaining that, although the lease of 184S was made 
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direct to him while he was a Town Commissioner, it was in pursuance of a promise to 
a man named Copeland, whose interest or claim upon the Commissioners, arising out 
of such promise, he purchased from Copeland for about =£35 at a public auction, when 
he was leaving for Australia. There was, however, no agreement ever entered into by 
the Commissioners to grant such a lease to Copeland, and it was, on Mr. Lemon’s own 
showing, simply “ a promise of a lease” which he purchased. 

A building lease granted in 1S5S for seventy-five years, to a Mr. Ball, the father-in- 
law of a Mr ° George Mahood, then a Town Commissioner, was also inquired into by us, 
but although Mr. Mahood subsequently became the beneficial owner of the lease, and 
laid out £600 upon the property, it did not appear that any undue favour in the trans- 
action was shown to Mr. Bali in consequence of this relationship. 

There is no public cemetery, and, owing to the position of the churchyard, which is at 
present the only burial-ground, this is much needed. A site has been offered for one 
at a low price by Lord Enniskillen, but it was objected to as having been previously 
used for the interment of paupers, and the matter seems to have been shelved for the 
present. In other respects the Town Commissioners appear to have evinced an earnest 
desire to carry out effectively the provisions of the Sanitary Acts, and they are very 
desirous to retain their present position as the urban sanitary authority, in which they 
fear they may be superseded by the Board of Guardians, their population being under 
6 , 000 . 


Londonderry. — The city of Londonderry is governed by a Corporation of considerable 
antiquity, which was amended and preserved by the 3 & 4 Vic., c. 108, and is included 
in schedule A of that statute. 

The Town Council is composed of six aldermen and eighteen town councillors, and the 
mayor, who is elected from the general body, receives a salary of £300. 

The city is divided into three wards, the names, area, valuation, and number of 
burgesses in each of which, are as follows : — 

Wards. Area. Valuation. Burgesses 

A. R. P. £ S. d. 

North. Ward, . . 469 3 9 27,G4S 0 0 267 

Eastward, . . 811 0 0 25,140 0 0 293 

South Ward, . 751 3 13 16,243 19 0 137 

2,032 2 22 69,031 19 0 697 


Each ward returns two aldermen and six town councillors. 

The population in 1S61 was 20,S75, and in 1871, 25,242. It will be seen that in the 
interval, by an Act of Parliament hereafter referred to, the municipal limits were 
extended. 

Three Acts for the improvement of Londonderry have been passed. 

The Londonderry Improvement Act, 1S48 (11 & 12 Vic., c. 141), transferred to the 
Corporation powers over the streets, &c., of the city, theretofore vested in certain Pipe- 
water and Police Commissioner's. By it the Corporation were empowered to levy a 
general improvement rate of 3s. in the £ until they took the streets and roads of the 
borough into their control and management, from which time they were empowered to 
levy, and have always levied, a 4s. improvement rate. 

' They were authorized to borrow sums not exceeding £40,000, to be applied in the 
discharge of any liabilities of the above-named Commissioners, and in carrying out the 
objects of the Act, among which were the constructing of waterworks and the purchase 
of lands for the public markets and fairs and for a cemetery. The entire sum of 
£40,000 was borrowed under this Act, and waterworks, public markets, and a cemetery 
were provided. 

By their next Act, the Londonderry Improvement Act, 1855, 18 & 19 Vic., c. 54, the 
Corporation were empowered to borrow, and did borrow, a further sum of £l,000 upon 
the security of the improvement rate ; and by their third Improvement Act, 1864, the 
municipal limits of the city were extended, and the wards into which the borough had 
been divided by the Act of 1840, were in like manner extended, but not otherwise 
remodelled. 

The Corporation were made liable for the streets and roads within such extended 
boundaries, and were exempted from payment of Grand Jury cess in respect thereof, 
except for general county purposes. The Act also conferred on the Corporation a 
special limited power of compulsory purchase in relation to lands, &c., the property of 
the Irish Society, and gave certain general powers for the improvement of the town, 
and additional borrowing powers to the extent of £20,000. 

The Corporation have riot any property except the public markets and town ball; 
some small anchorage dues, levied from time immemorial upon sailing vessels coming 
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into the harbour on the River Foyle; and an annual sum of £1,283 10s. Zd., which they r -° Nn ^ EBIir - 
reC eive from the Honourable the Irish Society of London. S fc 4SsaP 

The market tolls and the slaughter-house are let every year to the highest bidder, ££ 
and produce a gross annual income of from £2,400 to £2,500 per annum, from which |t. C3-gv ;[ _ 
must be deducted rent, taxes, salaries, and other expenses, averaging fully one-half of ace.” " *’ 
the gross receipts. 

The Corporation, although they levy and receive through their own collector the 
anchorage fees above referred to, do not exercise any control over the port and harbour, 
nor are they necessarily represented on the Harbour Board, who are a distinct body of g*- 
Commissioners, elected by £20 householders. _ 

Of the £1,2S3 10s. 8 d. which the Corporation receive annually from the Honourable Mr. Stafford, 
the Irish Society of London, £891 15s. 4 d. is paid in one half year, and £391 15s. id. Ev ' 29 ' 
in the other. The sum of £90 10s., late Irish currency, equal to £83 10s. 8 d. sterling Mr . chambers, 
(part of the £1,2S3 10s. 8 d.) has been paid to the Corporation since the year 1635 as a Ev - 225 , 226 . 
condition of the grant made by the Crown in that year to the Bishop of Derry, under 
the circumstances detailed in the evidence of Mr. Thomas Chambers. The remaining ev. 227 . 

£l 200 is paid under an arrangement between the Honourable the Irish Society and the 
Corporation, which is embodied in a resolution of the Court of the Irish Society, dated 
the 31st day of January, 1848. By this the Court of the Irish Society agree — Mr. Chambers, 

“Upon tlie re-establishment of the Recorder’s Court at Londonderry, to grant and to recommend the Society 
’ from time to time annually to grant from its funds the sum of £700 towards the payment of salaries, towards 
the officers of the Corporation and the Recorder’s Court, namely, £300 to the Mayor and £200 to the Recorder 
and officers of his Court, and the remaining £200 to be applied from time to time, subject to the approval of 
the Court.” 

It was also resolved — 

u rpj iat the Court of the Irish Society would consent to the Londonderry Improvement Bill being passed, 
provided the rights of the Society be properly preserved and protected, and would assist the Corporation of 
Londonderry in the Bill receiving the Royal assent, in carrying out the objects of the Bill by a grant of £500, 
to be annually proposed by the Society in aid for effecting the improvements contemplated by the Bill.” 

Since that time the Corporation of Londonderry have annually received from the Irish 
Society £1,283 10s. Sd. . , 

The Corporation receives annually for interments, &c., in the public cemetery com- sir w. Miller, 
paratively small sums of money, that have not as yet equalled the annual expenditure M ' r ; ' St ‘ affor(]> 
upon the cemeteries. Ev - 78 - 

The 4s. improvement rate is levied half-yearly by two assessments of 2s. each, lhe “ ATES - 
total amount of rates lodged to the credit of the Corporation for the financial year ending ^ 

31st August, 1S76, was, after deducting the collector’s poundage of 7 d. in the £1, ev.’ 210 , 221 - 3 , 
£10,850 19s/ 3 d. 

The rate is well and closely collected, and the amount of irrecoverable arrears very Bv.-ib. 210 . 

The present Corporation became, and are still liable to a debt of £1,000, contracted 
by the former Corporation, the interest upon which has been regularly paid. Under ev! 235 - 6 . 
their borrowing powers the Corporation have raised from time to time the full autho- Ev _ 7 . 35i ^ 
rized amount of £70,000, of which there now remains due £42,531, bearing interest at Ev 79] 150 _ 

5 per cent., except £11,250, which was borrowed from private individuals at 4 per cent. 152 . 
on Corporation bonds in 1876, for the purpose of paying off a like amount of the existing g; 
debt, bearing interest at 5 per cent. 

The Corporation last year obtained the sanction of the Local Government Board by ™ ril > 
a provisional order of the 4th April, 1876, confirmed by the 39 and 40 Vic., cap. 155, to 
their borrowing an additional sum of £15,000, to be expended in the extension of the. 
main sewerage and the purchase of additional ground for, and improvement of the 
waterworks, for which latter object the Corporation had incurred a debt at the bank of 
£3,000, which it is intended to pay out of the loan thus authorized. 

The city is watched by the Royal Irish Constabulary, who also discharge the duties 
of a night watch, at an expense to the city of about £1,700 a year. 

The Commissioners are not the owners of the gasworks, but there is at present 
under their consideration a proposal for the purchase by them of the works of the 
Londonderry Gas Company, with whom the Corporation have now a contract for the Ev. 162 -igu. 
lighting of the public lamps at £.4 a lamp per aunum. 

The duties of the Corporation as urban, sanitary authority appear to be fairly attended sanitary. 
to, and for further details we beg to refer to the evidence and reports of Dr. Browne, 
the consulting sanitary officer, and of Mr. Robinson, the executive sanitary officer, whose JgJf 
reports we print in the Appendix (No. 8 p. 359). . 1,J 

Some complaints were made by a Mr. Michael Lane, a solicitor — -who had built B> 
houses in a suburb called Rosemount, before that place was brought within the extended k v . 231 - 233 , 

1 a C 2 8«2. 
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municipal limits under the Improvement Act of 1864 — that the Corporation had not 
made a certain road, and widened the thoroughfares in that locality. Mr. Lane objected 
also to the proceedings of the Corporation, both past and present, in relation to the 
drainage of the district. 

There appears to have been a dispute of long standing between Mr. Lane and the 
Corporation about this, and it has been more than once the subject of reference to the 
Local Government Board. A copy of the correspondence between Mr. Lane and the 
Local Government Board and the Corporation was, at our request, handed to us by Mr. 
Lane, but we do not, upon perusal, consider it of sufficient public importance to justify 
us in piiuting it in the Appendix. The Corporation propose to complete the sewerage 
of Rosemount under the powers conferred on them by the provisional order of 1876. 

Owing to the illness of Mr. Gregg, the town clerk, notice of our intention to sit in 
Londonderry on the 26th March was not published in Londonderry by posting the 
usual notices, nor by advertisement in any local newspaper, until the previous Saturday, 
although notice of our intention to hold the inquiry on the 26th had been sent to the 
town clerk on the 1 7th day of March. In consequence of this Mr. Lane, on his own 
behalf, and Mr. Doherty, another solicitor, on behalf of certain ratepayers, requested a 
prolonged adjournment of our inquiry, as Mr. Lane said he could not be ready to tender 
certain evidence before the following Thursday (the 29th March) at the earliest, and Mr. 
Doherty was not prepared to say when he could be ready, nor what was the nature of 
the evidence he might be instructed to bring forward. 

We informed Mr. Lane and Mr. Doherty that upon receiving from either of them 
■within any reasonable time any statements of important or material matters demanding 
further inquiry, we would fix some future day or days for holding an adjourned inquiry 
at Londonderry. 

Mr. Doherty subsequently wrote to us to the effect that he did not feel justified in 
asking us to re-open the inquiry, and not having received any communication from Mr. 
Lane or any other person, we have not considered it necessary to return to Londonderry. 

Coleraine, now governed by eighteen Commissioners under the Towns Improvement 
Act of 1S54, which was adopted in 1861, had been previously under the 9 Geo. IV., cap. 
82, from the passing of that Act in 1828. At the time of the passing of the Municipal 
Corporations Act in 1840, the Corporate property which then became vested in the new 
Commissioners under the 9 Geo. IV., consisted of lands producing a gross annual rental 
of £632 Ss. 10cZ., and markets, the tolls of which produced a net revenue of about £300 
a year, subject to a mortgage debt of £3,S93 13s. id., bearing interest at four per cent., 
which is still outstanding; and in 1S44 the same property was charged with a further 
mortgage of £3,400, chiefly at the same rate of interest, for the erection of gas-works. 

In 1863 the Town Commissioners, under the Act of 1854, obtained an Act for the 
purchase from the Portrush Harbour Commissioners of all their rights and privileges in 
and over the River Bann within the limits of the Act, and for making certain improve- 
ments in the river, with borrowing powers to the extent of £50,000, of which £10,000 
Avas chargeable upon their landed estates, and was borrowed on that security. Of this, 
£1,534 has been since paid off by a sinking fund ; but a further sum of £8,735 has been 
raised on the security of the river dues, and of a 6d. rate levied under the Biver Bann 
Navigation Act. 

The Commissioners paid £3,000 for the purchase of this, and, acting under the 
advice of Sir John Coode, c.e., have already expended about £14,000 on dredging 
and improving the channel of the river ; and, having obtained a grant of £1,000 a 
year for twenty-five years from the Hon. the Irish Society of the City of London to 
complete the works by the erection of piers at the entrance to the river, they are now 
endeavouring to negotiate a Government loan for £60,000, on the joint security of this 
grant from the Irish Society and the River Bann fund. 

This fund they hope to be able to increase by obtaining an enlargement in the area 
of taxation and increased rating powers, and a memorial is at present under the con- 
sideration of the Local Government Board praying for an extension of the municipal 
boundaries, which would increase the present municipal area from 205 to about 1,000 
acres. 

If the Commissioners Succeed in obtaining this loan of £60,000, they propose to 
complete the piers and to make permanent quay accommodation at the entrance to the 
river, when they anticipate a revenue from the River Bann of from £2,000 to £3,000 a 
year. 

The dues hitherto levied on shipping entering the River Bann afford us no means 

judging how far the above estimate is a reliable one, as until better accommodation 
can be afforded to vessels discharging their cargoes the Commissioners do not even levy 
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the full clues they are entitled to, fearing to make the charge prohibitory. The annual Co.™.™, 
amount of dues levied for the year ending December 31st 1875 was £244 7s. *£** •* 

Separate accounts are kept of the River Bann Fund and of the Gas Works, (bee toi 3 ,w. 
these accounts Appendix 9, p. 361.) . . . r Ihiir-ioi’ 

The landed property vested in the Commissioners is all within two or three miles ot 
Coleraine, and, according to the recently published list of landed proprietors in Ireland 
consists of 673 a. 2e. 15r., the Poor Law Valuation of which is £6S7 15s., but the rental 113J26. 
furnished to us by the Commissioners only shows an acreage of 617 a. Or. 34p., producing Ev. 95. 
a rental of £787 14s. Id. (Appendix No. 9, p. 361.) 

The only outstanding leases antecedent to the Act of 1840, are — one of 4:>| acres Ev 98, 12 s- 
feupposed to be Irish plantation measure), of which the counterpart lease is not forth- ■ 
coining, and two smaller holdings in the town. All the other leases by tile old Corpo- 
ration fell in about 1871, and have— with one exception, which is let on a yearly Kv. 99-no. 

tenancy been re-let on leases of thirty-one years from the 9th September. The basis 

on which these lands, comprising 601 a. 8r. 13p., have been re-let, has been to add one- ir. 101 - 126 . 
eivhth to the Government valuation, together with half the county cess, and to charge 
the total as the rent. . , . . , , ,, 

They are believed to be let at a fair rent ; but, as tenant-right is recognised here, the 
outgoing tenant, if not desirous of having his lease renewed, has been allowed to sell his Ev . m4.no, 
interest in it, and thus the Commissioners considered themselves prohibited from putting 
up their lands to public competition. In no instance have the lands been let to Town Ev. iss, 136. 
Commissioners or their relations. The rent of these 602 acres, let between 1871 and 
1874, is now .£712 16s. 11c/. (See Appendix 9, 361.) 

The Commissioners inherit from the olcl Corporation markets, m which they levy markets. 
tolls and these are at present in course of extension, at a cost of £1,300, upon a free site Ev . 73i 74 . 
oranted by the Irish Society. The markets and tolls are let by auction, and. are now Ev 7 5, 7 o,202. 
let at a gross rent of £500 a year for three yearn The head rent of £22 16s. 2c/. on 
the orio-inal markets, and the rates and other outgoings, last year, amounted to £174 15.s. 

The Commissioners have rebuilt their Town Hall, which they also inherit from the 

old Corporation, and for this they are likewise largely indebted to the Irish Society, Ev. S2 -ss. 

who contributed £2,500 to the rebuilding, and are believed to have been previously 

contributors to the old Town Hall. The income derived from this building last year 

was £53 15s., and the outgoings £121 1 7s. . . ._ .,**. 166 , 107 . 

A new cemetery has been provided for the borough, under the Coleraine Burial cemetery 
Ground Order, 1875,” towards which the Irish Society have given £1,000. ’ 

The same society have also made a grant of £500 a year, for five years, towards the ev.gi, 02 . 
construction of waterworks, for which a provisional order has been obtained, confirmed waterworks. 
by Act of Parliament. An application for a loan of £7,500, previous to taking contracts Ev ; 59 - 60 
for these works, has been submitted to the Board of W orks for approval. Ev. 71 . 

The Commissioners have, for several years, levied their maximum improvement rate rates. 
of Is. in the pound, and this and the 6c/. rate under the Biver Bann Navigation Act Ev.igi-164, 

are the only rates levied by them. , 

The average of the county cess levied on the town is about £1,400 a year, and as the county cess. 
annual expenditure within the borough would seem to be under £500 a year, this Ev. hi -us. 
naturally gives rise to a good deal of unpleasant feeling between the Town Commissioners Ev. iu, us. 
and the County Grand Jury. . . f 

The scaveno'ino- is paid for by the Town Commissioners, and let to a contractor tor sanitary 
£70 for the yearfand his work appears to be fairly done ; but sanitary work has hitherto E ^6* 274 - 
made little progress in Coleraine, although the Commissioners appear desirous of doing 

their duty. , , , . ., j? 11 Ev - BG7 > 56s - 

The evidence of Dr. MTntyre and of Dr. Carson, the consulting sanitary officer, fully Mr. cuthberi, 
bear out the opinion expressed by the chairman as to the general sanitary condition of f^_ 2 2 r |r 266 ’ 
the town: and the difficulties the sanitary authorities may have had to contend with Dr . M . Intyrei 
are well illustrated by the action of the inhabitants in the immediate vicinity ot a well, Ev. 450-530. ; 
which, after it had been condemned arid closed by order of the Commissioners, was ssi^68 7 . 
immediately re-opened by these people, who continued to use it although necessarily ev. 550-557. 
cognizant of the filthy matter by which it was polluted, and of the fact that the Com- 
missioners had opened a new well to supply the neighbourhood, at the distance of only 

Dr. ^MTntyre’s evidence further illustrates the almost entire absence of all direct Dr. MUntyTc, 
communication between the sanitary officer and the sanitary authority, which is of such E £ 4 g 6 I B0 ^ 
frequent occurrence, and to which attention has been already drawn more than once m 
the course of these Reports. 
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1 i LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND TAXATION INQUIRY COMMISSION (IRELAND). 

Fethard is managed under the 9th Geo. IV., c. 82, by thirteen Commissioners, and 
the income, which is about £180 a year, is derived from landed and house property 
belonging to the Commissioners, and the amount received from the letting of the tolls 
and markets, fines from drunkenness, and the dog tax. No rate has ever been struck. The 
landed property consists of about 233a. 3r. 8p. statute measure of lands called the 
Commons, and is worth about £1 an acre all round. 131a. 1r. 7p., equal to 86a. 1r. 2p. 
Irish, of this appears to have been let in the year 1747 to a Mr. Thomas Hackettfor 
999 years, at a rent of £12 6s. 5 d. a year, and Griffith’s valuation of the lot is £55 16s. 
This letting is entered in the Corporation books under the date of the 28th September, 
1747, but there is no record in the books of the execution of any lease, nor is the 
counterpart, or any copy of it, to be found amongst the Corporation papers. The 
representatives of Hackett are now getting from 25s. to 40s. the Irish acre for these 
lands. The residue of the Commons is let to about sixteen tenants in various lots, of 
which eight are on leases made since the year 1845, and some of them to Town Com- 
missioners, at rents under Griffith’s valuation. It was stated that the forty-two Irish 
acres, which wei'e mentioned at page 504 in the Eeport of the Municipal Inquiry 
Commissioners of 1S35, were now included in or comprised the 53a. Or. 29p., which are 
the balance of the Commons lands, exclusive of Hackett’s holding of S6 a. 1r. 2p., Irish. 
The Commissioners also own town fields which contain 9a. 1r. 3p., Irish, and are let in 
small lots at rents amounting in the whole to £14 Ss. 8 d. a year. Some of this lot is 
let on lease, and two Irish acres were let by lease on the 9th January, 1857, to Mr. 
Sayers, a Town Commissioner, for thirty-one years at a rent of £1 a year. He parted 
with his interest in it to a Mr. Barton, and it and other parts of this lot appear to be 
let at an under value. The Commissioners are also possessed of small tenements in the 
town, the rents of which amount to about £9 8s. 10 d. a year, but from the poverty of 
the tenants it is difficult to collect the rents. The residue of the house property consists 
of five houses which are let on leases, the longest of which is for thirty -one years, at the 
fair annual value. There is also one house which is held by a person named Ellen Smith 
at a rent of £5 a year, and which is valued at £12. She claims to hold it under a lease 
which she alleges was made by the Commissioners to her late father at this rent. No 
trace of any such lease is to be found amongst the Commissioners’ papers, and the tenant 
will not show the lease or state its tei’ms or contents. The tolls of the fairs and markets 
are sold annually and realize about £26 a year. The Commissioners claim to be entitled 
to be toll-free for all their own property, which would otherwise be liable to toll, under 
a resolution passed by themselves to that effect on the 8th November, 1S75. This 
action on their part must affect the price which would be annually given for the tolls, 
to the prejudice of the people of the town, and the benefit of the Commissioners. The 
fairs were for over twenty years held in a fair-green, the property of the Commissioners, but 
on the 5th August, 1S72, a resolution was passed by the casting vote of the chairman of 
the Commissioners, for holding the fairs for the future on the public streets, which has 
since been done. The sanitary condition of the town is in many respects defective. 
There is no hospital accommodation nearer than Cashel, which is eight miles away. 
Last year there was a serious epidemic of typhoid fever in the town, caused by its bad 
sanitary condition ; and complaint was made that the Commissioners, not being the 
sanitary authority, were unable to take any effectual measures to try to put a stop to 
the disease. The water supply is ample and good. The Chairman of the Commissioners 
stated he had heard of some property formerly belonging to the Commissioners, which 
had been held by a man named Bacon, which had lapsed or been lost ; but we could not 
obtain any further particulars or information about it. 

Tuam which had been under the Act of the 9 Geo. IV., c. 82, adopted in 1854 the 
Towns Inprovement Act, for all purposes except water supply. There were originally 
fifteen Commissioners, but for the last few years the number has not been full in 
consequence of death and other vacancies, which have not been filled up. The acreage 
within the municipal area is 606a. 1r. 4p., and there are ninety-three occupiers rated 
between £4 and £12, and sixty-five above £12. The Commissioners have not any 
landed or house property, and their income is derived from tolls, the dog tax, and 
fines for drunkenness, the latter being very small indeed. The Commissioners are not 
an urban sanitary authority, the population being under 6,000. The tolls are let by 
public competition on the 29th September each year, and have produced the following 
amounts for the last five years:— 1872, £520; 1873, £600 ; 1874, £650 ; 1875, £760; 
and 1876, £625. The falling off last year is to be attributed to the fact that the man 
who held them for the year 1875, was believed to have bid for the tolls beyond their real 
value. The tolls were reduced about eighteen years ago, and since that the receipts 
have increased considerably. There was a mortgage due by the Commissioners, contracted 
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about thirteen years since, for tiie building of the town hall, and flagging the streets, tuam. 
but the balance remaining due on that mortgage to the amount of £679 7 s. was lately 
paid off, out of the surplus funds in the hands of the Commissioners, and there is not Mi-.concanoon 
now any debt due by them ; a claim, however, has been made against them for £400, Ev - lys - 
for costs in relation to a Chancery suit, which was lately pending about a new fair-green. Mr . Gannon, 
No rates have been struck for a long time, and the Chairman stated that a pledge had Ev - 10e - 
been o-iven years since by a then newly e lected body of Commissioners, that no rate 
should be levied. The sanitary condition of the town is in some respects far from good. Mr. Hendei- 
A sewer at Frazer’s-lane, going up to the Roman Catholic Cathedral, appears to be in 112 

a shocking condition, and one gentleman stated that there were not any stench-traps on Mr ^annon.^ 
the sewer, and that the spot ought to be avoided as a plague spot. The same gentleman fv.' ns. 10 
detailed at some length, the means resorted to by a large number of the inhabitants to 
procure and accumulate in their dwellings, manure for their crops, or for purposes of Mr. Gannon, 
sale. The Chairman called attention to the difficulty and delay in carrying out the Ev ' 10U 
provisions of the Sanitary Act with respect to the abatement of nuisances. 

Complaints were also made as to the condition in which the streets remain after the Mr. Hender- 
fairs which are held on Saturdays. The excuse given was that the contractor had not UC ‘ 

time, from the lateness of the hour at which the fairs are over on Saturdays, to remove the Mr. Ganno^ 
filth that night, and that the police would not allow his men to work after nine o’clock Ev l ‘ t0 
on Sunday mornings. Great complaints were also made as to the water supply, which Mr. Hender- 
appears to be insufficient, and some of it polluted. There are two spring wells, called ^ Ev - 11,t0 
the Priest’s well and the Abbey Trinity well, the former of which runs dry in summer, 
and “ causes almost a famine for spring water.” The principal supply is from the river 
Nanny, the state of which is fully set forth in the evidence of Mr. Henderson. No action Ev. H9_m. 
has as yet been taken by the Guardians, who are the urban sanitary authority, to procure a 
sufficient supply of pure water, which is so much required. Indeed, it may be stated, 
that the Sanitary Act of 1874 is practically inoperative in Tuam. . The Commissioners Ev. i2B. 
have a weighmaster in the market, on whose docket for the weight the toll farmer 
charges and is paid his tolls. Complaints have been made from time to time as to the Mr. Fahy.Ev. 
neo-lio-ence of this man and his assistants in the issuing of those dockets, and the correct- Mr.‘ Gannou, 
ness °of the weights is doubted. This does not appear to arise from any dishonest f^; 1 ^ 150 ' 
motive, but rather from carelessness or from drink. A great obstruction is permitted to ev. 131 - 2 - 3 . 
exist opposite the houses of places of business of some of the ratepayers by persons 
placing standings on the public streets. The police will not prosecute the parties, who 
claim the right to put up these standings, on the ground that the Town Commissioners 
are the parties who ought to take action, while they say that not having made any 
by-laws under the Towns Improvement Act they cannot interfere. Meantime, the 
obstruction goes on from week to week to the serious injury of those shopkeepers before Mr 
whose doors it exists. Our attention was also called to the condition of a graveyard in so»,Ev. 1 37 -S-. 
the centre of the town, which is much overcrowded. evmos-wto. 


New Ross, a Parliamentary borough, was one of the Corporations which were abolished n™ross. 
by the 3 and 4 Vic. cap. 108. It was afterwards under the 9 Geo. IV. c. S2, and early Mr. shepimd 
inlS55 it adopted the Towns Improvement Act of 1854 for all its purposes except a 
water supply. _ . '^ 0 ' vn c 2 r m “^ 

There are fifteen Commissioners who all have the required qualification. Ihere are s™ er »- 
440a. 3r. 33p. within the municipal limits, and the population was, by the Census of 
1871, 6,772. The greater part of New Ross is in the county of Wexford and. a small 
portion called Rosbercon, is in the county of Kilkenny. The town is divided into two 
wards — New Ross and Rosbercon, which are separated by the River Barrow — the 
natural boundary between the counties. The valuation, number of voter's in, and repre- 
sentatives of the wards are as follows : — 


Wards. 

New Ross, 
Rosbercon, 


Valuation. 

£ s. d. 
7,277 10 0 
531 5 0 


Acreage. 


Voters. Commissioners. 


A. R. P. 

323 3 21 224 12 

117 0 12 17 3 


£7,808 15 0 440 3 33 241 


15 


The Town Commissioners possess such of the property of the old Corporation as had Ev. is-10. 
not been alienated before the passing of the 3 and 4 Vic. c. 108, which consists of lands 
and rents in the county of Wexford, and houses and premises in the town of New Ross, 
all held in fee and not subject to any rent. 

Portions of the property in New Ross occupied by weekly tenants yield at present 
£17 15s. 4 d. a year. The rest of the property produces £342 13s. 3 \cl. a year, making 
a gross rental of £360 8s. 7 ^cl. 
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1C LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND TAXATION INQUIRY COMMISSION (IRELAND). 

In many instances, as will be seen in the evidence of Mr. Tobin, the annual rents re- 
served in leases renewable for ever, granted by the old Corporation, bear a very small 
proportion to the extent of the land out of which they are reserved. 

There were four leases of premises in the town made by the former Corporation in the 
interval between the 10th August, 1836, and the 1st September, IS 40, whilst the re- 
strictions against alienations imposed by the 6th and 7tli Wm. IY. c. 100 were in force. 
One dated the 29tli September, 1837, was made to John Boyd, merchant, of premises 
on the town wall for sixty-one years, at the nominal rent of 5s. a year. 

There appear to have been hut three original leases granted by the Commissioners 
since 1840, and these do not require any special notice. 

Where premises fall into possession, and are to be let, it is the practice of the Com- 
missioners to advertise for tenders for them, which are all laid before a special meeting 
of the Town Commissioners summoned for the purpose of considering them, and they 
determine the matter according to the best of their judgment. There does not appear 
to have been any letting by the Commissioners to members of their body. The Com- 
missioners have a town hall, and a yard for depositing manure, for which a small rent 
and taxes are paid. 

They do not directly derive any tolls, dues, profits, or income from the shipping 
using the port and harbour of New Ross, but they do so indirectly .; the port and 
harbour are under the control of the Harbour Commissioners appointed and acting 
under the 11 & 12 Vie., c. 139, and of which body the Chairman of the Town Com- 
missioners is an ex-officio member. An arrrangement was made in 1848 between the 
Town Commissioners and the Harbour Commissioners, which was carried out by a 
resolution of the 4th September, 1848, and is as follows : — 

“ That as the Port and Harbour Commissioners are hound to keep the quays in repair, and light and watch 
same, we relinquish our claims for quay and river tolls for the term of three years, the said Commissioners 
paying us and our successors 5s. per annum for said term in lieu of said tolls.” 


This arrangement appears to have been acted on until some time in 1871, when the 
Harbour Commissioners discontinued the lighting of the lamps on the inner side of the 
quay, as they considered they were bound to light those only required for shipping 
purposes, and in 1874 they discontinued the keeping of the night watch. The Com- 
missioners are the owners of a weigh-bridge and fish-house, in the first of which general 
goods, and in the second fish are weighed. Fees are charged for this weighing, which 
the Commissioners let annually, and for which they are at present receiving 10s. a week 
from J ames Maher, the collector of rates and rents, who is paid 2^ per cent, commission 
on his collection, including the 10s. a week payable by liim to the Commissioners. 

The Commissioners receive a fixed rent for water supplied by them to the houses of 
such of the inhabitants as choose to take it from reservoirs the property of the Commis- 
sioners. 

It is not compulsory upon the inhabitants to take the water or pay a rate for it. 
The supply is limited and insufficient, pipes being laid in thirteen only of the streets of 
the town. 

The receipts from this source last year, as appears from the abstract of the audited 
accounts (Appendix No. 12, page 362), amounted to £55 5s. 5 d. 

The item of £30 1 Is. 9 cl. on the expenditure side of the account was not on account of 
this water supply. 

The Commissioners do not receive any tolls or dues from fairs or markets, save as 
above mentioned. 

They have levied an improvement rate every year except three since 1855, varying 
from 6cZ. to Is. in the pound. 

The average of all the rates struck from 1855 to 1876, both inclusive, is 7 id. in the 
pound. An 8 d. rate has been struck for the year 1877, which amounts to £246 
18s. 3 d. (Appendix No. 12, page 363). 

The Commissioners receive small sums annually for the sale of manure, for fines for 
drunkenness, the dog-tax, and a few miscellaneous matters. They also receive at 
intervals, by presentments from the Grand Juries of Wexford and Kilkenny, by whom 
respectively the streets and footways in the respective parts of the town are kept in 
repair, sums for repairs of streets. Last year they received £ 134 3s. 4 d. 

The town is scavenged by men employed by the Commissioners, and it is lighted 
under a contract with the New Ross Gas Company at the price of 6s. 8 d. per 1,000 feet. 

The expenditure of their income by the Commissioners is for the ordinary town 
purposes, and does not require any special observation. 

The Commissioners, who are the urban sanitary authority, have appointed the usual 
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municipal and sanitary staff, with the exception of a professional engineer as town newRom. 
surveyor. 

The collector, Mr. James Maher, is also street inspector and local surveyor. 1 he Mr.M'Cormnck 
Commissioners recognise the want of a more efficient sanitary staff. 

There are not any public markets as yet, but in order to get rid of the nuisance and Ev.no to its. 
obstruction - caused by the holding of them in the streets, the Commissioners propose to 
borrow £1,500 or £2,000 for the purpose of their erection. 

The entire capital debt of the Commissioners consists of £200 borrowed by their pre- Ev.i 96 to 20 G. 
decessors in 1854, at five per cent, interest, for the completion of the Town Hall. The 
interest has been paid upon this sum up to the present, and a sinking fund has for the 
last four years been provided at £10 a year to pay ofl the principal. 

There are two churchyards still used for interment, and described as being over- Ev - 229-237. 
crowded, within the municipal limits, and a public cemetery is required. 

The town is fairly well, but not sufficiently, sewered. Only one main-sewer has been Ev. 220, 221. 
made since 1S4S, and the Commissioners have not been active in enforcing the making 
of connecting drains from houses, but they are, it was stated,, about to do so. 

The Commissioners, as the urban sanitary authority, have been fairly active in Dn Pe‘«^ 
enforcing the sanitary laws to the extent of causing the cleansing of filthy places, and 240 - 258 . v ' 
of putting a stop to the nuisance of keeping pigs and other animals in the houses and 
rooms occupied by human beings; a practice which has existed here to a remarkable Dr. Mullen, 
extent. Although nearly all the houses occupied by the poorer, classes are without any E ^‘ 26ii| "270. 
private accommodation whatever, the Commissioners do not appear to have taken any 
steps to make, or to compel to be made, the required accommodation. They have, 
however, erected a public privy and urinal upon the quay. 

There was some complaint made of the Commissioners having improperly incurred 
costs which had to be paid out of the rates and property of the town. The circum- 
stances connected with this, will be found detailed in the evidence of Mr. 1 obin, the evT^-jui. 
town clerk. 372-38/. 


Cookstown adopted the Towns. Improvement Act in 1855 for all purposes except coqkstqw. 
water. There are, and have always been twelve Commissioners, and they have usually, Mr. Fleming, 
if not always, struck the maximum rate of Is. There are 279 rated occupiers, and the Ev ‘ 8 ’ J I2 ' 
total valuation of the property liable to rate is £6,339 15s. The Commissioners have not Ev - 1C * 
any property, and their income is derived from rates, the dog tax, and fines for drunken- 
ness, the latter of which, having regard to the population as compared with other places, 
amounts to a large sum annually. We visited this place in consequence of a pressing 
requisition sent to us by the chairman of the Commissioners requesting us on behalf of 
himself and others to.do so. The causes of complaint which we were asked to investigate 
had relation to the sewerage and water supply of the town. With .regard to the sewerage 
the facts are as follows : — At the time when the Sanitary Act of 1S74 came into operation Mniiarbinson, 
the Commissioners had under their consideration the execution of large sewerage works ir ^'_ 1 

which were then calculated to cost a sum of less than £3,000. After that the works Mr. McClelland 
were carried out and completed by the guardians at a cost of certainly over £5,000, and v ' ’ 
may amount to nearly £6,000 when all the bills are paid. It is alleged by some 
parties that the carrying out of those important works were intrusted by the general Mr. Hanson, 
body of the guardians to a committee of a small number of their body who were rate- 
payers and residents in the town, and much interested in the carrying out of the sewerage 
in a particular way for their own interests, and that they did so. The works were alleged Ev. 145. 
to be defective in design and construction, and the workmanship bad, which was proved E vi 247-8-9'. 
by the fact that in some places the sides, of the sewers have fallen in within a few months 
of their completion, which will necessitate a large expenditure for their repair. Complaints 
were made to the Board of Guardians before the work was commenced, and also to the Mr. HarWnson, 
Local Government Board with, a view to their interfering to prevent it,. but they referred 17 ^ L 4 
the complaints to the Board of Guardians wbo again referred it to the committee appointed 
by themselves to carry out the works. A loan of £4,000 has been contracted for these E'-. iso, 160 . 
works, and a large sum. is still wanted to pay for them. The town stands on parts of Mr. Adair, __ 
five townlands, viz. ; — Gortalowry, Loy, Coolnafranky, Cookstow.n> and Monrush, and a Ev - Cj - 6 -'- 
large portion of these townlands is outside the municipal area. 

The Guardians have struck a rate of 8 d. in the pound on the portion of the town built 
on the first four of these townlands, and also on the residue of the same townlands which 
are outside the town, while the portion of the town, built on Monrush and the residue of 
that townland are not charged with payment of any of this sewerage rate, although 
that portion of the town is largely benefited by the same works, and a portion of them 
have been made on and through it.. Representations have been made as to unfairness 
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of this mode of charging the rates both to the Guardians and the Local Government 
Board, but without effect. The public water supply, which is procured from thirteen 
public pumps, is had and insufficient, but several persons have pumps within their own 
premises. The water of ten of those pumps was condemned by Dr. Hodges last 
summer as being unfit for use, in consequence of the quantity of street and other sewaae 
and filthy matter which drains into the wells supplying these pumps. Although ihe 
Guardians were apprised of the analyst’s report shortly after it was made, steps were 
only being taken at the date of our visit to have the pumps and wells put in order. A 
serious difference of opinion also prevails amongst the ratepayers as to the sufficiency of the 
supply. On the one hand it is alleged that a supply by gravitation is absolutely neces- 
sary, and could be procured at a reasonably moderate cost, while others are of opinion 
that an ample supply of good water can be procured if the present pumps are properly- 
attended to, and the supply increased by lowering the pumps. It is stated on the other 
hand that this cannot be done effectually for the following reasons. In many parts of the 
town the new sewers are made close to the pumps, and at a lower level. It is stated 
that the sewers are not staunch, and that the sewage matter flows out through them, and it 
follows that if the source of the supply for the pumps is lowered below the bottom of 
the sewers for the purpose of getting a better supply, the sewage matter escaping from 
these sewers must destroy the quality of the water. Dr. Graves, the sanitary officer of 
the Board of Guardians, has called their attention to this matter in two reports, which 
will be found set forth in full in his answers to questions Nos. 191, 192, and 205. The 
sanitary condition of parts of the town is bad. There are some houses which are wholly 
unfit for human habitation, and are yet densely occupied, many of which were formerly 
cow-houses and' pig-houses. The Guardians have been aware of their condition for some 
time but have not taken any steps in relation thereto. 

In consequence of unforeseen difficulties we are unable to include our Reports on 
Kingstown and Dalkey in this Report, but we will have the honour to submit same to 
your Grace within a few days. 


We have the honour to be 


Your Grace’s obedient servants. 


IT. COEBETT. 

(Seal.) 

E. B. LAWLESS. 

(Seal.) 

WM. A. EXHAM. 

(Seal.) 


Four Courts, Dublin, 28 th June, 1877. 
H. A. Robinson, 

Acting cm Secretary . 
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SPECIAL GEDEEAL REPOETS 

ON 

NEWBY, DUBLIN, WEXEOBD, SLIGO, GALWAY, 
AND CASHEL. 


NEWRY. 


Niwry, a parliamentary borougll partly in the county of Armagh and partly in the 
county of Down, was, up to 1865, locally governed by Commissioners under the Act of 
9 Geo. IV., cap. 82. In February, 1S65, the 17 & 18 Vic., cap. 103, the Towns Im- 
provement Act, was adopted. 

The town, of which the population in 1871 was 14,078, and the extent 711a. 2r. 4p., 
is divided into three wards, and the municipal body consists of eighteen Commissioners. 

The names, valuation, and representation of the wards for the year 1876, were as 
follows : — 


Name of Ward. 


West Ward, 
South Ward, 
North Ward, 


Valuation. 

£ s. d. 
13,108 5 0 
9,111 18 0 
' 7,443 9 0 


No. of Voters. No. of Commissioners. 

401 6 

375 6 

275 6 


29,663 


0 


The valuation for the borough, for the year 1877, is £30,102, showing an increase of 
about £439. The west ward comprises that portion of the town in the county of 
Armagh, and the north and south wards are in the county of Down. 

The port and harbour of Newry are under the management of the Ne wry Navigation 
Company, an incorporated company, originally constituted under an Act of the Irish 
Parliament, the provisions of which have been subsequently added to and amended by 
Acts of the Imperial Parliament. 

The Newry Navigation Company have also the control and management of the 
inland navigation, by canal, through and from Newry to Portadown, and receive all 
payments, fees, and emoluments of every kind, in respect of the port and harbour and 
inland navigation. 

The Town Commissioners have not any representative in the Newry Navigation 
Company, and do not receive any income in respect of the port and harbour or inland 
navigation. 

In connexion with the port and harbour of Newry, there are the “ Harbour of Car- 
lingford Lough Commissioners,” appointed in 1SG4, by the 27 & 28 Vic., cap. 93, 
confirming, with some variation, a provisional order of the Board of Trade, made under 
the provisions of the General Pier and Harbour Act, 1861. The object of these Com- 
missioners is to improve the navigation into Carlingford Lough. It is provided by the 
provisional order, that two of the Commissioners shall he appointed by the Newry 
Navigation Company and two by the Newry Town Commissioners, and the Newry 
Navigation Company and the Newry Town Commissioners, are, respectively, to fill up 
vacancies caused by death or resignations of their respective representatives. 

It is not required by the provisional order that the Carlingford Lough Commissioners 
to be appointed by the Newry Navigation Company, and the Newry Town Commissioners, 
respectively, are to be, or to continue to be members of either of these bodies. 

The Town Commissioners in 1865 nominated two of their own body to be two of 
the Carlingford Lough Commissioners. One of these has since ceased to be a Town 
Commissioner, but, as is understood, insists upon his right to continue to be a Carling- 
ford Lough Commissioner. 

It is alleged by the Town Commissioners that they have not the representation to 
which they are entitled on the Board of Carlingford Lough Commissioners. 

The Town Commissioners do not possess any property save the markets and water- 
works, recently acquired, as hereafter mentioned. 

There was a public water supply in Newry afforded by a reservoir and works, which 
were the property of Mr. Hallewell. 

•In February,. 1870, the Town Commissioners adopted a contract to purchase the 
works at the price fixed by arbitration, of £3,948, and went into possession of them. 

D 2 
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Ev. 10, 11, 12. 


Ev. 19-21. 
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The Town Commissioners, under the powers of the Towns Improvement Act, 1854, 
borrowed £5,000 to enable them to complete the purchase, and make the works required 
by them to supply water to the town. 

The Commissioners on the 24th April, 1871, paid £4,108 19s. 6d., the full amount 
of the purchase money and costs of arbitration, &c., out of the rates. 

The residue of the £5,000 was applied by the Town Commissioners on town works. 
They levied a 6d. water rate under the 17th and 18th Vic., cap. 103. 

On the 14th August, 1871, the Act of the 34 and 35 Vic., c. 19S, the Newry Improve- 
ment and Waterworks Act, 1871, was passed, by which it is enacted that the Town 
Commissioners and their successors shall be a body corporate, and have perpetual 
successors and a common seal. The powers of the Grand Juries of the counties of Down 
and Armagh respectively over roads, streets, bridges, &c., in the town, and of levying 
county cess within the borough, are transferred to and vested in the Town Commissioners, 
who are to contribute to county at large purposes, aud oue of the Town Commissioners 
is to be entitled to sit at the County Presentment Sessions. 

The Commissioners are empowered to construct a town hall and to establish markets 
and slaughter-houses, and to purchase grounds and premises and existing markets and 
mai'kets and fair tolls and dues, and to reserve for the use of the markets the tolls, rente, 
stallages, and dues mentioned in the schedule to the Act ; and they have power to 
appoint a butter weigher and taster, and to charge and receive for the weighing and 
tasting of butter the fees authorized for the time being by the general statutes in force 
in Ireland to be taken in respect of the weighing and tasting of butter. They are em- 
powered to construct public baths and wash-houses and to open a public park, and to 
supply from the waterworks then in their possession and from the proposed new water- 
works water for domestic and public purposes to the inhabitants of the town. They are 
empowered to levy a “Newry town rate” not to exceed 3s. in the pound in the valua- 
tion, and a “ Newry water rate” not to exceed 3d in the pound, with this provision, 
that if the produce of the water rate in any year shall not be sufficient for the purposes 
to which the rate is applicable, they may levy a further rate not exceeding 9d in the 
pound on all rateable property except mills and stores separately rated as such, and in 
case there shall be still a deficiency they may levy a further rate not exceeding 9d in 
the pouud in the year on mills and stores. These rates and Newry water rate are to be 
in lieu of the general yearly assessment directed by sec. 60 of the Towns Improvement 
Act of 1854. 

The Commissioners are empowered to borrow upon the security of the Newry town 
rate and Newry water rate any sum not exceeding £37,000, in addition to any existing 
mortgage-debt, to he repaid by means of a sinking fund, and the moneys borrowed are to 
be applied in payment of costs and expenses, &c., of obtaining the Act, and the expenses 
of the execution of the Act, and in paying to the trustees, as thereafter provided, the 
moneys directed to be paid to them under Part II. of the Act in respect of new water- 
works. 

A special and careful provision was made for the auditing of the Commissioners’ 
accounts, but this was repealed by the 35 & 36 Viet., cap. 69, sec. i2, and the accounts 
are audited by the Local Government auditor. 

Bv Part II. of the Act four Trustees, with one of the Town Commissioners, to be 
nominated by that body as a Trustee, are incorporated as undertakers for the purpose of 
constructing waterworks for obtaining from Camlough Lake a public supply of water at 
high pressure for the Town of Newry ; and all necessary powers for the purpose of 
obtaining and securing the required quantity of water from Camlough, and bringing it 
to a service basin at the town, were conferred upon the Trustees, who were bound to 
supply 625,000 gallons of water every twenty-four hours throughout the year j and the 
Commissioners .were to have control over the service reservoir, from which the supply 
was to be distributed without prejudice to the obligation of supplying the Town Com- 
missioners. The Trustees are bound to supply 3,500,000 gallons of water on every day 
of the year, except Sunday, for the use of mills and factories using any fall of the 
Gamlough River, and for the use of the Newry Navigation Company. For the making 
of the works and the. supplying of 625,000 gallons of water in every twenty-four hours 
the Town Commissioners were to pay the Trustees £12,000 ; and, finally it is provided 
that the costs of obtaining the Act are to be settled by the award of Mr. John Hancock, 
of Lurgan. 

There were several petitioners — of whom the Grand Juries of the counties of Armagh 
and Down were two — against the Bill for obtaining this Act, and the costs amounted to 
upwards of £8,000, of which the Town Cgjnmissioners had to pay £5,512 0s. 9d., 
including the costs of Mr. Hancock’s .aw,ard. Under the provisions of the Act the 
lown Commissioners purchased existing markets, and ground for making additional 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



SPECIAL GENERAL REPORT ON NEWRY. 21 

ones and also ground for making town improvements, and have now opened five public H ™ v - 
markets, from which a considerable annual profit is derived, and in which all markets s. 99 . 
and fairs are held, and these are no longer an obstruction and nuisance in the streets of Ev - 98 - 
the town. The gross receipts from the public markets for the year ending the 31st 
January, 1876, were, as appears upon the audited account (Appendix No. 14, page a pp .No. u. 
365), £2,206 19s. 7 d., and the outgoings £1,023 14s. 5 d., leaving a net profit of 

^1 383 5s 2d. *, 

The Camlough waterworks were completed by the trustees within the required time, JgrJJwww. 
and now afford to Newry an ample supply of water, distributed by gravitation through- uea»* 
out the town to the highest houses, and available and used for domestic purposes, and ' T - ~ J ' 

for extinguishing fires, flushing sewers and narrow lanes and courts, and watering the 

St The Town Commissioners levy under the “Newry Improvement and Waterworks 
Act” a town rate of 3s. in the pound, and a water rate of Is. in the pound on all rateable Town clerk, 
property within the borough other than stores and mills separately rated as such, and a Ev - 119J29 - 
rate of 6d. in the pound on stores and mills separately rated. The town rate and water Ev. 133. 
rate levied in October, 1876, amounted together to £5,451 16s. 6rf., and they received 
for special water rents and supplies for the year ending 31st December, 1876, £339 3s. Ev. 296-297. 
The other chief sources of income to the Commissioners is that afforded by the public E ^ 210 - 2U * 
markets, from which the receipts for the year were £2,406 19s. 7d. 

As appears from the abstract of the audited accounts, a separate account is kept of 
the water rate and rents, and the expenditure of them, and another account is kept of 
the receipt and application of the town rate and the proceeds of the markets, and that 
the expenditures of the rates are, with one or two exceptions, of the ordinary character 
necessary for town purposes. The only exceptions to be noticed are— the payment ot 
interest and instalments upon and in reduction of the capital debts of the Town Com- Ev. 290. 
missioners, hereinafter mentioned, and the application of £512 19s. 3d. of the town rate Ev. 294, * 295 , 
in payment of the purchase-money of ground purchased by Commissioners for market 
purposes, the title to which had not until that year been completed. 

Another item of expenditure out of the Newry town rate to be noticed is^ the contri- 
bution for the county at large charges of the counties of Armagh and Down ot 
£980 Os. lid., which includes £35 disallowed by the auditor as an over-payment, made 
bv mistake, and which will be' refunded. It will be seen from the evidence of Mr. j Ir . Doherty, 
Doherty and Mr. Devenish Meares, and the documents referred to by them that up to 
the passing of the “Newry Improvement and Waterworks Act” in 1871 the borough Mem*, 
of Newry paid in the form of county cess large sums to the counties of Armagh and 
Down for which there was not any direct return, and that the gain to the borough by 
the transfer of the powers and duties of the Grand Jury is equivalent to from £600 to 
£800 a year. . . „ , 

The capital debt of Newry consists of the balances, still unpaid, ot the moneys capital 
borrowed by the Commissioners, viz., £5,000 originally borrowed un.der the power ■ 

■riven by the 17 & 18 "Vic., cap. 103, and £37,000” borrowed at different times nnder 
powers conferred by the 34 and 35 Vic., cap. 193, sec. 60, making together £42,000. 

A statement was handed in by the Town Clerk setting forth the dates at which 
the sums making the £42,000 were borrowed and the sums repaid on account of them 
respectively. The balance of capital debt now remaining unpaid is £39,274 18s. 7a. Mr .j.p 0 herty, 
These loans are repayable by equal annual instalments composed of 5 per cent, interest Ev. 7<-79. 
and lly per cent, sinking fund, making 6^ per cent. This annual payment upon all the 
loans "amounts to about £2,700 a year, and will continue the same, subject to variation 
of income tax, until the whole debt is satisfied. The instalments and interest have been 
paid out of the town and water, rates and rents and the. receipts from the markets, lhe 
£42,000 have been applied in paying off the £ 3,000 borrowed for the purchase of .the Ev. 99-117. 
Hallewell Waterworks, and in the purchase of the. right of supply from the Camlough 
Waterworks, and in making the works necessary for distribution of the water, and in • 
purchasing ground, &c„ for the erection of and in erecting the public markets, and m 
purchasing houses and ground in order to improve the tovrn. 

The Town Comrnissioners in 1875, with the sanction of the Local Government .Board, Mr^Thomas^ 
applied to the Public Works L oan Commissioners, under the 37 and 38 vie., cap. 93, 
sec. 43, for an adyance of £27,000 at a lower rate of interest than they were paying on 
their loans, in order to pqy off so much of the existing mortgages and relieve the rates 
from interest to the amount of about £270 a year, which would then be available for 
the making of sewers much required in parts of the town, 

The Town Commissioners were advised by counsel that these applications were ev. 496. 
within the 43rd section above referred to because the £27,000 which they wanted to 
pay off had been expended in works made for sanitary .purposes, vi 2 ,, the public markets 
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and the public water supply. The Commissioners of Public Works, on the advice of 
the Law Officers in Ireland, refused the application. 

The Town Commissioners of Newry being an urban sanitary authority, have appointed 
the usual number of sanitary officers, who appear to discharge their duties honestly and 
effectually. The Town Commissioners have, from 1866 to 1876 inclusive, expended 
£3,679 3s. id. in drainage work. Of this sum there was up to 1871 contributed by the 
counties £1,156 17s., and by owners and occupiers £227 8s. 6d. (Appendix 14, page 865). 
They have erected newand commodious public markets, by which the town has been relieved 
from the very great nuisance of having the fairs and markets held in the streets and 
which are a source of considerable profit, and they have provided a very abundant public 
water supply at high pressure, available at all times for all public and private purposes. 
There is, however, a good deal of sanitaiy work still to be done at Newry. One at least 
of the principal streets of the town is without any main sewer, and there are other streets 
in which there is the same want. Newry has the advantage of a tidal river flowing 
through it, and a small rapid river called the Mill-race flowing into the said river. These 
rivers afford facilities for drainage, and to some extent make the want of main sewers 
above referred to, less important. The Town Commissioners in 1875 caused a specifi- 
cation and estimate of the required sewer work to be prepared by the town surveyor, 
Mr. Devenish Meares, and it was with a view of providing funds for making the required 
sewers that the Town Commissioners, as above mentioned, applied to the Public Works 
Loan Commissioners in 1875 for a loan of £27,000. 

_ There are in parts of Newry houses formerly occupied by the gentry, but now occu- 
pied as tenement houses, each one by two or three or more families of the poorer classes. 
The private accommodation in these houses originally intended and sufficient for one 
family is absolutely insufficient for the comfort, health, or cleanliness of the present 
numerous occupiers ; moreover, it is used or abused in such a way as to be useless for 
the purposes for which it was intended, and the halls, lobbies, or landing places are 
made depositories of night soil and filth. This state of nuisance is made the subject of 
frequently recurring complaints and report by the sanitaiy officers, whose reports are 
always acted on and cleanliness enforced; but the same causes, viz., the overcrowding 
of houses and the dirty and (according to one witness at least) intemperate habits of the 
occupiers, reproduce the same results, and the process of purifying has to be repeated 
It appeared in evidence that there were 400 or 500 houses in Newry which were 
without the means of having proper accommodation provided in or about them for the 
occupiers. Of course the only remedy for such a state of things is removal and recon- 
struction. The provisions of the “Artisans’ Dwellings Act of ] 875,” the 35 & 36 Viet., 
cap. 36, would, if available, enable the Commissioners to do what is required, but as the 
population of Newry is under 25,000 this Act does not apply. 

It appears that the owners of house property did not raise any difficulties in the way 
of sanitary improvements, but always acted upon the suggestions of the sanitary 
authority. J 

There is not any public slaughter-house in Newry, and the want of such an institu- 
tion is felt and complained of because the existing slaughter-houses, the property of 
P?7 ate P erson ?’ ar f so situated in densely populated places as to render them nuisances, 
although care is taken by the town officers to have them properly cleansed 

there is not any town watch established by the Town Commissioners. The town is 
under the care of the Royal Irish Constabulary, but they do not act as a night watch, 
and the town does not pay for their services. 


H. A. Robinson, 

Acting as Secretary, 


E. B. LAWLESS. (Seal.) 
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DUBLIN. 


Our inquiry in Dublin was limited, by your Grace’s instructions in Mr. .Robinson’s 
letter of the 13th April last, to the points named in the resolution of the Select Com- 
mittee of the House of Commons then communicated to us, and which are as follows : : — 

(1). The conditions and circumstances under which leases of corporate property were 

° 1 - 2 ). The payment and duties of high constable, water bailiffs, and officer of Commons. 

(3) . The management of the markets and the position of the office re (including the 
weighmasters) connected therewith. 

(4) . The management and expenditure of the improvement fund. 

In this order we proceed to deal with them : — 

I. The conditions and circumstances under which leases of corporate property have 
been granted, have recently undergone a considerable change in consequence of the 
modification of the 55th by-law of 1851, which was submitted to the late Lord Lieu- gr. .Norwood, 
tenant for approval on the 28th February, 1876, and assented to by His Grace on the 
7th March, following. 

The leasing powers of the reformed Corporation of Dublin, were for some years after Ev. 20. 
the passing of the Act of 1840, governed by sections 140-143 of that Act, and the 
practice then pursued will be found in Mr. Morgan’s evidence; but in June, IS 51, cer- 
tain by-laws were passed by the town council in pursuance of powers given by that Act, 
and the “Dublin Improvement Act of IS 49,” of which one— the 55th was as follows Dr. Norwood, 

« That no property of the Corporation shall be disposed of, except by auction after public advertisement, 
subject, however, to confirmation by the council, provided, however that if after being thus set up to public 
competition on two occasions without a sale or letting being effected, the council shall, upon a special report 
thereof, have the power to dispose of such property in the manner by them considered mo3t judicious. 

From 1851, accordingly, all the landed or house property of the Corporation, as it fell 
out of lease, was put up to auction, and disposed of according to the terms of this by -law, Z'. ,ea 
until the beginning of last year, when, in consequence of a number of valuable houses nr. Norwood, 
and shops in the best business part of the city (Grafton-street and Suflolk-street) being ^’.Morgan7 d 
about to fall out of lease— principally in the year 1880, but some few in 1877 and 1378— Ev. 479 . 
it was thought expedient, in order to do justice to the occupying tenants, to amend and 
modify this by-law ; and after a memorial to the late Lord Lieutenant on the subject, 
and an interview on the part of No. 3 Committee of the Corporation with Mr. Burke, the g-ggrood, 
Under Secretary, the by-law was amended by the introduction of the words “ save as 
hereinafter mentioned” in the first line, and the addition after the word “judicious of 
the following words : — Ev - 3S - 

“ The exception to the foregoing being in the cose of a tenant who is in actual occupation, and where the 
lease is within a period of five years’ expiration, who shall by memorial to the Council ask for a renewal of 
said lease, that then and in such case the Council may, with the consent of the Lords of the Treasury, grant a 
renewal of said lease, without offering the premises to public competition, for a term not exceeding thirty-one 
years, or, in the event of the tenant proposing to rebuild the premises, for a term not exceeding seventy-five 
years, at a yearly rent to be calculated by a sworn and competent valuator to be appointed by the Lords of the 
Treasury, as the yearly value of the premises at the time, and upon the express condition of the tenant before 
the execution of such new lease expending such sum of money upon the premises as the city architect for the 
time being, upon his oath, may declare as necessary, having regard to the period of years for which such new 
lease may be granted, and for the purpose of having the premises- put into such a state of repair as may, as far 
as practicable, enable them to be delivered up at the expiration of the term in good and substantial condition ; 
and in the case where the rebuilding of the premises may be required on a building lease for seventy-five years, 
the new building to be erected under the supervision and control of the city architect, subject to the direction 
of the law, lease, and finance committee of the Corporation.” 

Mr. Burke’s letter of the 7tb March, 1876, conveying the consent of the Lord Lieu- 
tenant to the by-law as thus amended, was on the 13th of that month Ev. 40 , 41. 

“ Referred to a committee of the whole house, with instructions to take into consideration the nature and 
circumstances of the property of the Corporation from the falling out of the lease, and to deal therewith by 
recommendations to this house from time to time as occasion may require." , 

That committee met on the 24th March, 1876, when two resolutions were passed 

(1.) “ That on the 3rd April next, the day before which the by-law will become law, the Town Clerk apply 
to the Lords of the Treasury to appoint a sworn and competent valuator for the purposes of the by-law. 

(2.) “ That the law and land agent he requested to immediately prepare a schedule of all the property 
coming within the terms of this by-law, with the occupiers’ names and all other information. 
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The Lords of the Treasury declined to appoint a general valuator, but replied that they 
would deal with each case upon its merits. 

On the next meeting, re the amended by-law, 17th January, 1877, it was resolved to 
invite — 

“ The present actual occupiers of all property, the leases of which expire within five years from the 4th 
April, 1876, to forward proposals to the committee for leases, whether the occupiers hold directly from the 
Corporation or not.” 

And again : — 

“That all other parties (if any) who were in actual ocoupation on the day live years previous to the expiring 
of the Corporation leases be also invited to send in proposals, so as to give tli,e Council the fullest possible 
information in each particular case.” 

This resolution was probably thought advisable in consequence of the conduct of 
certain lessees or their representatives, who were intermediate parties between the 
Corporation and the actual occupiers, and who had in the meantime, hoping to obtain 
advantage of the operation of the amended by-law, served notices on the actual 
occupiers, in consequence of which opinions of Messrs. Law, q.c., and Walker, q.c., had 
been taken by the Corporation upon the construction of the by-law. Upon these opinions 
being read at the next meeting of the Committee of the whole House on the 8th 
February, 1877, Town Councillor Gray moved that a special meeting of the Town 
Council be forthwith convened to pass a resolution, of which he then gave notice, in 
order that “ the determination qf the Town Council may be made manifest to protect, as 
far as in it lies, the equitable claims of the actual occupiers, and in no case to allow any 
advantage to the middleman under a by-law not intended for such purpose.” 

Accordingly at a special meeting of the Council, held on the 16 th February last, 
Councillor Gray moved his resolution : — 

“ That we, the Municipal Council of the city of Dublin, in special meeting assembled, hereby declare, that 
the intention of this Council, when amending tb,e 55th by-law, was to afford protection on equitable terms to the 
then actual occupier’s and their representatives, and that this Council therefore declares that in the case of any 
middleman so serving notice to quit, or ejecting the actual occupier before the expiry of the original lease, in 
the hope or expectation of thereby obtaining the exceptional favour - of a lease without public competition under 
the discretionary power conferred on the Council in the amended by-law, that under no circumstances will 
this Council grant any such favour to any person so evicting or serving notice to quit on the actual occupier ; 
but on the contrary, it will decline to grant to any such person any lease of any premises either originally in 
his own occupation, or otherwise.” 

To this an amendment was moved, which only differed from the original resolution 
by the introduction of the words, “ unless on special caqse shown and allowed by vote 
of Council,” which words were undoubtedly sought to be introduced to meet the case of 
Town Councillor Rochford, who had been for a long time an applicant for a new lease 
of certain premises on City-quay and Peterson’s-lane, known as “ Precious Clarke’s 
holding,” a portion of which premises (in Peterson’s-Jane) were in the occupation of 
Messrs. Monsell and Mitchell. 

This being a typical case, and one which has given rise to some animadversion, and 
may probably become the subject of litigation, was gone into at great length in the evi- 
dence, where all the circumstances and the correspondence relating to it will be found 
fully detailed. 

The case is remarkable, as an illustration of what may happen in other instances 
under the amended by-law, on two grounds — the one with reference to the hardship 
which an occupying tenant might be subjected to by the action of the middleman— the 
other, the position in which the Corporation may be placed by the action of the Lords 
of the Treasury. 

Briefly stated, the facts hearing .on these two pqinfs are as follows : — 

The Council, in ignorance of the fact that Messrs.' Monsell and Mitchell occupied any 
portion of these premises, had, on the 27th January last, after the passing of the amended 
by-law, notwithstanding a remonstrance upon other grounds from Mr. Morgan, their law 
and land agent, forwarded a memorial to the Lords of the Treasury for their assent to a 
seventy-five years’ lease to Mr. Rochford. They had previously obtained a valuation of 
the premises from Messrs. Brassington and Gale, and a report from the city architect as 
to the cost of the necessary outlay, which were communicated to the Lords of the Trea- 
sury, who, on the 6th of February last, after some intervening correspondence respecting 
Mr. Morgan’s protest, signified their approval of a seventy -five years’ lease being granted 
to Mr. Rochford at an annual rent of £64, and upon condition of the outlay recommended 
by the city architect. This rent of £64, was, however, according to Brassington and Gale’s 
valuation, the annual value of the premises for a thirty-one years’ lease only when no 
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rebuilding would be required, whereas upon a seventy-five years’ lease with a view to re- 
building they valued them at £95 a year. 

In the meantime Messrs. Monsell and Mitchell, who had received notice to quit the 
portion of these premises held by them from Mr. Corballis, the middleman between 
them and Mr. Rochford, had, on the 22nd January last sent in a proposal for this portion, 
which they amended on the 8th of February, when they proposed to take a lease for 
seventy-five years at £40 being just double the valuation put upon that portion by 
Brassington and Gale for seventy-five years, and £26 a year in excess of their valuation 
for thirty-one years. 

Upon the 10th of February, the Council having before them this proposal, and the 
reply of the Lords of the Treasury to the memorial, resolved — 


Alderman 
Ev. 29G. 


See Brnssing- 
tnn and Gale's 
Valuation, 

Ev. 63. 


“ Councillor Rocliford to get a lease of tlie premises from City-quay to South Gloucester-street, for seventy-five 
years, at a rent and outlay to be fixed by the city architect as to outlay, and by Brassington and Gale as 
to rent, and that upon execution of the said lease the lease now in existence shall be by him surrendered. 
The yard portion south of Gloucester-street to be then leased to Messrs. Monsell and Mitchell, upon like terms 
and conditions.” 


This resolution appears not to have been communicated to the Lords of the Treasury, ev. 74-78. 
Town Councillor Rochford having served notices upon the Lord Mayor that in the 
event of the Corporation refusing to grant him a lease upon the terms approved by the 
Lords of the Treasury he was advised to take steps to enforce specific performance of the 
same, and we have, since the close of this inquiry, learned that he has filed a bill against 
the Corporation to that effect. 

Another, though subsidiary point, is deserving of notice in this case, viz., that Mr. Ev. 79 . 
Rochford, a Town Councillor, and a member of No. 3 (the leasing) committee, voted on Alderman 
the very critical question raised by Mr. Gray, M.P., upon the first application from 
Messrs. Monsell and Mitchell, and before the receipt of the Treasury letter of the 6th 
of February, to the effect that this application should be communicated to the Lords 
of the Treasury with a request that “pending the re-investigation of the whole 
matter by the Council the Lords of the Treasury will delay the consideration of 
the memorial.” The result of Mr. Rochford voting on the question thus raised by Mr. 

Gray’s amendment was that the numbers on both sides were equal, and. the Lord Mayor 
having then voted against the amendment it was lost. The whole matter is very fully 
brought out in a letter from Messrs. Monsell and Mitchell to the Freeman's Journal, Ev. 296. 
dated the 29th January, 1S77, which will be found in the evidence of Alderman 
Harris. 

Another case, illustrating the action of the Town Council under the by-law of 1851, 
before its alteration, which was gone into at almost greater length than that of Mr. Mr. Morgan, 
Rochford, is that of Mr. Dockrell, another Town Councillor, the circumstances of * 8 o 9 ~^‘ 
which may be thus summarized. The lease of 47 and 48 Lower Stephen-street — two t.c. ° c r ° ’ 
houses, with stables in the rere, in the occupation of Mr. Thomas Dockrell — having Ev * 325 - 33 S. 
fallen in in IS 72 the premises were put up to auction in the Council Chamber, according |v! xoanV? 0 ’ 
to the then usual practice, under the 55th by-law, on the 29th of June, 1872, when nn<ii 2 i. 
Councillor Dockrell was the only bidder at £10 a year each. His offer, upon Mr. gr.^rwood,^ 
Morgan’s report, was not accepted by the Corporation, who were informed by Mr. ioi- 122 . 
Morgan that he had seen Mi\ Dockrell, who was willing that they should be put up Ev. 109 . 
to auction again. Upon this point there was clearly a misunderstanding, and Mr. 

Dockrell, who had paid a deposit of £5, considered himself ill-treated, and did not 
attend the second auction, when a Mr. Burke was the only bidder for these two lots at £12 ev. 105 and 
a year each. Mr. Morgan again advised that this bidding should not be accepted, and 50 &° rsan ’ 
finally Mr. Burke offered £15 a year for each, and paid £7 10s. deposit. Subsequently v ‘ 

Mr. Morgan went into the question with the city architect as to the outlay which would 
be needed to put them into tenantable condition, when finding that if £200 were laid 
out on one house and £100 on the other, they might probably be let for thirty-one seeMr. 
years, at from £70 to £80 a year, he reported accordingly to the Council, advising the p°p^ t ns 
exercise of their power to make such outlay, and to offer Mr. Dockrell a thirty-one Dr . Norwoo< i, 
years’ lease of the stables in the rere, at not less than £10 a year, but in the event of Ev. 107 , ios! 
the committee not recommending that the houses be put in repair, he repeats his 
previously expressed opinion that the ground comprised in each lot is worth £15 a year, 
on building lease for seventy-five years, and he further reports that he has returned 
Mr. Burke his deposit of £7 10s. for which he has signed a receipt, but that Mr. 

Dockrell has refused to receive back his deposit of £5, and has returned his cheque for 1 
that amount, with a letter from his solicitor stating “ that he will reserve to himself the 
right to act as he may be advised.” 

On the 2nd of September, 1872, all the proceedings and correspondence relative to Ev. 112 - no. 
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the re-letting of these premises appear to have come before the Council upon a reference 
from No. 3 Committee, when it was “ moved by Councillor Byrne, and seconded by 
Councillor Dennehy, and carried, that the letting of these premises made on the 29th 
of June, to Mr. Dockrell, at £10 a year each, be confirmed by the Council.” 

No reason being here assigned for thus giving the preference to Mr. Dockrell, a 
member of the Council, over Mr. Burke, who had offered a much higher rent, or for 
passing over Mr. Morgan’s later recommendation, we invited Messrs. Dennehy and 
Byrne, and subsequently Mr. Dockrell himself, to offer any explanation which might 
throw light upon the course thus adopted. Their explanations, and Mr. Morgan’s 
account of the part, which he, as the law and land agent of the Corporation, took in 
these proceedings will be found at the evidence quoted in the margin. 

Several other cases, to which we do not think it necessary here more particularly to 
advert, were gone into at some length in the course of Dr. Norwood’s evidence, that 
gentleman having been, he said, instructed by the Council to afford us every information 
respecting the dealings with the Corporate property, and being desirous of giving ns 
samples of the manner in which leases have been granted, including every case in which 
members of the Corporation are, or have been interested, not only under the amended 
by-law but also under the by-law of 1851, and previously. 

No leases have, in fact, been yet perfected under the amended by-law, hut a schedule 
of proposals (see Appendix No. 15, page 366) has been sent in, and in a few instances 
these proposals having been adopted by the Town Council upon a recommendation of 
No. 3 Committee, Mr. Morgan has been directed to prepare a memorial to the Lords 
of the Treasury, embodying the terms proposed, which memorial (see Appendix No. 15, 
page 367), after being posted up, pursuant to the terms of the statute, for the space of 
one month, has been forwarded to the Lords of the Treasury. Miss Gerty’s proposal 
for lands at Ringwood (the memorial as to which, posted up outside the City Hall at 
the time of our Inquiry, is given in the Appendix), Mr. Rochford’s, already treated of, 
and proposals for new leases by Messrs. Callinan and Son of Suffollc-street, and Mr. 
Campbell of Trinity-street, appear to he the only applications under the amended by-law 
yet submitted to the Lords of the Treasury for their approval. 

Three members only of the present Town Council were said to be interested in the 
55th by-law as now amended, viz., Councillor Rochford and Aldermen Manning and 
Harris; and Alderman Harris told us that he, although taking an active interest in its 
operation, and in the whole question of the disposal of the Corporate property, had 
made no proposal as yet for a renewal of the lease of the premises which he occupies in 
Suffolk-street, and that it was a matter of indifference to him whether he g<?t such 
renewal or not. He has himself received notice to quit from the middleman under 
whom, he is the occupying tenant; and he gave us other instances in which the middle- 
men holding leases under the Corporation had acted, or intimated their intention of 
acting, in a similar manner towards their undertenants since this modification of the 
55 th by-law. The inference he draws therefrom is that some further revision of the 
by-law is necessary, as, although it is still clearly open to the Corporation to put the 
premises up to auction, as heretofore, the present operation of the amended by-law 
is “ to open the door to pressure and favouritism,” at the same time that it is actually 
working a hardship upon the occupying tenants. 

Alderman Harris gave us also some valuable evidence, showing the great discrepancy 
between the Poor Law Valuation and the actual letting value of property in that quarter 
of Dublin in which so many valuable leases are about to fall in in the course of the 
next three years, and this was subsequently confirmed by Mr. Morgan, the Law and 
Land Agent. That gentleman, whose disinterested anxiety to see the valuable estates 
of the Corporation disposed of to. the best advantage is recognized by all parties, is very 
decidedly of opinion that the most advantageous course the Corporation could adopt, would 
be to sell the whole of their property, and apply the proceeds to paying off their debenture 
at n °P^ ons > which we have reason to believe are shared by Alderman Harris, 

Mr. Gray, m.p., and other members of the Corporation, were expressed by Mr. Dockrell and 
Mr. Vereker, the latter of whom is strongly in favour of letting by auction in all cases. 
Two reports by Mr. Morgan upon this subject, which, although not falling within the 
direct terms of reference to us, have, it seems to us, an important bearing upon the first 
P (^ ow under consideration), will be found in the Appendix to this Report 
(Appendix No. 15, page 382), and No. 3 Committee, in their report to the Council upon 
that relating to Baldoyle, “ suggest the desirability of preparing maps and rentals of 
the property, with a view to its sale, and that citv debentures be taken up and cancelled 
with the proceeds of the sale.” 
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IL The second point referred to us for inquiry is “The payment and duties of the DnBLIft - 
hio-h constable, water bailiffs, and officer of commons.” 

The duties of these officers, as settled in 1842, and at present framed and hung- up in Mr. John 
the Council Chamber, will be found in the Appendix (Appendix No. 15, page 386). _ The 
high constable, who is also billet-master, receives a salary of £100 a year, to which it 
was raised in 1863, his predecessor having received the same. His duties — although 
set out at considerably greater length in a letter addressed by himself in 1862, to Mr. ur.ssa. 
Farquahar, the then Town Clerk, and published in the report of a special Committee, 
upon the duties and salaries of the Dublin Corporation — do not appear to have materially Ev. 354. 
increasd since his first appointment in 1848, when his salary was fixed at £10 a year. 

In 1851 it was increased to £50 a year, in 185S to £75, and upon the motion of the 
present Lord Mayor, as a member of the special Committee of 1862, it was further 
raised to £100. As described by himself, his duties as billet-master are now merely Mr. f. 
nominal, and his duties as high constable are “ to wait on the Lord Mayor, attend him ev W 45M57. 
on his rounds at the public markets, at levees, balls, and on all public occasions, to 
provide military bands when he gives a banquet, and to see that no improper exhibition - 
takes place.” 

The water-bailiffs are no longer required to perform the duties set out in the Appendix, ?^ 59 

as settled in 1842, but they — and Mr.’ j. 

Martin, 

« Have charge of the plant with which the coal, salt, and potato ships are supplied, consisting of beams, Ev. 856. 
scales, tubs, <tc. They act as arbitrators between buyer and seller ; they report upon offences and summon 
offenders before the police magistrates ; they issue summonses for river and shipping acts, when such are 
contrary to the law ; they attend before the Lord Mayor when disputes arise between buyer and seller, when such 
disputes are not submitted to arbitration j* and they are actively engaged in minor duties. The salary of the 
officers is £200 per year each. 

“ The officers are bound to attend the office in person, and they severally remain on the quay, or are there 
from sunrise to sunset, and consider it their duty to attend the Lord Mayor when his lordship attends at the 
river in his official capacity ; also to protect the citizens from fraud in the irregularity of weights or other frauds 
that may be committed on the quays or river, and to bring the defaulters before the Lord Mayor ; to indorse 
all processes before execution j and to have at all seasons of the year a sufficient supply of the plant.” 

In addition to the above duties, one of the water-bailiffs acts as inspector of the weigh-housos on Burgh-quay, 

Eden-quay, and City-quay. He has also charge of the life-buoys placed along the river. He superintends 
the making and repairing of all the plant. The salary of each of them is still £200 a year. Mr. P. J. Byrne 
is still in office; he was appointed in 1S43. Mr. J. Murphy was appointed in February, 1873. In the first 
instance, on probation, he got £100 a year, which was afterwards increased to £200. 

The duty of “ attending the sword” (one of the original duties of these officers, and of Ev. 3G2, 3G3. 
the officer of commons), was thus described by Mr. Martin, the acting town Clerk : — 

“In the good old time, before the introduction of the metropolitan police, there was a very divided 
jurisdiction ; the Earl of Meath had a jurisdiction ; the Lord Archbishop of Dublin had a jurisdiction ; 
and they used occasionally to meet and obstruct each other, and then these were the Lord Mayor’s footmen.” 

Mr. Byrne, one of these water-bailiffs, is an old man of eighty, and the duties are Mr. Murphy, 
practically exclusively performed by Mr. Murphy, who was alone examined by us. ^|-_ 3S3 
Under the old system these officers were paid by fees, and Mr. M'Evoy sought to show »ud 422-429,’ 
that paying the water-bailiffs by salary worked a greater loss to the city than payment j“ r d m-evoy, 
by fees, which, taking into account the compensation annuities, amounting to £246 per Ev. 437-447, 
annum paid to two retired water-bailiffs, would have been, we found, the case last year, 
although the actual salaries, and the other outgoings formerly payable out of the fees Ev. 458-465. 
are very much less than the annual amount of fees now carried to the credit of the e v . 45s, 459, 
borough fund. Mr jJJJA 

The present officer of commons, who is also the mace-bearer, was appointed in 1866 Ev.' 866. 
at a salary of £100 a year, his predecessor having received £150, to which Mr. Barlow’s ^v! 688-642, 
salary was raised in 1870, and subsequently increased to £200 a year, at which it now and 621. 
stands. His duties, many of which are merely nominal, remain as fixed in 1842 (see 
Appendix No. 15, page 386), but are said to have nearly doubled in consequence of the ev. 626,643. 
far more frequent meetings of the Council and the committees which he has to attend, 
and the consequent increase in the number of summonses or notices which he has to Ev. 644, G46, 
serve. In no other material respect, however, do his duties appear to have increased, Mr B “ 5 l ovr> 
and it should be remarked that he is paid at the rate of one halfpenny each for every Ev. <548^51. 
summons or notice-paper he has to send out, which now amounts to something like £10 ev. 628-033. 
a month, while nearly all these notices are delivered by him by hand. 3“r. nwiow,^ 

III. The markets — of which “the management and the position of the officers (including thbbubxbts. 
the weighmaster) connected therewith,” was the third point referred to us — are, the "Smith- Mr. Laior, 
field hay and straw market, the Kevin-street market, the Spitalfields market, the Green ‘ v * ,46 ‘ 
hide crane and rag market, and the Cattle market. Two other old markets, the Little 

E 2 
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dubun. Green-street butter aud egg market, and the United Butter-trade market, have died 
'Ey. s«s. out; and the Smithfield and the Cattle market are practically the only important 

miii n;s’ 753, mar ^ e * s a ^ present under the control of the Corporation. The Cattle market is under 
the control of Committee No. 2 of the Corporation, but the others are all under the 
Ev. ous-672. control of the Lord Mayor, who is ex-officio clerk of the markets. He appoints two 
deputy clerks of the markets, who are also inspectors of weights and measures, under 
the Dublin Improvement Act. One of them (Mr. Webb) is also inspector of petroleum at a 
Ev. 075-086. salary of £10 a year, and they divide between them£l 60 a year as inspectors of weights and 
measures, and £30 a year as deputy clerks of the markets. (For their duties in these 
Ev’tmmm" severa * ca P ac ities see Appendix No. 15, page 386.) They also receive a fee on all 
adjustments of weights and measures upon a scale long settled, which, although said to 
Iv -or and ac <l u iesced in by the general public, has given rise to at least occasional objections or 
jir.E. j!'wcbb, complaints, some of which were raised upon the present inquiry. A more material 
Mr" Late 744, °kj ec ti° n bas been raised by the auditor, Mr. Finlay, viz.: — That these fees, which 
Ev! 704-707. average about £5 os. a week, after deducting all incidental expenses, ought, under the 
s^MnFiniavs -Dublin Improvement Act, to be lodged to the credit of the improvement fund ; and so 
Report. ^ ‘ long ago as the year 1S72 he suggested that the opinion of counsel should be taken on 
Ev. 1043. this point. No such opinion has been taken, and quite recently No. 2 Committee have 
Iv! 719 - 721 ’ recommended that the existing custom be continued. The weights used in the water- 
bailiffs’ department and the Corporation weighbridges are tested by these officers free of 
charge. 

Ev. 7cs. The Smithfield market for the sale of hay and straw, is held on Tuesdays and Satur- 
Ev. 988. days. Formerly all the cattle were sold there, but although Smithfield is a free market, 
in which no tolls can be levied, whereas in the Cattle market, all cattle brought in for 
Iv warn sa ! e P a y cei 'tai n tolls fixed by schedule, almost all cattle now sent into Dublin for sale 
90s.' ! of whatever kind are sold in the Cattle market, which more than pays all its expenses, 
Ev. io 24 98C notwithstanding the high rate of interest at which the greater part of the capital in- 
1020 - 1028 . vested in it was borrowed. 

Ev. 884-809. The entire cost of the Cattle market has been £24,550, of which the first £17,000 

raised, and the last loan of £3,500 was borrowed for fifty years at six per cent, on 

debenture mortgages, subject to deduction if the surplus half yearly profits of the market 
Ev. 893-89.. do not realize sufficient to pay the full amount. The two intermediate loans of £550 
and £3,500 were borrowed, the former at five and the latter at four and a half per cent. 
Ev. 9 C 4 T 91 ° . e g roun d on which the cattle market stands is held by the Corporation, we were told, 

m perpetuity at a rent of £315 a year, which includes the City Arms Hotel, now let at 

Ev Soils £115 a y ear - Tll is market is managed (under No. 2 Committee) by one superintendent 
its'i. " ’ ’’ a ^ a salary of £100 a year, who receives all tolls and dues, and the weekly rents of certain 
Ev. 923. wooden offices put up for the convenience of the salesmasters, which sums he is required, 

Ev. 9i>9. after deducting the -wages of the labourers employed in the market (averaging last year 

£93 0s. 10 cl.), to pay to the Bank of Ireland every week to the credit of* the Corpora- 
tion, upon a receivable order from the city treasurer. Previously to lodging this balance, 
the superintendent is required to furnish each week to No. 2 Committee a detailed 
Ev. 98$, 923. account, showing not only the gross amount of his collections from tolls and office rents 
and the disbursements for weekly wages, but also the names of the owners of the cattle 
E\. lDH.ioio. and the number of beasts, sheep, and other animals, distinguishing them, which are 
brought into the market. The scavenging of the cattle market costs the Corporation 
under the present system about £90 a year, after deducting the sale of the manure, 
ihe previous superintendent was a defaulter to the amount of about £315, of which 
Ev. 924-927. only £114 has been yet made good ; and Mr. Finlay, in reporting on the defalcation 
alter ins first audit, said there was no check exercised on the superintendent’s receipts, 
u that a more efficient system had been introduced. We were told, however, that 
the same system as now pursued was supposed to be then in force, only it was not carried 
Ev. 932, 92s. out. I he present superintendent gives a bond for £500, and the balance of the late 
superintendent s debt is said to be secured by an insurance kept up by his family, and 
payable on his death. r r j 


■ ^ke inspector of the Smithfield market also receives £100 a year, viz., £75 a year as 
inspector of the hay and straw market, and £25 a year as inspector of the pig market 
o' ® v . ei 7 Thursday in the hay market adjoining, and indeed forming part of 

i\/r an< ^ - 1S described as a very great nuisance. 

- r. Morgan, in a report upon the markets, says of this pig market, that it “ presents 

e s rongest evidence of neglect and defiance of all proper regulation,” “ creating 

a public nuisance and permanent obstruction from 3 f.m. each Wednesday until conclu- 
sion o Ihursday s market and he proceeds to offer suggestions for limiting its area 
anu remodelling it, which however has not been done. The obvious remedy would seem 
e o remove the pig market to the cattle market where there is plenty of accommo- 
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elation ; but the interests of the persons who are in the habit of selling these pigs on Dinvws. 
commission, and who live in Smithfield, appear to form an obstacle to this. The only Ev. 003. 
other animals sold in Smithfield now are some store cattle. 

The duties of the inspector are to see that the by-laws are carried out in the Smith- Ev. 770, rei. 
field market, and to examine all hay aud straw exposed for sale with the view of 
detecting fraud, and if any be discovered, to report it to the Lord Mayor. ■ If the hay 
or straw be condemned by the Lord Mayor, it is to be sold by public auction, and the 
proceeds paid to the credit of the Borough Fund. The inspector has only one assistant, ev. 772 . 
who is paid 5s. a day on Tuesdays and Saturdays. 

The only fees charged in this market are for weighing — \d. per cwt. for both hay and Ev. 775, 7so, 
straw — returns of which are made twice a week by the weighmasters to the secretary to JJjJ Weiok . 
No. 2 Committee, and the net amounts lodged to the credit of the Improvement Fund masters. ■ 
by the weighmasters, after deducting the wages of two porters and a clerk. At the end Ev. 785-794. 
of each month all the fees received are divided equally between the five weighmasters, b* 777, 778- 
so lono 1 as their amount does not exceed what would give £120 a year to each. I 11 
that event the surplus would go to the credit of the Improvement Fund ; but hitherto 
there has been no surplus. Last year £408 10s. was divided between the five weigh- Ev. 802. 
masters, and the year before they appear to have got but £351 between them. It an. iianghton, 

not being compulsory to weigh in Smithfield market, some of the factors have set up Ev. sos-soa 

private weigh-houses, of which there are now seven, in the vicinity of the market ; and 
with a view of reducing the competition from these, the Corporation weighmasters are 
it seems authorized to, and do, charge less than the \d. per cwt. which was fixed by the 
Act. The duties of the weighmasters will be found set out at length in Mr. Lalor’s Mr. 
evidence, at questions 793, 794. 

The “ Kevin-street market,” which was formerly under the control of the Earl of Meath, Ev. * 10 - 81 4 . 
does not pay its expenses. The Lord Mayor’s deputy at this market is entitled to 30s. 
a week, provided he receives that amount of fees ; but his average earnings from the 

date of his appointment have been 12s. Id. weekly, and the cost of the establishment 

to the Improvement Fund for the current year was said to be £13 Is. 6r7. 

“ Spitalfields,” another old market, which at one time yielded £1,600 a year, has Ev.sis. 
become such a merely nominal afFair that no account has been kept of it since August, Ev. sm-sso. 
1857. It is subject to a rent of £50 a year, payable by the weighmaster to a Mr. Laurence Ev - 818 - 837 - 
Keogh, who is cousin to the present weighmaster. The latter is entitled to receive all 
the fees and required to pay all expenses out of them, and Mr. Lalor expressed himself 
as certain that he did not receive more than 10s. a week from the market, which is prac- Ev; 816, si9, 
tically his own, there being no claim on the Corporation for the rent. 

The remaining market, the “ Green Hide Crane and Hag Market,” which is held on Ev. 831-837. 
ground belonging to the Corporation, and consequently under the control of No. 3 
Committee, is let at an annual rent of £50, to Mr. James Macken, who is the “ craner Ev. 838, 84o. 
or weighmaster, as yearly tenant. It was formerly let at £70 a year, but reduced at 
request of the present tenant. No supervision is exercised over this man by the Cor- 
poration, and although a memorial of the hide merchants of the city was presented two Mr. 
years ago, complaining that the “ craner” had become himself a dealer in hides and skins, 
to the prejudice of the trade, which we found was, as alleged, in direct contravention of Mr. 
his agreement in 1871, when the rent was reduced to £50, no steps have been taken by 
No. 3 Committee either to insist on his abandoning the practice, or to determine his 
tenancy, the Committee coming to the conclusion upon inquiry that there was no fraud Mr. 
detectable, and that although it might be injurious to the buyers, itwas rather an advantage '• 
than otherwise to the sellers, who were in favour of the additional competition thus created. 

That it does work an injustice to the trade buyers was clearly explained by Mr. Lyons, Mr. Lyons, 
and it was finally admitted on behalf of the Committee that the practice was in contra- j^ tin) 

vention of the “ craner’s ” agreement, and that there had never been any attempt to get E^io4Land 
any higher or better terms for the market from anyone else. _ ’ 

There are three weigh-houses belonging to the Corporation, which were established in Mr. Laior, 
consequence of a report by Lord Mayor Joynt, to which our attention was directed .by E ^; 448 . 451 .’ 
Mr. M‘Evoy. These weigh-houses do not pay — those at City-quay and Burgh-quay being 
worked at an annual loss of about £150 between them, and that at Eden-quay only just 
pays its expenses. 

IV. The management and expenditure of the improvement fund is practically under p“*" 0TIa,EST 
the charge of No. 1 Committee of the Corporation. This fund consists principally of the receipts. 
receipts from the improvement rate, which, by the Dublin Improvement Act of 1849 
(12 & 13 Vic., c. 97) is limited to 2s. in the pound, at which it is always levied. The 2s. Mr. O’Donnell, 
rate ought to produce, upon the present valuation, £59,489 18s. 6d. per annum, of which ^m^ 047- 
it is estimated that upon an average over £6,000 would be always lost as irrecoverable. Ev. 1052- 

1 0 1056 , 1069 . 
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The Collector-General, under the “Collector-General of Rates Act,” stops two and a half 
per cent, for expenses of collection, and ten per cent, is the estimated loss for insolvencies 
exemptions, &c. Each rate is kept four years in course of collection, so that the lodgment 
each year consists of only an instalment of the current rate, and is largely made up of 
arrears from the rates of the three preceding years. 

The receipts for the year ending 31st August, 1875 — the last year audited before our 
Inquiry — amounted to £63,828 15s., and included a sum of £351 10s. 6d. (see abstract 
of Improvement Account in Appendix No. 15, page 378), lodged by the weighmasters 
from the city weigh-houses, and Smithfield Market, including proceeds of confiscated 
hay and straw, which, as we have already seen, ought to have been carried to the credit 
of the Borough fund to which it was subsequently transferred. 

Certain Wide Street rents should produce about £420 a year to the credit of the 
improvement fund, and £33 18s. 5 d. is the annual rent, also payable to this fund, from 
some old turnpike houses on the Circular-road on which the turnpikes have been abolished. 

“ Deposits ” for licenses for works executed by the Corporation on behalf of and at the- 
request of private parties form a large item in the annual receipts of this fund, and it is 
noticeable that a considerable portion of the late city treasurer’s defalcations arose out of 
these deposits, upon which there is usually a balance to be returned. It may be here 
remarked that all this gentleman’s (Mr. Robinson’s) defalcations have been made good, 
and previous to the appointment of his successor the Corporation made an order that all 
payments, instead of passing through the treasurer’s hands, should be made for the future 
direct to the Bank of Ireland upon a receivable order ; and had this been strictly acted 
upon the detention of a cheque for £106 18s. 3d. from the London and North-Western 
Railway Company by the present town clerk, which was cashed by him instead of beino- 
paid direct to the credit of the improvement fund under circumstances subsequently 
noticed, could never have occurred. 

Ev. mo- The receipts from, sales of the manure from street scavenging are very trifling — some- 
1121 ' thing under £170._ This arises from the streets being chiefly macadamized, and indeed 
ms! 123- difficulty of disposing of these street sweepings is rapidly becoming a very serious 

Mr. fi . Neville, question in consequence of the great cost of conveying them outside the city, and to the 
im 387 “ depots being almost full owing to the unsaleable nature of the contents. 

Ev. iisG— A sum of £500 which ought to have been paid to the credit of this fund by the 
Alliance Gas Company towards the cost incurred by the Corporation in opposing the 
Bill presented by that company in 1874 has not yet been paid, although Mr. Finlay the 
auditor had directed attention to the omission, and a member of the Corporation has 
long ago given notice of motion to call upon the company to carry out their agreement, 
which motion has not as yet been dealt with. 

Mr. Beveridge, . ^o ^ ess a sum than £2,482 12s. 8 d. which had been erroneously charged to the 
Mr omonneu uuprovement fund in the years 1873, 1874, and 1875 has been recouped to that fund 
Ev. U43, ’ fro 1 ** the north and south sewer fund in 1876. Indeed at one time the improvement 

Mr^Beveridge, * UEl ^ seems t° have been “ regarded as a fund for everything,” and the accounts, previous 
Ev. 1475. to the appointment of Mr. Beveridge, the present secretary to No. 1 Committee, had got 
into great disorder. A very much better system has been now introduced, and the 
accounts of^ this committee and all the details of their street expenditure appear to be 
now kept with great clearness and accuracy. 

At the commencement of the financial year now under consideration there was a 
balance against the improvement fund of £3,227 15s. 7 A, but the receipts having ex- 
ftSST"’ ^ ededthe ex P e nditure by £2,744 8s. Id, the balance due by this fund at the close of 
the year was reduced to £483 7s. 6d., a result mainly owing to the large recoup effected 
from the north and south sewers fund. 

or ^i-rovx“ e Tb® expenditure for the year was £61,084 6s. lid, the principal heads of which are 
mT" B everidge, f 3 follows: Salaries, £2,266 14s. 8d, the details of which are given by Mr. Beveridge 
Ev. U59- m his evidence. Pensions or “compensation annuities,” £l,369 7s 2d. These arise 
under two Acts— the Improvement Act of 1849, by which officers of the Corporation 
who had served under the old Wide Street Board, may receive “ adequate compensation ” 
up to the fud amount of their salary; and the “Local Officers’ Superannuation Act 
izio. (Ireland), 1869 (32 and 33 Vic., cap. 79), which limits the superannuation allowances 

to all other officers to two-thirds of the salary enjoyed at the date of retirement. 
loin 1217 ’ i ! ot tte ? e superannuation allowances, which, under the Act of 1869, was at 

. first £2,522 5s. lid, and which in 1864-65 had reached £3,681, has been this year re- 
• v duced to £79 A 3s. Id, to which if we add £251 for pensions granted under the more 

Ev. i-43. recent Act of 1869, we shall have the full amount for the present year, viz., £1,047 3s. id 

I he markets, weigh-houses, _ and weights and measures department constitute together 
v. im .v a charge of £726 3& 6 d. against the Improvement Fund, of which £597 18s. 8 d is in 
Ev. 1250. respect of the Smithfield Market. The cost of lighting the public lamps, which is only 


1205. 

Ev. 1206- 
1243. 
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charged at £6,970 13s. 6 d. in the account for the financial year, as audited, was really D ^ s - 
.£8,867 13s. 7cl. for the year ; and in like manner the cost for scavenging, which is put Ev. 1255 - 58 . 
down in the audited accounts at £8,099 19s. 9 d. for the year ending 31st August, 1875, 
was £14,585 for the year ending 31st December, 1875, and has never been so low for ev. ihs. 
many years as it was last year (1876), when the scavenging staff was reduced 20 per cent. Ev - 141 L 
it fell to £13,045. ' _ . 

The fact is — and this is an opinion expressed alike by Mr. Finlay, the auditor, Mr. Ev.i 4 ii,i 4 i 8 . 
Beveridge, the able secretary to No. 1 Committee, and Mr. O’Donne!, the experienced 
accountant to the Corporation — the financial year, as audited, ought to end, not on the Ev. laco. 

31st August, but on the 31st December, when the true expenditure for the year would 
be more correctly ascertained ; and it was suggested by Mr. O’Donnel that a clause to 
effect this might possibly be introduced into the Collector-General of Rates Bill, now, 
we believe, under the consideration of Parliament. 

For the £ 8,867 charged for lighting, the Corporation light 3,470 lamps at a cost of Ev. i26i. 

£2 11s. 5 d. each per annum, and the price charged by the company for 1,000 cubic feet, 

which -was in 1875 3s. 11 d., is now 4s. 6 cl. Ev.1207-1271. 

Of the £100,000 which the Corporation were empowered to borrow under their 
Improvement Act of 1847, they have received up to the present time £48,550 — viz., fund.' 
£24,550 for the cattle market, as already stated, of which no portion has been paid off; 

£2,000 for the improvement of College-green — for College railings — of which £1,300 

has been paid off: £2,000 to purchase horses in 1871, when they took the scavenging, 

which had previously been done by contract, into their own hands — all paid off within 

eighteen months ; and £20,000 taken up in November, 1875, for the first instalment of 

a loan of £50,000, at 4£ per cent., contracted for with the Law Life Assurance Com- En 1327-28. 

pany. The remaining £30,000 the Corporation may take up or not, when they want it, Kv - ,33 '- 

and the first instalment of £1,000, which they are required to repay annually, was paid 

on the 13th December last. No sinking fund has been formed, as required by the Act Ev.1332-1328. 

of 1847 , in respect of the £ 24,550 raised for cattle market. Ev.1333-1335. 

In addition to these loans the Corporation have issued Lloyd’s bonds for 
£6,820 13s. 4 cl, one of which, for £625, was paid off in August last. 

Comparing the improvement account for 1875 with that of 1876, which was under 
audit at the time of our inquiry, we find that the receipts from rates to 31st August in 
the latter year amounted to £55,019 3s. 1 Id., or about £2; 100 more than in 1875, 
attributable to the Government bounty being then for the first time brought into Kv.isn- 1312 . 
account. £20,000, the first instalment of the loan for £50,000, is also brought into this 
account, bringing up the total receipts to over £82,000. On the other hand the Ev. i8io, 
expenditure during that period upon “ general works,” such as paving, macadamizing, 
flagging, asphalting, scavenging and watering, came to £52,599, against £40,299 in the 
previous corresponding year, the difference arising principally from the extra expen- Ev. ms. 
diture upon special paving works of £11,003 7s. lie/., out of the £20,000 instalment of 
loan. Two paving accounts are now kept — No. 1, the ordinary account which is paid 
out of the rates, and No. 2, for special works paid out of the loan, the latter of which 
had at Christmas last reached the sum of £17,805. 

On the 31st August,. 1876, subject to any alteration which might be made by the Ev. uia. 
auditor there was a balance of £8,805 5s. 11c//. in favour of the improvement fund instead 
of £483 7s. 6c/. against it as at the close of the preceding year, but of course that repre- 
sents a certain portion of the money borrowed. Before, however, the 31st December 
last more than £18,000 of the loan had been expended in paving and other works of Ev. 1509. 
a permanent character, and the £1,000, the first instalment of capital, had been repaid, 
and a balance remained to the credit of the improvement fund of over £3,200, showing Ev.hso-hs2 . 
a great improvement since 1874 in the financial position as regards this particular fund. 

The whole amount received from the improvement rate from 1850 up to the 21st the stueets, 
April in the present year has been no less than £1,299,568 Is. 6d., yielding an average diture 
income of over £48,000 a year from rates alone; at the same time the state of the 
Dublin streets is such that Mr. Parke Neville, the city engineer, does not pretend that 
they are, or can be maintained in anything like a satisfactory condition. He is now e^isgi i39« 
endeavouring under a special order of the Council to reduce the macadamizing and 
increase the paving, in the furtherance of which great assistance is being derived from 
the tramway companies. Eight miles and seven furlongs of tramways have been, it Ev. 1379. 
seems, already laid down in the city, along the whole length of which the centres of 
the streets have been paved by the companies at their 'own expense, and the Council Ev. 1379. 
have ordered that the paving of all these streets shall be completed by filling up the 
spaces between the tramways and footpaths. These companies are still extending 
their operations, and Mr. Neville considers that a great saving will be effected as the Ev. 1391. 
substitution of paving for macadamizing advances. "No matter,” he says, "what price 
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you pay in Dublin you cannot get a first-class macadamizing stone.” Another saving 
lie hopes to effect by repairing the footways, which in many parts of the city stand 
much in need of repair, with Limmer asphalte instead of flagging. The scavenging 
staff alone cost about £1S0 a week in wages, but many of the men employed appear to 
be quite unequal to the work, and some confirmation of the opinion we thus formed 
when seeing them paid in Whitehorse-yard, would seem to be afforded by the statement 
that when last year the Committee made an order reducing the staff by twenty per 
cent., very little inconvenience was felt by the reduction. 

It is certainly difficult to imagine anything less effective than the manner in which 
their duty of scavenging is at present discharged ; nor do we think that in any town we 
have visited in Ireland the streets present such evidence of neglect in this department. 

One matter to which Mr. Finlay drew attention during his recent audit is here 
deserving of notice : Seven men were charged for as employed at 7s. a week at the 
Whitehorse-yard, and upon inquiry he found that one of them was dead, and that the other 
six were never employed there. This was admitted, and it was said that the Committee 
having no power to pension them, “they were set down nominally as at work, but it 
was an understood thing that they were not working.” A woman who represented 
herself to be his wife drew the pay for the dead man for some time before his death 
and subsequently. 

Mr. Beveridge afterwards told us that it was the intention of the Council to superan- 
nuate these men, who have been very long in the service of the Corporation, and who 
were recommended by the city engineer as deserving men. He said “for a time they 
did light work, and then growing more feeble they were told to go about their business.” 

A report of Committee No. 1 having been printed on this subject, we annex it in the 
Appendix to this Report (Appendix No. 15, page 384). 

We also print in the Appendix (No. 15, page 370), a statement of facts drawn up by a 
committee of the whole house in pursuance of an order of Council of 23rd March, 1877 
in relation to the cheque for £106 18s. 3d. cashed by the Town Clerk on the 9th Febru- 
ary, 1877, and not lodged by him to the credit of the Corporation until the 17th March 
following, and then not until after discovery of the fact that such cheque had been so 
c cashed, and application made to him on the 12th March by Mr. Beveridge to lodo-e 
the money to the credit of the improvement fund not later than the 15th March. ° 

Upon this statement being submitted by the committee in their report to the Council, 
Town Councillor E. D. Gray (the present Member for Tipperary), moved, “ That the 
Town Clerk be, and is hereby required, to send in his resignation to which an 
amendment was moved by Sir John Barrington, and carried by the casting vote of the 
Lord Mayor : — 

“ That the report of facts from the committee of the whole house showed that the Town Clerk detained in his 
hands a sum of money which he, on receipt thereof, should have lodged to the credit of the Corporation : that 
such proceeding on his part, though not done with any fraudulent intent, was highly reprehensible and irregular, 
and calculated considerably to abate the confidence of the Council in him ; that he be publicly reprimanded and 
suspended until he find security for £1,000 for his future regular conduct.” 

Since then we are informed that Mr. Henry having obtained security, has been 
reinstated in office. 


H. A. Robinson, 

Acting as Secretary. 


U. CORBETT. (Seal.) 
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WEXFORD. 


The seaport town and parliamentary borough of Wexford was, before the passing of 
the 3 rd and 4th Viet., cap. 108, governed by a Corporation of considerable antiquity. 

This Corporation was dissolved by that statute in schedules B and G, in which Wexford 
is included; and under the provisions of the 14th section of that statute, the. present 
Corporation of Wexford received a charter of incorporation, by letters patent from Her 
Majesty the Queen, dated the 25th July, 1846. 

Under this charter, which is the only one of the kind that has been granted since 
the passing of the 3rd and 4th Viet., cap. 108, the Corporation of Wexford are the 
owners of the property of the former Corporation, and are possessors of and bound by 
all the rights, powers, interests, duties, and liabilities of the Corporations that have been 
preserved and reformed by the 3rd and 4th Viet., cap. 108. 

There are 464 a. 3r. Up. within the borough. The population at the last Census was Mr. O’Leary, 
12,077, showing a small increase over that of 1861. The valuation of the property in e^Tio. lerfc * 
the borough is £15,793, but for the purpose of levying the rate in lieu of county cess, 
which is leviable upon the principle of the Towns Improvement Act, 1854, the provisional 
valuation is £15,443 5s. The town is, by the charter of incorporation, divided into ° BDEr “ 
three wards. The names, valuation, number of burgesses in, and number of represen- 
tatives of, in the Corporation, are as follows, viz. : — 


Name. 

Selskar’s, 

St. Mary’s, 
St. Iberius’, 


Valuation. No. of Burgesses. Representatives in Corporation. 


£ S. d. 

4,GG9 0 0 
5,453 5 0 
5,670 10 0 


94 Two aldermen and six councillors. 
43 Do. do. 

99 Do. do. 


£15,792 15 0 23G 


The qualification for members of the Council under the charter of incorporation is the e y. u. 
being on the burgess list and the possession of real or personal property, or both, of the 
clear value of £500 over and above his debts, or the being on the burgess list and 
the occupation for twelve months past of a house in the borough rated to the relief of 
the poor at £20 a year ; and the qualification of a burgess is that required by the 3rd 
and 4th Viet., cap. 108. 

The mayor, "who does not receive any salary, is chosen from the general body of the Ev. is. 
Council. The 17th and 18th Viet., cap. 103, was adopted in its entirety by the Corpo- 
ration in 1870. By a Provisional Order of the Local Government Board for Ireland, Ev. 20 - 22 . 
dated the 15th November, 1S72, confirmed by the 36th Viet., cap. 61, passed on the 
16th June, 1873, the jurisdiction, powers, and authority of the Grand Jury of the county 
of Wexford with respect to roads, bridges, footpaths, and public works within the 
borough, are transferred to the Corporation of Wexford. The borough is to contribute 
in proportion to the valuation of property within it to the county-at-large charges. 

Existing contracts under the Grand Jury are provided for ; and the Corporation are 
empowered to levy, in addition to any other rates leviable by them, a rate of 2s. in the 
pound, to be levied in all respects as any assessment under the Towns Improvement 
(Ireland) Act, 1854. 

The Corporation of Wexford obtained a second Provisional Order of the Local Ev. 25 . 
Government Board, Ireland, dated the 2nd December, 1875, which was confirmed by 
the 39th & 40th Vic., cap. 155. Several public Acts are incorporated by this Order, 
and the Corporation are empowered to exercise compulsory powers of purchase of lands 
and water and water-rights for the pux-pose of forming a water supply for public and 
domestic use in the town ; they are empowered to levy a domestic water rate of Is. in 
the pound on the valuation, and a public water rate of 6d. in the pound. And it is 
provided that the borrowing powers conferred by the 40th section of “The Public 
Health Act (Ireland), 1874,” shall extend and apply to the rates authorized by the Order, 
and to the costs, charges, and expenses to be incurred by the Corporation in the perfor- 
mance of its duties under the Order. And the Corporation are empowered to borrow 
and take up at interest any sums of pioney necessary for defraying such costs, charges, 
and expenses, subject to the provisions and with the authorities contained in that 
section. The Order contains other provisions for the regulation of the water supply, 
which it is not necessary to refer to here. The Corporation have not, as yet, exercised 
the borrowing power so conferred upon them, but they have received from the eminent 
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engineer, Mr. Hawkesly, plans for the construction of public waterworks, and an 
estimate’ of about £16,000 for the costs and expenses of executing the works, not 
including the purchase-money of the lands that may be required. They have applied 
to the Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland for a loan of £25,000 for the purpose 
of purchasing land for and constructing the proposed public- waterworks, but it is 
uncertain whether more than £25,000 may not be required, and the Corporation are- 
desirous of obtaining at once a sum sufficient for the completion of the works. Some 
few of the members^ of the Council and of the ratepayers, objected to the expense of 
constructing public waterworks as unnecessary, but it is clear from the evidence given 
that the present supply of water is most miserably deficient, and that the great want of 
the town of Wexford is a good public water supply. 

The old Corporation of Wexford is stated to have been possessed of considerable fee- 
simple properties in houses and lands, but large and substantial interests bad been’ 
alienated by the Corporation before the passing of the 3 & 4 Vie., cap. 10S. It is found by 
the Report of the Municipal Commissioners for Ireland, made in 1835, that at the time 
of the Commissioners’ inquiry, the Corporation were seized and possessed of lands 
and houses near to and in the town of Wexford, in- the occupation of twenty-nine 
tenants, producing a yearly rent of £147 ; and that it was expected that upon the 
termination of some leases, the particulars of which are not given in the Report, 
a rise of about £100 a year would take place. The same Report finds that very 
improvident lettings have been frequently made of portions of Corporation property 
upon very long leases at very low, or even nominal, rents. It appears from a rental 
furnished by the treasurer that, exclusive of the rent of £11 Is. 6 cl received by the 
Corporation from what are known as the Pipefields, which is a portion of land held by 
the Corporation as tenants under Mr. Percival, who holds them himself as tenant of 
the Corporation, the annual rental of the Corporation is now £319 2s. 3d., paid by fifty- 
four tenants, or representatives of tenants, and that three tenants hold under leases 
or grants for ever, the dates of which are not given ; and twenty hold under different 
leases for 999 years, all of which are stated to have been granted at intervals, from 
1736 to 1794. 

In the interval between the 30th August, 1S36, and the 1st September, 1840, when 
the 6th & 7th Wm. IV., cap. 100, restraining alienation by Corporations including Wexford, 
the old Corporation made three leases, viz., one dated on the 26th July, 1S37, to Richard 
Leared, of 1a. On. 16 p., Irish, for 99 years, at the yearly rent of £5 10s. ; another dated 
31st July, 1S37, to John Maddock, of 1a. Ur. 15p., Irish, for 99 years, at the yearly rent 
of £o 10s. ; and another dated the 1 0th December, 1839, to David Robinson, of 10a. 2k., 
Irish, for 91 years, at the yearly rent of £42. These three leases may be within the 
prohibition of the 6tli & 7th Wm. IV., cap. 100, but they appear to have been made at fair 
rents, and not from any corrupt or improper motives. 

About 1850 or shortly after, some lease or leases under which property in the town 
was held at nominal rents terminated, and the Corporation succeeded in establishing 
their title to the property, which now brings in a considerable yearly rent. 

A bout the year IS 56 the present Corporation of Wexford sold and conveyed to the trus- 
tees of a charity, with the assent of the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, a small 
portion of land, for the sum of £300, which was applied by the Corporation as portion 
of their borough fund. 

There have been but very few leases or lettings made by the present Corporation 
since their creation in 1346. On the 17th April, 1855, a resolution of the Council was 
passed to make a lease for seventy-five years of a small piece of ground or yard adjoining 
the premises of Alderman Stafford to Mr. R. W. Ryan, then a member of the Town 
Council, at the yearly rent of £3. Up to that time the Corporation were receiving a 
very small — almost nominal — rent for this place. Alderman Stafford considered that 
this piece of ground could be added advantageously to his premises, and he agreed to 
give Mr. R. AV. Ryan £40 for his interest in it. Mr. Ryan, on the 9th May, 1868, with 
the sanction of the Lords of the Treasury, surrendered his lease to the Corporation ; 
and on the 11th May, 186S, the Corporation, with the sanction of the Lords of the 
Treasury, made a lease of the piece of ground to Alderman Stafford for ninety-nine years, 
at the rent of £3, the lessee covenanting to expend £500 in building. It does not 
appear that the bargain between Mr. Ryan and Alderman Stafford was disclosed to the 
Lords of the Treasury. 

A further resolution of the 17th April, 1855, was made by the Corporation to grant 
a lease of premises within the borough to Alderman Walsh, a member of the Corpora- 
tion, for seventy-five years, at the yearly rent of £25. The Government valuation of 
these premises at the time was £20, and Alderman Walsh was then the tenant in 
possession of the- premises as tenant for the residue of a term of . thirty-one years. 
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Alderman Walsli continued in possession, and paid the rent of £25, until his death, w exited. 
and his representatives are still in possession ; but it does not appear that any lease to 
him was ever actually executed. In pursuance of a further resolution of the Corporation 
of the 17th April, 1S55, a lease of premises at West-gate, within the borough, the valua- Ev. los-iaa 
tion of which was £14 a year, was made by the Corporation to William Walpole for 
seventy-five years, at the yearly rent of £25. The lease contained a covenant by Mr. 

Walpole to build on the premises, “ according to the provisions of the 3 and 4 Vic., 
cap. 10S, sec. 142.’’ Mr. Walpole was not at the time a member of the Corporation. 

He was tenant in occupation, holding under an immediate tenant of the Corporation, 
whose lease had shortly before determined; and he carried on his business on the pre- 
mises. Three other lettings were made by the Corporation which need not be noticed. 

There were not in any of these cases any letting by auction, or any advertisements for 
tenders for the places, or any public notification of the intention of the Corporation to 
let the premises. It is not the practice ot the Corporation to have such, and they consider 
and prefer the claims of the tenant in occupation, and the more especially if he has 
established his business upon the premises. 

The Corporation do not administer any charitable fund or property of any kind. 

The Corporation levy only two rates — a borough rate under the provisions of their katks. 
Charter and the 3 & 4 Vic., cap. 108, which up to and for the financial year ending the ^ o r ^ < ^“ r - v ' 
30th September, 1S7G, was Is. in the pound, and amounted to £787 lGs., and which for the i>. 30 - 48 . ’ 
present year is 10c?. in the pound; and a rate of 2a in the pound under. the Provisional 
Order (Wexford) Confirmation Act, 1873, which amounted to £1,544 0>s. 6c?. 

The other receipts of the Corporation consist chiefly of fines and costs under the i>. •uj-.u, oo. 
Towns Improvement Act and under the Licensing Acts, and of pipe-water rents received 
by the Corporation for water supplied to the houses of such of the inhabitants as are 
willino- to take it at a fixed scale of payment. The supply is from a reservoir, which, 
with its works, became vested, as appears from the Provisional Order Confirmation Act, 

1876, in the Corporation in 1SG2. 

For the year ending 30tli September, 1S.7G, these rents amounted to £207 only, whilst 
the expenses upon the works, &c., and cost of collection amounted to £145 6s. The water is Ev. .-> 2 - 59 . 
not supplied to more than one-tenth of the houses in the town, and even to those the 
reservoir does not suffice to give a sufficient or a constant supply. An abstract of the Appendix, 
accounts of the Corporation for the year ending the 30th September, IS 76, will be found 
in the Appendix, in which are set forth the annual receipts and expenditures of the Ev. ci. 
Corporation. The expenditures are of the ordinary character, and for the purpose 
incidental to municipal government and care of the town, with the exception of the 
contribution to the county at large charges under the Provisional Order Wexford 
Confirmation Act, 1873. The obtaining of this order was of substantial advantage to Ev. Gt - 
the town of Wexford, inasmuch as the two shilling rate will, after the county at large 
purposes are provided for, produce an annual sum of at least £600, available for and 
applicable to the purposes of the town, which before the separation of the town from the 
county by the Provisional Order Confirmation Act, 1873, would have gone into the 
general funds of the county. 

For the last three years the average of the county cess, and of the rate under the Mr. 
Provisional Order Confirmation Act, 1873, is nearly the same, being at first Is. 10c?. in cgg-ciis. 
the pound. It was stated before me that it was the refusal of the Grand Jury of the *£. o-Uary, 
county of Wexford to present for the making of main sewers in Wexford that caused 
the movement which resulted in obtaining the Provisional Order Wexford Confirmation 
Act, 1873. The costs of obtaining that order amounted to £39 5s. 2c?. It was complained 
that that order has not gone far enough, because it has not transferred to the Corpora- ». op- 
tion, but left with the Grand Jury of the county the power to assess compensation for ^• 1 ( ij ) ^ u « he *> 
malicious injuries to property and persons within the borough of Wexford, and in this 
the town has no representation. 

The Corporation do not exercise any control or power over, or derive any profit from, Mr. 
the Port and Harbour of Wexford, which are under the control of the Wexford Harbour 
Commissioners, constituted under special statutes. 

The Harbour Commissioners undertake the charge of lighting and keeping in repair Mr. O’i.oa^ 3 
the quays and the streets leading from the main streets to the quays. The Corporation mV. Jasper 
are. represented on the Board of Harbour Commissioners by two members, of whom one, 
the mayor, is an ex-officio member; the other is elected by the Corporation. Save as Ev. ‘jo to 122. 
above mentioned the town is lighted, and the streets, &c., repaired, kept in order, and 
scavenged by the Corporation. 

The Corporation have provided a public market, and have published by-laws in order Ev.i 40 toi 52 . 
to have the markets held there and not in the streets of the town. At present what is Ev. m i«, 
known as the Fowl Market is held in the streets of Wexford on every Wednesday and 0 ' 

F 2 
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Saturday in the forenoon. This new market, subject to a head-rent of £50 a year, 
was acquired for a sum of £400, borrowed by the Corporation, who have contracted to 
borrow for the completion of the market, from the Commissioners of Public Works in 
Ireland, the further sum of £1,000, which has not been as yet taken up. Of the £400, 
£60 has been paid off, and at present £340, the balance of it, constitutes the only capital 
debt of the Corporation. There is a registry of slaughter-houses, but no public 
slaughter-house. It is the duty of the town-sergeant to see that the slaughter-houses 
are kept clean. 

There is not any registry of common lodging-houses. This is a matter that requires 
to be remedied. 

The Corporation of Wexford are the urban sanitary authority, and appoint the usual 
sanitary officers. The sewerage of the town is quite insufficient. There are seven 
miles of streets and there are not two miles of these sewered. Since 184S very little, 
if any, sewerage has been made. The Corporation have, however, now procured plans, 
estimates, and contracts, for making the required additional sewerage, and they have, 
and are trying to enforce the making of connecting drains from the houses to the maiu 
sewers. 

The private accommodation in the greater part of the houses in Wexford was 
described as being very bad. The Corporation enforce the sanitary laws to the extent 
of causing nuisances to be removed, places cleansed, people prevented from keeping pigs 
or other animals in their houses ; having houses disinfected and whitewashed and such 
like things, but very little has been done in the way of having privies or closets made 
in houses wanting them. A larger sanitary staff is required. 


H. A. PiOBINSOX, 

Acting as Secretary. 


E. B. LAWLESS. (Seal.) 


SLIGO. 


Mr. MKii.i, 
Ev. 5, 6. 


Ev. 19S-201. 
Ev. 9. 


Ev. 9, 10. 
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Ev. 11. 


Ev. 9,20. 


lioitocun 

IMPHOVEMLM' 

Ev. 81, 83. 
Ev. 202-207. 
Ev. 83, 92, 
20S. 

Ev. 202-209. 


Ev. SS. 


Sligo. — The municipal government of Sligo, which is one of the ten municipal boroughs 
included in schedule A of 3 & 4 Vic., c. 10S, has been, since the passing of the Sligo 
Borough Improvement Act of 1S69 (32 & 33 Vic., c. 147); entirely in the hands of the 
Corporation acting under that statute, and the Act of 1840 (3 & 4 Vic., c. 10S). 

Prior to the passing of the Sligo Borough Improvement Act of IS 69, the Corporation 
(consisting of six Aldermen and eighteen Town Councillors, from among whom the 
Mayor, who receives a salary of £120, is annually elected), administered only a 3 d. 
borough rate, and the income arising from the rental of their small landed property 
amounting to about £76 per annum, but rates and cesses to the united average amount 
of about 4s. 6d. in the pound were levied each year by “ the Town and Harbour Commis- 
sioners” and the Grand Jury. 

The Town and Harbour Commissioners, who were constituted under the Town and 
Harbour Act of 1803 (43 Geo. III., c. 60), were by that Act elected for life, and invested 
with powers for paving, lighting, cleansing, watching, and improving the town, and for 
other purposes relative to its local management, with rating powers not exceeding ~s. 
in the pound, and with power to levy dues on vessels entering the port and harbour, 
and to cleanse, deepen, or otherwise improve the harbour. They did, it appears, usually 
levy a rate of Is. 10 d. in the pound for lighting and ' cleansing the town, and the Grand 
Jury, who sewered the town, and kept all the streets and roads wi thi n the municipal 
boundaries in repair, levied generally two cesses every year, varying from Is. 4 d. to 
Is. 5 d. each levy. 

By the Act of 1869, the boundaries of the municipal borough, which previously 
embraced only the town of Sligo, consisting of about 407 acres, were made conterminous 
with those of the Parliamentary borough, and of the wards thereof as defined for Poor 
•Law purposes. The area comprised within the latter boundaries contains 3,000 acres, 
and has a rateable value of £1S,109 Ss. 

The borough is still divided into three wards, as fixed by the Act of 1840, but since 
extended according to the old Parliamentary boundaries. These wards are tolerably 
equal, both in respect of rateable value, and the number of burgesses in each. 

By the 149th section of the Act, the Corporation are empowered to levy a rate or rates 
not exceeding 5s. in the pound, including the old 3 d. borough rate, as soon as they shall 
have entered into a bond Jide contract, approved, as therein directed, for the construction 
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of the waterworks authorized by the Act ; but until then, such rate is limited to 45. 6d. SL1Gn - 
in the pound, and all houses and buildings situated within the limits of the borough, as 
extended by this Act, and at a distance exceeding 200 yards from any gas-lamp, or Ev. do. 
exceeding 100 yards from any main pipe of the Corporation for supplying water, are, 
by the 147th section, declared liable to a rate of 2s. 6d. in the pound only, or one- 
half of the maximum which may be levied under this Act within the old municipal 
■boundaries. 

The entire rate last levied under this Act amounted to £3,540 45. 1 d. Ev 97 

The 168th section gives the Corporation borrowing powers, on security of the Ev. 2 s, 35 . 
•borough fund, to the extent of £50,000, of which £25,000 was made applicable for the 
purposes of waterworks only, and by the 1.73rd section the mortgage debt of £2,000 Ev. 2G2, 205. 
contracted by the Town and Harbour Act of 1S03, was transferred to the Corporation, 
and made a charge upon the borough fund in addition to, and with priority over, any ev. 2G7. 
sums raised under the foregoing borrowing powers conferred by the Act. 

The S7th section limits the period for the completion of the waterworks authorized 
by the Act to five years from its passing, upon the expiration of which all powers Ey. 32 nmi 
granted to the Corporation in relation thereto shall cease to be exercised, and the s " 
exercise of further powers conferred by the l2Gth section, enabling the Corporation to Ev. 23 , 24 . 
purchase all tolls, rents, fees, and other rights vested in Owen Wynne, esq., in relation 
to the fairs and markets within the borough, was by the same section restricted to the 
1st July, 1872. 

About a year after the passing of the Act, application was made to the Public W orks Ev 30i 32 
Loan Commissioners for a loan of £35,000, Avith a vieAV to establishing waterworks 
and public markets, &c., but the loan was not negotiated, the Public Works Loan ev .34 
Commissioners not being satisfied with the nature of the security, and in consequence 
no waterworks nor markets, the property of the Corporation, have been established, 
and the time having expired within which the Corporation could exercise their powers 
relative to the execution of the former, and the purchase of Mr. Wynne’s interest in 
the latter, they are now applying to the Local Government Board for a provisional Ev , 377 . 
order to enlarge their powers, and extend the time for putting them in force. 

They have, however, borroAved altogether on debentures since the passing of the Act, Mr. e. Chism, 
£11,566 18s., out of Avhich they have paid off the mortgage debt of £2,000, transferred Iso'asi. 
to them from the old Town and Harbour Commissioners, thereby saving some £18 a Ev. 262-204. 
year interest ; and they have applied the remainder partly to the payment of a portion 
of the costs of the Act of 1869 — two-thirds of which was made payable out of the first Ev. 42-44. 
moneys borrowed by the Corporation under the Act, and one-third out of the funds of Ev. 173. 
the Harbour Board — and partly towards the cost of the new town hall, and in the dis- E v. no, 112. 
charge of arrears of salaries to their mayors, and other arrears which have arisen 
prior to and since the passing of the Act of 1869, Of the moneys thus borroAved, no 
less than £7,150 was received and brought into account in the year ending 29th Sep- 
tember*, 1875 (the last year of which the accounts have been audited) ; and in that year Ev. 270,274. 
£720 was paid to defray the salaries of the mayors of Sligo for six of the years between Ev. 110-112. 
1868 and 1874, inclusive;* £118 13s. id. for collectors’ poundage, including arrears of Ev. 128. 
1874 ; £932 3s. Id. for repairs of streets and footways, including balance due in 1874 ; J^o. 
£479 17s. 3d. for lighting, also including arrears of 1874 ; £7S5 “to meet bills drawn on *>. ic2-ic5 
treasurer;” £75 8s. 10d., interest on bills and bank account ; and £2,3*25 0s. 6d. towards the Ev - 134 
erection of the town hall, and various sums amounting together to £137 4s. lOd. for Ev. icr-i7D 
rent of site, interest on current bills, and other expenses connected therewith, leaving a 
balance in the bank on town hall account of only £2,415 2s. 4d. (See abstract of 
accounts in Appendix No. 17, page 388.) 

It will be thus seen that a considerable amount of the capital borrowed has been 
illegally expended in discharge of debts previously incurred, which cannot be properly 
considered payable out of capital, Avhereas all moneys borrowed by the Corporation under 
this Act are, by the 169th section, directed to be “treated as capital,” and carried to 
a separate account of the borough fund. 

The other clauses of this Act of 1869 which should be briefly noticed are the 11th, 
by which all public streets, roads, bridges, &c., within the borough, other than quays, 
the property of the Harbour Commissioners, shall be repairable by the Corporation 
out of the borough fund ; the 1 5th, which abolishes levying of county cess within the 
borough, but continues the liability to contribute to general county purposes upon 

* I Lave since learned that one of the mayors during this period (Alderman Sedley) declined to accept his 
. salary, and contributed £50 in addition towards the new town hall. Another gentleman who was mayor in 
1865 (Alderman Woods) also contributed the whole of his salary, and of the six mayors who received their 
•salaries in 1875, all with one exception, appear to have contributed thereout, more or less handsomely, towai'ds 
the erection of the town hall. 
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Grand Jury presentments, amounting last year to £881 5s., which are made a first 
charge upon the borough rate ; and the 23rd and 24th, and two following sections, 
by which the main provisions of the Town and Harbour Act of 1 803 are repealed, and 
the Harbour Commissioners (of whom the mayor of Sligo is to be ex officio one, and 
two others nominated by the Town Council), are incorporated. 

Many of the powers conferred upon the Corporation by this Act, as we have already 
seen, have not been exercised within the time limited by the Act ; and it is contended 
by those members of the Corporation who were opposed to the passing of the Act, that 
the interests of the borough have suffered materially from its adoption. A great deal 
of the evidence turned upon the sanitary condition of the town, and especially upon the 
shockingly polluted state of the river flowing through the town, arising from some of 
the sewers and a number of privies discharging directly into its course above the tideway, 
and at a point where many of the inhabitants draw their daily supplies of water. 

A report from the two sanitary officers, drawing attention to this and to the danger 
arising therefrom to the public health, was laid before the Corporation last summer, but 
no action was taken upon it, the only reason alleged being that the Council “ were more 
anxious to get another supply of water.” It transpired, moreover, that in 1S67 a repre- 
sentation was made to the Grand Jury by the sanitary committee of the Town Council 
of Sligo to the effect that the water of the river being “ grossly and dangerously defiled 
by several sewers ” (constructed by former Graud Juries) “ discharging their contents 
into it,” the Town Council trusted the Grand Jury would “ perceive the urgent neces- 
sity that exists for prompt measures to counteract their noxious influence and they 
proceeded to urge the construction of intercepting sewers with an outfall into the sea. It 
was contended that the Grand Jury were prepared to carry out this work, and were only 
prevented doing so by the passing of the Act of 18 69, and evidence was adduced to show 
that Sir Itobert Gore Booth, the then chairman of the Grand Jury of the county, bore 
testimony before the House of Commons, at the time the Bill was pending, that the 
presentments for these works had been approved by the Grand Jury. Tenders for two 
such sewers at £1,550 each were put in and opened by the Grand Jury, and although 
they were nob accepted, apparently on some technical ground, there is fair ground for 
inferring that at least no such apathy would have been shown by the Grand Jury, had the 
responsibility remained with them, as has been exhibited by the Corporation since they 
became invested with the powers conferred by the Act of IS 6 9. 

It was represented by both the sanitary officers that there had been an outbreak of 
typhoid fever in the town for several weeks, but although this had not been reported to 
the sanitary committee of the Town Council by the sanitary officer in whose district it 
arose, it is impossible they could he in ignorance of the danger to health arisiug from 
the discharge of sewage matter into the river, to the effluvium from which one witness 
attributed the loss of three of his children. 

The public water supply, irrespective of that drawn from the river, is in some in- 
stances contaminated with sewage, and pronounced by Dr. Cameron “ dangerous to 
health.” Two pumps at least have been condemned by him, hut although one was for 
some time closed it appears to be now once more in use. Two other pumps were men- 
tioned by Alderman Woods and by the sub-sanitary officer as utterly unfit for drinking 
purposes. It appears indeed marvellous that the health of the inhabitants is not more 
seriously and widely affected than it seems to have been by the want of pure water and 
the malarious condition of the river bed. 

Good main sewers appear to have been made by the Grand Jury along all the 
principal streets several years ago, and the outfall for the greater part of them is below 
the tideway. Indeed but for the mistake committed in per mi tting the higher outfalls 
already dwelt upon, the town might be considered better provided with main sewerage 
than most in Ireland. 

The subject which next occupied most of our attention, and which evidently created 
more interest in Sligo than any other at the time of our Inquiry, arose out of the 
position occupied by one of the Aldennen in regard to the butter market. 

Alderman Tighe (the Alderman in question) was, it seems, appointed weighmaster and 
butter taster by the Corporation of Sligo in 1867, when Mayor elect, with a view of 
trying the right of the Corporation to appoint, there being at that time a Mr. Clarke 
performing the duties of weighmaster and butter taster, appointed by Mr. Owen 
Wynne, whose father and grandfather had successively held the office which he (Mr. 
Wynne) claimed to be entitled to by hereditary right. The Wynne family were the 
old patrons of the borough, and, as we have already noticed, the right to hold fairs and 
markets, and to demand tolls therein, is still, and has been. from a very early date 
vested in the representatives of that family. A direct appointment to the office of 
weighmaster appears, however, to have been made by the Corporation to the father of 
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Ml-. Owen Wynne in 1842, and by the Provost and Burgesses of Sligo to Ms grand- 
father in 1808, and hence probably arose the decision of the Court of Queen’s Bench in 
1850, maintaining the right of the Sight Hon. John Wynne, the father, to retain the 
office’ whereas in 1868, upon the action brought by Alderman Tighe against the 
nominee of Mr. Owen Wynne, and tried at Galway, the question was decided aoamst 
the latter, Mr. Owen Wynne’s claim resting apparently solely upon that of hereditary 

1 *°Th" e point, however, now' at issue between Alderman Tighe and those who think 
that the Corporation ought to receive the fees of the butter market for the benefit of 
the ratepayers is whether he is not equitably bound by the terms upon which he 
accepted the appointment, either to account for the fees he has hitherto received, or at 
least to surrender the ofiice without compensation, with a view to a hew appointment 
beiiw made upon different terms as soon as he shall have indemnified himself and three 
other gentlemen out of the profits, for the advances made by them on behalf of the s 
Corporation for the costs of the Improvement Bill of 1869, and the balance of the costs 
of the action against Mr. Clarke. At the time the Bill of 1869 was under the con- 
sideration of Parliament Alderman Tighe was examined by Mr. Rodwell, m.p., before E 
the Committee of the House of Lords on this question, and a letter addressed by the 
former to the Mayor and Corporation of Sligo, was then put in evidence by Mr. 
Rodwell. That letter was as follows 

“Sligo, May 1st, 1869. 

“ To tlie Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgesses of Sligo. 

“ Gentlemen, — As it will not be in my power to attend in London to give evidence upon the Sligo Borough 
Improvement Bill, and to state to the Committee my perfect readiness to resign the office of weiglimaster and 
taster of butter upon the passing of the Bill, so as to enable the Corporation to receive the profits for the benefit 
of the town, in aid of the borough fund to be provided by the Act, I now beg to state that I shall, and 1 under- 
take to resign that ofiice upon payment by the Corporation of the sums of money which other members of the 
Council and I have expended in asserting the rights of the Corporation and proving its title to make the 
appointment, and the sums we have advanced .as portion of the costs of the pending Bill. As the greater 
portion of the costs in the case of my action against Mr. Clarke have been awarded to me by the verdict of the 
1 1 . xv. j; i* t il.-.f il,o niviramt. to be charged on those profits avill be 


jury, under the direction of the judge, I £ 
very trifling. 


a informed that the amount to he charged c 
“ Your obedient servant, 


Upon that letter being read to Alderman Tighe upon the present Inquiry, he stated, in 
answer to questions put to him, that when he had received, either from the profits of the 10C - u0 °- 
otfice, or from the Corporation, an amount sufficient to reimburse himself and his friends 
the costs he had been put to in asserting the right of the Corporation to the appoint- 
ment, and the moneys he and they had advanced for promoting the Bill of 1S69, he 
would be quite ready to resign the office, and that he would then render an account to 
the gentlemen to whom the money was due, but to no one else. 

The following extracts from the minutes of the Corporation of the 27th of April last, 
will show the position of the question immediately before the present Inquiry, and the 
course which some of the friends of Alderman Tighe in the Town Council were desirous 
of adopting, provided they could have obtained the approval of the Local Government 
Board, which, of course, that Board, in their reply, declined to grant, as ‘‘their approval E ' • ' ,0j - 
would not render the transaction a legal one if not otherwise legal.” 

Extracts from Minutes of the Corporation of Sligo, April 27th, 1877. 

“ Subject — Butter Market. — Report of Committee. 

“ Sligo, April 27th, 1877. 

“ la accordance with the resolution passed by the Council at last meeting, the Committee appointed to call 
on Mr. Tighe have done so, and submit to the Council the following report :~ 

There is at present an outstanding debt of £450, a balance of a larger sum, for which the butter market 
was and is liable, the nearest approximation to the time it woidd take to pay that money would be four years, 
during which time Mr. Tighe calculates his interest at £250, or £62 10s. per annum. 

“ * If the Corporation is prepared to offer Mr. Tighe that sum, we find that he would be w illi ng to accept it. 

“ ‘ James Nelson, Mayor. 

“ ‘ Alexander Gillmor. 

“ ‘ James Doherty. 

“ ‘ W. A. Woods. 

“ ‘ Pat. Keighron.’ 

“ Resolved — ‘ That the report of the Committee appointed to confer with Mr. Tighe as to the subject of the 
butter market he adopted, and that the sum of £700 be offered Mr. Tighe on condition of his handing over 
same to the Corporation, provided the Local Government Board approved of same.’ Moved by Alderman Magill, 
seconded by Councillor Dudgeon. Carried by seven votes against three votes." 

“ An Amendment. 

“ Moved by Alderman Middleton, seconded by Councillor Crawford — ‘ That previous to arranging any bargain 
with Mr. Tighe, to facilitate him in resigning his appointment connected with the butter market, Mr. Tighe be 
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asked to furnish particulars and accounts of the full amount of receipts, perquisites, and emoluments of every sort 
received from the butter market since his appointment, also of the sums and expenditure paid out of such, 
and that until such account he furnished by Mr. Tighe, and approved of, no bargain be concluded with him.’ 
Lost by seven votes against three votes.” 

“ The following protest was handed in : — 

« c j hereby protest against any agreement being made with Mr. Tighe relative to his resignation of the 
appointment he holds under the Corporation in connexion with the Sligo butter market until Mr. Tighe 
furnish to the Corporation a full account of all the revenue, perquisites, and all other receipts from the butter 
market, also all sums of money and other expenses paid out of such revenue, &c., and that no sum of money be 
paid to Mr. Tighe in connexion with the butter market. 

“ ‘ Wm. Middleton. 

“ ‘ Sligo, 27th April, 1877. 

“ ‘To the Corporation of Sligo.' ” 

An opinion of the present Master of the Rolls, when Attorney-General (see Appendix 17,. 
page 3S9), was obtained just before the appointment of Alderman Tighe, and was to the 
effect that there was no condition attached to the office of weighmaster by the statute, and 
that when appointed he held the office for life, and although he considered that previous to 
appointment there might be a private arrangement made that he should resign under 
certain conditions, or that lie should render an account of the fees to the Corporation,, 
there was clearly nothing in the statute which could make such an arrangement legally 
binding on bim. 

A memorial from several of the principal butter merchants of the town, complaining 
of the mode in which, the butter market in Sligo is regulated, and of the conduct of the 
butter inspector, was tendered in evidence by Mr. Pollexfen, and will be found in the 
Appendix. (Appendix No. 17, page 389.) 

The feud arising out of the Parliamentary contest over the Bill of 1S69 has not yet 
died out, and exercises its influence upon almost every question, but Alderman Middleton 
and Alderman Kidd, who may be taken as representative members of the two parties in 
the Corporation — the one opposed to, the other promoters of, the Act then passed — 
although agreeing apparently upon no other point, both expressed their concurrence in 
this memorial. 

Alderman Middleton drew attention to certain disallowances which had been made by 
Mr. Finlay, and to the circumstances under which a bill of exchange, which formed the 
principal item in these disallowances, had been given by the Finance Committee* after 
their proper hour of meeting had expired, and he had left under the impression that no 
meeting would be held, there being no quorum present. 

This was not, it seems, the first time that Alderman Middleton had occasion to com- 
plain of the irregular mode of transacting committee business, and owing to his 
remonstrances a resolution was passed that no meeting should for the future be held 
unless a quorum assemble within half an hour. 

The lauded property vested in the Corporation of Sligo is very small, and consisted 
in 1833 of only 19i acres, Irish, then producing £98 a year, Irish currency, and some 
cottages, then let at about £10. The present Corporation still hold this property, but 
in IS48 about 5k statute acres were, under the authority of the Lord Lieutenant, 
appropriated for a public cemetery, leaving 24 statute acres available for letting, which 
are let in nine lots, on yearly tenancies, and yield a rent of £66 16s. lcl., the Poor Law 
valuation being £48 9s. Two of these small lots are let to members of the Corpora- 
tion : — One to Alderman Tighe, containing 3a. 1r. ; Poor Law valuation, £5 4s., and rent, 
£7 5s. 6d. ; and the other to Alderman Woods, containing 6a. 1r. 10p. ; Poor Law 
valuation, £9 15s., and rent, £14 19s. 6d. The cottages now yield a rent of £9 4s. 6d., 
English currency. 

The lots were let originally in 1849 by advertisement, and the present tenants 
are all either the persons to whom they were then let, or tenants substituted by the 
original lessee, with the consent of the Corporation. The land was revalued in lS55 y 
and the rent raised in consequence from an average of £3 5s. per Irish acre, to £3 13s. 6 d. 
The Poor Law valuation of the land allotted to the cemetery is £11 7s. 

U. CORBETT. (Seal.) 

H. A. Robinson, 

Acting as Secretary. 


* The resolution authorizing the acceptance of this hill of exchange is here extracted from the minutes of 
the Finance Committee, as follows : — 

“ Resolved, — That having examined Mr. Gillmor's hill, amount, £148 9s. 8d., for printing, &c_, in relation to the Borough Improvement 
Bill, when proceeding through Parliament, we direct that our Treasurer accept a bill for the amount of said account at four months. 

“Passed. James Kidd. 

‘ Extract from Minutes of Finance and Works Committee, November 16th, 1870.”’ *' 31st October, 1870. 
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GALWAY. qal wav. 

By the Municipal Corporations Act (3 and 4 Yic., c. 10S) the old body corporate of the Mr. jr. 
town and county of the town of Galway was dissolved, and all the real and personal estate 
of such body corporate, and the advowsons of St. Nicholas’ Collegiate Church were 
vested in Commissioners appointed under the 6 and 7 Wm. IV., c. 117, which was the first 
special Act for Galway. By this Act certain charter tolls known as “ Tolls Thorough” Galway ( 6* 7 
•were abolished, and other tolls of the same nature henceforth known as “ Ingate ” and u™.‘ IV '' oai> ' 

“ Outo-ate ” tolls were substituted and vested in the Commissioners created by this Act, Mr. Redfagton, 
and their successors for ever — to be applied in the first instance, to defraying the v ‘ 
expense of cleansing, lighting, and watching the said town ; and, in the event of a surplus, 
in watering the same, and erecting fountains therein, and a watch-house, shambles, and 
public cranes and weighing places, and generally for the benefit and improvement of the 
said town, within one mile of St. Nicholas’ Church. 

In the year 1853, at the instance of these Commissioners, “The Galway Town second spe- 
Improvement Act ” (16 and 17 Vic., cap. 200) was passed, which Act incorporated the "theGaway 
C ommissioners Clauses Act, and Towns Improvement Clauses Act, and other general Improvement 
municipal Acts of 1847 ; and after confirming and continuing the schedule of tolls tQn 

annexed to the preceding special Act of 1836, and directing that they should form part of Ev.’ 110 - 119 !" 
the improvement fund thereinafter mentioned, fixed certain tolls, customs, rents, and 
stallages for the markets and weigh-houses, which are set out in the Schedule D of this ev. 11 s. 

Act (1853). By this Act the area over which the Commissioners were to have jurisdic- 
tion was enlarged to a radius of two miles from the church of St. Nicholas ; and for the 
purpose of electing Commissioners under the said Act the town was divided into four Ev. 5 . 
wards, for each of which six Commissioners were to be elected, and incorporated as the 
“Galway Town Improvement Commissioners,” which body constitutes the present 
municipal authority of the town. 

The 9th and 10th sections of this, the governing statute, fixed the qualifications for 
Town Commissioners and electors. 

The former who are elected for three years must be residents within the limits of the Ev. 6 -s. 

Act, and be either rated to the rejief of the poor within such limits, upon a rateable 
value of £20 and upwards, and have paid all poor-rates due in respect thereof, or must 
be possessed of rents, or profits of lands within the said limits, of the annual value of 
£20 or upwards, and be registered as Parliamentary voters in respect of same. 

Electors must be either rated to the relief of the poor within the same limits in the ev. 9 . 
annual sum of £8, and be upon the register of Parliamentary voters for the borough, or 
they must (vide 16 th & 17th Vic., c. 200,) possess the second qualification — that in 
respect of property — for Commissioners. They are thus brought under the 24th section Ev. 10 - 12 . 
of the “ Commissioners Clauses Act ” (10th Vic., c. 16), incorporated herewith, which 
enacts that — 

“ "When by the Special Act the owners of property and ratepayers are entitled to vote in the election of 
Commissioners, and no scale of voting is prescribed, every such owner and ratepayer shall have the number and AcT -> 10 vi C „ 
proportion of votes according to the scale therein mentioned.” sec - 24 - 

i.e. one vote in respect of property rated up to £50 ; two between £50 and £100 ; three 
between £100 and £150 ; four between £150 and £200; five between £200 and £250, 
and six if it amount to or exceed £250. 

This is the only town we have visited in the course of our inquiries under the present 
Commission, in which any system of plural voting for municipal elections is in force. 

The Act of 1853, vested in the Commissioners to be elected under that Act, all 
property, <fcc., to which the Commissioners under the Act of 1S36 were entitled, and 
rendered the former liable for all debts and engagements contracted by the former continued. 
Commissioners under the last named Act. By the 20th section, borrowing powers wei'e 
conferred on the new Commissioners to the extent of £40,000, and the Commissioners 
were empowered to pave, drain, watch, cleanse, and light the town, and to provide a park 
or place of public recreation ; to make new streets and widen others therein described, 
to construct waterworks according to deposited plans ; to erect toll-houses and toll- 
gates ; to acquire lands for new markets and provide market places ; and to erect 
slaughter-houses, &c. ; and by the 69th section of the Act, they were further empowered 
to levy a Is. improvement rate, to be applied (among other things) in defraying the Mr- Islington 
expenses incident to the Act, and in making streets ana sewers. 

Until last year, when the Commissioners obtained a loan from the Public W orks Er. ss. 

Inan Commissioners of £S,000 for sewerage works upon the security of this rate, no 
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such rate was ever levied, nor any part of the £40,000 taken up which they were 
, empowered to borrow, nor were any of the works contemplated by this Improvement 
Act carried out, or even commenced, with the exception of providing a toll-house and 
a public slaughter-house, the latter of which is still in such an unfinished condition 
that it cannot be fully or properly used. 

Considerable sewerage works are now in course of construction, and will be, it is 
hoped, completed for less than £8,000, which the Public Works Loan Commissioners 
have agreed, if necessary, to advance, and of which a portion only has been as yet 
taken up. 

In 1863 the Town Commissioners, not having availed themselves of their powers 
under the Act of 1S53 to purchase lands and construct waterworks, obtained another 
Local Act (26 & 27 Vic., cap. 162), authorizing them to take water from the river 
Corrib, and to construct waterworks, &c., and to levy a public water rate of 3d. and a 
domestic water rate of XOcZ. in the pound within the municipal limits ; and by the 
same Act they were empowered to borrow on mortgage of the water rates £15,000, 
and were required to erect not less than six public fountains within the town. These 
waterworks and the six public fountains have been erected and a good supply of water 
obtained; and in IS 75 a loan of £15,000 was obtained from the Public Works Loan 
Commissioners, repayable, principal and interest by an annual payment of £5 8s. Sd. 
per cent, for thirty years, when the debt will be completely extinguished. 

With this they have paid off mortgages, at 5 per cent., amounting to 
£13,531 Os. 3d., which were contracted for the original construction of the works and 
the incidental expenses. 

For some time prior to the year 1874, the whole maintenance, repairs, and cleansing 
of the streets of the town, had been suffered by the Town Commissioners to devolve 
upon the Grand Jury of the county of the town, who, by degrees, took up and presented 
for portions of the streets, until the whole were presented for by them. In the spring 
of that year the judge of assize (Mr. Justice Fitzgerald), expressed an opinion, which 
was confirmed by a decision of the Court of Queen’s Bench on the 9th of May, 1874, 
that the Grand Jury could not legally grant presentments for streets and roads within 
the jurisdiction of the Town Commissioners, who then, finding themselves without funds 
for the necessary repairs, applied to the Local Government Board for a Provisional 
Order for rating powers, to the extent of 2s. in the pound, and in the meantime, 
obtained advances from their treasurer (the bank), for their immediate necessities. For 
these advances their treasurer charged interest amounting to £19 12s. 8d., which was 
disallowed by the auditor. 

The “Kingstown and Galway Provisional Orders Confirmation Act” of 1875 empowered 
the Commissioners to levy a 2s. rate, to be called “ The Paving and Repairing Bate 
and the Commissioners have since, under this authority, levied two rates of 10<Z. in the 
pound each; but on the 29th September last, at which time the second of them had not 
been wholly collected, they were still in debt to their treasurer £653 6s. 8 d. upon this, 
“ fhe streets and roads account” [see Abstract of Accounts, Appendix No. 18, page 391.] 

One instalment of the £15,000 loan of 1875 upon waterworks account, amounting to 
£328 4-s. Id., was paid prior to the 29th September last, and there was then a balance 
of £461 8s. 7 d. to the credit of this account. 

The Commissioners also keep a separate account of their sewerage and sanitary 
expenditure, which, at the same date, showed a balance in favour of the Commissioners, 
of £36 19s. 7d. out of the first instalment (£500), of the loan already referred to, which 
they had contracted for sewerage purposes ; but it should be noted that the salaries of 
the sanitary officers, and other payments not properly chargeable to capital, were defrayed 
out of this loan, and only £241 Is. 9d. was expended during the year upon the sewerage 
plans and works. 

The remaining account kept by the Town Commissioners, and not hitherto noticed, is 
(^ o. 1) the principal account, consisting of the tolls and customs, and the petty sessional 
and other fines, which, previous to their levying their first rate in 1875-76, formed the 
Commissioners’ only sources of income. 

These tolls, which in 1833, when the Municipal Corporations Commissioners made 
their report upon Galway, were let at £1,260 per annum, were, as already mentioned, 
substantially renewed by the Act of 1836, and subsequently in 1853, as '“ingate and 
outgate customs,” and shortly prior to the repeal of the Corn Laws they had risen 
to about £2,000 a year. There was then a rapid decline in the amount, but during the 
last five years they have again risen from £1,056 9s. 9d. in 1872 to £1,490 12s. 5 d. in 
1876. 

These tolls (which do not include the fees on weighing, &c., set out in schedule D of 
the Act of 1853) became mortgaged to the gas company, which was formed in Galway in 
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1837, under circumstances which were not very clearly explained, but of which the GALWAr - 
best explanation obtainable will be found in the evidence of Mr. James Davis, who has Ev. 28 -si. 
been a Town Commissioner since 1840, and a Receiver was appointed under an Order 
of the Court of . Chancery, bearing date (as I found subsequently) the 3rd of January, Ev. 485-492. 
1S62, who, after deducting from the gross receipts his own salary of £60 a year, and ev. f^ instun 
the wages of his sub-collectors, pays five-sixths of the balance to the gas company, and the *jv. 29 , so. 
remaining one-sixth to the Commissioners. In the form in which the accounts are kept u ”° ' 
it will be seen (vide Abstract, No. 1 Account, Appendix No. 18, page 392), that the Com- Et - 51 > 52 - 
missioners debit themselves with the gross receipts, and charge as expenditure the pay- 
ments to the gas company, and the Receiver, collectors, &c. No balance appears to 
have been struck or arrived at upon any account taken between the Commissioners and Ev-. 41 . 
the gas company since the 1st of October, 1868, when it was agreed upon both sides 
that the sum of £2,815 13s. 7d. should be taken as the proper amount then due. 

The five-sixths paid to . the gas company was intended to be applied in the first 
instance to pay for the current lighting, and then to pay the interest, at four per cent., 
on the mortgage to the company, and the surplus, if any, was to go towards the 
liquidation of the capital debt. No balance having been struck for eight years thei'e 
is reason to fear that a serious difference now exists between that shown by the 
Commissioners’ books and that upon the books of the gas company. This Avas noticed 
by the Local Government auditor at some length in his last report, and Mr. Redington Ev. 42 - 45 . 
says that he believes the gas company would now claim about £2,400 as the balance 
due to them, whereas by the Commissioners’ books it Avould appear to be only 
£1,610 13s. lid. 

It is obviously veiy desirable that the correct amount should be ascertained with the 
least possible delay, and the debt wiped off, and the auditor suggests that the question of 
amount (which, it is believed, arises upon the proper construction to be placed on the 
language of the Chancery Order in regard to whether interest is payable not only on the 
original debt, but also upon the additions thereto from time to time accruing), “ could 
be probably best decided by a statement of facts being laid before the Receiver Master. 

The present Receiver,” he goes on to say, “ though some years in office, has never sub- 
mitted an account to the Master.” 

In 1875 the Commissioners actually got a second Provisional Order, authorizing them Ev. 63-cs. 
to. raise £3,000 to pay off the gas debt, but they have not yet borrowed this money, 
their application to the Loan Commissioners having been, it seems, rejected on the Ev. G4. 
ground that “they were not authorized to grant the money for such purposes.” 

The total receipts last year upon No. 1 Account, including a balance brought forward Ev. 147. 
of £21 13s., amounted to £1,690 7s. 6d., and the account shows a balance in hand on the Ev. 248. 
29th of September last of £124 6s. id., which, with the balances already noticed to the 
credit of the waterworks and the sewerage accounts, nearly counterbalances the debt Ev - 247-250 - 
owing at the same date upon the streets and roads account. 

The municipal area of Galway comprises a radius of two miles beyond St. Nicholas’ Ev. 70. 
Church, while the area of the county of the town, which is conterminous with the Ev - 71 > 72 - 
Parliamentary borough, takes in an outer radius of two miles further, the Church of 
St. Nicholas being the co mm on centre. In consequence of the maintenance of the 
sheets and roads within the municipal boundary being now wholly cast upon the Town Mr. Browne, 
Commissioners, the ratepayers in the outer circle have to pay a larger cess for the main- v ' “ 
tenance of their roads than they Avere formerly liable to, when the property Avithin the 
municipal area contributed to the roads throughout the county of the toAvn ; and it 
appears to be generally felt that some further legislation has become necessary by which 
the outer circle should be relieved, and the cost of a double staff of officers avoided. 

The Chairman of the Town Commissioners, Captain O’Hara, has consequently, with a 
view to its being laid before the- Select Committee on Local Taxation, prepared a report 
on this subject, suggesting four different arrangements. Captain O’Hara, who was Ev. si-so. 
unable to appear before us in consequence of accident, Avished it to be understood that 
this report embodies the greater portion of the evidence he would have tendered if 
present, and vushed me to submit it in extenso, which I have here done, omitting only 
some preliminary matters already noticed : — 

“ The borough at the present .time (.1876), for fiscal purposes (maintenance of roads, &c.), comprises two 
distinct districts — one described by an inner circle of two miles radius from the Church of St. Nicholas ; the 
other a two mile circle outside this, and nearly described by a radius of four miles from the Church of St. 

Nicholas. 

“No. 1, or inner circle of two miles, has a valuation for rating of £26,160, and the annual cost of maintaining 
the roads in this area and the streets of the town amounts to about £1,000. 

“ Staff Employed — Secretary, town surveyor, and town steward. 

“ The rate required for £1,000 on the above valuation — 9 ^cl. in the pound. 
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“No. 2, or outer circle of two miles to the coniines of the county, has a valuation for rating of £6,526, and 
the annual cost of maintaining the roads in this area is £700. 

“ Staff employed by Grand Jury, in whose charge those roads are at present placed — County of town, 
surveyor, secretary, and treasurer. 

“The rate required for £700 on the valuation above — 2s. 2 d. in the pound. 


“ The expenses falling on both these circles alike, commonly called Imperative Presentments, and which are 
presented for by the County of the Town Grand Jury, are as follows : — 


Parliament, uir Voters List. 
John M. O’Hara, 

Secretary Town Commissioners, . 


Jurors List. 
Poor-rate Collector, 

Clerk of the Peace, 

Sheriff, 

Applotment, 


Industrial Schools. 


£ s. cl £ 


£ s. d. £ i 


. 20 0 0 
. 30 0 0 
50 0 0 


. 10 0 0 
. 10 0 0 
. 7 10 0 

. 15 0 0 


42 10 0 


. 140 O 0 
. 70 0 0 
. 20 0 0 


230 0 0 


Clerk of the Crown, 

Clerk of the Peace, 

Treasurer, 

Secretary, 

Interpreter, 

Sheriff and Crier (Assizes and Sessions), 
Courthouse- keeper, 

Constabulary, 

Weights and Measures, . 

Lunatic Asylum, 

Gaol, .... 


Printing. 

Contract, . 


. 74 0 0 
. 93 0 0 
. 92 C 2 
. 37 0 0 
. 10 0 0 
. 39 0 0 
. 10 0 0 
. 10 0 0 
. 4 0 0 

.700 0 0 
. 800 0 0 


£2,241 10 2 


“ It is evident that this anomalous state of things should not continue, but that the above facts, with results 
of different arrangements that might be effected, should be laid before the Select Committee of the House of 
Commons now sitting on the subject of ‘ Local Taxation.’ 


“ Arrangement No. 1. 

“ To extend the Four Wards, into which the inner two-mile circle is divided, as far as the bounds of the County 
of the Town, placing this whole area under the jurisdiction of the Town Commissioners for all fiscal purposes. 

“ The rating under this arrangement would be on a valuation of £32,686, and the cost of maintenance of 
roads alone, in the amalgamation, would be £1,700, which would be met by a rate of 13d. in the pound, half of 
which would be paid by the owner and half by the occupier. 

“ The Grand Jury of the County of the Town continuing to discharge the criminal business, there would be 
no change in the expense of, or reduction in staff. 

“ The ratepayers of the inner two mile circle would have to contribute 3d. in the pound more than at present 
for the maintenance of roads alone, and the only advantage they would derive in return for this would be 
having the outer circle of two miles, with a valuation of £6,526 to levy on conjointly with the inner circle for 
sewerage works. 

“ This would, in some degree, be a benefit to the ratepayers of the outer circle at present holding under 
lease ; but as it will be strenuously opposed by owners of property, and is in effect reimposing a tax for roads 
on the ratepayers of the inner circle, of which by last year’s legislation they were relieved, it is as well to 
consider what other arrangements are possible. 

“Arrangement No. 2. 

“ To merge the roads in the area of the outer two mile circle with the baronies of the county at large on 
which they abut, namely — Moycullen, Clare, aud Dunkellin baronies. 

“The effect of this would he that that portion of the outer two mile circle lying to the west of the River 
Corrib, should become, for all fiscal purposes, a part of the barony of Moycullen. 

“ That portion of the outer two mile circle lying between the River Corrib and the road from Galway to 
Monivea, should become, for all fiscal purposes, a part of the barony of Clare ; and 

“That that portion of the outer two mile circle between the Monivea-road and the sea at Oramnore Bay, 
should become, for all fiscal purposes, part of the barony of Dunkellin. 

“ The valuation of the whole outer two mile circle is £6,526. 

“ That portion of it to be thrown into the barony of Moycullen comprises the townlands of — Part Poul- 
naroma West, Paid Mincloon, Part Rahoon, Part Barnacranny, Part Lower Dangan, Knocknacarragh, 
Shangort, Clybawn, Ballagh, Bushy Park, Kentfield, Gortaleva, Tonabrocky, Keeraun, Ballyburke, Ballymo- 
neen East and West, Usheen, Shanballyduff, Kimmeenmore, Ballynahown East, Cappagk, Boleybeg East and 
West, Dram East and West, Corboley, Ailie, Lenabower, Gortnalecka, Cloonagower, Derryloney, Bama, 
Ballard East and West, Clogliscoltia, Loughinch, Trusky East and West, Knockaunacai-ragh, Lenarevngh, 
Preepoint, Seapoint, Acliaglugger, Lacklea, Furramoyle East and West, and New Village, having a 

£ s. d. 

Eating valuation of ...... . 2,974 2 0 

Add to this Moycullen, ...... 16,266 18 0 

Amalgamated value, ..... 19,241 0 0 


“ Grand Jury Cess — Moycullen — spring levy of 1876 was at 13 \d. per pound, taking double for one year, 
say 2s. 2 ^d. 


“presentments for half-year. 

£ a. d. £ t. d. 

Spring Assizes, 1876, ..... 892 17 8 

Double for whole year, say ...... 1,784 0 0 

Add cost of maintenance of roads transferred from borough, . . 316 0 0 


Total for future presentmente, .... 2,100 0 0 


“ This would have to be met by a rate on the valuation of the amalgamation of 2s. 2\d. per pound, neither 
loss nor gain to barony. 

“That portion of the outer circle to be thrown into the barony of Clare, comprises the townlands of part of 
Menlough, part of Coolagh, part of Castlegar, part of Ballybanebeg, part of Glenard, Ballybrit, Ballygaraun, 
Kilroghter, Coarsefield, Cloonaucaneen, Killeen, Parkmore, Ballindooly, Anglyham, Carrabrowne, Poulkeen, 
Brockagh, and part Doughiska, having a — 
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Rateable valuation of . 

Add to this Clare, 

Amalgamated value, .... 

1 Grand Jury Cess, Clare, spring levy of 1 87 6, was struck at lOf d. per £1 . 


£ a. d. 
. 2,121 8 0 
. 46,106 1 0 


. 48,317 9 0 

Double for one year, say Is. 9 £ per £1 . 


“ PRESENTMENTS FOR HALF-YEAR. 

£ 

Spring Assizes, 1876, .... 2,126 

Double for whole year, say . 

Add cost of maintenance of roads transferred from borough, . 


Total for presentment, .... 4,408 12 G 

“ This would be met by a rate of Is. lOjcZ. on the amalgamated valuation— being a loss to the barony of 
Clare of 1 d. in the pound. . . 

“That portion of the outer two mile circle to be thrown into the barony of Dunkellin comprises tlie 
townlands of— part of Mummgh, Merlin Park, part of Rahylin Glebe, part of Ballybanemore, Doughiska, 
Curraglirean, Roscam, liaving a — £ s d 


Amalgamated value, . 


“ Grand Jury 
Is. 6 £d. per £1. 


ss, spring levy of 1876, 


for Dunkellin, was struck at 9 \d. 


“ PRESENTMENTS FOR HALF-YEAR. 

£ s. d. 

Spring Assizes, 1876, ..... 1,434 2 2 

Double for a year, say ...... 

Add cost of maintenance of roads transferred from borough, . 


per £1. Double for a year, say 


£ s. d. 

2,S68 4 4 
130 17 4 


Total for presentment, 


2,999 1 8 


This would be met by a rate of Is. Q\d. on the amalgamated valuation, being a gain oi\d. per £1 to the barony. 

it By this arrangement all ratepayers in the outer two mile circle would substitute contribution to the 
imperative presentments of the county-at-lavge for their obligations, as at present to contribute to those of the 
borou'di and the rate on them in Moycullen for maintenance of roads and all presentments would be about 
2s. 2J °d. instead of 3s. 7 d., at which it is at present. In Clare it would be about Is. 10-kZ. instead of 3s. 7 d ; 
Dunkellin, Is. GW. ; neither loss nor gain to Moycullen barony ; a loss of one penny per £1 to Clare ; a gam 
of W. per £1 to Dunkellin. . , , , . , 

<1 Tins arrangement would doubtless be a great boon to the ratepayers of the outer two mile circle but would 
impose the share they had hitherto paid of imperative presentments of the borough, amounting to about ±450, 
on tlie ratepayers of the inner circle, or about id. in tlie pound, added to the present rate. 

“ The Grand Jury would still continue to discharge the criminal business. 


“Arrangement No. 3. 

« To abolish the County of the Town Grand Jury, both as to its criminal as well as fiscal jurisdiction, and 
to extend the four wards of the present municipal area to the limits of the borough, or four mile radius 
from the Collegiate Church of St. Nicholas ; and similarly to extend the jurisdiction of the Town Commis- 
sioners for all purposes, except the criminal business for Judges of Assize, which could be taken up by the 
Grand Jury of the County, with trifling, if any extra trouble, and with much saving to the ratepayers of the borough . 

“ By this, as regards taxation, the ratepayers of the outer circle would contribute to all borough taxes, tlie 
rateable valuation of which is £32,6SG. £ s d 

By Cost of Maintenance of Roads, . . * » • 5 2 

Imperative Presentments, „ 

Sewerage Work, 800 0 0 


Annual Charge— Total, . 


“This £4,200 on the valuation, would be equivalent at present to a rate of about 2s. 8cZ. m the pound for 
all purposes, but would on the falling in of tlie superannuation allowances, consequent on the abolition of the 
Grand Jury, be reduced by the salaries of the Grand Jury officers, <fcc., namely, about £330, equivalent to a 
rate of 2 \d. in the pound- ^ ( 

There would then be road rate at . 11 | Imperative presentment rate at . 1 2 | Sewerage rate, 0 2J 

or about 2s. 5 \d. for whole year for all purposes ; a considerable reduction on present rates, in which ratepayers 
of the outer two mile circle would participate. . 

“ Occupiers would under this arrangement be relieved of half the rate, as a rating for relief of poor a change 
which will naturally be opposed by owners of property, who have let their lances without anticipating, or takmg 
into consideration in the rents at which the lands are let, such a radical alteration ; and who may not, on other 
grounds, desire to see such sudden and extended powers given to the Commissioner's. . . 

“ There is yet another arrangement which, with the foregoing (No. 3), would necessitate the obtaining, by 
the Commissioners, of powers to levy rates over the borough area, to meet the so-called imperative presentments,, 
or part of them, which are now presented for by the Grand Jury. 


“Arrangement No. 4. 

“ To abolish the Grand Jury of the county of the town both as to its criminal and fiscal jurisdiction, and, as 
in No. 2 Arrangement, absorb the portions of outer two mile circle with the baronies on which they abut, 
namely — Moycullen, Clare, and Dunkellin. . . 

“ The effect of this would be to place the whole of the borough, for fiscal purposes as well as criminal, in the 
hands of the Grand Jury of the county, but with a charge on the Town Commissioners for superannuation 
allowances to officers of the county of the town Grand Jury, whose offices are by this arrangement abolished. 

“ All other imperative presentments hitherto made by the county of the town Grand J ury become a charge 
on the county at large, the municipal area contributing its quota on the valuation of £26,160. 
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Galway. *•' This would, by centralizing the management, effect much economy, and relieve ratepayers over the whol 
borough. 

“ The Town. Commissioners would have to obtain power to levy a rate for the imperative presentments. 

“ The committee have merely laid facts before the Commissioners to enable them to decide by the vote of 
the majority of the board which, if any, of these arrangements they will adopt, and will recommend to the 
Select Committee of the House of Commons on ‘ Local Taxation’ (Ireland).” 


Ev. 83. No direct preference, it will be seen, is expressed by Captain O’Hara and the Com- 

mittee appointed with bim in the preparation of the' foregoing report in favour of anv 
Ev. S3, 90. one of the four schemes embodied therein ; but upon the discussion of the report by the 
Town Commissioners, arrangement No. 3 was finally adopted by a majority of nine to 
two ; and the chairman was requested on behalf of the Commissioners to give evidence 
on the subject before the Select Committee of the House of Commons. 

Mr. j. a. Mr. John A. Browne, who owns property within the outer circle, and Mr. Francis 
Er°' 259 - 272 . Lorenzo Comyn, a large landowner in the county, and also within that circle, came 
Mr. f. l. forward to express their opinions on these suggested arrangements, the subject beino- 
eTcis 519 one w bicb creates great interest both in the town and neighbourhood ; and Mr. Comyn 
v ‘ ’ ‘ expressed to me afterwards his hope that he might have an opportunity of beino- examined 

by the Select Committee. Both these gentlemen, it will be seen, object very decidedly 
to No. 3 or any arrangement by which the municipal and parliamentary boundaries 
would be made conterminous, and the property within the outer circle thus made liable 
fi9 ami 617 “ to municipal taxation ; and both give as reasons for the unfairness of any such pro- 
Mr.’Cwne, posal the purely rural character of the outer' district and its residents, and the difficulty 
Ev. 205, 2G6. there would be in extending to that district any compensating benefits from improved 
sewerage or water supply. 

207 - 272 . 263 ’ • M - 1 ; Browne > indeed, objected -to all the four proposals, and was of opinion that a 

sufficient relief to the ratepayers in the outer circle would be found by throwing upon 
the whole parliamentary area the entire salary of £100, of which £95 is now contributed 
by the outer circle only, towards the salary of the county surveyor, who acts for both 
Kelly 60 ' 3 the county and the county of the town. The remaining £5 is a charge upon the muni- 
Ev. 280-292. cipal funds, and by direction of the last judge of assize at Galway is applotted by the 
Grand J ury upon the municipal borough. The Town Commissioners have, it should be 
Ev.DsfoT 01 '’ obs erved, since the decision of the Court of Queen’s Bench in 1874, appointed a borough 
surveyor at a salary of £50 a year, so that one result of the present state of tilings is to 
multiply officers, whereas a single staff might probably, under a different arrangement, • 
well suffice for most of the duties imposed upon the Town Commissioners and the Grand 
Jury of the county of the town. 

Arrangement No. 4 would effect an economy in this respect equally with No 3 by 
Mr. Comyn, entirely abolishing the Grand J ury of the county of the town, and this would seem to be 
the arrangement which most commends itself to Mr. Comyn, who would prefer the 
adoption of either that or No. 2 arrangement. 

condition op The only remaining matter to which it appears necessary to advert specially in this report 
Galway. is the sanitary state of the town of Galway, which certainly exhibits some of the worst 

r ., features which have yet presented themselves to our notice, and upon which the whole 

Kiernan. evidence of the -Rev. Peter Iviernan, one of the Roman Catholic curates of the town merits 

Ev. 820-380. very careful attention. This gentleman’s statements were made most dispassionately, and 

with an evident absence of all sensational exaggeration, and there can be no doubt he 
was simply actuated by a strong sense of duty in coming forward to detail the revolting 
condition of at least a very large proportion of the dwellings of the poorer classes in the 
Ev. dKg. * 0WI h A T he . se statements were fully corroborated by Dr. Clayton, the sanitary officer of 
Mr. H\-„es, district m which Mr Kiernan resides, and even by Mr. Hynes, the sub-sanitary officer, 
f»SrSi. 2 wIl< ? e ™S h g ence aad apparent indifference the continuance of the evil condition of 
432 455 U 59 , these dwellings must be, in at least some measure, attributed. At the same time it is 
Mr sL • fF sa y that the habit of keeping pigs and other animals in the very same rooms 

Ev. 588, ’ ln w hich these poor people live and sleep, appears to have become so ingrained in their 

C07-613. very nature, as to present great difficulties in the way of a far more active officer. For 

Ev. 629 y ’ lns tance, Dr. Greely, the other sanitary officer, said— “To my knowledge, when the 

sanitary officer goes to the house the pig is hunted out, and returns as soon as the officer 
is gone. 

a. fflTSy ,£ ne quotation from Mr. Kieman’s evidence will suffice to illustrate tile state of tilings 
333 . with which sanitary reformers have to contend in Galway 


, , P S tteu ' ^ U3es ere to ? lai 'S e extent *~ Yes - At present the pig season is over, 

but when the pigs are m season there is scarcely a house in the poorer part of Oranmore in which pigs are not 
kept in the houses. In some cases horses are kept with them, in some cases, donkeys. In one house near the 
club-house, there is the father, the mother, the three children, and a horse all living in one house. The 
consequence is, that in that house I have had the father, the. mother, and the children sick over and over 
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“Do the father, the mother, the three children, and the horse, all occupy the same room 1 — They sleep and Galway. 
live in the one room, and, of course, all the horse’s tackling and harness are kept there. During the day the 
bed which the horse uses at night is gathered up, and of course the effluvium of the place is dreadful. The 
bed on which the horse lies is as contiguous to the bed on which the parents lie as that book is to the desk 
there. And that has been going on for years. I give this case as an example ; there are many others. Ex 
mo disce omnes. In Claddagk the pigs are all kept under the bed. In another house, in the same locality, 
there are three heifers, a donkey, two pigs, a grandfather — an old man — three children, a husband and a wife. 

There are two rooms in that house, but the whole house is only about twelve feet by twenty, I think. And 
this has been over and over again in fever. 

u Are there many similar instances ? — Oh, yes ; in the suburbs of Oranmore there ai’e pigs kept up in the 
veiy garrets.” 

The inspection and regulation of the lodging-houses is moreover a perfect farce. It 
is the duty of the sub-sanitary officer to visit and report on them, and to distribute 
copies of the by-laws, but no copy has been ever seen in any of these lodging-houses ; jjj; 
and the executive sanitary officer said it was known to every Commissioner in Galway 359-363. 
that no notice was taken of the regulations of the by-laws. Some of the old and ® r d °^°“ ck 
dilapidated town-houses of the county families which are now occupied as tenement sii, ci 2 . ’ 
houses, and one at least of which belonged to a Commissioner, are shockingly crowded 
and devoid every convenience for decency. In some of these houses animals are j[ r . H 3 ^ e s, 
slaughtered, and every butcher in the town appears to lull sheep in his own house. Iv.'SsIm 

Dr. Brodie, the resident Local Government Board inspector of the district, also nr.' Bro.iie,_ 
volunteered to give evidence as to the “glaring nuisances which were allowed to pass E ' v5(iS " 576 - 
unabated in the most public parts of the town.” He said he had had occasion to 
report the sub-sanitary officer for culpable neglect of duty, in consequence of which he 
was called upon to send in his resignation, but the Commissioners had asked the 
Local Government Board to give him a further trial. Dr. Brodie and Mr. Kiernan Ev. sro. 
both gave it as their opinion that the majority of the Commissioners were favourably ilr. Iviemaii, 
disposed towards the abatement of these nuisances, and a more vigorous execution of Ev. 373, 374. 
the Sanitary Acts, but that individual members were opposed to this. 

U. COBBETT. (Seal.) 


H. A. Bobinson, 

Acting as Secretary. 


CASHEL. Casbel. 

Cashel, which had been previously under the Act of 9 Geo. IV ., c. 82, adopted in Mr. Corby. 
1855 the Towns Improvement Act of 1854. The number of the Town Commissioners Ev.a-s. 
is eighteen, and all are duly qualified save one, who was elected at the last election 
without having been twelve months a rated occupier. The municipal is less than the Ev. 12 . 
old parliamentary area, and portions of the Commissioner’s’ lands, hereinafter mentioned, 
are not within the municipal, although they are within the old parliamentary boundary. 

The valuation of the town was not given. The Town Clerk stated he could not furnish 
it, as no rate had been ever struck, nor could he give a return of the rated occupiers. 

The entire income of the Town Commissioners is derived from rents of land and house ev. 9 - 15 - 71 . 
property — from tolls of the butter market — and from the dog tax, and some small 
miscellaneous receipts. Part of the property is subject to a debt of £1,000, raised on Ev. 21 - 27 . 
mortgage twenty years ago — for what purpose I was unable to ascertain further than 
that it was to pay off debts contracted by the old Corporation — and the present Town 
Clerk stated he believed that the sanction of the Lords of the Treasury had been 
obtained for this loan, without any provision for its liquidation by a sinking fund. The 
present mortgagee is Mr. Cornelius Hanly, the agent or receiver of the rents, &c., of the ev. 22 - 30 . 
Corporation. The Town Commissioners own gas works, which were erected out of the 
corporate funds hereinafter mentioned, and the town is lighted by them. It is difficult 
to know what the gas works really cost. At first the Town Clerk stated that they cost 
only £1,992, hut he afterwards stated that the contractor must have been paid £2,200, Ev. 31 . 
as that was the amount of the contract, and that in addition £95 was paid for the site 
and superintendence of the erection of the works, but the payment of more than £1,992 ev. sh-is- 
to the contractor cannot be traced in the books. The Commissioners worked the concerns 1G - 
up to the year 1853, but whether at a profit or not did not appear. In 1853 they leased ev. 786 -si 2 . 
them to a Mr. Byan, a resident of Cashel, for fourteen years, rent free, on his engaging 
to supply private consumers with gas at 6s. 3 d. per 1,000 cubic feet, and the public 
lamps at 6s. 8(2. a month each, and he was to keep everything in repair. That lease 
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expired in 1867, and the then Commissioners made him a new letting for three years 
on the same terms. This expired in 1870, and they again let them for three years more 
on the same terms ; but when the price of coals advanced he abandoned the works in 
September, 1872, in very bad order, when the Commissioners took them up and worked 
them by a manager, Mr. Anderson, and it then cost them a considerable sum to put the 
works into repair. It was stated that in the first year after doing so they realized a 
profit of about £40 by raising the price of gas, but it was not ascertained if any profit 
had been made in the subsequent years. Mr. Anderson resigned the management 
about last August, and the Commissioners then appointed the same Mr. Ryan as their 
manager. When Mr. Ryan’s lease was out in 1867 the premises were in bad repair 
and he promised to repair them, and they were in a similar condition in 1870, when 
the third letting was made to him, without the Commissioners seeing that he had 
put them in repair according to his agreement of 1867. He must, however, have 
repaired them to some extent in 1867, as it was stated that he could not have made gas 
in the state the concerns were in then without doing something to them. It appears 
that the Commissioners did not require Ryan to execute any lease, or give any security 
to carry out the contracts, or to keep the premises in repair ; and being a person of 
limited meaus, they could not recover from him the cost of the necessary works to put 
the premises into order. The water supply is also insufficient, at least for some periods 
each year. By the scheme hereinafter mentioned, £1,000 was to have been expended 
in supplying the town with water. £238 9s. 7d. of this was laid out in 1843, but in 
what manner was not stated, and no further expenditure was made in procuring a supply 
until the year 1859, when a tank was constructed by a Mr. Fahy, an architect, who was 
closely related to four of the then Commissioners. The making of it was advertised 
for, and Mr. Fahy alone put in a tender, but he was not required to sign any contract 
or give any securities, though his doing so was provided for by the specification. The 
tank was utterly useless, as was also a wall which was built round it, at a cost of about 
£317 10s. for both. It was stated that the tank leaked, because the plan prepared was 
not a proper one, but that Mr. Fahy had executed his work according to the contract. 
He also afterwards laid pipes, at a cost of £220 10s. 9 d., without signing any contract 
or giving security as required by the specification, and these turned out to be a failure. 
Mr. Fahy, however, was paid, on the certificate of the engineer, that he had performed 
his contract. A sum of £790 has since been expended in laying proper iron pipes, under 
the superintendence of a skilled engineer ; and by an expenditure of about £900 on a 
proper reservoir, it is believed that a proper and sufficient supply of water cau be 
obtained for all purposes. This sum the Commissioners expect to be shortly able to 
expend out of the balance which they hope to have to their credit on foot of their 
account for the year ending May, 1877, and by money which they expect to get from 
the accumulation of the Loan Fund hereinafter mentioned. The fact remains, however, 
that the trusts imposed on the Commissioners of the day to lay out a sum of £1,000 
under the scheme of 1S43, hereinafter mentioned, has not been effectually carried out 
up to the present j and it now appears that by the neglect of some person or persons 
the two sums of £317 10s. and £220 10s. 9 d. above mentioned have been uselessly paid 
out of the funds in the hands of the Commissioners for the time being who paid them. 

The Town Commissioners are not an urban sanitary authority, and the condition of 
the town as to its sanitary arrangements is not by any means satisfactory. The Com- 
missioners complain of the neglect of their duty by the rural sanitary authority so far as 
relates to the town. A kennel of hounds, which is kept in the centre of the town, 
causes much annoyance to those w 7 ho live in the immediate locality. Complaints have 
been made as to this, but without any effect. . 

The sewerage of the town also appears to stand much in need of more attention and 
supervision, and although several nuisances exist in the town, in addition to that 
mentioned above, nothing has been done by the sanitary authorities to have them abated. 

There are 750 houses in the town, about 200 of which the Town Clerk stated were 
inhabited by human beings and animals at the same time, while the street superintendent 
and inspector stated that there were about fifty houses, in which the people kept horses 
and asses with themselves. This, however, was denied by the consulting sanitary 
officer of the rural authority. The Commissioners before 1874 used to have the 
houses of the poor disinfected and lime-washed, but that has not been since done by the 
Guardians. Fairs are held in the town, but no tolls are now received therefrom. At 
page 471 of the Report of the Commissioners for Municipal Corporations in Ireland 
(1835), it is stated that the Archbishop had the power of holding two fairs, and that 
tolls and customs were formerly charged there ; but that the then Archbishop, on a 
representation made to him of the disadvantage to the public from the collection of 
those tolls and customs, discontinued them, and that the fairs had increased considerably 
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from that time with advantage to the public. These tolls, however, appear to have c ^ 
afterwards, in some manner .that I could not ascertain, become vested in Mr. Avery Mr. gi°_ r g 
Jordan, Town Clerk, who collected them for his own benefit with other tolls belonging 
to the Corporation which were also vested in him, but how I could not discover. 

The property vested in the Commissioners is very considerable, amounting to about Mr. H^iy, 
2,270 Irish acres of land, besides houses and other premises in the town. The principal 728 * 
portion of the landed property consists of 1,548a. 3r. 5p. Irish, equal to 2,508a. 3r. 3p. 
statute acres of land, called the Comyn or commons land. It appears from the Report of 
the Municipal Inquiry Commissioners in 1835 that 1,264a. 1r. 14p. of these commons 
lands had been let to a Mr. Bolton on a 99 years’ lease, which expired in the year 1S30, 
at a rent of £87 6s. 6 d. a year, and for which he had paid a fine of £200, and that on the 
30th September in that year a new lease of these lands, with an additional parcel, was 
made by the then Corporation to Richard Pennefather, for a term of 99 years, at a rent 
of £93 11s. 9c/. a year late currency. The particulars connected with the making of 
this lease are fully stated at page 469 of the Report above alluded to ; and it will be 
seen that, although the quantity of land was stated in the lease to contain only 1,314a. 

3r. 34p. Irish, they were found to contain in measurement 1,548a. 3r. 5p. Irish. The 
information mentioned in that Report was not heard before the Lprd Chancellor of 
Ireland until the 1 9th January, 1843, when he made a decree setting aside the lease, 
and made a reference to the late Master Litton to take an account of the rents and 
profits received by the Defendant, William Pennefather (who was the representative of 
Richard Pennefather the lessee), out of the lands and premises, from the commencement 
of the lease to the taking of the account, and also to approve of a proper scheme for the 
appropriation of the income thereafter to arise from the estate mentioned an the 
pleadings in. the cause, and of the funds which should be paid into court in respect 
thereof. The reference proceeded before the Master ; and it was represented to him that 
the rents and profits of the lands amounted to the annual sum of £600 ; and it was 
agreed between the parties in the cause that William Pennefather should pay a sum of 
£6,000 as and for the mesne rates of the lands. 

It is impossible to believe that the net annual income of the lands was then not more 
than £600 a year j for it appears from the Report of the Municipal Commissioners, that 
at the expiration of Bolton’s lease, the lands demised to him (which did, not include all 
the lands in Pennefather’s lease) were yielding him an income of about £1,550 a year ; Mr. JCorty, 
and at the inquiry it was admitted that Mr. Pennefather also received an income of 
£1 550 from the lands at the time the lease was set aside. I was unable to obtain Ev. 949 - 951 . 
any rental of the lands during Pennefather’s time, as the Town Clerk stated he could 
not find any among the papers of the Corporation. . . 

As hereinafter stated, however, it will be found that the then Town Cppimissioners 
had, in the autumn of 1843, made new lettings of the entire lands comprised in the 
lease for new rents, amounting in the aggregate to the sum of £633 1-8 a 6 \d. % a. year , 
and this may account for the representation then made to Master Litton as to the Ev 235 , 723 . 
annual value' of the lands, and on the faith of which his report was made on the 2nd 
January, 1844, and by which he approved of a scheme for the appropriation of the 
£6,000 and the annual income of the lands calculated at £600 a year, and which was 
jn substance as follows : — 

Scheme for the appropriation of the sum of £6,000 Mesne Rates,. 


(This is set out in full in. Appendix No, 19, p. 394.) 

1st. £700 to be expended by tbe then Commissioners, 1st. The entire of this sun* is stated to have been Mr. J. Corby, 
under the Act of 9 Geo. IV., c. 82‘, m paving, duly expended, and £90 in addition. 

&c., the streets of Cashel. , „„„„ . . ~ . , _ 

2nd. £300 to be applied in payment of the, costs 2nd. It is. stated that the £300 was paid for costs, and Ev. 819. 
therein specified. ' . ~ slso s farther mm of £7i0 14, 10 A Thw 

P latter sum could not have been legally charged 

against or paid out of the £6,000. 

3rd. £2,000 in erecting gas works, &c. 3rd. £1,992 appears by the books to have been ex- Ev. 31-47. 

pended originally on these works. 

4th. £1,000 for procuring a water supply. ‘ 4th. £238 9s. 7,d. is all that appears .by the books to Ev. 35. 

’ r . o ft- , originally expended m procuring 


5th. £100 towards the formation of a lying-in hospital; 

6th. £460 to he applied in purchase of Rev. Mr. 

Whitty’s interest in Cottrell’s lot. 

7th. £200 in making and repairing roads. 

8th. £240 to be applied in erecting a mechanics 1, 
institute and temperance hall in Cashel. 

9th. £1,000 to be advanced to the Cashel Loan Fund 
Board in connexion with and under the control 
of the Dublin Board. 


5th. £54 only was applied to fitting up one of the Ev. 52. 

Corporation houses for this purpose.. 53 

6th. The £460 was, s.o applied. Ev , 5C ‘. 

Ev. 823.. 

7th. The £200 was so applied. . Mr. Burke, 

8th. No portion of this money was so expended, save Ev. 450. 

£9 in the year 1858; Ev. 875, 383, 

9th, This was duly applied, and the funds, have now g^-l. 

accumulated to over £3,000, Mr. Mullins, 

H 
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It will be seen that the above sums comprised the entire £6,000, and it was tound by 
the Report that the expenditure of the above sums except the last for £1,000 should be 
duly accounted for by the said Commissioners before the Master in the cause. No such 
account was, however, furnished, nor was the expenditure even vouched before him 
During- the two first days of the inquiry the Town Clerk stated he could not find any 
trace in the books of the receipt by the Commissioners of this sum of £6,000, although 
there was no doubt that it had been paid, but on the last day be produced what purported 
to be a printed account of the receipts ancl expenditure of the Borough for the year 
ending the 25th March, 1845, and in which the then Treasurer (the late Mr. Charles 
Doheny) charges himself with the receipt of the sum of £2,560, a portion of the mesne 
rates, and in the account of the following year with a further sum of £3,365 Is. 9 c/. 
under the head “ proportion of mesne r^tes.” These sums were mixed up with the other 
funds of the Corporation, and no separate account was kept of them as ought to have 
been done, as it was to have been applied as ordered by and accounted for to the Court 
of Chancery, and no part of it should have been applied, as it undoubtedly was, in an 
illegal manner. Mr. Doheny’s accounts were audited by some of the Commissioners 
from time to time until the year 184S, when be left the country, and there was then a 
small deficiency on them which was made good by his sureties ; without devotino- more 
time than was at my disposal to a close inspection of all the books and accounts of the 
treasurer for the years 1S43 to 1848, it would be impossible to say what became of the 
sum of £2,055 10s. 5 d., the balance of the £6,000, after crediting the sums which were 
duly expended. No reason was suggested why the balance was not applied according 
to the scheme or why the then Commissioners who must have been fully aware of all the 
facts, and that they were trustees of this property for the benefit of the inhabitants of 
Cashel, had not required a separate account to be kept of the fund, and accounted for it 
as required by the Master’s Report, The scheme also provided for the expenditure of 
the annual income, therein stated to amount to £600 a year, as follows : — 

10 tli. £1G0 a year, portion of the rents of lOtli. A larger sum than this has been annu- 
tlie said premises, to be applied by the Commis- ally expended on the contemplated objects, 
sioners towards lighting, cleansing, andsupplying 
with water the City of Cashel. 

Utli. £200 a year, further portion of said lltli. £180 a year has been and is regularly Mr. Corby, 
rents, to be applied to the support and main- paid to the Roman Catholic Archdeacon, but Ev - 184-196, 
tenance of two schools in Cashel, vis., .£180 a the whole of it is not expended on the National 9U - !lli 
year for two day schools, one for boys and the Schools. The Commissioners do not interfere ?f r - , 

other for girls, under the control of the National further with it thau paying it to the Arch- v ' 

Board, and £20 a year for the support of similar deacon. The £20 a year is paid to the Pro- 
schools imder the control of the Protestant testant Dean, 
minister. 


12th. £120 a year, further portion of said 
rents, to be applied towards the support and 
maintenance of the Lying-in Hospital 

13th. £40 a year, further portion of said 
rents, to be applied in the purchase of blankets 
to be distributed to the poor housekeepers of 
Cashel, at Christmas, by a committee of the 
clergy of Cashel of all denominations. 


12th. No portion of this has been ever so Ev. 397. 
applied. It is stated that no one would use Mr. Hanly, 
the Hospital, and therefore it was not kept up. ?/' 1*": 
13tb. £40 worth of blankets are annually Ev. 51. ’ 
bought by the Commissioners, of which £36 Ev. 197-S. 
worth are given to the Roman Catholic clergy 
for distribution, and £4 worth to the Protestant. Ev. 876-7. 
For some years, between 1844 and 1851, the 
money was not expended, -nor were the blankets 
distributed. 


It will be perceived that if the whole of the above annual sums had been duly applied 
there would have been a larg-e annual surplus, which could have been easily ascertained 
from time to time if a separate account had been kept of the receipt and expenditure of 
the rents of these lands, and the scheme accordingly provided “ that as soon as there 
should be any accumulation of the surplus rents and profits an application should be 
made to the Court to have same expended for any charitable purposes which circum- 
stances might render advisable.” At the most £400 a year only of the rents have been 
expended as provided by the scheme, so that there remained an annual surplus of 
£233 ISs. 6|-<y. a year, even on the new lettings of the property, less the necessary out- 
goings for agent s fees, poor rates, &e. This surplus should have been accumulated 
annually, and only applied under the sanction of the Court of Chancery. This was 
never done. The rents were always collected and lodged by the agent to the credit of 
the general account of the Commissioners, and the surplus was expended by them as 
they thought fit, and without any regard to the obligations imposed on them as trustees 
or the public under the decree. In the year 1856 the then Commissioners passed a 
resolution to give an annual payment of £50 to the Christian Brothers’ Schools if they 
were established in the town, and this sum has been paid annually since the year 1868, 
wnen the schools were first established ; and the present Commissioners justify the pay- 
ment on the resolution passed in the year 1856, and not on any resolution or order made 
by the Commissioners who were in office in 1869 or since. The then Commissioners 
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also leased the house -which had been settled upon for the lying-in hospital in the year Ca8HE1 - 
1S53 to the then parish priest, at a rent of one shilling a year, as a house for the National Mr. j.Muiiiiw, 
schoolmaster, and some years afterwards it was given by the parish priest to a classical Ev ' 39 '- 40( -'- 
teacher to open a school in the town. This failed after a few years, and the house was 
lying idle for a short time, when some young men in the town applied to the then Com- 
missioners to let it to them for a temperance institute. They did so, and the young 
men expended some money in repairing it, but after a short time the Commissioners 
put them out of it. Some of the mechanics of the town then applied for it, to form an 
institute, and offered to pay rent for it. They had the house in 185S for a short time, f.v. soi-stc. 
and the Commissioners then expended a sum of £9 out of the £240 specified in the 8th 
article of the scheme in putting it in repair ; but they afterwards took it away from 
them, and the house is now used as a Christian Brothers’ School, and no rent is paid for 
it save the nominal one of one shilling a year. The action of the Commissioners with 
respect to the mechanics of the town (numbering about 50), and them continued neglect 
in refusing to expend the £240, or to rent them a house for the purpose of an institute, 
was much complained cf by them, and a strong feeling exists on their part against the 
Town Commissioners for their action against them on this subject. Although I asked 
for it, no person gave the slightest explanation on the part of the Commissioners as to 
their neglect in providing the institute for the mechanics, as provided by the Master’s 
Report. 

I now proceed to detail the dealings' of the Commissioners with respect to the 
commons lands, which demands serious attention. It has been already stated that 
when Pennefatlier’s lease was set aside, the rents received by him from the lands were 
at least £1,550 a year, and that within a few months the same lands were let to the 
same tenants, save in a very few instances, for £633 18s. 6hd. a year. The explanation Mr. Mullins, 
as to how this happened was given by Mr. Mullins, the present chairman of the Town Ev ‘ 40, ~ 409 ' 
Commissioners. He stated that on the setting aside of Pennefather’s lease, the tenants 
refused to acknowledge the Commissioners as their landlords, and that the opinion of 
the late Baron Greene was taken on the subject, who advised that new lettings should 
be made to them on a valuation to be made of the lands by two valuators, one to be 
appointed by the Commissioners and one by the tenants ; that this was agreed to and Mr. Corby, 
arbitrators were appointed, who valued the lands at the rent then and since received, hv ’ L! 
save in one or two instances. I called for any evidence, either in the books of the 
Commissioners or the bills of costs furnished by their solicitors, or for any documents 
from the Commissioners’ papers to prove that any such opinion was given, or that any 
case was laid before that distinguished lawyer, but nothing of the kind was produced. 

It, is impossible to conceive that there could have been any ultimate difficulty in the 
Commissioners getting possession of the lands from those whose title thereto depended 
solely on that of their landlord, which had been set aside. I also called for the pro- 
duction of the valuation stated to have been made, but no trace of its contents could be 
shown from the Commissioners’ books or otherwise, save that the Town Clerk produced 
a book purporting to be a rental, from March, 1844, to 1845, in which the rental of the 
lands comprised in Pennefather’s lease is set out as amounting to the sum of £633 18s. 6ld. Mr. Harfy, 
a year, and £13 18s. 6^d. for tithe-rentcharge. From whatever motive,- or with whatever ' v ' 
object it was done, there can, however, be no reasonable doubt that some such valuation 
was made in the year 1843, because it was stated that a resolution was adopted in that Mr. j. Mum™, 
year, that at any time within thirty -one years (which has expired), the tenantry, could Ev ' 408 ' 
get leases by paying 10 per cent, over the rents mentioned in the valuation. . This 
proposal was submitted to the tenants, who refused to accept it, and the rents staia^ to 
have been put down by the valuators, without even the addition of the 10 per cent., 
have been since received by the Commissioners, and the reason for this, as given by the 
chairman, was that the Commissioners since felt themselves bound by the resolution 
then adopted. 

This resolution was not recorded on the books, and it was stated at the Inquiry that 
there was not any record of the appointment of any valuators or any valuation made 
by them, but siuce the Inquiry closed the Town Clerk has forwarded to me . resolu- 
tions, which he states he had since found on, the books, a copy of which. 3 as sent is as 
follows : — 

Extracts front the Minute Books of the Town. Commissioners of the Cits of Cashel,. 

1843, October 20. — The object of the meeting- having been to appoint valuators for tbe Corporation! lands. 

Moved by Mr. Dolan, seconded by Mr. Coman — 

“ That Thomas Heffernan, of Ballynathin, and John Loughnane, of Boytehvatb, be appointed to value said 
lands, and that they be paid a sum of ten pounds each for such valuation, they first subscribing a declaration 
to tbe following effect : — 

“We, Thomas Heffernan and John Loughnane, do solemnly declare, according to the provisions of the 
statute in that case made and provided, that we will truly, faithfully, and diligently examine into the value of 
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Cash it, the different lands, farms, and tenements (the corporate property of the city of Oashel) which we may be 

appointed to value by the Commissioners of the said city, and that we will estimate the value of said lands 
farms, and tenements to the best of our judgment, knowledge, and skill, at such value as would be, accor ding 
to our judgment, knowledge, and skill, a fair and reasonable rent between landlord and tenant in this countv 
according to the circumstances of each case." 

• 1844, February 26. — Move4 by Mr. Goman, seconded by Mr. Power 
“ That leases be made to such of the tenants as apply at the rent, exclusive of the rentcharge, ascertained by 
the valuation, and that our agent be directed to take proceedings against those tenants that do not settle." 

An amendment was moved by Mr. Corby, seconded by Mr. Desmond — 

“ That leases be only made on the old rents.’' 

The motion was carried by a majority of 10 to 3. 


Moved by Mr. Dolan, seconded by Mr. Coman — 

“ That the tenancy commence at 29th September, 1843." 


From these extracts it is likely that Mr. Mullins is inaccurate in his recollection as 
[tp r the terms of the resolution offering leases to the tenants, and that they were not in 
Mullins, '.fact tfmn offered leases at an increase of ten per cent, beyond the valuation, and that 
he is also ; inaccurate in saying that one valuator was named by the tenants, as from 
the extracts; it would seem that both valuators were appointed by the Commissioners, 
and were to be paid by them. It does not, however, appear that they or either of them 
ever made the statutable declaration mentioned, or were paid for the valuation, nor is 
the original valuation to be found. It is also manifest that if the Town Commissioners 
who succeeded those in office in 1844 felt themselves bound by the resolution passed 
by the Commissioners of that year as to the granting' of leases to the tenants at the 
rents in the new valuation, as stated by Mr. Mullins, they ought to have confined the 
Ev. 40s. terms thereby granted in the leases afterwards executed by them to terms of thirty-one 
years from the 29th September, 1848, in which event all such leases must have 
, c expired in the year 1874, when the then Commissioners, if so inclined, could have 
; obtained a fair rent for the lands out of lease. - This was not done in a single instance ; 
and thus the existing leases hereinafter mentioned (if valid) will prevent the inhabitants 
of Cashel from enjoying the full and fair income properly derivable from their property 
during the continuance of the leases, through the action of the Commissioners who 
executed them while they were only trustees for themselves and others. It further 
appears that in some cases the rents, when -leases were made, were reduced below the 
prices fixed by the valuators. 

r I now proceed to give the particulars of the Commons -land and its valuation, which 
for convenience I set out in a table showing the acreage, rent, and Griffith’s valuation, 
.: the entire being divided into five lots. 


Name of Lot. 

Acreage, in 
Statute Acres. 

Present Kent. 

Griffith’s Valuation. 

No. 1. Owens?’ and Biggs’, . 

A. S. P. 

143 0 2-7 

£ t. d. 
94 14 7 

£ s. d. 
102 7 0 

„ 2. Lalor’s Lot. 

989 1 12 

■217 7 3 

426 1 0 

„ 3. Hill’s, .... 
„ 4. Attykitt, 

400 0 32 

100 15 3 

160 12 0 

.491 3 12 

96 1 9i 

176 12 0 

„ 5, Carron, .... 

484 1 0 

124 19 8 

218 ‘ 0 0 


2,508 3 3 

633 18 6| 

1,083 12 A 


From ten to -twelve . leases appear since to have been made of portions of these lands, 
the particulars of which are as follows, so far as 1 could ascertain them in the .limited 
time at my disposal : — 


Tenants’ Names. 

Date of Lease. 

Contents. 

Bent. 

Griffith’s Valuation. 

No. 1. Reps, pf Mathew Handy, 1 
„ „ Do.' (Lalor’s Lot), . J 

4th September, 1854, j 

A. R. P. 

30 "3 0 
7 1 2 

£ s. d. 
11 17 0 
2 8 7 

£ 3. d, 

l 27 0 0 

„ 2. Do. Owens’ apd Riggs’ Lot, . 

„ 3. Mrs. 'Dolan ‘(Lalor’s Lot), 

Do., 

9 1 20 

15 1.9,11 : 

15 0 0 

2nd December,. 1862, . 

68 2 3 

24 ’13 10 

47 5 0 

This -farm Rad been let to' ; 
Darnel Phelan, as yearly \ 
tenant, at same - rent as in j 
lease. 

4. Thomas Carew, . 

2nd July, 18,52, 

58 0 39 

23 13 9 

38 0 0 
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The rent for 4U. 3b. Up. of this holding paid by Thomas Cares- was £39 Os. 10 d. 
While he was a yearly tenant, but on making the lease in 1S52 it was reduced to 
£23 13s. 9 d., and he got 16a. la, 25p. ofland additional. 


No. 5. Avery Jordan, 
6. Pierce Grace, 


n 7. Tliomas Hogan, . 
H 8. Denis Hogan, 

9. Tliomas Carew, . 
” 10. Cahill, 


Da pe of Lease. 


11th February, 1857, 
4th September, 1854, 
Do., 


Do., 

Do., 


1854, 


161 2 31 
51 3 1 
of Carron, at 
|7s. 8^<f. an acre. 
1 22 3 22 

of Attykitt, at 
|6s. 2$d. an acre. 
36 0 30 
36 1 21 
20 1 12 
80 2 0 


£ s. d. 
101 15 11 


15 15 2^ 

16 13 3 
10 0 0 
31 15 6 


Griffith's Valuation. 


£ 

170 


42 0 0 Ev. 555-6. 


Ev. 562. 

Ev. 565. 

Ev. 567. 

Ev. 307-319. 


The leases Nqs. 1, 2, 3, on the above list were granted to Matthew Hanly, the lessee, Mr. Corby, 
at the time he was a Town Commissioner, under a resolution of the 9th January, 1854, E ^.‘ 491 ; 
set out at question 491, which was passed at a meeting at which he was present and Ev. 492. 
they never were put up, to any puhlic competition or tender. Mr. Cornelius Hanly at Mr Haniy, 
first stated that his father had previously bought the interest of a yearly tenant named E, *96-870. 
Maloney in the lands comprised in leases Nos. 1 and 2 for about £150, but he after- 
wards stated that the land only cost £70, and that there was a crop and other things on ^ 4g , 
the land which made £70 more. Maloney’s pent had been 12s. or 13s the Irish acre. 

At the lesser sum of 12s. an acre Maloney’s two holdings must have paid a rent of about 
£•73 a year : and when the leases were granted to Mr. Hanly they were given to him 
for rents amounting to £14 5s, 7 d. a year, without the slightest reason being suggested 
on the books or otherwise for the making such a reduction, and giving him a lease for 
31 years from September, 1853. When the agent was asked his opinion as to the Jetting 
value of these two lots, his answer was that it was unfair to ask him, as he might have 
an interest in the question, and would not, therefore, like to put a valuation on those Ev. 499. 
farms, but that be might do so in the case of other persons How fa* he adhered to 
the latter part of this answer will be perceived by the perusal of his evidence, when he 8S0) 831 . 
declined to give answers to several questions put to him as to the value of farms held 
by others. Mr. Matthew Hanly had also given £18 or £20 for the interest m about Ev.soi. 
five acres of the land comprised in the second lease before it was made tq him, and which Ev. 502 . 
was then paying a rent of 30s. an acre. , , 

The lease to Mrs. Dolan of lot No. 4 on the. above list was mack? to her under a 
resolution of the 1st April, 1861, set out at question 509, which authorised the granting Hr. 
of a lease in her for 31 years at the rent of £24 13s. 10 d. a year, the then rent paid by 
Daniel Phelan, a yearly tenant ; and an amendment — set out at same question was 
proposed to that resolution, that the lease should be granted to her only form unerpired 
term of 14 years, to which the late tenant, Daniel Phelan, was supposed to he equitably 
entitled, under the resolution of 1S44. This amendment was evidently proposed to carry 
' out the spirit of the resolution of 1844, that the tenants were to get 31 years leases Irom 
1843 : but it was negatived b„y 9 - majority of 9 to 3.. Mrs. Dolan was the widow of a 
Town Commissioner, and had given Phelan £650 for his interest m the farm, and this H«dy^ 
was publicly known at the time the resolution was passed. Mr. Hanly , the agent, declined Mr. Corby, 
to give an opinion of the.valu.e of this land at the time, b.ut on being pressed he said that M £ Ha " ly] • 
in its original state it was worth 10s. to 12s. an acre, Even taking this estimate of its E v. 511,512. 
value to he correct, it is easy, to see why Mrs, Dolan gave so large a sum for- the tenants 
interest on getting a lease. for.. 31 years at a rent of £3f 13s. 10a. a year. 

On Lalor’s lot, 41 a. 3r. 14p. of the land comprised in the ; fourth lease m the above 
list had been held at a. reiitof £39 0s. 10 d. by Thomas Carew, under a resolution for Mr. Corby, 
a lease ordered to. he. made to. him in April, 1844, for 31 years, from September, 1843. Mr Haniy, 
He was then a Town, Commissioner. This lease was not made, hut on the 2nd July, Ev. 544-548. 
1852, he got an additional quantity of 16a. Ir. 25p., and a leas©- was made to him of the 
new and old farms, making in all 58a. Or. 39p., for 41 years, from about that date at the 
reduced rent of £23 13s. 9 d. a year. No resolution is t.o he found on the books tor the Mr. j. Corby, 
granting of this, lease, nor was the slightest excuse or explanation offered as to the 
reason for such a transaction (which speaks for itself) having taken place. 

The next lease in the above list was made to Mr. Avery Jordan, while he was 1 own 
Clerk. He claimed to be entitled to collect tolls in the market, under the Pennefather Mr- Hag, 
family, and he had held the lands comprised in that lease under them, but at what rent 551 . 
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Cashel. W e could not ascertain. He gave up his alleged right to those tolls, and in consideration 
Mr. Corby, of his doing so the lease was granted to him on the 11th February, 1S57, for 31 years 

v ' ' from the 25th March, 1356, at the rent of £101 15s. 11 cl a year. J 

Mr. Hmiiy The sixth lease was made to Pierce Grace, a son of a Town Commissioner, and it is 
'■ oC9 - alleged that the land was put up to public competition, and that proposals were put in bv 
four persons for them. A resolution was passed on the 7th July, 1S50, for granting a lease 
to Mr. Grace (a Commissioner then preseut) for thirty-one years from the 29th September 
1S50, but the lease was not executed until September, 1854, from which time the thirty- 
one years commenced, hi o information was given as to the rents offered by the others 
but the rent of 65. 2\d. the Irish acre for the portion of Attykit comprised in the lease' 
was much below what had been paid for other portions of the same lands in the Penne- 
fathers time, as will appear from the rents reserved in the leases set forth at question 9.99 
. db respect to the leases 7 and 8 in the list, no resolution was produced authorizing 
being granted, and it was stated that the same lands had been let in the Penne°- 
fathers time at 125. and 13s. an acre, so that even if such was the fact the present rents 
are much less. 


9. Another lease was made to Mr. Cahill in 1854 of 80a. 2a., Irish, on Hill’s lot at 
£31 15s. 6d. a year, for thirty-one years. The value of that farm is considerably more 
and it was described as being a very good lot, but not quite as good as the agent’s father 
paid £2 an acre for. 

n ^ k a . ve . now w ith the cases in which leases have been granted since 1844 by the 
Commissioners of portions of the commons lands, so far as they were brought before 
i, me, but there are two leases still recognised by them which require to be noticed. 

The hist is a lease alleged to be vested in the representatives of a Mr. Richard Woods. 
In 1843 Richard Woods, then a Town Commissioner, claimed to hold a lease made to 
him by William Peimefatber, for ninety-nine years, of 61 a. of Foxsden, part of Hill’s 
lot, at a rent of £26 a year. This lease, if valid, will not expire for several years, but 
it appears to me to be as invalid as the original lease to Woods’ lessor. The Commis- 
sioners however, have never taken any steps to set aside this lease, or get possession 
ot the lands, and, on the contrary, have continued to recognise the Woods as tenants, 
paying only £26 a year for them. The value of the lands comprised in this lease is 
best proved by the fact that they are now let by the representatives of Woods on lease 

“rr y ® a T rS, n r °ffin?° 9, i t0 Damel Fole y- at a rent of £100 a year, and which he 
i8; has regularly paid Griffith s valuation of this farm is £43 105 ., which shows the relative 
•’ ! alu ® °i the i and f° valuation, although Mr. Hanly declined to give an opinion as 
6 valuation was too high or not; but the farm is on the same lot (Hill’s) 
as Mi. Cahills last above-mentioned farm of 80a. 2r. Irish, which was described by the 
agent as a very good lot. 

“ rwC S w nd ‘ S a c a / e al J? gei *° be Tested !n representatives of a person named 
Chailes Wogan. Before Pennefather's lease was set aside he had demised 45 a. of part 

if the w, call r n the % a Fl ? lds ’ at a rent of £1S Us ' icl ■ a y ear * &r a term v/hicb, 

lioner afe. ™ ?*¥’ "'°' lld “P!™ 111 abol,t six y ears - James PMa n, a Town Commis- 
i ‘ rds bec ™ e entitled to Wogan’s interest in the lease, we presume by 

■ LtiS the 4 - d a f a T sc . ertaan the particulars. James Phelan afterwards sub- 
T IeeS l ScBU y' a Heitor “ Cashel, and then also a Town 

r-W a S nt , of i 2 l0a - an aore ’ fOT a tvhich expired in the year 
Senllv's fotii 5 ' *? aDly i; To™ Commissioner, the father of the agent, bought Mr. 
SSI'S ? tbc f h-lease for £259, and he or his representatives continued 
nndlThlm «r f ■ lands ™. tl1 lts ex P lra tlon, and James Phelan, or those claiming 
X nrtoX “ P . 0S H SSl< S’ and cla ™ *° h°W it for the residue of the term in 

2 invX i tw M p Ut8d i’l PeanefatW to Wogan. This lease appears to me to be 
ha vino mn tin„ 0 ,! . Pennefather, and noreason was suggested for the Commissioners 
it TT.f. 0 r ®nognise it, and receive the wholly insufBcient rent payable under 

slated that “» X °Vl e ands Iease is £l ? 5 a re^r, and Sir. Hanlyf the agent, 

stated that he did not think the valuation excessive. . 

has beenT„lT a ?l’ feS * ?t*, by S™? J e S leet < if not from some other motive, £1 74 a year 
last th rti fo ,! tbe mhabrt ™ te of CasM on Woods’ and Phelan’s farms alone for the 
the sampler! J €arS; anb nl 00 a much greater loss has accrued in the aggregate during 
Se Xe P „s 1 th r ther lettin S B ab0Te mentioned, and a larger toss is likely to 
so-called tmstpes n f«^t, tbe ™ a " a ? emei,t of th® property is continued by the present 
I now nrncepd X tb “ r P redec « saol 'S have managed it from time to time, 

the melent Xb r f etad aotlon “d conduct of the Commissioners from 1843 to 
tenants as for es P ect the rents of the commons lands in the hands of the yearly 
not havinn anv nowX aUe , as ? ertam them in the limited time at my disposal, and 
,l‘T peI the atte nd™®e of witnesses or to examiie on oath. 

642 the rest of the oommons lands have been held by the parties then in 
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possession, or their representatives or assignees, at the rents stated to have been then CA3 " EL 
p u t on their holdings by the valuators then appointed. 

1 In the month of December, 1875, Mr. Hanly brought before the Commissioners the gr. 
fact that the leases of some of the property were soon to fall in, and applied for instruc- 
tions as to reletting the lands. Mr. Scully, one of the Town Commissioners, on the Ev. sgo. 
13th December, 1S75, gave notice of moving at the next monthly meeting the motion 
mentioned at question SCO ; and Mr. Hackett then gave notice of moving the amend- 
ment mentioned at the same question. Mr. Scully’s resolution was can*ied unanimously Ev. 86o. 
on the 18th January, 1876, whereupon Mr. Hackett gave notice that he would move at 
the next monthly meeting that the resolution passed that day be rescinded, which 
however does not appear to have been done. On the 7th February, it was ordered that 
the a^ent be directed to offer to the tenants leases of their holdings in accordance with . 
the terms of the resolution passed on the ISth ult., and report to the next meeting 
whether they will accept leases on these terms. On the same day Dr. Laffan gave Ev. sgo. 
notice that he would move at the next monthly meeting “ That for the future for all of 
the lands for which no lease is now in force the rent at present payable shall be con- 
tinued, if such be not less than the Poor Law Valuation ; but if less than same, that 
then the rent shall be raised to a sum equal thereto, the increased rents to be charged 
from the next date, which by law shall be allowable, and that the agent do take imme- 
diate steps to carry this resolution into effect.” This resolution was moved by him and 
seconded by Mr. Scully, whereupon Mr. Hackett moved and Dr. Molony seconded, as 
an amendment, “ That an advance of ten per cent, per annum be put ou all the rented 
lands on the Commons which are now running out of lease, and other lands where 
no leases are existing, which were rated in Griffith’s Valuation.” Notwithstanding the 
passing of the resolution of the 18th January this amendment was carried on a division 
by seven to two, and thereupon Dr. Laffan and Mr. Scully handed in a protest which Ev. sgo. 
is set out in full at question 860. In moving his resolution on the 20th March, 18i6, 

Dr. Laffan made a statement which he repeated before me of such importance that I 
think it right to state it fully here. His statement, speaking with reference to what was 
said by some of the tenants of the Commons at a meeting held shortly before, was 

“That lie agreed with the tenants who stated that the Pcnnefathers had been the perfection of landlords, 
but that when they made these rash statements they quite forgot that the Commissioners had in their archives 
every document connected with the Pennefathers’ lettings, that lie had made complete extracts from them, and 
that he challenged the Commissioners to test their correctness by examination for •themselves ; that he had 
stated on former occasions that the lands were let at nominal rents, and that the valuators had received^ 
instructions not to be too particular ; that lie was authorized that day by the then law agent of the Commis-' 
sioners to state that the Commissioners’ valuator having exceeded his instructions, a valuation was the result 
which the then Commissioners declared had they foreseen, they would sooner have put their hands into the 
tire than have consented to. Better far, however, than the statement of any gentleman, however honourable 
or respectable, was the evidence of figures and documents, some of which he then presented in a tabulated form 
.as follows : — 


Tenants’ Names. 

Present or Nominal Rent 
per Irish Aero. 

Pennefathers’ Rent. 

| Proposed New Rent. 


£ s. d. 

£ s. d. 

£ s. d. 

Michael Corcoran, 

0 8 2 

1 11 6 

0 15 0 

John Corcoran, 

0 8 2 

1 11 6 

0 15 0 


0 8 2 

1 11 6 


Hi gan, • 

0 8 8| 

0 13 0 

0 12 11 


“ He stated to the Commissioners that he gave the foregoing figures as a sample to show them that he did 
not propose to charge the tenants more than half the rent in some instances, which those deservedly popular 
landlords laid on to the great gratitude of even the second generation of their quondam tenants. 

After the passing of the resolution of the 7th February, Mr. Hanly, as agent, sent 
out a printed circular to each of the tenants, as follows : — 

« Cashel, February 22nd, 187 6. 

“ Sut, — I have been directed by the Town Commissioners to inform you that they are willing to give you a 
lease of your holding on the Commons in accordance with the terms expressed in a resolution passed by them 
on the 18th ultimo, a copy of which is given below, and I have to request that you will inform me, in writing, 
on or before the 5th proximo, whether you desire to take such lease. 

“ I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

“To Mr. . “C. Hanly. 

“ ‘ Resolved, — That in all cases tenants on the Commons who have heretofore been paying rent less than the 
Poor Law Valuation shall be offered leases of their holdings for thirty-one years, dating from the last gale day, 
provided the rent in future to be paid by them shall equal the present Poor Law Valuation. 

“ ‘ And in all other cases that such leases be granted at the rents now paid.’ ” 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



56 LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND TAXATION INQUIRY COMMISSION (IRELAND) 

cusBKL. After the amendment was carried on the 20th March, he also sent out ann+W 
printed circular as follows 

“ Cashel, April 26, 1876. 

“ Sir, — I beg to acquaint you that by a resolution of the Cashel Town Commissioners passed on the 9 Q«, 
ultimo, a copy of which is given below, the rent of voux holding at has been raised to £ “ 

per annum, and I have to request that you will inform me in writing, on or before the 13th proximo whethe 
you will continue to occupy your farm on these terms. 

„ m „ “ 1 am. Sir, your obedient servant, 

To Mr. 0 

“ ‘ Resolved, — That an advance of ten per cent, per annum be put on all the rented lands on the Commons 
which are now out of lease, and on the lands where no leases were existing which were let under Griffith’ 
Valuation.’” 8 


Mr. Hanlv, 
Ev. 5.'3. 

Mr. Foley, 
Ev. 733-753. 


Ev. 752. 


Mr. Hanly, 
Ev. 5S9. 


Up to the time of the holding of the inquiry not a tenant had accepted the terms 
offered in either circular. 

The probable reason why the tenants have not accepted this offer will be understood 
by the statement of the footing on which the yearly tenants at present stand with the 
Commissioners, as hereafter detailed. Daniel Foley, who holds the lease under the 
Woods above alluded to, also holds about twenty acres of the lands ot Attykit, which 
was described by Mr. Hanly as the worst townland he ever saw. 

This 20a. had been held by a man named Keatinge, as a yearly tenant, at a rent of 
£7 11s. id. a year and he sold his interest in it to Foley’s father-in-law for £140, who 
made a present of it to Foley’s wife several years ago, aud Foley has been since recognised 
as the tenant at the same rent, When Foley received the circular above set & forth 
he replied to it in a letter to the Commissioners, as follows 


“ Gentlemen,— I have the circular of your agent, together with a copy of the resolution of the Town Com- 
missioners, in reply to which I beg to call your attention to the fact that I bought the tenant’s interest in the 
lands of Attykit, with the sanction of the Commissioners, with this full understanding, expressed by them to 
me, that I would not be disturbed s.o long as I paid rent : under the circumstances I refuse your offer and object 
to any chqnge in the terms of my tenancy. J 

“ Yours truly, 


“Daniel Foley.” 


Having now stated the latest action of the Commissioriers, with yespeqt to the Com- 
mons lands, I proceed to detail their action with respect to them after 1844. 

Notwithstanding -the resolution of the 26th February, 1844, the Commissioners of 
.that time do not appear to have taken any proceedings against the tenants to compel 
them to take out leases, and nearly all were continued as yearly tenants at the reduced 
rents. 

The Commissioners, on the 1st February, 1847, passed a resolution as follows 

« That no tenant on the Commons of Cashel under the Commissioners be allowed to assign or sublet their 
u 0.1 dings to. any perspn without the consent of the Commissioners.” 


Ev. 624. And again, on the 7th March, I860, another resolution was passed, to the effect— 

That any tenant parting with a portion of his land without the consent of the Commissioners be ejected” 

fe n 394 N °' on the 7tl2 May, IS 60, it was also resolved 

“ That the resolution entered on the minutes of the 6th March last, ordering James Keatinge to be ejected 
m consequence of his having subdivided his farm, shall he rescinded, but that in future any tenant parting 
with a portion of his land, without the sanction of the Commissioners, shall be dispossessed.” 


Mr. Corby, 
Ev. 955. 


It is not easy to understand why these last mentioned resolutions were passed, if the 
then Commissioners fairly intended to carry out the resolution of the 26th February, 
1844, as it was contended that under it all the tenants were to get leases for thirty- 
°?\ e years from 29th September, 1843, and they might thus have been considered equit- 
ably entitled to such leases without restriction during that term, but the subsequent 
acts of the Commissioners would go to show that they were passed for the purpose of 
giving them the opportunity of seeing that a tenant in possession was, according to their 
opinion, properly compensated for his interest. This view is borne out by a resolution 
passed by the Commissioners qn the 4-th June, 1860, whereby it was ordere 1 - 

“ That the agent, Mr. Conan, be directed to have a notice to quit served upon Richard Stapleton for 
haymg entered into possession of J udith Ryan’s farm without liberty from the Commissioners, and for not 
satisfying the tenant in a just and reasonable claim which she had in the land!” 

This is the only instance appearing in which they interfered with the assignments, 
notoriously, made from time to time, and which also shows that in this case they 
took an active part with respect to the change qf tenancy on one of the farms. Be the 
motive however what it may for the passing of these resolutions, it is perfectly manifest 
that the successive Boards of Commissioners of Cashel, ever since these resolutions were 
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passed, have been consenting parties to very many cases of assignment and subletting, 
in which some of the yearly tenants from time to time have sold their interests m their 
tenancies. Notwithstanding the so-called valuation in 1843, and the statements of 
Mr. Hanly and some of the tenants, that the lands were let at nearly a fair value at 
their present rents, it will be hereafter seen that several cases of sales have taken place 
by tenants in which very large sums of money have been paid for small portions of Mr. M|ciwoi 
the around. One tenant stated “ that there were not any of the tenants parting with ’ 

the land but those who were getting money for doing so ; and that they could all get 


The next step which appears to have been taken about these lands was on 7th May, 
1860, when the Honorable Martin J. French, then one of the Town Commissioners, 
o-ave notice that he would move at the next monthly meeting — 


“ That a competent person he appointed to value the unleased portion of the Corporation lands, and that lie 
shall receive instructions to the effect that the Commissioners only require a reasonable valuation to he made, Mr. Corby, 
and in the event of the valuation exceeding the present rent that each tenant shall he at liberty to show cause Ev. 9 oj. 
why that rent should not be raised.” 


On the 4th June, 1S60, Mr. French gave another notice, as follows : — Ev. 955 . 

“That he would move, at the next monthly meeting, that the resolution of February, 1S44, be rescinded, 
which granted a right to all tenants of the Corporation to obtain leases at a valuation which had been then 
made and that a competent person be appointed to ascertain the present letting value of each unleased portion 
of the Corporation lands and also the particulars, nature, general cost, and existing value of each tenant s own 
unexhausted improvements, that upon obtaining such valuation, leases for 31 years should be offered at such 
a reasonable rent as should appear fair and equitable towards the several tenants.” 


Mr. French does not appear to have brought forward that resolution, but he was the 
Chairman of the meeting on the 21st July, 1860, when it was proposed by Mr. Murphy Ev. 955 . 
and seconded by Mr. Corby, that the resolution passed and entered on the minutes of the 
20th February, 1844, be rescinded, whereby it was agreed to grant leases to all the 
Corporation tenants at the then valuation. An amendment was proposed and seconded 
to the effect that the Commissioners did not consider it expedient to alter the arrange- 
ment entered into between them and their tenants. The resolution was carried by five 
to three, but as there were only twelve members present, four of whom did not vote, and 
as two-thirds of the number, say eight, were required to rescind the resolution of 
February, 1844, which had been passed at the former meeting, the Chairman decided 
that the resolution was not carried in compliance with, the provisions of the 46th section 
of the Commissioners Clauses Act, 1847 (10 Vic., c. 16). < . 

Matters remained in this condition until the proceedings which took place during the 
period between December, 1876, and April, 1877, which have been already alluded to 
and the tenants who held the unleased lands in 1843, or their assignees, have since held 
and now hold their several farms at the rents then determined on, and which are much 
below the real annual value. It would take too much' time to state in detail the nume- 
rous instances in which the yearly tenants have sold their interest in their farms, but 
the following table will show some of the most remarkable : — 


Tenant's Name. 

Irish Measure. 
Quantity of Land, and 
on wliat Lot. 

Rml. 

John Sturdy, . 

A. R. P. 

7 to 8 acres on 

£ s. d. 
5 13 0 

Shea, 

Owens and Biggs’ 
Lot. 

1 1 12 

0 9 6 

Robert Taylor, 

(Lalor’s Lot). 
12 0 0 

8 11 0 

Michael Hogan, 

2 0 0 

15 3 

— : bt 
Pat Rye—, 

29 0 a 

19 18 6 

J. O’Connell, . 

5 0 0 

7 10 0 

Mrs. Barry, . 

Owens and Biggs’ 
Lot. 

4 2,0 

8 18 8 

■William Ryan, 

Owens and Biggs’ 
Lot. 

7 0 0 

4 15 0 

William Ryan, 

11 3 35 

4 3 3 


Griffith 


Sold for, and to whom. 


Valuation. 


£ 


d. 



6 

15 

0 

Kearney, for £100. 

Mr. Hanly, 
Ev. 670-588. 

1 

10 

0 

Purcell. Could not ascer- 

Ev. 689-602. 




tain amount. 


11 

10 

0 

Michael O’Sullivan, Town Com- 

Ev. 616-623. 


missioner. Could not ascertain 
amount. 




2 

10 

0 

William Moloughney. Could not 

Ev. 686-691. 




ascertain amount. 



15 

0 

Richard Stapleton, for £333, in- 

Ev. G93-C97. 

7 

15 

0 

eluding stock, &c. 
Mathew Dwyer, £200. 

Mr. Richard 
Stapleton, 
Ev. 762-772. 





Mr. Hanly, 
Ev. 289-296. 

8 

5 

0 

Mathew Dwyer, £125 or £150. 

Ev. 296-301. 

6 

5 

0 

John Ryan. Supposed to be£180. 

Ev. 641-647. 

10 

5 

0 

Denis Ryan. Could not ascertain 





amount. 



I 
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Cashel. The foregoing* cases in which sales have taken place show the value of the holding 
Mr. Haniy, of the yearly tenants, and these interests are being sold from time to time openly and 
Ev. sr4. . notoriously ; but it was impossible to ascertain the full particulars of those sales, or the 
prices paid as purchase money. Another instance of what appeared to be a letting at a 
Ev. 724 - 725 . gross undervalue was that of land held by William Casson. A person named Judith 
Keating had held 27 a. of Attykit at a rent of £15 Ss. 3d., Griffith’s valuation being 
£1S 12s. In some way which I could not ascertain, the holding became vacant and 
2a. 3r. 27p. were added to it, and by a resolution of the 5th April, 1S52, both holdings 
making in all 29a. 3r. 27f., were let to William Casson at the reduced rent of £10 15s. 
8 d. a year. No reason could be assigned as to why this was done. 

The other property of the Town Commissioners consists of the following lands and 
houses : — 


Rental. 

Name of Lands or House Projjcrty. 

Acreage, 
in Irish Acres. 

Rent. 

Griffith’s 

Valuation. 

Ev. 415. 2 | 


A. R. P. 

£ s. d. 



Hickey’s Lot, ..... 

125 0 0 

80 2 3 

119 3 0 

Ev. 420. 3 

Laud lots, and property in the town, 

342 0 0 

328 17 8 

480 6 0 

Ev. 424. 4 

Small lots on Commons, exclusive of part in 





Pennefather’s lease, 

252 0 0 

205 5 2 


Ev. 426. 5 

Sliamhles in town, 



7 15 0 



Lots and houses on the Green, . 



23 17 10 


1 7 

Friar-street houses, .... 

— 

48 10 5 

— 


Ev. 415-419. The entire of Hickey’s lot No. 2 is held by yearly tenants, save about twenty acres 
which is held by Thomas Carew, under a lease for thirty-one years from 1S54, at a 
rent of 10s. the Irish acre. 

et. 420 - 423 . About 230 or 240 Irish . acres of rental No. 3 are held under three or four leases, 
some of which will expire in six or seven years and some in eighteen or twenty years 
and the rest is held by yearly tenants. 

Ev. 424-5. One hundred and ten Irish acres of rental No. 4 is held by a Mr. Price, at 9s. an 
acre, under a lease which will expire in about two years and the rest is held by yearly 
tenants. J J J 


Mr. Haniy, 
Ev. 833. 

Ev. 429. 

Ev. 267. 
Ev. 272. 


The premises comprised in rentals 5, 6, and 7, consist of small houses and shops, which 
are mostly let at weekly rents varying from 5s. to Is. 6 d. a week. 

From the great difficulty in obtaining any satisfactory evidence as to the lettings 
made by the Commissioners with respect to the six last rentals, and the leases made of 
the portions of the land let on No. 3, I thought it would only involve an unnecessary 
waste of public time to prolong the inquiry with respect to the lettings made of the 
lands and premises comprised in. those rentals, but it will be perceived that there would 
appear to be a great undervalue in the lettings of the premises comprised in the lots 
-> 3 > an< * having regard to the amount of Griffith’s valuation as above set forth. I 
may further add . that I do not think I could have been able even by giving further 
tune to the inquiry to ascertain the rent, particulars of the lettings, and value of the 
different farms, from the. limited means I had of procuring evidence. It will be 
10we .T 1 er > that even, if the leases made of portions of these lots are valid, several 
of them will fall in within a limited period, and it would appear to me from the past 
mstory of the dealings of the Commissioners with regard to the past lettings of the 
Col porate property, that it will demand your Grace’s serious consideration, whether some 
steps must not be taken to ensure that at least all future lettings of the Corporate 
property shall be made at a fair letting value. At the close of the Inquiry the Town 
j some leases, the particulars of which are set forth in questions 1006 and 
1007, and some of which show the correctness of the statements made by Dr. Laffan 
as to the lettings to the Carews in Pennefather’s time. 

, ke seen that the entire of the landed property of the Commissioners amounts 

to 2,270a., Irish, of land surrounding the town, and their entire income from house and 
landed Property amounts to the sum of about £1,328 Is., and of this, as has been already 
stated, the Pennefather portion of 1,548a. 3r. 5p., Irish, produces only £633 IS s. 6 Id. a 
year, while Mr. Haniy himself admitted that it was richly worth from £1,000 to £1,100 
a ^i? ar c_ ^ 1S ® x P ress i 011 bis opinion of its value was obtained with great difficulty, 
as fie frequently refused to answer or to express an opinion as to the value .of individual 
arms , and he further, stated that he was not competent to do so, as he was not the 
agen °t the Commissioners, but merely their receiver, although he had, however, pre- 
viously stated that he was their agent for three years. The Commissioners do not pay 
tne least attention to this large property or its management. Mr. Haniy never looks 
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after the lands, and merely receives the rents in his office in town. They have not any cashbl 
accent, or even a bailiff to look after them, or to see that the fences are kept up, and 
that the land is not worked out or exhausted. From the interests, however, which the 
tenants have in the lands, it is very unlikely that they would be tilled in an unhusband- 
like manner. A. great interest was taken in the Inquiry, the Court being thronged 
while it lasted by several of the people of the town on the one hand, and the tenants 
on the other ; and the townspeople, from remarks frequently and openly made, were 
and are of opinion that the lands are let at a gross undervalue, and that the Commis- 
sioners, in the discharge of the trusts imposed on them, have not done their duty to 
those for whom they are trustees in their management of this large property. Having, 
as I thought, concluded the Inquiry on the 17th October last, I was induced to return in 
consequence of many representations made to me in writing by people in the town ; and 
I accordingly continued the Inquiry on the 29th and 30th December. By so doing I 
was enabled to ascertain the matters on which I have made the foregoing report — I 
fear at too great length — in relation to the management of this large estate by the 
successive Boards of Commissioners of Cashel, and which, I venture to think, are well 
worthy of your Grace’s attention. 

WM A. EXHAM. (Seal) 

H. A. Robinson. 

Acting as Secretary. 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 


PORTADOWN.— March 8, 1877. 

(Before Mr. Commissioner Lawless, q.c.) 


MITADOW.V. 

trclt 8, 1877. 


Mr. William John Paul, Chairman of Town Commissioners, examined. 


1. Mr. Lawless. — A.re you the chairman of the 
Town Commissioners ? — Yes. 

2. Under what Act are the Town Commissioners of 
Portadown constituted? — The Act of 1854 — 17 and 18 
Vic. chap. 103. We placed ourselves under it imme- 
diately after it was passed. 

3. When? — We adopted it at the close of 1854. 

4. Did you adopt that Act in its entirety ? — We did. 

5. How many Town Commissioners are there ? — 15. 

6. Is that number now full ? — It is. 

7. What is the rateable valuation of the town within 
the municipal limits? — £ 15,1 78 5s. 

S. Is that the valuation in 1876 ? — Yes. 

9. Can you give me the acreage ? — 657 a. 2r. 7p. 

10. Can you give me the population of the town ? — 
The population by the census of 1871 was 6,735. 

11. Has it increased since that? — Yes, and very 
considerably. Even that population shows a larger 
increase in population proportionately than any other 
town or city in Ireland, with the exception of Holly- 
wood. 

12. Do you mean since the census of 1861 ? — Yes; 
and the population has very considerably increased 
since the last census. 

13. Do the Town Commissioners possess any pro- 
perty ? — They do ; they have the town hall, in which 
you are now sitting, and which we value at ,£2,000, 
held by lease under the Duke of Manchester at the 
yearly rent of £1 4s. 3d. payable in November. 

14. Is the lease a lease for ever? — Yes; we have 
also markets, or rather we have shambles valued at 
£700, held by lease under James Calvert and Thomas 
Skillington at the yearly rent of £22 2s. 5 d. payable 
half-yearly, 1st May and 1st November, and part of 
which we have let off and receive a rent for of £22 15s. 

15. What have you let that for? — For buildings, 
leaving a profit rent of 12s. Id. 

16. What are the cranes, which I see mentioned 
in this abstract of your account ? — Some weighing 
machines which we have at present. 

17. I want to know if you have any other property 
for which you receive any rent or income? — No, we 
have not. We have chattels in the town hall value 
for £50 but we don’t receive any income in the shape 
of rent for property. 

18. Are the Commissioners the owners of, or entitled 
to receive any tolls from fairs or markets? — We do 
not charge tolls, nor are we the owners of fairs or 
markets at present, but the Duke of Manchester has 
kindly agreed to give us such. 

19. Is the Duke of Manchester the owner of the 
mai-ket rights in this town? — Yes; we have .received 
a draft of the lease by which he hands over to us the 
fairs and markets. 

20. Is he about to grant to the Commissioners for 
the benefit of the town his market rights ? — Yes. 

21. I suppose at some nominal rent ? — At a mere 
nominal rent — Is. a year, I think. 

22. Is it the intention of the Commissioners to form 
public markets in the town? — Yes. 

23. Do they propose to do that under the powers of 
the Towns Improvement Act of 1854 ? — Yes ; and the 
Local Government Act as well. We will avail our- 
selves of the powers under it. There is a very great 
necessity for such powers being exercised at present. 
The cattle fair is obliged to be held in the open street, 
and of course at very great inconvenience to. the 
public. The Pork mai-ket is also held on the street, 
and very frequently we find great difficulty in prevent- 
ing the cattle from standing on the footpaths and in- 


terfering with the business of the town. We have 
secured a fair-green, and we are only waiting for the 
powers from the Duke of Manchester to enable us to 
transfer the fairs to it. 

24. Do you consider that the holding of the fairs 
and the pork market in the public street amounts to 
a public nuisance ? — We do. 

25. Is the holding of the fairs and markets on the 
street universally objected to by the inhabitants of the 
town, or are there any who wish to retain them ? — 
There are a few who wish to have them continued on 
the street, but the great majority wish to remove them 
to the fair-green. 

26. What class of people wish to have the fairs re- 
tained in the street ? — Well, the principal opposition 
has arisen from the innkeepers, or the proprietors of 
licensed houses, although even they have not univer- 
sally opposed it ; only a few of them did so. 

27. Do you mean by licensed houses, houses that 
are licensed for the sale of spirits ? — Yes. I mean the 
public houses ; but all the proprietors of these licensed 
houses are not opposed to Ihe removal of the faii-s and 
market* from the streets ; some of them are in favour 
of it. 

28. Are there any of those proprietors of licensed 
houses members of the body of Commissioners 1 — I 
think not ; no, not that have given opposition to the 
removal of the fairs and markets. 

29. Will you tell me what rate do the Commis- 
sioners here levy in the town? — Yes; the rate for 
this year is Is. in the pound. 

30. Under what Act ? — Under the Towns Improve- 
ment Act, 1854, and uncler the Towns Improvement 
Clauses Act, 1847 — 2d. in the pound for a sewerage 
rate and 3d. for securing loans. 

31. Your rate, you said, was this year Is. in the 
pound for the town improvement rate?— -Yes. 

32. Was there more than one class of sewerage 
rate? I see in the abstract of your accounts that 
there is a rate for private assessment? — Yes. 

33. Is that private assessment rate comprised in the 
2d. ? — It is not. It is in the case where property is 
sewered for the advantage of the property. It is not 
for the advantage of the public generally. 

34. Does the improvement rate of Is. in the pound 
represent the average rate? — We have never exceeded 
it. The improvement rate for 1876 was 11c?. in the 
pound. 

35. So that you have increased it Id. this year? — 
Yes. We tried it at lid., but that rate was found to 
be insufficient ; we could not meet our expenditure 
with it. 

36. How much did the rate produce that year ? — 
£692 0s. 6d., including the sewerage rate. 

37. But I mean the improvement rate ? — That rate 
produced £630 16s. Id. 

38. At what time is that rate struck 1 — The rate is 
made in March. 

39. Y our financial year ends the 1 3th of May? — Yes. 

40. I find by the last account audited by Mr. Simms, 
the auditor, that there remained at the time of the 
audit a sum of £600 0s. 9d. uncollected ? — Yes. 

41. Of course the time for collection between the 
months of March and May is very short? — The 
whole rate uncollected for the year amounted to £72 
17s. 6id. 

42. "At what time ? — Up to the end of the year, 
prior to the striking of the rate for this year. 

43. When does your year end ? — The year audited 
by the Government auditor ends on the 13th May, 


Mr. William 
John l’iiul. 
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Mr. William 
John Paul. 


but you can see from the time the rate is struck it 
would be impossible to have all the rates collected. 

44. Up to the 31st December, 1S76, of the rate 
struck in March, 1876, there was only £72 odd uncol- 
lected ? — Yes ; £72 uncollected, and £44 of that arose 
from a mill in town being closed, the proprietors being 
in liquidation, and we could not recover the money at 
the time. 

45. Has it been recovered since 1 — The matter is 
not finally settled yet. 

46. I find in the abstract of the audited accounts here 
a return of rates uncollectable to the amount of £14 
Os. 1 Id. ? — Yes. These were remitted, owing to the 
houses being unoccupied, and some other causes. 
Sometimes the person from whom the rates were re- 
coverable was dead, or had passed away out of the 
town, and of course in such cases they were not col- 
lected. 

47. By whom is it decided that rates have become 
uncollectable and are to be wiped off ? — By the Town 
Commissioners. 

48. Do you mean by the Town Commissioners at a 
public meeting? — Yes, at the meeting in public. 
Every case is gone through by the committee in the 
first instance, and the different names reported to the 
board, and then a motion declaring the rates to be 
uncollectable is made, and the matter discussed and 
decided. 

49. With respect to the receipts of the Town Com- 
missioners, I shall not trouble you with going through 
the details. I only want your explanation about one 
or two matters. The Commissioners charge themselves 
in respect of the town hall, assembly rooms, and 
public offices with £39 16s. How is this sum made 
up? — These are the receipts for the letting of the 
assembly room and of this room as court-house. We 
get £10 a year for this court-house, which is used as 
a petty sessions court. 

50. Will you explain to me how the item under the 
head of “ shambles ” is received, and how it is made up. 
The account is debited with £128 6s. 3 cl. under this 
head ? — That money is received for the letting of the 
sheds and stalls, and for the profits of the weighing in 
connexion with the shambles. 

51. Are the shambles a public market? — They are. 

52. Are they the property of the Commissioners? — 
Yes ; they are. 

53. Is there any toll charged or chargeable as such 
in these markets ? — There is nothing charged in this 
market but for weighing ; it is merely charged to 
cover the expenses. 

54. Is it only a meat market, or a market for the 
sale of any other produce ? — Butter and eggs and hides 
are sold in it. 

55. What is the item of £80 8s. 5 d. under the head 
of cranes? — It is for weighing the pork and grass 
seed, and grain. With the grain it has comparatively 
little to do, because the merchants weigh it them- 
selves at their offices or stores. 

56. What is that item of £235 Os. 9cl., under the 
head of county contracts? — We contract with the 
county for the flagging of the streets, and in some 
cases for the repair of the streets, and we pay one-half 
of the amount necessary for carrying out the contract. 

57. Does this sum of £235 Os. 9d. represent the 
amount you received from the Grand Jury for one 
year ? — Yes ; that represents the amount for one year. 

58. What is the item of £200 represented as a loan 
from the Belfast Bank ? — .That was for the fire-engine. 

59. What do you mean by “for the fire-engine” ? — 
We bought a new fire-engine, and we are paying off 
the cost of it by instalments of five per cent, annually 
and five per cent, interest. Before borrowing it we 
applied for liberty from the Local Government Board 
to enable ns to do so. 

60. What security did you give for the loan ? — We 
gave the rate of the town as security ; it is being paid 
off at £20 a year, and five per cent, interest. We 
have paid off £20. 

61. On looking over the expenditure side of your 
account, I see that the items charged in it are those 


ordinaiily necessary in a town like this. There is not 
any that I wish to make particular inquiry about with 
the exception of one or two, to which I shall now call 
your attention. I see £11 18s. charged as interest on 
loan, what is that ? — That is interest on the town hall 
loan. 

62. When was that loan contracted ? — In August 

1856. ’ 

63. What was the original amount of the loan ? 

£400 ; ten debentures of £40 each. That is one of 
our loans. 

64. How much of it is now due? — £240. We pay 
five per cent, interest on it. 

65. Does that sum include interest and instalments? 
— It includes everything. 

66. If yon look again to the audited account, you 

will see “ £13 7 s. 8d. interest on loan.” What is it? 

On the shambles we owe £280 which was borrowed 
in 1859, at the time the shambles were purchased. 

67. What was the original amount of that loan ? 

£280 ; it still exists. 

68. Has none of the principal been paid off yet ? 

Ho ; none of it is paid off yet. 

69. At what rate of interest was it borrowed ? — At 
five per cent. 

70. Do you see in the account two items : interest 
on sewage loan and on fire-engine loan, which amount 
to £9 19s. 2 d . ; what are those loans ? — In the year 
1 860 we borrowed £500 on debentures for the sewer- 
age, and of that sum we now owe £100. 

71. And you borrowed £200 for the fire-engine? — 
Yes ; and of that sum £20 has been paid. It was 
paid since 1S76. 

72. On the sewerage loan, which you say was £500, 
there is now only £100 due ? — Yes. 

73. And on the mortgage on shambles £280 is due? 


74. And on the fire-engine loan from the bank, 
£180?— -Yes. 


75. Will you just look to the items of the receipts 
on the receipt side of the account passed by Mr. 
Collot the auditor? — Yes. 

7 6. Can you, from your own knowledge,' say whether 
the different items on the receipt side of that accoimt 
comprise all the receipts of the Town Commissioners 
as such for the year ending 15th May, 1876 ? — They 
do. 

77; Do the items of expenditure mentioned on the 
other side of the account represent to your knowledge 
all the expenditure made by the Town Commissioners 
as- such during the same year? — Yes, they do. 

78. I •will just ask you to give me again the details 
of your capital debts ?— On the town hall loan £240 at 
five percent, is now due. 

79. And on the loan for sewers from James Calvert? 
—£100 on it 

80. And how much on the loan for the shambles ? — 
£280 to Dr. Bredon. It is subject to five per cent, 
interest. 

81. And how much to the Belfast Bank on the 
fire-engine loan? — £180 is now due on it. 

82. What is the total amount of your capital debts 
at present ? — £800. 

83. The result of your account for the year ending 
13th May, 1876, is a balance to your credit of 
£83 16s. Id. ? — Yes. 

84. Will you let me see your bank-book? — Yes. 
(Hands in bank-book.) 

85. The balance in the hands of the treasurer on 
the 13th May, 1876, was £83 16s. 7d.1—Yes. 

86. There was a small sum mentioned here to your 
credit — a sum due by the former elerk, of £7 — has 
that been realized ? — Yes. 

87. What is the item of £20 mentioned here under 
the head of “ Present clerk does it mean money in 
the. hands of the present clerk ? — Yes ; it means ad- 
vances for the present month — advances for paying 
the scavengers, and so on. All our payments are 
made by cheque on the Belfast Bank. 

88. Do the county Armagh Grand J ury levy county 
cess all through this town ?— They do. 
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89. Wliat was the rate for the year 187 6 ? — Is. 9 d. 
in the pound. It amounted to £1,328 Is. 6 d. 

90. And yon received from the Grand Jury pre- 
sentments for that year the sum of £235 Os. ild. ? — 
Yes. 

91. Now will you tell uie what officers the Town 
Commissioners employ : in the first place, the Belfast 
Banking Company are the treasurer? — Yes; the 
Belfast Bank are the treasurer. We employ a town 
clerk. 

92. At what salary? — £60 a year. A town con- 
stable at £40 a year, and clothing, which costs 
£10 8s. Gd., and a courtkeeper at £17 a year, with 
apartments. 

93. Are the apartments in this building? — Yes ; 
then there are market officials, the weiglr-master, and 
so on. There is a weigh-bridge clerk (who has charge 
of the shambles as well), at a salary of £39 a year. 

94. Are there any other people employed?— There 
is a grain master who is paid 4s. 6tZ. .a day. 

95. Is he employed during the whole year? — He 
is employed two days in the week at certain seasons 
of the year, and one day in the week at other times. 
Then we have another clerk who is also paid 4s. Gd. 
per day when employed. 

96. Another clerk at the market ? — Yes ; there is 
also the pork trier, at 4s. Gd. per day on market days. 
Then we have three weightnren at the butter sheds 
who are paid 3s. per day each. 

97. According to the time they are employed? — 
Yes; and we have four porters at 2s. Gd. per day, and 
one at 2s. per day, when employed. The scavenging 
is done by the Commissioners, who employ men for 
that purpose. After deducting the amount received 
for manure sold, the scavenging costs about £115 a 
year. You will find it under the head of “ cleansing ” 
in that account. The amount produced for the year 
by the sale of manure, was £28 12s. 1(W. 

98. There is an item on the expenditure side of your 
account which I forgot to ask you about. You will 
see £414 16s. Id. under the head of county contracts, 
will you tell me what that is ? — That is our expendi- 
ture. It is just the amount we expended for the year 
on those county contracts. We do not always receive 
the money at the time the expenditure is made. 

99. These are the contracts for flagging the town ? 
— Yes ; and for the repairs of streets passing through 
the town. 

100. How many people are employed as scavengers 
by the Town Commissioners ? — Six men, who are under 
the control of the town constable and are employed 
constantly. 

101. Are they employed annually ?— ' They are paid 
by the week, but they are employed the ivhole year 
round. 

102. At how much per week? — At 10s. per week. 
They are occasionally' employed overtime — on market 
nights for instance, and they are then paid additional. 
Our market is held on Saturdays, unfortunately in some 
respects, and some attention has to be paid to the 
streets in order to make them passable on Sunday. 

103. Are the streets here after the fairs on Saturdays 
cleaned up on Saturday night? — Not the whole of the 
streets of course — the crossings and the approaches 
to the places of worship are swept, and at the begin- 
ning of the week the general cleansing is attended to. 

104. Do the Municipal Commissioners employ any 
other people besides those you have already mentioned ? 
— No. 

105. Do the Commissioners, as the urban sanitary 
authority, employ a sanitary staff? — Yes. 

106. By whom are the rates collected here ?; — The 
Commissioners employ a collector. 

107. You did not mention him before ? — Well, he 
is paid by the Commissioners. 

108. By a per-centage, I suppose ? — Yes ; a per-cent- 
age of 4 \d. in the pound — 4 \d. in the pound on the 
amount of rates collected. 

109. Does he collect all the rates ? — He does. 

110. Does he collect the receipts from the markets ? 
-No. 


111. By whom are they received? — By the town Pobtadovn. 

clerk. Mar ch 8, 1 877. 

112. Does the collector of rates give security with Mr willinm 

sureties? — He does. John Paul. 

113. In what amount ? — £200 ; two sureties, a 
joint and several bond for £200. 

114. Does Mr. Simms when he is auditing the 
accounts require to have that bond produced before 
him ? — No ; he did not ask for it. 

115. Is the collector bound to lodge his receipts in 
the Belfast Bank ? — Yes. 

116. At any specified intervals ? — Regularly as it is 
collected. 

. 117. Is the town clerk bound to lodge his receipts 
in the Belfast Bank ? — He is bound to lodge them 
monthly. 

118. Does the town clerk give seciuity? — He does. 

119. How much? — £300. 

120. With sureties? — Two sureties. 

121. Are the sureties for these officer’s living? — 

They are. 

122. Now will you give me the names of your sani- 
tary staff? — Dr. Stewart, the consulting sanitary 
officer, at a salary of £10 a year ; R. M'Clatchey, the 
executive sanitary officer, at a salary of £10 a year ; 
and the town constable, as sub sanitary officer, at a 
salary of £10 a year. Of course Dr. Stewart is sani- 
tary officer to the Board of Guardians as well. 

123. In fact he is both sanitary officer and consulting 
sanitary officer ? — Yes ; I should say that the accounts 
are all checked and examined by the town clerk and 
submitted to the finance committee who check them 
also, and recommend them for payment to the Com- 
missioners, and the Board of Commissioners either 
adopt or reject their recommendation at their monthly 
meeting. 

124. Are the cheques signed by three Commissioners 
and the town clerk ?— Yes ; and all paid by the 
Belfast Bank our treasurer. 

125. Are the streets through the towu kept in 
repair by the Grand Jury of the county ? — They are 
kept in repair at the expense of the Grand Jury. 

126. Do you mean all the streets in the town — 
large and small ?— Yes. 

127. Do you. say that the flagging of the town is 
done by the Town Commissioners ? — It is ; but we 
receive one-half of the expense from the Grand J ury. 

128. Is the scavenging of the streets done entirely . 
by the Commissioners? — It is done entirely by the 
Commission ere out of the rates. It was formerly done 
by a scavenger, to whom it was let yearly by contract, 
but the Commissioners found this plan was not satis- 
factory, and they then adopted the present course. 

1 29. How is the town lighted ? — By gas. 

130. At whose expense ? Wliat gas company is 
there in the town? — A joint stock gas company, and 
the Commissioners’ contract with them for the supply 
of gas for the town ; 110 lamps are supplied at the rate 
of 32s. per lamp, which amounts to £176. The light- 
ing and extinguishing amounts to £22 10s., and these 
sums make the total cost of lighting the town £198 10s. 

131. That is for the year ending May, 1876 ? — Yes ; 
it is from 15 th September to 15th April. 

132. I find here by the last report passed by the 
auditor that the cost of lighting for the year 1874— 1 5 
was £220 15s. ?— Yes; that was for the previous 
year. 

1 33. Was there any change made in the price of the 

waa? Yes ; it was reduced, because the price of coal 

was reduced. 

134. Are these lamps, for which you pay £1 12s. 
each, lighted all the year 1 — No ; they are lighted from 
the 15th September to 15th April. 

1 35. Have you auy body of watchmen in the town ? 

—We have not. 

136. Do you pay for night watching by the constabu- 
lary ? No ; we have two stations of constabulary in 

the town, one on the east side of the river, and one on 
this side. 

137. Are you able to speak as to the state of the 
drainage or sewerage of tins town ? — Yes. 
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138. Are there main sewers through the public 
streets? — There are. 

139. Are they through all the streets? — We have 
at present made an application to the Local Govern- 
ment Board for a loan to be applied for the purpose of 
carrying out additional sewerage, which is required. 

1 40. Who is the officer of the municipal Commis- 
sioners having the care or superintendence of thesewers? 
— The town clerk ; he is surveyor as well as town clerk. 
We have maps of the whole districts, with the sewerage 
constructed, which we can show you. The maps were 
made by an engineer. 

141. When were they made? — About two years 
ago. We paid .£47 10s. for the maps. You will see 
the item on the expenditure side of the account for the 
year 1876. (Hands in the map.) The amount of the 
loan for which we applied to the Local Government 
Board for the construction of new sewers was .£700. 

142. I infer from what you say that the existing 
drainage is not sufficient for the requirements of the 
town ? — It is not at present. 

143. Are the houses in the streets where there are 
main sewers at present connected with them by means 
of connecting drains? — They are. 

144. Have the Commissioner's had occasion at any 
time to order the execution of work of that kind? — 
They have had to do so occasionally. 

145. By whom are they informed of the necessity 
for such work being done? Was it by the sanitary 
officers or the town constable? — Both by the town 
clerk and the sanitary officers. We receive sug- 
gestions from the sanitary officers if they consider 
there is a nuisance requiring abatement. 

146. And do the Town Commissioners require 
people whose houses are within 100 feet of the main 
sewer to make connecting drains ? — -They do. 

147. Do you find that the requirements of tire Com- 
missioner's in this respect are complied with ? — Gener- 
ally they are. Sometimes we have had a little diffi- 
culty in getting them to make connecting drains with 
the main sewers, but latterly we have had less diffi- 
culty than formerly. Under the Local Government 
Board we have less diffioulty in getting the law 
earned out. 

14S. Do you ever find it necessary to serve notices 
or cause notices to be served upon the people with 
respect to matters reported to you by the sanitary 
officer ? — We do. 

149. Do you find it necessary, or have you at any 
time found it necessary to institute proceedings before 
the magistrates ? — In some instances we have found it 
necessary to do so. This is the form used under the 
Sanitary Act for summoning the people in such cases. 
(Hands in form of Summons). 

150. Is thei'e any minute-book kept by the Com- 
missioners containing a record of the proceedings 
under the Sanitary Act? — Yes. 

151. Does that book show what 01x161*5 were made 
by the Commissioners on the reports which they 
received from the sanitary officers ? — Yes ; the book 
is kept regularly. 

152. Can you let me see it ? — Yes. (Hands in book.) 

153. Notice, I suppose, is given by the sub-sanitary 
officer to the sanitary officer, and he makes a report 
to the Commissioners ? — Yes. 

154. And then is it the duty of the executive 

sanitary officer to oarry out whatever orders the Com- 
missioners make in relation to the subject-matter of 
the report? — Precisely. (Hands in the Sanitary 

Officers’ Report Book). 

155. To whom are these reports made? — To the Town 
Commissioners at their montlily meeting. The Commis- 
sioners’ orders on the reports are entered in that book. 

156. This also gives the action taken on the notice 
by the owner or occupier of the premises, as the case 
may be ? — Yes. If it was not complied with the fact 
would be stated, and then we would issue a summons 
against the parties responsible. 

157. Is there a complete record kept of the reports 
made by the sanitary officer to the Commissioners, 
and also of the action taken by the Commissioners on 


such reports?— 1 There is. You will find it all in that 
book. 

158. Did the Commissioners of this town do aDV of 
this sanitary work under the provisions of the Act of 

1854, before the passing of the other Act? Yes • so 

far as they could. 

159. Do you mean so far as they had powers under 
the Act of 1S54 ? — So far as they could manage under 
the Act. It was very difficult sometimes. They were 
sometimes required to expend 30s. or £2, and could 
not recover the amount in less than two years, and of 
course you can now recover it at once. 

160. Do the Commissioners here find it necessary 
to exercise the power they have of compelling people 
to make privies and water-closets ? — Yes ; in some 
cases they do. 

161. Are the houses in the town fairly provided 
with such accommodation ? — They are being provided • 
a great many are already provided ; the great bulk of 
the houses are provided. We have had some difficulty 
with some of the poorer class of houses, but latterly 
the people are carrying out the views of the Com- 
missioners in this respect. We were obliged in some 
cases to put the law in motion, and it has had a good 
effect. 

162. Are there houses in the town which are abso- 
lutely and entirely in want of such accommodation? — 
There are, but they are very few in number, and we 
are now seeing that the law is put in force with re- 
spect to them. 

163. Are the Town Commissioners doing then- best 
to bring about a proper sanitary state of tlnngs in the 
town? — Yes ; they are doing all in their power. I 
may say with reference to the subject of drainage, that 
we are subject to one great difficulty, which arises 
from the periodical flooding of the river. 

164. Do you refer to the river Bann? — Yes; the 
sewers which discharge into the river are sealed at 
those periods of flooding, and of course that interferes 
with the sanitary operations. 

165. Would not that state of things exist by reason 
of, or be caused by very full water in the river, 
without there being actual floods ? — No ; not at all. It 
arises entirely from the floods. There would at all 
times be a perfect discharge if we had no floods. The 
sewers are made under the expectation held out to us 
by the Drainage Commissioners at the time of their 
making improvements in Lough Neagh, that we would 
be protected from these floods, and if they had carried 
out then agreement with reference to that, we would 
now be able to work our sewers without any difficulty. 

166. Has the flooding to which you refer been 
rendered more frequent by reason of the improvements 
at Lough Neagh? — Not by the improvements at 
Lough Neagh, but by the improved drainage of the 
country. The improved drainage caused the water to 
rush into the river more rapidly than fonnei-ly. It 
used to require two or three months to enable it to 
make its way into the river, and the quantity of 
water coming in at the same time was not so great 
as it is now. The improvements made at Lough 
Neagh were based on the then delivery of water, 
which at that time sent only about one-third of the 
water into the river at once that it does now. 

167. Is it contemplated by the Commissioners that 
any part of the money they now propose to borrow 
shall be applied towards remedying this state of 
things ? — With reference to one part, the work they 
ai-e now doing, will accomplish that purpose, but there 
are other parts — outlying parts of the town — where it 
■would be impossible to accomplish it. 

168. How, then, is it proposed todrain these low-lying 
parts of the town? — We cannot drain them any better 
than they are being drained at present. 

169. Is the river Bann the only available outlet for 
the drainage ? — It is. 

17(j. Have you got any public water supply in this 
town?— We have only got pumps ; we have no high 
pressure supply. 

171. How many pumps are there ? — There are 
eighteen pumps. 
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172. Are they kept in repair by the Commissioners ? 

y es ; they are kept in repair by contract. You 

v. ill find an item of £ -15 5s. 4 d. charged under that 
head, which includes the cost of sinking a well, putting 
up a new pump, as well as for keeping the pumps in 
order. 

173. What is the contract by which they are kept 
in order ? — £34 4s. yearly ; it is a three years’ con- 
tract, 

174. Is the contract found to be fulfilled satisfac- 
torily ? — Yes ; we have control of the contractor who 
does' the work. We have an agreement that he is to 
carry out the works satisfactorily, and we see that he 
does so. 

175. What course is taken if they were not attended 

to? Complaint- is made to the Commissioners, and some 

of the officers are ordered to go and examine into it, 
and the Commissioner’s get the work done, and charge 
the cost of doing it. 

176. Do these pumps constitute the only supply of 
water for the town 1 — Yes, except the Bonn, the water 
from which is used for some purposes. There are a 
good many private pumps in the town. 

177. Do you consider the present supply of water 
to be sufficient? — Yes. 

178. Have you ever- had the water from these pumps 
analyzed ? — Not the water from all of the pumps. In 
one case of foul water we had it analyzed. 

179. By whom was the analysis made? — By Dr. 
Hodges of Belfast. 

180. What was the result of it? Did he say the 
water was unfit for use ? — There was one well into 
which ofiensive water had leaked, but that was cor- 
rected. 

1 S 1 . Cs that the only case that occurred ? — Y es ; the 
only one. 

182. Have the Commissioners in contemplation the 
getting of a public high-pressure water supply ? — Not 
just now ; at present we cannot see our way to do so. 
1 should say that although there is an analyst for the 
county, strange to say, water is one of the things he 
is not bound to analyze, unless he is paid for it ex- 
pressly. 

183. The county analyst? — Yes; it appears to be 
lather an anomaly. 

184. I suppose he is appointed only tor analyzing 
articles of food ? — Exactly ; but water being so impor- 
tant an article of consumption it seems strange that it 
should be omitted. 

185. Who is the county analyst ? — Dr. Whitla of 
Monaghan. 

180. Are the people here in the habit of keeping 
pigs or other animals in their houses ? — No ; we would 
not permit that to be done. 

187. Have you had any occasion to interfere for 
the purpose of preventing it? — I never knew of an 
instance. 

188. I suppose if such a case were brought before 
the Commissioners they would take steps at once? — 
At once ; it would not be tolerated for a moment. 

189. You mentioned one of the officers of the Com- 
missioners called the town constable ; what are his 
duties ? — His duties are to see after the streets ; to see 
that no breaches of the law, such as causing obstruc- 
tions of the thoroughfares take place. He also super- 
intends the scavenging, serves notices for the Commis- 
sioners, and also on parties who are required by the 
Commissioners to do any work in the town. He also 
sees that the footpaths are swept regularly every 
morning. 

190. Are the footpaths swept by 'the inhabitants ? — 
Yes ; the people are required to sweep them before 
eight o’clock in the morning. 

191. I suppose if they neglect to do so there is a 
summons issued against them ? — Yes, if they continue 
to neglect it after remonstrance. 

192. Do you enforce the rules with regard to com- 
mon lodging-houses here ? — We have just adopted by- 
laws for that purpose. 

193. Is there any registry for lodging-houses here? 


— There is now a registry for this year. It was in Portadows. 
abeyance for some time, but we have introduced it March s, 1877 . 

a S aiu - , . , , Mr. William 

194. And whose duty will it be to see that these j„h n Paul, 
things are carried out? — It will be the duty of the 

town constable. 

195. Have these rules and regulations been actually 
published, or are you only about to publish them?-— 

They were published, but fell into disuse some years 
ago, and we are just introducing them again now. 

The rules were submitted to the Commissioners and 
passed, and ordered to be carried out. (Hands in copy 
of the rules and regulations for lodging-houses, the 
notices to be served on the lodging-house keepers, and 
of the application for licenses.) 

196. Are there public slaughter-houses in this town ? 

— There are no public slaughter-houses. 

197. Thex-e are private slaughter-houses — are they 
inspected ? — Yes, regularly. 

198. And properly cleaned out? — They are. 

199. And not allowed to become a public nuisance ? 

— No, they are not. 

200. Nor injurious to health ? — No. 

201. Do the Commissioners present an annual 
report of the state of affairs of the town to the rate- 
payers ? — They do. 

202. Is this the i-epox-t for the year ending May, 

1S76?— Yes. 

203. I find by this report that their liabilities, in 
eluding the amount of capital debt, for that year are 
represented at £1,031 5s. G d. 1 — Yes. 

204. And their assets, including the amount of un- 
collected rates and the value of the shambles and of 
this town hall, at £3,678 3s. 10</. ? — Yes. 

205. What is the balance to the credit of the Com- 
inissioners in the hands of the treasurer? — About £65 
to the credit of the Commissioners up to the 1st March, 

1877. We have no cheques outstanding 

206. And of course the rate is coming in now? — 

Yes ; not one penny of the rate has been collected yet 
or lodged. 

207. There could not be, T suppose? — No ; tlie col- 
lector has not got his warrant yet ; it has not been 
signed yet. ' I just wish to make tke following state- 
ment : — The gi-ain sold in the market here, including 
wheat and oats, amounts to 12,000 tons annually. 

Potatoes vary in quantity according to the state of 
the crop for the season, but the delivery of potatoes for 
the last five months would be about 1,700 tons. The 
quantity of hay and straw sold would be about 25,000 
tons, the number of pigs (dead pork) 10,964, and of 
grass seed 1,030 tons. Breadstuffs received and de- 
livered by the railway company for the year amount 
to 45,000 tons, the weight of coal by river and canal 
9,500 tons, breadstuffs by canal 3,000 tons, and 2,000 
tons of general produce. We have a monthly fail-, 
and the' number of cattle sent from this town by rail 
rl nving the year was 4,000, besides those sent by road. 

That 4,000 would be all for export. We expect that 
when the provisions for our markets, which we have 
now in progress, are completed, the facilities will he 
such as to increase the business of our markets very 
considerably. 

208. I suppose you wish to make the markets re- 
munerative? — Our object is rather to accommodate 
the dealers and sellers, and so induce them to come to 
the market. Our object is not to make money by the 
markets, but to render them self-supporting. 

209. You mentioned something about a fire-brigade. 

You have no paid fire-brigade here ? — No. 

210. I see you have a fire-engine? — Yes. 

211.. How is it worked 1— There are twelve persons 
who form a volunteer fire-brigade. They employ hands 
at a fire to pump the water. Any expense that is 
incurred is paid out of the rates, and of course what- 
ever money is recovered from the insurance companies 
is put to the credit of the account. 

212. Does not a similar arrangement exists in Lur- 
gan ? — Yes ; it is just the same. 
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I’OItTADOWN. 
March 8, 1877. 

Mr. Averell 
Shillington, 


Mr. Averell &hillixgton. j.p.. examined. 


213. Mr. Lawless. — You, I believe, have been 
Chairman of the Town Commissioners of Portadown ? 
— Yes ; I was succeeded by Mr. Paul. 

214. Have you been a long time a member of the 
body of Commissioners 1 — Not long. I was a member 
a good many years ago, but of late I have not been 
until within this last few years. 

215. In relation to what matter in particular do 
you wish to make a statement ? — "With regard to the 
county rates. Tt is the opinion of the Town Commis- 
sioners that the county rates, with the exception of 
the county- at-large charges, should be under the control 
of the Commissioner's. 

216. You mean of course the county rites levied 
in the town only? — Yes ; the rates levied within the 
municipal boundary — within the limits of the town. 
Private contractors interfere with the keeping of the 
streets in good order. 

217. By private contractors you mean contractors 
under the Grand Jury ? — Yes ; under the Grand Jury. 

218. I presume what you wish to express is this : 
that it is the opinion of the Commissioners whom you 
now represent, that the entire care and control of the 


streets of Portadown should be vested in them and 
that they should have powers enabling them to do all ' 
the required works, and the town relieved from the 
levy r of county cess ? — Yes. 

219. You thiuk such powers would be better placed 
in the hands of the Town Commissioners than that 

they should be left in the hands of the Grand Jury 1 

Yes; we are only anxious to have control of the 
roads and streets within the town". Private con- 
tractors taking contract from the Grand Jury do not 
perform the work satisfactorily'. The town pays 
comity rates to the amount of £1,328 Is. 6 cl., which 
is very much in excess of the county money that is 
laid out on the town. 

220. The town paid £1,093 Os. 9 d. last year more 
than it received 1 — Yes. 

221. The county rate amounted to £1,328 Is. 6d.,and 
of that £235 Os. 9tZ. was given back for that year?— Yes. 

222. I understand that the only matter with re- 
ference to which the town receives a contribution from 
the county out of the county cess is for the flagging of 
the streets, and the keeping up the roads in the town, 
and the sidings ? — That is so. 


Dr. William Stewart examined. 


223. Mr. Lawless. — Are you the sanitary officer 
of Portadown? — Yes. 

224. And I understand that you are also the con- 
sulting sanitary officer 1 — Yes. 

225. Is there a sub-sanitary officer who makes re- 
ports about nuisances to you, and an executive sanitary 
officer who puts into force the orders made by the 
Town Commissioners on your reports ? — Yes. 

226. The executive sanitary' officer is the town 
clerk ? — Yes. 

227. Have you an extensive knowledge of the affairs 
of the town? — Yes ; I am the dispensary officer, and 
I have a pretty accurate kuowledge of them. 

228. Is the town, generally speaking, in a good 
sanitary state? — Well, the greater part of it is, but 
there is a good deal of the suburbs of the town that is 
not in a good sanitary state. 

229. Whatr, in y'our opinion, is required to be done, 
in order to bring those parts into a proper sanitary 
state ? — A good many houses several years ago were 
built without back doors, aud without the necessary 
accommodation as regai-ds privies and ashpits, but 
something is now being done to remedy that. 

230. Is it being done by the orders of the Town 
Commissioners ? — It is. 

231. Do they make orders for the erection of the 
necessaiy accommodation in those places ? — They do ; 
but there seems to be very great difficulty in getting 
them carried out. The owners of property try to 
evade it as much as possible. They make temporary 
shifts which are not at all satisfactory, and which of 
course after a few years become totally useless. The 
Commissioners’ instructions would be satisfactory 
enough if they were earned out, but the people do not 
seem willing to do so. I saw a case of the sort the 
other day. The Commissioners ordered some persous 
to erect privies and ashpits, and they put up a kind 
of wooden affair which will he a great nuisance. In 
fact the place will he worse than it was before. 

232. Is it not the duty of the sub-sanitary officer to 
report this to you ? — It is. 

233. And you then report to the Commissioners ?— 
Yes; I report to the Commissioners. (Hands in form 
of notice for the abatement of nuisances.) 

234. Is it upon account of the expense that the 
owners of property do not like to carry out these 
works ?— Partly owing to that and partly, I think, 
because they seem to believe it is not necessary. 
When pressure is brought to bear ou them to cause 
them to do it they do that sort of thing to which I 
have referred in a great many cases. Many of the 
workmen’s houses in the town have no back doors, and 
it is hard to do anything with them. 


235. Wliat becomes of the refuse from their houses? 
— In some instances it is thrown out on the streets, 
and the nuisance in the houses is also thrown out. I 
see that frequently when I am on my rounds through 
the houses. Unless thex-e is some means taken to 
make hack doors, I do not see what dan be done. In 
many cases they have no access to the rere of the 
houses at all. 

236. Have you ever fouud any difficulty in getting 
the necessary steps taken to provide privy accommo- 
dation or anything of that kind with regai-d to houses 
that were owned by members of the body of commis- 
sioners ? — No ; as a rule the Commissioners attend to 
that sort of thing. 

237. In the case of their own property ? — Yes. The 
property I refer to now belongs to persons outside the 
town. The owner of the property I refer to lives at 
Lisburn or near it. 

238. But the place itself is within the town ? — Quite 
true, but he resides outside the town. 

239. Mi - . Paul. — We have just taken proceedings 
against him. 

240. Dr. Stewart. — I never saw anything so ridi- 
culous as the condition of the place is. 

241. Mr. Lawless (to Witness). — Do you find, Dr. 
Stewai-t, that your imports are attended to and are 
acted upon by the Town Commissioners ? — Well, 
latterly they are. Some time ago there was some want 
of attention on the part of the Commissioners, but 
latterly the reports have been attended to. I do not 
think, however, the neglect was perhaps to be attri- 
buted to the Town Commissioners. I think they had 
a very inefficient town clerk at the time, and that he 
did not bring the reports before them as he should 
have done. I think the Commissioners themselves 
would be willing to act if the cases ivere brought 
properly before them. 

242. Have you had in the discharge of your duty 
to report any places on more occasions than one. Sup- 
pose you reported a nuisance did you find it still un- 
abated notwithstanding your report ? — Yes ; I have 
had that to do frequently. In fact a large number of 
houses that I reported were not attended to, and I had 
to report them again, but, as I said, the town clerk 
was not discharging his duty well enough, and did not 
bring the matter before the Commissionei's. The 
Commissioners are now willing to do what they cau. 

243. Mr. Paul. — There was, besides, one property 
in Chancei'y which we foixnd it almost impossible to 
manage, and it was one of the worst places we had to 
deal with. They wex-e a very low class of houses and 
we w.ould not know where to get our money back 
from if we- expended it on them. 
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244. Mr. Lawless (to Witness). — Is it your duty to the last fifteen or sixteen years I have been able to portadom'*. 

visit and examine the public lodging-houses? — No; trace the outbreak of smallpox to that cause alone. March 8, larr. 
uot unless the accommodation of the house is not what 251. Mr. Paul.— -We have no outbreak at present. Dr william 

it ought to be — or unless it is not kept clean. Witness. — No. Stewart. 

245. Do you know the general character of the 252. Mr. Lawless (to Witness). — Do they return 

lod"in< r -houses? — I do. here when they are unable to work any longer in 

246. Are they, in your opinion, properly kept ? — England ? — They do. 

I am afraid that some of them are not. Latterly I 253. Is there much contagious disease in this town ? 

think there has been some defect in the licensing of — Not just now. We are pretty free from it at pre- 

them. I think that is not attended to. The police sent, though we had an epidemic of fever here lately, 
have complained to me that they have found it diffi- 254. In the case of the houses inhabited by labourers 
cult to deal with them or to know who kept lodgers and others, in which you say there is no access to the 

ou account of their not having a notice over the sign- reres, I suppose the defect could not be remedied with- 

board. out the acquisition of more ground ? — In many cases 

247. How many are there in the town? — I could there is ground enough, but in many others the houses 

not say what number there are. Perhaps the town clerk are built facing the county road, and the people li ving 
could. in twelve or thirteen of them have to go through the 

24S. Town Clerk. — There are about forty. one passage. Many houses that I know could have 

249. Witness. — I think it is a most important accommodation if they opened back doors in them, 
matter that the lodging-houses should be properly Some places of course have nowhere to erect privies 
licensed and properly looked after. A good many or ashpits. 

tramps of apparently suspicious character pass through 255. Do you find now that your suggestions or 
the town, and the police authorities ought to be able directions in sanitary matters are fairly attended to ? — 
to have a watch over them. The Commissioners at present are most active, and are 

250. Do you find that disease is generated by these willing to attend to anything that is brought beforethem. 

lodging-houses ? — No ; not exactly by the lodging- 256. Mr. Paul. — I think the bulk of the houses 

houses. I think that disease is mostly brought by without back premises are those in Fox-lane, and are 
Labourers from England and Scotland, who go to those the houses which I referred to as being at present in 
countries for employment, and who, when they are the Court of Chancery. 

attacked by sickness, come home to be nursed. For 257. Witness. — There are many others besides. 

Mr. John Eccles examined. Mr. John 

258. Mr. Lawless. — Y on wish to make some state- Should be a member of the body of Town Commis- cces ‘ 
ment? — Yes. The gas company in this town are paid sioners, unless, as I said, that the Commissioners for 
one-third, or nearly one-third, of the town rates for the time being should be the owners of the gasworks, 
lighting the streets ; and it appeal's to me that such Some dissatisfaction exists here (though not to any 
being the case, the Town Commissioner’s (I only make great extent) on account of several of the Town Com- 

tliis suggestion) should be the owners of the gasworks missioners being directors of, or large shareholders in, 
for the time being, in order to prevent any improper the gasworks. Where there is a largo amount of the 
influence being exercised with regard to the terns of rates paid to the gas company, and where each member 
lighting. In many towns the Commissioners are the of that company is personally or equally interested in 
owners of the gasworks, and in those places there is it with his brother shareholders, it would be more 
much more satisfaction felt than here. In my opinion satisfactory that no Town Commissioner should be a 
it would be better that no director or shareholder in director or shareholder in it. 
the gas company which supplies the public lighting 

Mr. William John Gos examined. Mr. William 

259. Mr. Lawless. — D o you, sir, desire to make any time they can advocate their own interest, and they 
statement? — I do ; I wish to say that when the ques- have done so in my presence. 

tion of public lighting comes before the Board of 261. Mr. Paul. — I happen to be a shareholder in 
Commissioners, those Conimissioners who are share- the gas company, and I am sorry to say that our divi- 
holders in the gas company could not, by the Act of dend has been extremely low. W e have been supply- 
Parliament, vote or interfere in any way in connexion ing the town with gas at first cost or below it. On ho 
with it. I think it right to make that explanation. occasion has any Town Commissioner made use of 

260. Mr. Eccles. — I know that the Act of Parlia- any influence with respect to the contract for the 
ment does not allow them to vote, but at the same supply of gas for the town. 

Mr. Anthony Gowdy examined. Mr. Anthony 

262. Mr. Lawless. — D o you wish to make any pany took part in the discussion. I do not say that they Gowd J- 
statement with reference to this matter ? — On several voted on the question, but they entered into the dis- 
occasions I have been present at the Commissioners’ mission very warmly on behalf of the gas company 
meetings when the subject of the contract for gas was which I thought myself was very improper. 

brought up and several shareholders in the gas com- 

Mr. John Johnston examined. Mr. John 

263. Mr. Lawless. — W hat do you wish to say, Mr. tion of the Commissioners? — Yes, I have ; and got al- JoLnston - 
Johnston ? — I wish to say, with regard to the inter- terations made several times. 

ference of the Commissioners on behalf of the gas com- 265. The remedy for that would be to make it illegal 
pany that I have had a little experience of it, and I for members of the municipal body to supply goods to 
must say that I have seldom or never been satisfied the municipal body ? — I think that is the law at present, 
with the way in which this business was conducted. 266. To what case can you call our attention ? — I 
They always charged a high price for the gas, and I will ask any of the Commissioners “ was there a con- 
know that for many years the gasworks paid remark- tract given to a member of their body for making a 
ably well. Lately it has not paid so well. I have scavenging cart?” — Mr. Paul. — I never heard of it. 
also to complain that members of the municipal body Of course there was a cart ordered. There was an 
sometimes supply goods for which they are paid by the order given to a Commissioner to make a cart. There 
municipal body. W as no price mentioned for it. He was merely told to 

264. Have you ever brought this before the atten- make it as cheap as he could. 
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DUNDALK— March 9, 1877. 

(Before Mr. Commissioner Lawless, q.c.) 


Mr. Edward Ferrar examined. 


1. Mr. Lawless. — Are yon tlie town clerk of Dun- 
dalk l— Yes. 

2. Under what Act are the Town Commissioners of 
Dundalk appointed? — The 17th and 18th Vic., cap. 
103, the Towns Improvement Act of 1854. 

3. When was that Act adopted here? — In the follow- 
ing year — 1855 ; it was adopted early in 1855. 

4. How many Town Commissioners are there? — 
We have eighteen Commissioners. 

5. Is that the number originally appointed ? — It is 
the number originally appointed under the Towns Im- 
provement Act. I am not aware exactly what the 
number was under the previous Act. 

6. Before 1855 by what Act was this town regu- 
lated? — The 9th Geo. IV., cap. 82. 

7. Is the town divided into wards ? — Yes ; it is 
divided into four wards. 

8. Will you give me the names of the wards? — 
Seatown ward, which is the largest in point of valua- 
tion, Middle ward, and the North and South wards — 
four altogether. 

9. Can you give me the valuation of each of these 
four wards? — The valuation in 1876 was, Seatown 
ward, £7,794 10s. ; Middle ward, £6,119 15s., North 
ward, £3,010 15s., and South ward, £2,876 15s. — 
total, £19,801 15s. 

10. Is that the entire valuation of all the property 
wit hin the municipal limits ? — It is. 

11. Can you give me the number of municipal 
voters ? — Yes, Seatown ward, 299, which of course in- 
cludes rated occupiers and lessors of property. 

12. Yes, I include all those? — 299 was in the last 
published list for the municipal elections; Middle ward, 
306 voters ; North ward, 188, and South ward, 177 — 
making a total of 970 persons entitled to vote at muni- 
cipal elections. 

13. How many Commissioners are returned by each 
of those wards ? — Seatown ward returns six members, 
Middle ward six, North wai-d three, and South ward 
three each — eighteen altogether. 

14. Are there now eighteen members of the muni- 
cipal body ; is there any vacancy at present ? — There 
are actually only sixteen at present. One gentleman 
was disqualified for non-attendance under the Act, six 
months having elapsed without his signing his declara- 
tion. The other Commissioner is only recently ap- 
pointed — in fact at the hist meeting of the Board, and 
therefore he could not sign his declaration; he was 
appointed in the place of a gentleman who died. 

15. Can you give me the population of the town ; by 
the last return it was 11,327? — I was not furnished with 
the Census returns, and I never got an order to procure 
the county Louth census from the Government office. 

16. Will you tell me what officers are employed by 
the Town Commissioners here I — First, myself, the 
town clerk. 

17. How long have you been acting as town clerk? 
— I was appointed in 1864. 

18. At what salary ? — My present salary is £65 as 
town clerk, and I have £16 5s. under the Sanitary Act, 
and then the town hall is in the hands of trustees, who 
are of course trustees for the ratepayers, and I derive 
£22 a year from that department. 

19. What other officers are there ? — The town 
surveyor — surveyor under the Act of Parliament. 

20. How much is he paid ? — A salary from the 
general fund of £30 a year. Then we have an inspec- 
tor of nuisances, who is also sub-sanitary officer under 
the Towns Improvement Act. He has a salary of one 
guinea a week, and as sub-sanitary officer he has as 
nearly as possible one quarter of that amount — 
£13 12s. 6d. a year. 

21. Doiyou employ any other officers r — We have a 
rate collector. 


22. Is he paid by a salary, or by a per-centage ?— 
By a per-centage of 6d. in the pound on the amount 
collected. 

23. Does he collect all the rates levied by the Com- 
missioners ? — Yes. 

24. Who is your treasurer ? — The Belfast Banking 
Company’s branch. 

25. Do the Commissioners employ a staff of scaven- 
gers? — The fact is, we have only two in our perma- 
nent service. These are regularly employed and 
also a man with a home and cart to remove the rubbish 
from the lanes and other places. 

26. What officers do the Commissioners as the 
urban sanitary authority employ as sanitary officers? 
— I am the executive sanitary officer. 

27. Is there a sanitary officer ? — Yes ; the medical 
sanitary officer is Dr. Browne. 

2S. Is there only one sanitary officer or are them 
two ? — There is only one medical officer. 

29. Do the Commissioners pay him any salary ? — 
They pay him as consulting sanitary officer ; but not 
as sanitary officer. 

30. How much is he paid as consulting sanitary 
officer? — We pay him £10 a year. 

31. He is also the dispensary doctor? — Yes; the 
dispensary doctor of the district. 

32. Are there people employed as sub-sanitarv. 
officers? — The inspector of nuisances is also sub- 
sanitary officer. 

33. You have only one sub-sanitary officer? — Only 
one. 

34. He is paid £13 12s. 6 d. a year? — Yes. 

35. And then the executive sanitary officer? — 1 am 
he— the executive sanitary officer ; I have £16 15s. a 
year as executive sanitary officer. 

36. Have you got a copy of one of the accounts last 
passed by Mr. Collot, the auditor in December, 1876? 
— Yes. 

37. Can you let me see it?- — Certainly. (Hands in 
copy of accounts.) 

38. Have the Town Commissioners of Dundalk any 
property? — No ; with the exception of the town hall, 
which is vested in trustees. 

39. Have they no property except that town hall?— 
Except that, there is no property. 

40. Do they receive any rents of any kind from any 
property ? — No ; except from the town hall. No rents 
whatever. 

41. Do you receive any market tolls or dues ? — No ; 
we have none. 

42. Nor fair tolls? — No ; we have none. 

43. Have the Town Commissioners anything to do 
with the management of the port and harbour of Dun- 
dalk?— No. 

44. Is there not a distinct body called the Harbour 
Board ? — Certainly there is. 

45. Do the Town Commissioners derive any tolls or 
dues from the port or harbour at all? — No ; they do 
not. We have nothing of that sorb. The tolls do not 
come in to us. 

46. Do you know under what Act of Parliament 
the Harbour Commissioners are constituted? — It is a 
special Act for Dundalk, as I understand. 

47. Do the Town Commissioners levy any rates ? — 
Yes. 

48. What rates do they levy ? — They levy a general 
rate — a rate for general purposes, of Is. in the pound. 

49. Was that the rate for last year? — Yes ; and it 
has been the rate for several years. 

50. What was the gross amount of that rate last 
year ? — The amount collected on foot of all the rates 
last year was £1,117 2s. 9 d. 

51. What was the amount of the assessment and 
mentioned in the warrant for collection ? — The warrant 
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bears 'date the 28th February. 1S77, and the amount 
of the general improvement rate of Is. in the pound, 
mentioned in that war-rant for collection is .£899 
17s. 3i l. 

52. When was that rate struck ? — The warrant 
bears date the 2Sth February, 1877. 

53. Then it is only in course of collection now ? — 
Yes ; about .£120 or so of it is now lodged. 

54. What other rate do the Commissioners levy 7 — 
A mortgage rate of 3 d. in the pound. 

55. What was the amount of it? — £224 19s. id. 

5G. Under what statute or authority was that luort- 

«age rate levied ? — The Towns Improvement Act, mul 
the Acts incorporated with it. 

57. Under what section of it? — The G9th section 
of the Towns Improvement Act. 

58. When was that rate levied ? — A rate of 4 d. in 
the pound for that purpose was levied in the autumn 
of 1865. 

59. For what particular purpose was it levied ? — 
To pay off the principal and interest of the debt upon 
the Town Hall, which was purchased by the Commis- 
sioners and vested in trustees. 

CO. Has it been levied every year since 18G5 ? — Yes ; 
it has been levied every year. 

61. Not at the rate of 4d. in the pound? — No ; not 
at a uniform rate. 

G2. What was the amount of principal and interest 
that that rate was required to payoff? — .£4,000 was 
the principal ; the interest fluctuated. What I mean 
Ls the rate of bank overchai-ge on over-drawn accounts, 
which was never less than five per cent., and it was 
seldom it did not exceed five. 

63. You got £4,000 at bank rate ? — Yes. 

G4. You say that money was raised for the pur- 
chase of the town hall here? — Yes; for the purchase 
of the town hall. 

65. When was it obtained? — The money was 
obtained in the early part of the year 18G5. 

6G. By whom was it obtained ? — It was obtained at 
the request of the Town Commissioners. 

G7. Was it obtained by the Board of Commissioners 
as a body, or by some individuals of it? — It was 
obtained by the Board as a body. 

68. Do you know how the £4,000 was applied ? — 
Yes ; the buildings were in the hands of a company 
under the name of “The Dundalk Exchange and 
Markets Company (Limited)." They were the owners 
of the building, and they contracted with the Town 
Commissioners for their sale for public purposes for 
the sum of £4,000. 

69. In whom are the buildings now vested ; are 
they vested in the Town Commissioners ? — No ; they 
are vested in three trustees. 

70. What are their names? — E. H. Macai-dle, 
William Hobson, and Robert Haig. 

71. Do you know upon what trust these buildings 
are vested in these gentlemen ? — The immediate trust 
was to apply the revenue of the buildings, so far as 
they would go, in discharge of the principal and 
interest due to the bank. 

72. Is there any instrument with i-eference to this ? 
— There is a deed. 

73. Is it in the possession of the Commissioners? — 
It is in the possession of the Commissioners’ solicitor, 
or the trustees’ solicitor. 

74. Who is he? — Mi-. Terence O’Reilly, Dublin; 
he has an office in Dublin. 

75. Are these buildings now called the Exchange 
Buildings? — Yes; and the town hall. These are 
names for the same place. 

76. Are the buildings used for public purposes? — 
Yes. 

77. Is there any rent paid for them? — We pay no 
rent The trustees pay no rent 

78. How much of that sum of £4,000 (if any) has 
been paid off? — I think just the half, £2,000 is still 
due, and the interest is fully paid up to the last half- 
year. 

79. Has it been paid off by means of sinking fond 
or by payment of principal and interest ? — No we just 


pay the bank the proceeds of our moxtgage irate as Dundalk. 
long as we owe anything to them, and we never formed March 9, 1S7T. 
a sinking fluid, we just lodge the money. ’ ~ 

SO. The £4,000 was reduced to £2,000 by the }£ r r ftr 
application of the mortgage rate from time to time? — 

Yes, and of course the revenue from the building as 
well. 

81. Has the legality of that mortgage rate of 3d. in 
the pound ever been questioned here? — Yes; the 
gentlemen on the outskirts of the town — what might 
be called the rural district of Dundalk — felt they were 
aggrieved by being compelled to pay that rate, and also 
by being obliged to pay the general rate of Is. in the 
pound, inasmuch as the main pipes of the gas works 
were not brought up within a moderate distance of 
their dwellings. They were reluctant to pay these 
rates, and we took proceedings against them at quarter 
sessions. 

82. Did the Commissioners take proceedings for the 
recovery of the mortgage rate as well as the general 
rate? — Yes. 

S3. And what was the result? — The result was that 
the processes for both rates were dismissed. 

84. Was the case heard before the assistant banister ? 

— Yes. 

85. When? — The case was before the assistant 
barrister, I should say in about 1872 or 1873. The 
grounds upon which the process for our mortgage rate 
was dismissed was because the rates were consolidated. 

Yon will perceive that there is a library rate which is 
under a distinct Act of Parliament from the Towns 
Improvement Act. We amalgamated our mortgage 
rate, library rate, and general rate in one rate of ls. id. in 
the pound instead of making three rates. This book 
(handing in book) will show it. The ls. id. is to all 
intents and purposes made up of three distinct rates. 

The assistant barrister beld that the consolidation of 
these various rates spoiled them all — that being bad 
iu part they were wholly bad. Those were the grounds 
of dismissal. 

86. Has there been any objection made lately to 
the legality of the mortgage rate? — Yes ; there have 
been some parties who refused to pay it,- but we have 
taken proceedings against them. The committee recom- 
mended proceedings to he taken; the matter went 
before the board and the decision was that the parties 
sliouldgetanotlier chance to pay the rateandthecollector 
was ordered to call on them again. Some of those 
who had refused to pay it said they would pay wheii 
he called upon them but there certainly are some who 
still refuse to pay. 

87. Do they object to pay on the ground of the 69th 
section of the Act of 1854 having been repealed? — I 
question if those parties knew whether that section 
was repealed or not. 

88. I see by the accounts here that you levy another 
rate ? — Yes ; a library rate. 

89. How much is it? — One penny in the pound. 

90. Under what authority do you levy that rate? — 

Under the authority of the 18 & 19 Vic., chap. 40, 
an Act for further promoting the establishment of 
public libraries and museums in Ireland, our power 
of rating is Id. in the pound. 

91. What was the amount of that rate in the last 
warrant? — It was exactly one-third of the amount of 
the mortgage rate — that is £74 19s. id. 

92. At what time of the year do the Commissioners 
strike then- rates ? — The rate was struck in October, 
but the warrant was signed in February. 

93. Will you just look to the receipt side of your 
last account, audited by Mr. Collot ? Do the different 
items of receipt mentioned there -under the head of 
“ Ordinary Town Account," viz. — the rates, Govern- 
ment allowance in lieu of rates, sanitary allowance, 
licenses, fines from the borough court, incidentals, &c., 
comprise the entire receipt of the Municipal Commis- 
sioners as such for the year? — Yes. 

94. There is an item of £36 mentioned as received 
from the Harbour Board for lighting the quay lamps. 

Do they pay the Town Commissionci-s for the lighting. 
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Dundalk. of those lamps '! — They pay .£3 per lamp for lighting 

March 9, 1S77. lamps which are in the vicinity of the quays. 

M ~ — 95. Now, look at the disbursement side of the ac- 

Perrar. War count. Do you see the first item of expenditure on 
that side, “ General repairs, £164 2s. ;” what is that 
sum expended for ? — It is expended on the pathways 
throughout the town. 

96. The next item is £7S 4s. 5 <?. for cleansing and 
watering ; what is it ? — For cleansing in the lanes and 
along dead walls, and for removing the rubbish — 
carting it away. Two scavengers are employed for 
tliat purpose. 

97. Is that the entire amount expended by the town 
for the year for scavenging purposes ? — Yes ; and of 
course it includes the cost of watering the streets in 
the summer time. 

98. Watering the public streets ? — Yes ; they are 
watered by means of two watering carts that we have. 

99. Can you tell the amount expended for watering 
the streets in the summer? — No ; I could not well 
say how much. Cleansing and watering are included 
in one head for years past. I suppose it would be 
about £20. 

100. At all events, that £78 4s. 5 cl. is all you have 
expended under that head ? — Yes. 

101. I see a charge of £578 10s. ad. for lighting ? — 
That sum represents considerably more than the con- 
tract for the year. 

102. Can you tell me what it does represent ? — 
There w:is an arrear of £193 14s. lie?, due to the gas 
company from the previous year. 

103. By whom is the town lighted ? — By the Dun- 
dalk Gas Company (Limited). 

104. Of course at the expense of the Town Com- 
missioners out of the rates ? — Yes, out of the rates. 

105. What is the last contract that was made for 
lighting the town ? — (Witness hands in contract with 
the gas company.) 

106. The Town Commissioners here are not, as I 
understand, the owners of the gasworks ? — No, they 
are not. 

107. I see by this document that the contract is 
with the Dundalk Gas Company (Limited) to light 
the town lamps from the 15th August to the 17th 
May in the following year, upon the terms that they 
are to he lit forty-five minutes after sunset, and ex- 
tinguished forty-five minutes before sunrise, except on 
moon-lighted nights ; and the charge is £2 12s. GtZ. 
per lamp, which includes cleaning and lighting and 
extinguishing ? — Y es. 

108. I see tins is only an annual contract? — Yes, 
that is all. 

109. At whose expense are the lamps repaired ? — At 
the expense of the Town Commissioners. 

110. Because I do not see anything about it in the 
contract ? — No, it is not mentioned there. 

111. How many public lamps are there in the 
town? — 138 at the commencement of the existing con- 
tract, but there were three or four put up since it was 

. entered into. That contract represents 138 lamps. 

112. £2 12s. 6(1. per lamp for that number of lamps 
would not amount to £578 10s. 5c?.? — No. 

113. Then how is it there is so much charged in the 
account? — You will find in the balance sheet for 1875 
amongst the liabilities an accumulation of arrears 
amounting to £193 odd, which was paid within the 
last financial year, which is included in the amount 
charged to this year. 

114. £193 14s. 11c?.? — Yes; and then, of course, 
the cost of repairs, which would be something about 
£20, is also included in it. It would be about £20 for 
painting, glazing, and repairs. 

115. I see that your next item of expenditure is 
£182 Is. 2d. under the head of salaries ? — Yes. 

11®.. I observe that for the last three years there is 
a slight variation in tile amount paid as salaries ? — 
Yes, so I see. The surveyor got an increase from 
£20 a year to £30, hut I cannot explain the remaining 
difference. 

117. Isee£49 11s. 1 cZ. charged for “sanitary expenses” 
— what are those ? — They consist mostly of salaries. 


118. Does that £49 Us. le?. comprise the amount 

paid as salaries under the Sanitary Act? Yes the 

full salaries ; hut from that gross sum the allowance 
from the Local Government Board must be taken to 
find the amount paid by the Town Commissioners 
That £49 11s. Id. represents the full salaries paid to 
the different officials. There were my own salaiy as 
executive sanitary officer £16 5s., the inspector’s 
£13 12s. 6c?., and the consul ting sanitary officer’s £10. 
These amount to £39 17s. 6c?. of that £49 11s. \d. ■ 
the balance — £10 — was expended for other sanitary 
purposes. 

119. £10 is charged in the account for pump re- 
pairs. Are those public pumps ? — Yes. 

120. Are there many public pumps? — There are 
twenty. 

121. Is there a public water supply — a supply by 
means of high pressure ? — No, there is not. 

122. Do you see the next item of expenditure under 
the head of “ mortgage rate as follows.” The amount 
is £223 2s. 9c?., and you make it up in this way— 
“ Amount collected, £210 2s. 3c?., and Government 
allowance in lieu of rates £13 0s. 6c?.” What is that 
last item for ? — The Government allowance is appor- 
tioned in that way ; it goes to pay off the debt on the 
town hall. I furnish the Treasury department with an 
account of the manner in which we apply our 1 rates, 
and they make the allowance in the same way. 

123. Will you tell me what that next item of 
expenditure — £7 4 7s. Id. — under thehead of free library 
committee is? — £70 0s. 9c?. is the actual rate which 
was collected by the collector on account of the free 
library rate, and £4 6s. 10c?. is the sixth part of what 
we got from the Government in lieu of rates. 

124. How is that £74 7s. 7c?. applied? — It is paid 
over to the treasurer of the free library committee. 

125. Where does that payment appeal’ in your 
accounts ? — I hand it to the treasurer, and get his 
receipt for it, and charge the amount paid, and I am 
done with it then. I have at the same time the 
audited account of the committee. 

126. Yes, I see it is passed by the auditor?— I 
have the audited account of the committee as furnished 
to the hoard. 

127. Is that money applied to defraying the expense 
of keeping up the library? — Yes; for paying the 
salaries and buying books. 

128. Is that library free to the public ? — No. A 
nominal payment of 4s. 4c?. per annum is charged. 
Those who choose to take advantage of it at tliat rate 
can do so. 

129. Is that free library in the Exchange Build- 
ings ? — Yes ; in the Exchange Buildings. 

130. Will you look to the “Exchange Buildings 
account” in the abstract of accounts. I see they 
commenced with a balance in their favour of £151 
0s. 5c?. ? — Yes. 

131. Their first item of receipt is £223 2s. 9c?., the 
amount transferred by the Town Commissioners from 
the ordinary town account to this account ? — Yes. 

132. The next item of receipts is “ Rents, £160 10s.” 
Will you tell me what rents are those ? — First, the 
rent of a hall for one year ending 1st May, 1876, from 
the Harbour Commissioners, £10. 

133. Is that for an office in the Exchange Build- 
ings ? — Yes ; the Harbour- Commissioners make use of 
our public room to hold their meetings once every 
fortnight, and inasmuch as the concern is in debt they 
pay us £10 a year. 

134. Is that an annual letting ? — Yes. 

135. Are all the lettings annual lettings ? — Yes. 

136. I see that some small portions of the rents are 
struck off as irrecoverable ? — Some of those items are 
a good while irrecoverable now. 

137. Does that Exchange Buildings account repre- 
sent on the one side the entire receipts with respect to 
the Exchange Buildings 1 — Yes ; it represents it fully 
on the receipt sida 

138. Will you look to the first item on the dis- 
bursements side of that account. I want some expla- 
nation from you about that item. It says — “ Amount 
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of debentures Nos. 20 and 21, paid 25th March, 1870, 
.£200 and then there follows an item of £110 for 
interest on debentures. Were those debentures any 
portion of the £4,000? — Those debentures are col- 
lateral with the date of the borrowing of that £4,000, 
and these are the actual documents relating to them 
(handing in documents). Those are the actual deben- 
tures paid off in March last. 

139. I see this debenture, dated 24th March, 1865, 
is issued for £100, in favour of the directors of the 
Belfast Bank ? — Quite so. 

140. Were all the debentures issued at that time 
issued to those directors ? — Yes, and these were sub- 
sequently taken up by private individuals. This is 
the assignment of the directors of the Belfast Bank 
to the assignee (hands in assignment). 

141. Did the payment of these debentures go in 
part liquidation of that debt of £4,000? — Yes. 

142. Was the charge for interest on debentures, 
which follows that item of £200, interest paid on 
debentures being paid off or debentures due? — The 
entire debentures due, of course. 

143. I see a disbursement, £15 13s. 5 d, under the 
head of “ newsroom ” ? — Yes. 

144. Is it a public newsroom — open to the. public ? 

Yes, at a charge of £1 5s. per annum for town 

members, and 12s. 6d. for country member's. 

145. Is the item of £115 12s. Id., which appears 
on the receipt side of this account made up of sub- 
scriptions to this newsroom? — Yes, and the proceeds 
of sales of newspapers and so on. 

146. In this Exchange Buildings account there 
appears to he a balance in favour of the trustees of 
£176 19s. lid. ? — Yes. 

147. The auditor says, “ Balance in favour of the 
Town Commissioners, its per bank book £242 Is., 
after deducting the amount of an unpaid cheque, 
£200.” There was an unpaid cheque outstanding at 
the time ? — Yes, and there is still. 

148. A cheque not presented yet? — Yes. 

149. With respect to the collection of tire rents, 
is it the duty of the collector to collect them? — 
Yes. 

150. Is he required to lodge the amount of his 
collection in the Bank? — Yes ; certainly lie is. 

151. Is there any minute or by-law with reference 
to his lodgments ? How often is he required to lodge ? 
— I think our minute says fortnightly. 

152. Does he, as a matter of fact, lodge fortnightly ? 
— I think that at the commencement of the collection 
he lodges more frequently. 

153. Have you got the bank book here? — Yes 
(hands in the bank book). The first lodgment was 
on the 1st March, and he seems to have gone on 
pretty rapidly since that date. 

154. Does the collector give security? — Yes, his 
bond for £400. 

155. Are there sureties in that bond? — Yes ; it is 
a joint and several bond of £400. 

156. Are the sureties living? — As I understand 
they are both living. 

157. Does Mr. Collot, the auditor, require that 
bond to be produced before him ? — I think I never 
produced it to him, but he is satisfied that it is a 
proper legal document, which in fact it is. 

158. With respect to the annual collection of the 
rates ; what means have the Commissioners of 
knowing the amount of rates outstanding and un- 
collected ? Is it the duty of the collector to bring the 
state of the collection before the Commissioners, or 
before any committee of that body? — As a matter of fact 
the Commissioners do not insist upon that being done, 
the collector is furnished with a hook for the purpose 
of making the collection. It is exactly the same as 
the poor-law system of collection. He is furnished 
with a little abstract book in which all the receipts 
are put down, and there is a summary at the end of 
the book which would show the state of his collection 
at the end of any week. 

_ 159. Is that hook ever submitted to the Commis- 
sioners or to any committee ? — There is a committee 


appointed at the close of eacli collection for the pur- Dundalk. 
pose of separating bad and doubtful rates from those March 9, 187T. 
that, from some circumstance, have not been got in, 3Jr EiIwju J 
but may be good. Fermi. 

160. Is that onlj r once a year? — Only once a year, 
when the committee sit for that purpose. The col- 
lector is ordered to submit his hook at the meeting of 
the Board every week during the progress of his 
collection. 

161. He has further to submit his collection-book 
at every meeting of the Boai-d? — Yes ; while his col- 
lection is proceeding, winch is only about one-tlxircl of 
the whole year. In point of fact, the order requires 
him to finish the collection in three months. 

162. Does lie submit his collection book to the Com- 
missioners at every meeting ? — Well, it is brought up, 
but really the Commissioners do not require its pro- 
duction particularly. It is available whenever it is 
called for. I have also directions from the Board to 
compare the blocks of his receipts with the entries in 
his collection-hook, which I do regularly while his 
collection is proceeding, on convenient days. Gener- 
ally I do it once every fortnight, or may be every 
three weeks sometimes, and my initials are placed 
opposite the sums which I have checked off, between 
bis block and the collection-hook ; so that that to some 
extent satisfies the Board. 

103. This account was audited by Mr. Collot on 
the 27 th December? — Yes; the report is dated the 
27tli December. 

164. And I find the arrears of rates are returned 
there as £118 2s. 7 d. ? — Yes ; we struck off since then, 
in the month of December, £23 15s. 5 d. 

165. That amount was struck off iuthe month of 
December? — Yes ; here is the minute — 

“ 12tli December. — Ordered tlmt XS Is. hi. be struck off on 
account of current year, and £15 14s. -M. mi account of arrears.” 

166. That £23 15*'. 5 d. cannot he part of the £11S 
2s. Id. ? — You will observe that the accounts are made 
up to June, and he only balanced the transactions up 
to June. Anything accruing in June would go into 
the ensuing year. 

167. Are they struck off at the full meeting of the 
Commissioners ? — Yes ; upon the report of the com- 
mittee. They are investigated by a special committee 
appointed exclusively for that purpose, and their action 
must he approved of by the Board. 

168. What is the full amount of the debenture debts 
now outstanding ? — £2,000. 

169. Do the Town Commissioners owe any other 
debt? — No, they do not. 

170. Is there any other charge on any other rate? 

—No. 

171. Do any of the other officers of the Commis- 
sioners give security by surety or otherwise ? — L do. 

172. In how much ? — I think it is £200. 

173. Is it by bond? — Yes. 

174. Is that bond in the Commissioners’ office ? — It 
is in the solicitor’s office. I never saw it since the day 
I signed it. 

175. Are there sureties ? — There are two sureties. 

176. Are they living 1 — They are both living. 

177. Is the town in different baronies of the county 
Louth ? — No-; the borough forms part of one barony. 

The warrant for collection of county cess is made up 
according to baronies, and we have to approximate the 
portion of the levy on the borough The levy was Is. Ilf/, 
in the pound on the total valuation of £19,801 15s. for 
the year 1876. 

178. Does Is. lid. represent two levies? — Yes ; the 
two levies for the year. 

179. What was the total amount of the levies 1 — 

About 1,900. 

180. Do the Grand Jury of Louth keep the streets 
of the town in repair ? — Yes. 

181. By their contractors? — Yes; it is their duty 
to do so. Our streets did fall out of contract, and gave 
a good deal of trouble to the Town Board last year, 
hut the county surveyor at the last assizes took up the 
contracts again. 
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Dundalk. 182. Do tlie Grand Jury contribute anything at all 
March s, 1877. towards keeping the flagging in repair 1 — It is a long 
jf r time since we got anything for that purpose. In pre- 

Kerrar. vious years we certainly did. We got a grant of .£52 

for one of the pathways in the town. 

183. Do the Grand Jury keep the pathways in repair 
as well as the streets? — Certainly they do not. Our 


streets are generally paved and not flagged. The barony 
contribution towards the county-at-large expenses for 
the year 1870 was as high as £1,941. For the summer 
half year, £853, and for the spring, £1,088, making a 
total of £1,941. Inasmuch as the valuation of the 
barony is £51,000, the proportion of that county-at- 
large charge, payable by the borough, should be £752 


Mr. John 


Mr. John' Mu 

184. Mr. Lawless. — Are you the town surveyor ? 
— Yes. 

185. How long have you held that office %— For 
about five years. 

186. What are your duties as town surveyor ? — 
Principally to look after the sewers and drainage of 
the town. 

187. Do you mean to superintend the making of 
sewers ? — Yes : and the repairing of defective sewers. 

188. You keep them in repair ? — Yes. 

189. Have you anything to do with keeping the 
streets of the town in repair? — No, not the streets ; 
only the footways. 

190. Is it the duty of the county surveyor to look 
after the streets? — Yes. 

191. Has he charge of the entire streets of the 
town 1 — No ; only those presented for by the Grand 
Jury. The Commissioners take charge of the narrow 
streets and courtways. 

192. Have you done any sewerage work in the 
town recently ? — When it is contemplated to form a 
new street, the first thing I require to be made is 
proper sewerage. That, however, has only occurred 
in one case. 

193. Under what powers do the Town Commis- 
sioners require the people making a new street to 
construct sewers? — Under the Towns Improvement 
Act. 

194. What is the condition of this town as regards 

main sewers and drains ? Is it well sewered ? A 

portion of it has been very well drained some fifteen 
or sixteen years ago, but another portion of it is sadly 
defective, for want of extension of the drainage system. 

195. Have the Commissioners been doing anything 

recently to improve the system of main drainage ? 

Not with regard to the main drainage ; but an appli- 
cation was made some two years ago to the Grand 
Juiy to have the drainage placed on the whole county, 
but it was rejected. 

196. When was that application made ? — About two 
years ago. It is a matter of very great importance to 
have it extended. 

197. Who brought the matter before the Grand 
Jury? — The Town Commissioners. 

198. What was the object of the application ? Was 
it to extend the system of sewerage at the expense of 
the county generally.?— Yes ; its extension to the hos- 
pital was much required. The proposed extension to 
the gaol and hospital would embrace a very important 
district of the town, and one where it is badly needed. 
The district I refer to is up Dublin-street, where the 
houses have six or nine inches of water in them when 
the high floods take place. I made a complaint about 
the state of the drainage in that locality. 

199. Was your complaint made in view of the 
application to the Grand Jury? — Yes. 

. 20 °- Is the hospital you mention the Union hos- 
pital ? — It is the county hospital. 

201 . Do you say that those two establishments, the 
hospital and the county gaol, are at present without a 
proper system of drainage ? — Certainly. The sewage 
from the gaol passes through Lord Roden’s demesne, 
and it is really most offensive all round that neighbour- 
hood.. It is quite open, and there is a National school 
near it, so that. I do not know how the creatures 
manage to bear it. There is nothing but the roadway 
between the school and the county gaol. The sewage 
from the hospital first passes over into Lord Roden’s 
demesne, within a few yards of the school, and empties 
into what I would call a cesspool. 


kray examined. 

202. Is this place within the municipal limits ? 
Yes, it is. 

203. Does that sewer, as it at present exists, con- 
stitute a nuisance ? — Y es. The sewerage is suffi dent so 
tar as it is made. It is quite perfect till it enters 
Lord Roden’s demesne. 

204. Where does the sewage go after it enters Lord 
Roden’s demesne? — Into the open ditch, and after- 
wards I think into a small lake in the demesne. It is 
a great nuisance. 

205. You mentioned some other place in Dublin- 
street 1 — Yes ; when the river rises the whole of the 
tenements in Dublin-street are completely flooded. W e 
have no means of preventing it. We keep the bed of 
the river cleaned, hut it is of no use. 

206. Where does the river discharge into? Into 

the sea. The sanitary officer can speak more fully 
about this matter than I can. 

207. Did the County Grand Jury base their refusal 
of your application on the fact that the Town Commis- 
sioners were the urban sanitary authority , and ought 
to do the work under the Sanitary Act ? — No ; the 
county surveyor said that the upper portion of the 
comity was against expending any money for the 
benefit of the town of Dundalk. 

20S. Do you know whether the houses in the town 
are, generally speaking, connected with the main drains 
where such exist ? — Where there are main drains the 
people in most cases take advantage of them at once, 
and make sewers from their houses into the mara 
drains. 

209. Have the inhabitants of houses been required 
by the Commissioners to do this ? — We always gave 
them notice to do so. 

218. From your statement it would appeal' that 
there must he many streets in which no such con- 
nexions can be made? — Yes. 

211. Have you any means of having such main 
drams as there are in the town flushed ? — Yes. 

212. How do you do it ; you have no public water 
supply? — We have the river. We can at all times 
turn the water of that river into the .town sewers. 

21 3. Is that ever done? — Frequently in summer; and 
during high tides in the winter the tide comes up a 
considerable way in the sewers. 

214. As I understand there is one main sewer? — 
Yes ; there are old existing sewers, and we try to do 
with them the best way we can. I should also state 
that in the main streets the main drainage is pretty 
good, because all the houses on the west side of that 
street discharge their sewage into Lord Roden’s de- 
mesne, and there is a very good d rain there. 

215. What sewerage is available for the other side 
of the street ? — There is a very old sewer. 

216. With respect to those sewers which you say 
are available for Clanbrassil-street — is there any 
means of flushing or cleansing them ? — No, there is not. 

217. Are you acting under the Towd Commissioners 
as sanitary authority? — I assist, of course. I should 
say I am the sanitary surveyor. When the sanitary 
officer recommends that I should visit and inspect a 
place of which complaint has been made it is my duty 
to do so. 

218. Do the Commissioners exercise any control 
over the erection of new houses ? — Decidedly they do. 
The rule is that the plans must be deposited with the 
Commissioners before commencing to build houses. 

219. And are the plans submitted to you? — The 
plans are submitted to me, and if I find that the con- 
ditions are all complied with I advise the Commis- 
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sioners to pass them. If they are defective in any way 
I advise their rejection. 

^20. What are the conditions generally required by 
the Town Commissioners ? — First of all, that the site 
is suitable for the tenements about to be erected. 

221. Do they require that proper drains should be 
made for the houses when they are being erected ? — 
The plan of the drainage is the first tiling submitted. 

222. Do you require that houses about to be built 
should be provided with proper privy accommodation? 
Yes ; everything of that sort ; ventilators and every- 
thing of that sort. 

223. Is it your duty to see that houses are not built 
until proper means of drainage is provided ? — I insist 
ou that the first thing. 

224. Before whom does your report containing your 
approval or disapproval of any plans go : is it before 
the Commissioners 1 — Yes. 

225. Does it ever happen that your reports are dis- 
approved of or dissented from by the Commissioners ? 
— There was only one case in which that happened ; 
and it was a very trifling matter. I objected to a sort 
of store being turned into tenement houses. 

226. On what grounds did you object to it? — 
Because there was no rere, or any place for the neces- 
sary accommodation. 

227. It was proposed to make the stove into houses ? 
— Into tenements ; the approach was by a gateway, 
and the rere of the adjoining premises was so limited 
(not more than eight feet), that I thought it was not 
suflicient. 

228. When yon sent in your report disapproving of 
that plan (which it appeal's to me you were right in 
doing), your objection was overruled, and the plan 
approved of ? — Something of that sort took place. 

229. To whom did that property belong? — To a 
person named Grant. 

230. Was he a member of the municipal body ? — 
No ; lie was not. 

231. Have you anything to do with seeing after 
the condition of the public pumps? — Yes. 

232. If one of the pumps gets out of repair, whose 
duty is it to report it ? — It is the duty of the nuisance 
inspector. He is bound to report it to the contractor. 

233. What do you mean by the contractor ? — The 
repairing of the pumps is let out by contract. The 
inspector immediately notices the contractor and calls 
on him to have the pump repaired within a certain 
time. If that is not done, the inspector has instruc- 
tions to get it repaired himself, so that the public may 
not be put to any inconvenience. 

234. Do you know whether the Commissioners 
have ever had the water from these public pumps ana- 
lysed? — I believe not. I am aware that sickness 
broke out in the school. 


235. What school? — A school called the Marist 
Fathers’ School ; a very lai’ge establishment. 

236. Was that outbreak of sickness the result of 
the had quality of the water ? — It was attributed to 
the bad quality of the water. 

237. Have you anything to do with the scavenging 
in the town ? — No. That is done by the contractor 
for the streets under the Grand Jury. We make it a 
rule, that all householders must clean before their 
doors. 

238. Is the scavenging done by a contractor ? — Yes ; 
whoever has the contract for repairing of the streets 
does it also. It is part of his contract. 

239. Is watering the streets included in that con- 
tract? — No ; that is done by the Town Commissioners. 

240. Is it well enough done, because I may say 
there appears to me to be very little money expended 
for that purpose ? — I should say it is very well done. 
We have two carts for that purpose. 

241. Are the small streets of the town watered as 
well as the principal streets ? — No ; we confine the 
watering to the principal streets. 

242. Do you know what is done with the sweep- 
ings of the streets — with the manure ? — When our last 
contractor was doing the work the sweepings were 
deposited on the Fair Green, which is a portion of laud 
that was reclaimed from the river. 

243. Is the manure taken from the streets sold by 
the Commissioners or given to the contractor as part 
of his remuneration ? — It is used for the purpose of 
filling up places that require to be filled up. 

244. Are the fairs or markets held in the streets of 
the town liei'e? — Hitherto they have been, but since 
the establishment of tlie Fair Green they have been 
held in that neighbourhood. 

245. When was that Fair Gi'een established ? — Some 
six or seveu years ago. 

246. Is it adjoining the town ? — It is in the town, 
and will be a very suitable place when all the arrange- 
ments are perfected. 

247. Are there any public markets here 1 — None 
except the Market square, where hav aud'eorn are sold.. 

248. Is a public market held in that squai-e ? — Yes ; 
the corn market is generally held at the lower end of' 
the town — at a place called Church-street. 

249. Are markets held in the other streets through 
tlie town? — Yes ; but the corn merchants assemble in 
the Exchange Buildings. 

250. Do I understand you to say that the fairs ai - e 
now held in the streets ? — No. 

251 . The town is not now exposed to that nuisance ? 
—No. 

252. Do you consider that the holding of the markets 
in the Market-square and in the streets constitutes a 
nuisance? — Yes, a very great nuisance. 


Dr. John Browne examined. 


253. Mr. Lawless. — Are you one of the sanitary 
officers in this town ? — Yes, the consulting urban sani- 
tary officer. 

254. Have you a sub-sanitary officer under you ? — 
Yes, one. 

255. He makes reports to you? — Yes, which I in- 
vestigate and report on to the sanitary authority. 

256. How long have you been acting in your present 
capacity? — Since October, 1874. 

257. Do you find in the course of the discharge of 
your duties as sanitary officer that the reports which 
you present to the Commissioners have been properly 
attended to and acted upon ? — Generally speaking they 
have. My book will show you the amount of sanitary 
work done. (Hands in sanitary book.) 

258. I see the entries here begin in 1874? — Yes. 
I think there were about eighty-four reports made 
since then. 

259. You have a book, I suppose, and retain the 
block of it? — Yes. 

260. Is there any other hook kept by you or the 


Commissioners? — Yes, this hook (handing in one), 
which I write out myself. 

261. I find here a report made by you so far back 
as November, 1874, with reference to Eafferty’s-lane, 
off Clanbrassil-street, and your observation is “ that 
the houses in this lane are scarcely fit for human habi- 
tation.” What has been done in consequence of your 
report ? — They were merely cleansed. 

262. Is this place the property of Mi - . Rafferty ? — 
Yes ; I think it propei'ly belongs to Lord Hoden, hut 
Rafferty is the middleman. Nothing has been done 
beyond cleansing the lane, putting the houses in better 
order, and erecting a small privy at the end of the lane. 

263. How many houses are there in Rafferty’s lane 1 
— Seven, I think, occupied. 

264. Are they now fit for human habitation? — I do 
not consider that they are. There is no rere whatever 
to the houses. There is a privy erected at the end of 
the lane, and it is only by having it kept well cleansed 
that the place is in any sort of sanitary condition. 

265. Did you ever on any subsequent occasion 
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Dundalk. report Rafferty’s-lane as being in a bad state? — No; 
March n, 1877. my attention is generally drawn to these places by tlie 
Dr John" sub-sanitary officer. I have spoken of the condition 
Browne. °f tliis place at a meeting of the Commissioners, but I 
have not reported it a second time. 

261. Was any report made to you about it since ? — 
Never since. 

262. Is it kept in a better sanitary condition now ! 
— Yes, a good deal better. There is a very consider- 
able improvement in that respect. 

263. I find a report of yours in January, 187!), re- 
specting a house occupied by a woman named Bridget 
Murphy ? — It has since been repaired and putin order. 

264. One of the complaints about it was that cattle 
were kept in the house ? — Yes. 

265. And you observed that this house was one of 
the most filthy you ever visited 1 — Yes. 

266. Does the practice exist in this town of people 
keeping cattle or pigs in their houses ? — They rarely 
keep them in the houses, but they keep them in the 
yards adjoining the houses. 

267. Does the sub-sanitary officer report such a state 
of things ? — Yes. A good deal has yet to be done with 
reference to this matter, and also with reference to the 
accummulation of manure in the yards. 

268. Your reports, I find, were altogether eighty- 
four in number? — Yes; all but- seventeen of those 
reports were complied with, and since then some others 
have been acted on. Tw'o Commissioners were appoint- 
ed to go over the books with me to see how much work 
was done, and what reports were left unattended to. 

269. And the result of your examination of the 
books was that seventeen of those reports of yours re- 
main still unattended to ? — Yes. 

270. Can you say whether or not the Commissioners 
have since taken steps to deal with those remainin'* 
cases ? — Yes ; in some they have. They brought them 
before tlie court of petty sessions, and have exercised 
their compulsory powers to have the work carried out. 
This winter has been such au extremely wet one that 
very little could be done in the way of sanitary im- 
provements. 

271. Can you say in what condition are the houses 
hi this town as regards domestic accommodation, such 
as privies and water-closets ?— We look after the state 
of that accommodation as much as possible and a great 
improvement has been made since the Sanitary Act 
came into force. The lanes in this town are very nu- 
merous, but we have got a good deal of work done in 
them. We erected two privies in Hill-street and one 
in Wynne’s-lane, and one or two in the lower end of 
the town. Before that time the people were very 
badly in want of accommodation of this sort. 

272. How many of those public privies are there 
altogether ?— There are eight of those public privies 
constructed. 

273. Are they under the care of the sub-sanitary 
officer? — Yes. 

274. He sees that they are cleared out regularly ? 

Yes. 

275. Who does that work?— The men employed 
under the sub-sanitary officer. 

2(6. I presume that in the. different districts iu 
which it was necessary to construct those eight public 
privies, the houses are, generally speaking, without 
any back houses at all ? — Yes. 

277. Have the Commissioners taken steps to cause 
the erection of privies in private houses where there 
are none ? — There has been a great deal done in that 
way too. So far as we could we compelled the people to 
eiuct privies to each of the houses ; but of course that 
has only been partially done in consequence of the de- 
fective drainage of the town, to which Mr. Murphy has 
referred, partieffiariy Dublin-street and Anne-street. . 

- ' 8. Is the defective state of the sewerage .of the 
town the great evil 1— Yes ; it is a very great evil. I 
can refer you to Stapleton-place which for five or six 
weeks was flooded to the depth of four- or five inches. 

1 went into one house there and we had to approach 
■the fire-place on planks. Li Hill-street a large num- 


ber of houses are regularly Hooded. The bridge at the 
upper part of tlie river is too small and would require 
to be enlarged. The Rampart river is a fearful 
nuisance in the winter time, and it is also a nuisance 
in the summer owing to the smell that arises from it 
Dogs and cats and dead animals of every sort are 
thrown into it. The bridge at Hill-street is defective 
in point of size and will not allow tlie water to pass 
through. 1 

279. Do you mean that the out-fall of the liver is 
too small ? — Yes, and it is also imperfect. A portion 
of the water of that river is diverted into our main 
sewers for the purpose of flushing them. 

280. Do you mean at all times, or only at intervals) 
— Sometimes they put a board on the grating to prevent 
the water from coming through. During all lindi tides 
the water rims through our main drainage and cleanses 
it perfectly. Two of our pumps were injured by reason 
of the water getting into them. I got the handles 
taken oft' till the water subsided again. 

281. Was it the water from tlie river? — Yes. 

282. Did you hear the evidence with regard to the 
state of the drainage from the hospital and gaol?— 
Yes ; all that part drains into an open sewer in the 
demesue. In the summer time it gives forth a very 
bad smell. It is quite close to the male and female 
National school. 

2S3. Is that in your o2)inion a nuisance dangerous 
to health ? — I think it certainly must be so. 

284. You were talking about the water percolatin'' 
into two of the pumps. Have you had the water 
analyzed?— Not excejit in the rough way in which I 
could do it myself. I found a good deal of organic 
matter iu some of them. We have no public aualyst 
owing to some misunderstanding between Dr. Cameron 
and the road sessions, who offered him less remunera- 
tion than he would accept. It is very important that 
we should have one. 

28;j. Iu how many of the pumps did you find much 
organic matter ? — Two of them. 

286. Are those the two you mentioned as being 
affected by tlie water from the river? — Yes; one in 
the centre of the street near the barrack, in what is 
called lloden-street. The other is in Hoyle’s-court. 
These two are polluted in the way I have described. 
There is a third one at the entrance to Nicholson-street 
which is situate near a grave-yard. 

287. With regard to the first two ; have they been 
shut up 1 — They are very had. 

285. Do they contain much organic matter? — I 
cannot say that ; there is saline matter. They were 
so had that I applied to the sub-sanitary officer to 
have them shut up. 

289. Are they now closed ? — No ; it was merely at 
the time they were flooded that there was anything 
astray. 

290. Have you ever had occasion to take the handles 
off them more than once ? — Yes ; it has been done on 
several occasions. 

291. You mentioned a third pump 1 — Yes; a pump 
which is in close proximity to a grave-yard. 

292. Is it a public pump? — Yes; and is near the 
Protestant church, tlie Church of Saint Nicholas. 

293. Have you examined its water ? — I have exa- 
mined it partially, aucl I find it abounds in organic 
matter. 

294. Do you consider it to be unfit for human use? 
— I really think it should be closed up. There is an- 
other pump in the same condition opposite the en- 
trance to Linen Hall-street. 

295. Is the water in it also impregnated with or- 
ganic matter? — Yes. Some of tlie pumps are Abyssi- 
nian pumps, and they give very good water. 

296. When were they erected ? — They were erected 
at various times during the past few years. The others 
should be done away with, and the Abyssinian pumps 
made use of. We have no sufficient supply of water 
for fires and other purposes. 

297. Does tlie existing supply ever fail in the 
summer time? — The supply from the Abyssinian 
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punips does not fail, but that from the others does 
sometimes. 

298. Is there any public water supply by gravita- 
tion ? No. There was an effort made once or twice 

to «etit, but it failed to succeed. We could not get 
the water at a less distance from the town than three 
or four miles. Even at that distance it is doubtful if 
the supply would be good in the summer. 

299. Is St. Nicholas’ grave-yard that you men- 
tioned inside the town 1 — Yes ; we have two grave- 
yards in the town. 

' 300. In what condition are they ? — Seatown grave- 
yard is kept in a very bad state.- St. Nicholas’ is the 
other. I think they are both more than full. 

301. Are there any interments made now in that 
Seatown grave-yard ? — No new graves are allowed to 
he made ; but members of old families are allowed to 
he buried in it. 

303. Was there an order from the Privy Council to 
close it? — No; it was merely an order made by the 
Commissioners forbidding any persons to bury there 
who were not connected with the town. 

303. Is it your opinion that it should lie closed up 
altogether 1 — Yes ; decidedly, it is. I think it is time 
all grave-yards in towns should be closed even if they 
are not so full as ours. I speak more particularly of 
our own, and I think they should be closed up. 

304. In your opinion is the condition of these 
grave-yards likely to be injurious to the health of the 
town? — Yes; if there was an outbreak of fever it 
would be unsafe and most injurious to continue to 
bury in them. 

305. Are they properly kept or are any regulations 
made with regard to interments? — No; nothing be- 
yond ordering the grave-digger to make the grave a 
certain depth. 

306. Have you, in the discluu-ge of your duties, 
occasion to visit the lodging-houses in the town? — I 
have never visited them in a sanitary point of view. 

307. Have you ever been required to visit them ? 
— No ; I have not. They have been very well looked 
after by the sub-sanitary officer. He states they are 
all in a very good condition. In any of them I have 
seen I could not say there was anything to com- 
plain of. 

308. It has been stated that the fairs are not held 
in the streets ? — There is only one fair held in tlio 
streets — the fair on the 17th May. They still claim 
the right to hold it on the streets. The others are held 
on the fair-green. It is called the fair-green, but I 
am sorry to say it is not one. It is kept in very 
wretched order, and I should say, as sanitary officer, 
that it should not he allowed to continue in the state 
in which it is at present. Nothing has beeu lately 
done to put it in order, except to cleanse the stuff - that 
is being thrown into it. The fair-green was a piece 
of slob land taken from the river. It has been re- 
claimed by a road running along the seaside, and is 
only partially filled up. I wanted to get some work 
done that would have very much improved the fair- 
green, ancl I brought the matter forward but it was 
put aside, and the matter remains in the same way 
still. It is in an unsanitary state, and I consider it 
a great nuisance. It could be greatly improved by 
the expenditure of about £100 or £150. One of the 
things that heretofore prevented any improvement 
from being effected was that the title to the ground on 
which the fair-green is, is doubtful. The latcLord Roden 
gave it to the Town Commissioners, but there never 
was a lease of it made to the Commissioners, and they 
of course felt some reluctance to spend money on it 
till they were fully satisfied as to their rights. 

309. Have they considered the matter? — I have 
brought it before them a number of times, and I even 
went so far as to offer a certain sum of money for 
carrying out these improvements, provided a sufficient 
sum was raised without applying to the public funds. 
It was not taken up in the spirit in which I thought 
it might he, and there it remains still. 

310. Have yon ever had any occasion to make 


reports on the state of the slaughter-houses I — Yes; Dundalk. 

I should say that there are nine slaughter-houses in Mar ch 9, 1877. 
the town, but we have no public one. An offer was Dr j olul 
made by me to get a slaughter-house, but that was not Browne, 
taken up in the proper spirit. Those who have 
slaughter-houses already were very much opposed to it. 

311. Are those slaughter-houses registered? — Yes; 

1 believe they are. 

312. You say you had occasion to make reports 
abotit the slaughter-houses? — Yes; I reported on two 
of them. There ai - e nine altogether. 

313. I see in this book a report made on the 6th 
J anuary. The complaint was that there was a manure- 
heap kept there; and notice was served to have it 
removed. Now, has the sub-sanitary officer visited 
that slaughter-house since the notice was served, lias 
the nuisance been removed, and have you had occasion 
to report on that one again ? — I had to report it again 
yesterday. 

314. Is it your duty to lay your reports before the 
Commissioners ? — Y es. 

315. There is another report dated March, 1876, 
about a slaughter-house ? — Yes. 

316. Has it been complied with ? — Yes. 

317. The slaughter-houses should be cleaned out 
after every killing. Do you know if that is done hei-e? — 

I t hink not. There is a portion of the town in which 
there are no sewers. 

318. Is that slaughter-house in that portion of the 
town? — Yes. No public sewer readies it at all. 

319. Do you find that contagious disease prevails 
much in Dundalk? — No; very little. I seldom see a 
case of fever. 

320. Have the Town Commissioners any disinfecting 
apparatus? — No ; they simply employ general remedies 
when houses require to bo disinfected. 

321. Is it the duty of the inspector of nuisances, or 
town surveyor, to see that the houses of the poorer 
class of people are kept properly in order? — Yes; it 
is. A great many of tlie houses are badly constructed. 

They have not sufficient drainage, and so on, and with- 
out pulling them down nothing could be done. 

322. Is the water of the Rampart river, which 
you mentioned, polluted with sewage matter ? — Very 
slightly : only at one point, and that is owing to the 
defective state of the drainage of Dublin-street, 

323. Does it receive sewage only at that one point ? 

— Yes, and very little of it there. Only a small por- 
tion of the sewage entered it at that point. 

324. Is the water from the Rampart river used by 
any mill or manufactory ? — It is used by the distillery 
company for the manufacture of whisky, and, of 
course, it is used by some other pai-ties for stearn- 
eugiues. My impression is that the distillery comp;uiy 
claim the right to use it. 

325. It is used by other people for engine purposes 1 
— Yes, it is used by Mr. Kidd’s mills. 

326. Is it at a point above or below the distillery 
that it is used for condensing purposes by Mr. Kidd's 
mills ? — It is above the distillery. 

327. Is it above or below the point at which the 
sewage matter enters it ? — It is below it. 

328. Can you describe the point at which the 
sewage matter enters it 1 — It passes down behind what 
is called Wynne’s-lane, and enters the river through a 
garden there. There is very little sewage goes into it 
It is not so much sewage as the surface water from the 
streets during the time of a rainfall. There are a 
number of houses in Hill-street, the nuisance from 
which must, more or less, enter the river. 

329. Is that above the distillery ? — Yes, it is above 

the distillery. There must be more or less pollution 
there. , 

330. Is the distillery which uses this water inside 
the town or outside ? — It is inside the town. 

331. When this Rampart river enters the town it 
receives some pollution from Hill-street ; then as it 
passes down it is slightly polluted by sewage from 
Tin hi ip-street, and from Stapleton-place, and from the 
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Dundalk, places where you say you erected public privies ? — Yes ; 
march a, 1877. but it does not receive any pollution from the privies. 
Dr John 332. Then it is used by the distillery 'i — Yes ; that 

Browne. is the next. 

333. Then by Mr. Kidd’s mills for condensing pur- 
poses? — Yes, lower down. 

334. Is the water when it is used for condensing 
purposes, turned into the river again l — Yes, between 
Mr. Kidd’s mills and the distillery there is a tannery : 
formerly there used to be two of them, now there is 
only one. 

335. Is the water used by the tannery ? — Yes ; and 
it gets pollution from it. There are two steam mills 
for sawing timber, which also use the water for con- 
densing purposes : they are situated a little lower down 
than the tannery, and above the distillery. 

336. Do the steam saw mills use the water for con- 
densing, and then return it to the river ? — I do not 
think they are condensing; I think they are high 
pressure. 


337. Is- the water froin that river used by any of 
the people for domestic purposes? — Not that I ‘am 
aware of. They may use it for washing potatoes, and 
for washing clothes, but I am not aware that it is’used 
by anyone for drinking purposes. The water is taken 
from the Rampart river for the use of the distillery 
by a drain or pipe, from a place on the river above 
where it receives any pollution from the town, or from 
any mills or manufactories. 

338. Can yon give me any information about the 
bakeries ? — No, not much : they are principally on a 
large scale. Mr. Kidd has one on a large scale ami 
Mr. Kelly has another : there are several others in the 
town. 

339. Do you know if there are any complaints with 
regard to any of them? — No, I have heard of no com- 
plaints. The only one I myself had to complain of 
was a small bakery belonging to a man named Callan 
living in Church-lane. I had to complain of it once or 
twice. 


Mr. Laurence 


Mr. Laurence C 

340. Mr. Lawless. — A re you the inspector of nui- 
sances ? — Yes. 

341. What are your duties in that capacity? — I go 
round the town and visit the back streets and lanes, and 
any cabins in which, knowing the town as well I do, I 
suspect there is an accumulation of manure, or any other 
nuisance. When I find a nuisance existing, I either 
call on the parties to have it removed, or serve notice 
on them to have it done within forty-eight hours. 
These notices are generally attended to. 

342. Do you serve notice on them without waiting 
to get directions from the Commissioners? — When there 
is a great accumulation of filth I do. 

343. What steps do you take if your notice is not 
attended to ? — I then summon the party who is re- 
sponsible for creating the nuisance to the borough court. 

344. Do you mean to the petty sessions ? — No ; to 
the borough court ; there is a borough court held, in 
which the chairman of the Town Commissioners pre- 
sides. 

345. Is it your busiuess to see that whatever nui- 
sauce is complained of has been abated 1 — Certainly. 

346. And do you see it clone ? — I do. The borough 
magistrate generally gives the parties a week to do it, 
and if, at the expiration of that time, there is a repeti- 
tion of the offence, fines, varying from 2s. 6 cl. to .£1 
are imposed. 

347. Do you, on any occasions, make reports to Dr. 
Browne ? — Yes. 

348. Do you make a report to him on every occa- 
sion in which you think it necessary to serve a notice 
on the offending party ? — Yes ; except in trifling cases. 

349. Suppose the people in those cases do not clean 
out the place as they ought to do, do the Commissioners 
take any steps to compel them to do so ? — In every 
instance I bring them before the justices. In all the 
yards which I reported to the doctor, the fli- n.ing.g ft is 
defective. I report to the doctor, ancl he afterwards 
reports to the Commissioners. 

350. Do you mean as regards private yards? — Yes. 

351. There must be a good many houses in t his town 
without domestic accommodation ? — So far as we have 
gone, we found great difficulty in getting things done 
on account of the bad drainage, and it is a matter of 
impossibility to carry out the sanitary laws when proper 
drainage is not provided. 

352. Are the common lodging-houses registered in 
this town ? — They are. 

353. Do you examine them 1 — I do. 

354. How often? — There are only fourteen common 
lodging-houses in the town at .present. The Town 
Commissioner's closed up a great many of them. A 
good many of those that were pulled down belonged to 
Lord Roden. 

355. Now there are only fourteen ? — That is all 

356. Have there been any regulations or by-laws 
published by the Town Commissioners for the control 


'ukran examined. 

of these common lodging-houses? — Yes; when they 
come in to get then - license the town clerk gives them 
a copy of the rules and regulations. 

357. How often do you inspect these lodging-houses ? 
— Sometimes I do it daily, and sometimes, perhaps, 
only once in a month, i generally inspect them on 
market-days. Some of them arc really beyond all 
suspicion. Latterly tramps get a night’s lodg ing in 
the workhouse, and for that reason there are no tramps 
to be found hi the lodging-houses. It is principally 
dealers, and people of that class who stop at the lodging- 
houses now. 

358. Do you find that the regulations of the Town 
Commissioners are attended to, generally speaking, in 
the lodging-houses? — They are. 

359. Is it your duty to report any breach of their 
observance to the sanitary officer, or do you report to 
the Town Commissioners direct? — I report to the 
Commissioners, or else I summon the person who 
keeps the lodging-house ; but I have not had occasion 
to do anytlriug of the kind for a number of years past. 

360. Do you say that these places are now all 
properly kept? — Yes, they are; there are no low 
lodging-houses in the town at present. 

361. Is it your duty to inspect the slaughter-houses ? 
— Yes, it is. 

362. How often do you inspect them? — I inspect 
them daily. 

363. I tliink it was stated that there are nine 
slaughter-houses in the town at present? — Yes. I 
think there is nothing offensive in any of them. I go 
into them and inspect them daily. Some of the people 
who have slaughter-houses hold land in the immediate 
neighbourhood of the town, and they remove the 
manure every week. They are all properly situated 
with the exception of two, but they were in existence 
before the adoption of the Act of Parliament. 

364. Does one of those two you refer to belong to 
a man named Finnegan? — Yes ; and the other to a 
man named Maginnis. 

365. Do you require these slaughter-houses to be 
cleaned out after every killing ? — Yes. certainty. They 
are all drained and bricked with the exception of the 
two I mentioned. I summoned the owner of one of 
them in consequence of his not having it property 
conducted. 

366. I suppose you often have occasion to notice 
people for having manure-heaps too near their houses ? 
—Yes. 

367. Have you ever had occasion to notice people 

for keeping animals in their houses? — Yes; but not 
in more than two or three cases during the last three 
years. There is nothing of that kind practised in 
Dundalk at the present time. , 

368. You think the practice has now died out? — I 
brought nine or ten cases under the notice of the 
doctor, in which they were kept close to the dwellmg- 
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houses, and they were removed by the people at 

369. Do yon know the condition of that place 
through which the sewage from the hospital and the 
gaol passes ? — I do. 

° 370. Is it to your knowledge in the condition de- 
scribed here to-day by Mr. Murray, the surveyor, and 
Dr. Browne '? — It is ; the matter was many times 
before the Town Commissioners. Lord Roden stated 
to the Grand Jury that he would stop it from going 
into the demesne. The hospital premises are drained 
into a cesspool, and there is a branch drain which bikes 
oft' the sewage from the gaol, and empties it into an 
open drain near the male and female National school. 
It has a very bad fall. 

371. The drainage from both the hospital and the 
gaol goes into that place. I understood from Mr. 
Hurray that the sewage from both goes ultimately 
into the same drain ? — No ; it does not. I am not 
aware of that. There is a cesspool immediately in 
connexion with the hospital premises, into which the 
sewage passes. How that cesspool is cleaned I do 
not know. There is no drain but for the surface 
drainage. 

372. You say the hospital sewage goes into a cess- 
pool in connexion with the hospital ? — Yes. 

373. Is there any drain or sewer leading from that 
cesspool ? — There is not. 

374. Is that cesspool within the hospital premises ? 
— It must be, of course. Tkei - e is a large garden 
attached to the hospital premises. 


375. Do you know how that cesspool is cleaned Dundai.k. 

out ? — No; I do not. I know there is a cesspool in March a, i«?7. 
connexion with the National School, it is an open cess- Mr i jailrMll .,. 
pool and it is cleaned out frequently. Curran. 

376. That I presume receives tire sewage from the 
school ? — It does. 

377. And that cesspool I understand you to say is 
frequently cleaned out? — Yes, it is cleaned out and 
the contents are sometimes emptied on the land. 

378. Has there been much work done here in the 
way of providing houses with sanitary accommodation ? 

— There has been work of that sort done. 

379. Do the Commissioners force the people to do 
it ? — Certainly. 

380. And in the case of new buildings, I suppose 
the Town Commissioners require them to be provided 
with all the necessary accommodation ? — Certainly ; 
before they commence to build the houses they are 
bound to submit the plans for the approval of the 
Commissioner’s, and if I see any digression from the 
plan when the houses are building, I call the 
attention of the surveyor to it. 

381. Is it your duty when the house is erected to 
see that the requirements of the Town Commissioners 
have been carried out ? — Certainly it is. 

382. Did you read Dr. Brown’s description of the 
Rampart River ? — Yes ; I am aware of the condition 
in which it is, and I may say that I have called 
attention to it on many occasions. 

383. Do you concur with Dr. Brown in his state- 
ment with regard to that river ? — I do. 


Mr, Joseph Dickey examined. 


384. Mr. Lawless. — You wiph to make some state- 
ment I believe ? — Yes. I wish to state that I have 
no lighting. I have resisted the attempt of the Com- 
missioners to obtain these rates from me, on the 
grounds that the assessment was illegally made. The 
rates were made in globo, and the chairman held that 
they were illegal. Of course I do not wish to raise any 
question except so far as I myself am concerned. I 
resisted the payment of the water rate on the grounds 
that the Commissioners hqd no right to levy a water 
rate. There was an assessment of 4d. in the pound 
for a water rate, and they did not supply us with 
water within the meaning of the section of the Act of 
Parliament. The chairman held that it was an illegal 
imposition, and the rate was quashed. The Town 
Commissioner’s expended £6b or £70 in keeping the 


pumps in order - , and the remainder was applied to 
general purposes. 

385, Do you mean to say that they never adopted 
the provisions of the Act referring to a water supply ? 
— No ; but they assessed the town just as if they had 
adopted it. 

386. Do they levy a water rate now 1 — Not since I 
brought the case before the chairman. 

S87. When was that? — Last year, and the year 
before. I was processed for the rates, and I defended 
the process. 

388. I see that they did levy a water rate in 1874 ? 
— Yes. I think I live within the limits of the area of 
taxation, and I pay taxes to the amount of Is. 4 d. on my 
dwelling-house, but I derive no benefit from it whatever. 
There are other persons similarly circumstanced. 


Mr. Joseph 


ARDEE.— March 12, 1877. 

(Before Mr. Commissioner Lawless, Q.C.), 


Mr, John F, Eicins examined. 


Mr. John F. 


1 . Mr. Lawless. — Are you the town clerk of Ardee ? 
—Yes. 

2. How long have you been town clerk ? — A little 
over three years. I was appointed town clerk in 
December, 1873. 

3. Under what Act are the Town Commissioners of 
Ardee appointed? — Under the Towns Improvement 
(Ireland) Act, 1854. 

4. When was that Act adopted here ? — I think it 
was in the year 1855 or 1856. 

5. Immediately after the passing of the Act ? — Yes ; 
before that the Commissioners were appointed under 
the 9th Geo. IV., cap. 82. 

6. HowmanyTown Commissioners are there? — Nine. 

7. Are there nine Commissioners acting now ? — No, 
one of them has sent in his resignation. 

8. What is his name ? — Mr. Matthew Kelly. 

9. Who is the chairman of the Town Commis- 
sioners ? — Mr. Anthony Smith. 

10. Is he at present acting as chairman ? — No ; he 


did not attend at the last four or five meetings of ' the 
Commissioners — I think five. He has been confined to 
his room for the last two months. 

11. Was it owing to his illness that he did not attend 
the meetings ? — It was owing to illness that he did not 
attend at the last two meetings. I do not know his 
reasons for not attending the previous ones. 

12. I suppose they will proceed to fill up the vacancy 
caused by the resignation of Mr. Kelly ? — They will do 
so this month, or the month following. 

13. Have you got a copy of the last account audited 
by Mr. Collot, the auditor ? — I have. 

14. Will you let me see it? — Yes. (Hands in the 
account.) 

15. This account is for the year ending the 30th 
April, 1876?— Yes. 

16. Your financial year ends on the 30th April in 
each year? — Yes. 

17. Do the Town Commissioners here, possess any 
property ? — Yes, they do. 

M 
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Abdee. IS. And they also levy a rate ? — Yes. 

March is, 137T. 19. Will you look to that abstract of accounts? — 

^ ^ y es 

Ekiin. 20. With respect to the collection of the rates and 

the rents, there is .£99 16s. 3d. brought forward under 
the head of arrears on the rates ? — That is not mentioned 
in the abstract. 

21. It is mentioned in the auditor’s report ? — Yes ; 
but the abstract only gives the receipts and expen- 
diture. 

22. So I see ; it does not give the arrears? — No. 

23. At what time of the year is the rate struck ? — 
In December each year. 

24. Your last rate was struck in December, 1S7G ? — 
Yes. 

25. How much was that rate? — Is. in the pound. 

26. What was the amount of the warrant? — £136 
16s. 3 -id. 

27. When was the warrant given for the collection? 
— In the month of February. 

28. Can you tell me what is the amount of the rate 
outstanding on the former rate — the rate struck in 
December, 1875 ? — £12 8s. O^d. is outstanding still 
of the rate struck in December, 1875. 

29. Up to what time was that arrear outstanding on 
that rate? — Up to the present time. 

30. Has any portion of that arrear been declared to 
be irrecoverable ? — No, there has not. 

31. I suppose, then, it is nowin process of collection 
with the rate struck in December, 1S76 ? — Yes. 

32. I observe here that Mr. Collot says that you are 
rather dilatory in the collection of the rates ? — Yes ; so 
he reported, but the collection is improving. 

33. So I see. By whom are those rates collected ? — 
By the collector appointed by the Commissioners. 

34. Does he give security ? — He does. 

35. Have- you got his bond 1— Yes. (Collector’s 

bond produced.) 

36. What is the name of the collector? — Patrick 
Mornan. 

37. Are his two sureties living? — They are. 

38. What was the exact date of Mr. Mornan 's ap- 
pointment ? — The 4th January, 1877. 

39. There had been a collector previously ? — Yes. 

40. And I understand from these reports that he 
became a defaulter ? 

41. What was the amount of his defalcation ? — That 
sum, £12 8s. OJd. referred to as being uncollected. 

42. Did be become a defaulter with some of the 
money of the Commissioners in his hands ? — Yes. 

43. How much ? — That £12 8s. OJ d. 

44. Did he receive that £12 8s! 0%d.1 ~ He ac- 
knowledged that he had received some of it. 

45. Did the Commissioners ascertain how much he 
was a defaulter for?— Yes ; that £12 8s. Ojd. 

46. Did the Commissioners lose any money by him? 
— No ; they have his sureties. 

47. Have they recovered any money from his 
sureties? — Not yet ; but they will recover that £12 
8s. 0^<f. 

48. Have they taken proceedings against the sureties ? 
— The money will be paid. 

49. Have they been called upon to pay it? — Yes. 

50. Does that sum of £12 8s. 0 £d. represent the 
entire amount of the collector’s defalcations l— Yes. 

51. With respect to the rates ?— Yes. 

52. Had he any rents in his hands ? — No. 

53. Was it his duty to collect the rents as well as 
the rates 1 — It was. 

54. When was it ascertained that be was a defaulter ? 
— Before the new rate was struck. 

55. That would be in December, 1876?-7-.Yes. 

56. Was he, notwithstanding his default, allowed to 
retain his poundage or salary ? How was he paid ? — 
By a poundage on his collection. 

57. Of how much ? -Is. in the pound. 

58. Was he allowed to retain his poundage ? — No ; 
his poundage on the amount he collected is still due to 
um. It will come to about £9. He was not paid the 
poundage on the amount of his collection. 


59. Will you look to the abstract of accounts that 
was before the auditor — at the amount of collector’s 
poundage £6 8 s. 4 d. Was that poundage for the year 
ending in April, 1S76 ? — It was ; it was poundage for 
that year, but he was paid it about the mouth of 
December. 

60. Does the collector also receive the rents ?— 
Yes. 

61. And had the rate collector who ceased to act in 
December, 1876, received any rents for which be did 
not account to the Commissioners? — No. 

62. Who is your treasurer ? — The Ulster Bank. 

63. How often is the collector required to lodge in 
the bank ? — He is required to lodge every fortnight ; 
never to keep nronej' in his hands longer than a fort- 
night. 

64. Have you got the bank books there ? — I have. 
(Hands in the bank book.) 

65. Up to the lOtli March, there was a small 
balance of £16 ? — Yes ; it is written up to-day. 

66. Was your present collector appointed hi 
January ? — Yes ; but be bad not received his warrant 
then. 

67. Are these lodgments appearing in the bank 
book of rates collected by the late collector ? — Yes. 

68. When did the present collector receive his war- 
rant? — In the month of February, 1877. 

69. How much is the balance against you ? — 
£16 14s. 9 d. 

70. Do the answers sent by the Town Commis- 
sioners to the questions sent to them by the Local 
Government and Taxation of Towns Inquiry Com- 
missioners represent accurately the state of affairs 
inquired about ? — Yes. 

71. Do the items on tlie receipt side of the abstract 
of accounts represent all the moneys that were received 
on behalf of the Town Commissioners for the period 
covered by that account? — They do. 

72. Amongst the items, on the expenditure side of 
the account, I see the sum of £3 paid to the caretaker 
of the shambles? — Yes ; that was paid to a person for 
taking care of the shambles. 

73. What are the shambles? — A place for the sale 
of meat. 

74. Are they the property of the Town Commis- 
sioner’s? — Yes; they are the property of the Town 
Commissioners. 

75. Do the Commissioners receive any rent for the 
shambles? — They do. 

76. Where does it appear’ in the account ? — It 
appears in this abstract under tlie head of rents. 

77. What amount do they bring? Is it a fixed 
rent ? — Part of it is a fixed rent ; but the rest varies 
according to the number of stalls that are let. 

78. Have you got anything in the way of a rental 
of it? — No; Mr. Caraher, the present solicitor, says 
he never got a rental from the previous solicitor. 

79. Who was the previous solicitor? — Mr. Cantwell. 

80. What is the average amount of the receipts 
from the shambles — how much in the year generally? 
— I may say from £7 to £8. It was £7 5s. for the 
last two years, and £8 the year before, 

81. Do the Commissioners pay any rent for these 
shambles ? — They do. 

82. How much? — £9 4s. 7 d. 

83. To Sir Oriel Foster? — Yes. 

84. In fact, they pay more for the shambles than 
they receive from it ? — They do. They pay the rent 
to Colonel Sir Oriel Foster at present. 

85. Do they pay it out of the rates ? — They do. 

86. Are you able to state bow the Commissioner’s 
hold the shambles? — I am not; they seem to have 
held it for a very long time, and have been paying the 
rent for I do not know how many years. 

87. Are there any other public markets in the 
town ? — Yes ; there is a market-house. 

88. Does that market-house contain accommodation 
for the sale of meat ? — The shambles are for the sale 
of meat. 

89. Does the market-house contain accommodatron 
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for persons selling corn, potatoes, turnips, and so on ? 
—Yes. .... ■ 

90. Do the Commissioners derive any revenue irom 
that market-liouse ?— ' They let the weighing-machine 
and scales, for which they have got £10 for the last 
two years. 

91. I suppose the people who bring in produce to 
he sold pay for having it weighed ?— Yes. 

92. And the Commissioners receive £10 a year 
from the person to whom they let the right to receive 
dues or fees ? — Yes. 

93. Do the people using the market-house pay any 
other charge!— Nothing, except for weighing and 
sometimes for storage. 

94. Is the right to receive what is paid for storage 
also let! — Yes. 

95. Does that £10 a year represent the entire 
receipts of the Commissioners from the market-house ? 

Yes. 

96. What is the name of the person to whom the 
letting is made ? — William Wade. 

97. Is he a Town Commissioner! — No ; he is not. 

98. Is it leased by deed 1 — No ; it is just a contract 
from year to year. 

99. ' Is it in writing! — It is. 

100. Was it prepared under the advice of your 
solicitor! — No; it was not. It was simply a tender 
from Mr. Wade which was accepted by the Town 
Commissioners. 

101. Do you happen to have it here 1 — Yes. (Reads 
contract) — 

“ William S. Wade's contract for the use of the market-house, 
weighing-machine, and scales for one year, from the 1st November, 
1875, for the sum of £10 sterliug, was accepted on the following 
conditions That he he accountable for any damage the premises 
may sustain while in his possession, &c. 

102. Has Mr. Wade complied with the conditions 
of the letting! — I think he has. 

103. Has there been any complaint of his non- 
compliance with the conditions! — I think there was, 
but there was no cause for complaint afterwards. I 
did not hear of a second complaint. 

104. What was the nature of the complaint! — It 
was that his little daughter used to weigh the goods 
instead of himself ; she (ised to he weighing when he 
was absent. 

105. I see that one of the conditions is, that as 
much as possible and so far as practicable, Mr. Wade 
is to be present at the weighing 1 — Yes. 

106. Were those the only complaints made 1 — Those 
were the only complaints so far as I am aware. 

107. Are the £10 from Mr. "Wade included in the 
item of £75 8s. 5c 1.1 — Yes ; they are under that head. 

10S. Are the rents from the shambles also included 
in it! — Yes. 

109. Do the Commissioners pay any rent for the 
market-place ! — They do. 

110. How much! — £9 8s. id. 

111. "What is that £26 9s. Id. for which they take 
credit for having paid! — It is one and a half year’s 
rent for Erasmus Smith's school 

112. For what property do they pay that amount! 
— They do not pay it for any property ; they pay it 
to the” Governors of Erasmus Smith’s school for pur- 
poses of education. 

113. By what right is it paid to the Governors! — 
The old Corporation seem to have given them this 
grant, and the present Commissioners are bound to 
pay it for that reason. 

114. By the old Corporation do yon mean the Cor- 
poration previous to 1840! — Yes. 

115. Have you got a copy of the last year’s receipt 
from the Governors of Erasmus Smith’s schools! — I 
have. (Receipt produced.) 

116. £26 9s. Id. is charged for one and a half year’s 
rent in the last account audited by Mr. Collot?-— Yes. 

117. A rentcharge of £18 9s. 3d. has been paid by 
the Commissioners for the year ending 1st November, 
1875, and you produce the receipt for it! — Yes. 

118. What is this quit-rent £1 8s. lid. payable in 


respect of! — Some property of the Commissioners. I Audee. 
am not exactly sure for what property. It is paid to March is, is 
Mr. Hamilton, the collector of quit-rents. Mr ; j olin p. 

119. Up to what date is it paid! It was paid in Kklns. 
Octobei*, 1876. 

120. I perceive by the written answers which you 
sent to us in Dublin, that the Commissioners cause the 
streets of the town to be watered! — Yes. 

121. There is an item here on the expenditure side 
of your’ account — interest charged by the treasurer 
£3 5s.! — Yes; that is interest for an overdraft on the 
bank. 

122. Was Mr. Collot’s attention called to it! — Yes. 

123. He does not seem to have taken any notice of 
it! — He did so the year previous; at all events, in 
future that charge will be done away with. 

124. Will you just look to the expenditure side of 
your account. Were the rents and rates received by 
the Commissioners for the year ending 30tli April, 

1S76, applied in the manner mentioned in that ex- 
penditure side of your account! — They were. 

125. I want you to tell me something about this 
property of the Commissioners. The Commissioners 
are the owners or proprietors of some lands! — They 
are. They have them for a long time. 

126. Where are they situated in the fii'st place! — 

In the town — in and around the town. 

127. Does the property consist of houses or lands! 

— They are all lands. I do not think there are any 
houses. 

128. Have you got a rental of the property! — No ; 
there is no rental. 

129. Have you x'eceived the x'ents! — Yos; we receive 
them. 

130. From whom do you receive them 1 — From Mr. 

William Ruxton, Mr. R. J. Montgomery, Lord Carling- 
ford, and Dr. Bonks. 

131. Does Dr. Banks reside here! — No; he lives 
in Dublin. The dispensary committee pay us 5s. a 
year. 

132. Is there anyone else! — No; those are all. 

133. How much does Mr. Ruxton pay! — £24 3s. 1<7. 

134. And Mr. Montgomery! — £18 17s. id. 

135. And Lord Carlmgford! — £15 19s. 3 d. 

136. And Di\ Banks! — £2 13s. Id. 

137. Are those all the rents which the Town Com- 
missioners receive except those from the shambles and 
the markets? — Yes. 

138. The total amount of those are £61 12s. 9J. ? — 


139. Do you know how Mr. Ruxton is liable to pay 
that rent to the Town Commissioners ; has it been paid 
by the Ruxton family for a long time ? — Yes ; I do not 
know why or for what he pays it. 

140. Are Mr. Montgomery and Lord Carlingford in 
the same circumstances? — Yes ; they are. 

141. Is it the case that the Town Commissioners 
are entitled to these x'ents only, and not to the lands 
out of which, or in respect of which they are paid? 
Have the lands, or any of them ever fallen out of lease ? 
—I think they will never fall out of lease ; they 
are leased for ever. 

142. Then are these rents all in the nature of head 
x-ents ? — Yes. 

143. Are the rents paid annually by these people ? 

144^ Or half-yearly! — Some of them used to be 
collected yearly, and some of them half-yearly* 

145. How much has been collected since this last • 
account was passed ? — I find that those are paid up to 
the 1st November last, with the exception of Dr. 
Banks’s rent. There is also a half-year due by Mr. 
Montgomery. 

146. How are the rents of the shambles paid i — 
They are paid yearly. 

147. And is the rent of the market-house also paid 
yearly! — It is supposed to he paid half-yearly. 

148. Is it paid half-yearly! — It is not. 

149. How much of it is now due!— There is one 
year due up to the 1st November last. 

J r M 9 
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asdee. 150. Why do not the Commissioners take steps to 
March is. 1817. have it caused to be paid ? — The matter is now in the 
Mr. Joim F. hands of the Town Commissioners’ solicitor. The soli- 

Kkins. ' citor has communicated with the tenant, and he has 

replied, so that is now between them 'alone. It is dis- 
tinctly stated in the agreement that the rent is to be 
paid half-yearly. 

151. I see here that the Commissioners pay salaries 
to two persons, yourself and the caretaker of the 
shambles ? — Yes, and there is another poison paid for 
winding the clock. 

152. Is that by way of salary 1 — Yes ; it is paid 
from year to year. 

153. It is .£2 12s. a year? — Yes. 

154. Are all the streets of the town under the care 

of the contractors of the Grand Jury ? They are. 

155. Is any scavenging done by the Town Commis- 
sioners independently of that done by the Grand Jury ? 
— None, except sweeping the footpaths. 

156. Is that done by them ? — Yes ; by the Town 
Commissioners. 

157. I see here from one of your answers to the 
queries sent to you that the Town Commissioners 
undertake the paying and watering of the street, and 
cleansing of the footpaths ; do they in fact expend any 
money for these purposes ?— They got a grant from the 
Grand J uiy for that purpose this year. It won’t go 
into the account, because they got it from the Grand Jury. 

158. It should go into the account. What amount 
did they get from the Grand Jury? — I think it was 
£110, but I am not quite sure. 

159. What was it given for? — For repairing the 
kerb stones, and gravelling the lanes. 

160. What was the amount of the two levies of 
county cess for last year 1 — About 9 d. in the pound 
for each levy. 

161. What was the rate of the spring levy ?— 8tf. in 
the pound. 

162. What was it for the summer %—M. in the 
pound, making W. and 5 d. for the year. 


163. What was the valuation of the property upon 
which that county cess was levied? — £4,706 15s. * 

164. How is that? The Town Commissioners in then- 

answer to the question No. 8, sent by us, describe the 
valuation as being £2,642 5s., is not that correct?— 
No, the valuation of the lands is £2,642 5s. and 
of the houses £2,064 10s., making the total valuation 
of houses and lands £4,706 15s. 

165. Do you assess a rate of Is. on £2,064 10s. and 
of 3d. on £2,642 5s. the valuation of the land ?- Yes 

166. Do those two valuations comprise all the pro- 
perty within the municipal limits ? — I believe it does. 

167. Is this town supplied with main sewers through 
the streets ? — It is not ; and main sewerage is greatly 
wanted. 

168. Have the Grand Jury of Louth done anything 
in the way of providing main sewerage? — They have 
not, though they were applied to. 

1 69. I perceive the Town Commissioners are not the 
urban sanitary authority hero, the population of the 
town being under 6,000? — Yes. 

170. Have the Poor Law Guardians as the rural sani- 
tary authority been applied to, to do any work in the wav 
of making main drainage in this town ? — They have not. 

171. Do the Town Commissioners provide any public 
water supply for the town? — Yes, there are seven 
public pumps. 

172. Were they provided by the Town Commis- 
sioners ? — Yes, but they are now in the hands of the 
Board of Guardians as the sanitary authority. 

173. I see that in your answers to the queries sent 
you respecting the property of the Town Commissioners, 
you describe it as property consisting partly of lands 
which were held by a charter ; now it appears from 
your reply to my questions to-day that the property 
consists of head rents, payable by persons who hold 
the property under leases for ever ?— Yes. 

174. Your description would have been more correct 
if. you had said they were simply head rents, paid by 
those fouror fivepeopleyou have named? — Yes, it would. 


Mr. Peter 
Hickey. 


Mr. Peter Hickey examined. 


175 Mr. Lawless.— Are you a Town Comrnis 
sioner ? — Yes. 

176. You wish to make some statement, I believe 1 
— Yes ; I wish to make a few remarks with regard tc 
the sanitary state of the town. The drainage is verv 
defective ; m fact, I may say there is no main drainage 
The town pays upwards of £300 a year in county cess 
and a few years ago— four or five I should say— we goi 
plans and specifications for improving the drainage 
drawn up by Mr. Neville, the county surveyor, and 
made an application at the presentment sessions. ’ 

177. How much does the town -contribute to tbe 

county according to your calculation ? Upwards ol 

£300 to the county cess. The application, as I said 
was made at the presentment sessions, but it was re- 
jected by tbe associated cesspayers. The matter remains 
in that condition up to the present time. 

V 8 ,' lon ° a S° “ since that application was 
made ? — About four or five years ago. 

' 179. Has anything been done since ? — Nothing has 
been done since. ° 

180. Is it your opinion that an improved system of 

drainage for the town is much wanted ? It is very 

much wanted. The fact is the back premises in the 
town cannot now be drained at all. The streets of the 
town look in very fair condition, but at the back there 
is no drainage at all, and so it is impossible to keep it 
V am , ed ' . over f ow from tLe yards pours out into 
the stress, the yards being higher than the streets. 

lttl. -that, of course, is injurious to the public health? 
,, mA ! st decidedly. The nuisance arising from 
the yards m the summer time is really frightful, and 
all because of the mat of one good main drain. It 
mold te easy enough to drain the town by carrying 
tbe seurgge down to either aide of tin, town-ioither to 
tne north or south. 

182, When you got the plan and specification made 


by Mr. Neville, the county surveyor for the county, 
was it his opinion that the town could be easily drained ? 
— I think it was. 

183. Did Mr. Neville give you an estimate of the 
probable expense of the plan of drainage ?— I do not 
think he did. 

1 84. Have any of the Town Commissioner ever made 
an estimate of the probable expense ? — I do not think 
they ever did. What was wanted at the presentment 
sessions was an instalment of the probable expense at 
the first sessions, and something more afterwards. I 
think an application was sent in for £1,000. 

185. That was the sum you applied for? — Yes. 

186. Was it your opinion that the proposed drainage 
would cost more than that amount? — It was Mr. 
Neville’s opinion that it would cost a good deal more. 
The Commissioners subscribed and paid liim the cost 
of the plan and specification out of their own pockets. 

187. Do the Board of Guardians do anything in the 
way of sanitary work in the town — anything whatever? 
Have they appointed no sanitary officer for acting in 
the town ? — I believe they have ; but it is the general 
opinion that everything connected with the sanitary 
arrangements in the town would be better under the 
control of the Town Commissioners than any Board of 
Guardians. 

188. Have the sanitary officers ever taken any steps 
to cause to be removed any nuisance existing in the 
town from want of drainage? You spoke just now of 
Ike overflow from the back premises in the town going 
into the streets ; that, of course, is a nuisance ? — It is. 

1 89. Has the sanitary officer appointed by the Board 
of Guardians served notices on toe people requiring the 
abatement of that nuisance ? — No, except in one case, 
that of toe water coming from toe steeping of the 
malt. 

1 90. Is that toe only instance ? — That is the only one. 
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191. Does it ever happen that the people have col- 
lections of filth too near their doors ! — The officer 
appointed by the Town Commissioners used to compel 
them to take it away. 

192. What ofiicers are there ? — There is none since 
the Board of Guardians became the sanitary authority ; 
there was formerly an officer called the inspector of 
nuisances, who was appointed by the Commissioners. 

193. There is no such officer now 1 — No. 

194. What I want to know is, do the officers ap- 
pointed by the Board of Guardians in the discharge of 
their duty require people to remove any nuisance that 
may happen to exist in the town? — In some eases 
persons were brought before the magistrate and fined 
for having nuisances. 


195. So that the officers of the Board of Guardians Ardee. 

really do something, but it is your opinion that tins March 12 , 1877. 
sanitary work would be better done under the care of Mr Peter 
the Town Commissioners ! — Decidedly. Hickey. 

196. Does sickness prevail much in the town ? — No, 
not much. 

197. Perhaps you maybe able to tell me if there are 
any fairs held in the town of Ardee ?— Yes ; there are 
thirteen fairs in the year. 

198. Are they held in the streets of the town ! — No, 
in the fair-green. 

199. Is the fair-green situated outside the town 1 — 

Yes ; just immediately outside ; at the north end of 
the town. 


Mi-. William Gurrell examined. 

200. Mr. Lawless. — You also wish to give evidence 218. What was the nature of your complaint ? — I 


with respect to the sanitary condition of some portion 
of the town of Ardee? — I wish to draw your attention 
to the state of College-lane ; them is a nuisance there, 
and a very great want of drainage. 

201. Is there no drainage there ? — There is not; and 
there are never any repairs done there ; the place is in 
a fearful condition. 

202. Do you live in College-lane ? — I do. 

203. Do you experience any inconvenience from the 
state of things which you describe as existing ? — I do ; 

I cannot bring a car or cart of any sort into the lane. 

204. Why l — Because of the want of repairs ; it is 
completely broken up, and it has never been repaired. 

205. Do you mean to say that the contractor for the 
Grand Jury never does anything to that place? — -I do, 
indeed ; he never does anything there. 

206. I also understand you to say that it is in a 
very bad state for want of drainage ? — Yes ; there is a 
large accumulation of nuisance out in the very centre 
of the street, so that it is absolutely impossible to pass 
through it. The condition of the place at the present 
moment is quite sufficient to create a plague. As I 
said, it would be impossible for you to walk up and 
down the lane. 

207. Do you think there is any other lane in the 
town in so bad a condition as this one ?— I think not. 

I applied to the Commissioners with reference to this 
matter. 

208. What answer did you get to your application 
from the Town Commissioners !— I got no answer at all. 

209. How did you apply to the Commissioner's! 
Was it by a message, or in writing ? — It was by letter. 
I wrote three different times to them on the subject, 
but I got no answer. 

210. When did you last apply! — I wrote to the 
Board of Guardians about two months ago, I think. 

211. And you got no answer from the Board of 
Guardians to your communication? — I got no answer. 

212. What did you write to them? — I wrote about 
the unsanitary state of College-lane. 


complained of the condition of College-lane, and that 
no steps were taken to improve it. The inhabitants 
of the place signed a memorial to the Local Govern- 
ment Board. 

219. What answer to your complaint did you get 
from the Local Government Board ? — They informed 
me that they had sent a copy of my complaint to the 
Poor Law Guardians. 

220. That was the only answer you got from the 
Local Government Board! — That was all. 

221. Have you had any communication from the 
Poor Law Guardians on the subject since then ? — No, 
none. 

222. Do you know whether or not the Poor Law 
Guardians have taken any steps in consequence of that 
communication from idle Local Government Board! — 
No ; I cannot say that they have. 

223. Mr. Lawless (to the Town Cleric). — Did you, as 
town clerk, receive any communication from the Poor 
Law Guai'dians with regal'd to College-lane ? — I got a 
notice from them on Saturday last. 

224. On Saturday last, the 10th March! — ies. 
(Hands in notice received from the Board of Guai'- 
dians.) 

225. Mr. Lawless reads communication from the 
Board of Guardians, dated the 9th March, 1877 : — 

“ To Mr. Ekins, Town Clerk. 

“Sir, — I am directed by the Board of Guardians of the above 
union to inform you, for the information of the Commissioners, that 
a communication has been received, signed by Mr. William Gurrell 
and other inhabitants of the town of Ardee, complaining of the sani- 
tary condition of a portion of the town, and lam to call the Commis- 
sioners’ particular attention to the inclosed copy of a resolution 
passed by the Board of Guardians at their meeling on the 6th 
instant; and the resolution of the Board of Guardians referred to in 
that communication is as follows: — ‘Tho Board of Guardians wish 
to call the attention of the Town Commissioners of Ardee to the 
filthy state of the streets, and particularly to College-lane, and 
to request that they may have them swept three times weekly.’ 

“ By order of the Board, 

“Michael Cara her." 


Mr. William 
Gurrell. 


213. As being in the state you have described here 
to-day! — Yes ; I described the fearful state of it in my 
letter. 

214. You say you wrote to the Board of Guardians. 
Did you write to the Board as a body, or to one of its 
officers? — To the Board as a body. 

215. Town Clerk . — I got a notice from the Board of 
Guardians directing the Town Commissioners to sweep 
that lane, as it was their duty to do so. 

Witness . — I also wrote to the Local Government 
Board on this subject, and got a reply to my commu- 
nication. 

216. Mr. Lawless (to Witness ). — Have you got 
that reply of the Local Government Board!— No, I 
have not. 

217. You wrote to Mr. Banks, the secretary, I sup- 
pose! — Yes. 


226. Have the Town Commissioners done anything, 
or ordered anything to be done, in consequence of this 
communication from the Board of Guardians 1 — No, 
they have not had time yet. 

227. Do they intend to do anything in consequence 
of it 1 — They will have a meeting on the first Thursday 
of the next month, and I t hink they will get it swept. 

228. Mr. Lawless (to Witness ). — Would sweeping 
this place three times a week do satisfactorily what 
you want!— No, it would nut ; the place wants to be 
repaired generally; it has never been repaired — not 
this last twenty-five years. 

229. Would sweeping it three times a week bring 
it into a proper sanitary condition! — Yes, it would 
bring one portion of it into proper sanitary condition, 
but the place wants to be well gravelled. 
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March 12, 1877. 

Mr. Teter 
Markey. 


Mr. Petek Markey examined. 


230. Mr. Lawless. — Are you one of the Town Com- 
missioners? — Yes ; and I am the manager of the Hiber- 
nian Bank here. There is a lane close to the bank called 
Lamb’s-lane. I have often had occasion to pass 
through it in the summer, and I have always been 
struck with the very filthy state in which I saw it. 
During very hot weather in summer, I have seen 
stagnant cesspools just before the doors of the houses 
in that lane, I suppose not more than six or seven yards 
from the doom. The cesspools were stagnant, for I 
have noticed that the water was quite green-coloured. 

231. What sort of houses are they in that lane? — 
They are wretched cabins. I think they are not pro- 
vided with reres of any kind, and on the opposite side 
is a ditch, which I have seen filled up with dirty mud 
— a kind of greenish-looking mud ; there is no vent 
for it, and it cannot flow away. 

232. Do you know College-lane ? — Yes ; I just wish 
to supplement what Mr. Crurrell said with regard to 
the condition of that place. I remember that on one 
occasion I wished to make a short cut and attempted 
to pass through College-lane, but I could not manage 
it and had to go back the way I came. 


233. Do you mean that you could not pass throu«h 
it on account of its filth? — Yes ; in fact, I mav say 
that it is a common privy — a regular nuisance. That 
was the only time I ever attempted to go through it 
When the wind is blowing from the east, I get the full 
benefit of the smell from College-lane at the bank and 
I can assure you, that on such occasions I dare not 
attempt to go into the yard at the rere of the bank 
for that reason. There is another matter to which I 
wish to refer. There is a small yard which adjoins 
the bank premises, and in it there are sometimes five 
or six pigs kept. 

234. Is it near the house or houses to which the 
yaixl you refer to belongs? — There is a row of six houses 
just outside the yard at the rere of the bank, and in the 
yard of the first house of the row, which is a small yard 
(and tlie one I refer to), a lot of pigs are always kept 
The place is kept in a very filthy state, and I should sav 
it is the duty of the sanitary ofiicer of the Board of 
Guardians to look after it. I think tint while, as 
at present, the houses are built without proper rere 
accommodation, the town can never be kept as it 
ought. It is utterly impossible that it could be. 


Mr. Patrick 
Magee. 


Mr. Patrick Magee examined. 


235. Mr. Lawless. — Are you a ratepayer or a 
Town Commissioner? — I am a ratepayer; I think 
that what has been said might be applied to every lane 
in the town, and I think the state of things at present 
existing, in a sanitary point of view, cannot be remedied 
without a system of main sewerage. I wish to call 
your attention to the low overcrowded lodging-houses 
in the town. 

236. Are there such lodging-houses here? — There 
are many of them to my own knowledge, and there 


appears to be no person to take any notice of the 
fact. 

237. Are the lodging-houses here registered? — They 
do not appear to be registered. 

238. Do you say that no one looks after them ?— 
No one, so far as I am aware. 

239. I suppose if any one has been appointed to 
look after them, the town clerk can tell us of it. 

Toion Clerk . — No one has been appointed for that 
purpose. 


Mr. James Carigan examined. 


240. Mr. Lawless. — What are you ? — I am the sub- 
sanitary ofiicer of the Board of Guardians, under the 
Public Health (Ireland) Act 

241. Do they pay you any salary ? — Yes. 

242. How much ? — £10 a year. 

243. Do you do anything for it?— I go round the 
town and inspect different places ; since I became sub- 
sanitary officer of the union, I have made reports 
eveiy week. 

244. Do you make reports to the sanitary officer 1 

245. "Who is the sanitary officer ? — Dr. Moore, the 
dispensary doctor. 

246. How often do you go about the town to in- 
spect its sanitary condition 1—1 go round twice every 
week, and I attend the meeting of the Board of Guar- 
dians eveiy Tuesday. 

247. Did you ever report the condition of College- 
lane? — Yes. I served a fourteen days’ notice on the 
Town Commissioners, and there was no attention paid 
to it. 

248. You did report the condition of College-lane ? 
—Yes; I did. 

249. When did you do so ? — In the month of Octo- 
ber last. 

250. You got some directions I presume from the 
Board of Guardians ? — I got an order from the Guar- 
dians to serve a fourteen days’ notice on the Town 
Commissioners to clean out College-lane, and to see 
after the condition of the lanes of the town generally. 
There is not hing in that way done by the Town Com- 
missioners. 

251. Do you know anything about the state of the 
poorer class of houses in the town 1— Yes. 


252. You say it is the duty of the Town Commis" 
sioners to clean the lanes ? — Yes ; according to Mr. 
Collot’s report the Commissioners are bound to clean 
them. 

253. Are the people occupying the poorer class of 
houses in the town in the habit of keeping cattle or 
pigs in their houses? — Some of them do, because they 
have no back doors to their dwellings. 

254. Do you report such cases to Dr. Moore ? — Yes ; 
and I have sometimes brought the people before the 
bench, and the magistrates has fined them for keeping 
animals in their houses. This place called College-lane 
is in a most fearful state. 

255. Do you think it is as bad as Mr. Gurrell de- 
scribed it ? — It is worse ; no human being could walk 
in it. 

Town Clerk. — The Commissioners were served will) 
a notice in November last, and they paid 10s. or 12s. 
at the time to get the nuisance complained of abated. 
(Hands in notice.) Before I paid the money for clean- 
ing I got a certificate from the sub-sanitary officer 
saying that the nuisance was abated. 

256. Mr. Lawless. — I’ll just read this notice. 
(Reads) : — 

“ County of Louth. To John Ekins, Town Clerk to the Town 
Commissioners of Ardee, and to the owner and occupier, as the 
case may be. The Guardians of Ardee Union acting as die rural 
sanitary authority, having ascertained that a nuisance exists in or 
upon a house or premises at the borough of Ardee — 1 that is to say, 
sweep the laues and the water tables in the town, and along the 
channels of the town,’ to have them swept, so as to remove the nui- 
sance complained of by Mr. Moore, so as to be as a nuisance inju- 
rious to health;- now take notice that you are hereby required to 
remove or abate the same, and for that purpose to do all snch i acts 
as may be necessary within fourteen days, otherwise proceedings 
will be taken against you by the sanitary authority without further 
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under the provisions of the 20 and 30 Vic., chap. 00, and the 
;;7 and SS Vie., chap. 93, and the several Acts incorporated there- 
with” for the abatement and removal of such nuisances, and to enforce 
the provisions of the said Acts against you, and for the recovery of 
penalties thereby imposed in the event of your refusing or neglecting 
I., comply with 'the terms of this notice. 

Dated this 7th day of November, 1876. 

“ Sigi ed, James Heath, 

“ Executive Sanitary Officer.” 

Tiiat notice was, I believe, served upon tlie Commis- 
sioners through their clerk, and I understand that he 
had to pay a sum of money for carrying out the work 


referred to in that notice. I also find this certificate, Ardee. 
dated the 25th November : — Marc h is, 1877. 

“ I hereby certify tluit the nuisance complained of by the Board j[ r . j aules 
of Guardians, and which was complained of by Dr. Moore, is abated Carigan. 
now, until they complain again about it. 

“ Signed, James Carigax, 

“ Sub-Sanitary Officer." 

Does not College-lane continue in the same filthy 
state still ? — Yes. 

257. And while the Board of Guardians and the 
Town Commissioners are discussing who is responsible 
for it, the poor people living in this place are half 
poisoned 1 — Y es. 


Mr. Thomas Dolan examined. 


25S. Mr. Lawless. — Are you a Town Commis- 
sioner? — Yes. I merely wish to say that I agree 
with what was said by Mr. Hickey and Mr. Markey, 
with regard to the sanitary state of the town. I wish 
also to say that pigs are kept in some houses in this 
town, in which there are hack-doors. 

259. Mr. Carigan. — You have a tenant yourself 
who does it. 

TFftness. — Yes ; but you never served a notice on 
her. She has back premises attached to the house, 
hut she will not keep the pig outside the dwelling-house. 

260. Mr. Lawless (to Witness). — You have a tenant 
who keeps a pig in her house, and the sub-sanitary 
officer is aware of it ? — Yes. 

261. Yet he never served any notice to remove 
the pig? — I never heard of any notice having been 
served. I do not know how the condition of College- 
Lane could he unproved ; thei-e are a great many nouses 
in the lane that have no back-doors. I may certainly 
say, as a Town Commissioner, that we were not verv 
anxious about the sweeping, because we thought it 
was the duty of the Guardians to do it. In fact, I 
t hink that. Carigan did get it done. 

Mr. Carigan. — Yes ; but the auditor would not allow 
the charge for doing it, and the Guardians had to pay 
the cost themselves. 

262. Mr. Lawless (to Witness). — Do you think 
that the sanitary duties are properly discharged by 
the Board of Guardians ? — No ; I think not. The 


Guardians are all country people, and feci no interest 
in the welfare of the town. They do not see the back- 
lanes at all. When they do come into the town, they 
merely drive up the principal streets ; they cannot 
feel the same interest in the matter that we would. 
In one case the water was running out from the houses 
into the road. A pei-son interested asked us to do the 
work that was necessary to set matters right. W e re- 
ferred him to the Guardians, and the Guardians referred 
him back to us, and so tbe matter was in dispute. That 
was the case of the multing-liouse. The Guardians 
eventually said that they would do it ; and the pro- 
prietor of the malting-house paid one-lialf of the ex- 
pense, and the Guardians paid the other half. Improved 
drainage would be the only remedy for the state of 
things at present existing in the town, and it is a matter 
of very great importance that it should be done. 

263. Have the Commissioners consulted their 
solicitor about this question of responsibility between 
them and the Board of Guardians? — I believe not. 

264. Would it not be a very desirable thing that 
you should know what your duties are? — Yes ; of 
course we could not attempt the main drainage scheme, 
that is beyond our power; but I believe the Guardians 
levy a rate for that purpose. 

Mr. Peter Halpenvg was examined, and said lie 
desired to add his testimony to that of the other wit- 
ness with reference to the filthy state of College-laue, 
and of the town of Ardee generally. 


KELLS— March 16, 1877. Kells - ■ 

(Before Mr. Corbett, Chairman.) Marchia, 1877 

Mr. John Norris examined. . Norrfs° lm 


1. You are, I believe, the town clerk? — I am. 

2. When were you appointed ? — About a year and 
a half ago — on the 6th of September, 1875. 

3. Was that immediately after the late clerk had 
been suspended ? — Just at that time. 

4. How long was the late clerk in office ? — I think 
about four years. 

5. Were you not clerk before the last clerk had 
been appointed? — Yes. 

6. I understand the last clerk left owing a great deal 
of money ? — Yes ; money that he did not account for. 

7. What was lie name of the late clerk? — Bernard 
Commiskey. 

8. Did the auditor at the last audit certify that there 
was then a sum of £128 18s. 5 d. in Bernard Commis- 
key’s hands ?— Yes. 

9. That was on one account, and was not there £21 
3s. 0^<2. on another, making £150 Is. 5 \d. 1 — Yes. 

10. Has any of that money been paid since ? — No, 
it is still outstanding. 

11. Had the late town clerk any sureties ? — He had 
not. 

12. Do you mean to say that the man who collected 
your rents had no sureties ? — He had no sureties. 

13. Did he give a bond ? — No, there was no bond. 

14. Do you give a bond ?— I do. 

15. In how much? — £300 is all the Commissioners 
asked. 

16. But the late clerk gave no bond ? — The late clerk 
gave no bond, and was never asked to do so until the 


Commissioners believed there was a deficiency, and 
then he tried to get sureties, but failed. No portion 
of the £150 has been paid since. 

17. Is there any hope of getting this money from 
his friends in the town ? — No hope at all. 

18. Is he still in the town ? — He is still in the town. 

19. Are there no assets ? — No assets. The amount 
was cancelled by the Commissioners at the last meeting 
as a bad debt. 

20. The auditor has power to make a certificate that 
so mnnli was found due by him, and to take steps for 
the recovery of the amount. I want to know did the 
auditor do that? — He made a certificate that the amount 
was duo, and left it to the Commissioners to take pro- 
ceedings for its recovery, or cancel the debt. 

21 . Then no proceedings were taken ? — No. 

22. And at the last meeting was it cancelled as a 
bad debt ? — Yes. 

23. Have you any resolution on your books to that 
effect ? — We have. . Here it is — 

“Moved bv Samuel M. Kellett, seconded by James Brady, and 
resolved, that the defalcations of our late clerk, Bernard Commiskey, 
amounting to £150 Is. 5 id., be now cancelled." 

24. What is the date of that resolution? — The 5th 
of March, 1877. 

25. That was passed about a week ago then? — xes, 
about that. 

26. Was it when the auditor was last here that he 
left it to the Commissioners to take either of the two 
courses you have mentioned ? — In November, I think. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



84 LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND TAXATION INQUIRY COMMISSION (IRELAND). 


27. The Commissioners have been a long time in 
• deciding, then, what to do. I see there was a list of 

other bad debts on the same day moved to be cancelled. 
What were these 1 — Debts that could not be re- 
covered. 

28. What were they ? — Rents of borough lands 
under crops — potatoes and grazing. 

29. Were they old arrears ? — Yes, old arrears. 

30. They are not very large in amount, I see — .£17 
14s. lOrf. altogether. Mary Irwin’s is the largest 
amount in the list — £4 10s. Is that an old debt ? — 
It is an old debt, three years going on for grazing. 

31. What is the state of your rental now ? Have 
you now wiped off, either by collecting or by cancel- 
ling them, all the old arrears ? — Yes ; either by collect- 
ing or cancelling them. 

32. Have you got the rental here to show the state 
of it? — Yes. (Produced.) That would be the rent 
this year, £1,157 15s. Id. 

33. What I want to see is what is the amount 
which the land brings in — what was the amount last 
collected, and what is the amount still outstanding 1 — 
I did not make the accounts up yet to the present date. 

34. I have got from you already a list of holdings 
that constitute a small portion of the Commissioners’ 
property 1 — Yes ; from small farms. 

35. What is the acreage of your landed property ? 
Is it 312 Irish acres ? — Yes ; that is over 500 statute 
acres. 

3G. Of that I understand from this return in your 
statement that only four small holdings are let on 
lease ? — Yes ; that is all, and one or two of those are 
not on lease ; they are tenements from year to year. 

37. There are eight acres to Lord Headfort at £16 
on a lease for seventy-five years ? — Yes. 

38. Can you tell the date of that lease ? — I think it 
is about 1855. 

39. Griffiths’ Valuation of that is ten guineas? — 
Yes, that is correct. 

40. Then there are 8 a. 2r. 20p. Irish plantation 
measure let to Cornelius Gavin at £17 7s. a year, on 
a lease of thirty-one years ? — Yes. 

41. When was this land let to him on lease ? — In 
the year 1865. 

42. I see that is let a little below Griffiths’ Valu- 
ation, winch is £18 a year. I want to know the cir- 
cumstances under which it was let to him ? — Before it 
was let under lease he had it for nothing as payment 
of his salary as “ herd ” or caretaker of the land. 

43. Do you mean- that instead of paying him a 
salary he got this land from the Commissioners gratis ? 
- He did. 

44. Were you town clerk at that time ? — No ; I was 
not. 

45. You only know this from what you heard then ? 
— Only from what I heard. But I know it is a fact, 
though, that he held it in lieu of a salary. 

46. Then in 1865 you say Cornelius Gavin got a 
lease for thirty-one years at a rent of £17 7 s. 1 — Yes. 

47. Were any tenders invited for that land when it 
was let to him on lease ? — No ; for it was in his own 
possession. 

4S. Do you know whether there was any public 
notice given that he was to be accepted as tenant ? — 

I don’t know, 

49. These appear to be the only twq leases ?— The 
only two. 

50. Are they the only two leases outstanding at all ? 
— The only two outstanding at all, 

51. Does not Mary M'Oann hold 5 a. Ik. 5p. at a 
rent of £5 6s. 3d. ? — Yes. 

52. What tenure does she hold by? Is it as a 
yearly tenant? — I think it is as a yearly tenant; there 
is no lease anyway. 

53. Was it by a resolution of the Commissioners 
that that land was granted to her ? — I could not tell. 

54. Or whether there was any competition ? — I 
could not tell. 

55. Is it the fact that she is the mother-in-law of 
Cornelius Gavin the herd ? — Yes, she is. 

56. Do they live together ? — No. 


57. Does he occupy the land or does she ?— Cornell,,., 
Gavin does occupy the land. 

5S. Has he any beneficial interest in it ? I don’t 

know. 


59. When you say that he occupies the land do you 

mean that he farms it for her, or is it surrendered by 
her to him? — I think he manages it for her. * 

60. Where do the crops go to ? — I could not tell. 

61. Were these five acres and a quarter evervahied 

according to Griffith’s Valuation at £4 10s. ? Yes • 

that is the valuation. 

62. And she pays 16s. more, I suppose, like other 
places in Ireland, Griffith’s Valuation is below the 
letting value here ? — It is below the letting value. 

63. I mean if this laud had been put up to public 
competition, have you any doubt that more than 
£5 16s. 3d. could be got for it, or probably nearly 
double that rent? — I believe it could. It is good 
land now, but it was not before. 

64. What kind of land was it in 1865, when it was 
let to her ? — I believe not nearly so good as it is now. 

65. The Commissioners’ laud produces between £3 
and £4 an acre on an average, I believe? — Yes, from 
£3 6s. KM. an acre. 

66. And is the average of the rental for the whole 
of these “Commons of Loyd ’’about £1,200 a year, 
or nearly £4 an Irish acre ? — Yes. 

67. And here are five acres at £5 6s. 3d. a year. 
That does not look quite right, you know. Is her 
land better or worse land than Lord Headfort’s ?— I 
thiuk it is worse. Hers is a wet land, and Lord 
Headfort’s is a dry kind of land. It was given to him 
for a plantation, and he was to give the Commissioners- 
a field in another part of the town as well. 

68. Lord Headfort pays £2 an acre for that, which 
is below the average, but it is nearly double what she 
pays. Here is Jane Orossley too, who holds 2a. 
1r. 30p. Does she pay £5 a year for that ? — Yes. 

69. Is here a yearly tenancy ? — It is. 

70. When was that land let to her? — I don’t know. 
It is a very old letting, made a long time ago. Her 
husband was one of the old freemen. 

71. And is she the widow of that old freeman? — 


72. Had he the hind at a nominal rent before? — Yes. 

73. And after the Town Commissioners were ap- 
pointed (lid they put a rent of £5 per year on it?— 


74. And then was his widow allowed to hold on at 
that rent by the Commissioners when they came into 
existence ?— Yes, that is it. 

75. Does she now pay £2 an acre?— Yes. 

76. It appears to be let under value, though much 
higher than that held by the herd's mother-in-law, 
and that only accounts for not quite twenty-five acres 
out of the 312. Are there any other yearly tenancies 
besides these ? — That is all we have. After Lord 
Headfort had his plantation down the Commissioners 
were going to take the ground from him because he 
refused to give them the field in the vicinity of the 
town for a hay yard and dung yard, and a resolution 
was passed to that effect. 

77. I thought you said Lord Headfort had a lease. 
Is there no lease in existence or counterpart of the 
lease to Lord Headfort ?— I am told there is not. 

78. Are not you, as town clerk, the person who 
would have the custody of it if there was one ? — Well, 
I made every inquiry as to the eight acres, and I am 
told there is no lease for it, 

79. Have you got a counterpart of the lease to the 
hepd or caretaker ? — I have, 

80. Who is your law agent? — Mr. Lynch, a soli- 
citor- living in the town. 

81. Did you ever ask him if there was any lease to 
Lord Headfort ? — I never asked him. 

82. I want to ascertain, as a matter of fact, whether' 
there is a lease to Lord Headfort of this land, and if 
there is, whether there is any lease from him to you 
granting this hay and dung yard to you or other 
lands? — We have a lease granting the Maudlin-street 

’ Gardens. 
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53. Were these Maudlin-street Gardens, of which 
you have a lease from Lord Headfort, granted to the 
Commissioners as part of the consideration for a lease 
of the eight acres to hhn? — Yes. 

54. What is the term of the lease to the Commis- 
sioners for these Maudlin-street Gardens ? — I think 
the lease is for ninety-nine years. 

85. What rent do you pay to Lord Headfort for 
them 1 — £5 1 os. a year. 

86. What is the acreage of the Gardens?— I believe 
it is not more than half an acre. 

87. Is it garden ground in the town ? — It is garden 
ground. The gas company have more of it. 

° 88. Is part of it let by the Commissioners to the gas 
company ?— Yes. 

89. At what rent ? — £4 a year. 

90. What do they do until the remainder of it? — 
The remainder of it is in three gardens, and one of 
these is given free to the Commissioners’ steward. 
The other two are rented — one pays 8s. 5 d. and the 
other 11s. a year, making 19s. 5 cl. for the two. 

91. Then in point of fact you do not get as much 
mnt for the whole as you pay? — All we get is 
£4 19s. 

92. And don’t you pay £5 15s. to Lord Headfort 
for the ground ? — Yes, that is it. 

93. You say the gas company hold half the land at 
.£•1 a year? — Yes. 

94. How was the rent to them fixed ? — It was fixed 
by lease. 

95. Is it let on lease to them? — It is. 

96. What is the term of the lease ? — I don’t know 
whether it is for seventy or ninety years. 

97. Was it part of the understanding with the Mar- 
quess of Headfort that the gas company should get 
this ground ? — It was ; and if it was not set to the 
company he would charge double the rent for it. 

98. Have you a dung-yard now from liim besides ? — 
Yes. 

99. Does he give that accommodation free? — No ; 
he charges for that. 

100. Does it form part of the Maudlin-street plot ? — 
I believe lie gave tbe dung-yard and tbe Maudlin-street 
plot as a swop like for the holding in Lloyds. 

101. Is the £5 15s. paid for the dung-yard and the 
Maudlin-street plot alone, or for the Maudlin-street 
plot only. What rent do you pay altogether ? — £7 1 5s. 
every half year. 

102. That is £15 10s. a year. Of that sum do you 
pay £5 15s. for the Maudlin-street plot, and £9 15s. 
for the dung-yard ? — We pay about £5 for the Maudlin- 
street plot. 

103. Have you not told me already you pay £5 15s. ? 
— Well, £5 15s., and the remainder for the dung-yard. 

104. What is the extent of the dung-yard? — 1 a. 2b. 
15p. It is outside the town. 

105. Do you pay Lord Headfort -within £2 10s. of 
what you receive from him ? — We do. 

106. And for the eight acres he has from you do you 
get only about two acres from him ? — Yes ; last year the 
dung-yard was set for £20. 

107. By whom was it set for £20 ? — The Commis- 
sioners authorized their auctioneer to set it for them. 

108. Did you not get that ground to deposit the 
dung in ? — Yes ; but there was a portion of it not re- 
quired for that. 

109. Did the Commissioners then set that portion 
at £20 a year ? — Yes. Before Mr. Connor had it the 
Commissioners used to keep it in their own possession, 
and set the after-grass. Farrell Tully, I think, was the 
lust who had the after-grass, and I think that it was £2 
he paid for it. He was a Commissioner, and it did not 
go to competition. 

110. Do you say Farrell Tally was a Commissioner, 
and that the other Commissioners let the after-grass to 
him ? — They did. 

111. At£2? — Well, I am not sure about that ; but 
I think it was £2. 

112. How long ago is that ? —I think it is about five 
years ago. 


113. Have any of the Commissioners derived a per- Kelta 
son.nl profit out of the dung-yard, or the portion not March ic, is7T. 
used as a dung-yard, except in that instance ? — Except ^ Jo]m 

in that instance, I am not aware. Norris. 

114. How many years did Farrell Tully get it? — 

I think four or five years. 

115. At that rate? — At that rate. 

116. And what can you get for it now ? — It is let 
how for £20 a year — such portion of it as is available 
for cropping. 

117. Is it all pasture, or is it paitly tillage? — They 
take meadowing off it in summer time, and in the 
winter they put cows to graze on it. 

118. It is all pasture, then ? — It is. 

119. Is the after-grass worth about half the annual 
value ? — Oh, no. There is but an acre and a half in it. 

What he got for his use, according to what Mr. Free- 
man says, %vas worth £4 10s. 

1 20. Has any Commissioner had that piece of ground 
since, or derived any personal benefit from it ? — No. 

121. About how long is it since that arrangement 
ceased ? — Three or four, or perhaps five years since. 

For the last three years it is let by competition. 

122. And for last year you got £20 ? — We did. 

123. How much did you get for the two preceding 
years ? — Something about the same. 

124. Is the rest of the Maudlin-street plot, of which 
half is held by the gas company, let according to 
arrangement made with Lord Headfort? — Yes. 

125. The price was not, of course, part of the agree- 
ment, but is £4 a year a fair rent to pay for that land? 

— Witness. — For the gasworks? 

126. Yes. Do you believe that that is as much as 
could be got for it from any other parties ? — I believe 
£4 a fair rent. If tbe ground the gas company occupy 
was offered to public competition it might bring 
more money, but then the benefit the gas company is 
to the town has to he taken into consideration. The 
Commissioners consider that a fair arrangement. 

127. You say the remaining half only brings in 
19s. 5<i. a year 1— Yes ; but there is one part with a 
cottage let to the steward in lieu of a salary. 

128. What are the steward’s duties?— To superin- 
tend the workmen. 

129. Is he what is generally called the town sur- 
veyor? — No ; I am the town surveyor. 

130. What is he, then ? — In the capacity of steward 
he superintends the workmen. 

131. What workmen? — The Commissioners’ — the 
street scavengers and men working on the land from 
time to time. For a few days past we have had no 
scavengers in the town. They are all out on the land 
clearing away the stones. 

132. Has tliis steward £39 a year, paid weekly 
15s. a week ? — Yes. 

133. Was it part of the agreement when he was en- 
gaged that he was to get a cottage and garden rent 
free? — Yes. 

134. Can you find any minute to that effect on your 
books ?— Yes, there is a minute to that effect. 

135. When did the present steward come into office ? 

— I think about four years ago be came in. 

136. Is it tbe case that in 1872 this cottage and 
garden were let to Frank Smith, the steward, at a 
penny a week, and possession then given to him, hut 
that he never paid that 4s. 4 d. a year ? — He has never 


P 137. How long had -Frank Smith been appointed 
steward at that time, and was it part of the original 
agreement, or was it a bonus given afterwards, that he 
was to get the cottage and garden? — He was not long 
steward when he made the proposal for the cottage 
and garden. . 

138. Was he steward in 1872 ?— He was steward at 

that time. . 

139. He appears, from this minute book, to have 
first got the cottage and then to have received 2s. 6d. 
a week additional a few months afterwards ? — Yes. 

140. In July, 1871, Frank Smith seems to have 
been employed at a salary of 10s. a week to look after 
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Kells. nuisances in the town and to superintend the men 
March it, 1ST", working, and in January, 1S72, he was granted this 
— cottage and garden in pursuance of a resolution of the 
Norris! previous board day at a penny a week. Then in J une, 
1872, six months afterwards, his salary was increased 
2s. 6 d. a week, and it has been increased another half 
crown since, and he has 15s. a week now. It is quite 
clear that the letting of the land and cottage to him is 
not part of the original agreement? — I don’t know 
what the house and garden he has would let for now', 
but I think it would bi-ing more than he pays. 

141. Would the cottage where he lives let for £7 
a year ? — I think it would, but I always thought it 
was in consideration of his being steward he got it. 

142. But at all events the cottage and garden, he has 
would readily let at £7 a year? — I think it would. 

143. How much do the other two gardens produce ? 
— 19s. ad. between them. 

144. If they were put to public competition what 
would they bring, do you think 1 — I believe they would 
bring more. 

145. Could you sayhowmucli more? — I could notsay. 

146. Are they worth from £ 1 to 30s. each if they 
were put to public competition ? — I think they would 
bring that. 

147. Are the people who hold them connected with 
the Commissioners %- — They are. Two of those who are 
holding them are Commissioners. 

148. And do they hold them at a rent of something 
like 10s. a year each ? — Yes ; one at 8s. and the 
other at 11s. There is another small portion there 
used as a shed — you could merely put a jaunting car 
into it. 

149. Can you find any resolution on your books 
letting these gardens to the Commissioners ? — There is 
a resolution letting them. 

150. There were five gardens when the resolution 
was passed. How is it there are only three now ? 
That was before it was let to the gas company, I sup- 
pose. Does Landy hold one now ? — He does not. 

151. Who holds Landy’s Garden now?— Mr. Tully 
holds it. 

152. He is a Commissioner l — He is. 

153. Does O’Neill hold one now? — No; he is dead. 

154. Is not No. 1 Garden held by Tully? — Yes. 

155. At what rent? — 8s. a year. 

156. That is the same man, I suppose, who had the 
aftergrass ? — Yes. 

157. Is not Garden No. 2. which was held by 
O’Neill, who was a Commissioner, now held by 
Maguire ■ Were each of these persons Commissioners, 
and were they to pay originally 12s. a year each for 
them ? — Yes. 

158. What does Tully pay for Landy’s garden ? — 
8s. 5 d. 

159. And what does Maguire pay ? — 1 Is. 

160. And both these gardens are worth from £1 to 
30s. if put up to competition ? — Mr. Freeman says 
they are, and I believe myself they are worth more 
than they are set for. 

161. I want to know what has become of the garden 
Maguire had? — Another man named Maguire — his 
brother — has it now. 

162. Then has he two gardens ? — No ; the first 
Maguire died, and the second man took up his garde n . 

163. Yes, but you say he got O’Neill’s garden too. 
Do you know how many gardens there are ? — Three. 

164. Is not one held by Tully and 1 another by 
Maguire? — Yes. 

165. Are both of these gentlemen Commissioners ? 
—Yes. 

166. And is the other held by the widow of the 
late steward? — Yes. 

167. For which no rent is received? — No rent 

168. Is there any other ground available for letting 
out where these gardens are— at the place 
Maudlin-street ? — No, there is not. 

169. Is there no cottage or garden besides what you 
have mentioned ? — There is a little cottage besides in 
the possession of Mr. William. Govern. 


170. Does he occupy the cottage? — No, he does 
not. It is not a cottage ; it is only a car-lionse. 

171. Does that stand in Maudlin-street? Yes. 

172. And is it let to a man in the town? — Yes. 

173. Does he pay any rent for it? — He does not. 

174. Is there any resolution on the books to let 
him have that place rent free 1 — I examined the books 
and could find no entry at all. 

175. Did you bring it under the notice of the Com- 
missioners that he is hi occupation of that place with- 
out paying any rent for it? — No; he is a townsman 
living in the town. 

176. But why has he got it? — I believe the Com- 
missioners gave it to him. 

177. Yes, but for what consideration ? It is not 
their own property, and they cannot give away that 
which belongs to the inhabitants of the town. "Wliat 
is that cart-house worth ? — It is not worth much. He 
first built it himself when he got leave from the Com- 
missioners. 

178. Did he get leave then to build it? — He did - 
and he covered it with felt. 

179. How much land does it stand on? — About a 
perch. 

180. What was it before — was it waste or garden 
ground ? — I think it was waste before. 

181. Now we will pass from these gardens. The 
great bulk of your land is about 287 acres, besides the 
small portion we have heard of at such great length 
already. I want to know now how that is dealt with ? 
— The Commissioners set a portion for meadow land 
this year, and a portion for grazing, and the remainder 
for tillage. 

• 182. How much of the laird is in tillage ? — There 
are 1174 acres in tillage. 

183. That would leave about 170 in pasturage 1 — 
Well, then we have a good deal of it under meadow 
land. There are about sixty-five and a half acres 
under meadow land and the remainder under grazing. 

184. That would be something over 100 acres in 
grazing 1 — Yes. 

185. Am I to understand that that islet by auction 
every year ? — It is. The meadow land is let by auction, 
and on the grazing hind the cattle are taken in by the 
Commissioners and their herd. 

186. They are let in hay ? — Yes ; the grass lands. 

187. And 1 suppose the people pay so much a head 
for the cattle ? — Yes. 

188. Do the Commissioners advertise the terms on 
which cattle will be taken in? — No ; but they adver- 
tise that they have land to let for grazing, and the 
people will come there the day when they take in the 
cattle, and the Commissioners will come and meet them 
and fix the price at which they will take the cattle in. 

189. Is that thoroughly understood by everyone, 
and is it done openly so that there can be no favour in 
the matter and everyone can get cattle in on equal 
terms ? — W ell, no, for at one time the Commissioner.': 
had cattle on them, but everyone pays the same rate. 

190. Is the notice advertised in the newspapers 1 — - 
No ; only by hand-bills through the town. 

191. Do you believe you get the best value at the 
rate per head you take these cattle into ley, comparing 
yours with the neighbouring lands let in ley ? — I think 
it is a very fair price for the cows and cattle they take 
in to graze. For instance, they put on .£3 10s. one 
half year. 

192. Do yon think you get a fair price per head for 
all classes of cattle ? — I do. 

193. Are you clear that everybody pays at the same 
rate? — It greatly depends on the cattle put on the. 
ground. 

194. Of course there is a difference according to the 
age of the beast, but what I mean is, you do not charge 
one man a higher rate for a cow or other description of 
cattle, than you do another ? — No. 

195. Whether a Commissioner or not? — No. 

196. Have the Commissioners themselves many 
grazing cattle on these lands ? — Last year they had 
not many. 
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197. How many of the Commissioners had cattle 
, lU the land last year? — Well, I don’t know of any 
ves, there were two Commissioners last year. 

19S. Refer to the grazing list you have there and 
tell me the names of those who had cattle there ? — Dr. 
Cahill had four head ; Mr. Ffolliott, four head ; John 
Torney, two calves ; Robert Lean, two calves ; J ohn 
Hoye, five cattle ; and Joseph Lowrey, Andrew 
Doyle — he was lately elected — and Gavin had cattle 
there. Gavin had a cow in it. 

199. Then there are seven Commissioners and the 
herd who had cattle there? — They had. 

200. Do you think it is a fail' price that is charged ? 
— I do. I think it’s a fair price. 

201. That is the way then you let these 100 acres 
of ^razing land, by hand-bills, at so much per head for 
cattle, like any other ordinary ley ? Had you also 
about sixty-five and a half acres of meadow land? — 
Yes. 

202. How is that let ? — By the auctioneer. 

203. Do you sell the crop standing ? — We sell the 
crop standing on the land. 

204. And do you then let the aftergrass afterwards ? 
— Sometimes the aftergrass is set afterwards. 

205. And sometimes the whole of it is not? — Some- 
times the Commissioners keep the aftergrass for the 
grazing cattle, because the grass on the pasture-land 
gets bad coming on the harvest. 

200. Is the meadow grass let standing to the highest 
bidder? — It is. 

207. Is there any reserve price put on it ? — No ; 
there is not. It is given to the highest bidder. 

20S. Do you know whether the Commissioners ever 
get it themselves ? — Sometimes they do get it them- 
selves — seldom indeed. 

209. Is it always let to the highest bidder ? — It is. 

210. But the aftergrass is not let with it? — No ; it 
is not. 

211. Is it only the first crop that is let ? — That is all. 

212. And the aftergrass you say is sometimes kept 
by the Commissioners to eke out the meadow land ? — 
Yes, it is. Sometimes the aftergrass is sown by the 
Commissioners to give to the cattle they take in for 
glazing. 

213. And sometimes is it let? — And sometimes it’s 
let. 

214. Whenever it is let, is it let to the highest 
bidder by auction ? — It is ; die same as the meadowing 
part. 

215. Do the whole of the stock put on the land have 
the benefit of this aftergrass, or is it only the Com- 
missioners’ cattle have that ? — The whole of the stock. 

2 1C. Are you quite sure about that? — I ain quite 
sure about that. 

217. Was all the aftergrass reserved last year for 
cattle? — It was. 

218. For the cattle let on ley ? — Yes. 

219. What would it produce if let separate as after- 
grass ? — About £70 a year. If sold, it would bring £60 
or £70. 

220. Would it bring an average of £1 an acre ? — It 
would, or more, I think. 

221. Well, it is quite clear there are two gentlemen 
among the Commissioners, Dr. Cahill and Mr. Ffolliott, 
who have a good many head of cattle there, and who 
must benefit by this aftergrass. How are the remaining 
117 A acres of land let ? — That is let by a minute of the 
Commissioners at one of their meetings. They pass a 
resolution, entered on the book, at an ordinary monthly 
meeting, saying we will let this land for two years at 
£3 or £6 an acre. 

222. For two years ? — Yes ; it is always let for two 
years. 

223. Is that let by auction, or by fixed price 1 — By 
fixed price, not by auction. 

224. Who fixes the price? — The Commissioners 
themselves at a meeting. 

225. Do any of the Commissioner's -held any of the 
1174 acres ?— GSonretimes they get lots- in it for accom- 
modation — not many of them though. 


226. How many of the Commissioners hold any of Kelus. 
these 117 4 acres now ? — I think there is only one. March ig , lw*. 

227. Who is that ? — Mr. Ffolliott. Mr j 0 jj U 

228. How many acres does he hold ? — Only three Norris, 
roods. 

229. How do the Commissioners arrive at the price 
for which they let, or is it let at different prices ? — It 
is sometimes at £3, or £4, or £6, according to the 
quality of the land. 

230. How is it averaged from year to year ? — When 
it is let this year say, at £6, the next year it might be 
let for £4. 

231. How is that? — Because it gets less in value. 

232. Is there any stipulation for a rotation of crops ? 

— There is. 

233. Then it is let at a different rate, according to 
the crop coming oft’ it ? — It is. 

234. And it is, you say, the Commissioners them- 
selves who value the land ? — The Commissioners them- 
selves. 

235. Is it by a committee, or the whole body 1 — The 
whole body. 

23C. Do they never call in the assistance of a land 
valuer ? — Well, they do. They ask their caretaker and 
superintendent. 

237. But does not the caretaker seem to be a man 
who gets a good deal out of them himself? — No, he 
does not. 

238. Does he not get eight and a half acres, and 
another person, his mother-in-law, five and a half acres? 

— I have known the Commissioners to ask the care- 
taker what would be best to do with a field, and what 
price it would be reasonable to charge for it. 

239. Until the recent Board was elected, had the 
Commissioners more of these lauds in their own hands 
than they have now ? — Mr. Rogers, one of our oldest 
commissioners, says about the same. 

240. But yon being the town clerk ought to know ? 

— Well, some time ago more of them would have lots 
than they have now. 

241. Was that when you were town clerk before ? — 

Yes ; when I was town clerk before. 

242. Do you believe that the arable land is set at 
the best value? — Yes ; I believe that. 

243. "Who collects the rents ? — I collect the rents of 
the land let by the Commissioners, and the auctioneer 
collects all he sells himself. 

244. What does he sell? — He sells the meadow 
land. 

245. Do you collect the rents of the 1174- acres of 
arable land ? — Yes, I do. 

246. And you collect tbe grazing, rents ?— I do. 

247. Do you receive the rent then for about 220 
acres? — I do, about that. 

248. And does the auctioneer receive the rents for 
the sixty-five and a half acres of meadow land ? — Yes. 

249. Who receives the rent of the twenty-five acres 
let on lease? — I do. 

250. Do you receive the rent of the gardens and the 
ground set to the gas company? — I do. 

251. So that you, in fact, receive all the rents, ex- 
cept the sixty-five and a half acres of meadow land ? 

— 1 do. ' _ 

252. Are the gardens all let now ? — They are. There 
is nothing due for them now. 

253. You showed me a resolution by which some 
arrears were struck off, when the Commissioners for- 
gave the late clerk £14 11s. -lli. Was any of that 
for the gardens? — No ; none was for the gardens. 

254. What were the arrears for? Was it for the 
meadow land? — No ; not for the meadow land; for 
corn, grazing, and some for potatoes. 

255. Did any of the Commissioners owe anything? 

— No, not one. 

256. How came you to let the corn and potato land 
or "razing land to persons who did not pay the rent 
for°it for the previous year? — That was due for about 
three years before it was paid for. She- was a poor 
woman, and that was tbe cause why she was not ulti- 
mately able to pay.- 
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Kells. 257. Are not these lands let for a year or at most 
March 16 , 1 ST", for two ? — They are, for two years. 

Mr John 258. And if a person did not pay at the end of these 

Norris. two years would it not be reasonable to suppose you 

should not let to him or her again until the back rent 
was paid ? — The Commissioners have adopted a new 
rule now. 

259. In consequence of these parties having been al- 
lowed to get into arrears, did the Commissioners pass 
a resolution that no one should take off a crop until 
they had first paid the rent for it ? — They did. 

260. When was that resolution passed ? — I think 
about two years ago. 

261. Were all these old debts that were wiped oft’ 
antecedent to that resolution ? — They were. 

262. Since that have you had any loss ? — We have 
not. 

263. You say all the rent is received by you except 
the meadow land! — Yes. 

264. At the last letting of the arable land did you 
ascertain what your rental for the year would be ? — It 
will be about .£1,157. That is for this year, but it 
won’t end till May. 

265. Do you let then from May to May ? — From 
May till November. The people pay the rents coming 
on the harvest, in August, and so on. 

266. Do they pay half yearly ? — Yes, or when they 
are going to take away the crops. 

267. You state in the return which you furnished 
me with, that your rental is about £1,200 a year? — 
Yes. Taking fines, <fcc., it is £1,157 for this year. 

268. You meant then, I suppose, “income” not 
“rental.” Was the rental for the past year more or 
less than it will be this year? — I think it was some- 
thing more. 

269. Your rental for the present year, which will 
end in May, will amount to £1,157 ? — Yes. 

270. Was not the rental brought into account at 
the late audit £1,205 12s. 6 d. ? — Yes, it was. 

271. How do you account for the difference between 
them ? You see that was nearly £50 more than this 
year? — Some years the rental is higher by £50 or per- 
haps £100 than other years, according as the Commis- 
sioners set the land. The meadow land this year was 
set cheap, and last year it was high. Tins year the 
crop was bad. 

272. Was the land set for £50 less this year ? — It 
was. We had a bad letting. 

273. Is the auctioneer the same person as the herd ? 
— No, he is a different man. 

274. Does the herd touch any of the money? — No ; 
he is only herd and caretaker of the land. 

275. When you say “herd” do you mean that he 
is the man who looks over the stock and crops? — 
Yes, he does. 

276. Does he look after the Commissioners’ stock 
when their cattle are on the land ?— He does— he looks 
after all the stock. The Commissioners are bound to 
provide a man to mind the stock put on their land. 

277. Who is the auctioneer ? — His name is M'Enroe. 

278. How is he paid? — By fees, by the purchasers. 

279. Does he receive the rents of that land? — He 
does. 

2S0. Does he give any security — any bond? — I 
think he gave a bond to the Commissioners. 

281. Did he give a bond for £400 ? — Yes. 

282. What is the amount he receives ? — He only 
gets it from the meadow land. This year I think it 
was £350. Last year it was a good deal more. 

283. Is the bond about equal in amount to what 
he receives? — Yes. 

284. Are there two sureties to his bond? — Only 
one, I think. 

2S5. Is his bond in the hands of the treasurer? — 
Yes. 

286. Is yours in the hands of the solicitor ? — Y es. 

287. Do the parties pay the auctioneer in advance for 
the meadow land, or do they wait until they get the crops 
off l — After they get the crops. The rule is, there is a 
day fixed on which the meadowing is to be cut and an- 


other on which it is to be taken away, and then it is 
taken away and the auctioneer is supposed to be paid. 

288. Is it between the cutting and the harvesting? 
— Exactly ; and the removal of the crop must take 
place on a given day. 

289. Would £400 be about the average sum that 
you get annually from the meadowing? — It would. 

290. What other income have you beside?— We 
have a dog tax, and fines and penalties. 

291. Was the dog tax last year £9 6s. id. ? Thar 

is about the amount every year. 

292. It was, I see, £9 1 Is. 8 cl. for the year before ? 
— Yes, that is about the amount. 

293. The fines for drunkenness last year amounted 
to £41 16s. 3d., the year before to £28 19s. 6 d., and 
this year they appear to be only £27 19s. 9 d. How 
is it you have a smaller income from that source this 
year? — Yes, that was only up to the time we sent off 
that return. 

294. Do yon know how it is they were so high last 
year ? — Well, the court was onlj r lately got up, and the 
first year they only made about £28, and then the 
next year they were £41 odd. 

295. Will you get as much as £41 from them before 
the close of this year ? — I think we will get more. 

296. Were these fines received by you ? — Some of 
them were, and some by the former clerk. 

297. Were any fines received by the former clerk 
since he ceased to act? — No. 

298. Is the dog tax paid to the treasurer or to you ? 
— To the treasurer from Dublin. 

299. And these fines are paid to you ? — They are 
paid to me. 

300. Have you ever levied a rate here ? — No; I am 
not aware. 

301. Has a rate been ever levied since you were 
first town clerk? — No. 

302. Does your income then arise entirely from your 
rents, the dog tax, and the fines and penalties ? — Yes. 

303. Is not your principal item of expenditure on 
salaries ? — Yes. 

304. I see that amounts to a very large sum 
annually. Last year there was £233 1 Is. 8 d. charged 
for salaries ? — Yes ; but these were salaries that were 
allowed to go in arrear that were charged. 

305. Is your salary as town clerk £52 a year? — 
Yes. 

306. What is the town surveyor’s ? — £20. 

307. What is the nature of his office — what are 
his duties ? — He surveys the land yearly. I am the 
town surveyor. 

SOS. What else are your duties as town surveyor ? 
— There is a good deal of work to be done on the land 
in surveying the lots and dividing them out. 

309. Is that at the time the lands are let? — Yes. 

310. Have you anything to do, as town surveyor,- 
in overlooking the street scavengers ? — No ; but we 
have to superintend old buildings and walls, and when 
they are falling to see that the parties repair them. 

311. Then your duties are not confined to the 
lands? — No. 

312. Have you nothing to do with the men employed 
in the streets? — No; I have only to measure the 
paving, and sometimes to bring parties to law when 
their walls are found to be in a state dangerous to the 
public and they don’t repair them. 

313. Did the late town clerk hold the same two 
offices ? — No ; he was only the town clerk. 

314. Were you the town surveyor then ? — I was. 

315. Did the Commissioners then ask you to go 
back to your old office as clerk when the former town 
clerk w as dismissed ? — They did. 

31 6. And to keep oil the other office as well ?— -Yes- 

317. The person you call a steward here, does he 
do what is generally done by the town surveyor else- 
where — overlook the street sweepers ? — He does. 

318. Do the Commissioners keep the cleansing of the 
streets in their own hands ? — We do. 

319. Do the Grand Jury repair the roads? — 
They do. 
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320. Who keep the channels clean and repair the 
pavements'! — We do nil that; 

321. Does not the Grand Jury contractor then 
undertake any of the cleansing? — He does not; he 
only repairs. But the road contractors when they 
are going to put stones on the road scrape the streets. 

322. How many men are employed to sweep the 
pavements and channels and keep the back lanes and 
alleys clean ? — About six we have employed, but they 
are not confined to this employment always, sometimes 
they go out on the land to make up the fences. 

323. Have the Commissioners six men constantly 
employed?— They have. 

324. What wages do they give them ? — 9s. a week. 

325. Yon say that the Grand Jury keep the streets 
in repair and scrape them, and that you have six men 
to look after the cleansing of the streets and back lanes, 
although you have no sanitary work to do ? — But these 
men have a great deal of work to do on the land 
fencing. They are laying down twenty-five acres this 
year for meadow land, and all the stones have to be 
picked off the land, and the corporate men are em- 
ployed filling these stones into carts and taking them 
away. 

326. Are there six men thus employed besides the 
qaretaker of the. land ? — There are. 

327. And you have a steward and an overseer of 
the Commissioners’ lands, and a herd and caretaker. 
That is nine men you have employed to look after the 
land and streets beside what you do yourself. Now, 
I find that Frank Smith has £39 a year ant * a house 
and garden, which is as good as another .£10 ; and an 
overseer of the corporate land gets 10s. a week. What 
is his duty 1 — He inspects the land to see whether 
there are trespassers there or not. 

328. I want to know could not one man do all this 
work, for you seem to have at least three head men on 
the land ? — No. 

329. Do you not.pay Frank Smith more wages now 
than when lie had the sanitary work to do ? — His work 
was increased greatly. 

330. You seem to have an enormous staff to do very 
little work. £1 35 a year and a house and gardens rent 
free among three men for overlooking six or seven 
othei-s is a large sum to pay, and you have now nothing 
to do with the sanitary work ? — No ; we have not now. 

331. Mr. Freeman, T.e. — Half the men are doing 
nothing. I saw seven of them myself around a eart 
in the street one day filling it. 

332. CnAiRMAX (to witness). — Who does the lighting 
of tire town ? — The gas company light it by contract. 

333. At how much per lamp ? — It is not altogether 
that way. We pay the gas company 7s. 6 cl. per 1,000 
cubic feet of gas. 

334. Who checks the consumption ? — I check the 
consumption. 

335. That work even does not fall on Frank 
Smith ? — It does not. 

336. Are you not also clerk to the gas company ? — 
I am. 

337. Are the police barracks and town hall lighted 
by the Commissioners ? — They are. 

338. What does the expense of lighting come to each 
year-? — Last year it was £89 17s. Id., and the same 
the year before. 

339. Does that include the lighting of the police 
barracks ? — The bill is always furnished to the Com- 
missioners. 

340. How many lamps have you for that amount ? 
— Forty-five lamps. 

341. Then you get your gas,for about £2 per lamp ? 
— It does not come to so much as that. We supply 
new lamps often and lamp posts. 

342. Who lights the lamps? — The gas company, 
but the man who does that work is the Commissioners’ 
servant as well as the gas company’s servant. 

343. Do you pay him something then besides the 
7s. 6 d. per 1,000 cubic feet of gas? — We pay the 
company for lighting. 

344. How much do you pay then ? — 10s. a week. 


345. For how many weeks are the lamps lighted in 
the year ? — They commence to light them in September 
and continue on until April. 

346. That would be about six months. For how 
many hours are they lit each night during these six 
months ? — From half-past four o’clock in the winter 
evenings till eleven at night ; and sometimes they are 
only lighted twenty-one nights in the month. 

347. On moonlight nights you do not light at all ? 
— No, we don’t light on moonlight nights at all — only 
on dark nights. 

348. Who regulates the lighting of these lamps? — 
I do. 

349.. Is it left entirely to your discretion whether 
to light or not ? — It is. 

350. Does anybody check the meter except you?— 
No one except myself. 

351. And you are clerk to the gas company as well 
as the Commissioners ? — Yes. 

352. How often is the meter checked ? — Sometimes 
we check them every six weeks in the winter time, 
and the accounts are made up every three months. 

353. And rendered every three months to the Com- 
missioner's ? — No, yearly they are paid, and then we 
don’t get the account until they are prepared to pay it. 

354. £207 I make the Yearly salaries come to ? — 
Yes. 

355. Is there clothing besides for the stewai'd and 
workmen ? — Yes. 

356. What clothing are they provided with? — It 
was the usage to give clothing to the steward and 
workmen also. 

357. What do you give Frank Smith — he gets a 
good deal, we have seen already ? — A suit of clothes 
the same as the other workmen. 

358. What do they cost? — About £3 each. 

359. Was the sum of £41 10s. Ohd. given last year 
for clothing? — Yes. 

360. Is that an annual average about? — No ; up to 
this time it was only every seven years they got them. 

361. And do the Commissioner's intend not to give 
any in future? — They don’t intend to give any in 
future. Mr. Collot thought it was not a proper way 
to pay workmen. 

362. I see 30s. down up to Christmas this year? — 
That was for a tailor’s bill left unpaid before. 

363. Then this charge of £41 for clothing, we may 
assume, won’t occur again ? — It will not. 

364. You state, in your' return, that last year you 
paid £180 2s. 4 %d. for cleansing, and £193 7s. 44d. 
for labour ; ought not that cleansing to conre under 
the head of labour by these men ? — No ; as I remarked 
before, the men often work out on the corporate land, 
and there are other's then employed. 

365. How are you supplied with water here ? I 
have got from your return that it is entirely by pumps 1 
— Yes, entirely by pumps. 

366. Is there an ample supply of water for the 
inhabitants? — There is a good supply— a very good 
supply. 

367. Is the water good 1 — It is very good water. 

368. Has it ever been analyzed ? — It has not. 

369. Have you been a resident in Kells for some 
time ? — Yes. 

370. Beyond the time you have been town clerk ? 
— Yes. 

371. Have any complaints been made to your 
knowledge during that time, either as to the quantity 
or quality of the water? — Some time ago there were 
great complaints as to tire quantity of water. Some- 
times in summer they have not a sufficient quantity. 

372. Do you mean the water supply runs short? — 
Yes, it dries up. 

373. Have the Board of Guardians, as the rural 
sanitary authority, interfered to prevent any de- 
ficiency for the future, or in regard to the sanitary 
arrangements of the town at all? — They have not 
until very lately. 

374. Not, I suppose, until after Mr. Collot spoke 
about it ? — That was about the time they interfered. 


March 16, IS77. 
Sir. John 
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Kells. 375. Do tliey take any active steps now? Have 
March in, iS7". they a nuisance inspector and a sanitary officer wlio 
— examines the cottages, and the state of the drains, 

Norris." 1 aud the pumps in the town? — They have such an 

officer, and I have heard of him examining the houses 
and prosecuting people, hut I never heard of him 
examining the piunps. 

370. Are these pumps open to every body to go 
and take what water they like from them, or have 
you any means of checking the quantity taken ? — No. 

377. Can any person take wliat they like? — Any 
person can take wliat they like. 

378. Is the sewerage of the town in a satisfactory 
state ? — It is. 

379. Are there sewers in all the principal streets ? 
—There are with two exceptions. 

3S0. Were these sewers made by the Commis- 
sioners? — They were. 

381. Are there two streets in the town in which 
there is no main sewer ? — There is some part of the 
town there is no maiu sewer in, but I do not know' 
the name of the particular street. I think it is 
Bective-street. 

352. Are there many houses in that street ? — There 
are a great many houses in it. 

353. And how do the people get rid of the sewage 
— They are in a very bad state. 

38 4. Are there any cess-pools there? — There are in 
rere of the houses, and sometimes opposite the doors. 

385. Do yon know whether the sanitary officer of 
the Board of Guardians has visited that street? — I 
could not tell. 

3SG. With the exception of that street is the town 
well sewered? — Well, there is a portion of the town 
that is not well sewered. They call it the Fair Green. 
A lot of poor people live there. I think they are 
badly off for the want of sewerage, hut it would be 
hard to construct sewers there, as the Fair Green is 
built on a rock. 

387. Iu the streets in which there are main sewers, 
are there connecting drains from most of the houses 
to them? — There are. 

388. In what state are the cabins kept here in the 
back lanes ? Are they kept in a tolerable condition ? — 
The Commissioners’ men go round to clean the lanes, 
but the cabins are kept very badly. 

389. Do the Commissioners allow the accumulation 
of manure outside the doors? — The Commissioners’ 
men often clean away the manure twice a week. 

390. What do they do with the manure taken 
away ? I see nothing in the accounts relating to a 
sale of it ? — Any manure they get in the streets the 
Commissioners’ men remove to the dung-yard. 

391. What is done with it then — is it sold? — It is 
not sold. The Commissioners, when they have a 
heap of manure, remove it to the borough farm and 
manure it. 

392. I should have thought the people who took 
the land would manure it? — There is top-dressing, you 
know. 

393. Do I understand that all the manure collected 
by the street scavengers, and carted to this dung-yard, 
instead of being sold, is used by the Commissioners 
in top-dressing tins land ? — That is so for tlie last five 
yearn at least. 

394. Is it five years since they sold the manure ? — 
I think it is, if not more. 

395. The next item I come to in your return is 
1 £4 Is. id. for paving. That was done by your own 

men, I suppose ? — Mostly all by our own men. There 
was a permanent pnvior, and when any work was re- 
quired to be done he was sent for. "That was old 
Maguire. 

396. Was this £4 Is. id. for labour in paving or 
for stones ? — It was for doing the work. 

397. Do not your own men do it ? — They do. 

398. And are they not charged for in the labour 
account ? — No ; for any day they would be working 
at paving I put down die cost that day to paving 
and not to labour. 


399. How much of that £180 2s. 4 \d. charged for 
cleansing was for labour ? — It was all for cleansing. 

400. All for labour? — It was, and brooms. 

401. How could it be necessary to expend £373 io s . 
on the labour of six men in cleansing? — Well these 
men are often employed on the borough lands to make 
car-ways, which is heavy work, and fencing, which is 
heavy work too. 

402. How often are they employed on the borough 
lands? — Well, not very often. 

403. What is the charge of £81 10s. rent for? 

That was the rent of the dung-yard, the field, and the 
town-liall. 

404. What do you pay for the town-hall? £3S 

a year. 

405. Does Lord Headfort get that? — No, not Lord 
Hoadfovt, but a person in the town. 

406. The rent of the dung-yard is £9 15s. ; die 
gardens, £5 15s., and the town-hall, £38. That is 
£53. How do you get at the odier £28 ? — I think 
the town-hall was in arrear. 

407. Your poor-rate, county-cess, tithe-rent, aud in- 
come-tax, amount to £98 10s. G jc/., of which £25 
His. 14'/. was couutv-cess. Is tliat about the average 
annual payment for county-cess? — It is about the 
average payment each year. 

40S. And for that you get your roads kept? — Yes. 

409. There is a charge of £54 17s. 9 d. for hay-seed 
and oats? — Yes. 

410. Were these oats for the Commissioner's’ horses 
or for sowing the laud? — We did sow some last 
May. 

411. Do you keep any arable land in your own 
bands? — About an acre and a half fell into the 
bauds of the Commissioners, and they put some oats 
on it. 

412. Do I understand you that tlie remainder of 
the £54 was all given for grass-seed to improve the 
pasturage ? — Yes. 

413. “ Printing and stationery,” I see, come to “£12 
0s. 11</.,” and election expenses, £12 11s. lOd. Are 
these the average annual payments ? — Yes. 

414. “ Coal for the town-hall, £23 0s. 7 -id.” Does 
it cost that every year ? — I think that covers the ex- 
penses for three years. 

415. “£7 17s. G</., auditor’s fees.” Was that for 
moi - e than one year? — One year. 

416. “£9 9s. Gel. law costs,” aud £S1 12s. Til. for 
“ miscellaneous expenses.” That is a large sum. Wliat 
did they consist of ? — There was a good deal of fencing 
done, and part of that went on the borough land. 
An epidemic broke out among the cattle at one time, 
and it cost a good deal for enclosing them. 

417. Were vouchers for all that produced to Mr. 
Collot?— Yes. 

418. And was he satisfied ? — Yes, 

419. Here comes a curious item — “repayment of 
loan on promissory note, £400.” Are the Commis- 
sioners still a good deal -in debt to their bankers? — 
Well, they are not. 

420. What was that promissory note for? — It was 
payment of money that was borrowed for the land. 

421. Are you in debt at present to the bank? — 
We are. 

422. Was this note to the bank ? — It was. 

423. How many other notes are outstanding? — At 
present we are in debt about £700. 

424. At the time you paid off the £400 to your 
bankers what did you owe them? — We did not owe 
for anything at that time. 

425. Well, you owed that £400 at all events. Do 
you mean to say that after payment of that sum you 
were clear of debt at the bank? — No, we were not clear. 

426. Well, what did you owe them then? — There 
was a bill going on for a standing debt of £1,000. 

427. Had you other bills then outstanding to the 
amount of £1,000? — Yes. 

428. The next item in your return is for “ discount 
of promissory notes and interest on overdrafts, 
£38 15s. 3d.”? — Yes. 
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429. When this £400 was paid to the hank, was 
there £1,000 still due to them? — Yes. 

430. On notes of hand given by the Commissioners? 
— Yes. 

431. And £38 15s. 3d. you had to pay for interest 
on that? — Yes. 

432. The next item is “ promissory note not met, 
charged to the Commissioners.” To what amount 
was that note ? — This was a note given by a man three 
years ago for meadow land for £G 9s. and the Commis- 
sioners discounted it at the bank, and it was not paid, 
and the Commissioners had to pay it. 

433. “Disallowed by the auditor, £33 14s. 4 d.” 
What was that ? — For pumps. It was disallowed by 
the auditor on the ground that it ought to be paid by 
the sanitary authority. 

434. Has that surcharge been paid? — The Local 
Government Board won’t enforce it. 

435. Are they going to remit it? — They are. 

436. Had you a letter from the Local Government 
Board to that effect? — We had. (Letter handed in.) 

437. At the time this account was closed, had you 
an uncollected rent of £67 14s. KHd., which was sup- 
posed to be recoverable ? — That is so. 

438. And was £74 14s. 5 d. wiped off as irrecover- 
able ? — Yes. 

439. And then I see £22 Is. 8 d., “deduction 
allowed for sick cattle.” What is the meaning of 
that ? — People had cattle on the land, and they died, 
and they were not charged for them. 

440. Was that amount refunded to them ? — It was. 

441. Then there is £128 18s. 5 d. due by the. late 
clerk and collector since wiped off as a bad debt ? — Yes. 

442. Are not these accounts made up to the 3rd of 
May last? — They are. 

443. Since then, have there been the proceeds of 
another grass crop and of a crop of aftergrass aud a half 
year’s tillage rent received ? — Y es, it has been received. 


444. What have you received on account of the Kells. 
rents since that last audit? Are these the actual re- March in, is 
ceipts which you return in this other account, or wliat ^ 

it is supposed will be received ? — It’s the amount re- xorri.-*. 
ceivable. 

445. Did you get in all the arrears, £67 14s. lO^d. ? 

— Yes ; but £14 was cancelled. 

446. Have you got all except that £14? — There are 
some small amounts that we did not get yet, but we 
expect to recover them. 

447. When you paid off that £400, did you take up 
a fresh note to do that? — No. 

448. Then it was a bona fide payment ? — It was. 

449. And you reduced the debt by that amount? — 

We did. 

450. Has any other payment been made to the 
bank except that one? — Yes; last year the current 
account was reduced from £1,000 to £700. 

451. Do you know what promissory notes are out- 
standing now ? — There is only one for the £1,200 
that was borrowed to pay this balance, and we have 
the remainder in our hands to pay the current expen- 
diture. Mr. Collot looked into our affairs and allowed 
us to do that. 

452. What was the number of the Commissioners 
when you first came under the Towns Improvement 
Act? — Fifteen commissioners. 

453. When did you come under the Towns Improve- 
ment Act? — In 1854. 

454. Directly the Act was passed? — Yes. 

455. And previously you were under the 9tli of 
George TV. ? — I think it was. 

456. What is the area under the government of 
the Town Commissioners ? Wliat is the extent of the 
town ?— I don’t know the extent of the town. 

457. Or the acreage ? — I don’t know that. 

458. What’s the population? — It is over 3,125. 


Mr. Michael Freeman examined. 


459. How long have you been a Commissioner? 
—Four years. 

460. Four years consecutively ? — Yes. 

461. Had you been a Commissioner before? — No. 

462. When you became a Commissioner were the 
Commissioners in debt ? — They were. 

463. How much did they owe them ? — A good deal 
more than they owe now. I do not know the exact sum. 

464. However you found they were in debt to the 
bank ? — They -were. 

465. Was there a system then going on of giving 
promissory notes and renewing them ?— There was. 

466. Can you give me an idea of the amount of 
their debts at that time ? — Not exactly. The way the 
accounts were kept at the time, it was quite impos- 
sible to know how much the Commissioners owed. 

467. That is what the auditor says. Was the late 
clerk clerk then? — He was. When We expected to 
be out of debt, some other new bills we never heard 
of before popped in. 

468. Were the bills never paid when due 1 — Never ; 
and there was no check, the accounts were kept in 
such a confused manner. 

469. Have you any finance committee? — Yes, 
there is such a thing now. 

470. But there was not then ? — No. 

471. How long has your finance committee been in 
existence ? — I think about four years. 

472. Are you a member of it ? — I am. 

473. For the last three or four years have the 
accounts been more looked into than they were 
previously? — Oh, yes, much more so; particularly 
since Mr. Mullen became a Commissioner. He has 
caused a great deal of reformation in the business. 

47 4. You say you do not know exactly what was 
due the bank, when you became a Commissioner ? — 
No, I do not. 

475. Do you know how many notes were outstand- 
ing?— -I think it was about £1,500. It is quite im- 
possible to know. Cheques would be issued and the 


people would keep them until they found some money 
in the bank, and then they went in and got it, some 
cheques were filled up and signed three months before 
tliere was any money to meet them at all. 

476. What was the system adopted — when you 
wanted money in the bank, did your treasurer come 
to you and ask you to give a promissory note ? — It 
was not that The bank paid only when they had 
Commissioners’ money, but they did not allow an 
over draft. One sum of £100 was running on for 
twenty years or more. 

477. Have any fresh promissory notes been given 
since you were a Commissioner? — Yes, from time to 
time ; but that is done away with now entirely, and 
there is only one promissory note out There is a 
strict order given that no new promissory note is to 
be given, and all debts are to he paid by the 1st of 
May, and all moneys received by that time, so that 
we will owe no money by that time except what we 
owe the bank. 

478. Were there, in fact, a great many outstanding 
debts besides these promissory notes not collected till 
lately? — Until lately. The system now adopted is 
very good, and I think the accounts will be generally 
satisfactory in future. 

479. It has been very bad, no doubt ?r— Very bad; 
the most confused thing I ever saw. 

480. In 1875 you paid £400 to the bank. Was 
that tlie first time you ever paid anything off? — I 
really am not aware of what payments were made to 
the bank. 

481. Do you think the Commissioners got the best 
price they could per head for the cattle on ley ? — I do 
not. 

482. Do you think they are influenced, to some ex- 
tent, by some of their body having cattle on tlie land ? 
— I am sure they are. 

483. And has this an influence in inducing them 
to reserve the after-grass of the meadow land for their 
cattle instead of letting it? — Yes. 


Sir. Michael 
Freeman. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



92 LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND TAXATION INQUIRY COMMISSION (IRELAND). 




Mi-. George Mullen examined. 


.ltoreMb, is, i. ^ How long have you been a Commissioner? — 
Mr. George About sixteen months. 

Mullen 485. Have you been looking them up pretty sharply 

since then?— - Yes; I seldom miss a meeting at all 
events. 

486. Are you on the finance committee ? — I am. 

4S7 And you are anxious to see a different system 
established as well as ‘Mr. Freeman? — We are, and I 
hope we will live to see it. On the occasion that Mr. 
Collot objected to over drafts, we asked him to allow 
us to draw a bill, so that we could wipe out all the 
debts due by the Commissioners to the bank and 
otherwise, and close our account on the 3rd May next ; 
and that as the Commissioners owed so much, to give 
us an opportunity year by year of cutting down that 
debt until we came out clear. That was the reason 
we hail for asking leave to clo that ; and Mr. Collot 
and the Local Government Board, after some per- 
suasion, let us do it. 

488. Did you get the consent of the Local Govern- 
ment Board? — We did. 

489. To contract a new loan of XI, 200, in order to 
clear off all your debts ? — Yes ; because if we did' not 


get leave to do that we could not carry on the work 
at all. These debts were contracted by men who art- 
dead in their graves now, and we are trying to clear 
them off. 

490. You hope now that tilings will go on straight? 
— Yes ; I am quite satisfied they will. 

491. Upon what terms did you get this XI, 200 
from the bank ? — At four per cent. 

492. Did they advance it at four per cent ? — Yes • 
and I think we will want more. 

493. But surely you might reduce your expenses on 
the land very considerably. You have too many head 
men. Do you not think you might do away with one 
at least of these men, if not with two ? — Well, we might. 

494. If you reduce your expenses, and make more 
of your land, will you want more? — We will reduce 
the expenses if we can go on. There is not a shilling 
going out or coming in now but is closely looked after. 
We have a finance meeting every Friday night. 

495. I will ask the town clerk to give me a copy 
of that correspondence with the Local Government 
Board and the auditor respecting the loan ? — It shall 
be supplied to you. 


Naas. 

March 19. 1S7T. 


NAAS. — March 19, 187 7. 

(Before Mr. Corbett.) 


Mr. William 
Samuel Gray. 


Mr. William Samuel Gray examined. 


1. You are town clerk of Naas? — Yes. 

2. How long have you been town clerk? — Since 
1861 — sixteen years. 

3. Naas is under the Towns Improvement Act ? — 
It is. 

4. What is the date the Towns Improvement Act 
was adopted? — Immediately after the passing of the 
Act in 1854. 

5. Was not Naas an old corporation previous to the 
Act of 1840 ?— It was. 

6. After the passing of the Act of 1840 did they 
adopt the Act of George IV. ? — No. 

7. Were there any commissioners appointed under 
the Act of 1840? — I could not say. I did not belong 
to tliis town myself at that tune. 

8. At the time of the passing of the Act of 1840, I 
understand from the report of the Municipal Commis- 
sioners in 1835, there was the remainder of a much 
larger property vested in the Corporation of that day? 
— So I understand, but I do not know it myself. 

9. What is the population of Naas ? — The popula- 
tion, according to the last census, was a little over 
3,000. 

10. 3,660, 1 see?— Yes. 

11. Is it an increasing population ? — Yes ; owing to 
the military being quartered here. We have a Brigade 
Depot here now, and that causes an increase. 

12. What is the ai-ea that is governed by the Town 
Commissioners ? — One mile and a half from the town- 
hall or old post-office. 

13. In each direction ? — Yes ; a radius of one mile 
and a half from the old post-office. 

14. Do you know what is the acreage included within 
the municipal boundary ? — No ; but I could tell by the 
valuation hooks. 

15. Have the Commissioners any income from real 
property at the present moment — any rent derived 
from it? — Do you mean from the markets ? 

16. No; any estate or landed property ? — They have 
not. 

17. Have the Commissioners a fair-green and town-, 
hall ? — Yes ; hut we pay rent for that. 

. 18. How are they held ? — We hold one fair-green 
from Government at the nominal rent of Is. a year. 
We are only yearly tenants. It was a moat belonging 
to Government ; and we have a sheep fair-green that 
we pay X18 a year for, and we have it sub-let, and 
receive tolls from it. 


19. Who do you hold that from? — From Miss 
Donohoe. 

20. Have you auy lease of that ? — We have a lease 
which, I think, is for thirty-one years, or three lives. 
We pay X18 a year for it, and receive X6 for letting 
and the tolls derived from the fails besides. 

21. Do you let the grass for X6 ? — We let the field — 
tsvo acres — from year to year to a tenant named Horan 
for X6, and he gives it up to us for the fairs. 

22. How many fairs are held in the year ? — There 
are thirteen fairs in the year, but it is mainly a fair 
every other month. 

23. Do you make any money on the ground that 
you hold at the nominal rent of Is. a year ? — We charge 
no tolls there ; it is an open fair. 

24. Do you sub-let that? — No, it is an inlet from 
the road. 

25. Is not the sheep fair let for grazing at £11 a 
year, as stated in the return made to me ? — It was 
formerly let at X6, and now at XI 1. 

26. And what clo the tolls bring in from the sheep 
fairs and cattle fairs? — The last audit it was £28 
14s. lOtf. 

27. A nil this year X28 7s. 0 id. ? — That is last year. 

28. Would between £25 and £30 be a fail- average? 
— I don’t tbink we ever went up to X30. 

29. £28 then ?— Yes. 

30. Is that from the sheep fair ? — Yes. 

3 1 . Besides that do you receive a considerable amount 
of tolls and dues in the market 1 — We do. 

32. Have you covered markets here ? — We have 
sheds. The markets are attached to the town-hall— 
the market-yards. 

33. And have you regular market tolls ? — W e charge 
so much according to the quantity weighed. 

34. Are the markets under an old patent? — Bo, 
they were established by the Commissioners themselves 
about twenty years ago. 

35. Established, you mean, under the Towns Im- 
provement Act ? — Yes. 

36. And have you a table of tolls 1 — We have a scale 
of tolls. 

37. What do the markets produce annually ? — -The 
potato market last year produced X18 6s. 9 \d., and the 
year before X25 ; the butter market X13 19s. 0^d. 1*® 
year, and XI 3 7s. 3 d. the year before; the ouncu 
£42 15s. last year, and X43 3s. 6 d. the year 
before. 
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38. Altogether they produced £75 Os. IOJcZ. last 
year, and ,£82 2s. the year before. Would that be a 
fair average! — It would be from £75 to £80 a year. 

39. Do you make a rate here every year! — Not 
every year. The last rate we struck was for the pur- 
pose" of making some repairs in the town hall, and the 
one before that was a burial rate, previous to the burial 
■'rounds being handed over. 

40. Last year you don’t seem to have made any rate 
at all? — We made a rate in 1876. 

41. That was for the current year ? — Yes. 

42. But not for the year last audited ? — No. 

43. And the year before you had a burial rate! — 
i'es. 

44. Did you collect that last year with the balance 
of the improvement rate made in 1873 or 1874 ? — Yes, 
there was a balance over. 

45. When was the last improvement rate made! — 
That was the last in 187 6. 

46. And was the one before that made in 1873 or 
1S74 ? — The rate made previous to that rate was 3rd 
December, 1873. 

47. Then you made no rate — no improvement rate 
— between the 3rd of December, 1873, and the one you 
made in 1876 ? — No. 

48. When did you make the improvement rate in 
1876 — the one now in course of collection? — It was 
made on the 19th April, 1876. 

49. That would be just at the close of your financial 
year? — Eleven days before the year was out, and none 
was collected before the last audit. 

50. How much in the pound was that? — One 
shilling on houses, and 3 d. on land. That is the ex- 
treme we could go to. 

51. Do you provide the town with water ? — Y es,we do. 

52. But have never exceeded Is. rate ? — No. 

53. What was the amount of the burial rate! — The 
burial rate was only 8 cl. 

54. Is Is. the amount you usually strike when you 
uo lay an improvement rate?— -The one in 1873 was 
only 8d. 

55. And the only other rate you made in the mean- 
time was the burial rate ? — Perfectly right. 

56. And was not that an 8 d. rate made in 1S74 
to enable the Commissioner’s to enclose the Abbey 
graveyard! — That was the one. 

57. Was that graveyard situate in the town, but 
since transferred to the Board of Guardians by the 
operation of the Irish Church Act! — Yes. 

58. Did that rate produce £139 4s. Id. ? — Yes. 

59. And of that amount did the auditor report 
.£135 18s. 6 d. had been collected and levied previous 
to the audit of 1875 ? — That is right. 

60. And the balance of £3 5s. Id. — was that de- 
clared by the Commissioners to be irrecoverable ? — Yes. 

61. So that rate was all cleared up ? — Yes. 

62. And no burial rate was made since 1 — No j we 
bad no power. It was on June 3rd, 1874, that rate 
was made. 

63. Has the whole of the improvement rate made 
in December, 1873, been cleared up! — It has, with 
about the same balance irrecoverable. 

64. Then you collected more than Mr. Finlay 
thought yon had done ? — Yes ; the difference is 
accounted for in another rate. There might have 
been some small sums not collected when he made 
that report. 

65. But has it been all cleared up since except this 
sum of £3 18s. ? — Yes ; .that was accounted for by 
some institutions in the town. 

66. Then the Is. rate that you made in April last, 
has that been collected f — It has. 

67. Within how much? — That account is not yet 
made up. 

68. I find it amounted to £211 16s. 3£d. ?— Yes. 
It will be about the same amount that will be irre-. 
coverable. The rate is virtually collected and the 
money paid into the office, but the balance-sheet is 
not yet made out. 

69. However, is it collected as closely as the one 
before?— It has been. 


9:i 

70. And has it been all paid in to the treasurer? — Naas. 

All paid into the bank. March ia, is"7. 

71. What is the system adopted by your collector? Mr 

Does he pay in weekly ? — There are some weeks he Samuel Gray, 
may not get more than a couple of pounds ; but he 
generally hands in the amount weekly. 

72. .Does he give a bond? — He does. 

73. With sureties? — With two sureties. 

7 4. Have you got the custody of that bond ? — I 
have. 

75. Have you got it here? — I have not. It is with 
my papers in the town hall. 

76. Are his instructions to lodge weekly? — If he 
has money he is required to do so. lie is bound to 
lodge weekly. I do not know if that is set out ; bub it 
is his custom. He has a receipt book and a block of 
the receipts, which he brings and reads out to me and 
then I put my initials to it. 

77. Do you compare the lodgments in the bank 
with the counterfoils of his receipts ? — He keeps one 
of those lodgment books, and in the block of that he 
gets it initialed. He is our rate collector and ouncil 
weigh-master, and his son is our market clerk. I give 
them a bank book to keep and they get the bank clerk 
to sign the block when making a lodgment, together 
with an entry of the amount lodged ; and then he 
brings this book to me and shows it to me. 

78. Is there any specified day for lodging ? — None 
•whatever. 

79. How often does he lodge in the case of the 
market ? — He shows his book every week ; and in the 
case of the rate, whenever he has anything worth 
while he lodges it. He may let it run on to £10 or 
£12 before lodging. 

80. How often do the Commissioners meet? — 

Monthly ; but there may be special meetings besides on 
special occasions. 

81. Are all his accounts as checked by you sub- 
mitted to the Commissioners every month ? — No ; only 
quarterly. 

82. Do the Commissioners only know the state of 
them quarterly ? — That is all. 

83. But he comes to account to you, yon say, prac- 
tically much oftener than once a month? — Yes ; oftener. 

When the money is coming in freely to him, he comes 
often to get rid of it. When Mr. M'Dermott came here 
first he disapproved of the way we kept the accounts, 
and instead of the mode of payment adopted for petty 
affairs, he suggested that the Commissioners sliordd 
give me at the beginning of the year a £10 cheque to 
defray incidental expenses. At the close of the year 
I relodge that cheque, and at the end of every quarter 
any sum I spend the Commissioners recoup me. In 
fact, I have a floating cheque for £10 in my pocket, 
and I account every quarter for it. 

84. How long has this collector been in office ? — I 
should say about six or seven years. 

85. And has he always collected his rates well and 
punctually ? — Oh, yes. In fact, this man is town ser- 
geant, collector, council clerk, and hall keeper. He 
resides in the Town hall, and his son is weigh-master. 

86. So that he and his son hold, in fact, all the 
offices under the Commissioners except what you hold 
yourself ? — Yes. 

87. What other receipts have the Commissioners 
besides this rate and these tolls and dues from the fail’s 
and markets ? — They have the fines and penalties im- 
posed in their own court, and a moiety from the petty 
sessions court now. 

88. What did they amount to last year? — £47 14s. 
lid. ■, being £43 7s. 5 d. received as fines and penalties 
imposed in the Commissioners' court, and £4 7s. 6 d. 
in the petty sessions court. 

89. Do you not also get the dog tax ? and how 
much does that amount to? — Yes ; £10 12s. 10 d. last 
year. 

90. And £10 11s. the year before. Do you not 
license hackney cars here ?— Yes ; we got £13 17s. last 
year from them. 

91. And £17 8s. the year before ? — The reason of 
that large amount was that there was a number of 
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them hanging over from the year before, and we sum- 
moned them and got in the license duty. 

92. Have the Commissioners always licensed hackney 
cars and drivers ? — Since I have been town clerk at all 
events. 

93. Do you not get some rents for the use of the town- 
hall 1 — We do. 

94. What do you let it for ? — We lot it for the hunt 
ball, and as a barracks for the constabulary during the 
Punchestown races, and wc also let it to the Bar 
during the summer and spring assizes, and for theatrical 
entertainments. 

95. Are the rents very fluctuating from the hall ? — 
Well, the ball is a certain annual thing ; but last year 
we had'nt the police. 

96. I see the receipts for the year before were con- 
siderably larger than for last year '1 — Because we had’nt 
the police last year nor the militia. They always re- 
quired it before for stores when they were training 
here ; but we hadn’t them last year. 

97. Do you hold the town-hall on lease ? — Yes ; but 
we pay £25 a year for it. 

98. Do you generally get a clear profit by it ? — We 
do. 

99. Who do you hold it from ? — Mr. De Burgh. 

100. On a long lease ? — It is a lease for ever, and 
there is a provision in it that for every £100 the Com- 
missioners pay they reduce the rent until they bring 
it to £5, but no lower. 

101. What sum have they paid off? — They are not 
going to bring it lower. They consider this a reason- 
able rent. 

102. Are they not bound to pay off? — No ; but if 
we had money to spare we would do it. 

103. And you say that no money has been paid off 
on account of it? — -Well, I was not town clerk when it 
was taken ; but I know none was paid — £25 was the 
original rent. 

104. But there was a provision in the lease that for 
every £100 you paid off you might reduce the rent 
until it came to £5 a year ? — Yes. 

105. Was the contribution from Government in lieu 
of rates on Government property, £4 8s. last year f — 
Yes. 

106. What is the meaning of gas receipts, 15s., in 
your account ? Have the Commissioners gasworks of 
then* own ? — No ; but Mr. Daniel rents the gasworks 
from the gas company, and we have a meter in the town- 
hall from Mr. Daniel, and then if any theatrical people 
come here we charge them for it. 

107. You charge them for the gas? — Yes. 

108. Who is Mr. Daniel ? — He lives in Mary-street. 
He is a gas engineer. He bought up the works, and 
rents them from the gas company. 

109. And is your contract for supplying gas with 
him ? — Yes. 

110. What is the Commissioner’s’ contract for supply- 
ing the public lamps ? — -It is -with Mr. Daniel, we have 
it at 7s. 6 d. per 1,000 cubic feet. 

111. Is that the same rate as is charged to private 
consumers ? — The same as private consumers. 

112. How many lamps are maintained ? — I think we 
have twenty-two or twenty-three. 

113. Are they lighted all the year round? — No ; 
only in the winter months — from the 21st of October 
until the 1st April. 

114. What does the gas generally come to in the 
year — last year I see it was £30 Is., and the year before 
£43 12s. 9 d. ? — Yes ; I think that is what it was. 

115. How was it so much more the year before? — 
We hadn’t it at the same rate. The Commissioners 
made a new agreement since. 

116. Who tests the burning? — We have two test 
meters and two lamps in the town hall, and the rest 
are returned according to these. 

117. Is Mr. Daniel’s agent the person who takes the 
test? — His collector comes down once a month. He 
has a pair of keys for the two meters in the town hall, 
and I have duplicate keys, cross keys, and he can’t go 
to the meter without me, and we both go over toge- 
ther, and we check them. 


118. Have you a check on him? — I have. 

119. We were at a place the other day where the 
town clerk was also secretary to the gas company?— 
Well, so am I here, but the gas company have no 
interest in it. 

120. Do the Commissioners clean or sweep the 
streets at all ? — No, we do not. 

121. Is that all done by the contractor under the 
Grand Jury? — Yes; the cleansing and watering of the 
streets. Some years ago we did it, but not latterly. 
The Commissioners used to get the streets cleaned, and 
the manure taken off used to be sold ; but they have 
not done so for years. 

122. Is any tiling left undone by the Grand Jury in 
the way of keeping the back lanes and places clean 
done here by the Board of Guardians through their 
nuisance inspector ? — They are supposed to do it, but 
they don’t. Nearly all the hack lanes of this town are 
under contract, and the road contractor looks after 
them. 

123. Do the Board of Guardians since they were 
appointed the rural sanitary authority under the Act 
of 1874, or does their sub-sanitary officer look after the 
sanitary state of the town ? — He does. He is our town 
sergeant as well. 

124. Then he knows the place well? — Thoroughly 
well. 

125. Are the places kept in good condition in the 
worst parts of the town ? — They are reported lately by 
the sanitary officer as being in a very bad condition. 

126. Have any steps been taken to improve their 
condition? — Yes; by direction of the Commissioners 
I wrote to the- Board of Guardians, and requested 
them to supply lime and brushes to the poor people, 
as we used to do. We used to supply them annually, 
or whenever they asked for it, with lime and brushes, 
and the inspector took a list of the parties who got 
them, and they l’eturued them. I wrote to the Board 
of Guardians about five weeks ago, and they directed 
their clerk to inquire what houses required it, and 
then it turned out that the Board considered it was 
the landlords of these houses that were bound to 
whitewash them for their tenants, and they made no 
order for lime or brushes, but said they would compel 
the landlord to have them whitewashed. 

127. Are these houses properly provided with 
sanitary conveniences — -have they privies or closets, 
and ashpits ? — There are 100 houses of that class in 
the town and I don’t suppose ten of them have such 
conveniences — in fact the guardians were taking steps 
to close them. 

12S. How is the town off for drainage? — Yery 
badly. 

129. I see there are a number of main sewers in 
the town? — There are, but the water-closets are all 
running into the surface sewers. 

130. Are they not connected with the main sewers? 
— No, not to my knowledge. The sewage is there; 
but there is no out-let from this particular main sewer. 
Some of the sewers run into a mill-race and find their 
way into an ornamental pond belonging to Mr. De 
Burgh, at Oldtown, and he is about taking an actiou 
against the guardians as the sanitary authority. 

131. May I take it that the drainage of the town 
is very imperfectly provided for? — The surface sewers 
are made by the Grand Jury at the side of the street 
to take the rain water — but the water-closets of the 
town run into these, and they are not more than 
eighteen inches deep and twelve inches wide. That I 
consider improper. 

132. How long has that been going on? — -Its going 

on from time to time. In some instances for over 
twenty years. , 

133. It was so there while the management of tne 

town was in the hands of the Town Commissioners? 
— Yes. _ 

134. Were no proper connexions ever made wita 

the main sewer ? — That sewer has no out-let that we 
could find. The Commissioners expended £40 on i 
years ago. . . , 

135. Was it made originally by the Commissioners 
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jj 0 • it has been a sewer connected with the old gaol, 

where the town hall stands at present. 

13G. Have all these matters been represented to 
the "ixardians 1 — They hail plans made by Mr. Brett, 
the county surveyor and their engineer. He made a 
plan for the drainage of the town and it came to such 
au immense sura — over .£5,000 or £6,000 — they did 
not like to enter into it. They have asked him to 
make more modified plans, but I do not know what 
the result of that will be. It is Mr. De Burgh’s notice 
to them that made them take this step now. 

137. What supply of water have you here? — I 
think it is very good — it is from pumps. 

138. Is it all from pumps '? — All the drinking water 
is, hub there are rivers close by. 

139. Do the Commissioners maintain those pumps ? 
— The Commissioners put them down. 

140. Did they maintain them until the passing of 
the .sanitary Act? — Yes, they put them down and 
maintained them up to that time. 

141. How many public pumps are there in Naas ? 
— Five, and one in the town hall yard. That one 
we reserve for ourselves. 

142. Is it a fact that the water has been analyzed 
by Dr. Cameron and condemned? — Some of thorn have. 
Nothing will induce the people to think they are bad 
though. 

143. When was it the water was analyzed? — Im- 
mediately after Dr. Cameron’s appointment. 

144. Were any of the pumps closed in consequence 
of his report ? — No. 

145. Did the people go on drinking the water from 
them? — They did. 

146. How many of these pumps were condemned ? 
—I think two or three. 

147. Did it make much impression on you ? — No. 
I sent water from my own pumps at the same time 
and I did not agree with him. 

148. And could not you he persuaded that the 
water was had ? — A lot of people sent for the water 
from the private pumps in my yard. 

149. And was that bad? — He said one was bad 
and that another that came from the same spring was 
good. 

150. Which did you like best yourself ? — I could 
not say. 

151. Do you use them both indiscriminately? — I 
do. The one in my printing yard he said was had, 
but the men don’t complain of it. 

152. Did you send a copy of Dr. Cameron’s report 
to the guardians who are now the sanitary authority ? 
— I do not know whether I have a copy of his report, 
but the sanitary inspector says he thinks he has. got 
the report. The sub-sanitary officer told me that he 
had made a written report to the medical officer in 
reference to the sewage from the closets being allowed 
to percolate through the soil into the water. 

153. But as a matter of fact were none of the 
pumps or wells closed in the town since that report ? 
— No ; we did not know where to get better water. 
There was a stream that the people of the town used 
to drink, or that the closet from the board-room of the 
work-house used to ran into. That water goes into 
a mill-race, and at one particular time there was a 
great deal of sickness among the people in that 
locality — more than in any other part of the 
town. 

154. Diarrhoea was it? — I don’t know what class of 
sickness it was, hut it was considered to arise from 
the use of this bad water ; and the Commissioner's 
called on the Board of Guardians to prevent the 
water-closets running into it which they did. They 
did away with the water-closet, and provided an 
earth closet in its place. 

155. How long ago was that? — Five or six years 
ago. 

156. "While the Commissioners had the sanitary 
authority? — Yes. There was a well also in the 
military barracks, and Colonel Spurgeon seut up a 
sample of the water to Dr. Cameron. The well was 
opened and it was found that sewers ran into the 
well 


157. "Was that closed ? — Oh yes ; Colonel Spurgeon Naas. 

Closed that. March 10, 1877 

158. By whose order's? — The Government’s. I Mr. William 
have got the report Dr. Cameron made on the water Samuel' Gray, 
from the public pumps. Here it is — 

“ Dublin School of Medicine, Peter-strcet I have examined 
nine specimens of water from Naas, and the table on the other side 
shows the results arrived at. They are all very indifferent speci- 
mens. No. 3, is the worst ; next No. 2 ; then No. 4. Nos. 1, 6, 
and 9 are about equal. Nos. 7 and 8 are least dangerous, so far 
as organic matter is concerned (but No. 7, is unfit for use, owing 
to the large amount of solid matter which it contains). I cannot 
speak favourably of these waters as a whole, as the large quantities 
of nitrogen compounds contained in them plainly show that they 
are derived from polluted sources. Charles A. Cameron, Analyst 
for the county Kildare.” 


159. That was written before the passing of the 
Public Health Act ?— Yes. 

160. Did the Commissioners take action on that by 
closing any of the wells? — No. 

161. Was a copy of that report handed over to the 
guardians ? — -1 am sure it was not. 

162. Will you take care to have a copy furnished 
to them now? — I will. No. 1 pump alluded to in 
that report was the town hall pump, which was not a 
public pump ; No. 2 was Poplar-hill pump, that was a 
public pump ; No. 3 was the Dublin-road pump, 
another public pump ; No. 4 the Sallins-road pump, 
another public pump j No. 5 a pump on the sheep fair- 
green, a public pump ; No. 6 New-row well ; and No. 7 
was the one in the military barracks, which he says was 
worst of all. Since that report was made, the Com- 
missioners got a flag placed over No. 3 pump well, and 
since then the water has been greatly improved. 

163. We will now go to the expenses. You have 
no sanitary expenses now ? — No. 

164. Your principal item of expense now is for 
salaries, £83 17s. 4<?., and £90 5s. 8 cl. the year before, 
of which £30 was your salary ? — Yes. 

165. £37 to the weigh-masters — father and son? 
—Yes. 

166. What salary have they each ? — The son has 
£20 a year as clerk in the butter and potato market, 
and the father as ouncil clerk in the street, £17. 

167. Is not the father also your collector? — Yes. 

168. What does he receive as collector ? Is he paid 
by salary ? — He is paid by fees. 

169. By poundage? — Yes. 

170. What poundage does he get? — Sometimes 
9 J,, and sometimes Is. As an inducement the Com- 
missioners sometimes tell him that if lie has the 
collections in by a certain date, they will give him an 
increased poundage. 

171. Was the poundage fixed at the time of his ap- 
pointment and stated in the bond? — It is fixed at the 
time he gets his warrant, and it is recited in it. 

172. Is 9<2. the sum now ?— I am sure it is. 

173. Yes. He collected £17S the year before, and 
I see by what he received, that the poundage could not 
have been more than 9 i. Does he not hold some 
other office besides ? — Yes ; town sergeant. 

174. What does he get as town sergeant? — £10 a 
year, and his son, for the £20 he receives as clerk of 
the butter and potato market, acts as clerk to the 
sheep fair-green as well, and receives the tolls at the 
gate. There is a small toll of a halfpenny on each 
sheep going in and the son receives that money. 

175. There are I see market porters too. Are these 
the only officers in your employment? — That is all. 

176. Are they paid weekly? — I pay them every 
Saturday. They bring me over a docket from the 
weigh-master, and I pay them on that. 

177. It is a fluctuating amount I see you pay them 1 

.Yes ; we only keep one porter now, as we find it 

sufficient for our owu purposes, and whenever we want 
additional hands occasionally there are always lots of 
fellows hanging about who are always willing to earn. 

178. What do you pay the market porters ? — Is. 4 d. 


179. Has the town sergeant an annual uniform ' 

®. 

180. Do you give £5 3s. GiZ. a year for that? — It 


does not cost that every year. 


O 2 
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Haas. 181. It cost that amount last year ? — Yes ; but we 

March 19, is::, got a contract tliis year for £5. 

— 182. Printing, stationery, and advertising lost year 

Samuel Gray, cost £14 ISs. 7J., which appears only half what it cost 
the year before ! — There were two years put in the 
year before. 

183. Then would £15 a year be a fair average for 
that ? — It is generally less ; £ 1 4 would be a fair average. 

184. What are the election expenses entered in your 
list ? — In case we have a contest there are some small 
expenses attending, and the returning officer is allowed 
his expenses. 

185. Are you the returning officer 1 — No ; the chair- 
man is the returning officer and polling clerk. 

186. You had apparently a contest last year, and 
the expense amounted to £6 15s. Sd. ? — Yes. 

187. Did you pay the auditor five guineas last year, 
and four guineas the year before ! — Yes ; but since the 
year before the Local Government Board made an 
alteration in the scale and sent us a circular. 

188. The rent and taxes for the town-hall and Pair- 
green come to a good sum — £48 12s. 5i d. last year, 
and £4S 15s. the year before. Then you have a large 
sum for repairs of the town-hall last year — £105 12s. ? 
— That was only portion of a contract for £200. 

189. Was that a balance ? — No, that was an instal- 
ment. The balance has been paid since. That is what 
the improvement rate was struck for. To meet that 
we had a surplus on hand, and the Commissioners 
struck a rate. 


190. Last year you began with a balance in your 
favour of £61 19s. lid., and you ended the year with 
a balance due to the bank of £25 4s. lid. ; then find- 
ing you had not sufficient funds you struck a rate for 
the current year. Will that give you a good balance at 
the end of the year? — No, the contract is large; but 
we won’t be in debt. 

191. You charge I see for fuel for the town-hall 
£3 18s., and £7 14s. for incidentals. What were they? 
— They are small payments. 

192. Were they all submitted to the auditor ? — Yes • 
and passed by Mr. Finlay. 

193. What was the disallowance of one guinea by 
Mr. Finlay in respect of? — In reference to the auditor's 
fees, Mr. Finlay said that was a monstrous charge to 
make on the town. He comes down here and audits 
the Union accounts at the Same time as ours, and he 
thought that a monstrous charge to put on the town. 

194. Bub this disallowance — what was that for?— 
For the attendance of the cleik of the union with his 
books. The chairman for the time being thought it 
was necessary to have the clerk of the union present 
with his books. There was a clause in the Towns 
Improvement Act that required his attendance, but 
since that was passed, it appears he is not required to 
attend. But at any rate the Chairman took it on 
himself to bring him up, and Mr. Finlay disallowed 
the amount. Since then the clerk of the union has 
been speaking about it to Mr. Finlay, and he says be 
will look more fully into the matter. 


Dr. Hayes 


Dr. Hates, Town Commissioner, examined. 


195. Previous to the Act of 1840, were not the 
Corporation possessed of a considerable amount of 
property? — Yes, I always understood so. 

196. That was what the Commissionei-s reported in 
1835 — that the remnant of a much larger property, 
producing £322 17s. 7 \d. a year, was vested in the 
old Coi-poration ? — Yes. 

197. It was doubtful, they said, whether property 
amounting to over £500 a year was not ; but at all 
events property and the amount I have mentioned 
was. Was not that just about to be granted in fee- 
farm to the Lord Mayo of that day? — Just about a 
year before the Act passed, it was intended to be 
granted ; but the deed was never executed. 

198. Therefore it remained iu the hands of the 
Corporation, and what I understand is that this 
property had been let to trustees, for the purpose of 
supporting a Protestant Orphan Society, but the in- 
formation I have before me from the to urn clerk, does 
not tell when that lease was granted. Mr. Finlay, 
who mentioned it before the House of Commons, said 
it was about 1S40 the assignment was made ?— -The 
transfer took place on the 19th of November, 1S35. 

199. It was long then before the Municipal Act of 
1840 was passed, abolishing the old Corporation? — 
Yes, the transfer took place on the 19th November 
1835, and was between the sovereign, the burgesses, 
and Corporation of Naas, of the first part ; the Eight 
Honorable John Bourke, Earl of Mayo, of the second 
part ; and Walter Burgh, Arthur J. Preston, Hercules 
Kobmson, Eichard Bourke, and Ponsonby Moore, 
of the third part. 

200. Were they the trustees? — Yes, these gentle- 
men were appointed as trustees by the said Earl of 
Mayo. First the Corporation agreed to make over 
the property to the Earl of Mayo, but that deed was 
never perfected. 


201. Was it to be a fee-fann grant at £12 a year? 
— Exactly. 

202. And the deeds were drawn but were never 
engrossed or executed? — Never. This property was 
held by letters patent from James I. First there 
was a grant by Elizabeth. 

203. Have you got the deed there ? — I have a copy 
of it. 

204. Does that recite under what authority that 
grant was made ? — It does. It first recites the grant 
of James I. to the Sovereign and Corporation of 
Naas. The Corporation held first under Queen 


Elizabeth’s charter, and then when James I. came to 
Ireland he called on all the towns to surrender to hhn 
their property, and he made a regrant of it to them in 
a few days after. 

205. By what authority did the Corporation trans- 
fer this property ? — “ Whereas as the several members 
of the said Corporation at a meeting properly called 
and held for the purpose on the 29th September, 1832, 
resolved that a fee-farm grant for ever of the several 
lauds and premises comprised in certain letters patent 
of King James I., bearing date the 2nd day of May, 
1609, excepting, however, and reserving thereout the 
certain lands and premises mentioned and comprised 
in a certain fee-fann grant from the Corporation to 
the said Bourke, Earl of Mayo (grandfather of the 
present Earl), be executed and approved by this Cor- 
poration unto the said Earl of Mayo and his assigns, 
subject to the yearly rent of £4 ; and whereas the 
said Earl of Mayo agreed to accept the said fee-farm 
grant, but no deed has been executed.” Then it goes 
onto transfer the property to the other trustees jointly, 
and he accepts the trust, signing the deed himself. 

206. This deed recites that the Earl of Mayo called 
on the Corporation in pursuance of that resolution, 
and that they agreed to hand over this property for 
the benefit of the children of deceased Protestant 
parents, the children in the town of Naas to be always 
considered in preference if there were enough of them! 
— Yes ; but that is not adhered to. There are English 
children on the list. 

207. They were to pay a yearly rent of £12, hut 
that does not appear to have been paid since ? — There 
is a portion of it paid to the palish church of Nans. 
You will see that £9 of it was for the repair of the 
parish church of Naas. 

208. I see nothing about the sum of £12 here being 

paid to any other party. The resolution is that it 
should be paid to the Corporation, and they are now 
represented by the Commissioners? — The grant was 
on condition of “ paying thereout to his said Majesty, 
his heirs and successors, £4.” ., 

209. That you believe to have been always paw 
since, together with that £9 to the parish church 
It was paid up to 1873 any way. 

210. In point of fact did the Commissioners g® 1 
nothing out of these lands of Magdalen? — Not a 
farthing. The deed first recites all the houses an 
lands made over to Lord Mayo, with remainder to the 
trustees. 
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211. And -were these lands made over to a previous 
Lord Mayo, grandfather of the present Lord Mayo ? — 

^ 212. There was a small rent paid by him. What 
became of that 1 — I don’t know. 

213. The extract I made from the Commissioners’ 
report was that a valuable portion of this property was 
■-ranted in fee-farm at the annual rent of a few pounds, 
but the Commissioners do not mention how much? — No. 

214. Mr. Tracy (Chairman of the Town Commis- 
sioners).— I have been told by some of the old inhabi- 
tants that at the time this transfer took place the 
people took the opinion of Daniel O’Connell, and ho 
said that the deed could not be broken except by a 
special Act of Parliament. 

215. Dr. Hayes . — By the letters patent of James 
I. it is left to the Corporation and their- successors for 

^216. Chairman (to Witness). — In point of fact, 
then, this property which the Commissioner's reported 
upon in 1835 was, in a few years after their report was 
made, transferred to this society, and the inhabitants 
lost the benefit of it entirely ?— Yes. 

217. Is the condition that the poor children of 
parents resident in Naas should have priority not 
complied with by the society ? — There would not be 
sufficient Protestant orphan children to fill the place. 

218. But are the orphan children of Naas who claim 
to be maintained by the society first provided for in 
the orphanage 1 — If they applied they would. There is 
no doubt the gentlemen connected with it are first class. 

219. But do you mean that Naas orphan children 
hare been ever refused ? — Not at all. 

220. Where is this orphanage? — In Naas. They 

meet in this room. _ 

221. How many children are there in it? — I don’t 
know. 

222. Do you know who it is managed by? — Yes ; 
the Rev. Maurice De Burgh, Mr. Moore, of Kilshee, 
Mi-. Barton, of Straffan, and Baron Robeck. 

223. Do you know if there were any other lands at 
that time belonging to the Corporation? — None other 
except what was made over by fee-farm grant to the 
former Lord Mayo. 

224. The same resolution recites that the Corpora- 
tion at that time proposed to grant in fee-fai-m for 
ever the markets and fairs of Naas at .£9 15s. 5 d. a 
year to Lord Mayo. That was not done, of course, for 
you have them now? — We have them now. 

225. But was it not agreed at that meeting on the 
29th September, 1832, to grant this property to Lord 
Mayo, and, furthermore, was it not proposed to also 
grant him the fairs and markets at Naas at £9 15 s. 
5d. a year? — I don’t know whether that was ever done. 
There is nothing about it in the deed. 


226. Do you know whether there were any tolls or Naas. 
fees receivable by the Corporation beyond what is re- Marc h m, is7T. 
ceived now ? — Certainly. I recollect the tollmen re- D) j 
ceiving or collecting at what was called the custom-gap, 

just above the hotel. 

227. What you receive now are not old tolls ? — No ; 
we have no tolls. The horses or cattle pay nothing, and 
the sheep only half a penny ; and that is merely to pay 
the ground rent ; but we have no tolls. In the potato 
and butter market there are no fees except for- 
weighing. 

228. But there were certain tolls which were payable 
to the old Corporation of Naas, which, I presume, were 
handed over to the Lord Mayo of that time — for in- 
stance, “ a year’s rent, £9 15s. 5 d." I want to know 
what became of that .£9 15s. 5d. 1 — I don’t know. 

229. There is no notice in the account of it. Do 
you know whether Lord Mayo receives any tolls ? — He 
does not. 

230. Are there no tolls levied in Naas now? — No. 

231. Do you know under what patents these tolls 
were levied by the old Corporation? — No, except by 
old charters. 

232. Have you no records about it ? — No. 

233. Was ever any opinion taken with regard to 
this property except Mr. O’Connell’s ? — No ; at the 
time of the occurrence there was great dissatisfaction 
in Naas. I know the people met and the Rev. Gerald 
Doyle, p.p., took an active part in it, and took some 
opinions, but I don’t know what they were. 

234. Chairman (to Mr. Tracy ). — Did you ever see 
Mr. O’Connell’s opinion on the case submitted to him ? 

— No ; but I have that from two opposite quarters, so 
it must be true. 

235. What was the necessity of expending the 
money you got in as the result of the burial rate ? — 

The place was in a most disgraceful state, with no 
fence around it, and it was for the poor people of the 
town of Naas it was intended as a burial ground. The 
occupiers of the udjoining ground used to have in 
cattle trespassing on it and the poor people complained 
of the desecration ; and the Commissioners being then 
the burial board served the usual notice on the land- 
lord of the place to enclose it within six months and as 
he did not do it, then the Commissioners did it, un- 
fortunately, for in nine months afterwards it was 
handed over to the Poor Law Guardians under the 
Irish Church Act. That was the cause of the outlay. 

236. As you expended £135 13s. 6d. upon it, I 
suppose it was put into good condition. TIow. was it 
enclosed? — Nothing more than a good substantial wall 
built round it under the direction of the county sur- 
veyor at the time, who got his fees on it. It is now 
with the Poor Law Guardians and they have appointed 
their sanitary inspector superintendent of the place. 


Mr. James Sammon examined. 


237. Are you the town sergeant and collector ? — Y es. 

23 S. And were you the sanitary officer before the 
Town Commissioners ceased to act as the sanitary au- 
thority? — Sub-sanitary officer. 

239. Are you sub-sanitary officer now to the Guar- 
dians? — Yes. 

240. I understand you made a report to the Guar- 
dians upon the very bad condition of the drainage of 
the town? — I did. 

241. You made the report to the sanitary officer — 
the dispensary doctor ? — I did. 

242. And has that been reported to the Guardians ? 
— It has. 

243. When was that report made ? — There was a 
report lately — within the last week — about a sewer in 
the street ; but it is twelve months or more since I re- 
ported first. 

244. Did you make two or only one report to them ? 
— I made different reports about different parts ; but 
the last one was about a sewer in the street. The 
general drainage of the town I reported on twelve 
months ago. 

245. Was anything done by the Guardians to 


remedy the bad defects reported on twelve months ago ? 
—There was, The drains in the streets were opened 
and the sewage taken out. Contracts were taken for 
it, and I was to see they were properly cleared out.. 

246. Did your report refer to the surface drains 

being stopped up? — Yes. - 

247. Have you reported that none of the houses in 
the limes in the town of Naas have closets or ashpits ? 

Yes ; several times. I gave a report to the doctor, 

and I took down the condition of every house in the 
town of Naas. 

248. Do you know whether the Poor Law Guardians 
were ever made aware of Dr. Cameron’s report on the 
state of the water 1 — I could not exactly tell the truth 
as to that ; but I think it was under the Commissioners 
notice. I gave a report to the doctor about the water. 
During the time I am appointed under the Guardians 
there was no report made on the water. __ 

249. No ; the report was made in 1874 or 1875 at 
the request of the Commissioners ; but I want to know 
whether the Board of Guardians ever saw that report, 
or were made aware of it? — I can’t tell. 

250. Is it not a fact that the sewage from the closets 
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Waas. of the houses run clown the surface drains, and does 
March i», is?*, not go into the main drains ? — It runs down the surface 
Mr. Jaluea drains. 

Summon. 251. And over that into the road ? — No, it runs 

into the surface drains or sewer under the surface 
drain, and then goes in that covered drain, at this 
encl of the town, until it goes to the canal and joins 
the sewage from the gaol. Then from the other end 
of the town, at the town hall, it goes the other way. 
But in this end it goes down to the basin, and on to 
the canal ; hut from the town hall clown it goes into 
the sewer and into the stream down the other waj'. 

252. Did you draw the attention of the Commis- 
sioners to a sewer outside the court-house last week? — 
Yes ; that is the one I reported on. 

253. Is that a paved drain? — No, nothing but a 
gravelled bottom, walled with lime aud sard, and 
covered with lime and sand. 

254. Is there anything to prevent the overflow 
filtering into the ground f— Nothing to prevent it suck- 
ing down into the ground ; but the surface sewer is 
paved over that. 

255. Is that surface drain running in close proximity 
to any well or pump? — It does. It runs down to the 
canal, and passes a well the people use at about ten 
perches on one side of it. 

25 6. Has all that been reported within the last week 
to the Guardians ? — It was reported. This drain here 
where it opened at the court-house. 


257. You are collector for the last six years ?— Yes 
of the town rate. 

258. Do .you collect the dues of the market as wei«h- 
master ? — Yes. 

259. How often do you pay the money you receive 
to the treasurer ? — Sometime I lodge the ouneil money 
cveiy month, just as my son sends it to me. 

260. Do you account every Saturday to the town 

clerk for what you receive during the week? My sou 

settles every Saturday for the markets. If I receive 
£10 or £20 in a day I lodge it at once. 

261. You never keep any cash exceeding £20 in 

your hands over a week, or so long ? — No, I do not 

to my recollection I never kept it at all. 

262. Do you get rid of the money as fast as you can? 
— I do. 

263. How closely have yon collected the present- 
rate ? — I think there is £4 or £5 — it may be less — not 
collected ; debts that could not he collected. 

264. You collected all that could he collected? 

265. What is your system — do you show your rate 
book to the town clerk or the Commissioners, and 
them to certify that the balance cannot be collected ?- 
Yes, that is the way. I go before the Commissioners 
when I want to get paid, and produce a list of the 
collected and uncollected rate. 

266. And with regard to this last shilling rate, have 
you collected all that could be collected? — I did. 


Mr. F.benezer 
Malloy. 


Mr. Ebenezer Molloy examined. 


2G7. Are you secretary to the Protestant Orphan 
Society ? — I am. 

268. We understand that so long hack as 1835 the 
old Corporation of Naas and the then Lord Mayo ex- 
ecuted a deed by which a property, the rents of which 
were £322 a year, was conveyed to trustees for the 
benefit of orphans of Protestant parents subject to the 
payment of £12 a year— is that so?— Subject to the 
2 >ayment of £12 a year ? 

269. Yes?— It was conveyed in fee-farm to the 
trustees of the Protestant Orphan Society ; but I am 
not aware of any annual payment of £12. 

270. Is 19th November, 1S35, the date of the deed? 
—1839 I think was the date of the deed ; but I speak 
from memory only. 

271. Have you the custody of the deed? — I have 
not at present. 

272. There was a copy of it produced, and it was 
dated in 1835, which would make all the difference ? 
— I could not tell the date from memory. 

273. You have not the deed ? — I have not. It’s in 
the possession of the solicitor to the trustees at present. 

274. Does he live in Naas? — No, in Dublin. 

275. Could you get it for me, inasmuch as if it was 
1839 that would be subsequent to the Act against the 
alienation of corporate property ?— I am speaking from 
memory, and could not tell the date. If I had known 
you jwould be here I would have made myself up on it. 

276. Can you tell what the rents are that are re- 
ceived now from the property ? — £320 odd. 

277. What benefit do the inhabitants of Naas o- e t 
for this ? — It was left for the support of destitute Pro- 
testant children. 

278. How many children are maintained in the 
orphanage ? — Thirty-five at present. 

279. And how many of these are Naas children ?— 
1 could not tell. I don’t think there are any Naas 
children there at present. 

., 280- Supposing there was only one vacancy, and 
that a Naas child was a candidate for admission, and - 
that there was another child from another part of Ire- 
tlie Naas get the preference ? — I 
don t think they would receive any children out of the 
county Kildare. 


281. Is the orphanage confined to the county Kil 

dare?— It is. J 

282. Is it true that at present there are Englisl 
children there ? — I heard that, bnt it is a random state 
ment. Whoever made that statement made it unde - 
a mistake. 


283. Do you believe the trustees confine it to chil- 
- dren horn in the county Kildare ? — Unquestionably. 

284. Are there any children there now born of 
English parents 1— Children horn in the county Kil- 
dare. 

285. Supposing now in the case of a soldier who 
only had a temporary residence in the county Kildare, 
but had a child born here, and that he afterwards died 
in India, would that bring the child under the rules of 
the society? — Certainly not; but if the mother was 
still living in Kildare when the husband died in India 
the child might have a claim. The case alluded to 
was that of a coachman to the Marquis of Drogheda, 
who died lately. His wife and child were both born 
in this county, and the child is in. 

2S6. Is the orphanage full ? — The children are given 
out to nurse ; there is no orphanage. 

_2S7. What is the nature of the institution? — The 
children are given out to nurse. 

28S. How can they spend £320 a year in that way ? 
— They pay £8 a year, I think, for them. 

2S9. £8 for each child? — £7 for some and £8 for 
others. When they are with the parent they allow 
£7, and when they are not £S. 

290. In fact, this is a subsidy for putting children 
out to nurse? — Yes ; but they are under the surveil- 
lance of the clergyman of the parish, and have to be 
certified as being fairly attended to every half year, aucl 
they are brought in here as well. 

291. Have you any income except this £320 a year ? 
— None whatever. 

292. It appears there was a grant to Lord Mayo of 
some tolls belonging to the then Corporation, and I 
want to know do you receive anything from any tolls I 
Nothing whatever. 

293. Or from any other source? — Or from any 
other source. There is tithe-rentcharge, quit-rent, and 
many other things to come out of the payment - to the 
Protestant church at Naas; £9 for repairs of the 
Protestant church. 

294. Up to what age are the children kept out at 
nurse ? — Up to fifteen years, and then they are appren- 
ticed to a trade. They get a fee of £8. 

295. How long are you secretary? — I think about 
two and a half years. 

296. Have there been any Naas children under 
charge of the trustees during these two years and a 
half? — Yes, there was one. 

297. Only one? — Only one, that had been with its 
mother in Naas, but it is since dead. 
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DROGHEDA. — Wednesday, March 21, 1877. 

(Before Mr. Corbett and Mr. Lawless, q.c.) 

Mr. J ames Killeen, Town Clerk, examined. 


Drociieda. 
March 21 . 187" 

Mr. Jama, 
Killecu. 


1. Chairman. — How long hare you been town 
clerk l — Since 4tli November, 1807. 

2. Your duties are those prescribed under the 
Municipal Corporations Act of 1840? — Yes. 

3. Have you adopted the Towns Improvement Act 
here? — Yes, since January, 1855. 

4. Has any rate ever been made under that Act? — 
There was a rate, I believe, made in 1S56 ; but there 
is a member of the. Council here, who knows more 
about the matter than I do. 

5. That was before you were town clerk? — Long 
before it. 

6. I understand that that rate was contested and led 
to so much expense that the Corporation has never 
laid another lute since 1 — They have not. 

7. What does the Corporation consist of? — Twenty- 
four members — eighteen councillors, and six aldermen, 
who are elected by wards. 

8. How many wards are there 1 — Three. 

9. Can you tell me the number of burgesses, the 
rateable value, and the population of each of these 
wards ? — The names of the wards are : — Fair-gate, 
Laurence’s-gate, and West-gate. 

10. Can you give me the valuation of these wards 
separately ? — I cannot ; but there is a gentleman here 
who can do so. 

11. Give me the number of burgesses in each ward? 
— In Fair-gats Ward there are S4 ; in West-gate 
Ward there are 94 ; and in Laurence’s-gate Ward 130. 

12. Has Laurence’s-gate Ward the largest popula- 
tion as well as the largest number of burgesses? — I 
think it is the richest ward of the three ; and has, I 
think, the largest population as well as the largest num- 
ber of burgesses, but I am not exactly certain as to that. 

13. Yon may not be able to give us the population 
of each ward, but you will the rateable value ? — I 
cannot give you the population, but I will give you 
the rateable valuation. 

14. What is the area compi'ised within the munici- 
pal boundary? — The engineer lias the return of the area. 

15. It is much has, I believe, than it used to be ? — 
Oh, much less. 

16. The parliamentary boundary, I believe, is 5,760 
acres ? — Yes. 

17. And was the municipal boundary originally the 
same ? — It was originally. 

IS. But since the Act of 1840, it has been reduced 
very considerably? — Very much. I think there are 
only about 450 acres now. 

19. Are the wards the same as they were set out in 
the Act of 1840 ? — Just the same. 

20. They have been changed in many places, and I 
wished to know if they had been changed here ?— ‘ They 
have not. 

21. The boundaries are those fixed by the Municipal 
Corporations Act of 1840? — Precisely. The three wards 
were set out in the schedule of that Act, and have not 
been changed since. 

22. Mr. Lawless. — Wasn’t there a redistribution 
of the wards here in 1853 ? — No. 

23. Are you sure of that? — I am quite certain of it. 

24. Chairman. — I gather from Thom, that your 
population is a decreasing one — that it has decreased 
at each census ? — I think it has been decreasing. 

25. I suppose I may take these figures as correct. 
In 1851, your population was 16,843; in 1861, 14,740, 
and in 1871, 13,510?— Yes. 

26. Has your population been increasing or decreas- 
ing since 1871 ?— I rather think it is now increasing. 

27. Is the mayor elected from the aldermen and 
councillors indiscriminately, or from the aldermen 
alone ? — From the entire Council. 

28. And the election of mayor does not, I suppose, 
create a vacancy in the twenty-four who comprise the 
Corporation? — No. 


29. Does the mayor receive a salai’y ? — He does ; a 
very small one of .£150 a year. 

30. What offi cers have you in the Corporation besides 
j'ourself and the treasurer ? — There is the engineer. 

31. Is there, irrespective of the hank, a treasurer 
who receives your vents ? — There is a treasurer ap- 
pointed under the Corporate Act, who receives our 
rents, and lodges them in the bank to the credit of 
the borough fund. The account is kept at the bank 
with the borough fund. 

32. Are the cheques on that fund drawn by the 
members of the Corporation or ly the treasurer? — 
They are drawn by the Corporation, signed by the 
treasurer, and countersigned by me as town clerk. 
(Copy account of Hibernian Bank with borough fund 
produced.) 

33. Give me the names of your officers and the 
salaries? — The Mayor has a salary of £150; the 
treasurer a salary of £100 ; the town clerk, £80, and 
£10 as executive sanitary officer. 

34. Do you hold no other office ? — No. 

35. Has the engineer £100 a year? — Yes. 

36. And how much lias the sergeant-at-mace and 
court-keeper 1 — £54 10s. The mace-bearer has 
£32 10s., a portion of which is for liis services as 
sub-sanitary officer, for which he gets £5 a year, and 
it makes his salaiy £32 10s. 

37. Amongst your officers I see a bellman and care- 
takers — what are the salaries of these ? — The bellman 
has a salary of £10 a year, and as to the caretakers, 
one is caretaker of the mayoralty rooms, and the 
otliGV of the fish-market. The salaries of the two 
caretakers amount to £33 12s. St l. 

38. Have you a consulting sanitary officer ? — Yes. 

39. What does he receive 1 — £10. 

40. And the dispensary doctors are ex-officio sani- 
tary officers ? — Yes, blit they are paid by tlie Poor 
Law Guardians. 

41. Are these all the officers you have? — All the 
officers. 

42. Do you clothe any of these men ? — Yes ; you 
will find in the accounts, “ Clothing for the town- 
sergeant and watchmen, £17.” 

43. Is the sergeant-at-mace the town sergeant? — 
He is. 

44. What are these watchmen? — There are six 
watchmen set down in the accounts as “ Watch estab- 
lishment.” 

45. Have you these watchmen to assist the con- 
stabulary here?— Yes. 

46. What are they paid? — Five of them are paid 
12s. a week, and one, who is a kind of superintendent 
over them, is paid 14s. a week. 

47. Their duties are, I suppose, those of night- 
watching only ? — For night-watching only. 

48. The receipts of the Corporation, I believe, 
emanate almost exclusively from real property ? — Yes. 

49. What is the total of your rental? — About 
£3,300. 

50. I see by the last year’s account, audited up to 
the 31st August, 1876, that your receipts were 
£3,233 9s. 9 £<f. 1— Yes. 

51. Is £3,316 the amount of yoto entire rental? — 
Yes. 

52. Arising from 348 holdings ? — Yes. 

53. Does that comprise the whole ? — Yes. 

54. The great bulk of these small holdings, I 
suppose, are tenements in the town ? — They are. 

55. Can you tell how much is in the county Meath, 
how much in the county Louth, and how much in the 
county of the town of Drogheda ? — The engineer will 
be better able to give you that information. 

56. Except the rate to 'which you have referred, no 
rate has been made since you became town clerk ? — » 
No. . 
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Drogheda. 57. Anri you liave not, I believe, ever made a 
March 2 i, 1S7J. borough rate ? — Never. 

, r ' — 58. Have you made a sanitary rate since 1S74? — 

Mr. James * 

59. In fact no rate at all 1 — No. 

60. Then is this £3,711, which constitutes your 
receipts for the year, principally derived from your 
property, from the public cranes, and the sessional 
fines, except the payment from the bridge committee, 
which was an exceptional receipt? — Yes; but I 
should mention that we do not get the dog-tax. The 
county treasurer gets that. 

61. What are these public cranes to the receipts of 
which you are entitled, and under what authority are 
these tolls levied ? — They are not tolls — they are mere 
dues, which are set up annually to public auction. 

62. Do the Corporation set the cranes annually by 
public auction ? — Yes. 

63. What were they let for last year? — £150. 
They are let to the highest bidder. 

61. Is £150 the average yon get for them per 
annum? — We have got more for them for the last 
three or four years than we did previously. Some 
years they were let for £70 or £S0, but now the 
, letting has come up to £150. 

65. Is that, then, the highest? — It is the highest. 

66. Haveyou no public markets? — None, other than 
these markets. 

67. And there are no tolls from any markets ? — 
No ; they were abolished years ago. 

68. Have you no public or covered markets belong- 
ing to the Corporation? — We have the com market, 
but that comes under the head of the cranes. 

69. Haye you none in which rents from stalls or 
shambles, or anything of that kind, ai-e received by the 
Corporation ? — No ; we receive no rents other than 
the cranes — in fact we pay a rent for the fish-market 
and the hay-market of £60 per year. 

70. Mr. Lawless. — Do you derive anything from 
that? — Yes, portion of the craneage comes out of that. 

71. Chairman'. — Do you weigh the hay and straw ? 
— No, the farmer does. 

72. Last year I see you received £92 10s. 5 cl, on 
account of the petty sessions and court fines 1 — Yes ; 
that was for two quarters ending 31st August, 1876. 

73. For some time before you had not, I believe, 
received any fines ? — We had "not. 

74. In consequence of your attention having been 
called to the matter by Mr. Collot, I believe you made 
an application for these fines? — Yes; we submitted a 
case to counsel, and by his direction made an applica- 
tion to the magistrates at petty sessions, and the clerk 
was ordered to pay us the fines (except the fines for 
licenses and deserters) on behalf of the borough fund. 

. 75. Do not you receive the fines from the mayor’s 
court 1 — We receive all the fines of the mayor’s court 
now. 

7 6. Did not you receive them before ? — Never. 

77. The only other receipts appearing in the last 
year are £8 2s. 6 d. from the Government, half salaries 
of the sanitary officers, and £2 for gas of the mayoralty 
rooms ? — Yes. 

78. That made your total receipts £3,711 9s. 7 ^d., 
exclusive of the balances brought forward by the 
treasurer from the preceding year amounting to 
£149 3s. lOd. 1— Yes. 

79. Making the total receipts £3,860 13s. 5 kd.%— 
Yes. 

80. Do you receive any portion of the corporate 
income yourself?— I do not. 

81. Are not the fines paid to you ? — No ; they are 
lodged by the clerk of petty sessions himself to the 

. credit of the borough fund account. 

82. What are the charges on the corporate pro- 
perty-have you any debt outstanding? — Yes; the 
£9**40 Q lm0Un * i C ^ al ^ es on cor P 01 ' a te property is 

83. Are these secured by mortgage? — There are six 
of them by bond, and the first of them on the list is 
for £5,000 due to Mr. Thomas Plunkett Cairnes. 

84. At what interest ?— Four and a half per cent. 


S3. How long ago, and in respect of wliat, was that 
money borrowed ?— It was borrowed for the nnmJ 
of 1 wilding St. Mary’s bridge in 1 865. 1 P 

86. Was it borrowed with the consent of the Wl. 
of the Treasury ? — It was. 

87. Was there any provision for a sinking fund?— 
Not that I am aware of. I have not a copy of the 
mortgage. 

88. And no portion of that has been repaid? 


89. The next is a bond to Mr. Moore for £1 200 ?— 
Yes. 

90. At wliat rate of interest ? — At four and three- 
quarters per cent. 

91. Was that borrowed for the same purpose?— It 
was borrowed to partly pay oil’ the liabilities of the 
Corporation at the time. 

92. What is the date of the bond ? — I have not the 
particulars of the bond. The treasurer, who is here 
says that it is sixteen years since the money was lent! 
I have the records, which I can produce for you. 

93. Then I see there is £2,000 owing to the Sisters 
of Charity — what is that for ? — That was borrowed at 
the same time to pay off the debts of the Corporation. 
One of the trustees, Mr. Chadwick, has been asking 
me if we have any bonds or records, that the ladies of 
the convent hold no security for this £2,000. 

94. Mr. Lawless. — When was that sum borrowed? 
— I could not tell you. 

1 95. Chairman. — But you believe it was borrowed 
about the same time as Mr. Moore’s ? — I think so . 

96. Were these two loans borrowed with the consent 
of the Treasury ? — Yes. 

97. Were the Lords of the Treasury aware that they 
were to pay old debts?— I cannot say. I wasn’t in 
office at the time. 

95. The Sisters of Charity were to get five per cent-.? 


99. You have a debt down to the county i nfi rmary 
of £500, also at five per cent. ? — That, I think, was a 
debenture. It was an old debt. 


1 00. And then you have what is called “ Mr. Bellew’s 
bequest.” What was that ? — That was a sum of money 
he gave years ago to the Corporation, for a charitable 
institution, on behalf of the poor of St. John — it was 
a bequest to the poor portion of the town, in consider- 
ation of £100 at the time. The interest is paid to the 
receiver of the poor of St. John’s. 

101. What is the rate of interest ? — Six per cent. 
We pay £6 a year to the agent of the charity, over 
which there ai’e twelve trustees. 

102. What is the debt to Mr. Pentland, £500 1—1 
could not tell you ; that was long before my time. 

103. I believe that some of these are mentioned in 
the report of the Commissioners as outstanding debts 
in 1 833 ? — I think some of them were. 

104. They were, at least, antecedent to the passing 
of the Act of 1840?— Yes. 

105. The Corporation are not, I believe, manufac- 
turers of gas themselves ? — No. 

106. Then you light the town by contract with the 
gas company 1— Yes. 

107. What is your contract? — For one year, to ter- 
minate on the 30th April next, for 149 lamps, at £2 9s. 
per lamp. 

1 08. Are they lit all the year round ? — No. Thirty- 
one are lit all the year round, and the remainder for 
seven months only. 

109. Are the hours limited within which they are 
to be lit ? — Yes ; they are limited to be lit within one 
hour after sunset, and to be extinguished at the follow- 
ing hours : — In April, at 4.30 a.m. ; in May, at 3.30 
a.m. ; in June, at 2.30 a.m. ; in July, at 3 A.M., and in 
August, 4 a.m. The others are to be lit from dark 
until six next morning. 

110. What officers give bonds here? — The town 
clerk and treasurer. I may mention that although I 
give bonds for the custody of title deeds and leases 
since 1870, there are two keys kept of the safe, so 
that if any party came here asking for a document I 
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could not show it to him unless in the presence of the 
Mayor, who holds the other key. The Mayor and my- 
self have a key each. 

111. What is the amount of the bond you give? — 
£40°. 

112. And what is the treasurer’s bond? — £1,500. 

113. Have you the custody of the treasurer’s bond ? 
That is in the safe at the present moment. 

114. And who has the custody of your bond? — The 
late Mayor, Mr. Whitworth, m.p. for Newry, got it, 
and he 1ms not given it up to the present Mayor yet. 

115. Are you the only two officers that give secu- 
rity ? — Yes. 

*110. Is the treasurer re-appointed year after year ? 
— He is not. 

117. Mr. Knaggs (Mayor). — It is understood that 
his appointment is from year to year. 

118. Town Clerk — The re-election or re-appointment 
never takes place. It never did from the day of his 
appointment up to the present, at all events. 

119. Chairman. — Has there been any bond given 
since the first bond ? — Yes ; if any one of the sureties 
died, there would be another substituted. 

120. But there is not afresh bond every year? — Oh no. 

121. I understood you to say you were the executive 
sanitary officer? — Yes. 

122. I suppose here as elsewhere the same form of 
proceeding goes on — you receive the reports from the 
sanitary officers and you produce them to the sanitary 
committee of the Town Council. Is that so ? — Yes. 

123. Can you say whether or not these reports are 
generally acted upon by the Town Council or the 
sanitary committee of the Council? — There is a sanitary 
committee appointed consisting of the whole Council, 
and they meet on the second Wednesday of everymonth. 

124. And are these reports generally acted upon, 
and does the Corporation show a desire to carry them 
out? — Yes. Immediately after I get these reports 
and bring them before the committee, I direct the 


sanitary officers to serve notice, and since the sanitary ihiookkda. 

Act came into operation, except in three or four cases, March 21 , 1877 . 

we have had no prosecutions. The people generally, Rfr j am( , 5 

before the time mentioned in the notice expires, abate Killeen. 

the nuisance. But at the present moment I think we 

have about 90 or 100 notices that have not been 

complied with, and I purpose bringing the matter before 

the sanitary committee this day week to see how we 

are to act on the report of the doctor, who states that 

in a certain district known as Chester-Iane there is not 

a house fit for human habitation. The notices having 

been served, the people have whitewashed the houses, 

but the doctor says that is not sufficient. 

125. Is the drainage of the town satisfactory, and 
are there good main drains through the town? — For 
myself I could not say. 

126. Are there many complaints lodged by the 
sanitary officers as to want of connexion between the 
houses and the main sewers ? — There has been a good 
deal. 

127. Has that been remedied to any extent since 
the passing of the Act of 1S74? — I may mention that 
the Local Government Board in 1873 sent an order 
that certain sewers should be constnicted. These 
sewers have been made except one in a portion of 
Laurence’s-street. 

128. These are main sewers ? — Yes. 

129. Until these main sewers were constructed 
there could be no outlet for the house drains ? — No. 

130. Since these were constructed, have the inhabi- 
tants been connecting their houses with them? — They 
have. 

131. And those who have not done so, have they 
been summoned ? — They have been summoned, brought 
before the magistrates and fined. 

132. Is the town free from epidemic disease gene- 
rally? — It is ; I consider the town to be a very healthy 
one. A guardian here present informs me that there 
is only one fever case in the hospital. 


Mr. John Moore, Borough Treasurer, examined. 


133. Chairman. — How long have you been trea- 
surer? — Twelve years. 

134. Do you collect the whole of the corporate rents ? 
— Yes. 

135. And receive the moneys from whatever sources 
coming to the Corporation ? — Yes. 

136. Except the fines, which, I understand, are paid 
directly to the bank ? — The petty sessions clerk lodges 
the fines and hands me the docket. 

137. You receive the rents of the cranes and of the 
estates? — Yes. 

138. Are you paid by poundage or by salary? — 
I receive £100 a year and no poundage. 

139. Where do these estates, by which the Corpor- 
ation realizes £3,300, lie? — The greater portion lies in 
the county Louth, part is in the county Meath, and a 
portion is in the borough. 

140. Can you tell me what is the extent of the 
county of the town ? — I cannot. The county of the 
town for parliamentary purposes goes down to Bady- 
ina k entry , but the municipal boundary is considerably 
smaller. - The larger portion is in the county Louth. 

141. Eager’s holding of 53a. 2r. 30p., I presume, is 
outside the boundary %— -Yes. 

142. The premises described as houses and gardens, 
are they in the town ? — They are. 

143. Amongst the 348 corporate holdings, are there 
any large farms, or are they generally small holdings ? 
— Well, they are town park holdings and are princi- 
pally very small. 

144. What is the largest rental you receive from any 
one individual ? — The largest sum I receive is £100 
per half year from the representatives of Mr. Ogle, and 
that comprises some twenty holdings. 

• 145. Is Mr. Eager’s holding the largest single hold- 
^g? — Yes ; we get from that £140 18s. 6eZ. per an- 
num. It is a farm at a place called Townrath, near 
Ballymakenny. Mi-. Eager holds another holding 


adjoining, for which he pays £18 every half year. I 
cannot give you the acreage without referring to the 
rental. 

14G. This rental you produce simply gives the rent, 
the amount received, and the amount of arrears. Why 
does it not specify the rateable value or the acreage ? 
— The number of acres never appeared in the rentals 
prepared by my predecessors. I can get yon the in- 
formation in a moment ; and I may mention that I am 
preparing a rental which will exhibit all these parti- 
culars. Mr. Eager holds 53a. 2r. 30p. (Irish), for a 
term of thirty-one years, at £140 18s. 6 d. per annum, 
from the 1st May, 1857. His lease is numbered 
1,140. 

147. Has that lease been granted by the present 
Corporation ? — It has. 

148. Was there any fine paid for it? — No. 

149. The rent is not quite £3 per Irish acre. I ask 
you. as one whom I suppose has some knowledge of the 
value of land in the neighbourhood, is that a fair rent? — 
Of course the land may be worth more now, but at the 
time it was let I was in the Corporation, and I am 
aware that competent Valuators went down to the land, 
and they were of opinion that that was the full value 
of the ground. 

150. Was that let by auction or by advertisement ? 
— It was let by tender. 

151. Was it by public or private tender ? — Well, I 
must explain. Mr. Eager had been in possession under 
a lease granted by the old Corporation, the validity 
of which was impeached, inasmuch as it was made at 
the period when the alienation of corporate property 
was prohibited. Mr. Eager held the land under the 
old lease which had been granted to a person named 
Hardman, of whom he was sub-tenant, and his title 
was disputed. However, the Corporation then made 
a new lease to him. 

152. Was the rent raised ? — Yes ; the rent was 

P 


Mr. John 
Moore. 
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raised, and the tenant complained very much at the 
time, for on the faith of the old lease lie had made 
certain improvements. 

153. He thought lie was hardly dealt with ? — Yes. 

154. The other laud Mr. Eager holds, was that let 
to him about the same time ? — Yes. (No. 1,132.) 

155. Mr. Farrell. — I am poor-rate collector in the 
locality, and I think it right to state that the laud in 
that district is of a poor, heavy, and wet description. 

15G. Mayor . — The second holding of Mr. Eager 
appears to be 34a. Or. 20p. 

157. Chairman. — Is that land in the same neigh- 
bourhood as his other holding ? — Tt is. 

158. He only pays .£36 3s. 5t/. annually for his 
second holding, which is little more than £1 per Irish 
acre. When was the lease of that portion made 1 — 
(IFi/w-ess.) — 1st May, 1S56, for thirty-one years. 

150. Can you give me any idea of what is the reason 
for the great disparity between the rent paid for this 
holding and the other? — As far as I could learn, 
portion of the land at the time was very had and 
swampy. 

ICO. Was that laud let by competition? — By public 
auction. 

161. Is it the custom hero either to let the lands 
hy public auction or by advertisement ? — Yes ; some- 
time ago they used to bo let for little or nothing, but 
now they are let by public auction in the Crown 
Court. 

162. Up to 1S56 had they over been let by public 
auction ? — No. 

163. Since 1856, or some later year, have they been 
let through advertisements in the newspapers? — Yes ; 
and by the auctioneer at sales in the Crown Court. 
Since that period we have not had much land to let, as 
the leases did not expire. 

164. I want you to give me an idea of how many 
farms have fallen in to the Corporation since 1S40? — 
Very few indeed. There were but a few small, very 
small, holdings. One of them, a holding of about four 
acres at Townrath, fell in, and was let by public auction. 
In fact it was mostly house property in the town that 
fell in. 

165. On wliat terms are the houses in the town 
generally let?— Latterly they have been always let on 
leases of thirty-one years. There have been some 
building leases given for seventy-five years, with the 
assent of the Lords of the Treasury. In some instances 
where the Corporation gave thirty-one years’ leases, 
the parties agreed to repair the premises, or a valuation 
having been obtained, the places were let at an in- 
creased rent. In other instances tenders were sent 
in, and some of them were accepted after a little hesita- 
tion. 

166. With respect to the tenements in the town, 
and the small farms which have been let since you 
became treasurer, do you know whether they have 
been Jet above Griffith’s valuation? — In every instance 
I think they have been let above Griffith’s valua- 
tion. 

167. Can you tell me roughly what is the acreage 
of the township in hulk ? — I cannot. 

168. Can you tell me what portion is in Louth, and 
what portion is in Meath ? — The greater portion is in 
Louth, but I could not tell what is the proportion. I 
can only say with regard to the rents, that I receive 
nearly £2,000 a year from the county Louth side, 
about £700 or £S00 from the county Meath side, and 
the remainder from the town itself. 

169. That would be about £2,000 for Louth, £700 
for Meath, and £600 for the borough? — Yes. 

170. Mr. Lawless. — Where is the denomination 
called “ Aldermen's Acres ’’ ? — About a mile from the 

171. Chairman, — Is all the property that was held 
by the old Corporation in the possession of the present 
Corporation, or is any portion of it outstanding and 
overheld ? — Since the books came into my possession, I 
laiow^ of only one holding where the title of the Cor- 
poration is disputed. That' ifi a certain holding in the 
town the corporate title to which has been disputed 


for thirty-five years, and the arrears have been put 
down during that time. r 

172. Is it overheld from the Corporation by some- 
body who claims it as his own freehold ? — Yes. 

173. Mr. Lawless. — Docs it appear on your rental? 
— Yes ; the arrears have been accumulating and you 
■will see them mentioned in the account. 

174. Chairman. — I see there is £209 11$. n,; 
arrears, and the sum supposed to be paid annually in 
respect of the holding is £5 6s. 1 .jrf. It appears that 
even before 1840, therefore, there was a failure to pay 
rent to the old Corporation ? — Yes ; the original 
tenant was a man named Brenton, and Alderman 
Carty became the sub-tenant. Erom what I could 
learn, I understand that even before the time of the 
reformed Corporation an ejectment was brought 
against the late Alderman Carty for the recovery' of 
the premises in question ; but when the high sheriff 
went to the place, Mr. Carty' challenged him to take 
possession of the particular place mentioned. The 
result was that the sheriff refused to execute the 
habere unless the Corporation pointed out the exact 
premises. This the Corporation could not do, and 
things remained as they had been. The present 
tenant is the representative of Carty ; and that is the 
only holding T am aware of as being at present over- 
held from the Corporation. 

175. Mr. Lawless. — I suppose the premises became 
mixed up with some other property, and then could 
not be distinguished ? — Y es, that is so. The walls were 
broken down and the distinction became lost. 

176. Chairman. — Is the property held by tlio 
present Corporation in other respects the same as that 
held by the old Corporation, or has any portion of it 
been sold since 1840 ? — Yes, there wins about £600 
per annum worth of coiporate property' sold in the 
Incumbered Estates Court in 1856, and with the sum 
realized, we paid off, I think, about £16,000 of old 
debts. 

177. Was that done with the consent of the Lords 
of the Treasury ? — I think it must have been. 

178. You were not treasurer at that time? — No. 
The value of laud at that time was very low, and the 
property sold brought but a low figure. 

179. With the exceptions you have mentioned, does 
the present Corporation hold all the property held by 
the old Corporation? — All. 

180. Do you anticipate that in the course of a few 
years, a number of the present leases will fall in? — 
Yes, and this will increase the corporate revenue. I 
may give you an instance. A house for which we 
had been receiving £1 per annum, reverted to the 
Corporation, and we are now receiving £33 a year for 
the same premises. A good deal of property will fall 
in to the Corporation in about ten years, and I should 
think it will increase the income of the Corporation 
by £2,000 per annum, should land remain at its 
present value. 

181. Could you tell me for what terms were these 
lands or premises, which will fall in within the next 
ten yeai-s, granted by the old Corporation? — Ninety- 
nine years. 

182. Are there any leases for ever ? — Yes. 

183. Mr. Lawless. — Are they leases for ever or 
for lives renewable for ever? — For ever, I think; for 
instance, the lease of the vicarage and graveyard to the 
vicar of St. Peter. 

184. Chairman. — Have the Sisters of Charity got a 
lease for ever ? — They are not tenants of the Corpora- 
tion. A great number of the leases are for 999 years. 

186. I see the first ten on the list are leases for 
either 999 years or for ever? — Yes. 

186. Had the great bulk of the leases that have 
been cancelled been granted in contravention of the 
restraining Act of 1836? — Yes. 

187. Besides the first ten leases, I see there is one 
more for ever, and eleven for 990 years — that makes 
twenty-two altogether for 990 years, or upwards ; and 
there is one for 200, and one for 141 years ? — Yes. 

. 188., The rest are all under 100 years ?— Yes ; the 
great bulk of them are for ninety-nine years. 
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1S9. Was there any lease previous to 1840 for less 
than ninety-nine years 1 — I think not. 

190. AnH those which were for 990 years and up- 
wards are generally at 6 d., or some such nominal rent ? 
Yes, 6 d. or 3d. 

191. Since 1840, have leases been granted for more 
than thirty-one years 1 — There have been a few granted 
for seventy-live years. There are three leases for eighty 
years from the 25th March, 1857, but these are build- 
er, leases. All the leases above the term of thirty-one 
years have been given for building purposes. 

192. I see these are let at pretty high rents — an 
acre and a half is let at £23 ; another lot is let at 
£52 10s., and a third, which is under an acre, is let at 
£23 12s. 6d. These are all evidently building leases ? 
—They are. 

193. Wei-e all these leases submitted to the Lords 
of the Treasury ? 

The Mayor. — They were. 

194. Town Clerk. — I have here now the leases you 
referred to, and which you requested me to produce. 
One is numbered 1,140, and grants fifty-three acres to 
Eager ; the other is numbered 1,132. 

195. Mr. Lawless. — This lease (numbered 1,132) 
to Eager, appeal's to be a lease, according to the in- 
dorsement for twenty-four acres and twenty perches, 
and not thirty-four acres, as appears by the rental ; 
and the rent is £3S 3s. 9d., the term being for thirty- 
one years from the 1st May, 1856. 

196. Chairman. — What about the other lease to 
Eager, No. 1,121 ? 

Toum Clerk . — That lease I gave to the treasurer, 


and I think he handed it to Mr. Simpson, the solicitor, Drogheda. 
for the purpose of having an ejectment brought. Marc h ai, isn. 

197. I would like you, Mr. Killeen, to read the Mr j ames 
minutes with reference to those leases of Eager s Killeen, 
granted in 1856 and 1S57. 

Town Clerk . — The first minute is dated 13th May, 

1856— 

“ Your committee beg to report that they have viewed and valued 
that part of the lands of Townrath, lately recovered from the re- 
presentatives of Joseph Holmes, and now occupied by Ternan, 

Hueston, Eager, Traynor, and Slagill; and in reference thereto, 
your committee recommend that the occupying tenants be called on 
to send in written proposals for their different holdings; and that 
if each offer the value for same that they, each of them, get a pre- 
ference for their respective holdings, at leases for thirty-one years 
from 1st May inst., on the terms of their taking out and executing 
same within a period of two months from this date.” 

The next minute with respect to the matter is 
dated 25tli September, 1857 — 

“A lease this day, sealed to Charles Eager, of Townrath, farmer, 
of part of the lands of Townrath, containing 53a. 2r. 80r. Irish 
plantation measure, at the yearly rent of £140 18s. Id." 

198. Mr. Killeen, those minutes don’t inform us 
whether the lands were let at the same rents or at 
higher rents than those at which they were previously 
held. Can you tell us whether they were let at in- 
creased rents? — I could not tell you. I have nothing 
to show whether they were held at higher or lower 
rents. The resolutions in respect to these holdings 
were that the tenants were to have them again, pro- 
vided they offered fair rents. 

199. D o y ou know the circumstances under which th e 
lands of Townrath were recovered from the representa- 
tives of Holmes ? — I do not. That wasn’t in my time. 


Mr. J. Moore, Treasurer — examination continued. 


200. Chairman. — Can yon roll us anything about the 
recovery of these lands, Mr. Moore? — The leases were 
made to Holmes at the time the Corporation was not al- 
lowed to makeleases — about thetimeof the passing of the 
Act of 1836. These leases were the subject of consi- 
derable litigation, eventuating in an appeal to tbe 
House of Lords, and the lands were recovered. 

201. Mr. Patrick Courtney (ex-Town Councillor). — 
Holmes’ ease was one of many others which went to the 
House of Lords. 

202. Chairman. — The lease to Holmes then had 
been granted by the old Corporation after the passing 
of the Act restraining the alienation of corporate pro- 
perty? 

203. Mr Courtney. — Exactly. Messrs. Brassing- 
ton and Gale valued these lands, and they were let 
some shillings over that valuation. 

204. Do you know the terms on which they were 
let to Holmes ? — No. He was the town clerk and ob- 
tained leases from the old Corporation for a long period, 
and he had a promise that they should be renewed 
before the term expired. 

205. There could be no doubt, I suppose, but that 
they were obtained at much lower terms than the 
value of the premises ? 

206. Mr. Courtney. — Well, Mr. William Campbell’s 
holding is bringing in nearly £200 a year more than 
that under which it was formerly held. 

207. Who was it valued the lands at the time ? — I 
think you will find by the minutes it was Brassington 
and Gale. 

208. The minutes state “that the committee having 
valued the land,” did so-and-so, but mention nothing 
about the employment of professional valuators? — 
They must have been acting on the report of the 
valuators. 

- 209. Are you quite sure professional valuers were 
.employed ? — There is no doubt of it, and it was accord- 
rag to their valuation the lettings were made. We 
even did not let the land at their valuation, but put on 
three or four shillings more. At that time land was 
not of the value it is at present. 

210. (To Witness). — Can you tell me, Mr. Moore, 
■whether, as a general rule when leases fell in the 


lands were set according to the valuation of a pro- 
fessional valuer, who had been called in, or according 
to the value placed on the lands by members of the 
Corporation themselves? — Latterly they had no public 
valuator — but they have taken Griffith’s poor-law 
valuation with regard to the house property. Then 
they send a committee who inspect the premises and 
report to the Council. In some cases the tenant puts 
in a tender, hut at times they put a higher value on 
the lands, and if the tenant applies for the place on the 
terms mentioned he gets the lease. 

211. Since 1856, 1 understand the Corporation has 
adopted the rule of advertising and letting their lands 
by auction ? — Yes ; they let them in public court 
here. 

212. And houses too ? — I don’t know of any houses 
being let by auction. 

213. Mr. Lawless. — Supposing a house fell out of 
lease yesterday or to-day, how would the Corporation 
let it to-morrow ? — Well, I will give you an instance. 
This time twelve months a lease fell in, and the party 
in possession put in a tender. They looked at the 
poor-law valuation and deciding that the place was 
worth more, promised to give a thirty-one years’ lease 
upon getting the increased rent. 

214. Chairman. — Did they put a higher per-centage 
•on Griffith’s valuation ? — They did. 

215. Have you known an instance in which the 
Corporation let below Griffith’s valuation ? — No. 

216. Have any of the leases since 1840 been made 
to the members of the Corporation or their relations ? 
I don’t know of any lease being made to a member of 
the Corporation hut one, and that 'was to Alderman 
Campbell, some years ago. The lease was impeached 
the same as Holmes’ lease. 

217. Does Alderman Campbell or liis representa- 
tives hold that lease? — Yes. 

218. Does that lease comprise a house or lands? — 

■ A house, situate in West-street. 

219. Mr. Lawless. — Was Campbell at that time 
the tenant in occupation as representative of Holmes ? 
— He was. 

220. Chairman. — Was this one of the leases granted 
to Holmes recovered and regranted to Campbell ? — 

P 2 


Mr. J. Moore. 
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Duochkda. Yes, and Campbell’s representatives now hold th6 pre- 
Mmxh 21 , i87r. mises at £25 per annum. 

— - 221. Wlieu was it granted? — It was granted for a 

Mr. . 1 . . owe. tg ml 0 f thirty-one years from the 1st May, 1S57, at 
.£25 a year, the place being described as a house, bach 
yard, and premises situate in West-street. 

222. A lease of these premises had been granted to 
Holmes, under whom Campbell was sub-tenant, and 
that was one of the invalid leases? — Yes. 

223. Was that house and premises valued by a 
public valuator before they were relet to Alderman 
Campbell ? — I could not say now. 

224. Courtney. — I i-emeinber the lands and 
premises were advertised at the time, and a preference 
was given to the occupying tenants in case they offered 
what the Corporation considered was the fair value at 
the time. I think the original rent of these premises 
was only £10, and then the Corporation got for them 
£25 a year. We took the rating in connexion with 
the offer made by Campbell and came to the conclusion 
that £25 was the value. 

225. Do you know whether it was above Griffith’s 
valuation 1 — I could not exactly say. 

226. The Mayor. — The present valuation of the 
premises is only £24. 

227. Mr. Courtney. — I am satisfied the rating could 
not have been above the amount for which it was set 
as we were very strict at the time, and we would have 
held back the property rather than let it under what 
was the fair value. 

228. Chairman. — Is that the only instance you 
know, Mr. Moore, of property having been let to a 
member of the Corporation ? 

Mr. Moore. — That is the only instance. 

229. Were there no other lettings to members ? — 
No. There are a good many members of the Corpora- 

‘ tion now tenants ; but they are not tenants dii-ectly, 

they became possessors of corporate property through 
buying from other parties. 

230. There seem to have been a good many ninety- 
nine years’ leases granted in 1841 and 1842, and I per- 
ceive there is one for ever ? — Yes. 

231. In 1S46 there was, I see, a lease given for 200 
years ? — Yes. 

232. That was apparently granted with the assent 

of the Lords of the Treasury to the bishop for the Pre- 
sentation Convent? — Yes. There was a provision 

that he should build a large school. The rent is a 
nominal one of £1 16s. lid. 

233. For the first two or three years after the pass- 
ing of the Act of 1840, 1 see all tbe lenses were for up- 
wards of ninety years. In 1S42 I see there is a lease 
for ever to a number of persons. What was that for ? 
— That was for the Chord burial ground. 

234. Was the consent of the Lords of the Treasury 
obtained for that ? — I think so. 

235. I observe there are from twenty to thirty leases, 
varying from seventy-five to ninety-nine years, which 
were granted during the first two or three years after 
the passing of the Municipal Corporations Act of 1840. 
Can you say whether the assent of the Lords of the 
Treasury was obtained to all these ? In some instances, 
I notice, it is mentioned on the minutes that the consent 
of the Treasury was obtained, but mothers there is no al- 
lusion to it? — Icouldnotsaywithoutinspectingtheleases. 

236. Are these leases for small areas ? — Yes ; they 
are for 210 feet and patches of that kind. 

237. Were they let for building purposes? — They 
were all let for building purposes. 

238. Since 1S46, the time that the last of these leases 
was granted, you gave, I see, very few leases beyond 
thirty-one years, and for any you did give you got the 
consent of the Lords of the Treasury ? — Yes. 

239. Mr. Lawless. —Have you got the minute of 
August, 1866? 

240. Chairman. — We want to have that as an illus 

tration of the way in which the lands were let ?— I 
have the minute, which I will now read 

“Moved by T. C. Moore, and seconded by T. C. Cullen— ‘That 
Mr. John Farrell get a lease for thirty-one years of his two houses 


in Laurence-street at £35 per year, he giving a lease to Mr. Healv 
of liis house for thirty years at the annual rent of £25 per year on 


the same condition us contained ii 


241. Do you know- if any valuation of the premises 
was made? — A valuation was made in 1854. They 
were valued at £35. 

242. Ai-e you certain it was in 1854? — Yes. 

243. And in 1876 the place was let at £35 ? Yes. 

244. Mr. Lawless. — WasthatvaluationtheGovem- 
ment valuation ? — It was Griffith’s valuation. 

245. Chairman. — The Corporation did not appoint 
a valuator ? — No. 

246. Do you kuow anything of the value of house 
property ? — Mr. Farrell. — Yes ; I am the poor-rate 
collector ; that was the valuation supplied by Griffith. 

247. Do you think that £35 a year is its full value 1 
■ — I do think so, because the house in which I live 
requires the outlay of £100 to make it habitable. 

248. What has your house to do with the matter I 

It is the house referred to. 

249. You then are the party to whom the letting 
was made 1 — Yes. 

250. You are Mr. Farrell ? — Yes. 

251. But you did not, at all events, object to giving 
that rent for it at the time ? — I did ; I had a very haul 
battle with them about it, and I should not have given 
the rent for it, because the house is a most unhealthy 
one, but that its position is so central and so very con- 
venient tome in my position as a collector. 

252. Mr. Daly. — I may say that some of the mem- 
bers thought the rent was too low; there was a 
difference of opinion in the matter, hut the highest 
rent suggested to be put on it was £40. I myself 
was one of those who went in for the low rent. 

253. Chairman (to witness). — We may take it, I 
think, now as a fact that with respect to house property 
there never is any public competition invited. The 
occupying tenant is offered the premises at whatever 
sum is fixed by tbe Corporation as being a fair rent 1 
— Yes ; that is the way that the house property is 
let. 

254. Some two or three members of the Corporation 
put a value on the property and let it to the occupying 
tenant or to some other individual, without putting it 
up to public competition ? — Yes. 

255. You say that the practice is different with 
respect to farms — that since the year 1856 the farms 
let were all put up to public competition? — Yes; I 
do not know of any farms being let since then without 
being put up to competition. 

256. Have, many farms fallen in within tbe last 
twenty years ? — Some of the farms that we recovered 
were let to the parties in occupation. In these cases 
they paid a very high rent ; they were also let by an 
auctioneer. I think that some of the Alderman’s Acres 
were. 

257. What do you call Alderman’s Acres? — The 
properties held by the old Corporation were called Aider- 
man’s Acres. Every member of the old Corporation 
had a piece of land — either one or one and a half acres — 
and the new Corporation took proceedings to recover 
them, and after some law they surrendered the lands, 
which were then re-let. 

258. When were those lands recovered from the old 
aldermen? — I think about the years 1856 or 1858. 
There is a record of the transaction. 

259. When the Corporation recovered them after 
taking proceedings, were they re-let by public auction 1 
— They were. 

260. Mr. Lawless. — Were the aldermen of the old 
Corporation allowed to continue in possession of the 
Alderman’s Acres until the year 1856 or 1858? — Yes. 

261. Although at that time it was trust property _ 
which the new Corporation should have taken posses- 
sion of for the benefit of the town ? — Yes. 

262. Chairman. — When did the. present Corpora- 
tion first take proceedings to recover possession of 
these Aldermen’s Acres?— I think it was about the 
year 1854 ; it was a long time in litigation because 
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the old aldermen thought they had a right to keep 

possession of it. 

263. They took proceedings then a good wlme 
before they could obtain possession? — Yes. 

264. You do not receive any moneys except the 
rents and the receipts from the public cranes ? — Those 
are all I receive. I record the fines also and keep an 
account of them. 

265. From the public cranes for last year you re- 
ceived £150. I suppose that is the liighest amount 
they have been let for 1 — That, I think, is the highest. 

266. They 'were let at that rate for the year 1875 
and last year 1 — Yes. 

267. And were they let for the same this year 1 — 
Yes. 

268. Are they all let to one person ? — Yes. 

269. Does he pay the rent yearly? — He pays it 
Quarterly . 

270. I see that you received £225 6s. lid. from the 
bridge committee last year. What was that for? — 

It isau item that will not appear in the accounts again. 
They had this money in hand after the bridge was 
erected. . „ , 

271. Who were the bridge committee? — Members 
of the Grand Jury. 

272. Mr. Lawless. — The Grand Jury of the county 
of the town ? — Yes. 

273. Mr. Chadwick. — The Grand Jury of the county 
of the town of Drogheda presented £5,000 for the con- 
struction of the bridge, and there was a bridge com- 
mittee formed to carry out the work. 

274. Chairman. — And I believe the Corporation 
borrowed another £5,000 ?— The Corporation gave 
£3,000 for the same purpose, and the Boyne Com- 
missioners £2,000. 

275. Aldermaii Daly.— That is not the case. It 
was £5,000 from the Corporation, and £5,000 more 
from the other two bodies. 

276. Chairman. — We had it from the town clerk 
that the Corporation borrowed £5,000. 

277. TTtincss. — Yes ; and this £225 6s. 11-/. was a 
balance that remained in the hands of the bridge com- 
mittee after the bridge was erected, and they were 
threatened with a lawsuit concerning a contractor 
who broke down. For that reason the bridge com- 
mittee thought it would not be prudent to deal with 
the balance till such time as the lawsuit was settled. 

278. The bridge committee, I understand, was 
formed partly of. the Grand Jury of the county of the 
town of Drogheda, partly of the Corporation, and 
partly of the Boyne Commissioners? — Yes ; those arc 
the three bodies who contributed to the erection of 
the bridge. 

279. They contributed, as I now understand, in the 
following proportions — the Corporation, £5,000 ; the 
Grand Jury of the county of the town, £3,000 ; and 
.the Boyne Commissioners, £2,000 ? — Yes. 

280. After the bridge was built and all the con- 
tractors paid, and after this pending lawsuit to which 
you referred was also settled, there remained this 
balance of £225 6s. lie/, in the hands of the bridge com- 
mittee, which was then handed over to the Corporation 
on the understanding that they were to keep this bridge 
in repair for ever. Is that so ? — No ; there were two 
bridges, and that money was to be applied to keeping 
St. Dominick’s-bridge, which is a wooden structure, in 
repair. £200 would go a very short way towards 
keeping the other bridge in repair. 

281 After the bridge was constructed the bridge 
committee was dissolved, I suppose? — Yes ; a reason 
why that balance should be so applied was because 
they had already spent very nearly that amount in 
repairing the wooden-bridge. 

282. Mr. Lawless. — Did the Boyne Commissioners 
and the Grand Jury of the county of the town assent 
to this money being given over to. the Corporation ? — 
This was the balance l-aised from the county cess and 
it was, therefore, the Grand Jury only that was con- 
sulted in the matter. 

283. Chairman. — Are all these payments which I 


see on the expenditure side of your account made by Di 
you ? Do the moneys pass through your hands ? — Y es, •War 
they pass through my hands. The finance committee JIr 
meet every Friday, and fill up cheques for the different 
payments required to be made. The cheques are signed 
by the Mayor, two members of the Council, the town 
clerk, and by me as treasurer, and I then draw the 
money from the Hibernian Bank, and make the pay- 
ments. 

284. You get a cheque from the finance committee 
to enable you to make the payments for the current 
week? — Yes. 

285. And you countersign the cheque in the first 
instance and then cash it ? — Yes. 

286. And make the payments — so that necessarily 
you know all about the different items ? — Yes. 

2S7. I see a charge of “ Rents paid there are, I 
presume, head rents payable on some of this property ? 

— Yes; we pay something about £400 a year for 
rents. 

288. It was £332 14s. 8 hi last year I see, and you 
paid exactly about £660 in the last two years ? — Yes. 

289. Are these ground rents? — Yes; we pay £60 
a year for one place where there is an open cattle- 
market held, and we pay £68 a year for another place. 

290. Are these payments then made principally for 
fair or market grounds ? — Well, you may say they are 
market grounds ; but the places for which the rent is 
paid, on which the markets are held, are portions of 
streets in the town. 

291 . Mr. Lawless. — Is any of this rent paid for any 
portion of the property formerly in the possession of 
the old Corporation 1 — It has descended from the old 
Corporation. 

292. You mean that property for which yon pay 
the rents ? — Yes. We pay that amount in the account 
for the accommodation of the public. We pay £25 a 
year for the corn-market. 

293. Chairman. — I see there are certain payments 
entered as “ pensions ;” £42 to the Blue school, £21 to. 
the male and female schools, and £10 to F. Evans. 

294. Are the two first subscriptions to the Blue 
school and to the male and female schools ? — They were 
grants given by the old Corporation — forty guineas to 
the Blue school, and twenty to the male and female 
Protestant schools. There were formerly a good many 
pensioners, but F. Evans is the only one remaining: 

295. Those three sums make £73 altogether. They 
are all grants originally given by the old Corporation, 
and you say that formerly the number of pensions was 
considerably larger ? — Yes. 

296. Are those the only grants now remaining ? — 
There is another grant of £20 Irish to the “ Dean 
Cox" fund ; the original object of which was to pay 
apprentice fees for Protestant boys. 

297. Do you pay. that still?— Yes ; it will appear 
in our next audit sheet ; it is not in the present one. 
We hesitated to pay the grant, and a Bill in Chancery 
was filed against us. 

298. Were these grants all charged on the rents by 
the old Corporation?— Yes; the Corporation took 
legal opinion as to them liability to pay these grants, 
and they were advised that they were liable. 

299. When was that opinion taken ? — As well as 
my memory serves me, it was sometime between 1842 
and 1845. 

300. They were advised you say that they were liable 
to pay the grants ? — Yes. 

301. Vicar’s chorals, £43 7s. 7d . ; what is that? — 
That is paid to the Vicar of St. Peter’s. 

302. Is it an old grant of the same description ? — 
Yes. 

303. Is it charged on the Corporation property ? — 
Yes ; that is the foundation of the property that was 
granted by James I. 

304. Do you mean that it was granted under the 
old charter ? — Yes; it was for the payment of this 
that the Corporation got the property. 

305. I found a similar grant at Naas the other day. 
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We have now gone through all the old charges on the 
Corporation property ? — Yes. 

306. All the other payments appear to be for light- 
ing, paving, watering, and soforth 1 — Yes. 

307. What do you pay for the gas ? — Close on .£400 

308. Only a little over £200 is down for last year ? 
—Yes ; but there might be something outstanding. 
We have 153 public lamps, which are lit at £2 9s. per 
lamp. We also supply lamps to the court-house and 
watch-house, but the supply to them is regulated by 
meter. I think the cost of lighting averages close on 
£400 a year. 

309. Then last year you could not have paid the 
full amount due ? — No. 

310. For the previous year you paid £398 Is. 9d, and 
last year £227 1 Is. Id. Is the amount for last year so 
small, because part of the account for the year was not 
paid ? — Yes ; the whole of it did not come into that 
audited account. 

311. The fact is, it came into the year’s account but 
you did not pay it. Was the reason it was not paid, 
because you did not wish to overdraw your account at 
the bank ? — Yes. 

312. Are you in funds at the bank now? — Yes; I 
think we have about £290 to our credit at the bank. 

313. Have you paid the arrear of your gas account 
for the last year ?—No ; it will take all the money we 
have now to pay it. 

314. The Corporation are of course supposed to 
keep all the streets of the town clean ? — Yes. 

315. To do all the cleansing, watering, paving, <fce. 1 — 
Yes ; they do all that, and also do the macadamizing. 

316. What staff is there employed for scavenging? 
— The scavenging is done by contract. 

317. Is it let by contract for a year ? — Yes. 

318. What is the amount of your present contract? 
—£297. 

319. Was tliat a contract made in October, 1876 ? 
— Yes. 

320. Have you contracted for many years? — For 
one year. 

321 . Have you been in the habit I mean of having 
that work done by contract for a number of years i— 
Yes ; for the last seven years. 

322. Have you found it could be done more cheaply 
by letting it to a contractor than by your own staft r ? 

323. And more satisfactorily ? — Yes. 

324. Are there any complaints made about the 
manner in which the 'streets are kept ? — No ; if the 
engineer finds anything neglected or done badly he 
reports it, and the contractor is fined. When the 
reformed Corporation came into existence they gave up 
£800 a year of tolls payable to the town of 
Drogheda, and also £300 or £400 for the watch 
which was then taxed for, but which is now paid out 
of the funds. The tolls were charged at the gates, on 
the produce and cattle coming into the town, and they 
used to amount' to between £600 and £SO0 a year. 
The reformed Corporation gave that up. The practice 
of taking tolls at the gates very often caused dissatis- 
faction. The cattle and goods of some freemen came 
in without a chaige, and this always caused contention. 
One man did not like to pay tolls when another passed 
in free, and the police had sometimes to be called in. 

325. When were these tolls surrendered-? — After 
the first meeting of the reformed Corporation. 

326. Your heaviest item of expenditure for last year 
seems to have been the one for paving ? — Y es. 

327. Is there a committee to superintend all these 
paving works, or is it left to your engineer ?* — The 
engineer reports what work it is necessary to do, and 
the committee consider his repoit, and recommend 
what is to be done. 

328. There are, I suppose, several committees in the 
Corporation? — Yes. 

329. How many committees are there ? — There is 
the finance committee, the paving committee, the 
valuatiomcominittee, and the health committee. 


Dhogbeda. 
March 21. 1877. 
Mr. J. Moore. 


330. With reference to the watching of the town 
will you tell me of what does your watch establish- 
ment consist? — It consists of six men; five are paid 
12s. a week, and one 14s. a week ; the total payments 
amount to £3 14s. per week. 

331. Do you pay them? — Yes, on every Friday. 

332. Are their duties confined to watching the 
town at night ? — Yes. 

333. Do they give as mncli satisfaction here as they 
do at Limerick ? — There is not so much complaint 
aboutthe watchmenhere. They are very seldom brought 
up for bad conduct. 

334. Mr. Lawless. — The constabulary are not paid 
by tbe Corporation? — No. 

335. Is there a good understanding between your 
watchmen and the constabulary ? Does a good feeling 
exist between them ? — So far as I know there is. 

336. You have never heard any complaints made 
against the watchmen by the constabulary ? — No. 

337. Chairman. — Have you ever heard it said that 

the watchmen were in league with the publicans? 

No. 

338. Or that they are watching in the interest of 
the publicans rather than that of the public ? — I should 
say not. 

339. Of course I do not mean to say that the watch- 
men do not do their duty in tills town, but we have 
heard in other places that they very frequently 
neglected it ? — They do not go on duty here till nine 
o’clock at night. 

340. And come off duty at six o’clock in the morn- 
ing, I suppose'? — Yes. 

341. Is the man who is paid 14s. a week supposed 
to be in charge of and to look after the others? — Yes ; 
he is supposed to have an eye over them and see them 
on their beats. 

342. What is their principal duty ? Do they patrol 
the whole town or are they given distinct beats ? — 
They are stationed in different parts of tbe town. 
Each man has to go a certain round and see that no 
plundering goes on, and that there are no fires. 

343. Is it their duty to see that no doors of houses 
are left unlocked ? — I do not say that they go so far 
as to do that. A part of their duty is to report any 
street lamps found unlit or broken . 

344. Do they arrest persons at all? — Yes; they 
frequently arrest people for drunkenness. 

345. Are any charges of drunkenness brought 
against themselves? — I do not remember any such 
charges being brought against them except in one 
case which happened some time ago. 

346. Was the man against whom that charge was 
made retained in the watch or was he dismissed ? — I 
think he resigned and left. 

347. To the best .of your belief, you say, they work 
well with the constabulary ? — Yes ; I think toe two 
bodies pull very well together. So far as I can see 
they do. 

348. The pumps and water supply, I suppose, as 
well as the paving, are under the su perintendeuce of the 
engineer ? — Yes ; there is a man paid a guinea a week 
for minding the pumps. 

349. £58 12s. 5 d. is charged under the head of 
“pumps and water supply”? — Yes; there may ho 
some other little charges included in that sum- 
leathers for the pumps, and so on. 

350. The man to whom a guinea a week is paid is, 
I suppose, under the orders of the engineer ? — Yes. 

351. £385 2s. 5 d. is charged for sewers. Is the 
sewerage looked after by the engineer ? — Yes. 

352. What is the meaning of this clause in the con- 
tract for cleaning and watering streets — “All the 
streets and lanes and by-ways within the municipal 
boundary, except those cleaned by the Grand J ury ”?— 
Several small portions are done by toe Grand Jury of 
the town of Drogheda. It is within the borough 
boundary that the streets are cleaned and macadamized 
by the Corporation. Alderman Daly is here, and will 
tell you of the great disadvantage that arises from this 
condition of things. 
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Alderman Daly examined. 


oco Alderman Dali /. — The boundaries of tlie countv lands and premises in the neighbourhood should give 
.. -r. i i - i j. 1 nnJ .lUlinurrli t.lisv bam snme drearl that 


of the town of Drogheda were formerly not coextensive 
and coterminous witlithepresent municipal boundaries 


their consent, and although they have some dread that Alderman 
upon some other demand being made a rate will be a 7- 


W they are exactly the same. You will be astonished put on the town, people who have the advantages of 
when I tell you the county of the town of Drogheda the lighting and cleansing, and whose property is m- 


formcrly consisted of 5,758 statute acres, and that now 
it is restricted to 454 acres. There is no reason why 


creased in value from its proximity to the town should 
pay the town for it, aud not contribute to Louth and 


this work should not he done entirely by the Corpora- Meath. 

tiou We, at one time, had nearly 11,000 acres, which 363. Chairman.— The Grand Jury of the county ot 
came in within the county of the town, and an anouia- the town have only jurisdiction within the present 
Ions state of things exists at present. municipal area f— 1 That is all ; only over the borough 


354 Mr. Lawless. — Was it within the municipal boundary, 
boundary also 1— No, not for municipal purposes. It 364. Was your petition for the transfer of the Grand 
w-is liable for all Grand Jury purposes, and the Grand Jury powers or only for the incorporation of certain 
Jury having to do with the making of the roads, these districts with the municipal borough of Drogheda ?— 


little portions which are outside the gates, and were Our petition was to bring in certain districts, and to 
portions of the old 6,000 acres, are still repaired by extend the limits of the municipal borough to a reason- 
tlie Grand Jury of the county of the town, although able distance, as it is in Newry and Dundalk. 


the county of the town aud the municipal borough of 
Drogheda are the same. I just wish to draw your 
attention to this most extraordinary state of things. 


365. It makes all the difference if you applied for a 
transfer of Grand Jury powers from Loath and Meath. 
If you did so, the Local Government Board could not 


Forty years a"0 none of the old people belonging to grant it without the consent of the Grand Juries of 
the town could give any explanation of the matter. both counties ; but if, on the other hand, you applied 

355 Chairman. Was not an alteration of the for the incorporation of certain districts, the Chief 

boundaries made immediately upon the passing of the Secretary might seud down an inspector to inquire into 

Act of 1840 ? Yes, we cannot find any person in the the matter, and report what, in his opinion, ought to he 

town of Droo-heda to inform us how this state of affairs done. I want to know what your petition was for ? 
cmie about. ° The answer we got was, that although they did not 


A 356 The Act of 1840 sets out what are to he the dispute the fairness of the demand we were making, if 
boundaries? -Yes. the people who lived in the houses close to the town 


357. And you say you cannot understand upon what did not agree to it we could not succeed in carrying out 


grounds these boundaries were fixed ? — Yes ; the work 
house, which you may have seen as you came fron 
the milway station, is outside of the town boundary 


360. Have you got a copy of the petition, and the 
answer to it from the Local Government Board ? If 


The railway is also’ outside, and the hackney cars, the you can let us see that correspondence wo shall be glad 
licenses for which are granted by the Corporation, to have it ? — The town clerk lias them, auu can produce 
when there are beyond the control of the Corporation, them. (Town clerk hands in the petition and the 
aud the lamps on* the way to the railway station are reply.) ... , 

paid for by the Corporation ; yet the railway pays 367. How many years is it since the petition was 
none of the rates. There are many other places out- made ! — About two years ago. 

side the town which should he within it for municipal 368. Did yon, in your petition, set out what you 
inn-noses Here is the boundary of this large and im- considered the limits ot the boundary should be?— ISo ; 
1 f .. ... 1 . . .1 .... v. .1. ..4. 1.„ 1 ..... .i;,i „«+ Wo fnv tlm old hoimdnrv. or such 


iiovtant town restricted to those borough stones, beyond we did not. We asked for tlie old boundary, or such 
which we are unable to go, aud make such improve- other boundary as an inspector sent down to uiquue 
nients as should be made. into the matter, might fix upon. 

358. You complain as a great grievance that the 369. You have been a m eml or of tlie Corporation 
municipal limits were so restricted? — Yes ; the lxnui- for a long time, I believe? — For about twenty-five or 
dary was fixed without the sanction of anyone in the thirty years. 

tli . v : n 370. Have you considered what would be a fair 

359. What is the Parliamentary areal Is it the boundary— fair alike to the people inside and outside 

same as the old municipal area of 5,758 acres ?— Yes. the present municipal limits— or whether the old boun- 

360. Were they coterminous?— Yes. dunes, in case of an extension, should be adhered to or 

361. Are you sure of that? — Yes; aud the Grand amended? — Certainly, they should be amended. 

Jury of the county of the town of Drogheda have done 371. You would not have the limits extend so far as 
everything in their power to draw the attention of the the old boundary t— No, not in some directions. 
Government to this state of things, and we want now 372. To what distance from the centre of the town 
to impress upon you that wo are desirous of obtaining would you wish it to extend in each direction. You 
a fair and reasonable extension of our municipal boun- have been for twenty-five years a member of the Cor- 
darv, but at the same time we want it done without poration, and came here for the purpose of stating 
having to get an Act of Parliament. We applied with what you consider to be a grievance, so I want to know 
reference to this to the Local Government Board, and if you have made up your mind as to what would be a 
got a most extraordinary answer to the effect that if fair boundary? — I think the municipal area should 
the people outside would agree to it we would be able extend about two miles all around the town. 


to get them brought in. What we would ask 


373. You would strike a radius of two miles from 


the Government would send down a proper officer, who tlie centre of the town ? — Yes. 

might determine what the boundary should be. If the 374. Do you think that if the boundary extended 
boundary were reasonably extended it would he of the two miles in every direction from the centre of tlie 
greatest advantage, not only to those inside the boundary town, that the inhabitants brought in would derive 
now, hut also to those who would be taken in, because so much advantage from the lighting and water and 
the rate they would be called upon to pay would pro- other conveniences provided for them by the Corpora- 
bably not be more than they give at present to Louth tion, as would compensate them for the payment ot 
and Meath. We have no borough rate at all. I want any rate they might have to contribute to the town ? 
to know if it is possible for us to get this extension —Yes. ‘People within that distance should contn- 
without going to Parliament for it? bute to the rates. It is a great matter to be situated 

362. Mr. Lawless. — I am afraid not, unless you so close to the town. I myself hold about eighty Irish 
have the consent of all occupiers of the outlying places ? acres within a radius of two miles from the centre of 
— We have the consent of the Grand Jury of the county the town, and for my purposes, for instance, for draw- 
of the town, but the answer we received from the ing manure to the land, it is extremely convenient, 
Local Government Board was, that parties holding and one is enabled to bring a great many loads each day. 
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Dboqheda. 375. I suppose a great deal of that eighty acres 
March 2i, 1877. winch you hold would be now exempt from a town 
Aide — a" rate 1 ? — Yes. 

Daly. 37C. Would you be willing to pay a rate on that 

part of your property rather than allow the boundary 
to remain as it is now '] — Certainly. 

377. And do you believe your neighbours would be 
willing to do so likewise ? — I do ; they would if they 
really knew the facts with regard to this question. 
The Corporation property is so large at present, and is 
increasing so much, that they would never be called on 
to pay more than they are paying at present to Louth 
and Meath. 

378. You think the increase in the rental of the 
property would be sufficient to meet the increased 
expenditure if the boundary was extended] — Yes, 
I do. 

379. Mr. Lawless. — In your petition you ask for 
the restoration of your ancient boundary, or such 
other boundary as the Board might think proper j and 
the. answer to the petition, dated 5th April, 1873, says, 
referring to your communication — “ I have to state, 
that the prayer to the Board does not appear to be 
sufficiently specific to enable them to act upon it.” 
Was anything done after the receipt of that reply? — 
You will observe that it says we must get the consent 
of the people themselves. 

380. Chairman. — But you say there would be no 
difficulty in getting that consent? — I say that when 
we speak to them on the subject they agree to it ; but 


it is quite another thing when they talk over the 
matter amongst themselves. 

381. At all events you did not make any more 
specific application after the date of that reply to your 
petition ? — No. The Grand Jury hold that the Local 
Government Board ought to do what is fair, irrespec- 
tive of what the people may like ,or dislike. 

3S2. But the Local Government Board must act 
in accordance with the provisions of the Act of Parlia- 
ment? — Some think that the Local Government Board 
are a sort of Parliament in matters of this sort. 

383. Do you think that by this extension of the 
boundary you would be able to (I do not say you have 
not a very good class of men at present) get a better 
class of men — large owners of property, who would be 
interested in the proper administration of affairs in the 
town — as members of the Corporation ? — Certainly ■ 
you would have a larger area to take them from. 

384. And you thiuk there are some such persons 
now excluded by reason of the narrow limits of the 
municipal borough? — Yes ; we have a very good class 
of men in the Corporation at present, but we mi"ht 
then be able to get better representatives of the 
different classes of society — landlords, and so on. 

385. A good many of the members of the Corpora- 
tion, I suppose, live outside the borough and are mem- 
bers of the Corporation by reason of their holding 
property in the town ? — Decidedly ; Mi - . Chadwick is 
one of those. 

386. Is that one of your reasons for wishing to ex- 
tend the borough boundary ? — Yes. 


Mr. Moore, tre; 

(Rental for September, 

3S7. Chairman. — I see that the arrears of rent due 
at the beginning of the year were £809 10s. 8d., and 
that you left off with £953 5s. Id. How did you 
come to allow the arrears to increase so much. There 
is one lax - ge arrear of rent which we already referred 
to as running for a long time ; but leaving that out of 
the question, there is still a very large arrear clue. It 
looks as if there was very great negligence in the col- 
lection ? — The collection is very good now. There used 
to be arrears of £1,300 or £1,400 for the half year. 

388. The arrears, however, are very large, and a 
year and a half ago Mr. Collet called attention to it — 
he also called attention to it in his last audit. He 
says, “ It appears from the above that the arrears of 
rent have increased from £809 10s. S d. to £953 5s. 2d., 
showing the necessity for more exertion in the collec- 
tion of the rental. This is the more necessary as it 
may be seen that on the expenditure side of the 
abstract there is a charge of £13 ISs. by the hank as 
interest on overdrawn account.” A year and a half 
ago Mr. Collot drew attention to the very large arrears 
brought forward, and recommended the committee of 
the Corporation to investigate them with the view to 
have the irrecoverable arrears cut off? — Yes. 

3&9. He congratulated you on having made a verv 
good collection for that year, but it seems you have 
fallen off again. Can you tell me why, at the .time 
this committee met to clear off the irrecoverable arrears, 
they did not deal .with this item which I see in the 
book of £200? — They left that item untouched 
because the person by whom it was due was dead, and 
his representatives were in the Court of Chancery. 

‘ „ T W alone in the hope of getting it 

from his representatives ? — Yes. 

391. Did they make any effort to get it? — Yes ; 
but the receiver, Mr. Dillon, has lodged a defence, and 
denies the right of the Corporation to recover the 
Arrears. 

. **92. What steps have been taken by the Corpora- 
tion in the matter 1 — -They were advised by their 
solicitor at the last meeting to abandon the proceedings. 

393. What proceedings were taken ? — They brought 
an ejectment. 

394. Mr. Lawless. — Did they ever bring an action 
to recover the arrears— not an ejectment %— No, not to 
recover the arrears. 


usurer, recalled. 

, 1876, is handed in.) 

395. I tlnnk the arrears due would establish the 
light of the Corporation to the property. 

Town Cleric . — An ejectment was brought by the 
Corporation for the recovery of the premises, and a 
defence was entered disputing their title. The leases 
expired in the year 1836, and so great was the diffi- 
culty iu establishing the Corporation’s case that their 
solicitor advised them to abandon the proceedings. 

396. Chairman. — Will that item now be treated as 
an irrecoverable arrear ? — Yes. 

397. Have you not, irrespective of that £200, still 
an arrear of over £700. That seems to be a very large 
arrear on a rental of £3,300. I want you to give me 
any explanation you have to offer with regard to it ? — 
All I can say is, that I collect the rents as fast as I 
can. In fact, so strongly do I push the collection that 
the tenants complain of my being too hard on them. 

398. Are the arrears principally on house property 
in the town 1 — Houses and lands. 

399. I see here £100 odd due by the representatives 
of Henry Oakley ? — Yes. 

400. Mr. Lawless. — Is that arrear on premises in 
the town or on lands 1 — On both houses in the town 
and lands — they are small tenements. 

401. The half year’s rent due in March last year 
was not paid in August, 1876? — No. 

402. Has it been paid since ? — Yes ; it was paid 
about a week afterwards. 

403. Is it a fact that the rent due on September, 
1876, is now due by him? — No; he paid it about 
a fortnight ago. 

404. And there is no rent now due by him? — No; 
he paid it about a fortnight ago. 

405. Is there no rent now due by him ? — No ; I had 
to go to Dublin to get it from him, but I did get it 
from him. 

406. Chairman. — I see a William Campbell owes 
five years’ arrears. Is that Alderman Campbell V— No, 
it is another Campbell. We had to bring an ejectment 
in that case. The arrears have been paid since. One 
of the tenants in possession of the place redeemed it. 

407. There appears to be a year and a half’s rent 
due by John Collons, and the year before there was 
five years due by him 9 — Yes ; that man went away to 
England, and the arrear was considerably reduced 
since by the person who went into possession. 
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40S. That money lias "been paid since? — The greater 
portion of it has been paid. 

1 409. The rent of Henry Clinton’s holding is 
£5 12s. Gd. for the half year, that is £11 5s. a year, 
and he now owes an arrear of £32 17s. Gd. ?— Yes ; 
that £32 17s. Gd. is an arrear that has been going on 
for I suppose, the last twelve or thirteen years. The 
property consisted of houses, and it was sold in the 
Bankrupt Court. It was bought by Henry Clinton, 
and the arrear was due by the former tenant. Hie 
matter was put into the hands of our solicitor, but he 
never recovered the money from the Bankrupt Court. 
It was afterwards handed over to another attorney. 

410. "Why was that arrear not wiped off by the 
committee when they undertook to wipe off all the 
irrecoverable arrears ? — This particular case was left 
over to see if the attorney could not recover the 
money from the Bankrupt Court. 

411. I see another sum of £22 due here? — That 
has been paid since. 

412. The great hulk of the arrears consists of single 


half-year's rent, with the exception of those we have 
already noticed ? — Yes, they are. 

413. £5,000 was borrowed for the bridge, and were 
not £1,200 and £2,000 borrowed to pay off’ old debts ? 
— Yes. 

414. I want to know was the consent of the Lords 
of the Treasury obtained for the loan of that £1,200 
and £2,000 which is said to have been borrowed for 
the purpose of paying off' old debts. The town clerk 
says that you had the custody of the bonds. He said 
you had copies of the bonds i — I have not got the 
custody of them. 

415. Do you know anything about the matter? — No. 

41.G. I cannot understand the consent of the Lords 

of the Treasury having been obtained for these loans 
to pay off' old debts. This £500 was a loan from the 
county infirmary to the Corporation, and the money 
is still owing j but we understand it is transferred to 
a Mr. Kearns, who gets the iuterest on the money 
instead of it being paid to the infirmary, from whom 
the money was borrowed. 


Duogueda. 
March 21, 18T7. 
Mr. J. Moore. 


Mr. George Knaggs, 

Mr. Knaggs.— I think that the Corporation received 
tliat money from and paid the interest to the county 
infirmary*, and the question is whether the governors 
of the infirmary had a right to dispose of these moneys 
to Mr. Kearns. 

417. Mr. Lawless.— Tlie county infirmary had tins 
demand against the Corporation, who paid the interest 
on the money to the infirmary. The county infirmary 
became dissolved, and sold their interest in the loans 
to Mr. Kearns, who thereby became entitled to receive 
the interest from the Corporation of Drogheda until 
such time as the principal is paid off? — Yes ; but the 
question is whether the governors had a right to sell it. 

418. Chairman (to witness). — Has the Corporation 
of Drogheda anything to do with the Harbour Commis- 
sioners? — No. 

419. The Harbour Board is a distinct body alto- 
gether? — Yes, except that I, by virtue of my office as 
Slay or of Drogheda, am ex-officio Chairman of the 
Harbour Board. As a matter of fact, it is principally 
the gentlemen yvho are members of the Corporation 
that compose the Harbour Board, but they, ot course, 
are separately elected to each body. 

420. Mr. Lawless. — Do the Corporation derive any 
fees or dues from the port or harbour? — No,tbey do not. 

421. Chairman. — You say that although the Cor- 
poration, as a body, have nothing to do with the 
Harbour Board, the same persons are generally mem- 
bers of the Corporation and the Harbour Board ? — 
Yes ; they must be elected for one body the same as 
for tlie other. Several members of the Corporation 
are members of the Harbour Board. 

422. Ar e you the only ex-officio member of the 
Harbour Board ? — Yes. 

423. "We found in some places that the Harbour 
Board was constituted by a certain number of member's 
of tlie Corporation and a certain number of members 
of other bodies ? — That is not the case here. 

424. The members of the Harbour Board are elected 
by tlie burgesses, and it is merely a chance whether 
they are member’s of the Corporation or* not ? — Yes, 
but as a matter of fact they generally are. 

425. Mr. Lawless. — What body is that which is 
called the Boyne Navigation Company? — My im- 
pression is that it is the canal company. 

426. How long are you a member of the Corpora- 
tion ? — Over twenty-five years. 

427. About as long as Alderman Daly ? — Yes. • 

428. Did you hear Iris views about the extension of 
the borough boundary? — Yes. 

429. Are your views justthesanre? — Yes ; exceptwith 
regal'd to the area of the limits. I would rather have a 
lavgerboundary than that mentioned by Alderman Daly. 

430. To what distance from the centre of the town 
would you wish it to extend? — I should say about two 
and a half miles. 

431. Were the Corporation unanimous in that peti- 
tion to the Local Government Board ? — They were, and 
every Grand J ray for the last ten or twelve years have 


Mayor, examined. 

been the same, and forwarded memorials on the subject. 

I am decidedly of opinion that it would he an advan- 
tage to the outsiders to be brought in. 

432. Are you a land owner? — I have property both 
within and outside the borough boundary. 

433. Have you property outside the present boun- 
dary, and within the two and a half miles to which you 
wish it extended? — Yes. 

434. And would you be -willing to pay a rate on 
that property if one was struck rather than have the 
boundary remain as it is ? — I would, even if T had 
twenty times as much property as I have at the present 
tune, because I think it would be a groat improvement. 

435. It is said that the railway station, which is out- 
side the present boundary gets the advantage of your 
lamps ? 

Mr*. Harvey. — The road from here to the railway is 
very badly lighted. 

436. Chairman (to TFi<«ess.) — As a matter* of fact 
is the road to the railway properly lighted?— It is not. 

437. It is said also that there is a lamp in a 
very important position, which is not lit at night. 
Would you be glad to have the power to light the 
lamps further than you do now? — Yes ; I appealed to 
the Poor Law Guardians to see if they could not put 
up a lamp at that part of the road for the accommoda- 
tion of the paupers going to and from the workhouse. 

I think they ought to do so, because we have lamps 
outside the boundary which we are not bound to light in 
Meath, and any ratepayer could object to our doing so. 

438. Do yon wish to have power to light them 
further? — Yes. 

439. But is it not quite cleav that the Corporation 
are bound to light that lamp referred to?— Yes. 

440. You have been twenty-five years a member of 
the Corporation. Are you satisfied with the way in 
which the rents of the Corporation property are collec- 
ted ?— Yes ; I am, because I think that if the Septem- 
ber rents are collected before the March rents are due 
it is a very fair collection. The treasurer should be 
allowed to prosecute anyone owing a whole year's rent. 
If one half-year is paid up before entering on another 
I think it would be very fail*. 

441. But I saw some eases in which there were 
three, four, and five half-years’ rent due?— Those were 
cases in which our right to the rents was disputed. 

442. Not always. There is no doubt that between 
1875 and 1876 the arrears increased about £150 ? — It 
has been decided by the Council that dates will be 
fixed for the payment of the rents. 

443. Mr. Harvey (to Mi*. Knaggs.)— Is it not a 

fact that the treasurer opens his office every day for 
receiving the rent ? — Yes. t 

444. Have not then the tenants greater facilities for 
making the payments than if it were only token oil 
certain fixed days?— No. I think that it would be 
a great advantage to have a fixed rent day. 

445. Chairman (to Witness).— Do you contemplate 
having a fixed rent day in future?— Yes. 

Q 
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440. Chairman (to Mr. Moore).— There is one item 
. which I do not underataud. There is so much charged 
for income tux and poor rates allowed to tenants by 
the treasurer. What is that ? — That is the amount of 
income tax and poor rate which I take credit for as 
allowed to me on the rents I paid. 


447. Is it on the ground rent 1 ? — Yes. 

448. Mr. Lawless. — Do you charge yourself with 
the full rent paid by you for the Corporation ? — Yes • 
and then I credit myself with the amount deducted 
for poor rates and income tax. 


Sir. John G. F. Greene examined. 


449. Chairman. — Are you the engineer of the town 
of Drogheda? — Yes. 

450. Wliat are your duties? — As engineer of the 
Corporation I have to look after the carrying out of all 
works such as scavenging, and maintaining the streets 
of the town. 

451. Are the sewerage works and the paving done 
under your direction, and have you the care of the 
pumps and the water supply? — Yes. 

452. For those duties do you now receive a salary 
of .£100 a year? — Yes. 

453. I see that Mr. Collofc at the last audit disal- 
lowed a sum of £30 which was charged to your salary. 
How was it that he only allowed you ,£10u, although 
yon were previously paid £130? — The reason for liis 
doing so, as far as I am aware, was this : The Corpo- 
ration advertised for an engineer at a salary of £130 
a year, £30 of which was to be paid to tho retired 
officer. Since I was appointed in the year 1 87 1 I only 
received £100 a year. 

454. It was an indirect way which the Corporation 
adopted for superannuating an old officer, and the 
auditor very properly disallowed the charge of £30 ? — 
Yes ; only £100 was handed to me. 

455. I understand that the cleansing and watering 
of the town are let to a person by contract? — Yes. 

45 G. And subject to your approval and certificate? 
— Y es. 

457. Is it done to your satisfaction? — Well, gener- 
ally, it is. I have to give a certificate every week 
saying that the work is properly done, or mentioning 
places which are not done. 

458. And is the contractor liable to a penalty if he 
does not carry out your instructions? — Yes. 

459. Have you got the contract? — No, the town 
clerk has it. 

400. Mr. Lawless. — What is the name of the 
contractor? — Edward Monaghan, junior. (Contract is 
handed in.) 

401. Were you the person who prepared this speci- 
fication? — Yes. 

4G2. It was made in July, 1S75 ? — Yes. 

403. And was renewed in 1870? — Yes. 

404. Is the same system of working continued still ? 
—Yes. 

405. Does Mr. Monaghan do the work specified in 
this document? — Yes. 

406. Does he do it under your supervision? — Yes. 

467. Is he paid by weekly payments? — Yes. 

46S. Chairman. — Wliat becomes of the manure 
which is taken off the streets of the town by the sca- 
vengers ? — It belongs to the contractor. 

469. Mr. Lawless. — That is not mentioned in the 
specification? — No j he is merely to cleanse the streets 
and to remove the manure. 

470. Does that specification embrace all the smaller 
lanes in the town as well as tho larger streets ? — All 
the streets and lanes, except those presentable for by 
the Grand Jury. 

471. Chairman. — Are those the main streets coming 
into the town, but outside the walls? — All streets 
within the gates of the town are maintained by the 
Corporation, and those outside the old walls of the 
town are maintained by the Grand Jury. 

472. Mr. Lawless. — Can you state whether the 
same cai-e is bestowed by the contractor on the back 
lanes as on the main streets? — Oh, not at all ; because 
lie might have to sweep the main streets twice for 
onoe that he would have to go to the others. I must 
give the certificate ; and when I see that he has not 
complied with the directions given him, I certify that, 
and they take off five shillings for each case. 


473. Chairman. — We understood from one of the 
witnesses that the Corporation were inquired to make 
certain sewers in the year 1873. Have these sewers 
been since completed ? — They have. 

474. All of them except one street? — The only 
orders made compulsory were for two streets — King- 
street aud James-street. Those two were completed 
within the prescribed time. 

475. Can yon say whether the main streets of the 
town are now properly sewered? — They have not 
main sewers ; they are constructed in the older style. 
Those contracted for since 1873 are different alto- 
gether. 

476. Have those sewers since 1S73 been construct- 
ed with a proper outfall, and are they properly 
ventilated ? — Yes. The Local Government Board 
ordered the Corporation to proceed to make two 
sewers within a certain time, and they have complied 
with those requests. They recommended the Corpora- 
tion should go on with the others also, but they do 
not limit them to time. 

477. Are the other old sewers generally constructed 
of brick? — No, they are stone drains quite square — 
very old ones indeed. 

478. And very imperfect and unfit for their purpose 
I suppose ? — Well, they are more or less unfit for their 
purpose at the present time ; when they were built 
water-closets were not in existence at all, and they 
were only made to cany away certain matters. 

479. Are there connecting drains from most of the 
houses where you made new main sewers ? — I don't 
1 iplieve there are. 

480. Is it the case that the parties are unwilling to 
make them without further proceedings ? — When the 
Corporation have made arrangements, they won’t 
avail themselves of them ; they have to be served with 
notice, and in many cases they wait until the time 
expires. 

481. In these old drains are there any junctions ? 
— -There are, but some of the drains are not deep 
enough to take the drainage. 

482. Have you a good water supply in Drogheda? 
— Very good. It is by private pumping. The Cor- 
poration supply the pumps and fountains alone. 

483. Pumps and water supply cost £58 12s. 5d. 
We were told that that sum arose principally from a 
salary of £1 per week to a man for looking after the 
pumps? — Oh, no; that money principally goes for 
repairs of the pumps and fountains ; the £1 a week is 
included in the pay sheet. 

484. All the Corporation supply are certain public 
pumps? — Yes. 

4S5. How many? — Seventeen. The handsome one 
opposite hero (the Whitworth Memorial) is supplied 
for the waterworks ; that was a presentation to Mr- 
Whitworth, and the waterworks company gave a 
supply of water, but we have seventeen pumps or 
fountains without the Whitworth fountain. 

486. Where do you get your supply for watering 
the streets ? — From the river ; we have a pump from 
the river. 

487. And are the sewers flushed? — They are not 
flushed at all. 

4S8. Mr. Harvey . — The sewage water from the 
public sewer flowed into my cellar. Finding no 
remedy I applied to the Local Government Board ; 
there is a difference of opinion on the point, but my 
impression is that a sealed order came from the Loral 
Government Board to have the sewers completed by 
the 1st of January, 1876. 

489. Mr. Lawless.— ^(Reads report of Local Govern- 
ment Board of February, 1874.) Was there a seal 
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onler of tlic Local Government Board sent down here 
after that ? — I believe there was. 

' 400. Town Clark . — There was no sealed order. 

491. Mr. O'Brien. — T believe there was. 

402. Mr. Lawless. — W hat was done in compliance 
with that order of the Local Government Board ? — 
There was a sewer made in George’s-street, and a 
sewer made in James’-street, at a cost of £ 3S5 2s. 5(7. 

493. Chairman. — I find by this document that 
Kin "-street, James’-street, and the North-road, arc the 
places most calling for immediate notice. Were the 
works done ? — They were. 

494. Within the limit of time ? — Well, whether they 
were done within the limit of time would be an in- 
vidious thing to say. 

495. Have any been made since that! — No. 

496. Mr. Lawless. — Because if goes on to say 
“ When these most necessary works have been fully 
executed, then, and not until then, the other cases 
shall be taken up and bo considered.” 

497. The Mayor . — So soon as the Corporation shall 
have funds at their- disposal. ' 

498. Witness. — I may tell you that the Corporation 
:isked me to make out the specifications and plans for 
the sewers. 

499. Mr. Harvey. — Perhaps it would be well that 
the Commissioners should know that Mr. O’Brien 
ordered a sewer to be made in Shop-street, to go below 
the level of the bed of the river — so much for the 
value of the Local Government Board’s officer. 

500. Chairman (to Mr. Hurray). — There is no 
question in your judgment I suppose, that a great deal 
remains to be done ? — Oh, yes ; a great deal remains 
to be done. 

501. Is it not a question of funds ? — That is so. 

502. And it is quite clear it can’t be done out of 
your present income. Unddr the Act of 1874, you 
can get a sewerage loan, and make a sewerage rate, and 
charge it on that. 

503. Mr. Lawless. — Are there any parts of the 
town unprovided with main sewers t — There are. 

504. Are those parts where the poorer inhabitants 
live ? — Yes. 

505. It would not be a difficult town to sewer, I 
believe? — No, quite the reverse. 

506. Have you been requested by the Corporation 
to prepare any general drainage plan 1 — I have. 

507. And have you done so 1 — I have. 

508. And an estimate of the costs ? — Yes. 

509. And has that matter been under consideration 
lately ? — It has. 

510. Since Mr. O’Brien made his report, have you 
had any instructions on the subject? — Not that I 
know of. 

511. When Mr. O’Brien was here did you show 
him the plans you had prepared ? — No, I did not. 
Several important works were held over until Mi-. 
Greene was appointed, and Mr. Greene did everything 
he possibly could since then ; but his hands are tied — 
that’s my impression. 

512. Mi-. Lawless. — A re there cellars in this town 
used for people to live in? — No; they are all closed 
up — there is one cellar- to be built up in Peter-street, 
and there is another in James-street. 

. 513. Are there any cellars used as kitchens ? — Yes ; 
and the basement floors of houses in certain streets 
are below the level of the bottom of the sewers. 

514. Chairman. — Is that the case, Mr. Greene ? — 
It is. 

515. And what is the nature of the soil? — It is all 
gravel in the lower portion. 

516. It can then be easily percolated ? — Yes. 


517. What is your estimated cost for making proper Dbogueda. 
sewerage in the streets that now require it ? — An ex- March 21, 1877 
penditure of .£1,800 or £2,000. It was the .intention, Mf John Cr 

I believe, at one time of the Corporation to get a loan j? Greene, 
of the money. 

518. Are there any slaughter-houses in the' town? 

— Yes, there are. 

519. Are there any public lodging-houses? — There 
are. 

520. Under whose inspection are they ? — There is 
a person appointed - called the “ registrar of lodging- 
houses.” The appointment is under the late Sanitary 
Act. The slaughter-houses arc looked after by the 
sub-sanitary officer of the district. 

521. Are those slaughter-houses properly inspected 
- -are they properly cleansed, or are they so kept as to 
be a nuisance ? — From all I know of them I would like 
them to he a great deal better than they are. The 
buildings are old. 

522. Are they kept properly cleansed and flushed? 

— They are. 

523. Where do they get their water from 1 — They 
generally get it from the private waterworks. 

524. Mr. II array. — They are washed out into the 
streets ; and the blood and matter flows into the street 
and is most disgusting. 

525. Witness. — That is in Magdalen-street. 

526. Is that the street you referred to when you 
said one street is not properly kept in order ? — Yes. 

527. Who is the inspector of lodging-houses 1 — Mr. 

Levins. 

528. He is not down here ? — (Boferriug to list of 
officers) — He is down as “ sub-sanitary officer. 

529. What was the paving that cost £457 last year 
— what streets did you pave? — Although it appears 
under the heading of “paving" there 1ms bei n very 
little paving done at all ; the money is for cleansing 

530. You told mo the payment to the man for 
taking care of the pumps was included in that ? — Yes ; 
that is a portion of it, and whenever a sewer wants to 
he cleansed we have to employ extra men to do it. 

531. Are the men who are employed in all these 
works paid and overlooked by you. and is the pay- 
sheet signed by you before it is taken to the treasurer ? 

— Yes. 

532. Your certificate is given for all the payments 
for this class of work ? — Yes. 

533. Mr. Harvey. — Would you ask in what account 
he charges for the opening and re-opening of Ship- 
street to prevent the flow of filth from the sewer into 
Mr. Calahan’s and other basements — a How of filth ; 
not a percolation alone, but a leakage of three or four 
feet. 

534. Chairman. — Is that one of the old drains ? — 

Witness — No. 

535. Mr. Harvey. — I wish to be perfectly clear if 
I can. I have seen these openings publicly made in 
the street to clear these places, from time to time, in 
the same locality — within the circle of twenty yards 
oi- so from where we are standing. 

. 536. Chairman. — That must be a continued source 
of expense; and, after all, I believe, it is only a make- 
shift?- — Mr. Harvey.- It is only a makeshift. 

537. Mr. Harvey (to witness).— How often have you 
opened that street in three years ? — Three times. 

538. Chairman.— At the best, the result is very un- 
satisfactory ? — Yes. 

539. Do you know whether any action has been 
taken by the Coi-poration to enforce the making of 
ashpits, &c? — The executive sanitary officer has been 
telling me he intends to summon us at the next sessions. 


Dr. Kelly examined. 


Dr. Kelly. 


540. Are you one of the sanitary officers ? — I am 
appointed as sanitary officer to the town and county. 

541. Do you make your reports from time to time on 
your district to the town clerk as the executive sani- 
tary officer ? — Yes. 

542. And by him they are, I suppose, laid before 


the Corporation, and they make their orders upon them? 
—Yes. 

543. Do you ever meet and confer with the Corpo- 
ration upon them ? — Oh, I constantly meet them. 

544. Because generally I find the doctor never 
attends the meetings of the sanitary committee? — 

Q 5 
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ir&ness. — When the Act came out first I didn’t know 
if they were very friendly disposed towards us ; but 
latterly they are very much so. 

545. Chairman. — I am very glad to hear that. 

546. Wittiest- — For the last six mouths they have 
been most active and energetic ; but I can’t say much 
further than that. 

547. What report can you make of the sanitary state 
of your district generally ? — I think it has been im- 
proved ; but, still I have recommended several sewers, 
and the Corporation deferred the work till the dry 
weather came in many instances. Magdalen-street is 
the street dividing the east and west distracts. There 
ought to be a main sewer, so as to compel those people 
having slaughter-houses to send the leakage stuff into 
it They have no main sewer at present. The com- 
mittee also recommended a sewer for Green-lane, 
and it is about to be done. While you mention the 
slaughter-houses, I am certainly very much of opinion 
there ought to be a single slaughter-house for the whole 
town ; it is impossible for any sanitary officer to be 
always inspecting these places. I certainly find them 
at times in a very bad state. 

548. Are they registered 1 — They are registered. 

549. And whose business is it to inspect them ? — 
The sub-sanitary officer of the district, but there is no 
special arrangement about them. I have constantly 
gone down myself about them. 

550. Are the lodging-houses kept in a satisfactory 
state — are any by-laws passed for them regulation ? — 
There are no by-laws laid down at the present time 

' specially in reference to lodging-houses. Some time 
ago there was a move made in that direction. The 
police informed me that if there were by-laws passed 
they would have the power of inspecting tlrenr. The 
great difficulty is the low class of people who get in 
there ; they are two or three in a bed, especially on the 
fair nights. Of course if you have treble the proper 
number of persons sleeping in each room it leads to 
disease. 

551. Mr. Lawless. — And have you asked the Cor- 
poration to pass by-laws ? — Yes. 

552. Mr. Guile n. — We have by-laws passed in 1SG3. 
[Copy of by-laws produced.] Every lodging-house in 
the town has a copy of these posted up since last Sep- 
tember. 

553. Witness. — I called attention to the necessity of 
having special by-laws. 

554. Chairman (to Mr. Cullen). — Do you say 
these were only issued last September ? — Only since 
last September ; and they have been laid up in lavender 
for twelve or thirteen years. We have now on our 
notes that these by-laws issued in 1863 were never 
circulated until 1876. 

555. Mr. Curtis (a Town Councillor). — They 
appeared to be almost brown from age. 

556. Is there much disease in your district? — 
Witness. — I don’t believe Drogheda has been in such 
a healthy state for the last twenty years as it is now. 

557. Is the state of the district such as to favour 
the spread of epidemic disease in the event of fever 
or small-pox breaking out ? — There is a portion of my 
district such that I recommended to the Corporation 
to shut the houses up altogether — a number of houses 
in Moore’s-lane, and a number of other places. 

558. Have any steps been taken in Drogheda to 
provide improved dwellings for the labouring classes 1 
— No. 

559. You have had no small-pox here I believe 
since 1872? — No. 

560. Do the people keep their houses tolerably 
clean ? — They do not ; in all the small cabins about 
the town there is always an accumulation of filth, 
especially where they keep pigs in the house — that is 
mostly not within the limi ts of the town. 

561. On the whole, for the last six months at all 
events, have you been satisfied with the action of the 
Corporation as a sanitary authority? — Yes. 

562. But you th in k they may be stimulated still 
further with advantage to the town? — Yes. 

563. And the principal thing you want is main 


sewers, that’s clear? — Yes. If you put a force of 
water into sewers of the present class you would 
actually deprive the people of their water. 

564. And you would probably flood all the cellars l 
—Yes. 

565. Mr. Lawless. — When you make a report to 
the Corporation on any subject do you find that your 
report is properly and promptly attended to ? — Cer- 
tainly, within the last six months. 

566. Has it frequently occurred that you have had 
occasion to report the same nuisance more than once ! 
— It has ; more than once. My impression was that 
when the Act required them to appoint a sanitary 
officer the Corporation thought they had already a 
sanitary officer quite capable of doing his duties. 
We are willing to assist, but I do not consider it is 
the position of the dispensary medical officer to he 
inspector of nuisances or sanitary officer. I think the 
Act would work much better if the officer had no 
other duties to perform, and he could call in a medical 
officer if necessaiy. We, having to live by the 
public, don’t want to fight with our patients ; and if 
we were to carry out the sanitary Act strictly as is 
our duty I certainly think we would lose more than 
we would gain. 

567. 'Are you accpiainted with the state of the. 
habitations of the poorer classes of the town ? — I have 
been for the last twenty years. 

568. How are they off for privies? — In the ma- 
jority of cabins they have none. 

569. Chairman — Are there any public water- 
closets ? — There are one or two in the town ; there is 
one public water-closet and several urinals. 

570. I suppose there are many places where there 
is no means of putting up privies? — Well, if you put 
up the ordinary class of privy and it is not cleaned, 
it is more a nuisance than if there were no privy at all 

571. But in some houses I suppose from your 
description they have no back yards? — In the very 
centre of the town here they have no back yards, and 
when they put water-closets in them they were a great 
nuisance. In one case while a water-closet in the 
the next house did exist there was leakage from it 
surd in the next house we had some of the worst 
cases of typhoid fever we have had in the town. A 
water-closet, if not properly kept is a great incon- 
venience. 

572. Have you had an analysis made of the drinking 

water I have had an analysis of the water from Dr. 

Cameron lately, and lie condemns three of the pumps. 
Two of the pumps have been closed, and one has been 
condemned as unfit, and the other scarcely fit. 

573. As a matter of fact is one of the pumps con- 
demned still in use? — Yes. 

574. Mr. Lawless. — Out of how many has lie con- 
demned three ? — Ten altogether. 

575. Mr. Cullen. — And there are about a hundred 
private pumps in the town. 

576. Chairman. — How long ago has that report been 
made by Dr. Cameron? — About three weeks. 

577. (Referring to printed copy of analysis). — He 
says only three are fit for domestic purposes — “ Canes 
well, hay market, and Dublin-road.” One he says is 
quite unfit for use ; and out of ten public pumps there 
are only three, he says, fit for domestic purposes. Two 
are unfit for use, and three are also said to contain a 
dangerous quantity of mineral matter? 

578. Witness. — I would recommend the Corpora- 
tion to insist on the construction of connecting sewers. 
Some sewers have been recently constructed in North- 
road, and I must say they are very well constructed. 

579. Where is their outfall ? — Into the liver. From 
the natural advantages of Drogheda — it being situated 
on the slope of two hills — whenever the rain gets into 
the sewers it washes them down. 

580. Chairman (to the Mayor ). — Can you tell, us 
whether the Corporation have considered the desira- 
bility of getting drinking water from the waterworks, 
and also for the purpose of flushing these new sewers 
— It has been under the consideration of the Council. 
There is a party for it, and . a party against. 
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5S1. Yon have not got a majority yeti— Not vet; 
i wood many of the Corporation are shareholders, and 
are by that means prevented taking a part in the 
matter. If they all had the same voice in the matter 
they would be unanimous for it. I believe there would 
be a majority for giving it into the hands of the water- 
works committee ; and it is only a question of what 
sum the waterworks committee would take if the 
majority of shareholders of the company should be 
disposed to give the Corporation a bargain. 

582. Fitucss.— 1 said I would flush the sewers with 
pump-water if they liked ; and I certainly would flush 
the people with good healthy water, which is much 
more likely to keep the people free from disease by 
oivin" them proper water to cook their food. 

° 5 S 3 . The Mayor . — The Corporation at one time 
thought the sum asked by the company for supplying 
the public fountains was rather exorbitant. A 
majority of the Council were then unwilling to give that 
power to the Waterworks Company. 

584. First of all, did the Corporation put up six 
fountains for the purpose of supplying their district 1 
They did ; and they are up still. 

585. And was it the wish of the Corporation at 
that time that they should lie supplied with the 


Waterworks Company’s water i — Y es ; but they thought 
the sum asked too much. 

586. Is that the £ole reason they are not so supplied 1 
— Some people said they couldn’t bear the water, and 
that it wasn’t fit for use in many cases. Mr. Courtney 
sent a memorial to the Lords of the Treasury on the 
subject and prevented them going forward into the 
matter; but what I stated was substantially the reason 
why the arrangement was not carried out. 

587. Is Mr. Courtney a member of the Corporation 1 
He was not at that time. 

588. Is the district in which these six pumps have 
been put up very much in need of water 1 — V ery much. 
Besides, the principal pump on the North-road is one 
of those erected by the Corporation. There are lots 
of people there totally unable to pay for water. 

589. Mr. Lawless. — Are you aware, whether or not, 
there has been any difficulty caused in making drains 
from private houses by the owners of those houses 
objecting to do the work? — We had two or three cases 
of prosecutions, but the owners soon consented. W hen 
we summoned them they began to make alterations. 

590. Is your district a very fair sample of the town 1 
— A very fair sample. 
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Mr. Thomas M'Kenna, Pool 

591. Chairman. — We have been told that since 
1840, only one member of the Corporation here got 
any of the corporate lauds 1 — There were things con- 
nected with the getting of leases not very creditable to 
the parties mixed up in them. I heard Alderman 
Carty propose here that litigation should commence in 
reference to the matter, and that if the Corporation 
were defeated he would personally defray all expenses. 

592. What is the matter you refer to 1— The matter 
is about property down in Shop-street. 

593. Is that property belonging to the Corporation ? 
— It is. 

594. Mr. Farrell. — The property was leased by the 
Corporation to a Mr. Henry Smith about the year 
1835 ; subsequently to this the Belfast Railway was 
started, and took a portion of the property with it. 
The Corporation insisted it should get the original 
rent reserved in the lease although portion had been 
sold. Grad well and Chadwick got an assignment after- 
wards of the property, hut would not pay the original 
rent in -the lease as portion had been sold. At last 
the Corporation accepted the rent at a reduction. 

595. Chairman. — Were Gradwell, Chadwick, and 
Company connected with the Corporation in any way i 

Alderman Chadwick here to-day was, but lie 

derived under the assignment. 

596. Witness. — A number of councillors came here 
one day in full force, and they carried a resolution 
handing over the property. 

597. Mr. Farrell. — There was a valuation made by 
parties competent to do it. 

598. Do you know of any instance where a man 
has resigned his lease, and gone in and got a reduc- 
tion of the ordinary rent 1 — Well, some of the officers 
have told me it has been done in the case of Mr. Tighe. 

599. Who is the officer who told you so 1 — A Cor- 
poration officer told me. 

(Witness was pressed to name the officer lie referred 
to but declined to do so.) 

600. Is there any other instance you have heard 
of? — I have heard of a case where Mr. Francis William 
Leland owned a great deal of property under the old 
Corporation. He had property winch fell out of lease, 
and the Corporation took on with a new tenant, Mr. 
Flanagan. I will not say whether he got the property 
under the vahie or not, hut I know it was not put up 
to auction. 

601. Are there any other instances besides those 
two that you know of? — Oh, yes; there was apiece 
■of property that belonged to Mr. Burton Tandy in 
which the tenancy was not let by auction. 

602. Is this a case where the tenant came in and 
got a renewal of his lease at less terms than the 


• Law Guardian, examined. Mr. Thomas 

former tenant?— Oh, I do not know that, but I know M'Kenna. 
they departed from the resolution to let by auction. 

603. What the treasurer has told us is, that in any 
case of land falliug out of lease — in the very few cases 
of this kind — it has been put up to auction. In this 
last case you have named, is the person who got the 
renewal of the lease connected with the Corporation ? 

— He was with the old Corporation. 

G04. Mr. Lawless (to Mr. Farrell).— Was he a 
member of the Corporation at the time the new lease 
was granted ? — When his lease terminated, his pro- 
perty was at once taken from him and let to others. 

605. Witness.— I have a complaint to make in re- 
ference to the gas company. They agreed to charge 
the Corporation five per cent, on unpaid bills, the 
Corporation paying in their debt ; and they came up 
here to tins Corporation and voted that sura to them- 
selves out of that fund, and they have never paid 
auy money to tliis Corporation, either for the use of 
the money or anything else. 

606. What about the sanitaiy appaaranee of the 
the town ? — A gentleman called me in to see some 
premises in Laurence-street, and there was as terrible 
a state of filth there as if a single sanitary law lmd 
never been passed, or a sanitary matter never entered 
into the heads of one of the Corporation here auy 
move than into one of the south-sea savages. 

607. Is the place in Dr. Kelly’s, district? — It is 

not. j. 

608. Witness. — A fair-green in the town ot 
Drogheda is the greatest want; I am astonished the 
Corporation do not lay out a proper fail-green. We 
have general cattle-fairs held in the street, and the 
cattle are there preventing the people from getting in 
and out — breaking their windows with their horns, 
smearing their houses in the most disgusting manner ; 
and next morning there is nothing but dirt and filth 
in the streets. This is the case with the horse-fair, 
the pig-fair, and the cow-fair. 

609. Have any representations been made to the 
Corporation on the matter ? — Yes. 

610. And have no steps been taken to remedy it ? 

—No. . . . 

611. Who want to keep up the street fairs — is it 
the publicans %— Well, I don’t think it is the publicans ; 
men coming into the fair, or on market-day, drink just 
as much as if they had a public-house beside them. 

612. Witness. — The construction of the water-works 
cost a great deal of money. They went to a place 
where there is no supply, and the consequence is that 
they want a supply of water for nearly, two hours 
every day at the time of the day when it is wanted 
most. I admit the water was a great benefit, for in 
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some months it is very good for all purposes, but in 
other mouths it is foul. 

G13. Chairman'. — The evidence •we have had from 
Dr. Cameron on the subject is that it is the best water 
of any town in Ireland 'f 


G 14. Witness . — The inhabitants sent in a petition 
r<» say that in tho locality of the pump Dr. Cameron 
dosed up they were free from small-pox or any 
epidemic. 

G15. Chairman. — ‘W ell, we can’t go into that now. 


Mr. Georue Knaccs re-examined. 


GIG. We understand from the last witness that you 
are one of the directors of tho gas company ? — I am. 

617. The eftect of this witness’s evidence is that 
a large number of the Corporation are directors of the 
gas company, and that they charge five per cent, on 
all over-due accounts of the Corporation, and not on 
any other accounts. Is that true i — It is not true. 
The contract they made was that if the money was not 
paid within a certain time, the charge would be five 
per cent. I must also tell you with regard to the gas 
company, that I am the only member of the Corpor- 
ation in any way connected with it. 

618. The town clerk told us that the mains were be- 
longing to the Corporation. Is that the case ? — It is not. 
The mains belong to the gas company, but the lamps to 
the Corporation. The reformed Corporation, when it 
was elected, handed the mains over to the gas company. 

G19. How came you to pay £27 11s. Id. to the gas 
company for lamps, as well as £200 for lighting? — That 
is the purchase of lamp-posts I am referring to. Any 
newlampordei-ed is directed to bo put up by theCorpora- 
tion. This was for some additional lamps put up by 
the Corporation. 

G20. Witness . — Then I must tell you, in addition 
to that, there was great altercation between the gas 
company and the Corporation, when the latter thought 
well of lighting with oil. The public know the advan- 


tage the town derived from that, and the state the 
town is in now. 

G21. I suppose it was found not to answer? The 

gas was found to be the cheaper in the end. 

G22. I want to draw your attention to this : we 
have it in evidence from the treasurer (hat the reason 
the £200 stood over was because you will not allow 
interest on over-due drafts ? — There is nothing of the 
kind in the present contract. 

623. Chairman. — All I wanted to direct your 
attention to was, that if it were, yon were paying as 
much to the gas company as to the treasurer. 

024. Witness . — In addition to that, I may tell you 
the gas company pay very heavy rates indeed for 
county cess and poor rates ; I have a vote in the water- 
works on these occasions ; but it is a misfortune, as 
1 said already, to have any local interest in the pro- 
sperity of the town. So far as the waterworks are 
concerned, no matter what sum we may expend on the 
sewers, unless they are properly flushed you will have 
a perfect nuisance from the scavenging going into 
them. It was decided to ask the present waterworks 
company what they would take for the works, and the 
votes were equal. Mr. Whitworth at that time 
challenged another gentleman to lay down £9,000 if 
Mr. Cavty would take the challenge and have the 
water free. 


Mr. James 
Killeen. 


Mr. J. Killeen, Town Clerk, re-examined. 


G25. Mr. Lawless. — Will yon read us the minute 
of the 3rd M;vv, 1858, passed by the Corporation ? 

IFiVneas reads : — “ T. C. Kirby, pursuant to notice, 
moved, and Councillor Courtney seconded the same, 
that in future all property belonging to the Corpora- 
tion to be let shall be done so by public auction, taking 
into consideration and respecting the tenant-right of 
the tenant in occupation, winch motion, having been put 
from the chair, was declared unanimously earned.” 
G2G. Has that resolution been acted upon? — It 


has ; hut in some instances the Corporation took 
tenders, and did not sell by auction. 

G27. Mr. Lawless. — Will you now read the reso- 
lution of the 12th February, 1875? — (Reads.) 
“ Resolved — That, except in such cases as the Council 
shall otherwise order, no property be set by auction, 
as we consider it more judicious to receive tenders 
therefor.” 

G28. Was that resolution carried unanimously ? — It 


Mr. James 
Killeen. 


Mi-. James Curtis examined. 


G29. Witness. — I wish to say that the reason for that 
resolution being rescinded was this : some of the house 
property fell out of lease, and was about being set. 
It was put up to public auction. No one competed 
with the person in occupation, consequently they had 
it at anything they liked to hid for it. It then came 
before the Council, and they then refused to ratify 
that contract. They then came to the conclusion to 
advertise for tenders, and now people find if they send 
in a fair and reasonable offer it is accepted in every case. 

630. But what I understand is this, that no one 
liking to oppose the occupying, tenant, the occupying 
tenant got it at a sacrifice '? — It was with the view of 
getting a fair rent that this resolution was passed. 
A committee of the Corporation was appointed to see 
whether a fair rent was given or not ; and they never 
took advantage of their position against the tenant. 

631. Were these rents fixed by the committee, or 
did they call in a public valuator? — They were fixed 
by the committee. 

G32. Have they any skilled knowledge as being 
agents or valuers themselves ? — They have not ; there 


was one gentleman among them, Mr. Battersby, who 
is a valuator; and Alderman Daly has considerable 
skill in matters of this kind. 

633. What I understand by the resolution of 1875, 
is this — that they should let by advertisement for 
tenders? — In these cases I mention, when the pro- 
perly was put up to duction, there not being a fan- 
price, they then set it by private tender. 

634. How long have you been a member of the 
Corporation ? — Four years. 

635. During that time has the land been let at 
fail- letting terms ? — In every instance that I am ac- 
quainted with, they have. 

636. And below Griffith’s valuation 7 — I don’t know 
Griffith’s valuation, but I considered it a fail* honest 
rental. There was one case in Fair-street, where three 
houses were bringing in 19a. for the half-year, and now 
they are bringing £80 a year ; those are the very houses 
for which no one woiild compete with the occupiers. 

C37. Those have been old grants ? — Yes. 

638. Do you believe it to bo the obj ect of the Corpora- 
tion to get the best terms possible ? — On every occasion- 


Mr. James Killeen re-examined. 


639. Chairman. — Mi-. M'Kenna told us, Mr. 
Killeen, that you could give us information as to this 
lease to Mr. Tighe with Mr. Leland? — I don’t know 
anything about Mr. Leland ; but Mr. Tighe has been 
recommended by the Corporation for a lease for thirty- 
one years at £18, he to lay out £150. 


640. Mr. Lawless. — What was the property? — A 
store in John-street. 

641. Is Mr. Tighe a member of the Corporation?— 
He is not. 

642. What was that property let at before? I 
don’t know. 
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Chairman. — Besides, Mr. Tighe undertakes 
to lay out .£150 a year at least! — Yes. 

044. What -was that land of Leland’s — do yon know 
anything about it! — I do not. 

045. Mr. Lawless (to Mr. JPKcnna ). — What was 
the nature of the property Mr. Leland held — houses 
or lands!— Lands. The only thing I can say on this 


point is that the property was not put up to auction Drociieda.. 
at all. “ , , , . M "' eh n - 1S7T ' 

G4G. Were the people who got Leland s land after j ames 
the lease fell in members of the Corporation ! — No. Killeen. 

G47. Mr. Knagga.—Mv. Flanagan who got Mr. 

Leland’s land was the father of the present Mr. 

Flanagan, and neither he nor the son were connected 
with the Corporation at that time. 


1. Chairman. — Are j 
— Yes. 

2. How long have y 


ENNISKILLEN.— March 23, 1S77. 

(Before Mr. Corbett (Chairman), and Mr. Lawless, q.c.) 

Ml-. J ohn Cleland examined. 

ou town clerk of Enniskillen ! were they leased by the old Corporation ! — Well, I 


i been town clerk! — Eight 


‘ 3. How is Enniskillen governed! — Enniskillen was 
subsequent to the Municipal Corporation Act of 1 840, 
governed by the 9th Geo. IV., cap. 82 ; and in 1870 a 
Local Act, the 33 & 34 Vic., cap. 143, was obtained, 
under which the town is now governed. 

4. ’ Are the Town Commissioners of Enniskillen 
made a body corporate by that Act 1 — Yes. By that 
Act the Commissioners under the 9th Geo. IV. are 
continued and made a Corporation. I have not a copy 
of the Act. I have only a copy of the Bill. 

5.. Were you town clerk previous to the passing of 
that Act ? — I was. 

G. Were you concerned in the preparation of the 
BUI!— No. 

7. I perceive that in the Act the parlia mentary and 
municipal boundaries are made equal. Is that so?- — 
Yes ; the municipal limits and the parliamentary limits 
were made equal by section S. 

5. Were tb e powers of the Grand Jury of Fermanagh 
within the borough transferred to the Commissioners ? 
—Yes. By section 1G and the following sections all 
the Grand Jury powers are transferred from the comity 
of Fermanagh to the Commissioners. 

9. Except that there is a provision making the 
borough liable to contribute to certain charges of the 
county at large! — Certainly. 

10. How is the amount of these charges ascertained ? 
— The Grand Jury furnishes mi account half-yearly to 
the Commissioners ; and that account has to lie certi- 
fied by the borough surveyor. 

11. ” What is the nature of these charges! — These 
charges to which the borough contributes are for the 
purpose of maintaining the county gaol, the local 
asylum, and other county at large purposes. 

12. Previous to the passing of this Act, did the 
Commissioners under the 9th Geo. IV., cap. 82, make 
a rate ! — They did not. 

13. Did they never make a rate! — No, they regu- 
lated the town entirely by tlie income derived from 
their rents. This Act, the Enniskillen Improvement 
Act, gave power to make an improvement rate and a 
water rate, both being limited. The improvement rate 
was limited, by sec. 29, to 2s. G d. in the pound, and the 
water rate, by sec. 42, to Is. 6 d. 

14. For what purpose was the water rate to he 
applied 1 — For the purpose of making waterworks and 
supplying the town. 

15. What is the highest improvement rate you 
have levied! — 2s. in the pound. That is the rate 
which has been made ever since the passing of the 
Act, and it is the rate for the current year. 

16. What is the water rate! — The water rate is 
Is. 4c?. in the pound ; it is continuous. 

17. What is the nature generally of the corporate 
property! — It consists principally of houses in the 
town, and the townland of Kilnaloo, about three mileS 
from the borough. 

18. What is the acreage of Kilnaloo? — 122a. Or. 3 2p. 

19. Into how may holdings is it divided! — I think 
there are four or five small holdings. 

20. Have these lands fallen out of lease or come 
into the hands of the Commissioners since 1840, or 


have here two leases made in respect of land in the 
townlancl of Kilnaloo ; one of them is dated 1S49, and 
the other 1840. 

21. Was the lease of 1S40 made by the old Corpo- 
ration! — Yes. The lease of 1840 is a lease of 21 a. 

Ik. 35 p., Irish measure, for tln-ee lives or sixty-one 
years, granted to Mr. Robert Hueston at .£24 8s. per 
annum. 

22. That is not much more than £1 per acre ? — Not 
much more. 

23. What is the value of that land 1 — I have not 
the least idea of what the letting value of it is. It is 
a farm of hincl. 

24. Mr. Lawless. — W hat is the exact date 1 — 22nd 
June, 1S40. 

25. Chairman. — W as the consent of the Lords ol 
the Treasury obtained to that lease! — I should say 
not ; I don’t think so. 

2G. I wish to see was Enniskillen included in the 
Restraining Acts of 1830 and 1838. Do you know if 
it was? 

Mr. Jeremiah Jordan (chairman of the Commis- 
sioners). — It is included in the schedule. 

27. Chairman. — The Act of 183G was an Act 
restraining for one year the alienation of corporate 
property. That was extended by subsequent Acts to 
1840, and this lease was granted during the time the 
Act was in operation ? — Yes. 

28. The present Commissioners found that lease m 
existence ? — They did. 

29. The other lease was granted in 1S49 1 

Town Clark.— Yea. That was granted by the Com- 
missioners under the 9th Geo. IV. The lease of 1S49 
was, I understand, a lease of part of the lands of Kil- 
naloo, containing twenty-eight acres, for a term of 
thirty-one years, at £23 a year, to James Maguire. 

30. What is the letting” value of land at Kilnaloo 
and its immediate neighbourhood at the present time ? 
— I could not say. 

31. When that lease was made to Maguire can you 

say was there any valuation made of the lands ? — Not 
that I am aware of. . . . . 

32. Is there any minute about it in your books f — 

In a minute with reference to the month of May, 1849, 
there is something mentioned about the lease, but 
there is nothing said about the valuation. I never 
came across in the books anything with regard to the 
valuation. — 

33. Chairman (referring to minute book). — Mere is 

Maguire’s offer : — ...... 

° “9th April, 1849. 

“I propose to give the Town Commissioners of Enniskillen the 
sum of £23 sterling per annum for that portion of the lands of Ka- 
naloo formerly held by Adam Maguire, with the sum of £100 

sterlin" £50 towards the old arrears, and the remaining £o0 to be 

allowed in tbe rent as it may accrue. Rent to commence 1st day 
of May, 1849. A lease to be given for sixty-one years provided 
tbe Town Commissioners have power to do so.” 

34. The next meeting appears to have been on the 
2. 5 tlx 'April, 1849. It was then proposed— 

“That Mr. James Maguire be allowed to retain £20 of the fine 
he is to par for Kilnaloo towards building a house on the plan of 
tlmt burned: anil that if the Commissioners succeed in getting tlio 
£•>5 sought for, Mr. Maguire be banded the difference ; and if less 
be obtained Mr. Maguire do hand back tbe difference to the Corn- 
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Enniskillen, except by implication. "What is tlie date of the lease 1 
March 23, 1877. — The 4th Juno, 1849. 

35. It appears by the minutes that on the 12th 
Clelaml. 11 March, 1S49, it was resolved — 

“ That our agent be directed to give up to Adam Maguire what- 
ever property lie lias now under seizure on the said Adam Maguire 
first giving up the lull and legal possession of the farm which he 
holds under the Corporation of Enniskillen, which is situate in the 
toivuland of Kilnaloo, said possession to be given up within one week 
from this date.” 

Evidently there was some distraint for rent, and the 
hinds were to be given up on the gfiods being given 
back. Do you know what relation was Janies to 
Adam Maguire ? Was he his sou, or any relation ? — 
I don’t know. 

3G. At all events, at the next meeting James 
Maguire made the offer I have read 1 — Yes. 

37. He was to pay £100 ; practically that was no 
fine at all, for £50 was to be applied towards payment 
of arrears, and the other £50 were to be allowed for 
the next two years’ rent? — Yes. 

3S. There does not appear to have been any steps 
taken by the Commissioners to value the land. There 
is no reference to the old rents they had been paid ; 
and, in fact, there was really no formal acceptance of 
Maguire’s offer ? — No. 

39. And no attempt to let the land by auction? — No. 

40. There is no reference to the matter after that, 
except about tlie allowance for £20. The lease was 
not granted for sixty-one, but for thirty-oue years. 

41. Mr. E. N. I.owe (collector of the Commission- 
era’ rents). — Maguire assigned his interest to another 
party, who assigned it to a third, and the place is now 
in possession of a man named M'Barron. I wasn’t 

' agent at the time the letting took place. 

42. Have you, Mr. Town Clerk, in your possession 
any other leases granted of the 1 antis of Kilnaloo ? — N o. 

43. No older leases than 1840? — No, I think not. 

4-1. Tlie borough engineer says there is 122 statute 

acres in the place, and about seventy of these are not 
accounted for. All I understand you to say is that 
you know of no other leases of Kilnaloo being in exist- 
ence ? — I do not 

45. Since you became town clerk have any old leases 
fallen into the Commissioners’ hands, and have relettings 
been made ? — Yes, some house property in the town of 
Enniskillen fell into their hands. 

40. Nothing but houses ? — No. 

47. None of the Kilnaloo property fell in? — No. 

48. In those cases have the premises been relet by 
auction, or by public advertisement, to the highest 
bidder i — In some instances they were let by advertise- 
ment. A considerable portion of the property in 
Belmore-street was let by tender. They were not let 
by leases — the letting was from year to year, and was 
made to two or three gentlemen who sent in the 
highest tenders. One portion was let to Mr. William 
Lowry, and another to Mr. Patrick Maguire. 

49. Were these gentlemen Commissioners ? — No, 
neither of them. 

50. Nor connected with the Commissioners ? — No. 

51. And was the hightest offer tlie one that was 
accepted ? — Certainly. 

52. Is that the only instance since you have been 
town clerk, iu which premises fell into the hands of 
the Commissioners, and were relet ? — I think so. One 
of the old tenants came in and surrendered a lease on 
condition of his getting a new one, the provision being 
that he should remodel the house. 

53. Was that Mr. John Collum? — Yes. 

54. I see he holds a house in Belmore-street for 
seventy-five years, at £8 per annum ; he holds a tene- 
ment and garden in Toneystick — a strip of land, and a 
third holding, for seventy-five years each? — I am re- 
ferring to Ms holding in Belmore-sti’eet. 

55. Is that the one at £8 a year ?— No, it is not in 
the list I sent you. The rent had been £2 14s. per 
annum, and in consideration of his paying an increased 
rent up to £4 a year, he got the seventy-five years’ lease. 

56. How many years of the old lease had yet to 
run? — Twenty-four, I believe. 

57. He surrendered that on condition that he got a 


fresh lease for seventy-five years, at £4 a year ? y es 

on the terms of his undertaking to raise the house a 
story. It had been a thatched house — and he under- 
took to raise it, and put a slated roof on it thereby 

increasing the value of the property. 3 

58. Have you got a minute of that in your book? 

I have (referring to book). 

59. Is he the same Mr. Collum that holds the tene- 
ment and laud in Toneystick, and the house in Belmore- 
street 1 — Yes. 

60. Was the consent of the Lords of the Treasury 
obtained to that lease? — It was not. I have the 
minute here : — 

“3rd August, IS 74. 

“That we take a surrender of Mr. Collum’s existing lease of that 
house in IJelmore-street, occupied by Philip Shannon, at an existing 
reut of £2 Us., and give him a new lease for a term of seventy-tire 
years from tlie present time, on the condition specified in his letter 
of 30th July, 1874, at an additional rent of £1 (is. sterling, makin" 
a total rent of £4 sterling per annum, and that Sir. Collum bear 
the legal expenses resulting from the change." 

Cl. The house is said to be in the occupation of 

Philip Shannon. What rent does he pay for it ? I 

don’t know. The frontage appears to be twenty-seven 
feet six, and the depth sixty-two feet. That was an 
increase in the rent — when it was raised to £4 per 
annum — of about Is. per foot. 

62. What is the place valued at at present? — It is 
at present valued at £15 10s. — that is since the new 
building was put upon it. 

63. What was the former rate? — I don’t know. 

64. Mr. M c Mullen (poor-rate collector). — The former 
rate was £10 a j r ear. 

65. Chairman. — This geutleman, Mr. Collum, ap- 
pears to have had three other leases granted since 1840. 
One in Belmore-sti’eet, one in Toneystick, and other 
property besides at Fortliill? — Yes ; and lie lias a good 
deal of property in the pig-market. 

66. Property belonging to the Commissioners? — Yes. 

67. Mr. Jordan (chairman of the Town Commis- 
sioners). — He has not a great deal in the pig-market. 
He has no lease ot that property so far as we know. 

68. Mr. Lawless. — Does lie pay a weekly or annual 
rent? — Mr. Jordan. — He pays an annual rent. 

69. Chairman. — Does Mr. Collum pay reut to the 
Commissioners for property in the pig-market for which 
he has no lease, so far as you are aware? — Yes. 

70. Then he holds on sufferance? — Mi’. Jordan. — 
I really could not tell you. He says his title is good, 
though the Commissioners don’t know anything about 
it. 

71. Have the Commissioners ever taken any steps, 
since you became town clerk, Mr. Cleland, to ascer- 
tain what title Mr. Collum had to this property in the 
pig-market ? — Nob that I am aware of. It appeal’s the 
Commissioners appointed committees to inquire 
whether Mr. Collum had a title, but they never could 
make it out. (Rental handed to Chairman.) 

72. I suppose this ground for which Mi’. Collum 
pays rent is in disputed possession? — Well, sometime 
ago the Commissioners, as I stated, appointed a com- 
mittee to investigate his title, and they could not come 
to any satisfactory conclusion on the subject. 

73. If he had a lease he could produce it? — He 
could, but he failed to produce it. 

74. Does he pay an adequate rent for it? — I am not 
sure whether he does or not. It is not valued. Mr. 
Dai Tagk and Mr. Lowe have built ou it. Paget-street is 
the pig-market. 

75. £7 a year is what he pays for the pig-market ; 
and Captain Collum, who I understand now represents 
Mr. John Collum, claims that he has a lease of that 
property? — So I believe. 

76. The Commissioners could not find out whether 
he had or not, though they asked him to produce the 
deed, and he failed to do so? — I am not aware that the 
Commissioners asked Captain Collum to produce the 
leases, but they asked his father, the late Mr. John 
Collum. 

77. In the meantime have they accepted the rent ? 
— They have. 

78. How long have they been receiving the rent 
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since the question as to the lease -was raised ? — Some 
three or four years. 

79. What is the nature of the property for which 
he pays this £7 a year? — It was a plot of vacant 
ground, upon which a few yearn ago some stores were 
erected. 

80. Erected by John Colliun or his representatives ? 

Erected by the tenants to whom he sublet the 

property. 

81. Do you know what he sublets the property for? 
— No. 

82. Mr. George Darragh. — I pay £7 10s. a year for 
the ground, but that includes some ground held by 
Mr. Collum himself, and which the Commissioners 
have no claim upon. The ground is only fourteen feet 
in front. 

83. Chairman. — What are you paying Captain 
Collum for the property belonging to the Commis- 
sioners? — The front part of the strip belongs to the 
Commissioners, and the back to Captain Collum. I 
pay him £7 10s. for the whole, but there is a provision 
as to £2 a year, which is to be abated when Captain 
Colium’s lease under the Commissioners of that portion 
falls in, and the £2 a year will then have to be paid 
to the Commissioners. 

84. Then I may say you are paying him £2 a year 
for what he holds from the Commissioners ? — I suppose 
it amounts to that. There are four houses included 
in that £7 10s. 

85. Do these four houses belong to the Commis- 
sioners ? — They are built on the land of the Commis- 
sioners. 

56. What is the rent altogether which Collum gets 
for the Commissioners’ land ? — I could not tell you that. 

57. These are houses on the Commissioners’ land, 
and when they dispute the lease one would think that 
they would take some steps to ascertain their rights. 

Mr. Lowe. — I never got directions to take such steps. 

8 S. Chairman. — Give me the rateable valuation of 
the property at all events. 

89. Town Clerk. — The names of the parties occupy- 
ing are William Johnston, John Maguire, John Love, 
and Francis Kelly, and the rating is £39 a year, for 
the whole premises. Mr. Darragh’s store and Mr. Law’s 
store are valued at £22 and included in that £39. 

90. Chairman. — That would leave about £12 a year 
for what he is paying £7, exclusive of the other places? 
— Yes. 

91. What he is paying £7 a year for is rated for 
£12 exclusive of the new buildings put up by his 
tenant. Can you tell me the particulars of the lease 
granted since 1840 and for which he pays £16 a year? 
— No. (Lease produced). 

92. Mr. Jordan. — That is the old lease which was 
made to Dr. Hugh Collum, and when he surrendered 
it a new lease was made to Mr. John Collum. 

93. Chairman (to Town Clerk). — Look in your 
minute book for 1849 for anything in relation to that 
surrender and fresh lease. What was the rent in the 
old lease he surrendered? — £13 per annum. 

94. And how many years were to rim? — It was 
made in 1839 for sixty-one years, so that there were 
twenty-three years to run. 

95. And did he agree to pay £3 a year more to get 
the lease for seventy-five years ? — Yes, and to build a 
house costing £200. The old lease which was cancelled 
was one of the leases granted by the old burgesses in 
1839, after the statute was passed restraining the 
alienation of corporate property to a brother of Mr. 
Collum, and Captain Collum holds it as successor of 
John Collum. 

96. There was another strip of land in Toneystick 
which was granted to him at the same time for seventy- 
five years at £2 a year? — Yes. (Lease produced). 

97. Was that a building lease? 

Mr. Jordan. — Yes. Under that lease he was to 
expend £50. 

98. This was a piece of ground about which there 
was a dispute as to a right of way, and he was to 
expend £50 within five years ? 


Mr. Jordan. — Yes, but he never built, so that he Kssiskiixek. 
has not expended the £50, or any portion of it, except March 23 , 1877 . 
what he laid out paling it. J[r j olin 

99. This was a strip of ground over which Collum cidand. 
claimed a right of way, and in order to get rid of the 
dispute, the lease was granted to him for a term of 
seventy-five years, on condition of his expending £50 

on the place, but that £50 has not been laid out by 
him? — Witness . — Quite so. 

100. We now come to his holding in Belmore- 
street, which he held from the Commissioners under 
a lease for seventy-five years at £S per annum ? — 

That lease is not forthcoming. It does not appear 
that we have got a copy of it. 

101. It is down on the schedule you handed me of 
leases granted since 1S40. ~ Perhaps Mr. Lowe, the 
agent of the Commissioners, will let us have a list of the 
lands held by Captain Collum and a list of the persons 
holding under him. 

Mr. Lowe. — Yes, I will do the best I can. 

102. Witness. — I think the annual rent mentioned 
in the lease of the Belmore-street premises is 
£6 15s. 2d., and not £8. The latter figure is evidently 
a mistake. 

103. Who keeps the leases? — The chairman and 
town clerk have each a key for the safe in which 
they are kept hi the town hall. 

104. When did you first ascertain that these leases 
were lost? 

105. Mr. Jordan. — Three or four yearn ago. 

106. Witness. — Far longer. There is a printed list 
showing the lost leases. That was made some ten 
years ago, long before I was town clerk. I found it 
in existence when I came into office. 

107. Is that printed list you found the lease to 
John Collum of the house in Belmore-street men- 
tioned ? — Yes, at an annual rent of £6 15s. 2d. 

108. Mr. Jordan. — It may be well to inform you 
that Mr. John Collum was law agent for the Cor- 
poration from the commencement of the Commis- 
sioners, under 9th George IV., cap. 82, and he was 
succeeded by his brother Mr. Archibald Collum, so 
that they had all our leases and papers under their 
hands and control. Some of these papers, we cannot 
say whether intentionally or otherwise, have got astray. 

109. Then in point of fact, at the time some of 
these leases were granted to him, Mr. Collum was 
agent to the Corporation ? — One of the brothers was. 

110. Mr. Lawless. — Who was agent in 1849? — 

Mr. Jordan. — Mr. John Collum himself was law 
agent, and in 1852, Mr. Archibald Collum succeeded 
him — Mr. John Collum, having gone to reside more 
in Dublin. We have not been able to lay our hands 
on that Paget-street lease, and the Belmore-street lease 
is another of the missing ones. 

111. Chairman. — Except what appears on the 
printed document to which reference has been made, 
we seem to have no record as to the lease of Belmore- 
street at all. I followed what appeared on the rental. 

I saw Mr. Collum’s name down there four times ; and 
here I have Mr. Collum down for £6 15s. 2d., and I find 
Captain Collum again down for £4 9s. Qd, per annum ? 

Mr. Louie. — That is for the place opposite the rail- 
way station, known as the railway hotel, and occupied 
by a man named M'Namee. The premises are rated at 
£ 22 . 

112. What is the date of that lease? — It is dated 
27th November, 1850 — and was made for that plot of 
ground on which two old houses or cabins were 
erected, lately in the possession of John Copeland, or 
his tenants. 

113. Who is that lease made to? — A man named 
M'Donnell for seventy-five years. 

114. Who pays you the rent? — Captain Collum 
pays the rent, £2 4s. 9 d. half-yearly. 

115. How comes Captain Collum to hold the 
property now ? — It was assigned to his father John 
Collum, by M'Donnell. My belief is that M'Donnell 
was simply the trustee for J ohn Collum. 

116. What is this property rated for in the rate- 

R 
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book ? — Since the buildings have been erected on it 
the rating is £22 a year. 

117. He stipulated to lay out £100 in building 
premises. Did lie do so? — Oh, yes ; lie laid out more. 

118. Collumor M‘Donnell ? — Collum. 

119. Can you make out a list for us, specifying 
the tenements, &e. ? — I do not know where the 
tenements are. I got the Commissioners’ rental, and 
I followed it strictly since I became agent. I never 
examined tlieir property. I am not the Commis- 
sioners’ agent. I only receive the rents, and get the 
miserable poundage of Gel. for doing so. 

120. Mr. Lawless.— Can you let me have the 
rental? — Yes. (Rental produced.) 

121. .Is this a copy of the old rental that you got 
when you went into office ? — Yes; it is the same, except 
for any alterations that were made since in the tene- 


122. Chairman. — Will you just put down on paper 
the different holdings for which Collum pays you rent, 
with the locality of the holding, the amount of the 
rent, and whether there are leases or not? — Yes. 

123. Has the present Mr. Collum continued to hold 
all the property that was leased to Archibald Collum ? 
— There was no lease to Archibald Collum, but Captain 
Collum holds the property leased to John Collum. 
The lease in 1849 was surrendered by John Collum, 
and a new lease was granted by the Commissioners. 

124. Chairman (to Town Clerk ). — Was there another 
letting by the Commissioners since you have been town 
clerk ? — -There was a lease made to Mr. J ohn Lemon 
in the year 1870, since I became town clerk — a build- 
ing lease — and another building lease to Mr. Coulter. 
Lemon’s lease was a building lease for seventy-five 


years. 

125. Can you produce that lease? — Yes. (Lease 
produced.) 

120. What was the consideration of that lease ? — 
He was to expend £1,000, 1 think, but I am not certain. 
He spent about £2,000 on the place. The lease was 
for seventy-five years — either two or three acres, at 
£13 Is. 8 d. 

127. Is that building ground in Toney stick? — Yes. 

128. £13 Is. 8d. for seventy-five years ? — Yes. 

129. Can you tell me what was the rateable value 
of that land in Tonevstick for which he paid £13 
Is. 8(7. previous to the erection of the new building by 
Mr. Lemon ? — No, I cannot tell you. 

130. What is the rateable value now? Are the 
buildings completed ? — They are. 

131. What do the buildings consist of? — There are 
six houses. The valuation of the houses, offices, and 
gardens on that ground is £104 10s. Thera is one 
piece of land valued at £5 10s., and another piece at 
£6, and there is a separate valuation on the houses. 

1 32. Which piece of ground is valued at £6 ? — It is 
separate from the houses altogether. 

133. You say one piece of the land is built upon — 
is it not? — No. 

134. Does he not pay £3 a year rent for that por- 
tion of which he has a thirty-one years’ lease ? Which 
of the pieces is that ? — I cannot toll. 

135. Perhaps it may be for the two? — Yes, it 
may be. 

136. Are they both in the occupation of Lemon? — 
Yes. 

137. Whom does the rate-book say is the owner? — 
It does not say. • 

138. Is not Mr. Lemon the owner? — No ; the Town 
Commissioners are the owners, 

139. At all events, the only two pieces of lands that 
are not built upon and are held by Lemon in Toney- 
stick are divided into two pieces — one valued at £6 
and one at £5 10s., and the only rent he pays is £3 a 
year for the lands not built upon ? — Yes ; the houses 
are built upon a piece of ground for which he pays 
£13 Is. 8 d. a year. 

140. We cannot get what the value of that ground 
was before the houses were built upon, but we can get 
the value of the land which is not built on, and which 


he holds under a thirty-one years’ lease. Can you give 
me that lease ? — Yes. (Lease produced.) 

141. I see that the building ground was let for 
thirty-one years at a rent of £13 Is. 8c?., and it con- 
sisted of 2a. 1r. 4p. These two portions of land — one 
at £5 10s. and one at £6, and a portion on which the 
six houses are built — are valued exclusive of the build- 
ings. The valuation of this is £104 odd. Is Mr. 
Lemon in any way connected with the body of Com- 
missionei's, or was he at that time ? 

Mr. Jordan. — He was a member at the time the 
lease was given to him, and he was at the board on the 
day the lease was signed — that is the first lease. 

142. Was he a member of the municipal body at the 
time he obtained this lease of building ground at £13 
Is. 8c7. 1 — No, he was not. 

143. That was in the year 1870 ?— Yes. 

144. How recently had he been a member of the 
municipal body ? 

Town Clerk. — Not for a number of years previous 
to that date. 

145. Mr. Jordan. — He was again elected a member 
in 1873, but had not been a member for many years 
previously. He was present as a Commissioner when 
the lease was made on the 6tli March, 1848. 

146. Mr. Lawless. — I see that the last signature 
of the lessors on the lease is his. He must have 
signed it as a Commissioner. 

147. Chairman (to Town Clerk). — Did he surrender 
that lease in 1873?— Yes. 

148. Did he do so on the understanding that a 
seventy-five years’ lease was to be granted to a sub- 
tenant? — Yes. 

149. Can you get the minute of that transaction? 
— Yes ; it is dated 3rd November, 1873. 

150. When are the Commissioners elected for the 
year? — They are elected in the month of July for 
three years. 

151. Had he resigned previous to the 3rd Novem- 
ber, 1873 ?— No. 

152. Will you now read the minute ? — Yes. 

“ 3rd November, 1873. 

“ Proposed by Mr. Mills, seconded by Mr. Cassidy, and passed 
unanimously, that an entry of Mr. Lemon's offer be made in the 
minute-book, that he will not be disturbed in his bolding until the 
expiration of his lease by his now surrendering the lease, so that 
Mr. Arthur get bis building lease in accordance with the resolution 
of I860." 

153. Mr. Jordan. — These houses were partly built 
by another man. Mr. Lemon had assigned the piece 
of ground to another man named Bleakley, who bad 
the houses partly built. Mr. Arthur bought his 
interest, and then came to the Commissioners for a 
building lease for seventy-five years, although the 
houses were in course of erection. 

154. Do you say that the houses were actually built 
by Mi\ Bleakley? — Yes, they were. He assigned to 
Arthur ; and Arthur, under the conditions in the sur- 
render of Mr. Lemon’s lease, got a building lease for 
seventy-five years for building houses that were already 
built. 

1 55. Was Mr. Lemon a Commissioner in 1860? — 
I think not. Here is the minute of 2nd January, 
1860 : — 

“ Proposed and seconded, that Mr .William Arthur’s proposal for a 
lease for a plot of ground situated in Tonevstick, at the yearly rent 
of 30s., bo granted on condition of Mr. Lemon handing over bis 
lease of the premises to be cancelled. Five voted for and three 
against.” 

156. Was there a lease granted in 1860? — No. 

157. This resolution of 1860, although passed by a 
majority, was never acted upon ? — Never. 

158. And the matter was not brought up again 
till the year 1873 ? — Not to my knowledge. 

159. Mr. Jordan. — I think there was a time spe- 
cified within which it was to he executed. I believe 
within one year, and that period elapsed without l 
having been done. 

160. The lease was not enlarged, and nothing was 
done till 1873?— No. 
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161. Chairman (to Toion Clerk). — Was Mr. Lemon’s 
lease not surrendered till 18731 — No, it was not. 

162. Mr. Jordan. — We do not know anything 
whatever about Bleakley’s lease. We never knew 
anything about it. 

163. Chairman. — The Commissioners at that time 
recognised that there was a lease, because Lemon 
is to hand over his lease to he cancelled. It was 
assumed there was a lease ? — We do not know any- 
thing about the assignment of that lease to Bleakley. 

164. In November, 1S73, a resolution was proposed 
and passed which was to the effect that Lemon was 
not to be disturbed in his holding until the expiration 
of his lease, and that a lease was to be given to 
Arthur on condition of Lemon’s surrendering his 
lease ; that means-, in fact, that he was to go through 
the form of surrendering his lease, for, as I understand 
it, he was still to get the benefit of the lease, and that 
because of his doing so a lease was to be given to 
Arthur for building houses which, in fact, were built 
fifteen years before ? — Yes, that is it. 

165. In 184S a lease of some land was given to 
Lemon at a rent of £3 a year for thirty-one years. In 
1860 a proposal was made that a building lease should 
be granted for a portion of that ground to Mr. Arthur 
in consideration of Mr. Lemon surrendering his lease, 
and bringing in to be cancelled any lease that might 
have been granted by him to Bleakley, or by 
Bleakley to Arthur, and that was to be done at 
Arthur’s sole expense and risk if any new lease in pur- 
suance of that resolution was to be granted. This 
was to be done within twelve months after the date 
of the resolution. No fresh lease was granted within 
the twelve months, and nothing else appears to have 
been done with regard to the lease till November, 
1873, when the resolution of the 3rd of November, 
already read, was passed ? 

Town Clerk. — I may mention that Mr. Lemon came 
before the Corporation and made the offer verbally. 

166. Chairman (to Town Clerk). — Was the plot of 
land on which the buildings were put up sublet by 
Lemon to Bleakley or Arthur! — I cannot answer that 
question. 

167. It was part of the holding, at all events ? 

Mr. Lemon. — It was a garden ; it was part of the 
holding at £3 a year. I sold it to Bleakley. 

16S. Chairman (to Mr. Lemon). — Who put up the 
houses ; was it Bleakley or yourself? — It was Bleakley. 

169. Did you grant a lease to Bleakley? — I sold it 
to him. 

170. You sold him your interest in the lease ? — No, 
I sold him the garden. 

171. All you could sell him was your interest in the 
lease that was granted to you? — That is all. 

172. How much did you sell it for ? — For £10. 

173. Did he, on a piece of that ground, build the 
houses ? — Yes ; he built six houses. 

174. Was there any conveyance or assignment to 
him of your interest ? — I expect there must have been 
some assignment, but I do not remember anything 
about it. 

175. Mr. Lawless. — By whom was the rent paid to 
the Co mmi ssioners after you sold your interest to 
Bleakley?— I always paid the rent to the Commis- 
sioners. 

176. Chairman. — Were the Commissioners in any 
way a party to this transfer from you to Bleakley? — No. 

177. Did you not in consideration of having put up 
those houses ask them to grant him a seventy-five years’ 
building lease ? — I did not. 

178. Well, Arthur did ? — Arthur did apply for a 
lease, but they could not give it to him because I had 
one. He asked me if I would surrender my lease in his 
favour, and I-said I would. 

179. What was he to give you for doing so? — Nothing 
whatever. 

1 80. That was very good-natured of you ? — He never 
promised me a penny, and I never got a penny. I knew 
the lease had not a very long time to run, and I also 


knew well enough the Town Commissioners would not 
take advantage of me in the transaction. 

181. Has any lease been granted to Arthur in pur- 
suance of this resolution ? — No. 

182. The matter has never gone beyond the passing 
of the resolution? — No, it has not. 

183. Mr. Lawless. — Did Mr. Arthur or Mr. Bleak- 
ley ever pay you any rent? — No ; they never paid me 
any rent. Bleakley paid me £10 in the first instance, 
but Ai-tlmr never paid me anything. 

184. I understand that in the year 1873 you were 
again elected Town Commissioner, not having been a 
member of the body for many years previous ? — Yes. 

185. Were you re-elected in July, 1873 ? — Yea. 

186. In November, 1873, when this resolution was 
passed you do not appear to have been present; I 
understand you resigned some time after your election 1 
— I did. I did not remain a member of the Commis- 
sioners more than six or eight months. 

1S7. Can you say whether or not you were in office 
at the time this proposal was made ? — I cannot say 
now. I would need to look into the matter. I think 
it was previous to the time I was re-elected a Commis- 
sioner that Arthur made the application. 

188. Of course it was ; but I mean the last time the 
matter was brought up? — I could not tell you. 

189. Town Clerk. — I find by the minute-book tliat 
Mr. Lemon was a member of the body of commissioners 
on the 1st November, 1873. 

190. Was he present at that meeting in November, 
1873?— He was. 

191. Chairman (to Town Clerk). — Was there any 
other lease, granted since you have been town clerk '? — 
Yes ; there was a building lease granted to Mr. William 
Coulter. 

192. Mr. Lawless. — What was the date of that 
lease? — It was merely a piece of building-ground — 
property that was never built on before. The date of 
the lease was the 6th October, 1873. Hie ground was 
let to him at 2s. per foot. 

193. It was for seventy-five years at the rent of 
£3 5s. 2 d., in consideration of his improving the 
dwelling-house or putting up a more substantial house ? 
— There were no houses built on the ground. 

194. The condition in the lease is tenement houses 
to lie built and improved ? — Yes ; but it was then a 
plot of waste ground. 

195. The amount of money to be laid out on it is 
not specified 1 — I may mention that he has since 
erected two or three very substantial houses on it. 

196. What is the ground let at now? — On the 
recommendation of the committee it was let at 2s. 
per foot. 

197. Mr. Jordan. — The committee consisted of Dr. 
Walsh who is now present, myself, and some other 
members. There are three houses altogether, valued 
at £25 10s. Mr. Coulter has built two houses on the 
plot of ground valued at £S 15s. each. 

198. Chairman (to Town Clerk). — Has he put up 
buildings valued at £17 10s. per a nnum ? — Yes. 

199. I understand from Mr. Jordan, and perhaps 
you can of your own knowledge confirm what he says, 
that the land was valued by a committee before it was 


let to Mr. Coulter %— Yes; it was. 

200. Is that the only case since you have been 
town clerk in which to your knowledge any property 
let or re-let by the Commissioners has been valued by 
a committee ?— That is the first instance. 

201. Mr. Jordan . — We advertised the ground to be 
let at a higher rate, and no person would take it on 
the terms. 

202. Chairman (to Town Clerk ). — It was first ad- 
vertised before it was let to Mr. Coulter?— Yes. 

203. Is that the first instance of land being adver- 
tised? This plot was advertised for a considerable 

length of time. 

204. Was it ever let to any person before, either by 
the old Corporation or the present Commissioners ? 

Mr. Jordan . — I believe the place was let by the old 
burgesses, and there were houses built on it. 

8 R 2 
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205. I asked the question, because the town clerk 
said just now, that it was never let before 1 — I think 
it was let to a tenant named Lyons. 

206. To ten Clerk. — It was never before let on lease 
that I am aware of. 

207. Chairman (to Town Clerk). — This land was 
advertised to be let for some time before it was let to 
Coulter, and no one came forward to take it on the 
terms on which it was offered, and was it then valued 
by a committee of three ? — Yes. 

208. Is that the last lease granted by the Commis- 
sioners since you have been town clerk ? — No ; there 
was another plot of ground since then let to a Mr. 
Stewart, also a building lease ; the lease lias not been 
executed up to the present time, although it is in the 
hands of the solicitor. 

209. What steps were taken before it was agreed to 
grant that lease. Was the ground advertised ? — Yes. 

210. And did Mr. Stewart make the highest offer 
for it ? — He made the only offer that was made for it. 

211. Is it a lease for seventy-five years ? — Yes. 

212. Mr. Jordan. — I think there was an offer of 
Is. 8cZ. per foot for the whole of it. I think Mr. 
James Coulter offered that. 

213. How much per foot was Mr. Stewart to pay 
for it ? — 2s. 6 d. per foot. 

214. And the stipulation is that he is to put up sub- 
stantial houses? — Yes ; he has built four houses 
already. 

215. Although the lease is not yet perfected? — 
Yes ; the lease is in the hands of the solicitor. 

216. The houses were built on the faith of the lease 
being granted? — Yes. 

217. Chairman (to Town Clerk). — Have you now 
told us about all the leases granted within your time ? 
— I have. 

218. Since you have been town clerk, have any 
resolutions been passed by the Town Commissioners 
with regard to granting leases to members of their 
own body ? — No. 

219. Have any resolutions been brought forward 
on the subject of the surrender of old leases and with 
the object of obtaining new ones? — No, except in the 
case of Mr. Collum, which took place during my term 
of office. 

220. But the question has not been revived of 
granting leases to the members of the municipal body, 
or of accepting surrenders with the view to granting 
new leases ? — No. 

221. I should like to hear something about the 
waterworks. Were they constructed since you have 
been town clerk ? — Yes. The waterworks are situated 
about four and a half miles from Enniskillen — at a 
lake four and a half miles from the town. 

222. Is an ample high-pressure supply for the town 
of Enniskillen obtained from these works ? — There is a 
very ample supply. 

223. What did the works cost? — Upwards of 
£10,000. 

224. Mr. Lawless. — How did you expend £10,000 
when the Act requires only £8,000 to be laid out ? — 
The Commissioners got into debt, and we were obliged 
to spend the money. 

225. Chairman. — The Act of 1870 gave you power 
to borrow £16,000 ? — Yes. 

226. .Of which £8,000 was to b« devoted to purposes 
of town improvement? — Yes. 

227. And £8,000 for the waterworks ? — Yes. 

228. Then you say you borrowed £10,000 ? — No; 
we borrowed £7,000 for the waterworks only, but the 
cost of the works and the Parliamentary bill of costs 
amounted to £10,000. 

229. Mr. Lawless. — What was the cost of that 
bill ? — About £1,900. 

230. Were there any petitioners against it? — The 
Grand Jury of the county Fermanagh and grand jurors 
individually, but they withdrew their opposition before 
the Bill went before the committee. 

231. The Grand Jury did? — Yes. 

232. Chairman. — From whom did you get the 


money? — From the Public Works Loan Commissioners 
of London. 

233. How much of that debt is still outstanding ? 
£5,250. 

234. There were two loans — one was a loan of 
£4,000 ? — Yes, that was in the year 1873. 

235. And the previous loan of £7,000 for the con- 
struction of the waterworks was obtained in Septem- 
ber, 1871. and there remains unpaid of that up to the 
present time £5,250 ? — Yes. 

236. That is repayable in the ordinary form of 
Government loans — by instalments and interest? — 
Yes, in twenty years. 

237. Have those payments been made annually? 

Yes, on the 1st November of each year. 

238. You got another loan of £4,000 from the Com- 
missioners ? — Y es. 

239. That was for the town improvement? — Yes; 
that £4,000 was obtained from the Board of Public 
Works in Ireland. 

240. The other was from the Board of Public Works 
in England ? — Yes. 

241. Last year you paid £330 11s. 10d, the annual 
instalment on that loan of £4.000, and £1,000 in re- 
duction of debt? — Yes. 

242. Where did you get that £1,000 from? — From 
the Enniskillen gas company. 

243. How did the Enniskillen gas company give 
you that £1,000? — In the year 1874, the Enniskillen 
gas company sought for, and obtained a special Act of 
Parliament, making it compulsory on the Town 
Commissioners to sell to them the piece of ground on 
which the gasworks were erected, and for which they 
paid to the Town Commissioneis the £1,000 referred 
to. Mr. Malin, the chief partner in the works, came 
before the Commissioners, and it w.as agreed that sum 
should be paid. With the consent of the Lords of 
the Treasury, the £1,000 was applied to the reduction 
of debt. 

244. What have you outstanding on the first loan ? 
—£5,000. 

245. And less than £3,000 on the second? — Yes ; 
£2,440 on the second loan. 

246. Have you any other capital debts ? — No. 

247. How do you stand at the bank at the present 
moment? Have you a balance against you? — We 
are overdrawn at the bank to the extent of over £100. 

248. Were you overdrawn at the close of the last 
audit — on the 31st July, 1876? — We owed our 
Treasurer then a sum of £154 8s. 11<(. 

249. And you had a balance in your hands for 
current expenses of £30 ? — Yes. 

250. You had started in the beginning of that year 
with a small debt of £36 11s. 6 d., to the Treasurer? 
—Yes. 

251. And you had £40 in hands on the other side 
of the account ? — Yes. 

252. You had £40 in hand at the beginning of the 
year, and £30 at the end ; how much do you generally 
hold in your hands for current expenses? — For the 
past twelve months I have had £50. 

253. You get a cheque for £50 I suppose, and then 
you pay wages and certain small payments out of it . 
—Yes. 

254. When you are running short do you go to the 
Commissioners and get a fresh cheque ? — No. If 4 
find the £50 insufficient to meet the payments during 
the month, I either advance the money myself, or go 
to the chairman of the Town Commissioners and get 
it ; I do not get a fresh cheque. 

255. Not until the next month ? — No. 

256. You are always supposed to have a smau 
amount of money in your hands to meet curren 
expenses ? — Yes. 

257. And it never exceeds £50? — No. 

258. Do you give security? — No. 

259. What payments are made by you? — I paytne 

town sergeants their weekly wages. There are three 
town sergeants. . 

260. What are the duties of those town sergeants! 
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Tlieir duties are to look after the sweeping and the 

cleansing of the town, and to see that the public lamps 
are lit for the proper time. One of the town sergeants 
is sub-sanitary officer. 

261. Irrespective of the sanitary work are their 
positions equal, or is one of them a head sergeant, and 
the other two under his orders 1 — They are all equal. 

262. Is a different district of the town allotted to 
each of them ? — Yes. 

263. What are they paid 1 — One gets £20 8s., per 
annum, and another £23 8s., aud both these men 
have a free house. The other man gets £39 per an- 
num, and has not a free house. They all get a suit 
of clothes annually. 

264. I see you paid £27 19s. 6 d. for clothing last 
y ear ? — Yes ; but that was for two years. 

265. Do you not generally pay your bills within 
the year? — We generally pay them once a mouth. 

266. Aud how then did this run on 1 — I think the 
clothing made at the tune did not lit the men, and the 
account was not passed up to the 31st July. 

267. What was the amount of rents received last 
year? — £665 16s. 6 d. 

268. £563 13s. from tenants who pay half-yearly, 
and £102 3s. 6(7. from the tenants who pay weekly 
and monthly ? — Yes. 

269. What balance uncollected was there at the 
time when the account was closed ? — Well, I can’t tell 
you that just at present. 

270. Not from the rental? — I have not got the 
rental. 

271. Does that represent nearly the whole of your 
annual income? — That is the whole of the annual 
rental for houses and lands. 

272. Is that above or below the average? — That 
is rather above it. 

273. What are these rents ? — About £650 a year I 
think. 

274. Chairman. — The “annual rents ” are £526 
9s. lid., and £563 13s. was brought into account last- 
year. The cranes and weekly and monthly rents are 
£122 8s. 6 d. and £102 3s. 6(7. was paid last year ; 
so that in the year you got £20 less by the cranes, and 
the rents came to about £40 more? — Yes. 

275. You seem to have received £45 Is. 6 <2. by 
persons to whom you let rooms in the town hall ?— 
Yes. 

276. That was for theatricals, &c. ? — Yes. 

277. Do you generally, every year, get a certain 
amount for the annual letting of this town hall? — 
Yes. 

278. What is the average? — The previous year I 
think the amount was about £38 or £39. During 
the present year we have hardly got anything as the 
hall is undergoing repair. 

279. How much was received for water rents last 
year? — £224 14s. 6(7. 

280. Does that represent the annual rental ? — No, 
it does not. There is £20 more than this. The rail- 
way company paid us a year’s rent instead of one and 
a half year’s rent. 

281. Portora Royal School makes £20 ; the Model 
School £18 ; Great Northern Railway Company £90 ; 
County Infirmary £12 ; Military Authorities £60 ; 
and other contractors £24 14s. 6(2. ? — Yes. 

282. Do all the inhabitants pay the water rate? — 
Yes. 

283. Is there any charge made to any private house 
beyond the water rate ? — No. 

284. The water rate amounted last year to £795 7s. 
—Yes. 

285. Well, what does the Is. 4(7. rate produce ? — 
£735 13s. 3d 

286. What is your rateable value ? — The rate upon 
which that amount was struck was £11,034 19s.; 
that produces at Is. 4 d. in the pound £735 13s. lid 

287. Did you then receive about £60 more from old 
arrears ? — Yes. 

288. Was that rate closed with an equal amount of 
arrears on the preceding year or not 1 — I think just 
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about the same as in the preceding year. I may just Enniskillen. 
mention to you now, that since the Commissioners March is, 1877. 
first met in 1871, a sum of £60 0s. 2d has been Mr 
pronounced irrecoverable ; and the entire amount of cioland. 
the assessments, with the exception of the sum above 
referred to, came to £9,454 0s. 2d The entire of 
that amount, with the exception of £60 Os. 2d and 
£64 0s. 2d carried forward to the current account has 
been lodged to the account of the treasurer. 

289. I think you told us already the same rates 
have been laid every year — 2s. improvement rate, and 
Is. 4d for water? — Precisely. 

290. What have you done with all the improvement 
money during those last five or six years ? — Mr. Wray 
will be able to give you that better than I. 

291. I suppose there has been- a considerable amount 
expended on sewerage ? — Yes ; I should say about 
£1,200. 

292. Your other income besides tliis water rate and 
your rental consists of the fines from the borough court 
and the dog licenses chiefly ? — Yes ; and some other 
little things, manure stores, &c. 

293. What did you get for fines last year? — For 
thirteen months, up to the 31st of July, the borough 
fines were £98 19s. 

294. What from the dog licenses? — £13 5s. 5d 

295. That was for the year only ? — That was for the 
year only ; it is paid annually. 

296. Then you received back from the Local Govern- 
ment Board on account of the salaries of sanitary 
officers, £22 13s. 4d, and in lieu of Government rates, 

£77 2s. ?— Yes. 

297. The last are principally on the barracks? — 

298. I see there are two such barracks 1 — There are 
two barracks in the town. 

299. The sale of manure brought £28 3s. ? — Yes. 

300. Do the Commissioners get all the sweeping and 
cleaning done by contract or by people employed by 
them ? — By their own men, not by contract. 

301. Where is the manure-yard ? — On the Dublin- 
road. 

302. Out of the town? — Out of the town. 

303. And not near any dwelling ? — At a consider- 
able distance from any dwelling. 

304. So that it cannot be a public nuisance? — Oh, no. 

305. How often do you sell ? — About two or three 
times a year — twice a year - . 

306. Then you have £9 3s. 6(7. interest on that 
£1,000 the gas company paid you before you paid off 
the loan ? — Yes ; it was deposited in the Ulster Bank. 

307. And you have £17 12s. 8cf. from private indi- 
viduids for sanitary improvements properly chargeable 
to the ownere? — Yes. 

308. Your first item on the other side, I see, is 
salaries. How long have you had your borough sur- 
veyor ? — He was appointed immediately after the pass- 
ing of the Act — in 1870. 

309. What is your own salary ? — £50 per annum, 
with an additional salary of £15 for preparing the Par- 
liamentary voters list. 

310. Is that all you receive? — Yes. 

311. You are not executive sanitary officer? — No. 

312. Is the rate-collector paid by salary or by pound- 
age? — By poundage. He gets 3(7. in the pound for 
collecting the borough improvement rate, and 6c7. for 
the water rate. 

313. He does not collect the rents ? — No ; the rents . 
are collected by an agent. 

314.. Is that agent paid by poundage? — He is ; 6c7. 
in the pound. 

315. Do both these officers give security? — They 
give security to £500 each. 

316. Who lias the custody of their bonds? — The 
f.ha.ii-mnn of the Town Commissioners and myself. 

317. The agent’s poundage last year was £17 5s. 3d., 
making altogether £331 16s. 3d. expended on salaries, 
uniforms, and fees on collections ; and your town im- 
provements, consisting of the repair of streets, footways, 

&c., came to £415 14s. 4(7. ? — Yes. 
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ENN'isKiLi.rx. 318. Tlie expenditure on -waterworks was £701 
,jjiarch 23, is;-. 15s. 44<?., but that included £6-1-7 10s., instalment of 
Mr JoTn loan and interest due to the Public Works Loan Com- 
CWantl!' 1 missioners, so that your outlay on waterworks was not 
large? — Very small. 

319. You pay the caretaker of the waterworks a 
weekly salary? — Thirteen shillings a week. 

330. Has he any assistants under him ? — If he re- 
quires an assistant he hires a man for the day. 

321. Then we come to the lighting of your public 
lamps. Is that done by contract -with the gas com- 
pany ? — By contract. 

323. The expenditure for lighting of public lamps 
and church clock amounted last year to £221 2s. 3d. 

323. What is your contract with the gas company ? 
Do you pay so much per lamp and so much for the 
clock, or so much per 1,000 feet ? — The account yon 
refer to is at so much per 1,000 feet. 

324. How much? — 5s. Gd. per 1,000 feet. At the 
time of that contract the general consumers of the town 
paid 7s. Gd. We got it .at a reduction. 

325. That was part of the original agreement? — 
Yes ; the contract was only for three years. 

326. Hare you a fresh contract now? — Yes, at £3 
per lamp, and they light for nine months in each year. 
The £3 per lamp comes to considerably more in the 
year, but we have our lamps lit for a considerably 
longer period, for when we light by contract the 
borough surveyor is careful to have the lamps put out 
at a very early hour. 

327. Is there any exception for moonlight nights ? 
— Only for the night of full moon and the night before 
and after the lamps are not lit. 

328. Three nights in each month are exempted ? — 
Yes. 

329. And do you still pay £4 a year for the clock ? — 
No ; it is not lighted at all. They wanted the Com- 
missioners to pay more than £4, and they would not 
do so. 

330. The next item I see is your sanitary expenses. 
Do the Commissioners levy a sanitary rate? — No. 

331. The sanitary expenses came altogether last 
year to £145 Is. 8 d. ? — Yes ; £50 is about the annual 
amount. 

332. Who are the officers ? — The consulting sanitary 
officer, who receives £15 per annum ; the two sub- 
sanitary officers, who receive £10 ; and the executive 
sanitary officer, who receives £25. The Poor Law 
Guardians, however, pay £10 to the sanitary officer. 
We pay altogether £50, and the Local Government 
Board pay us back one-half of that. 

333. Who is your executive sanitary officer? — The 
coroner. 

334. His salary altogether is £125 a yea r ? — Yes. 

335. You paid £20 14s. Gd. for the repair of the 
barrack sewer, £2 10s. for flushing, and £27 11s. 6 cl. 
for sewer-traps and setting, while other works came to 
£27 Is. lid.?— Yes. 

336. You purchased a “ sweeper and scraper ” last 
year. Does it work well ? — It does ; it is considered 
a great saving. 

337. How many horses for it have you ? — Just one 
horse. 

338. The keep of the horse and the wages of the 
man came to £158 19s. 6d. ? — Yes. 

339. Since you got this sweeper and scraper you 
think you have been able to do tlie work cheaper ? — 
I think a little cheaper. 

340. With less labour, of course? — With less 
labour,' of course, and more effectually. 

341. What is your opinion of the way in which the 
streets are kept ? — My opinion is that they are very 
well kept. I have not myself visited any town like 
Enniskillen in this respect. 

342. Are the back lanes and alleys as well looked 
after as the main streets ? — Yes. Of course the back 
l#nes and alleys are not swept, hut in a sanitary point 
of view they are as well looked after as the main streets. 

343. Your town, hall cost you a good deal of money 
last year ? — Yes, we put up sheds last year. 


344. Whom does the town hall belong to?— The 
Town Commissioners. 

345. Was there not a misunderstanding between 

Lord Enniskillen and the Town Commissioners? 

There was a lawsuit between the Town Commissioners 
and Lord Enniskillen in about 1848 — 1848 or 1849. 

346. That lawsuit was as to whom the town hall 
really belonged to ? — J ust so. 

347. And tbe Commissioners proved their claim to 
it? — Yes ; and the Commissioners established their 
right to several other portions of the corporate 
property. 

348. You laid out £147 12s. Gd. in electing a shed 
at the back of the town hall, £37 10s. in repairs 
£2 10s. in insurance, £11 0s. 8 d. on lighting, and 
£1 18s. 9(/. on fuel, making altogether £200 11s. H</ 
expenditure on the town hall ? — Yes. 

349. Do the Commissioners keep a fire-engine? 

They did, previously to the introduction of the present 
water supply ; but they now have sold it as they have 
no need of it, having a hose in connexion with the water 
main. 

350. You spent £4 3s. Gd. last year on the storage 
and repair of your engine? — That was for storage. 
The Commissioners have the engine stored in the yard 
of a merchant in the town, for which he charges them 
£4. 

35L The expenditure under this head comes to 
£4 17s. 6 cl. altogether? — Yes. 

352. What did tire engine sell for ? — £45. 

353. That will come in in next year’s account ? — 
Yes. It has been lodged in the bank since last audit. 

354. I see by the account that £411 Is. Gd. was the 
sum paid for the borough’s proportion of the county 
charges for the year ended tlie 31st July last? — 
Yes. 

355. For the auditing of your accounts you paid 
the Local Government Board £11 16s., and to the 
clerk of the peace for duties connected with the 
borough registry you paid £15 ? — Yes. 

356. You are not the clerk of the peace ? — No ; the 
clerk of the peace is Mr. King. 

357. Is he town solicitor too ? — No ; he is a private 
gentleman. The deputy clerk of the peace is Mr. 
Lowe. 

358. Your printing and stationery came to £22 
Is. 3d. ; your law expenses to £4 17s. Id. ; the rates 
and taxes paid by you, inclusive of tithe-rentcharge to 
£47 18s. 4d. ; the repair of houses and stalls to £17 
Is. 34d . ; and the interest charged by the treasurer on 
overdrawn account to £9 14s. 4d. ? — Yes. 

359. Did the auditor disallow that last item ?— No. 

360. Did he say he would disallow it for the future? 
—No. 

361. You say £17 Is. 3£d. was for the repair of 
the stalls in the market. I see no market receipts? — 
We have no market receipts ; those stalls are the pro- 
perty of the Commissioners. 

362. Those appear in your weekly rents ? — Yes. 

363. You don’t receive any tolls? — No. 

364. At the time of the Commissioners’ report in 
1835, I am pretty sure they mentioned that the old 
Corporation were in possession of the tolls? — -They 
were, I believe. 

365. What became of those tolls ? — They are now 
in the hands of Lord Enniskillen. 

366. Were they sold by tlio old Corporation to Lord 
Enniskillen, or subsequently to the report of 1835? 

I really do not know. 

367. Mr. Lawless. — What are they for ? — Sales of 
butter, pork, flax, potatoes, flour — anything of that sort. 

368. Were they under an old patent ? 

369. Mr. Jordan (Chairman of Town Commis- 
sioners). — Here is an old document in which the 
burgesses took the tolls for the year from Lord Ennis - 
killen. They belonged to the burgesses first, but they 
were induced to take a lease of them for a year from 
Lord Enniskillen, and that was afterwards relied upon 
against them as an admission of his title. 

370. Did the question of these tolls form part o 
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the subject-matter of the litigation between Lord him. Afterwards they sold it to the railway coni" Enniskillen. 
Enniskillen and the old Corporation? — I don’t know, pany, and the portion not required by the railway March as. 1877. 

371. As a matter of fact, the Commissioners have company was bought back by the Commissioners, W| , Jii|in 
not received any tolls since 1841 at all events? — Oh which portion they have now let to Lord Enniskillen, cii himl. 

I think not. Since 1846 when they were appointed, 378. Is that the only lease to which you had the 

the Commissioners received no tolls of any kind. sanction of the Lords of the Treasmy 1— I think wo 

372. Are tolls collected by you in Enniskillen in had then- sanction for the gasworks also. 

the market and fair-green ? — Yes. 379. What is the rateable value of property within 

373. I see the fair-green was let to Lord Enniskillen the borough? — £11,173 4s. 

for £34 10s. a year by the Commissioners in July, 3S0. What is the ai-ea of the borough ? — 314 a. 

2865?— Yes. 2n. 14 p. That includes water — portion of Lough Erne. 

374. Had the fair-green been part of the subject in 3S1. That is the exact area comprised in the Par- 

dispute between Lord Enniskillen and the Commis- liamentary borough also ? — Yes, as I have it from the 
sinners ?— Yes. borough surveyor. 

375. It was subsequently let to Lord Enniskillen 382. Do you know what it was before the Act of 

on seventy-five year's’ lease at £34 10s. a year. 1870? — No, I do not 

376. Does he levy tolls on the fair-green ? — He 383. What was the population of the borough in 

does, I think, at the gate of the fair-green. 1871? — Nearly 6,000. 

377. Mr. Carson. — The green was leased to Lord 3S4. Chairman (referring to Thom’s Official Al- 
Enniskillen. The Commissioners recovered it from manac). — 5,836. Is that right? — I can’t say. 

Mr. John Wray examined. Mr. John 

385. Chairman. — You are, I believe, the borough the Commissioners 1 — Yes ; there are copies of the Wray ‘ 

engineer ? — Yes. notices served on the ownei-s. 

386. When were you appointed ? — In the autumn 403. Have you generally found the owners willing 

of 1870, immediately after the passing of the Act. I to construct these sewers without legal 2 >roceedings ?— 
think it was in October. I have very rarely been obliged to take legal proceed- 

387. What are your duties? — To prepare all maps ings. 

and plans of works to be erected within the borough, 404. Have there been any instances where they have 
and superintend the working of them. been constructed and then charged to the owners? — 

388. Are the streets under your charge or that of No ; but there have been instances where people have 

the town sergeant?— Chiefly under that of myself and requested the Commissioners to construct them aud 
the town sergeant. charge the owners. 

389. Are they subject to your direction? — They 405. Have there been complaints of the want of 

are _ * ashpits ? — There have not ; but in consequence of the 

390. When you were appointed what was the state state of the service drains they were ashpits themselves, 

of the drainage' of the town of Enniskillen ?— It was 406. How is the manure removed? — In every case 

in a tolerably tidy state in certain areas in the town, by the inhabitants themselves. 

but certain other areas were entirely without drainage. 407. Do they, ns a rule, keep their yards and back 

391. Have there been many new sewers constructed premises clean ? — They do. 

during the six years you have been in office?— Aeon- 408. Is there a thorough inspection of them?— 

siderable number of drains have been made. There is, by the town sergeant; he keeps a book, and 

392. Can you tell me shortly what work has been in this book he enters all the houses visited by him 
done in the way of main sewers ? — In the case of the day by day, and every day he submits the book to the 
one particular section of the town I have referred to as chairman of Town Commissioners ; then the whole of 
having been badly off for sewerage, it has already been the report for the fortnight is read out before the meet- 
drained. Strand-street — there are two streets of that ing of the Sanitary Commissioners. 

name — Mary-street, Abbey-street, Daly-street, Head- 409. Is there a sanitai'y committee, or is it to the 
street, and Hall’s-lane, all situated in the one parti- whole body of the Commissioners the report book is 
cnlar section, of the town, are also now thoroughly submitted ? — To the whole body of the Commissioners, 
drained, and every house has now its connecting drain 410. Are then the reports of the sanitary officer as 
with the Tnnin sewer. well as of the sub-sanitary officer presented bv you ? — 

393. Have all the main drains been made under Yes. First I should state, if the sub-sanitary officer 

your superintendence ? — They have. There are other finds serious cause of complaint he reports to the sani- 
places where sewers have been made, but they are not tary officer, who then inspects the place, and imports 
in that district. to the sanitary authority. 

394. Is there much more work of the kind remain- 411. Does the sanitary officer attend the sittings of 

ing to he done in the town before it is completed ? — the Commissioners ? — He does not ; the executive siuii- 
There is. tary officer does occasionally. 

395. What has been the outlay on sewerage works 412. You always do ? — Yes. 

since you have been appointed? — For the sewerage 413. Does the consulting sanitary officer? — Occa- 
works and the reformation of the streets a sum of sionally. 

£1,382 9s. 3cZ. has been presented for. 414. Were these waterworks constructed under your 

396. Mr. Lawless. — Since what time has that been supervision? — They were; I prepared the plans for 

expended %-. — Since 1871. them, and the works were constructed entirely under 

397. Chairman. — Y ou are executive sanitary officer my supervision. 

as well as borough surveyor ? — I am. 415. Are they under your supervision still ? — Cer- 

398. All the reports, therefore, from the sanitary tainly. 

officers pass through your hands before they come to 416. As far as you know, are the inhabitants 
the Commissioners 1 — Yes. throughout the town now well satisfied with the sup- 

399. Were the houses well provided with ashpits ply of water? — Yery highly satisfied. 

and privies when you became the engineer of the 417. Is it of good quality? — It has been analyzed 
borough? — Yery badly. by Professor Bamber. I asked him if it would be 

400. Are they better provided now? — Yery much necessary to have filters, and he told me the water was 

better. so pure it would be a waste of money. The water has 

401. Has that been in consequence of the action a slight amount of colour, but that is diminishing, 

taken by the Corporation? — It has ; the improved con- 418. Do you use that water for flushing the sewers 

dition of the town is chiefly in consequence of the main as well as for chinking ? — For flushing the sewers we 
sewers. have an unlimited supply at an elevation of 150 feet 

402. Were the main sewers made at the instance of over the town. 
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Enniskillen. 419. Mr. Lawless.— Have the Town Commissioners 
March 23 , i$' 7 . erected any public fountains for the people? — Oh, yes ; 

they are bound by the Act of Parliament, I think, to 

Ur. John ei . ect ten, and they have erected fifteen. 

420. Do they erect watering troughs for horses? — 
They have not erected any yet. The waterworks com- 
pany are under contract to supply twenty-five gallons 
per head per day supposing a population of 8,000, 
which is one-third greater than the maximum popula- 
tion of this town, which has never yet been 6,000, I 
understand. 

421. Were you the engineer for the work done at 
the back of the town hall last year at a cost of ,£100 ? 
— Yes ; I prepared the plans. 

422. Is it your duty to see after any buildings neces- 
sary to be taken down for the safety of the inhabitants ? 
— It is. I serve notice on the owners, and have them 
removed. 

423. Have the Commissioners provided fire-plugs ? 
— They have. 

424. Ar e there fire-plugs at convenient positions 
throughout the town in case of lire and an ample sup- 
ply of hose ? — The supply of hose lias never been found 
short, at all events. The fire-plugs are situated at in- 
tervals as nearly as may be of 200 yards, taking 
advantage of cross-roads. We have fifty-four plugs in 
the town. 

425. There were certain building regulations pi-o- 
vided by the Enniskillen Improvement Act. Have 
those been observed ? — They have. I have called on 
the architect to lodge copies of the plans with the Town 
Commissioners. 

426. And are they submitted to you ? — They are. 

427. Are there common lodging-houses in the town 
of Enniskillen ? — There are. 

428. And slaughter-houses? — There are. 

429. Are they under inspection ? — They are. The 
common lodging-houses have licenses from the sanitary 
authority, the slaughter-houses have not. 

430. Are they not registered ? — They are not. 

431. Are you the inspector of common lodging- 
houses, or is the duty performed by the police? — It is 
performed by the police and the sub-sanitary officer. 

432. Are there any by-laws for the regulation of 
lodging-houses issued by the Commissioners ? — There 
are, and they have been approved of by the Local 
Government Board. Copies of these by-laws are banded 
to each owner of a common lodging-house, and he is 
under an obligation to keep them up. 

433. Are the slaughter-houses, although not regis- 
tered, kept clean so as not to be a nuisance ? — They are 
reported by the sanitary officer to be clean at all times, 
but in my opinion they ought not to be in the town. 
There are too many of them in the town. 

434. Mr. Lawless. — Are they under the inspection 
of the sanitary officer ? — They are — of the sub-sanitary 
officer. 


435. Chairman. — Where they are found to be in an 
improper state, is the matter reported to the Commis- 
sioners, and are steps then taken to remedy the nui- 
sance ? — In fact I do not know that they are ever found 
• to be in an improper state. 

436. Then was it merely on general principle that you 
suggested their removal from the town ? Are they kept 
as well as they can be in your opinion ? — Yes • I 
think so. 

437. Do you find'the Commissioners anxious to carry 
out the regulations provided by the Act of 1874 to the 
best of their ability? — Well, a considerable portion of 
the twenty-one Commissioners attend each sanitary 
meeting ; in fact, it is the Commissioners who attend 
at the first sanitary meeting who attend all the meet- 
ings. 

438. You have had no obstruction from them ? — Hot 
the slightest — every assistance. 

439. Are the fairs confined to the fair-green, or are 
they held in the streets ? — The cattle fairs are confined 
to the fair-green ; but the sale of horses is not at all 
carried on in the fair-green, but on the public road — not 
in the town, but adjoining the inhabited portion of it. 


440. Mr. Lawless. — Are the markets held in the 
town ? — The markets for the sale of butter, flax, and 
general farm produce, as well as pork and grain, are 
held in the market-place in Enniskillen ; but there is 
what is called a “ lump butter market,” which is held 
iu the public street 

441. Chairman. — Is the thoroughfare very much 
obstructed in consequence of that, and complained of 
as a nuisance ? — It is. 

442. Mr. Lawless. — Has there been no public 
market-place introduced into the town 1 — There is a 
place for fowl. 

443. There is “ lump butter," you say, sold in the 
street? Do the people pay any toll for that? — Not 
that I am aware of. They pay tolls to Lord Ennis- 
killen for the weighing of farm produce. 

444. But do they not pay tolls for anything sold? — 
They do not. 

445. You pay tolls for live cattle ? — Oh, that is on 
the fair-green ; but we do not pay tolls on the public 
street. 

446. Chairman. — Is there much additional work 
thrown on the scavengers by the horse-fairs being held 
in the street ? — Not much. 

447. Are the roads and streets, after these horse 
fairs are held always cleaned up next day ? — When the 
streets are dirty the scraper and sweeper is always sent 
out, and they are cleaned. 

448. Is the horse-fair a nuisance ? — I have heard it 
described as dangerous to pedestrians, but beyond that 
I have had no complaint. 

449. How often does it occur ? — Once a month. 

450. Are all the pigs, sheep, and cattle, sold within 
the limit s of the fair-green ? — Inside the fair-green. 

451. Do you think the selling of butter in the 
street causes an obstruction and is a nuisance ? — Yes. 

452. Have any steps been taken bj r the Commis- 
sioners to have the nuisance removed ? — There have. 

453. Mr. Carson. — Perhaps it is necessary to make 
you understand the butter-market. Those who buy 
need a store or room, and they cannot find any con- 
venient place for such a house. 

454. Mr. Lawless. — Have, you found any difficulty 
with the owners of property in Enniskillen in carry- 
ing out any new arrangement necessary for sanitary 
purposes ? — Scarcely any now. In the beginning I 
had some difficulty in getting them to make drains 
from their yards, but not now. 

455. Have the owners of house property here been 
called upon to erect privies and water-closets ? — I am 
not aware that they have been called upon to erect 
watei’-closets ; they Lave been called upon to erect 
privies. 

456. When they have been called upon have you 
found any difficulty offered by them? — Well, yes, but 
not much. The Town Council think that the privy 
itself, if not kept clean, a greater nuisance than the 
yard without the privy. 

457. Is there a public burial-ground ? — There is not. 

458. What are the burial-grounds now used in this 
town ? — There is only one — the churchyard. 

459. Does that abut on the street? — It does. It 
is at an elevation of from six to twelve feet above the 
street. 

460. Has the propriety, in a sanitary point of view, 
of allowing a burial-ground to continue in such^ a 
position, ever been the subject of inquiry or examin- 
ation or discussion ? — The sanitary and the executive 
sanitary officer reported on the impropriety of it, and 
the. Commissioners have been negotiating with the 
owners of property about the town with the hope o 
getting a public cemetery outside the town. 

461. Chairman. — H ave you had any answer to 

your application to the Local Government Board 
Oh, yes. • . 

462. What is the state of things now ?— Nothing 
has been done. Some of the owners asked such mg 
prices that the Commissioners abandoned the idea 
In another case, 1 however, Lord Enniskillen office 
a piece of land at a low price, but there were objec- 
tions to the place. 
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Mr. Edward 

463. Are you Lord Enuiskillen’s agent 1 — T am, and 
I attend here at his request in case the Commissioners 
might wish to ask me any questions. 

464. We learn that the fair-green is held by Lord 
Enniskillen under a long lease from the Commissioners. 
Is that so $ — Yes. 

465. Are all tolls levied on the fair-green and mar- 
kets the property of Lord Enniskillen? — Yes. 

466. Are they received by you on Lord Enniskillen’s 
behalf? — Yes. 

467. Why are horses not sold on the fair- green but 
on the streets or roads ? — The area is so small there is 
no room at present for the horses. We were thinking, 
some time ago, of taking additional land and making 
a home green, but the situation is too low and subject 
to flooding. 

46S. Are the tolls the same as those levied by the 
old Corporation ? — I don’t know what the tolls of the 
old Corporation were. 

469. How long have you been agent to Lord Ennis- 
killen i — Fourteen years. 

470. Do you know the circumstances under which 


Smyth examined. 

Lord Enniskillen obtained the right to the tolls he 
levies at the fair-green ? — I don’t know anything about 
them. 

471. You heard the last witness say the butter- 1 
market is a considerable obstruction ; is that the fact ? 
— On Thursdays it is a considerable obstruction. 
We are negotiating at present about it, but there is 

a great opposition from the inhabitants from that side 
of the town ; they petitioned Lord Enniskillen to 
leave them, as their removal would draw away a great 
number of their customers from that part of the town 
where they are at present — in the west end of the 
town. 

472. Who are the persons who appear to be princi- 
pally interested in keeping these fairs in that part of 
the town ? — The shopkeepers. 

473. Not the publicans merely? — No, the shop- 


474. Mr. Lawless. — They are not the butter 
sellers or the butter buy era, who object to the change ? 
— Certainly not the butter sellers, because they have 
only a little distance to go to their market. 


Mr. Henry Lowe examined. 


475. How long have you been agent to the Town 
Commissioners? — Since 1871. 

476. Is your duty confined to receiving the rents? 
— Just receiving the rents. 

477. How often do you pay those rents over to the 
treasurer 1 — Twice a year. 

478. Only twice a year? — I lodge the money from 
time to time at the bank. 

479. Which of the banks is treasurer ? — The Ulster 
Bank. 

480. Do you give security ? — Yes in £500. 

481. And what is the largest; amount you are sup- 
posed to keep in your hands, or does your bond limit 
the amount to be kept in your hands? — Well I think 
not. There is something in the Act of the 9th Geo. 
IV. to the effect that the collector is not to keep in 
his hands more than £100 ; hut I have never had 
£100. 

482. The rental is paid half-yearly. What is your 
date for collecting the rental ? — The 1st of May and 
1st of November. 

483. Can you tell us when you closed last Novem- 
ber what arrears were outstanding? — The arrears 
upon the half-year’s rental was £16 19s. 9 d., for the 
half-year ending May, 1S76. 

484. It does not often exceed that? — No. There 
is £10 in the last half-year’s rental, money which I 
refused to take from a tenant as rent as his lease was 
at an end, until the Commissioners could settle the rent. 

485. So that the arrears only amounted to 
£6 19s. 9<£. ? — £6 19s. Qd. 

486. What were the circumstances under which 
you refused that £10 ? This was a lease granted in 
1833, to George Irvine for his life, and thirty-one 
years after his death ; the rent during his life was to 
he £9 4s. Id., and at his death to be decreased to £5? 
— That was the first time I heard those strange 
terms. 

487. According to him there were two years’ rent 
due? — Well, no; the rent was £9 4s. 7 d., and it 
came up to as much as £10. 

488. Mr. Lawless. — What became of the dispute ? 


— The dispute lias never been settled yet : it stands 
in the same way still. 

489. Has the subject been before the Commissioners I 
— It has, and they are about to take the opinion of 
Counsel. 

490. Then the weekly and monthly rents are not 
paid up quite as well? — Well they are paid up pretty 
well ; but the monthly rents are accounted for one 

. half-year in advance of the yearly rents ; for suppose I 
settle this aocount in December, it accounts for the 
rents of the weekly tenants up to November, 1S76. 
Sometimes there is a little less in the monthly tenants’ 
rent : sometimes they abscond. 

491. Is it your duty to see their houses are kept in 
a proper state of repair? — No, it is Mr. Wray takes 
that duty. 

492. Do you collect the water-rate ? — No, I collect 
nothing. 

493. You know of the leases of Kilnaloo ? — I do. 

494. -We have heard of two leases in Kilnaloo, 
consisting of twenty-three and twenty-eight acres 
respectively. The lands are about 122 statute acres. 
I want to know who holds the rest of the acres? 
Are those “twenty- three" and “twenty-eight” acre 
lots Irish acres ? — They are. 

495. Well then we have heard substantially con- 
cerning about two-thirds of the whole property. Are 
those two holdings of James Lyttle and James Lyttle, 
junior, yearly tenancies ? — They are. ■ 

496. Are you very well acquainted with the letting 
value of land in that neighbourhood? — No; I never 
was on the land in all my life except once when there 
was a dispute between two tenants. 

497. How far do the lands lie from Enniskillen ? — 
About three or three and a half miles. There are 
three yearly tenancies, and two holdings under one 
lease, and one holding under a lease. 

498. Chairman. — Can you tell me what those five 
holdings in Kilnaloo produce annually? — £81 18s. 2d. 

499. What was the Government valuation? 
Griffith’s valuation in 1840 was £89 18s. 5 d., and 
now is £93 3s. Qd. 


Mr. Smyth recalled. Mr. Smyth. 

500. Do you know the land in Kilnaloo ? — Yes. letting value? — Below, I should say — about 25 per 

501. Is the land worth more than £1 an acre? — It cent. 

generally worth more than £1 an acre. 503. Mr. Jordan . — Kilnaloo is about the worst 

502. Is Griffith’s valuation above or below the real land in that neighbourhood. 


Mr. Lowe’s examination resumed.. 


504. Chairman. — Will you give us now, if you 
please, a list of Captain Colluni’s holdings an I asked 
you. Witness . — There is a house in Belmore-street in 
the town, in the occupation of a man named Shannon 


who holds under-a lease made on the 31st March, 1875, 1 
for seventy-five years (this is the renewal rent you heard 
of), at a rent of £4 a year. 

505. Was the lease made to John Collum? — Yes. 

s 
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Mr. Collum died in December, 1 S75. The next is a lease 
of several pieces of ground in Belmore-street, opposite 
the Fair-green, held on a lease of seventy-five years, which 
you had here before you to-day. It was made in 1849, 
under consideration of the surrender of the old lease 
of 1839, at a rent of .£16. The next are the premises 
in Belmore-street, at present in the occupation of 
M'Gratli and M'Kenna. In the printed rental pre- 
pared some ten years ago, as Mr. M'Kenna described, 
those are held under a lease not forthcoming. The 
rent is £6 15s. 2 d. 

506. Have you ever applied to Captain Collum? — 
No. 

507. Aud you don’t know' what these houses are 
.sub-let for? — -No ; but they are pretty valuable houses. 
They would set at £13 or £14 each probably, or more 
than that. The next are premises in Belmore-street, on 
which there is at the present time standing an hotel. It 
was a building lease granted for seventy-five years to 
Matthew M‘Donnell, of the Railway Hotel — a lease 
granted in 1 S50, at a rent of £4 9s. 6 <1. The next is the 
premises in Paget-street that you heard described, where 
the pig-market used to be held formerly. That lease is 
not forthcoming. It is stated there is a lease of the 
premises. 

508. Who states that? — I believe Mr. Collum stated 
it. I believe there is a lease. The late Mr. John 
Collum told me so. 

509. Did he ever show it to you? — I don’t recollect 
ever seeing it. 

510. Did you ever ask to see it? — No; I am sure 
if I had I would have seen it. 

511. Mr. Carson. — Under what circumstances did 
he state that in connexion with the lease ? — The cir- 
cumstances were on the occasion of some person who 
was a witness to the execution of that lease by Mr. 
Ennis making an affidavit before me as Commissioner 
in Chancery. I happened to make the inquiry, what 
were the premises, and I was told they were the pre- 
mises in Paget-street. 

512. Mr. Lawless. — How much rent does Mr. 
Collum pay? — £7 a year. 

513. What is the position of the property for which 
Mr. Collum pays the £14 a year ? — Mr. Darragli’s 
property and Mr. Collum’s are infixed up, or dovetailed 
into each other. 

514. However, there is no doubt it is worth a great 
ileal more than £7 a year ? — No doubt about that. 


515. Exclusive of Mr. Collum’s improvements ?— 
Yes. The next is the strip of land in Derrycarra- 
lane, held under lease for seventy-five years. 

516. What is the date of that lease?— -The 2nd June 
1855. 

517. What is the rent?— £2. 

518. Is that the strip of land where there was a 
dispute, and where he covenanted to lay out £50 on 
the building which has not been done? — Tliat is it. 
The next is the gateway held in Paget-street as yearly 
tenant — the right to pass through the gateway in 
Paget-street — which he pays £2 a year for. The next 
is the lease of premises in the occupation of Charles 
Irvine, made to him by Frith, on the 28th July, 1852, 
at a rent of £2. 

519. Is Captain Collum residing in Enniskillen? — 
He resides at about two miles from it. 

520. Because if Captain Collum were in the neigh- 
bourhood it would be only fair to give him an oppor- 
tunity of coming here to-morrow morning. I wanted 
to know whether in any way Mr. John Collum was 
connected with the lease to Frith, or whether his name 
in any way appears in it. 

521. Witness. — Not that I know of. (Lease pro- 
duced.) It was Mr. Archibald Collum prepared the 
lease. 

522. Chairman. (Having examined lease). — He 
signed it as a witness on behalf of the Commissioners, 
and it is indorsed by-him as a solicitor also ? — Yes. 

523. Mr. Lawless. — Do you know how long Mr. 
John Collum was paying the rent reserved by this?-— 
Since I have been agent. The next is the lease of the 
premises in Gas-street made to Mr. William Armstrong 
for thirty-one years from 1860. 

524. Does Captain Collum pay the rent for that? — 
He does. 

525. What is the rent reserved ? — £8 1 0s. 

526. What do the premises consist of ? — Of bouses. 

527. Have they been built under the lease since the 
lease was executed, or were they in existence when the 
lease was executed ? — I can’t tell you. The premises 
were leased to William Armstrong. He got into.diffi- 
culties ; and they were, auctioned in the Landed Estates 
Court, and Mr. John Collum purchased. 

528. Mr. Lawless. — In what year? — About ten 
years ago, I suppose. 

529. Did the late Mr. John Collum up to liis death 
pay the rent forthattime? — He did. (Leases handedin.) 


Mi . Jrre 




Mi-. Jeremiah Jordan, Chairman of 

530. Chairman. — When the town clerk was under 
examination minutes were produced which contained 
resolutions brought forward with regard to the letting 
of any' lands to members of the Corporation, and with 
regard to the surrender of leases that wei'e still 
running on, with the view to granting fresh ones ? — 
Yes. 

531. Were you chairman when any of those resolu- 
tions were passed? — No ; I was not a Commissioner 
either at that time. 

532. When did you first become a Commissioner? 
— I think about the year 1870, since we got the 
Borough Act, 

533. In this schedule which was furnished to us by 
your town clerk, there is only one person’s name down 
as being connected with the Corporation in any way 
to whom a lease was granted since 1840 — a Mr. Richard 
Ball, who is described as the father-in-law of a Town 
Commissioner. Was that before your time? — Yes. 

534. Has this question about letting to anyone con- 
nected with a Town Commissioner arisen in your time ? 
— Not directly. It seems at one time to have been 
taken for granted that any person connected with the 
Commissioners should get a lease. 

535. The question, you say, has arisen incidentally 
in your time ? — Yes. 

536. How? — In the case of a lease to William. 
Coulter. 

537. About the building ground in. Toneystick? — 
Yes. 


le Town Commissioners, examined. 

538. Was he a Town Commissioner? — No, hut his 
brother was. 

539. Was the question raised at the time as to his 
getting a lease, he being a brother to a Commissioner? 
— The committee recommended that a piece of ground 
(it was a piece of angular shape), leased to William 
Coulter should be, if possible, leased to James Coulter, 
the Commissioner, because it was adjacent to bis other 
land and the building that he had, inasmuch as no one 
would take the ground. They therefore recommended 
that if there was any possible way in which it could 
be given to him that he should be asked to take it 

540. Was that the land which was advertised for 
sale and for which no one would make an oner ? 
Yes. The remaining part of it has been since 
advertised, and no one but Mr. Stewart has bid for it 
There is still a large portion of it which we would be 
glad to let. 

541. Then I suppose William Coulter took it on 

behalf of his brother ? — He took it directly himseli- 
I do not know if there is a conveyance from, one to the 
other. . , 

542. Was it thought lie should have an offer of the 

ground, as no one would come forward to take it ?-— 
We thought it would be a good thing to have t e 
ground built on, and as he was there, and had large 
buildings near it, we thought he would be most likely 
to take it up. ,. , 

543. Was William Coulter asked to take it, or am 
he come forward and make an application? — I canno 
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tell you that. It was taken in some form or other, by 
him. 

544. At what rent? — 2s. per foot. We had asked 
4s. aud 2s. Gel., and coidd not get it, and we were 
desirous that it should be built upon. 

545. Coulter’s rent is £3 5s. 2d. 1 — Yes. I may 
sav that Mr. Stewart has a very large rear as com- 
pared with Mr. Coulter. No person would have built 
on both sides of it except some one who had houses 
built there on both sides. 

54G. Relatively it was quite as good a bargain to 
Coulter at 2s. 6 d. as to Stewart at 2s. ? — Yes. 

547. Have you, since you have been a Commis- 
sioner, advertised publicly for letting by auction any 
property that had fallen out of lease ? — No part has 
fallen in since I have been a Commissioner that I 
recollect but the ground in Belmore-street. It was 
put up to public tender aud competition, and three 
tenders were sent in for it. 

548. Is that the only old lease that has fallen in 
since j'ou became a Town Commissioner? — Yes. 
Great numbers of the old leases were cancelled, and 
seventy-five year building leases given, so that they 
were prevented from falling out of lease. The only 
other ground that we advertised was the remaining 
portion of the ground connected with Coulter’s. Up 
to the present we have not been able to succeed in 
getting it built on. 

549. How long has that ground been unproductive 
to the Commissioners ? — Since before I became a Com- 
missioner. There was a tenant of a house that had 
that garden attached to his premises. 

550. Do you know what was paid for that house 
and garden 1 

Mr. Lowe. — .£5 a year. We are trying now to set 
some of it for 2s. 6 d. per foot. 

551. Chairman (to Mr. Jordan ). — What was the 
extent of this unproductive piece of ground ? — About 
half an acre. 

552. Can you say, speaking for the Commissioners 
now at all events, whether or not, if any property fell 
in, they would take steps to advertise it and invite 
tenders for it before letting it to any person ? — I think 
that at present the disposition of the Commissioners 
would be not to let property by public competition, but 
if the tenant of the property resided upon it to give it 
to him at a fair letting value, and to recognise his 
tenure in the place. 

553. Give him the preference? — Yes, fully the 
preference. 

554. Would the Commissioners get a valuation 
made by some competent valuator'? — I think they 
would, because the property should be valued rela- 
tively. They should be valued relatively without 
employing any other valuator than our own surveyor. 
With reference to Tvilnaloo, we thought it was let at 
a rather high rent, and that they were entitled to 
better accommodation. It would improve the pro- 
perty in the first place, and in the second place the 
people were under vei'y great disadvantages; I have 
ridden through it in the winter time, and my horse 
went up to the knees. The people, to go out, must 
trespass on other people’s property. We would have 
been going in as landlords to get this lane made into 
a public road. 

555. Were there not several long leases granted pre- 
vious to 1840 ? — I know nothing as a matter of personal 
knowledge, but merely as I have gleaned from docu- 
ments, and if you wish I’ll tell you what I have 
learned in that way. The books and minutes of the 
provosts and burgesses are not in our possession, but, 
rightly or wrongly, it is stated that they are at 
Florence Court with Lord Enniskillen. Hence we 
Lave no direct means of information in reference to 
the election of provosts, their tenure of office, doings, 
4c. ; but we hold old leases signed by Charles Oven- 
don as provost, purporting to be made in the years 
1831, 1833, 1835, and 1839, and we also hold leases 
signed by Hamilton Irvine as provost in each year 
from 1831 to 1840. We also hold two leases in 


1838, dated on the same day — 24th June, 183S — one Enniskiu.es. 
signed by Charles Ovendon as provost, and the other March 23, is? 7. 
by Hamilton Irvine as provost. . 

55G. Mr. Lawless. — To whom were these lenses j or «ln„. " * 
made? — I will tell you in a moment. In the litiga- 
tion with Loi-d Enniskillen for the recovery of their 
property, it is said that the Commissioners of the 
borough gained the Fort-hill, the fair-green, the town 
hall, 4c., but that they lost the tolls and customs by 
the acceptance of a colourable lease by the then 
burgesses from Lord Enniskillen for one year — the 
year 1S38 — thereby admitting his right to let the 
tolls. The shambles and other property in the pig 
market were also lost to the Commissioner’s and re- 
tained by Loi-d Enniskillen in some curious and unex- 
plained fashion. On the one side of the pig mai-ket 
he built on the Commissioners’ property, and on the 
other side Mr. Collum has built on the Commissioners’ 
property. The shambles covered a very large area, 
and at the time the old Corporation became defunct 
tire property was vested in the Poor Law Guardians, 
who failed to pay the rent to Lox\l Enniskillen for this 
portion of the property, and he served them with an 
ejectment, and ultimately decreed them and took pos- 
session. From that time all litigation was allowed to 
expire. That is the way he got possession of it, and 
there were difficulties in relation to that portion of 
the property that did not exist in relation to other 
portions recovered from the Town Commissioners by 
Lord Enniskillen or his family. 

557. Was that between 1840 and 184G? — Yes. 

558. Chairman. — Was any question raised with 
respect to that property at the time of the law suit ? — 

There were no regular proceedings taken. The pro- 
perty now built upon belonged to the old Corporation, 
aud should have belonged to us, because it was never 
purchased from us and never leased from us. 

559. Do you say that it has since passed out of the 
hands of the old Corporation into the hands of Lord 
Enniskillen without either lease or purchase? — Yes. 

From the year 183G to the year 1840 the then provost 
and burgesses of Enniskillen (whether in contravention 
of the statute of 1S3G remains to be determined) 
leased or jobbed away the greater part of the corporate 
property to relatives or friends ; and I find on ex- 
amining the leases and documents in our possession 
that of these leases — from 183G to 1S40 — the follow- 
ing are either cancelled, surrendered, or lapsed — 
namely, about one lease made in the year 1S36, three 
made in the year 1837, eleven made in the year 1838, 
and four made in the year 1839, and also two leases 
made in 1848. These have all been either surrendered, 
cancelled, or lapsed ; and of leases made during that 
time (between 1836 aud 1840) there exists in force, as 
against the Town Commissioners, the following — 
namely, about twenty-one leases made in the year 1838 
for three lives or sixty-one years, the dates and terms 
in several of them being erased and re-written; 
twenty-one leases made in the year 1838, dated 29th 
September, 1838, and all for three lives or sixty-one 
years; one in 1839 for three lives to Hugh Collum, 
but cancelled, and a new lease made to John Collum ; 
four in 1839 for three lives or sixty-one years ; eleven 
in 1840, dated on the back 29th September, 1840, 
but in the body of the lease dated 29th September, 

1830. 

560. Are those leases made in 1838 and 1 S39 still 
i n nning against you ? — They are still in existence. 

561. A vp. they chiefly of premises in the town? — They 
are all in the town, except Houston’s or Maguire’s in 
Kilnaloo. Besides those just mentioned we are in 
possession of the following old leases unexpired, and 
tying against us, or said to be so, namely, about one 
lease made in the year 1832, to George Woods, for Is. 
a year for the life of George Irvine, and for an 
additional term of thirty-one years after his death at 
an increased rent of £3 per annum. He died lately. 

George Irvine was at one time chairman of the Cor- 
poration. We have also a lease made in the year 
1833, purporting to be signed in that year by Chai-les 
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Enniskillen. Ovendon as provost. We believe that Charles Oven- 
March as, is77. don was not provost in that year, and that these 
— . leases are all made on erasures. We believe that 
Hamilton Irvine lived up to 1839, and that Charles 
Ovendon succeeded him as provast, and yet he signed 
a lease made in the year 1833. They had power to 
lease the property up to 1836, and in 1839 they ante- 
dated' the leases. 

562. Chairman. — Were these leases made to per- 
sons who were in the Corporation at that time ! — They 
were all burgesses. 

563. And they were at nominal rents! — Yes; 
some of them at Is. Some of them were made over 
a peppercorn in the year. There was one made 
over to one of the Coles, at the yearly rent of a pepper- 
corn in the year, that is recovered. Here are two 
leases which are signed by the two provosts on the 
one date. (Hands in leases.) 

564. These leases are both purporting to be signed 
on the 29th September, 1838. The one is signed by 
Charles Ovendon, provost, and the other signed by 
Hamilton Irvine, provost! — Yes. 

565. I see there has been an erasure in one of them 1 
— Yes ; the question is whether the burgesses had power 
to make leases from 1836 to 1840 or not. 

566. In this one which is signed by Irvine as 
provost, the date is filled in as 1838, and that would 
be subsequent to the restraining statute. This is to 
William M. Caffery. Was he a member of the Corpora- 
tion 1 — No. 

567. And this other one is to James Lowrey !— He 
is a friend of a member of the Corporation, I think. 

568. Now there is a query as to who holds these 
premises. I suppose you know now who holds them! 
— We do. 

569. There is one lease here, which is indorsed on 
the outside 29th September, 1840, and inside it is 
dated 29th September, 1830, and then there is some- 
thing written, which I think is 1834, it has been 
erased ; but the last figure looks like a 4. It is 
signed by Hamilton Irvine, provost, who signed the 
one in 1338. This is a lease to Exham Moroney! — 
He was a burgess at the time, and that lease is still 
in being. 

570. It is at the yearly rent of £5 sterling! — I 
notice that the lease is still running against us. 

571. Mr. Lawless. — The demised premises consist 
of two dwelling-houses, offices, and gardens. "What is 
the value of that now 1 

Mr. Loioe . — There is one house in that lease which 
is now set at £20 a year. The other was given by 
Exham Moroney to a house-keeper for her life. I 
believe she set it at £10 a year, but subsequently sold 
it. 

572. Who got the field 1 — The field is worth at least 
£5 a year. £5 was offered for it sometime ago, and it 
would not be accepted, but it is now let at £5 a 
year. 

573. The lease, I see, is for three lives or sixty-one 
years, the same as the rest ! — Yes. 

574. I see that the leases were prepared by Mr. 
Chadwick. Was he solicitor to the old Corporation 1 — 
Yes. William Irvine, who was solicitor and clerk of 
the Crown, was got to approve of the leases, and he is 
brother to George Irvine, to whom one of these bene- 
ficial leases was made. 

575. Do you find a lease to Mr. James Jeffries 
amongst the others ! — Yes ; there are several old 
leases that Mr. Jeffries got cancelled and new ones 
granted. 

576. Was he a member of the old Corporation! — 
No ; but he was a nephew of John Collum ! s. 

577. Mr. Lawless (to witness). — Do you know 
whether since the present Commissioners came into 
office, since the year 1846, any practice prevailed of 
making leases of the corporate property to gentlemen 
who were members of the body of Commissioners 1 — -I 
am not aware of such practice beyond what appears in 
the records. 


578. Chairman. — I find this notice of motion served 
on the 13th October, 1856 : — 

“I will at the next day of meeting propose that no member of 
this body will take or seek for any lease of any property belonging to 
the Corporation. 

“Signed, James Cuedbs." 

And I find on going a little further on in the book 
the following resolution on the 5th December, 185G : 

“ Proposed by Mr. James Creden and seconded by Mr. James 
Graham, thatno member of tbeTown Commissioners will take or seek 
for, any lease of the property of the Borough of Enniskillen, now in 
the possession of the Town Commissioners, either by lease or 
otherwise." 

Eleven voted for that resolution, and five against it. 

I find also, that exactly three years after the. passing 
of that resolution, at the meeting on the 5th December, 
1859, at which a large number of the members 
attended, the following notice of motion was handed 

“ I will at the next day of meeting of the Town Commissioners, 
propose that the resolution bearing date the &th Deeemiier, 1850, 
prohibiting an} - Town Commissioner from taking a lease of Corpo- 
ration property, he rescinded. 

“ Signed, George Black.” 

Witness . — That notice of motion was never car- 
ried out. 

579. The proposition dicl not come to a vote ! — No. 

580. In fact the resolution which was passed prohi- 
biting any member of the Town Commissioners from 
taking a lease of corporate property is standing unre- 
scinded on the books 1 —Yes. 

581. The only lease actually made to a Commis- 
sioner was that in 1848 which was granted to Mr. 
Lemon! — Yes. 

582. Mr. Lawless. — On the Gtli December, 1858, 
I find the following resolution : — 

“ Resolved — Proposed by Mr. William Carson and seenndorl by 
Mr. George Black, that from this day forward no existing leases of 
Corporation property now in the hands of the Town Commissioners 
be cancelled nor any new leases granted except wheu the old have 
expired. This resolution is not intended to affect the proposition of 
Mr. Tickle in reference to his tenement as now on record in the 
minute book. Passed unanimously." 

583. Chairman. — There was a notice of motion 
given by Mr. George Black which was never proceeded 
with, so that the resolution, prohibiting the granting 
of leases to members of the municipal body stands uu- 
rescinded at the present time. 

584. Mr. Lemon. — I bought that field by public auc- 
tion from Copeland. 

5S5. Mr. Lawless. — When 1 — When he left this 
country and went to Australia. I was to get an as- 
signment from Copeland. He made an arrangement 
with the Town Commissioners that ho was to get the 
old lease cancelled and a new one made for thirty-one 
years. Mr. Collum suggested that it would be cheaper 
for me to join with the Commissioners and cheaper for 
us all. I never asked any favour from the Commis- 
sioners. The lease for thirty-one years was promised 
to Copeland before he sold it. Instead of getting an 
assignment from Copeland I joined with the Commis- 
sioners in giving a lease. 

586. For the purpose of saving expense 1 — Yes. 

587. Chairman. — Then he got a lease, and you 
bought liis interest 1 — He did not get a lease. He 
had got the promise of a lease. 

588. And you bought his promise of a lease by 
public auction ? — He was to get a lease from the Town 
Commissioners, and I purchased his interest in it. 

589. You purchased his equitable claim on the Cor- 
poration for a lease % — Yes, 

590. Do you remember how much you paid him for 
it!— I think £35. 

591. I should like to know how what you bought 
was described at the auction 1 — Mr. Copeland said that 
the Commissioners had promised him a lease. 

592. Had he any agreement with the Commissioners 
about getting a lease 1 — He had not ; he simply had a 
promise from the Commissioners. 
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593. What did you give him for this valuable matter was disputed for a long time, but ultimately Emusmi.i.en. 

liattei ? £32 or £33. the majority of them agreed to grant that lease, which, Marc h 23, ih77. 

1 * 594 . For the promise of the lease?— Yes. however, was never executed. It was prepared and Mr- Jeremiah 

595. You being a Town Commissioner at the time? bi'ought before the Board on one occasion, but as the Jordan. 

—Yes, I was a Commissioner at the time. old lease was not surrendered it was not signed. Since 

596. ’ Witness. — There is another lease in 1833 then I have not heard anything about it. 
to Gorges Irvine, purporting to be signed by Charles 606. Since November, 1873? — Yes. 

Ovenden, as provost, for the life of Gorges Irvine, at the 607. Witmss.— Mr. Carson went out of office in 

yearly rent of £9 4s. Id., and for an additional term of 1873. There is a resolution of that date. 

thirty-one years after his death, at a decreased rent of 608. Mr. Lawless.— That is the resolution of 3rd 

£5 per annum. Only for the hitch that took place we November, which we have already seen. Mr. Lemon 

would not have known anything about it. There is did not come in and surrender his lease ? 

evidence on the face of it that it was not executed till 609. Witness.— He surrendered the lease on con- 

mgy dition that he would still have the benefit of the lease. 

597. Mr. Lawless. — This is a lease dated on the 610. There was no deed of surrender? — No; he 
24th June, 1833 ; the burgesses of Enniskillen on the merely handed over the lease. 

one part, and Gorges Irvine on the other part ? — It is 611. Were any instructions given to your agent 
for the police barrack. to receive that 30s. a year?— Not that I know of. 

59S. It is for the life of Gorges Trvine, from the date There is no lease of the property held by John Collum 
of the lease, at the yearly rent of £9 4s. Id., and for in the pig-market or Paget-street. If there ever was, it 
thirtv-one yearn after the death of Gorges Irvine, and has been removed from our papers ; but what I am 
rent "to be reducible to £5 on the death of Gorges informed is, that leases of the premises were made to 
Irvine. The thirty-one is written on an erasure, and Edward Harry Ennis, when he’ was a Commissioner 
although the lease beai-s the date of the year 1833, it or Chairman of the Town Commissioner's, and that the 
appears from the printed memorandum that the paper lease was conveyed by him to J oku Collum. 
was issued by the Commissioner's of Stamps in the year 612. Was Collum agent then? — No; it was after- 
1837. The lease is signed by Charles Ovendon, as wards that he was agent. 

provost? — That was partly the reason of our coming 613. When do you suppose it was conveyed to 
to the conclusion that Charles Ovendon was not pro- Ennis ? — We have no trace of the transaction, 
vost till 1S37. We had no record, and we could only 614. When do you suppose it was assigned to John 
arrive at it by inference. Collum? — About the year 1852. The committee 

599. That is now the existing lease and the tenant’s waited on Mr. John Collum, and asked him to pro- 
claim to be entitled to pay only £5 from the death of <j uce the lease, but so far as I know he did not do so. 

the life? — Yes. We know nothing more about the matter. The other 

600. What is the rent of the police barrack ? — £36. l ease belonging to Mr. John Collum of a house in 

There was another lease in 1S34 to Robert Keys, esq., Belmore-street is not forthcoming. I do not know 
solicitor, for the life of Samuel Beatty, and for sixty- anything about these premises. We have to complain 
one years after his death at £2 2s. per annum. That that these papers disappeared from time to time ; that 
lease is running against us now. I only wish to show W e are not able to lay our hands on such valuable 
you the way in which the old burgess and Corporation documents. With reference to the subject of the 
did away with the property that ought to be ours now. inconvenience and loss to the Commissioners from the 
There is no lease to Mr. Arthur of three houses, as disappearance of documents — 1 may say that the lease 
derived from Mr. Lemon, but it is fair to say that Mr. to the gas company was filched (if I may use the 
Arthur is paying 30s. a year of ground rent to the word), the lease and papers by which we knew our 
Commissioners as consideration for the breaking of an powers. The gas company sought a Bill from Parlia- 
old lease and making a new one. ment, by which they put us to very great expense, for 

601. Mr. Lemon. — Mr. Arthur pays £1 10s. a year it was only at the very last moment, when we were 

because of the promise to make a new lease. going before the House of Lords, that the lease was 

602. Mr. Lawless. — I find the following on the produced by Mr. Ax-chibald Collum. 

books : — 615. Mr Lowe. — It was the tenant’s part that was 

“5tb December, 1859. produced; the House of Commons having got it from 


I also find this resolution — 


Witness . — All those conditions failed to be carried 
out. 

603. Mr. Carson. — Except the payment of the 
£1 10s. ; that has been fulfilled. 

604. Chairman (to Mr. J ordan ). — Did you authorize 
your agent to receive that £1 10s. ? 

Mr. Lowe . — It is on the printed rental which I 
received. 

605. Chairman (to Mr. Carson ). — How long were 
the buildings there before this application was made ?— 
They were there a long time, and the owner refused to 
finish them. Mr. Arthur purchased from Mr. Bleakley 
his interest (of course being aware of the promise to 
give a lease), and immediately after purchasing he 
applied to the Town Commissioners for the new lease. 
Some of the Commissioners were against it, and the 


the tenant, 

616. Witness . — Probably it was wise to produce 
the tenant’s part and not the other. At all events, 
we have not got the counterpart. With reference 
to the lump butter-market, I say that it is a very 
serious inconvenience — a dangerous inconvenience and 
obstruction. A man was vory nearly. being run over 
by a cart there not long ago. The side-paths are 
occupied with the goods. W e have been trying for the 
last ten years to induce Lord Enniskillen to bring that 
butter-market down to his central markets in the town 
where he has quite room enough. There are only a few 
persons in that part of the town who object to its re- 
moval. Only one of the respectable shopkeepers, not 
engaged in the liquor trade, would object. Of course 
there may be a few others, but I am not aware of it. 
There is, however, another matter behind that, Lord 
Enniskillen has a number of stores at the end of that 
street which are let to buyers, and very probably he 
wishes to have them continue rented as they are now. 
There is also a tenant or two of Lord Enniskillen’s 
who also let stores there. Then as to the cemetery, 
we have spent, I suppose, nearly one-third or one-fourth 
of the time of the Sanitary Board in discussing matters 
connected with the cemetery. Lord Enniskillen 
offered us land at a very moderate rent. 

617. Mr. Carson . — There is a very general objection 
to the quality of that land offered by Lord Enniskillen 
because it was formerly a place where only paupers 
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Enniskillen, were buried. The sanitary officers Lave condemned 
March 23 , 1877. the present cemetery as unhealthy. 

— . 018. Chairman (to Mr. Jordan ). — Do the Coimnis- 

Jorilan™"" 0 * sionevs of Enniskillen hold any fund in trust for any 
charitable institution of any kind? — I have never 
heard of it. 

619. How long have you been a member of the 
body of Commissioners? — Since 1870. 

620. Do you know of any fund either of land or 
money being vested in the old Corporation or in the 
present Commissioners ? — I think there never was any 
money vested in the Corporation, but I know there 
was a fund. I do not know what it was for, or in 
whom it was vested. 

621. Mr. Trimble. — Mr. "White and Mr. Cook 
hold it. 


622. Chairman. — Did they hold it as members of 
the Corporation ? — No. 

623. Mr. Lawless. — The trustees of this fund were 

not trustees in their character of Commissioners \ No 

624. Chairman (to witness ). — Do you, as the 
chairman of the Town Commissioners, take an inte- 
rest in the working of the Sanitary Act in this town 1 
— Yes ; irrespective of the ordinary routine, the sub- 
sanitary officer brings me the report of his daily bisec- 
tion. We have divided the town into districts ; and I «o 
overkisreport-book andinitialit. Hevisitstheslaughter- 
houses once a week, and on the day he does so he 
brings me his book with the result of his inspection. 
The Commissioners rival each other in carrying out the 
Sanitary Act and in making this borough (so far as 
the funds will allow) as perfect as possible. 


Mr. James 
Coulter, J.r. 


Mr. James Coulter, j.f., examined. 


625. Chairman. — Are you a Town Commissioner? 
— Yes. 

626. And a borough magistrate ? — Yes. 

627. You are a brother of Mr. "William Coulter ? — 
Yes. The place which has been referred to has been 
advertised publicly again and again. On one occasion 
there was a tender of Is. 4,(1. per foot put in, and I 
called a man aside and said, “ Offer 2s. per foot for it.” 
That offer was not accepted, and the place was adver- 
tised for another month. At the meeting of the Com- 
missioners at the end of a month, my brother put in a 


tender at 2s. per foot which was accepted. Upon that 
ground there has been .£600 or £700 worth of build- 
ings erected, and the taxes, of course, go to the benefit 
of the town. 

628. Did your brother offer that 2s. per foot on your 
account or on his own? — I was determined that I 
would take the ground and build upon it if he could 
not do it. It was principally my money that built the 
houses. 

629. How long have you been a Town Commis- 
sioner? — Nineteen or twenty years. 


Mr. William Carson examined. 


630. Chairman. — You, I believe, were at one time 
chairman of the Town Commissioners ? — Yes ; I was 
chairman for three years. 

631. With regard to some of those resolutions can 
you give me any information? Were you a Town 
Commissioner in 1856 ? — I was. 

632. 1 should like to know what were the grants at 
that time, or shortly before that time, to the members 
of the municipal body which led to the resolution pro- 
hibiting the granting of leases to the Commissioners 
being proposed I — No practice of letting to the Com- 
missioners existed in my time. There was one case in 
which a Commissioner wanted to get some property, 
and when he was advised that he could not get it, two 
of his friends got it for him. I said that this mode of 
getting property was likely to go on, and I therefore 
took an active part in getting that resolution passed 
and putting an end to it. 

633. That was what led to the resolution being 
passed '? — Yes ; and then, you see, there were a good 
many resolutions with regard to the cancelling of leases, 
and as the practice was likely to be continued, we set 
our faces against it also. At one time it was the prac- 


tice not to sign documents in public, hut they wen- 
sent to the houses of the Commissioners, and executed 
there. There was a resolution forbidding that, for there 
were leases given that no one knew anything about. 

634. TJp to what date did that practice continue? — I 
amnotexactlysure ; butlproposed the resolution myself. 

635. Was' much injury done by this practice? — 
No ; but there were things being done which would 
not bear the light of day. I do not mean to 
say that there was anything corrupt done, but the 
tendency was in the direction of making mistakes. 

636. There were some things open to suspicion? — 
Yes. 

637. Mr. Coulter . — My impression is that in a great 
many instances it would be a great advantage if the 
Town Commissioners had power to cancel leases. It 
would do away with many of the thatched houses. 
There are a great many of them on our own property, 
and if these old leases (some of them are very old ones) 
were cancelled and new ones got and good houses built, 
it would be a great improvement and a great addition 
to the funds of the Commissioners. The rental would 
be increased and so would also the taxes. 


March 24, IS77. 


March 24, 1877. 


Mr. Jordan. 


Mr. Jordan re-examined. 


638. Mr. Jordan . — I wish to supplement a state, 
rnent I made yesterday. You may recollect haring 
asked me what was the disposition of the Com- 
missioners with reference to the letting of tenements by 
auction or proposal, and I said we would be inclined 
to have regard to tenant-right in this town. When 
the tenements in Belmore-street fell into us, and we 
advertised them to be let by proposal, they were 
closely competed for by three people. The parties 
who got them, got them at a high rack rent, and the 
result was, that in one or two years after, when the 
parties- had taken all they could out of the houses, 
they gave them up in a much worse condition, than 
they got them.. Another gentleman the other day 
stated that when the thatch was worn off his houses, 
he would give them up. The Commissiouers now find 
in reletting houses that they have to make a reduction 
in- some instances, in order to get the premises set 
at all. 

-639. Chairman. — You mi ght have covenants that. 


while the landlord kept the exterior, the tenants should 
keep the interior in repair? — In this part of the 
country the tenant is supposed to do nearly everything. 

640. Therefore, if you have such covenants as I 
have mentioned, you would obviate all difficulty?-— 
•Theoretically that is very true, but practically it is 
very difficult to enforce covenants with reference to 
improvements. That is the reason why I say I think 
it would be better to let the houses at a moderate or 
fair rent, instead of a rack rent. 

641. Mr. Carson (Commissioner). — At the same 
time, I think the disposition of the Commissioners, 
notwithstanding that state of things, is to let every- 
thing by proposal, believing that to be the most 
healthy course for a public board to adopt. 

642. Mr. Trimble (Commissioner). — Not at all. 

643. Witness.— I think from the sore experience 
we have had since I became a Commissioner, I am 
borne out in my view. Mr. Carson is quite right ; but 
we have found rack rents to operate injuriously against 
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0 . . r property. We had to let a house the other 
.lay for £5 a year less after we paid for improve- 
ments. You asked me did the Commissioners and 

1. ffieers afford facilities for carrying out the Sanitary 
Act and I said they did. I would wish that observa- 
tion to be understood as applying to the Commis- 
sioners, not only as a sanitary board but as Town 
Commissioners under the 9th Geo. IV. They are 
most anxious to carry out the provisions of the Acts 
under which they are incorporated, and in furtherance 
of them 1 may add, that they are hearty and unani- 
mous in their efforts to manage the affairs of the town 
well. We know no parties on this board. We have 
our opinions, but as Commissioners at the board we 
know no politics. There is no such thing as the 
aftairs of the board being conducted by “ sides of the 
house,” but we are all unanimous in our desire to 
manage our affairs amicably and for the good of the 

644. Chairman. — Is it ti-ue that some members 
are more anxious to have improvements carried out on 
their own property than on others ? — It is not. 

645. There was a newspaper sent us this morning, 
containing a letter by James J ohnston, complaining of 
a nuisance which flowed through his wall. Do you 
know anything about it? — Yes ; we had a great deal 
nf trouble about that. On the 22nd July, 1875, he 
received notice to abate the nuisance. We spent a 
good deal of time investigating the case, and found 
that it ultimately resulted in a question of title 
between two landlords. - As evidence of the desire of 
the Commissioners to govern the town to the best of 
their ability, I may mention that we have laid out 
since 1870, on the town about as much money as 
had been laid out on it for the thirty years previous. 
I think we have expended between £14,000 and 
£15,000. 

646. Including your waterworks 1 — I mean all. 
Not only that, but I may state also, that the Commis- 


sioners since 1870, have devoted more of their time in 
looking after the affairs of the town than the Com- 
missioners for the previous twenty years ever did. The 
minutes will prove that to you. Since you have come 
down here we have been more convinced than ever of the 
importance of keeping ample minutes, and having 
everything recorded in detail. There is only one 
other observation I would wish to make. I see by 
yesterday’s newspapers that a number of medical 
.gentlemen in Dublin have entered a protest against 
towns of under 6,000 inhabitants being supplied under 
the Public Health Act with an urban sanitary board. 
Now we are xinder 6,000 inhabitants, and we would 
deem it a most calamitous circumstance to be deprived 
of our urban sanitary board. I believe no greater cal- 
amity could occur to the town of Enniskillen. If we 
were dependent on the Board of Guardians for the 
regulations of our sanitary affairs, the borough of 
Enniskillen would he in a state of filth, dirt, and neg- 
lect. 

647. Mi - . Carson . — I have too much respect for the 
Board of Guardians to go that far and say they would 
neglect the duties if they were imposed on them. As 
a member of the Board of Guardians, I give as much 
attention as I can to rural sanitary matters, and I am 
sure the others do the same. However - , I think it 
would be a most calamitous tiling if we had to go to the 
Board of Guardians about the sanitary affairs of the 
town. 

648. Chairman. — Do you, Mr. Jordan, think that 
the sanitary affairs of the town would be less attended 
to by the Guardians than by the urban sanitary board? 

Mr. Jordan . — My opinion is, that the want of atten- 
tion would amount almost to neglect; and if we 
gained nothing else than an urban sanitary boax-d by 
the expenditure of £2,000, we would think it very 
cheap. 

649. Mr. James Kenny . — As a Commissioner and a 
Guardian I beg to endorse what Mr. J ordan says. 


ENSISKIM.BW. 
March 24, 1877. 
Mr. Jonian. 


Mr. William Carson l’e-examined. 


Mr. Trillium 


650. Chairman. — Are you vice-chairman of the 
Board of Guardians ? — In the absence of the chairman 
I am generally chosen to preside, but I am not the 
regularly appointed vice-chairman. 

651. Have you been a long time a Town Commis- 
sioner? — Yes. 

652. In your opinion, would the town of Ennis- 
killen suffer if the present Town Commissioners ceased 
to be the urban sanitary authority, and the sanitary 
affairs of the town were entrusted to the Board of 
Guardians? — Well, so far as the Board of Guai’dians, 
as a sanitary board in this union is concerned, I think 
they have done their duty as efficiently as it could be 
possibly done, and through their means there is no 
question but vast impi-ovements have been effected 
throughout the entire union. As to what course they 
would adopt with reference to the urban district I am 
not prepared to say. I would not go so far as Mr. 
Jordan, and say that they would neglect the town if 
the change were made. They have a most efficient 
staff of officers, and the duties have been performed as 
well, I think, as in the town. 

653. Would you at the same time indorse Mr. 
Jordan’s opinion that the Commissioners as the urban 
sanitary authority have been very active and very ener- 
getic in their desire to carry out the duties entrusted 
to them by Act of Parliament? — Decidedly. I would 
prefer that the authority remained in their hands, hut 
that is no reflection on the Board of Guardians. 

654. Has Mr. Johnston's letter been before the Board 
of Commissioners? — Yes; and very carefully con- 
sidered. As far as I know about that case of Mr. 
J ohnston, I think the sanitax-y board has exercised all 
its powers of ingenuity to have the matter arranged, 
hut it seems to he veiy difficult. We had one of the 
landlords, Captain Collum, before us, and he promised 
to do anything that was reasonable in reference to this 
party wall. 

__ 655. Is that the gentleman who is complained of by 


Mr. J ohnston ? — No. He is the owner, not the Carson, 
iccupier. 

656. Is the occupier of Captain Collum’s property 
■he member of the Board referred to? — No, Mr. John- 
ston's complaint is of a tenant of Captain Collum. 

657. The Commissionei’s have been good enough to 
furnish me at my request with a schedule of the leases 
that fell in since 1840, and were regranted — and I de- 
sired special reference should he made to any lettings 
to members of their own body or their relations. The 
only case mentioned is a letting to Mr. Ball on the 
3rd July, 1858, he being father-in-law of one of the 
Commissioners. Were you a Commissioner at that 
time? — Yes. 

658. Did you sign the lease as a Commissioner? — 

659. Was Richard Ball to whom this lease was 
granted father-in-law of a Commissioner of that date ? 

—He was. 

660. Who was the Commissioner?— George Mahood. 

661. This was a lease for seventy-five years of the 
gardens in Toneystick at a rent of £4 17a. lOd. on 
condition of Richard Ball expending £120 at leant on 
building. Do you know the premises in question ? — 

I do. 

662. Was that ground let at a fair rent to Mr. Ball ? 

As a ground rent I think so. There was no building 

at all there. A great deal more than £120 has been 
expended there. He lias built two good substantial 
houses on the property. 

663. Mr. Trimble. — He has laid out £600. 

664. Was there any competition invited for that 

ground 1 There was no competition, because there was 

an existing lease at the time which was cancelled. 

665. There was an old lease of 6th July, 1822, held 
bv Ball, who came in, surrendered it, and got a new 

lease ? Yes. There were some years unexpired, but 

Ball wanted to build on the ground, and then got the 
new lease. 
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666. I want to know the number of years that were 
to run ? — I couldn’t tell you. 

667. I assume the old lease was for three lives or 
sixty-one years? — Yes. 

668. And the new lease being granted in 1S5S, 
thirty-six years of the old one must have expired ? — 
Yes. 

669. That would leave twenty-five years still to run ? 
— Yes. 

670. .Do you know what Ball paid for the old lease? — 
I do not. I have got. a copy of Mr. Ball’s proposal here. 
I will read it. It is from a minute of the 25th June, 
1858— 

“Gentlemen, — I ties to reqnest you will grant me a lease of that 
garden and premises which I Hold under you, adjoining Hr. Robert 
Kaye's premises in Toueystiek, for building purposes. I will build a 
dwelling-house of bride, stone, and mortar, and slate it — to the 
value of £120, witbin three years from the time you will execute 
the lease to enable me to expend tbis sum iu improving the pre- 
mises. I beg to call your attention to the very high rent liad for 
said premises, and the depreciation of property in the neighbourhood 
by the removal of the fairs which were so long held in the immediate 
vicinity. I ngree to pay the same rent I do now, and pay the 
necessary expenses of drawing out the lease, wl licit 1 trust you will 
grant me.” 

The rent was not named. 

671. The rent was not named, but it was not changed, 
for was not that proposal adopted? — Yes. 

672. It was let to him at the same rent at which he 
had had it before ?— Y es. 

673. What would .£4 17s. 10J. per year be per foot? 
— Something over 2s, a foot. 


674. Do you believe that was the full and fair value 
of the land ? — I was under the impression at the time 
it was. I was aware that the value of property there 
had been depreciated, owing to the fact stated in the 
proposal — namely, that the fair-green which had been 
held in that neighbourhood from time immemorial was 
removed to another part of the town. I think it was 
a reasonable price. 

675. Mr. Lawless.— Did Mr. Ball fulfil his pro- 
position? — Yes. Dr. Mahood became owner of tbe 
property, and Le laid out £600 on it. 

676. Chairman. — Do you think because Mr. Ball 
was father-in-law of a member of the board, he was 
treated differently from any one else? — He was 
treated just tbe same as any one else. 

677. Are you in favour of always putting up town 
property, as it falls in, to public competition 1 — I am 
or any work to be done. 

678. Then you are against the principle of accept- 
ing the surrender of leases and granting new ones?-. 
I am strongly against it, and ever have been. Mr. 
Jordan is quite correct with regard to the amount of 
work done by the Commissioners since 1S70, and the. 
sums of money expended as compared with former 
years ; but he omitted to state, that prior to that date 
the Commissioners were unfortunately not in the posi- 
tion of being able to spend money, because they bad 
no powers of taxation, 

679. Mr. Trimble . — They had the power to tax to 
the extent of Is. iu the pound. 


Hr. Robert 
i'akerham 
YValehe. 


Dr. Robert Pakeniiam Walshe examined. 


680. Chairman.- Have you been consulting sani- 
tary officer since the Act of 1874 was put in force ? — 
Yes. I was previously a Commissioner. 

681. What is your salary ? — £15 a year. 

6S2. Are you often at tbe meetings of tbe board '! — 
I habitually attended every week. Latterly the meet- 
ings are held only once a fortnight, that being found 
sufficient, owing to the quantity of business having 
diminished. 

683. Have you found a general disposition on the 
part of the sanitary board, to carry out your recommen- 
dations as consulting sanitary officer? — The greatest 
anxiety to do so. 

684. Do you and Dr. Gamble generally agree in 
your views as to sanitary matters 1 — I don't think we 
have had any collision so far. Frequently when a 
report comes iu with reference to any place, I visit 
it with a deputation from the sanitary board, to 
satisfy ourselves of the exact condition of the pre- 
mises. 

6S5. Whenever there lias been any doubt? — 
Yes. 

686. Being requested to do so, you have done so ? — 
Yes. 

6S7. In your opinion, is the Act efficiently earned 
out in Enniskillen? — I think it is very efficiently 
earned out here. 

688. What accommodation is there in case of an 
epidemic breaking out, say fever or small-pox 1 — There 
is a large fever hospital in connexion with the work- 
h.ouse. 

689. Has that accommodation been found sufficient ? 
— Quite sufficient. The town, has become very free 
from these diseases. For many months last year, 
there were no fever cases in hospital at all. Fevers 
and epidemic diseases in this town are not frequent. 
The diseases are more sporadic than epidemic, I don’t 
think there is any case at present, 

690. Have you an ambulance ? — There is a good 
ambulance, which is maintained by the Guardians! 

691. It has been stated here, that the Guardians 
would not be as efficient a body in looking after the 
sanitary affairs of the town as .the Commissioners. 
Are you of that opinion? — Naturally the Commis- 
sioners would take more interest in the matter. A 
great many of the Guardians are farmers living in the 


country, who know very little of sanitary matters, 
except what they learn at the Board of Guardians. 

692. Are the Commissioners well represented on the 
Board of Guardians? — Yes ; I am myself an ex officio 
member ot the Board in my capacity as a magistrate. 
These Commissioners display the same energy there as 
in the town. I am convinced that what Mr. Jordan 
and Mr. Carson say is right, namely, that the Commis- 
sioners themselves have more interest in and are better 
acquainted with the sanitary affairs of the town than 
the Guardians could be, and are a far more suitable 
body to carry out the sanitary laws hei'e. 

693. Would you go so far as to say that the sanitary 
affairs of the town would be neglected by the Guardians? 
— I don’t think they would be neglected ; but I think 
there would be more difficulty and circumlocution in 
getting them carried out by tbe Guardians. 

694. Mr. Lawless, — Do you think the sanitary 
affairs of the town would be or could be as efficiently 
carried out by the Board of Guardians as by the Com- 
missioners ? — I think not, judging by what tbe Com- 
missioners have done since they got the management 
into their own hands, as compared with what was done 
by tbe Grand Jury, There is one matter I wish to 
volunteer, my opinion on, namely, the taking up of 
old leases and the granting of new ones. I don t agree 
with Mr. Carson that it is always undesirable. I will 
give you an instance. I purchased an old lease from 
a tenant holding under Lord Enniskillen. The pre- 
mises were not sufficient for my accommodation. They 
were too old besides, and required a great deal of repair. 
I applied to Lord Enniskillen, and undertook to lay 
out a certain amount, provided he gave me an extended 
lease. His lordship did so, and I improved the pre- 
mises so much that they are now valued at £45 a year 
instead of £25 — the figure at which they were valued 
when I got them. Now, that brings in so much per 
annum revenue to the Town Commissioners, in the 
shape of taxation. There is a large Royal School m 
the town, and it has always been the desire of the 
Commissioners to provide suitable suburban residences 
in the neighbourhood for persons who wish to come 
here to have their children educated, thereby extending 
tbe population of the town. Of course, .people wi 
not expend money in building comfortable houses on 
leases for twenty-five or thirty years. . 
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I am. 


Dr. Baptist Gamble examined. wnrch n i m 

695 Chairman.— Are you the dispensary officer?— from which there was an ooze also, but the nuisance ' ' -I 

wasn’t very bad. * ;r - J rf pt,s 

T 14 . Did you report it ? — I did, more than onee. 

the parties called upon to abate the 


jl 96 . An d ex-officio sanitary officer ? — Yes. 

697. Have you been since 187 4 ? — I have. 

698. What have you found the disposition of the 
Commissioners to be in regard to your recommendations 
as to sanitary matters '! — Most anxious to cany out 
the provisions of the Act. 

699. Have you found yourself well supported by the 
sub-sanitary officer? — As well as possible. 

700. Is he in constant communication with you ? — 
Ves ; when anything occurs he is in constant commu- 
nication with me. 

701. Do yon regularly attend the meetings of the 
Board? — Not regularly, except when summoned. 

702. Do you call in occasionally? — Yes. 

703. Are you satisfied with the way in which they 
carry out your recommendations ? — Decidedly. 

704. Are you satisfied with the accommodation for 
fever cases ?— It is more than ample. 

705. We heard yesterday there was a great want of 
privies and ashpits. Is that so still?— Yes; where 
there are no yards. Some of the places have been 
greatly improved, and these have been kept a great deal 
cleaner. 

706. Is the drainage good ? — Yes ; the greatest 
possible improvement is going on every day. The 
liack streets are a credit to any town — country town 
nr otherwise. 


716. And v , 

nuisance ? — They were. I am sure I made two reports 
of it 

716. Was it a question rather between two land- 
lords than between the complainant and the sanitary 
board ? — I think so. The premises are 24, High-street. 

717. Notices of abatement appear to have been 
served in each case? — Yes. 

718. Have the Commissioners made an order on. 
both parties ? — Yes, 

719. Mr. Lawless. — Have you ever had occasion 
to report the same nuisance twice over ? — I have ; I 
reported Mr. Johnston’s neighbourhood. 

720. Have you ever found your reports not attended 
to or not acted upon 1— I have always found there has 
been an attempt at least to carry out the instructions 
the people received towards cleaning out the place. 

721. In other words, you never found your reports 
unattended to, neglected, or shelved ? — No ; ultimately 
thev were always attended to. 

722. You found in this instance the Commissioners 
equally ready to make an order on one of their own 
body as on anyone else ? — J ust the same. 

723. My question has reference to the action of the 
sanitary authority on your reports. Have you found 

otherwise. that your reports were always acted upon by the sani- 

707. Mr. Lawless. — There has been a complaint tary authority?— Oh I thought you meant .by the people. 


My reports were invariably acted upon by the board. 

724. Mr. John Wray (borough surveyor and exe- 
cutive sanitary officer). — The premises referred to in 
Mr. Johnston’s complaint are bounded by a party 
wall. The premises adjoining, which belong to a Town 
Commissioner, are of a higher level than the other, and 
fluid matter percolates through the party wall. Mr. 
710. r Could not you have abated that nuisance on Werner is the Town Commissioner who owns the 
vour own premises without the intervention of the upper premises, and he was noticed every time Mr. 
Town Commissioners ?— Yes, I intended to do so, but Johnston, who holds the lower premises under Captain 
having been directed to make an inspection, I thought Odium, was noticed. Mr. Yerner did everything that 
. . 1 . . i mv><!<Ynn.hlA to abate the nuisance except to 


with regard to your own premises? — Yes. 

708. Was it brought forward by yourself? — Yes. 
These are not the premises in which I live, but pre- 
mises I am building. 

709. Chairman. — I notice there has been an abate- 
ment order made?— Yes; I inspected the building 
and reported the nuisance. 


•T necessary for me to make a report also. The 
house was being built, but the sewerage was not com- 
pleted. 

711. You remember the oase Mr. Johnston com- 
plained of in the newspapers, I suppose ? — Yes ; I 
have repeatedly inspected his premises. 

712. For the sanitary authority? — Yes; and the 
sanitary authority did all they could. It was a dis- 
pute as to who was liable. Captain Collum, Mr. 
Johnston’s head landlord, was always most willing to 
do all in his power. 

713. Is the adjoining owner of whom Mr. Johnston 
complained a Town Commissioner? — Well, he com 


and reasonable to abate, the nuisance except to 

rebuild the foundation of the party wall. For some 
ttime both landlords agreed to do this, but. Mr. Jolui- 
ston summoned Mr. V emer. Mr; Johnston, at the 
sessions, however, wrote across to me that lie would 
not proceed with the summons. The matter was 
recently before the sanitary board, but inasmuch as 
the nuisance was very slight, and was caused chieSy 
by the wall not being rebuilt, they thought it would 
be better to. let the two landlords fight the matter out 
between them. 

725. Mr. Jordan.— Ms. Arthur, about whose lease 
much was said yesterday, is now present, and can. 


plained of him. There was a house in a back street explain the. circumstances to you. 


Mr. William Arthur examined. 


726. Chairman. — What did you pay Mr. Blakely 
for his interest in the premises held by you ? — £170. 

727. The buildings were then nearly completed, but 
were not occupied or fit for occupation ? — They were 
not at all finished. A large portion of the buildings 
was intended for offices. 

728. Was there any understanding between you and 
Mr. Blakely or you and Mr. Lemon at the time, that 
in consideration of your giving that money, Mr. 
Lemon was to use his interest with the Commis- 
sioners ? — No. 

729. Did anything at all of the kind pass between 
you? — Not at alL I came before the board by letter. 

730. Did you give that £170 for the bare remainder 
of the term of thirty-one years which Mr. Blakely 
then had of the premises from Mr. Lemon ? — Yes. 

731. And you took your chance of being able to get 
a longer lease? — Exactly. I expended £1,000. 

732. Did any money pass between you and Mr, 
Lemon ? — No. 


733. Nor has any since ? — No. 

734. There was no transfer of any promise from 
Mr. Blakely? — No. 

735. Mr. Lawless. — Was the granting of the lease 
to you for the building of houses opposed by any of 
the Commissioners ? — There was a resolution on the 
books that the building leases were not to be renewed 
until the old leases had dropped out. 

736. Did you know that that resolution stood rather, 
in the way of your lease ? — I wasn’t aware of it at the 
time. 

737. Had you not been a Town Commissioner your : 
self? — I had been for many years before. 

738. And were you aware of the existence of that 
resolution ? — I was not. It was rescinded for the very 
purpose of granting me this lease, because they deemed 
it advisable and to their own advantage to give it to 
me. 

739. Did you make any interest with your Mends 
on the Council to get this lease ? — There were some 

T 


Mr. William 
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who were opposed to it in the first instance, the prin- 
cipal objection being, that the resolution on the books 
stood in the way. 

7 40. Did you try to make any interest with yonr 
friends l — Not at all. 

741. You never canvassed? — I cannot remember 
whether 1 mentioned the subject in any conversation, 
but I never made a general canvass. T may have 
mentioned what I intended to do, but I didn’t make 
any application to the board in reference to their res- 
cinding their resolution. 

742. Do you think but for your personal influence 
with members of the board 'you would have got this 
agreement for a building lease ? — I don’t think it was 
owing to my interest at all. I think the matter was 
fully discussed at the open meeting of the board, and 
the. Commissioners deemed it to be to their advantage 
to have property of this kind built, which would fall 
in to them in fifty or fifty-five years. 

743. Chairman. — How long is it since you have 
been a Commissioner ? — Twenty-five years. 

744. Mr. Clelnnd (Town Clerk). — In my examina- 
tion yesterday, I omitted to state that any moneys I 
pay away during the month, from year to year, I pay 
on the certificate of the borough surveyor and chair- 
man of the Town Commissioners, and these certificates 


come up at the monthly meeting of the Commis- 
sioners for confirmation. 

745. Mr. Lowe. — Permit me to say a word in 
reference to a lease to Mr. J olm Colin m of premises in 
Toneystick, at £4 9s. 6 il. a year, which were let to 
Matthew MacDonald. I find by the minute book 
that the premises were put up on the 20th November 
1S50, and that the money was paid by Matthew Mac 
Donald. The tenant was to get the premises for 
seventy-five years from the 1st November, at £4 9s. G d. 
a year. 

746. Mr. Carson. — There can be no question at all 
but that MacDonald was the trustee of Collum. The 
premises were transferred at once. 

747. Mr. Wray. — I may mention that there are 
4 miles G furlongs and 10 perches of roads and streets 
within the borough, and of these 2 miles 1 furlong and 
3G perches have main sewers. 

748. Chairman. — Were these latter made since 
1870? - Not the whole. 

749. Are they in the most populous parts of the 
borough ? — They are. 

750. How much of the sewerage has been made by 
the Commissioners since the passing of the Act of 
1S70 ? — I should say perhaps three-fourths. 


I.ONDOXUURRV. 

March 26, 1877. 


LONDONDERRY.— March 26, 1S77. 


(Before Mr. Corbett (Chairman), and Mr. Lawless, q.c.) 


[It having been announced at the commencement of the inquiry that the Town Clerk was unable to attend 
through illness, it was decided to examine his principal assistant.] 


Mr. William 
Stafford. 


Mr. William Stafford examined. 


1. Chairman. — Are you the principal clerk to the 
town clerk? — Yes. 

2. Have there been any statutes regulating or 
affecting the Corporation of Londonderry besides the 
3rd and 4tli Vic., cap. 108? — Yes. The first of those 
is the Londonderry Improvement Act of 1848 ; the 
next is that of 1855, and the next is that of 18G4, and 
they are all known as the “ Londonderry Improvement 
Acts.” 

3. Were there any powers of assessing rates con- 
ferred upon the Corporation by the Act of 1848? — 
Yes. The Corporation were empowered to levy a 
general improvement rate extending to 3s. in the 
pound, until they took the streets and roads of the 
borough into their own hands, upon doing which they 
wore empowered to levy a 4s. rate. 

4. Have they since always levied a 4s. rate? — They 
have. 

5. Have they always levied a rate up to the full 
amount of 4s. ? — They have. 

0. How do they levy that rate? — They levy it twice 
in the year by two assessments of 2s. rates. 

7. Had they borrowing powers under the Act of 
1848? — Yes. They were empowered to borrow a sum 
of £40,000 on the security of the rates, and the entire 
of that sum was borrowed by them. 

8. How were they to apply the moneys borrowed ? 
— They were empowered to pay out of the money bor- 
rowed under that Act any remaining liabilities of the 
old Pipe-water and Police Commissioners, which were, 
abolished by the Act of 1848, and their powers vested 
in the Corporation. 

9. Did the Corporation get any other powers by 
that Act? — Yes. The Act also gave them power to 
light, drain, and otherwise improve the borough, and 
it provided that from the date of the Corporation ac- 
cepting the charge of the roads and bridges, die., of the 
borough, the liability of the borough to county rate 
was to cease. They were also empowered by a num- 
ber of clauses to construct waterworks, and to purchase 
lauds for markets and fairs, and for private slaughter- 
houses, and to levy tolls in respect of the markets, 
fairs, and slaughter-houses, as well as to let the market 


stalls, and they were empowered to purchase ground, 
and to make a public cemetery. 

10. Was there any limit of time within which these 
works were to he done? — Yes; this Act limited a 
space of five years, within which all these markets, 
the cemetery, and the waterworks should be con- 
structed. 

11. Do you know were they all constructed within 
that term of five years ? — I think they were. 

12. At all events, at the present moment they 
have public markets, cemetery, and waterworks?— 
Yes. 

13. Does tbis 4s. improvement rate include the 
water rate ? — Yes. 

1 4. In making the estima te of the rates for the year, 
do you estimate the cost of supplying water to the 
town? — Yes. 

15. Therefore there is nothing received from private 
owners beyond the rate ? — No. 

16. Do you receive any payments from public 
institutions for the supply of water ? — Yes ; from the 
gaol and other public institutions. 

17. Sir William Miller (Mayor of Londonderry). — 
U nder the Act the citizens are only entitled to a supply 
by a half-inch pipe ; if they require an additional 
supply the owners are bound to pay for it. 

18. What quantity of water are you bound to 
supply under the Act ? — There is no fixed quantity. 

19. Sir William Miller. — The cisterns are fitted 
with ball-cocks which stop the supply ; but as long as 
we have the supply the water is practically unlimited. 

20. Chairman (to Witness). — Does the Act of 1848 
require a sinking fund to be formed? — Yes, that Act 
requires the Corporation to provide a sinking fund of 
not less than one-fortieth of the money every year, and 
there was a provision by another clause to set apart ten 
per cent, out of the rates for further improvements: 

21. What was the next Act? — That of 1855 which 
gave the Corporation borrowing powers to the extent 
of £10,000 more with similar provision for repayment, 
and then came the Act of 1864, which recites the fact 
that under those two previous Acts the Corporation 
had borrowed £50,000, which sum by the sinking 
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fund they brought down by £10,270, leaving £39,730 
still due. Then this Act recites that it was expedient 
to extend the limits of the borough, and they were 
accordingly extended. 

22. Were the wards into which the borough had 
been divided also extended or remodelled? — Yes. 
They were extended — not otherwise remodelled. 

23. What other material provisions did that Act of 
1S64 contain ! — By another section of the Act the 
Corporation were liable for the streets and roads within 
those extended boundaries, and the newly added exten- 
sions were exempted from payment of Grand Jury 
cess except for county at large purposes ; and the Act 
confirmed the powers of the Corporation to levy the 
lutes under the Act of 1848 ; but not to levy any 
new rates. 

24. Have they ever levied any new rate beyond 4s. 
in the pound? — No. 

25. Did the Act of 1864 confer any further powers ? 

Jt gave the Corporation certain powers as to houses 

unfit for human habitation, powers to take land on 
specified plans, powers with regard to market places 
and public works for the town, and an additional 
power to borrow £20,000 more. 

26. Was there any Improvement Act subsequent 
to 1864 ?— No. 

27. Is the Corporation the urban sanitary authority ? 
— Yes, under the sanitary Act of 1874. 

28. Have the Corporation any property, or are they 
dependent entirely upon the rate they levy, the receipts 


from the markets, and what they receive from the Irish London dkruy. 
Society ? — They have not any other property. March 20 , ia:r. 

29. What do the Corporation receive from the Irish Mr _ William 
Society? — They receive £1,283 10s. 8d. each year, of Stafford, 
which £783 10s. SiZ. paid by two half-yearly payments 

of £391 15s. id. each, is under some old grant or 
custom, and £500 of the £1,283 10s. Sd. is a contribu- 
tion by the Irish Society towards the improvement of 
the town ; this is paid in one payment, so that the 
Corporation receives £891 15s. id. in one half-year, 
and £391 15s. id. the other half-year. 

30. How long has that grant been in existence ? — I 
do not know how long. 

31. Can you tell me the circumstances under which 
it was granted ? — No. 

32. I want to know the date of the grant, the 
circumstances under which it was granted, and 
whether it is optional or secured to the Corporation by 
any deed. 

33. Mr. Lawless. — And whether it was a grant 
made to the old Corporation. 

34. Chairman. — Have the Corporation any real 
property except their- markets ? — No ; they have not. 

35. Have they any other sources of income besides 
those I have mentioned?— Yes ; they receive some 
small anchorage dues from the Harbour Commis- 
sioners. . 

36. Do you know how their title to these arises ? — 

I do not, but Mr. Stewart (the secretary to the Har- 
bour Commissioners) knows. 


Mr. Abraham II. Stewart (Secretary to the Harbour Commissioners, and a member of the Town Council) Mr. Abrabam 
examined. Stewart. 


37. Witness . — I can answer that It has been col- 
lected from time immemorial from sailing-ships : two- 
masted vessels pay half-a-crown each, and single-masted 
vessels pay one-and-six pence each. I think it is about 
fifteen years ago since the Board of Trade applied for 
information concerning the matter, and asking me 
under what authority the toll was levied. The only 
explanation I could give was that it was collected 
from time immemorial. They asked what value 
the Corporation gave in return, and the reply I made 
was that they supplied water to the quays, and also 
that they lighted a considerable portion of the 
quays. I myself levy the toll on behalf of the Cor- 
poration. 

38. Is the correspondence between you and the 
Board of Trade in print? — Not that I am aware of. 

39. Were the Board of Trade satisfied? — Yes ; and 
there never has been a query since. 

40. Mr. Lawless. — Is the toll you mention levied 
by the Harbour Commissioners under their- powers and 
then handed over to the Corporation ? — Not at all ; it 
is levied by me for the Corporation. 

41. Chairman. — Have the Corporation any control 
over the Harbour Commissioners? — None whatever; 
they are disconnected in every possible way. 


42. They simply liave an old immemorial claim to 
these particular anchorage dues, and no portion of 
that money goes to the Harbour Commissioners? — No 
portion whatever. 

43. Are any members of the Corporation ex-officio 
members of tire Harbour Commission ers 1 — A few 
members of the Corporation are also members of the 
Harbour Board. They are elected by £20 house- 
holders. 

44. Mr. Lawless. — Have the Corporation any 
power to nominate any of the Harbour Board ? — No ; 
there is a qualification of £50 requisite. 

45. Chairman.— All I want to know is whether- 
the Corporation have any control over the Harbour- 
Commissioners? — None whatever; they are quite a 
distinct body. 

46. Mr. Lawless. — Are the Harbour Commissioners 
allowed to take water free from the public water supply ? 
— No, except from the fountains. They would not he 
allowed to supply a passenger ship without paying for 
it, or a steamer for the purpose of filling up her boilers ; 
but it is a great convenience to have it for these 
purposes. 

47. Sir W. Miller. — There is a main laid along the " 
quays specially for the purpose. 


Mr. Stafford’s examination resumed. 


48. Chairman. — Did the reformed Corporation in 
1840, inherit or become liable to any debts contracted 
by the old Corporation ? — I don’t know. 

49. The Mayor. — They inherited a debt of £1,000 
for gas. 

50. What is the principal source of income after tire 
rate? — The markets. 

51. Are those markets let yearly? — Yes. 

52. And what were they let for last year? — They 
were let for £2,170. 

53. Will yon enumerate them? — The Victoria was 
let for £1,000. 

54. Is that a covered market ? — Part of it is covered. 
The Albert ma r ket was let for £75. That is for the 
sale of flax, and for a horse-market. The Waterside 
market was let for £175. 

55. What is that for? — That is a corn and general 


market. The Foyle-street market was let for £470; 
that is for butter and pork. The cattle-market was 
let for £265. 

56. Is that a sort of fair-green? — It is a market for 
the sale of live cattle. 

57. Sir W. Miller . — And for pigs and sheep. 

58. Fitness. — The slaughter-house is let for £185 ; 
Sir Edward Reid’s market let for £185. 

59. Sir. W. MiUer . — This is a kind of market for 
the purchasers of meat, poultry, fish, green grocery, 
and all those things ; and for old furniture — all sorts 
of things. 

60. That would make £2,355 altogether. I see 
from the markets last year- you received £2,394 8s. 
How was that ? 

61. Sir W. Miller . — There is another market he 
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iMioNDEKBY. has not included ; it was originally set for a potato- 
Alnrch 2G, 1877. market, and is now set to the horse buyers. 

; — 62. (To Witness. ! — Have you included it ! — No, I 

Mr. Stafford. j |ave not . that produces £55. 

63. Chairman. — I suppose the Corporation main- 
tain a staff to look after these markets, because I 
see on the other side of the account an expenditure 
of £1,249 9s. hU 

Sir W. Miller . — We have a good deal to pay for 
head-rent, and that is included in the amount you 
refer to. 

64. Mr. Lawless. — Is this letting of the markets 
made by any deed or instrument in writing, or 
merely by the minute of the Corporation. 

Witness . — It is by a regular stamped agreement 
every year to the highest bidder. (Specimen copy 
handed in). 

65. Chairman. — Is the agreement made in pur- 
suance of those printed terms ? — Yes. 

66. Do those lettings of last year represent a fair 
average of the lettings of the market ; or was last year 
an exceptionally good one, or was it an exceptionally 
bad one 1 ! — About a fair average. 

67. We may take it that the markets produce 
annually about £2,400, or £2,500 to the Corporation, 
out of which the expenses have to be paid! — Yes. 

68. What are the receipts from the Corporation 
Hall ? — Money received for the letting of rooms in 
the town hall for theatrical purposes, balls, etc. 

69. Is there a court-house here? — Yes. 

70. Sir. W. Miller. — The city petty sessions are 
held in the town hall. 

71. Chairman. — What are the items included 
under the head of “ miscellaneous receipts ”? — 


It includes petty sessions fines, and the anchorage 
fees. 

72. Are the dog licenses included under this head 

of miscellaneous items in the auditor’s account 1 Yes. 

73. Are fees from the cemetery for burials there ! 
— Yes. 

7 4. How many acres of ground does the cemeterv 
consist of? — About twenty-seven acres altogether. 

75. Is a portion of that not occupied yet for graves ! 

76. Is the grass of that let or sold? — We sell the 
grass every year. 

77. Sir W. Miller. — It is sold by auction for the 
one cutting. 

78. I see the cemetery receipts are £204 16s. 3 </.. 
and the outgoings are a little in excess of that ? — Yes. 
The cemetery is not a source of income, but the ex- 
penses and receipts nearly balance each other. 

79. For what pui-poses did the Corporation borrow 
£11,250 last year and under what powers ? — Thev 
borrowed £11,250 at £4 per cent, last year, in order 
to pay off existing loans, on which interest at £5 
per cent, was payable, so as to reduce the annual ex- 
penditure. 

80. Will you give me some statement of how the 
capital debt stands at present ? — The total amount due 
by the Corporation at present is £42,531. 

81. The amount of debt outstanding in 1864 was 
£39,730 ; and at that time you borrowed £20,000 in 
addition to the £39,730 under the Act of 1864 which 
brought the gross amount up to £59,730, and that 
sum has been reduced by £17,199? — Yes. 

82. Have you ever borrowed any money for sanitary 
purposes under the Act of 1874 ? —No. 


Sir William 
Miller. 


Sir W illiam Miller 

83. You are Mayor of Londonderry? — This is my 
third year of office, and I have been a member of the 
Corporation for between thirteen and fourteen years. 

84. Were you a member of the Corporation whim 
the cemetery was first formed ? — I was not. 

85. That cemetery we have been told consists of 
some twenty-seven acres? — Fes. 

86. Is a portion of the cemetery set apart for 
Roman Catholics ? — It is. 

87. And is there a portion for any other denomina- 
tion ? — No ; all the other denominations bury in 
common. 

88. Is there any portion set apart for Jews? — No. 

S9. Mr. Lawless. — Is the portion set apart for 

Roman Catholics used by them? — Yes. • 

90. Chairman. — Is there a perfectly good under- 
standing between the Roman Catholic party and the 
Corporation ? — A perfectly good understanding. 

91. What income do you derive from the cemetery ? 
— I do not think at the present moment we are deriving 
any profit from it ; the income fluctuates considerably. 
There are a number of families who still have burial 
ground in the Roman Catholic churchyard, and in 
another churchyard connected with St. Augustine’s, 
a church belonging to the Protestant Church. The 
old families have a right in these old graveyards ; so 
that it is principally the newer inhabitants of Derry 
who purchase ground in the public cemetery. 

92. Is a portion set apart for poor persons ? — It is. 

93. Is there a mortuary chapel there? — There is. 

94. Is it for both Protestants and Roman Catholics ? 
-—It can be used by all indiscriminately ; but I believe 
it is used by Protestants only. 

95. Has any question arisen about the erection of 
a second ? — There never has ; it is not generally used 
at all because the greater number of the funerals go 
up direct into the grounds, the mortuary chapel being 
at the entrance of the cemetery. 

96. What officers have you? — We have a superin- 
tendent, and, I think, from four to six labourers 
employed ; and the outgoings or expenditures in 
respect of the cemetery were £216 14s. Id. for the 


(Mayor), examined. 

salary and wages of the persons employed there, anil 
the payment of a small annual head rent, payable to 
the Irish Society, for the land. Under the Act of 
1864 there was an addition made to it, I think, of 
eleven or twelve acres. In a greater part of that lard 
no burials have taken place hitherto. At the time it 
was purchased principally for the purpose of making h 
proper approach to the cemetery. In the old ground 
by which the cemetery was approached there was u 
dangerous steep. On the new ground, in 1864, the 
house for the superintendent was built, and also the 
mortuary chapel. There is a considerable part of it 
as yet which it is not necessaiy to take in for burial 
purposes, and it is the grass of that portion that is 
annually sold. We expect a grant in perpetuity, but 
the Irish Society are of opinion that under the Act of 
1864 we are not entitled to it, as the ground is not yet 
actually used for interments. 

97. What is the annual payment you make to the 

Irish Society? — Up to the death of the late Lord 
Londonderry the ground was held under lease. 
The lease expired with his life, and up to that time 
the head rent amounted to, I think, £10 or £12. The 
parties from whom we had to get the ground had to pur- 
chase it out. They are the head landlords, and the 
parties from whom we purchased out held under t le 
Irish Society, and they held in their turn under Lo 
Londonderry. A question arose as to a rise of ren 
at that time; differences of opinion existed,^ so tha 
no rent has been paid since Lord Londonderry s dea 
The question has been in abeyance. , 

98. Do you mean the present Lord Londonderry s 
brother? — His half-brother. 

99. Mr. Stewart.— That only refers to a small por- 
tion of about four acres. 

100. Mr. Stafford.— A little more than five acres. 

101. Do you pay any rent for the old part ol tne 
cemetery, or do you hold in fee ? — I think we have 
perpetuity of it, and that it is under a nominal ren 

102. Is the old portion of the ground held from 

Irish Society too ?— It is. _ 

103. Are there any charities vested in the Oorpo 
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tiou at the present moment which have descended 
from the old Corporation* — Not that I am aware of. 

104. Mr. Lawless. — Within your memory has any- 
thing been paid in charity to anybody out of the funds 
of the Corporation ? — At the death of some of the old 
servants of the Corporation there have been small 
grants made. 

105. Chairman. — Do the Corporation hold any 
funds or any kind of income, the proceeds of which 
they are bound to apply for any charitable purposes * — 

I never heard of any. 

106. Is there any institution here called the School 
of St. Paul’s * — Not that I ever heard of. I never 
heard of any funds for charities in that way. 

107. Is there an establishment here called the Blue 
Coat School ? — No ; there is the charitable institution 
called “ Gwynne’s School.” 

10S. Mr. Lawless. — T find in the report of 1835 
that there was a custom of paying some persons two 
or three guineas a year by members of the Corpora- 
tion, aud that there was also a yearly entry for boys 
of the “Blue Coat School,” whatever that was. 
According to your statement that 1ms not been paid 1 
— No, I never heard of it. 

109. Chairman. — You have told us, as far as you 
can, the terms on which the cemetery lands are held. 
Can you tell us the terms on which the grounds for 
the markets are held* I think I understood you to 
say just now that there is a large head rent paid ? — 
There is. 

110. Is this land held from the Irish Society* — No, 
from different parties. 

111. Are all the lands on lease and not freehold* 
—I think they are all held in perpetuity. 

112. Are they held on payment of a head rent on 
lease for ever* — My impression is, that they are all 
held in perpetuity with the exception of the cattle- 
market. The cattle market is held from a gentleman 
in Derry, and is under a terminable lease. 

113. Mr. Lawless. — Can you tell me whether the 
markets were let or not in 1870*— There were one or 
two years that the Corporation kept them in their own 
hands, the sum offered for them not coming up to the 


valuation of them ; but I could not give you the exact Losoo.nukc: 
date without referring to the books. Marc h a a. is 

114. Chairman. — Is there any inspector to 3ee that g ir -wnillum 

there is no bad meat* — Yes. Miller. 

115. Just show me how that “£1,249 9s. Id. 
annual expense of markets ” is made up. [ ff itness 
engaged to hand in statement required at later period 
of the day.] 

116. Can you tell me, with regard to the drainage 
of the borough, whether there has been much done 
since the passing of the Act of 1874, or whether the 
principal sewerage work was done before the passing 
of that Act* — There has been very little done here 
since 1874, but we have plans for the lower part of 
the town where the present drainage is not efficient; 
and the Local Government Board authorized us, by 
Provisional Order of the 4th of April, last year to 
borrow £15,000 for improvement works — including the 
improvement of the waterworks. We are only waiting 
now for the plans to be drawn out by our engineers. 

The Local Government Board have promised it to us 
at a low rate of interest. Part of that £15,000 is to 
provide for the repayment of the waterworks debt. 

We have overdrawn our account at the bank by £3,000, 
and that money consisted principally of what we have 
expended in the purchase of the grounds for the 
waterworks. We were obliged, to purchase the ground 
at once, because the Church Temporalities Office had 
served us with a notiee of ejectment, and if we had 
not accepted their offer on the spur of the moment we 
would have been left without water. 

117. Has there been a good deal of sewerage done 
since the passing of the Act of 1864, by the Corpora- 
tion?— There lias, in part of the borough; but pre- 
viously to that the borough had been very well sewered 
under tlie Act of 1848. Under the Act of 1864, we 
have, where necessary, put down main sewers. 

118. Can you tell me what is the area of the borough 
now *_ Well, I am afraid not. It is not all under full 
rates. There is part not lit with gas, nor provided 
with water. It is practically in the country, and only 
comes in for a one-third rate. Every place that is above 
100 yards from a lamp is only liable for a one-tliird rate 


Mr. John Algoe examined. 

119. How long have you been borough treasurer! ISO. You knowi.othmg m fact about the accounts 
Pi vp vfii-K ^ beyond the fact of the payment of these sums of monej ( 

12 ™ Do ?ou give security 1 — No. -Hot the slightest. I » merely acquainted wrtl, 

121. Do you receive all the Corporation receipts* the receipts and the payments 
-The bank does. I am one of the managers of the 131. Do you attend the meetings of the 


Northem Bank, and practically the Northern Bank is 
the treasurer. 

122. But are you appointed in your individual capa- 
city as treasurer I — Yes. 

123. Sir W. Miller . — But the money is not lodged in 
your name * — The accounts are in my name, but I 
have no power to draw out the money. 

124. Mr. Lawless. — If the account is in your name 


mittee *— Not unless I am asked, and I have never 
been asked, I think. It is only the other day Mr. 
Simms has audited the accounts. 

132. I shall just see if Mr. Simms’ audit tallies with 
the bank-book. At the commencement of last audit 

on the 31st August— there was a balance due to the 

Corporation from the bank of £405 3s. 1 d. Then the 
collectors paid in, according to Mr. Sirums audit. 


iisi. nil. LAWLESS. umBaiUi/Uiuib is 1U vuui name buuuuomo 1 '“--— — j ■=> , n T ±1 • 1 

will not the bank honour your draft *— No ; the bank £10,850 19s. 3 d. from the borough rate %— 1 tlnuk 

honours the draft only of three members of the Coi- that is too much. _ T 

poration and the town clerk. The money all passes 133. Have you not got an a s -ac o l , 

t-Prnnah t.hp bnoks. T annually receive £25 a vear have not got an abstract of it 1 Have got it _ in 


poration and the town clerk. The money all passes 133. Have you not got an a strac o l ®» 
through the books. I annually receive £25 a year have not got an abstract of it 1 .have got 

salary, and this vear I am surcharged with £216 separate heads. We got £12,347 lUs. lid. aunn, 
2* 2 d. the year . 


Is - 2d ' the year. „ . . ,, 

125. Yourselary is nominal, and your duties ale 134. But not from the rates 1— This was from the 
ipparently almost nominal*— Yes ; every farthing borough rate. . , - 

lomesthrough the bant. 135. Mr. Liwr.Ks._What was the rote struck for 


comes through the bank. 135. Mr. Lawless. 1R7fi , 

126. Of course you have no per-centage *— No. T the last half year— ending November, 18 / b *- AD,bS I 

have a salary of £25 for keeping the cash-book, pass- 19s. 8d. . , 

book and lector 136. How much were they the next half year*— 

127. Have°you any duty to discharge in reference £5,718 2s. 10* j that is for the half year ending May 

to seeing after the frequency of the lodgments by the next. T • 

collectors! — Ho. 137. Sir W. MUler.-I think, Mr. Lawless, that is 

128. Sir W. Miller. — That is part of the duty of the not what you want. ,, 

„ ... 1 i«o m. rnvjasnoo _TW -what, they were from May 


finance committee. iao- lu " — ■» . , T - , , Qr7[ - 

129. Chairman. — Do you exercise any supervision to November, 1875, and from Novem r, , 


138. To Witness . — Try what they v 


over the collectors * — Not the slightest. 
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Witness . — They came to £5,622 18s. od., up to the 
1st of May, from November, 1875. 

139. Chairman. — That was only for half a year — 
but let us pass on — .41,705 18s. 2d. , was the amount 
of the miscellaneous receipts. Of that, £1,283 10s. Sc/, 
was from the Irish Society I understand 1 — Yes. 
The Harbour Commissioners pay anchorage monthly ; 
it varies very much. 

140. How much do they pay in the course of the 
year. Do you keep a separate account of them 1 ? 
— No. 

141. Do you, Mr. Stafford! — No. 

142. Sir W. Miller. — It does not pass through your 
office at all, Mr. Stafford. 

143. Mr. Stafford.— The total amount of borough 
late was £10,850 19s. 3 d. 


144. Who receives these anchorage dues in the 
first instance ? 

Witness . — The secretary of the Port and Harbour 
Commissioners. 

145. Does he pay them direct to the bank ? Yes. 

The amount for last year was £54 7s. lOd. ■ that was 
from the 1st September, 1875, to the 31st of August, 
1876. Then there is further, under the head of 
“miscellaneous” receipts, what comes in from the 
fines and penalties imposed by the magistrates’ 
petty sessions, which amounted to £253 15s. id. 

146. How much was for the dog tax ? — £40 15*. 

147. How much was received from the Local 
Government Board for part payment of sanitary 
officers’ salaries? — They appear to have got £67 7s. Urf. 
for the last year. 


Mr. Stafford. 


Mr. Stafford recalled. 


148. What is the item of £26 0s. 8 d. “ received on 
account of streets and roads”? — They were repay- 
ments made through the city surveyor by owners of 
premises for repairs done to their property. 

149. For what was the sum of £204 16s. 3 il. 
received? — For rates of ground in the cemetery and 
fees for interments. 

150. What are the items of £89 8s. and £29 14s. ? 
— The £89 8s. was for letting of rooms in the Cor- 
poration Hall, and £29 14s. was for the storage of 
gunpowder in the magazine. It is paid by the 
owners of gunpowder for whom the Corporation store 
it. £2,394 8s. were the receipts from the market 
tolls ; and £125 3s. 4 d. were the receipts from pipe- 
water. That was for pipe-water supplied to the city 
and county infirmary, the gaol and the court- house, 
and to certain public institutions, including the 
custom-house, the model school, the lunatic asylum, 
the North-western Railway Company, the barracks, 
<fcc. £11,250 is a loan contracted at four percent, 
which I have already mentioned. 

151. Mr. Lawless. — Is that from the Public 
Works Commissioners? — No, from private indi- 
viduals. 

152. Who was it got from? — From various indi- 
viduals. 

153. Sir W. Miller. — I suppose there would be a 
hundred persons or better. The loan was got on Cor- 
poration bonds. 

154. How was £250 of the £11,250 applied? — I 
cannot explain that to you. 

155. Sir W. MiUer. — I think there was a bond that 
was left open, some of which had been paid off 
previously. 

156. Chairman. — Has the £250 been paid in the 
present year’s accounts? — Yes. 

157. That made up the £27,081 10s. 9 d., including 
balance of £405 3s. Id . ; and on the expenditure side, 
on streets and roads there has been laid out 
£4,303 15s. 3d. Does that include new works, or 
merely repairs of roads? — It includes the flagging 
and repair of the streets. 

158. Of the £216 14s., the expenses of the ceme- 
tery ; can you tell us how much was head-rent, and 
how much not ? — The head-rent was £7 10s., I think ; 
and the remainder of the money was for wages and 
repairs. 

159. Mr. Thompson, t.c. — Have you no account for 

the cemetery there? — No. ! 

160. Chairman. — What are the wages of the. super- 
intendent ? — Fifty guineas a year. There are generally 
four men employed — three at Us., and one at 14s. per 
week. 

161. So that generally the wages come to £2 7s. 
weekly ? — Yes. 

162. How is the town lighted? — By contract with 
the gas company. 

163. Is it by an annual agreement ? — Yes. 

164. Is the publio lighting paid for at so much per 
lamp, or at so much per 1,000 cubic feet? — At so 
much per lamp. 


165. How many lamps do you light ?- 430. 

166. At what rate ? — £4 per lamp, per year. 

167. Are they lit all the year round for that ? 
Yes. 

168. Does that include the maintenance of the 
lamps and lamp-posts, or is that separately charged 
for ? — This sum includes the lamp-lighting and the 
repairs of the lamps. 

169. I believe it is under discussion at this moment, 
whether the gasworks should be purchased by the 
Corporation ? — Yes. 

170. And I see a public meeting on the subject 
announced for next Wednesday? 

171. Mr. Thompson. — The company are about 
getting a bill brought before Parliament, and the 
Coi-poration are anxious to have some clauses 
inserted, which they think would be for the good of 
the town. 

172. Chairman (to Witness). — For what were the 
£83 10s. id. expenses connected with the Corporation 
Hall incurred? — Some of it was for repairs, some for 
hall-keeper’s wages, and some for gas. 

173. For what was £11 8s. in connexion with the 
gunpowder magazine ? — That was for the wages of a 
man attending to look after the delivery of the gun- 
powder. 

174. Printing and stationery, I see, are charged at 
£180 18s 2d. ? — Yes ; that is for general expenses in 
that department. 

175. Does it include the advertising? — It does. 

176. Mr. Thompson. — There is a contract for 
printing. 

. 177. Chairman (to Witness). — What is your con 
tract ? — There is a schedule of different items. 

178. Is that work given away by public tender? — 
Yes. 

179. How are the salaries of £1,538 Is. 2 d. 
made up? — That includes the Mayor’s salary, £300 ; 
and the Recoi-der’s, including those of his officers, 
£200. 

180. What is the town cierk’s salary ? — He is paid 
by the Cox-poration. He gets £450, including the rent 
of his office ; and he pays his own clerks out of that. 

181. The city surveyor’s salary is, I see, £220. 
Does that include his car-hire, axxd all necessary 
expenses? — Yes. 

182. The city analyst gets £40 a year? — Yes. 

183. Then there is an assistant to the surveyor, who 
gets £65 a year ; the sword and mace bearer gets 
twenty guineas, and the mayor’s clex-k £40 ? 

Mr. Thompson. — He is the petty sessions clerk. 

184. Chairman. — He is not paid by fees ? — No. 

185. The sergeants-at-mace get one hundred guineas, 
or five-and-twenty guineas each, and the town crier 
gets £5. These would make £1,446 a year, and I 
see you actually paid last year £1,538 Is. 2d. Do you 
know what the difference was for ? 

186. Mr. Thompson. — The salary of the superin- 
tendent of markets is included in the sum you mention. 

187. Witness. — His salary is £75, and he has £10 
as inspector of lodging-houses. 
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188. Ch.vik.mas. — That .£75 should suraly come 
isader the head of “ markets ” ? — 

189. The amount paid to the Royal Irish Con- 
stabulary, including arrears, was .£4,736 Os. Qd. What 
is the sum annually 1 ? — About £1,700 now. 

190. Mr. Lawless. — Do the constabulary perform 
the duties of a night-watch 1 — They do. 

191. And are they paid for that ? 

Mr. Thompson . — They are paid extra for it. 

192. Chairman. — Can yon tell me what you are 
required to pay annually for the constabulary, and 
what number of men you are obliged to pay ? — The 
accounts will show that. 

193. How much were you in arrear last year ? 

Mr. Thompson. — About two years and a half. 

194. You paid last year about £170 more than you 
paid the previous year ? 

Mr. Thompson. — We had the same number of men, 
but we had to pay them higher. 

195. Was the £4,736 Os. Qd. for three and a half 
years’ payment ? 

Witness. — Yes. 

196. Can you account for your having been so long 
in arrear ? Did the Government apply for it 1 

Mr. Thompson. — That is just the cause of it. We 
frequently asked for a return of the arrears, but they 
delayed furnishing them to us. 
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197. Do you receive a precept stating what that Londonderry. 

amount comes to every year ? — Yes. Marc h 26, 1 S 77 . 

198. Mr. Lawless. — Show me the last document Mr Stafford, 
you received from the Government requiring pay- 
ment? (Document handed in.) 

Mr. Thompson. — It was waiting for that which 
caused the .two and a half years’ arrears. 

199. Chairman. — The interest on outstanding loans 
last year was £1,829 7s. 9 d. Was all the interest 
outstanding paid ? — Yes. 

200. Do you always pay your interest half-yearly as 
it comes due? — Yes, on the 1st of May and 1st 
November. 

201. And then there was £216 2s. 2d. which you 
had to pay Mr. Algoe, the treasurer, for interest on 
overdrawn accounts, and that was disallowed. Has 
that been settled ? — It is still unsettled. 

202. Mr. Lawless. — Against whom does the auditor 
charge the amount? 

Mr. Thompson. — He charges the treasurer. 

203. Chairman. — At all events there is at present 
pending an application to the Local Government 
Board ? — Yes. 

204. Your total expenditures last year were 
£30,715 19s. Id , which was £3,634 8s. id. in excess 
of your receipts, leaving that balance against you at the 
present moment. 


Mr. Richard Waller examined. 


205. Chairman. — How long have you been rate 
collector ? — I have been a collector of borough rates 
about three or four years. 

206. Do you give security ? — Yes. 

207. What is your bond ! — Two or three thousand 
pounds, I think. 

208. Yourself and two sureties ? — Yes, of £2,000 
each. I will not be positive, but I think it is £4,000 
altogether. 

209. Who has the custody of the bond ? — The town 
solicitor, Mr. Gregg. Mr. Gregg is the son of the 
town clerk. 

210. Your collection for the year under considera- 
tion amounted to £10,850 19s. 3 </. Can you tell me 
what the total amount of the levy was?— The total 
amount of the borough rate struck for the half year 
ending 1st November last to be collected was 
£5,718 2s. 10 d. 

211. That was a 2s. rate? — Yes. 

212. And what was the total amount of the present 
one? — I cannot say. I hand in to the town clerk 
each half year a declaration showing exactly the way 
the rate is balanced. The town clerk has the custody 
of that return, and can produce it. 

213. Will that document which you refer to show 
what arrears were outstanding on each of those rates 
for last year ? — It will. 

214. And how much is carried on into the next half- 
year? — There is nothing carried on into the next rate. 

215. Supposing £5,000 is the amount of the rate 
for the period ending the 1st November last, does the 
document you hand in show how much is collected, 
how much stands over, and whether what remains 


over on the two rates uncollected is recoverable, or 
how much is irrecoverable ? — The amount of the rate 
for the last half-year ending 1st May, 1876, was 
£5,681 19s. 8ii., of which £5,640 11s. lcZ. has been 
collected, leaving £41 7s. 9 d. uncollected. Of this 
sum £30 is a disputed rate, and the balance, £11 7s. 9 d., 
is irrecoverable. 

216. I think that shows the rate is very closely 
collected — a j-ate of over £5,000 collected up to 
within £11. 

217. Mr. Lawless. — Are you elected annually? — 
No, I am not. 

218. Chairman. — Do you pay in your receipts 
every week, or every month? — Never longer than 
once every week ; and sometimes if I get a large sum 
I pay it off, and I get my commission at once. 

219. What is your commission? — 7 d. in the pound. 
I get no salary. 

220. Where is your commission shown in the 
accounts? Is it deducted from the total? — Mr. Simms, 
the auditor, is awai'e of it : each month I deduct the 
7d. in the pound from my collection. Mr. Simms 
seemed to approve of it. 

221. So that in fact the amount appealing as having 
been paid into the account as tlie receipts from the 
borough rate is the receipts from the borough rate less 
your poundage ? — Yes. 

222. £10,850 19s. 3d. is the total receipt from the 
borough rate for the year after deducting your 
poundage? — Yes. 

223. In point of fact the receipts from the rate 
would be about £300 in excess of what is brought into 
account? — Yes. 


Mr. Richard 
Waller 


Mr. Thomas Chambers examined. 


224. Chairman. — You, I believe, are a solicitor 
practising in Londonderry ? — -Yes. 

225. We find that the Corporation of the city of 
Derry receive an annual grant of £1,283 10s. 8cZ. from 
the Irish Society, and we are desirous to know the 
exact circumstances under which that grant was made. 
Are you in any way connected with the Irish Society? 
— No ; I am not. 

226. We understand that there is £891 15s. id. 
paid one half year, and £391 15s. id. another half 
year, £500 of that being a contribution towards the 
improvement of the city ? Is that correct ? — I will tell 
you about it ; but, in the first place, I must go so far 
back as the year 1613 — the time of the foundation of 


the city. Previous to that time an arrangement was 
made between the city of London and the Crown that 
4,000 acres of land, besides bog and mountain, were to 
be added or “ laid ” to the city of Londonderry. It 
appears, however, that that arrangement was not car- 
ried out, and that only 1,500 acres were “laid” 
to it. There was a charter given to the Irish 
Society which also incorporated the city of Derry. 
Coleraine was also included in that charter, but got a 
separate charter as well. Derry never got a separate 
charter but was merely included in that to the Irish 
Society’. The city of Derry got into possession of the** 
1 500 acres, but subsequently some complaints were 
made against the Irish Society, and the Court of Star 
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Chamber annulled the charter of the Irish Society, 
which, of course, also annulled the charter of the city 
of Londonderry. The then Bishop of Deny made an 
application to the Crown, and in the year 1635 ob- 
tained a grant of 1,500 acres from the Crown, which 
he afterwards granted to the Corporation of Deny at 
the rent of .£50 per annum ; but I must tell you that 
that grant so far recognized the claim of the Corpora- 
tion, that it was given to him on the condition of his 
paying a perpetual annuity of £190 10s. to the Corpora- 
tion, and he was obliged to pay it on getting tbe grant 
from the Crown. By a charter of Charles II. in the 
year 1662, the charter was again established. The 
leases fell out in or about the year '90 or ’93, and 
the Corporation then applied to the bishop for the re- 
newal, but he refused to give it. The Corporation 
then said — “These lands should all belong to us and 
not to t-lie bishop,” and there was a very long suit be- 
tween the bishop and the Corporation, which resulted 
in an Act of Parliament being passed which gave all 
the lands to the bishop, but reserving the right to the 
Corporation to the .±'90 10s., and the Corporation has 
ever since received it. 

227. There is the £1.200 besides that 1 — Yes : there 
was perpetual warfare between the Corporation and 
the Society about that. The Corporation said it was 
through their means the Society got the grant. The 
Corporation offered the Society a rent of £104 a year 
for them, which was their value at the time. The 
Society refused, but said they would give them at a 
rent of £200. Up to the year '48 there was perpe- 
tual warfare between them. 

228. Mr. Lawless. — Was there any arrangement 
between them in the year 18481 — Yes, and perhaps 
the best way to explain it would be in the words ot 
tlie Governor of the Society. 

229. Before the Select Committee 1 — No; before a 
Commission issued in lS54to inquire into the state of 
the Corporation of London. The citizens of London- 
derry entered into an arrangement to send over a 
deputation to give evidence before the Commission as 
to the Irish Society on account of it being an off-shoot 
of the Corporation of London. 

230. Chairman. — Does the evidence given before 
the Commissioners recite this matter? — Yes; it 
does. I will read you part of the evidence. The 
Commissioners were — the Right Honorable Henry 
Labouchere (chairman), Sir James Patteson, and Mr. 
f'ornewall Lewis. The part which I shall lead is 
from the evidence of Mr. John Humphrey, the 
Governor of the Irish Society. (Reads) — 

•• With respect to the 1,500 acres, we had that before us for a 
number of days; and in tiie year 1648, the Corporation sent a 
memorial to the Society respecting money, which I said we could 
not go into till we arrived at a fair understanding with the -Corpor- 
ation ; that they were deputed to make any arrangement with us 
that they thought proper, in order that they should not afterwards 
say the Corporation disputed the authority of those gentlemen. 
Therefore, they went back to Ireland, and they returned with the fol- 
lowing document sealed by the Corporation : — 

■“Council Chamber, Corporation Hall, Londonderry, 
•“22nd January. 1848. 

“‘Alexander Lindsay, Mayor. 

‘“The Mayor having informed the Council, that while lately in 
London, he had several interviews with the Honorable the Irish 
Society, respecting the claims of the Corporation upon that body, 
and that the Governor of the Society had informed the Mayor that 
the court of the Honorable the Irish Society had agreed that, pro- 
vided the Mayor of Derry should come fully authorized by the 
Corporation of Derry to put an end to all the disputes alleged to 
exist between the two bodies, the Society would be prepared to 
enter into a negotiation with him, acting on behalf of the Corpora- 
tion of Derry: It was resolved by tlie Council, that the deputation 
appointed by the Corporation on the 28rd of November last, be re- 
quested to proceed to London to confer with the Honorable the 
Irish Society, on behalf of the Corporation of Londonderry ; and in 
the event of such an understanding being agreed on as shall be 
satisfactory, the deputation, or such of them as shall find it con- 
venient to go, be, and are hereby authorized and empowered to 
settle all the disputes between the two -bodies, apd adjust all the 
claims of the Corporation upon the Honorable .the Irish Society, 
and finally settle, confirm, and ratify the same, dn witness whereof 
tile seal of the Corporation is hereunto affixed ; which is witnessed 
by the town clerk.’ 

“ We had a number of meetings with respect to that subject, and 


without going into all the arguments pro and eon, we agreed at last 
to their resolution, which was signed by myself, the Deputy Governor 
and all the members of the Irish Society present; and alsobv the 
four gentlemen who came up authorized with that document " 
a meeting of the deputation from the Corporation of Londondern- 
appointed under the seal of the said Corporation, dated the 2‘ > nd 
day of January, 1848, to hold a conference with the Honorable 
tlie Irish Society, with full powers to act on behalf of the said 
Corporation in respect of the pending differences between the 
society and the Corporation. A copy of tlie following resolutions 
passed by the court of the society was rend in the following terms:— 
‘At a court of the Honorable the Irish Society, held in the Irish 
Chamber, Guildhall, London, on Monday, the 31st day of January 
1848, tlie Mayor of Londonderry (Alderman Lindsay), Alderman 
Pitt Skipton, Alderman Mehan, and Town Councillor M'Arthur 
being a deputation from the Corporation of Londonderry, appointed 
on the 23rd day of November last, attended, and produced an order 
under the seal of the said Corporation, passed on tlie 22nd dav of 
January, 184S, authorizing tlie said deputation to act for, and on 
tlieir behalf.’ The Mayor and deputation having being heard, it 
was resolved:— ‘That this court, having taken into consideration 
the communication made to the society by the Mayor and deputa- 
tion of tiie Corporation of Londonderry, is willing, upon the re- 
establishment of tlie Recorder's Court at Londonderry, to grant, and 
to recommend the society, from time to time, aniiuallv to "rant 
from its funds the sum of £700 towards the payment of salaries 
to the officers of the Corporation ami the Recorder’s Court, namelv. 
£300 to the Mayor, £200 to the Recorder and the officers !.f 
his court, and the remaining £200 to be applied, from time to time, 
subject to the approval of this court; and also will consent to the 
power of attnehment exercised by the Recorder's Court, altered so 
as to be applicable to parties only who are removing out of the 
country, if such be the desire of the majority of the inhabitants of 
Londonderry.’ It was also resolved — ‘That this court will consent 
to the Londonderry Improvement Bill being passed, provided tin- 
rights of the society are properly reserved and protected, and clauses 
introduced for the due protection of the society ; and will assist tlie 
Corporation of Londonderry, on tlie Bill receiving the Royal assent 
in carrying out the objects of the Bill, by a grant of £500, to lie 
annually proposed by the society in nid for effecting tlie improve- 
ments contemplated by the Bill. The deputation having duly con- 
sidered the foregoing resolutions, it was resolved — ‘That in the 
exercise of the powers conferred upon ns by the said Corporation, 
we do hereby agree that all differences between the said society and 
the said Corporation shall be finally ended and determined upon the 
terms contained in the said resolutions.’ Resolved — ‘That a copy 
of the foregoing document signed by tlie members of tbe deputation, 
be transmitted to tlie Irish Society in exchange for an authenticated 
copy of their resolutions, to be preserved bv each as a lasting 
memorial of the terms on which the said differences have been finally 
arranged.’ That was the orraogement between the Corporation of 
Londonderry and tlie Corporation of London, and from that time 
to the present we have fulfilled our duties as fur as that amount of 
money goes.” 

231. Mr. M. B. Lane . — I have certain complaints 
to make with reference to Rosemouut, anti also with 
reference to property belonging to myself at Nicholsou- 
terraoe, where the houses are large and would have brought 
in a considerable income, but from the way in which I 
have been treated by the Corporation I have been com- 
pelled to take surrenders of the leases. The Corpora- 
tion, for example, would not widen the thoroughfares, 
and therefore the city of Derry has been defrauded of 
the rates which this superior class of houses would 
bring in. I am prepared to make an affidavit that I 
am not prepared to bring my complaint properly 
before you sooner than Thursday next, in consequence 
of not having received sufficient notice of your inten- 
tion to hold an inquiry in Derry. I have an engineer 
engaged in preparing maps, who would not be ready 
sooner than Thursday. I can tell you that the Corpora- 
tion — and I can name the particular members of it if 
you wish — have persistently refused to do what was 
right with reference to the localities I have named. 

232. The Chairman informed Mr. Lane that they 
could not protract their inquiry in Londonderry till 
Thursday, as arrangements had been made to sit in 
other towns before then. 

233. Sir William Miller (Mayor), said that Craw- 
ford-square had been made by Mr. Crawford, a solici- 
tor in Derry, who had since died, and the place was 
sold after his death. It was stated that Mr. Crawford 
had made a plan for connecting Crawford-square with 
Nicholson- terrace (the place referred to by Mr. Lane), 
but with that plan the Corporation had nothing what- 
ever to do, because it had never been approved by tlie 
Corporation, nor indeed even submitted to them. 
Mr. Lane had called on the Corporation to make the 
roadway connecting the two places, but acting on the 
advice of their solicitor, the Corporation refused to do 
so. 
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t Stafford re-examined. 


234. Chairman. — At tLe dissolution of the old 
Corporation in 1S40, I want know did the new Cor- 
poration inherit any debt from them ? — They inherited 
a debt upon the old bridge, which was paid off at the 
rate of £550 a year. 

235. Was there any other debt ? — There was a debt 
of £1,000 due to the gas company. 

236. Was that secured by mortgage ? — I could not 
say. The sum of £1,000 is still owing to the gas 
company, and was owing previous to 1840. That 
debt has never been paid off under the Act of 1848, 
and is still due. 

237. Was there any other debt do you know, at the 
time of the passing of the Act of 184S, that was taken 
over by the Corporation ? — No; there was no other 
debt. 

238. Was there not a debt to the Blue Coat School ? 
I believe there was some such thing. 

239. Mr. Lawless. — Do the Corporation pay any- 
thing to it ? — No. 

240. Chairman. — Did the Corporation inherit any 
property from the old Corporation? — We got some 
markets. 

241. Some portion of your markets belonged to 
them ? — Yes. 

242. Mil Lawless. — Did the town hall belong co 
the old Corporation? — Yes. 

243. Then you inherited that ? — Yes. 

244. Chairman. — Now as regards the markets. 
Can you give me the particulars 1 The expenditure 
on the markets for the year ending August, 1876,1 
see, was £1,249 19s. Id. How is that made up ? What 
head rent do the Corporation pay for the markets ? — 
£715 18s. a year ; and then there are taxes, amounting 
to about £170 altogether. 

245. What salaries are paid? — The superintendent 
gets £S5 a year ; and the clerk of the markets gets 
£100 a year. 

246. What other expenses are there? — About £16 
a year for handbills ; and repairs and other expenses 
about £100 for the year which is about the average. 

247. These do not make up the total. Have you the 
particulars of that total ? — No. 

248. Mr. M‘ Mwee.—l am anxious to learn how it 
was that the mayor’s office was changed from the court- 
house to the town hall. 

249. Chairman (to witness). — Can you tell? 

250. The Mayor. — Of course the matter took place 
before my time, but I understand the way it occurred 
was this. Under the old Corporation the city and the 
county were in the same jurisdiction — there was no 
separate staff of magistrates for the city and the county. 
After the new Corporation came into existence there 
was separate jurisdictions made — with city magistrates ; 
and the County people as I understand insisted that 
the mayor’s office should be removed from the county 
court-house. That, the town clerk informed me was 
the reason why the mayor’s office was removed to the 
town hall. 

251. Alderman Marcus. — There was an arrange- 
ment made between the Grand Jury and the reformed 
Corporation by which the Grand Jury gave a sum of 
money to fit up a part of this hall for a Petty Sessions 
Court, and for the accommodation of the city magistrates 
in consideration of their foregoing any claim to the 
court-house which the Grand Jury required for holding 
the assizes. 

252. Chairman (to Mr. Staffm-d). — How are the 
markets held do you know? — One portion of the 
Victoria-street market is held in perpetuity and part 
under lease. 

253. What is the rent of the portion held under 
lease ? — £285 ; a very large rent. Foyle-street market 
is held in perpetuity subject to a rent of £140 under 
a lease for ever. 

254. The Mayor. — It is in the best business part 
of the city. 

255. Mr. Stafford. — The Waterside market is also 
held in perpetuity. 


256. Chairman. — Is there any rent payable for Mnrch - 1 '- 1Sl 

that market? Mr. William 

The Mayor. — It was built under the Act of 1864, Stafford, 
and I think there is no rent payable for it. 

Mr. Stafford. — The next is the Albert market held 
in perpetuity at a rent of £55. 

257. What about the cattle market; how is it held ? 

— It is held under lease. 

25S. What term of lease ? 

The Mayor. — That lease is very nearly out now. 

259. Was it for ninety-nine years? 

Mr. Stafford. — There is not very much of it to run. 

It is subject to the rent of £47 18s. per year. 

260. What is the Society-street market or Horse 
Bazaar? — It belonged to the old Corporation, and is 
held in perpetuity subject to a rent of £S3 a year. 

The Corporation let it, as the best mode of dealing 
with it ; but they do not get the rent they pay for it ; 
there is a loss of £25 a year. 

261. Is that horse bazaar the only one of these 
markets that you got from the old Corporation 1 — No ; 
the ground upon which Sir Edward Reid's market is 
now built was also got from them. 

262. Are there any other markets by which you lose 
money? — No; we do not lose money by any of the 
others. Since we have let that market we lose less by 
it than we did when it ■was a potato market. 

263. The slaughter-house is of recent construction ; 

Do you not pay £20 a year for it ? — Yes. 

264. Have you got a lease in perpetuity for it ? — I 
think it is held in perpetuity, or for 999 yea vs. 

265. What in round numbers is the average animal 
profit derived from the markets after deducting ex- 
penses? — About £1,150 in round figures. 

266. Can you give me the valuation .of the whole 
borough now? — Yes ; it is £09,032 10s. 

267. Is that the last valuation ? — Yes ; the valuation 
in March last. 

268. Is that an increase on what it was ten years 
ago ? — The valuation in 1848 was £40,000. 

269. It is a very large increase since 1848 1 — Yes. 

270. The Mayor. — But the borough was extended 
since 1848. 

271. Chairman (to TFibiess). — I want to know if 
the valuation has increased since the extension of the 
borough; can you give me the valuation since 18G4? 

It has not increased much since the year 1871 ; my 
friend Mr. Lawless finds that in 1871 the valuation was 
£GG,8S4, and now it is £69,031 19s. ? — Yes. 

272. Can you give me the wards now — the separate 
valuation of each of the wards ? — The valuation of the 
East ward is £25,140. 

273. Can you give me the number of burgesses as 
•well ? — The number of burgesses in that ward is 293. 

The valuation of the North ward is £27,648, and the 
number of burgesses 267. The valuation of South ward 
is £16,243 19s., and the number of burgesses 137. 

274. The South ward is very much smaller than 
either of the others ? — Yes ; it is. 

275. Does each of the wards return the same number 
of members to the Town Council ? — Yes ; just the 
same. 

276. Was there the same disproportion between 
these wards at the time you were setting out under the 
Act of 1840, or was it caused since the extension of 
1864? 

The Mayor. — I do not think it has arisen since the 
extension of the borough. The South ward is situated 
where it is not at all likely to increase much. The other 
wards are in the neighbourhood of the river, and the 
trade and extension of the town is going in that 
direction. . 

277. They remain as they were, but with certain 

additions? — Yes. _ . 

278. What I want to know is whether the great 
difference in the wards arose subsequent to the addi- 
tions, or by the additions ? — I do not know. 

279. To Witness. — What is the class of people living 

u ■ 
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LoNDom>F.isnv. in the South ward. Are they poor people 1 — Not 
March 26, 18*7. exactly. 

280. But the houses and places most highly rated 
Stafford. are in North and East wards 1 — Yes ; with the excep- 
tion of this street which is in the South ward. 

281. Do you mean the main street of the city — 
Bishop-street? — Yes; it is in the South ward. The 
different wards all meet in the Diamond where the 
town hall is situated. 

282. The principal street is in the South ward ? — 
Yes. 

283. What is the area — the entire ai - ea — within the 
municipal jurisdiction? — 2,032 acres. I can give you 
the acreage of the different wards. The East ward 
is 811 a.; the North ward 469a. 3r. Op.; and the 
South ward 751 a. 3u. 13p. 

2S4. The North ward is the most closely huilt up, 
and the other two inn more into the suburbs? — Yes. 

285. The North ward has the smallest acreage, but 
the largest rateable value ? — Yes. 

286. Are the people satisfied with the present dis- 
tribution of the wards ? 


The Manor . — I think so ; I am not aware of anv 
application having been made for a redistribution. 
The East ward, of which I am one of the representa- 
tives is on both sides of the river. 

287. To Witness, — Was any notice given by the 
town clerk of our coming here to hold this inquiry in 
this town, previous to the advertisement in the Sen- 
tinel of Saturday last?— No notice was given previous 
to that, but it was put in the newspapers. 

288. When were the newspapers in which it 
appeared published ? — On Saturday List. 

289. Were no notices or handbills put up acquaint- 
ing the public with the matter ? — No. 

290. Why did you not notice it earlier than Satur- 
day ? — I think it must have been owing to Mr. Gre^s 
illness. 

291. Was Mr. Lane right in saying that there was 
no public notice whatever given until last Saturday ? 
— He was. 

292. And no notice was given except that in the 
newspapers ? — N one. 


Mr. William 


Mr. William James 

293. Cha ibmas. — A re you the engineer of the Cor- 
poration ? — Yes. 

294. How long have you been engineer for the Cor- 
poration? — Three years last January. 

295. Have you charge of all the repairing of the 
streets and the construction of sewers, and supervision 
of the waterworks ? — I have. 

296. Mr. Lawless. — Are yon a professional engi- 
neer? — Yes. 

297. Chairman. — Can you give the details of the 

item of £4,303 15s. 3d. under the head of <! streets and 
roads” on the expenditure side of the account ? — I have 
not been able to complete the calculations, but so far as 
I have gone, I can give you the result. The sweeping 
and cleansing 

29S. Is that done under your supervision ? — Yes. 

299. As well as the construction of the roads ? — 
Yes ; everything of that class is done under my super- 
vision. The sweeping and cleansing cost £850 ; 
surface repairs cost £510; and the materials sup- 
plied by the Corporation for repairing the roads 
£1,383 4s. 10d. 

300. Does that include the flagging 1 — No ; the 
balance would be expended on what we call permanent 
improvements to the city. The total, exclusive of 
these, would be £2,743 4s. lOd. 

301. That would leave about £1,560 to be accoun- 
ted for — the total amount being £4,303 15s. 3d. ? — 
That balance I should say, would be for different 
works in connexion with the city, such as flagging. 

I have not had time to make it out yet. 

302. Has there been a considerable amount of 
flagging done? — Yes ; a very large amount. 

303. About how much of that remaining £1,500 
odd would be expended on flagging ? — I thiuk about 
£500 and perhaps as much move for kerbing and the 
various other works carried out in the city, such as 
repairing the city walls. 

304. That would take up about £1,000? — Yes. 

305. Was there anything expended on sewers? — 
Yes ; I have a staff of men employed constantly on 
the sewerage. 

306. Was any of the balance expended on the 
•sewerage ? — Yes. 

307. Did you make any new sewers during the 
last year?— Yes; several. 

308. What length ? Because you could not make 
many new sewers for £500? — They were several 
small sewers and pieces of sewers. 

309. But I do not mean connecting sewers ; I mean 
main sewers ? — The only new sewer we made during 
the year was- in Belmore-street. 

310. About what length of new sewerage did you 
construct there 1 — It cost about £140. - 

31 1. Taking the streets of the city altogether, are 


Robinson examined. 

the great bulk of them sewered — provided with main 
sewers ? — The great bulk ore provided with main 
sewers, hut a scheme of drainage has been contemplated. 

312. And I believe application has been made for 
a loan of £15,000 to carry it out? — Yes. 

313. That loan is also partly for the waterworks, 
is it not ? — Yes. 

314. Are the sewers already existing well con- 
structed sewers, or are any of them old and im- 
perfect? — I find the sewers in the lower parts of the 
town to be of insufficient capacity, but the sewers 
of the city in genei-al are pretty good. They are 
stoneware pipes but some of the main sewers are the 
ordinary brick sewers. 

315. Those of course are not very good? — My 
experience of the stoneware sewer is that it is better, 
so far as its capacity is concerned. 

316. Are the houses generally speaking connected 
by drains with the main sewers where main sewers 
exist ? — I may say that almost in every case they are. 

317. In cases where they are not connected, are 
notices served by the Corporation to compel the 
parties to make such connexions? — When any new 
houses are being built the people submit drawings 
and are bound to show that these connecting sewers 
will he made. 

318. I suppose the plans of the houses are sub- 
mitted to you ? — They are. 

319. But with regard to old houses that have 
been built for some time and are not connected with 
the main drains, are steps taken by the Corporation 
to enforce the making of connecting drains ? — Under 
the sanitary Act they are. 

320. You, I believe, are the executive sanitary 
officer ? — I am. 

321. Are you aware whether such notices are served 
on these parties ? — Yes. • 

322. Do they pass through your hands ? — Yes. 

323. Do you find a readiness on the part of the 
inhabitants to carry out the requirements of the 
sanitary authority ? — I do ; on all hands. 

324. On. the part of the inhabitants ? — Yes; perhaps 
in ninety per cent, of the cases in which we are called 
upon to interfere, we find a readiness on the part of 
the people to comply with our requirements. We 
have had very few prosecutions. We have had a 
great deal of business brought before the sanitary 
committee, and in the great bulk of the cases the 
work was carried out. 

325. Do you mean upon the first notice being 
received? — On receiving what we call the executive 
sanitary officer’s notice. A notice is given in the first 
instance by the sub-sanitary officer when he discovers 
a nuisance, and if he afterwards sees that it has not 
been abated he reports to the sanitary officer ; at least 
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ninety per cent, of tbe nuisances are abated without 
anv further proceedings. 

326. Do yon find the. sanitary committee of the 
Corporation anxious to carry out the recommendations 
of the sanitary officer? — 1 do. 

327. How often does the sanitary committee meet? 

On every alternate Tuesday. 

328. Mr. Lawless. — How many members does the 
sanitary committee consist of? — Three forms a quorum. 

329. ' Chairman. — Are the back streets and smaller 
streets of the city as well flagged as the main streets 
appear to be? — We are doing something at present to 
a laree number of the back streets and lanes. Each 
half year I submit an estimate for flagging, kerbing, <fcc. , 
the amount of which the Corporation expend on those 
works so far as the funds in hand permit. 

330. Have you power to increase the staff of 
scavengers if you consider it necessary? — The 
Corporation leave that in my hands; the men are 
entirely under my control. 

331. In case of bad weather or in case a horse fair 
is held, or that which would cause additional work 
for the scavengers takes place, can you employ a 
number of additional hands ? — Yes. 

332. You are not limited as to the number of men 
vou are to employ ? — No ; each fortnight I submit the 
accounts of the scavenging, with the mcn’s,uames, &c., 
which is very closely looked into by the committee for 
the purpose of seeing if I have expended anything 
wrongly. 

333. Does the committee give you a cheque? — Yes; 
the pay clerk pays the men and gets a receipt for the 
amount of their wages. 

334. You are not the pay clerk ? — No. 

335. There are some building clauses in the Act of 
1804 ; what building clauses have you in force here ! 
Are all the plans of houses submitted to you? — Yes. 

330. Is it your duty to see that the owners comply 
with your requirements and to enable you to see that 
they are properly carried out? — Yes. 

337. Whose duty is it to lay out new streets or roads ? 
— The owners of property who intend to build, in the 
first instance, are supposed to carry out this work 
and to leave the road in proper order. 

338. Are they bound to do it to your satisfaction? 
— Yes ; if they do not do so the Corporation will take 
them over into their own charge. 

339. Mr. Lawless. — Under what Act are you bound 
to certify that they are properly constructed? Is it 
under the Act of 1864? — Yes. 

340. Chairman. — Have there been many new roads 
and streets opened since the passing of that Act of 
1S64 ? — There have not been many in my time. 

341. You are only three years engineer, I am aware, 
but I thought you might know the fact? — There has 
not been many. 

342. Have there been many since you have been 
surveyor ? — There are some in progress at present. 
There have been some taken charge of. Three new 
streets, and some others are in progress. 

343. Has the lighting of the town been extended or 
improved since you became surveyor? — There have 
been a number of additional lamps put up in the town 
where it was considered necessai-y to do so. 

344. I am speaking of the town since the extension. 
Unless houses are within 100 yards of a lamp the Cor- 
poration can only levy one-third of the rate. I want 
to know if more lamps were put up, and more houses 
by that means brought under the full rates ? — I can 
only charge my recollection with one. 

345. The Mayor. — There were a number of lamps 
pjit up after the passing of the Act of 1864 ; probably 
one-third additional lamps put up. 

346. Was Hosemount part of the district added to 
the city by the Act of 1S64 ? — Witness. — Yes. 

347. Is Nicholson-terrace another part of what was 
added to the old boundary by that Act ? — It is ; I am 
not so positive of that part. 

348. Can you tell me how many streets which were 


previously liable only to pay one-third of the rates, now LosnoNDEiutr. 
pay the lull rates ? — I caunot tell you. March 26 , 1877 . 

349. You cannot give me any idea of the additional -yp-iiji.-im. 
area brought in to pay the full rates by the extension j am es 

of the lighting ?— I think there were very few streets Robinson, 
except Hosemount brought in. 

350. What I want to get at is this. I infer that 
there is a feeling that some people are paying the full 
rate where they are only liable to pay one-third of it. 

Can you tell me how much of the area that was added 
to the city in 1864 was not made liable to pay the full 
rate by reason of not getting an extension of the light- ■ 
tog ? — The only street which I can speak of at present 
as getting it is Hosemount. 

351 . Is Hosemount now lighted by the Corporation ? 

— It is partially lighted. There are three lamps in 
Hosemount. 

352. How many houses do those lamps bring -within 
the lighted radius ? — I do not know. 

353. Is Hosemount insufficiently lighted ? — It is. 

354. Are these three lamps situated at three openings 
in Hosemount? — Yes. 

355. Is there any lamp at the other end of Rose- 
mount at all ? — No. 

356. How many lamps ought there to be in your 
judgment in order to light that part of the town 
sufficiently ? — I think there should be ten lamps. I 
have lately gone into the question of the sewerage of 
Hosemount, and this estimate is one that I prepared, 
and which I am to bring before the Corporation on the 
next day. (Hands in the estimate of an expenditure 
of £583 15s. for the main sewerage of Hosemount ; 

.£76 10s. on Ashbome-street, partly for sewerage and 
partly for kerbing ; .; £82 10s. on Donegal! -street ; 

£27 2s. (id. on Cottage- row; £28 10s. on North-street ; 

£27 13s. 6d. on Rosemount-terrace, making a total 
estimation of £826 Is. in sewerage, and kerbing, and 
repairs in Hosemount). 

357. Do you propose to put up additional lamps 1— 

Yes, ten, namely : — two in Osborne-street, two in 
Donegall-street, two in Cottage-row, two in North- 
street, and two in Rosemount-terrace. 

358. Do those three lamps in Hosemount which you 
referred to bring within the radius of full taxation all 
the houses in North-street, Rosemount-terrace, and 
Cottage-row ? — They do not ; they are more than 100 
yards from them — some of them are. 

359. Are Donegall-street and Osborne-street within 
100 yards of the lamps? — Neither of them are. 

360. Do the houses in Osborne-street and Donegall- 
street pay only one-third of the rates ? — That is all. 

361. And is it the case that only a portion of the 

houses in the other places — North -street, Cottage-row, 
and Rosemount-terrace — pay the full rates? — Yes; it is 
contemplated to assess the property with this expen- 
diture for the purpose of compelling these streets to be 
brought in. . 

362. If the Corporation lay out this £826 Is. in 
sewerage and on the formation of the streets, what por- 
tion of it will be borne by the Corporation, and what by 
the owners ? — I should say it will all be borne by the 
owners, with the exception of the cost of the lamps, 
which, of course, will be paid by the Corporation. 

363. Is it at the request of the owners of houses in 
these streets that the Corporation are going to expend 
this money, or is it at their own suggestion ? — I pre- 
pared the estimate by the direction of the Corporation. 

The owners were complaining that the streets were not 
properly kept in order, and were continually coming 
before the Corporation about it. 

364. Did owners in the street of Rosemoutit com- 
plain of the deficient lighting ?— They complained of 
the state the streets are in, and of their being im- 
perfectly lighted. 

365. And did the Corporation, in consequence of 
these complaints, direct you to make an estimate and 
ascertain what would be the probable costs of putting 
these streets into a proper state of repair, and lighting 
them properly? — Yes. 

U 2 
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i.oNi>oNT>EitiiT. 3C6. And is this tlie estimate you prepared under 
Muivl, 20, 1S77. that direction ? — Yes. 

.Mr wiilton 367. To the best of your judgment, as a skilled 
.TaiiiM ' ,am engineer, do you believe that if the Corporation grant 
Roliinsaii. the sum put down in this estimate, you will be able to 
put these streets in a satisfactory condition as regards 
sewerage and general repair ? — Yes. 

3 68. And do you believe that ten additional lamps 
will light them sufficiently ? — I do ; there is no diffi- 
culty with regard to the drainage of Cottage-row, part 
of D onegal 1-st veet, North-street, and Rosemouut-ter- 
race. The great difficulty is with regal’d to (Jsboine- 
street and Cross-street, and the lower part of Douegall- 
street. 

3G9. What is the nature of the difficulty? — The 
fall runs in an opposite direction from Donegall-street. 

370. The highest point is apparently between 
Donegall-street and Cottage-row?— Yes. 

371. And I suppose you have no outlet there ? — N o ; 
that is where the difficulty is. 

372. Wliei-e could you get your outfall ? — My scheme 
is to cut down to the depth of twenty feet. 

373. Is the existence of the difficulty' in getting an 
outlet the reason why this work has not- been done 
before ? — That is the reason. 

374. Where is your outfall from those streets where 
there is no difficulty in making the system of main 
drainage ? — There is a sewer in existence — a ten-inch 
stone sewer which runs into the scheme of main sewer- 
age. I would make an angle at the Rosemount reservoir 
and ran it into the Buskin Burn. 

375. Is that an open watercourse ? — It is a large 
natural watercourse, arched over sometime since. 

376. Is it, at the point where you would drain into 
it, a covered watercourse ? — Yes. 

377. And all the way down ? — Yes. 

378. Is there a natural flow’ of water in it ? — Yes. 

379. Are there any houses along it? — No. 

3S0. Does it ran through the open fields? — Yes; 
except that Wynne’s Institute drains into it. 

381 . What is Wynne’s Institute ? — It is a charitable 
institution. 

382. Mr. Lane. — The surveyor states that on to- 
morrow he is going to bring before the Corporation a 
certain system of drainage, and says that it will re- 
quire an expenditure of £800 to drain Rosemount ; 
now I say that it could be properly drained for £50. 

383. Chairman (to Witness). — Mr. Lane states, 
that in his opinion this place could have been drained at 
the same time that you drained certain other streets, 
at the additional outlay of £50 ? — I cannot agree with 
that ; because the difference between the summit and 
the corner of the road at Osborne-street is fifteen feet. 
I propose to sink it four feet, and allowing this for the 
fall, I consider it ought to be sunk from twenty-two to 
twenty-three feet from the summit. 

384. Would it cost more now to do this work than 
at the time you made the original sewer ? — I think it 
would cost more now. 

'• - ■ 385. Was Osborne-street built then ? — Yes. 

386. Was it in a condition to require drainage ? — I 
believe it was. 

387. When was that existing drainage made ? — It 
was made in 1866. 

385. Before the Act of 1864 was passed were all 
the houses now in Rosemount built? — I believe they 
were. 

389. The Mayor. — They were not. 

390. Chairman (to TFi’iness). — Could you at the time 
when the sewers were made for North-street, Cottage- 
row, and Rosemount-terrace, have drained Osborne- 
street and Donegall-street at a less cost than now ? — 


Yes ; because the price of labour and materials was 
less than now. 

391. You say you consider your estimate a 
moderate one for this work ? — To the best of my belief 
it is. 

392. There are two plans proposed — one is for chain- 
ing into the Buskin Burn — at present it is earned 
down there? — Yes ; by permission of the people 
concerned. 

393. Have you any reason to doubt that the same 
permission would be given for draining Donegall-street 
and Osborne-street ? — I have no reason to doubt it. 

394. If you were to adopt the other plan of 
drainage, could you do it at a less expense than by 
going into the Buskin Burn? — There would be very- 
little difference in the cost of the plans. The reason 
why I adopted this course was, because I was informed 
that the trustees of Wynne’s Institute reserved to them- 
selves the right at any time to interfere with the 
course of the sewage, and in consequence of that I 
gave the preference to the other plan. 

395. The plans are not passed, and they are still open 
to consideration. Your estimate is based upon cam-in" 
the sewage into the Buskin Bum ? — Yes. 

396. Would it be at all reduced if you did not 
adopt the Buskin Burn scheme '? — There would be very 
little difference. The only difference would be caused 
by having to go round one part of the road. 

397. Can you give me an estimate of what it could 
have been done for at the time of making those other 
sewers? — I should say, perhaps for twenty-five percent 
less than the amount of that estimate. 

398. Have you charge of the waterworks? — Yes. 

399. Is water laid on all those houses hi Rose- 
mount?— There is a main pipe, and these houses are 
supplied with water, but the main pipe is on the Creg- 
gan-road, and I believe it was put down by the owners 
of property. There has been a main put down by 
me, from one point to another, last year. 

400. Mr. Lawless. — Are there any service mains 
up these streets ? — There is no accommodation but 
wliat was made by the owners of property. 

401. Chairman. — Why have they not laid service 
mains ? — They were not put on the full rate till last 
year. 

402. Were none of these houses in Rosemount 
brought under the full rate till last year? — I believe 
not. 

403. When were the three lamps put up ? — Those 
three lamps are put up a long time. 

404. When were they put up ? — They are up about 
nine years. 

405. Have they paid the full rate in Rosemount for 
nine years ? — No ; only one-third of the rate. 

406. When did they first pay the full rate ? — Last 
year. Thei-e was a memorial from a number of the 
inhabitants of Rosemount asking for the water to be 
laid on the Creggan-road. That memorial was referred 
to me, and I was asked to report. I went and inquired 
why they had not received the water, and I remarked 
that they were only paying one-third of the rate — 
that is, the men who sent the memorial, and who were 
living where there were lamps, were only paying one- 
third of the rate. I reported the reason they had not 
the water — because they only paid a third, and the 
matter lay over for some time, the Corporation Eot 
taking any action. A second memorial came in, and 
the attention of the Corporation being drawn to the 
fact that there were lamps in the locality, an order 
was made putting them under the full rate. 

407. The lamps were there for nine years, but no 
one was charged more than one-third of the rate ? — Yes. 


Mr. Kobert 
Hume. 


Mr. Robert Hume examined. 


40S. Chairman. — Do you live in Rosemount ? — Y es. 

409. In which of the streets there ? — In Donegall- 
street. 

410. Do yon pay only one-third of the rate? — Yes. 


411. Are you outside the district lighted by these 
lamps ? — Yes. 

412. Then you do not know how much the other 
people pay ? — No, I do not. 
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Mr. Robinson’s examination resumed. 


Londonderry. 


413. TFiffiess. — I got the receipts of the man I spoke 
to at the time I went to report, and saw that he only 
paid one-third the rate. 

1 414. Were the lamps there before you became city 
surveyor? — Yes, for a long time before it. 

415. You say that the water is not laid on to all 
these houses?— There is a water main laid on the 
Creggan-road. 

416. But there is none down these streets? — There 

are branch mains. The water is supplied by the Cor- 
poration. . 

417. Is all done for these houses that is done for the 
other houses in the town?— No ; there ought to be a 
main in the street. 

418. Is there any other part of the town not sup- 
plied with water?— No, I believe not. 

419. Have you had complaints from any other part 
of the town ? — No ; there are no other parts of the 
city without water. There are streets in progress 
wliere there have been orders given to lay mains. 

420. Are those the streets you referred to some time 

ag0 ?_ Yes; no finished street at present wants for 
water. . 

421. Is N icliolson- terrace supplied? — It is. 

422. Is it properly drained ? — It is. 

423. At the cost of the owners ?— Yes ; Nicholson- 


— I heard of a number of complaints going before the J&«*s#»i8T7. 
Corporation on this subject. Mr. Robinson. 

439. And were you then told not to give a further 
supply to the shipping? — The water superintendent 
sees after these matters, and can tell you more about 
it than I can. 

440. Are the sewers flushed by the waterworks 
water? — From the commencement .of the winter till 
perhaps this season of the year they are. 

441. Last summer you say there was no scarcity of 
water ? — Yes. 

442. Wliat is the quality of the water? Has it been 
analyzed ? — It is analyzed once a month. 

443. By whom ? — Professor Leebodv. 

444. What bus been the result of bis analysis ? — 

He only complained of the quality once, hut even then 
be said it was much above the quality of ordinary 
water. 

445. I suppose the town clerk has his analysis ? — 

Yes ; the Professor’s report is submitted every month 
to the Corporation. 

446. Mr. Lawless. — You say that persons about to 
build houses must now submit; the plans to you ? — 

Yes. 

447. In order that you may see that the require- 
ments of the Act of Parliament are complied with ? — 


terrace is not finished yet. 

424. Is it lighted ?— It is. 

425. Is Stuart-street finished yet?— That matter 
came before the board several times List year. Tbe 
Corporation offered tbe owner the right to drain into 
the Buskin Burn, but it is now drained into a cess- 
jtool. 

426. Was he not bound to submit plans of the 
drainage before the houses were built? — He was. 

427. Were you satisfied with the plans? — I was 
not. He did not submit plans to me. The upper part 
of the street was built before my appointment, but as 
soon as he began to build I reported to tire Corpora- 
tion, and proceedings were taken against him. He 
came into the magistrate’s court, aud said that when 
he submitted plans of the part first built he also sub- 
mitted plans of the latter part. 

428. Did you try to prevent him from draining into 
this cesspool ? — Yes ; but the case was dismissed by 
the magistrates. 

429. How long ago ? — About two years ago. The 
town clerk was produced as a witness at the time, and 
said that he did submit plans, but such plans could not 
be found in the town clerk’s office. 

430. Is water laid on to these houses? — Water is 
laid on, but not by the Corporation. 

431. Are these houses within 100 yards of the pub- 
lic lights ? — No ; and the people only pay one-third of 
the rate. 

432. To witness. — Is Nicholson-terrace lighted ? — 
Yes. 

433. And do the people there pay the full rate ? — I 
really could not say. 

434. Do you know anything about supplying water 
to the shipping ? Is there any waste of the corporate 
water in supplying the shipping? — I believe the shipping 
is supplied from the public water supply, and it is paid 
specially for. 

435. The Mayor. — If the supply of water runs short 
we always decline to give a supply to the shipping. 

436. Chairman (to witness). — Do the shipmasters 
pay for whatever water is supplied to them 1— -Yes. 

437. Has the water supply for the town run short? 


Yes. 

448. When you get such plans do you examine them? 

— 1 do. 

449. Do you mark your approval or disapproval 
of the plans when bringing them before the com- 
mittee ? — I mark my approval or disapproval of the 
plans and submit them to the police and markets 
committee. 

450. Do the police and markets committee adjudi- 
cate ou these plans ? — The}' do. 

451. Are there provisions in the special Act of Par- 
liament requiring that the plans aiul specifications shall 
he to the satisfaction of the Corporation ? — Yes, there 
are. 

452. Have you ever found that your approval or 
disapproval of the plans is dissented from by the police 
or markets committee ? — I have not. 

453. Do you recollect any case of it? — I do remem- 
ber one case of it ; it was about frontage, and the 
police and markets committee differed from me ; they 
thought it was something about title, and the building 
was allowed to go on. 

454. We were talking a good deal about Itosemmuit. 
Leave it out of consideration just now, and tell me are 
all the other small streets and lanes in the city, where 
the poor people live, well and sufficiently drained by 
n yi-in drains ?— They are all either sufficiently drained 
at present or taken into consideration in the contem- 
plated scheme of drainage. 

455. Do you say, that the contemplated scheme of 
drainage embraces every place in the city where the 
drainage is defective ? — Yes. 

456. Chairman.— There was a report here handed 
to me dated the 5th October, 1875, by Dr. Brown, the 
consulting sanitary officer, upon which I see you made 
another report ? — Yes, I did so by direction of the 
committee. 

457. Was that report of Dr. Brown's submitted to 
the sanitary committee ? — Yes, and it was directed to 
be printed. I was directed to examine it and make a 
report. 

458. Is this your report dated 5th October, 1876 ? — 

459. You reported exactly a year after Dr. Brown ? 


and have there been any complaints about it since you — Yes. 

have been surveyor ? — Yes ; we had a very good supply 460. Was this report printed by the order of the 
last year, hut the year before that the supply ran short, committee 1 — Yes. I directed the sub-sanitary officer 
There has been an improvement made in the reservoir, to make a house-to-house inspection, and then made 
and I do not think there will be any complaint this my report. 

year. 461. The report says that there are 3,188 privies, 

438. Was it said at that time that you were supply- and 878 water-closets attached to houses, and that 
ing the ships at the expense of the inhabitants — that 997 houses have no accommodation of either water- 
the water went to the ships instead of the inhabitants ? closets or privies 1 — Yes. 
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loNDONDEttKv. 462. I presume that was the state of affairs then 1 
March 28, 1ST7. — It Was. 

— r 463. Was not the pail system recommended by the 

Mr. Robin. on. s ., u ikuy officer? — Yes. 

464. Is that system in operation here ? — No. 

465. Can you tell me whether when he found what 
the expense of adopting that system would he he still 
advised the adoption of it by the Corporation ? — No ; 
he did not. We went fully into the particulars re- 
garding it. 

466. At what did you estimate the first cost of the 
pail system? — At ,£5,932, and taking into consideration 
the profit arising from the side of the manure there 
would be a loss to the Corporation of upwards of 
£1,500. 

467. Did Dr. Brown or you advise the adoption 
of that system? — No. 

468. What has been done with regal’d to the con- 
struction of privies where none existed ; have many, 
or any, been constructed since? — There have been 
some, but very few. There are a great many yards 
where there are no privies. 

469. What do they do with the excreta ? — They 
remove it. 

470. But where do they remove it to ? Is it into 
the streets? — No; there are people who go about and 
buy it, and then sell it to the farmers. 

471. Is there any system of removal by the Corpo- 
ration carried on 1 — There is not. 

472. Are the houses pretty well provided with 
ashpits ? — They generally have ashpits. 

473. Are those ashpits kept cleaned? — They are 
kept pretty clean ; the inspections of the sub-sanitary 
officers have done a good deal of good in that respect. 

474. Mr. Lawless. — Has any work of a really 
substantial description been done in consequence of 
that report 1 — No. 

475. I see in the reports some reference made to the 
practice of keeping pigs in the houses ? — We do not 
permit that to be done. 

476. But Dr. Brown reports it as a practice that 
prevails very extensively in the town. Axe pigs kept 
in the dwelling-houses of the poorer class of people ? — 
There arc very few cases of it, indeed, and whenever a 
case of it is observed the sub-sanitary officer at once 
takes action. 

477. The report says, “ with regard to animals, and 
more particularly swine, special rules have been ap- 
proved of by the sanitary committee, and are carried 
out by the sanitary officer.” Now, first of all are the 
people permitted to keep animals in their yards ? — 
Certainly. 

47S. Swine ? — Yes. 

479. Are rules carried out by the order's of the 
sanitary committee for the removal of manure from 
pigstyes within the week '1 — Not within the week. 
There is provision made that where there is an accumu- 
lation of two tons of manure it must be removed at once. 

480. How often are the parties required or compelled 
to remove the accumulations of manure from their 
pigstyes ? — There is no particular time stated ; the 
sub-sanitary officers are the judges of whether the 
manure heap is a nuisance or not. 

481. They and the sanitary officer? — Yes. 

482. Where do the people remove the manure to ? 
You do not provide them with a yard for that purpose ? 
—We do not. 

483. You do not purchase the manure from them ? 
—No ; there are some persons who are dealers in it, 
find they buy it from the people, and afterwards sell it 
to the farmers. 

484. There is a manure yard I presume belonging 
to the Corporation into which the street sweepings are 
carted? — There is. 

485. I do not see any item of receipt from the sale 
of manure in the account. In most places we generally 

. find a sum of money under that head ? — I may say that 
it is very little of it we sell. We sold it one year, and 
only got £10 for it. We put it up to public auction 
one year, and there was no one bid anything for it. 


They do not consider the street sweepings good manure 
or of any value. 

486. Your streets are all macadamized I suppose 1— 
They are, with the exception of a very few, there are 
some of the streets not paved yet. 

487. How often is it sold ? — I have a large quantity 
of it now, and I was just going to ask to-morrow what 
I am to do with it ; last year I got rid of it to parties 
who bought it, and gave £5 10s. for it. 

488. Where is the manure depot ; is it in the city? 
— It is inside the city boundary. 

489. Are there any houses near it ? — It is near the 
Corporation yard. 

490. Is it so near any houses as to be a nuisance to 
them ? — Foyle College is near it. 

491. The Mayor. — The manure depot is in a most 
rrnfavourable place. 

492. Chairman- (to Witness).-*- Has any report as 
to the position of it been made by the sanitary officer 
that you are aware of? — No. 

493. In your judgment is it so situated as to be 
objectionable? — Well, I do not see where else we 
could have it. I have thought the matter over from 
time to time but I cannot see my way to any im- 
provement. 

494. Is your only difficulty that of getting another 
place suitable for it? — Yes. 

495. Have no attempts been made by the Corpora- 
tion at any time to get a better site for it? — They 
have directed me repeatedly to try, but I do not know 
that anything could he done. 

496. Could not a place be rented for that purpose 
outside the borough boundary ? — This one is rented. 
It is outside the town and there are no houses within 
perhaps 200 yards or more of it. It is certainly 
better situated than the one in the suburbs. 

497. Mr. Lawless (to Witness). — Does the sewage 
of the city inn into the Foyle ? — Yes. 

498. Are any parts of the city at all subject to 
floods ? — Yes ; and very important parts of the city 
too. Very important parts have been flooded this 
year. The Strand road and several other places were 
flooded by the very high tides that we have had tins 
year. 

499. Does the flooding affect the sewerage? — We 
would require to keep a staff of men for the purpose 
of cleansing the sewers. 

500. Is not William-street a low-lying part of the 
city? — The lower part of William-street is low. 
William-street is always flooded when there is a high 
flood. 

501. I suppose the high tides fill up the sewers and 
the matter in the sewers is forced back? — I gave a 
very full report about that matter, but I do not see in 
what way it can be remedied except by raising the 
streets. 

502. Is it not the case that in some of the streets 
in Rosemoimt there are no sewers at all, and that in 
wet weather the sewage from one house flows into 
another ? — It is really in a very bad state : there is 
no doubt of it. 

503. You say it is in a very bad state? — That is as 
regards Osborne-street especially. At the comer of 
Osbome-street, and down from Donegall-street, it is 
most certainly in a very filthy state. 

504. Whose property are those streets ? — I think 
they belong to Sir. Osborne. 

505. Which are the particular streets the condition 
of which you say is so very defective? — Osbome-street, 
part of Donegall-street, and Cross-street. 

506. Are those all below the summit where existing 
drains are? — Yes. 

507. And you propose to sewer these places by the 
plan for which you gave as your estimate? — Yes; 
either that or to do away with the houses entirely. 

508. Why are those houses allowed to he built and 
occupied before there was proper sewage provided? — 
I believe that Osborne-street was built before the 
passing of the Act. Of course I am only speaking 
from recollection. 
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509. Do you mean before tlie Corporation had any 
power to compel the parties to provide proper sewerage ? 
Yes. _ 

•510. Is that also the case with regard to Cross-street 
and Donegall-street ? — Yes ; I believe so. 

511. They were also built previous to the time of 
the passing of the Act 1 — Yes ; they were. 

512. And is the reason that the Corporation have 
not anade these sewers before this, because they be- 
lieved it to be the duty of the owners 1 — Yes ; under 
the 37th section of the Towns Improvement Act. 

513. Have they ever called upon the people to do 
it before they asked you to prepare your estimate ? — I 
believe they have done so now. 

5 1 4. Do you know if they have done so previously ? 
I believe they have. 

515. Chairman (to the Mayor). — I want to know 
whether or not, before you directed the engineer to 
prepare aai estimate of the cost of draining these 
streets, you ever called upon the owners to drain 


them ? — My impression is that the ow r ners were called Londonderry. 
on. There is one thing I ought to remark — Rose March 26 , 1877. 
mount being outside the lighted and watered area the Mr j^ 1S0n 
people there were only paying one-third of the rate. 

They, by being brought in, were great gainers, because 
the county cess would be 4s. or 5s. instead of only 
Is. 4d. in the pound. 

516. Is it the case that if these houses had been 
built since the Act of 1864, you could have compelled 
them, but inasmuch as they were built previous to the 
passing of that Act, you had no power to do so ? — It 
is certainly ■within my own knowledge, that within the 
last live or six years we have offered to the people of 
Rosemount to make it into a separate district. 

517. Mr. Lawless. — Upon the terms, of course, 
that you would impose a special drainage rate ? — 

Certainly. I may also say with regard to tliis 
estimate of the city surveyor’s (the .£800), that Rose- 
mount will now be formed into a special drainage 
district, and be taxed to pay that amount. 


Mr. James Edward O’Doherty (Solicitor) examined. 


51 S. Witness stated that he appeared before the 
Commissioners on behalf of a number of clients, who 
desired to discuss the question, or to raise some ques- 
tions regarding the levying of the rates, the amount 
levied, and the manner in which the money was ex- 
pended. Owing to the very brief notice given by the 
town clerk to the ratepayers of the intention of the 
Commissioners to hold an inquiry in Derry, they were 
not now prepared to come forward and give evidence of 
such a character as they desired to give on the subjects 
referred to. Tliis was a matter of considerable impor- 
tance, as he believed the feeling of distrust in London- 
derry to be quite general, and many persons said they 
considered the inquiry would he a farce if they did not 
wet a proper opportunity of coming forward, which 
opportunity consisted of giving them time to prepare to 
give evidence. He believed that the matters objected to 
(the raising and the expenditure of money within the 
borough) were such as come within the scope of the 
present inquiry. His clients also wished to make 
reference to the flooding of streets and houses iu the 
city, which took place from time to time for the last 
ten or fifteen years. 


519. The Mayor said that Mr. O’Doherty might 
go further back aud say, ever since tlie lower part of 
Londonderry was built. 

520. The Chairman - asked Mr. Doherty if their 
sitting on the following day (Tuesday) would not 
answer all purposes. 

521. Mr. O’ Doherty said that would not be the 
slightest use, so far as his clients were concerned. 

522. The Chairman said there should be a tangible 
cause of complaint to justify their adjourning the 
inquiry. To engage in a vague roving investigation 
would be merely a waste of the public time aud 
money. If Mr. Doherty could satisfy them that there 
were reasonable grounds for au adjournment either he 
(the Chairman) or one of his colleagues would come 
back and resume the inquiry at some future time. 

523. Town Councillor Signor Tomanzie said he 
knew there were persons who were living in Rose- 
mount who were charged the full rate though they 
only had a right to pay one-third. They paid rates 
for improvement and there has been no money ex- 
pended on the improvement of the streets in which 
the}’ lived. 


Mr. James 
Edward 
O' Doherty. 


Sir W. Miller (Mayor) re-examined. 


Sir W. Miller, 
Mayor. 


524. Chairman. — In the absence of the Town 
Clerk will you he good enough to tell us whether or 
not the Corporation consider, at the present moment, 
that they have adopted Rosemount 1 — The view they 
take of the matter is this— that until the surveyor 
has certified that the streets are in a proper condition 
they cannot do so. They are hound by that, and the 
moment the law is complied with they will take them 
into their hands. 

525. "Were the three lamps at the corners of three 
streets in Rosemount put up by the Corporation? — 
I have no doubt they were. 

526. And are they lit by the Corporation? — Yes. 

527. Have the Corporation levied the full rate on 
all the houses in Rosemount, which are within the 
distance of 100 yards of those lamps? — Yes; when 
they can get the rates. 

528. Has the payment of them been resisted? — 
Yes. 

529. And has the question been decided before the 
magistrates ? — Yes. 

530. What was the decision? — The town.surveyor 
gave evidence to the effect, that measuring in a 
straight bnp. (as the crow flies), the houses were 
within 100 yards of the lamps ; hut it was argued'on 
behalf of the inhabitants that, in taking the distance, 
■it was necessary to measure round a comer, and on 
that the solicitor for the Corporation said he would 


not press his case any further as he believed the 
majority of the magistrates were against him. If 
they are supplied with water and light they are 
hound to pay the full rate. It was on the application 
of a number of persons iu. that locality, which was 
repeated the second time, that the water mains were 
laid down and the additional lamps put up. 

531. Unless you adopted them I do not see how you 
could levy a 4s. rate? — We have not done so. 

532. I thought you had? — Only within tlie last 
year. * The advice of the town clerk was to this effect — 
that if the streets were made and supplied with water 
and light, that we were bound to levy the full rate, 
hut that we could not expend any money on the streets 
until the surveyor certified that tlie streets were in 
erder. 

533. At the present moment you seem to he in this 
position ; these streets are confessedly not sewered? — 
They are sewered. 

534. Part of them are not. Cottage-x-ow, North- 
street, and Rosemount-terrace are sewered ; were they 
sewered by the owners. or by tlie Corporation? — I 
believe by the owners — that is my impression. 

535. The streets themselves are not sewered, hut 
there is a main sewer runs from that point (the end of 
Cottage-row). I want to know was that done by the 
Corporation or by the owners? — My impression is that 
it was done by the owners. 
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Londonderry. 536. You now, as I understand, dii-ect your surveyor 
March 20 , IS", to prepare plans for sewering those streets ? — Yes. 

• — 537. And for kerbing them and levelling them, and 
Mayor. * ' **’ improving the streets generally? — Yes. 

538. If you do that of course you adopt the district ? 
— Certainly ; the moment that is done we will consider 
it adopted. The town clerk informed us that if, after 
a notice was served on them, the owners of property 
did not do this work we could do it ourselves — convert 
it into a separate drainage district, and levy a sewerage 
rate on it ; and we have frequently made an offer to 
the owners on Rosemount to do that, but they would 
not consent. 

539. There is Stewart-street and iSTieholson-terrace 
on th® map. Mr. Lane complains that the Corporation 
did not make a certain road — will you show me on 
the map where that road is ? — The road is at the end 
of Nicholson-terrace. There is no denying the fact 
that Mr. Crawford, who was the owner of that pro- 
perty, intended that road should be made; but it was 
on his property, and it was a private arrangement. 
After his death it was sold in the Landed Estates 
Court, and bought by Mr. M‘Adoo. We of course did 
not make the road, because it was a matter entirely 
for the owner. 

540. I want to know whether there is any obligation 
on the Corporation to make that road?— Notin my 
opinion. 

541. Have the Corporation been called upon to make 
this road? — Yes ; by Mr. Lane, audalsoby Mv.Stevenson. 

542. To open a road between Crawford-square and 
Hall-lane? — Yes. We were advised that we had no 
legal power to compel Mi 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 . M‘Adoo to make the road. 

543. Had you no power to make the road your- 
selves ? — If we had bought the ground we could. 


544. Was there no compulsory power to compel you 
to do so? — No ; there was not. 

545. There was another complaint made about Hall- 
lane not being widened? — The school ground came 
over to the wall there, and it was distinctly refused to 
allow us to take any of that ground to widen that 
place. It is said there was some agreement with 
reference to this matter ; but that agreement was 
twenty-five years ago, and as Dr. Grogan is now dead 
the Council cannot be held accountable. 

546. Mr. O’ Doherty then stated that he quite accepted 
the view of the Chairman, that it would be neither 
necessary nor desirable to re-open the inquiry on a 
future day, unless some tangible and reasonable 
grounds could be adduced for such renewed inqnirv. 
He promised to take steps to satisfy himself whether 
any such grounds existed, and to communicate the 
result to the Commissioners, as he did not at that 
moment feel justified in asking for any positive ad- 
journment. 

547. The Chairman thanked Mr. O’Doherty, and 
said they should leave Londonderry the next day upon 
that understanding — that if any valid grounds could 
be laid before them for re-opening the inquiry they 
would he ready to do so, and either he or one of his 
colleagues would return for that purpose, but other- 
wise the inquiry would be held to have now termi- 
nated. 

[Subsequently, in Easter week, the Chairman re- 
ceived a letter from Mr. O’Doherty to the effect, that, 
from inquiries he had made since the Commissioners 
left, he did not feel he could lay any facts of sufficient 
importance before them to justify him in asking for a 
renewal of the inquiry.] 


Coleraine. 
March 28, 1877, 


COLERAINE. — Wednesday, March 28, 1877. 

(Before Mr. Corbett and Mr. Lawless, q.c.) 


Mr. Joseph 
Cuthbert. 


Mr. J oseph Cuthbert examined. 


1. Witness. — I beg to state, gentlemen, that the 
Commissioners of the town feel themselves in a some- 
what awkward position, owing to the recent death of 
Mr. M'Killip, the town clerk, but we have en- 
deavoured to make up any possible deficiency as well 
as we could by the preparation of the necessary 
documents for the progress of this inquiry. 

2. Chairman. — Were the Commissioners appointed 
under the Towns Improvement Act of 1854?— Yes. 

3. When was the Act adopted ? — In 1861. 

4. Are you the present chairman of the Town Com- 
missioners ? — Yes. 

5. Have you been chairman more than once ? — This 
is the third time. 

6. How many Commissioners have you? — Fifteen 
at present. 

7. Is that the number appointed? — The number" 
appointed under the Act is eighteen. There were two 
disqualified for non-attendance and not signing the 
declaration, and there is a vacancy at present. 

8. Previous to the Towns Improvement Act of 1854 
being adopted here, were you governed by the 9th 
•of Geo. IV., cap. 82 ? — Yes. 

9. Was that Act adopted previous to the passing of 
■the Municipal Corporations Act of 1840 ? — Long before 
the passing of that Act. The town was governed by 
Commissioners appointed under the Act of Geo. IV . 
from 1828. 

10. Then there were Commissioners here under the 
9th of Geo. IV., at the time the Municipal Corpora- 
tions Act of 1840 was passed? — Yes. 

11. At the time of the passing of the Act of 1840, 
can you tell me what property was vested in the old 
•Corporation ? — Yes. 

12. Did that property consist of lands of the gross 
annual value of £632 8s. lOd. ? — Yes. 


1-3. And markets, the tolls of which produced the 
net sum of about £300 per annum ? — Yes. 

14. At that time was thei - e a debt outstanding of 
£3,893 13s. 4 d. ? — Yes ; that debt was handed over to 
us, chargeable on the lands. 

15. Was that a mortgage on the real property? — 
On all the property. 

16. A mortgage on the tolls and estates? — Yes. 

17. Mr. Lawless. — Now, that was a debt of the old 
Corporation ? — Yes. 

18. Chairman. — Has that debt been paid or does it 
still exist ? — It still exists. 

19. At what rate of interest? — Four per cent 

20. Is it all at four per cent. ? — That mortgage is at 
four per cent., but I think there is a small mortgage a 
trifle more. 

21. I see by the statement with which you have 
furnished me, that in 1844 the Commissioners under 
the 9th Geo. IV., boirowed £3,400 additional with 
the consent of the Lords of the Treasury, for the erec- 
tion of gasworks? — That is the case. 

22. Is that loan also chargeable on the borough 
property ? — Yes. 

23. Mr. Lawless. — And is it still outstanding ?—« 
is still outstanding. 

24. Chairman. — Is that loan at the same rate of 
interest — four per cent. 1 — It is principally at the same 
rate of interest, but there is a small portion at four 
and a half per cent. 

25. All the old debt was at four per cent. ? — Yes. 

26. Is the debt on the gasworks still outstanding * 

— Yes> • -ter 

27. Was there no sinking fund required? — No; 
the Treasury required no sinking fund. 

28. In point of fact, no sinking fund has been 
formed? — No; but there is five per cent, annually 
deducted in the hooks. 
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29. The five per cent is set apart as a rate for 
depreciation of the works ? — Yes ; depreciation in the 
value of the works as they now stand. 

30. I see the gasworks are set down as being at 
present of the net value of £3,195 13s. 9 cl.1 — Yes. 
We charge any permanent renewals to capital account 
and write off five per cent, for depreciation. 

31. Is £3,195 13s. 9 d. what the works are rated at 
or is it only the value set upon them in your own 
books? — That is our own valuation. 

32. How many public lamps do you light? — 114. 

33. What do you charge the ratepayers for each 
lamp? — £2 10s. per lamp. I have been informed by 
the clerk that the gasworks are valued at £118 per 
annum. 

34. That is not the rateable value. Isn t that only 
the rate levied on them ? — No ; that is the Govern- 
ment valuation, but we conceive that they are far 
more valuable than that. 

35. Mr. Lawless. — Are they taxed with a valu- 
ation of £118 a year ? — Yes. 

36. Chairman. — Are the lamps lit all the year 
round ?— No, from 1st September to 12th May, except 
moonlight nights. 

37. Are they lit all night from sunset to sunrise? — 
They generally commence to extinguish them about 
six o’clock in the morning. 

38. Substantially they are lit all night? — Yes. The 
charge of £2 10s. per lamp is a matter of arrangement. 
It covers the expense of lighting them, and keeping 
them in repair. They are substantially lit all night, 
except six nights, at moonlight. 

39. What price do you charge general consumers 
for the gas ? — 5s. 10A per 1,000 cublic feet— that is 
about the lowest piice in any town in Ireland of the 
same population. 

40. You said that in 1861 you adopted the Act of 
1854. In 1S63 did you at the request of the rate- 
payers go to Parliament, and procure a Bill for the 
purchase of the Paver Bann from the Portrusli Harbour 
Company, and for making improvements in the river? 
—Yes. 

41. Did that Act give you power to borrow 
£50,000 ?— Yes. 

42. Of which £10,000 was to he chargeable on all 
©r any part of the estates belonging to the Commis- 
sioners ? — Yes. 

43. Was that £10,000 so borrowed, and charged on 
the estates ?— Yes, the whole £10,000 was borrowed. 

44. There was a sinking fund required by the Act ? 
— Yes, a sinldng fund of one-fortieth per annum. 

45. Has £1,534 been paid oft' by that sinking fund ? 
—Yes. 

46. That has reduced the debt to £8,466 ? — That is 
liow it stands at present. 

47. In addition to the £10,000 which you borrowed 
on. the property did you borrow more money on the 
security of the River Bann itself? — Yes, we borrowed 
£8,735 on the River Bann alone, on the security of a 
sixpenny rate levied on the property within the muni- 
cipal boundary, and dues on the river. 

48. Under what Act is that 6 d. rate levied ? — Under 
the River Bann Navigation Act. 

49. Is that the maximum amount you are em- 
powered to levy ? — That is the maximum amount. 

50. Have you always levied that rate? — We have 
levied it for several years. 

51. Can you say whether it has been levied ever 
since the passing of the Act ? — I am not prepared to 
say, I rather think not. 

52. I see from your statement that under the advice 
of Sir John Coode, your engineer, you expended 
£14,000 on the dredging of the river ?— Yes, irrespec- 
tive of the sum paid for the purchase of the river, and 
the law expenses. 

53. What was the amount paid for the purchase of 
the river to the Portrush Harbour Commissioners ? — 
I think it was £3,000. We have got £1,000 per 
annum promised for twenty-five years from the Irish 
Society for the erection of piers at the mouth of the 


river, besides £3,000 from the Irish Society, also for Colebaisb. 
the work already done. March as. 1877 

54. The £1,000 a year for twenty-five years is for Mr Josi>l , u 
the erection of piers at the entrance of the river ? — Yes. Cuthbcrt.. 

55. Are these works in progress ?— No, we ai-e 
trying to negotiate a loan with the Treasury for 
£60,000 move. 

56. But you have not exercised anything like all 
your borrowing powers- — you have borrowed only 
£18,735, while you could have borrowed £50,000 ?— 

We couldn’t borrow move, because we couldn’t give 
security for more. 

57. You borrowed as much as you could? — Yes. 

58. Mr. Lawless. — Did you pay oft' the £3,000 — 
the purchase-money of the River Bann? — Yes, that 
was paid off out of the borrowed money. 

59. Chairman. — Have you got public waterworks 
in Coleraine ? — Not at present ; we have got a provi- 
sional order confirmed by Act of Parliament. 

60. But you have not purchased or set up water- 
works? — No, but we have at present an application 
for a loan before the Board of Works, which has not 
been yet approved of. 

61. I seo you have under the Public Health Act 
provided a cemetery ? — Yes, towards which the Irish 
Society gave us £1,000. The Trish Society gave also 
a grant of £500 per annum for five years towards the 
erection of the waterworks. 

62. What was the £1,000 for?— To purchase the 
site of the cemetery. 

63. Did that cover the whole cost of the site ? — It 
is not quite settled yet. We took it by provisional 
order, and the award has not been settled. 

64. Is the cemetery in working order ? — There have 
been three interments in it already, but the title is not 
yet confirmed. 

65. Do you mean that in fact it has not been actually 
conveyed to you up to the present ? — Yes. It was on 
lease to a gentleman, but he allowed us to take posses- 
sion. 

66. Has any other liability been contracted with 
respect to this cemetery ? — Yes, there is a contract for 
enclosing it at £540 or £550. It has been enclosed, 
and the contract money has been partly paid. 

67. How has it been paid — has it been out of 
income, or is there a new debt? — We have opened a 
fresh account with our bankers for the cemetery, and 
that is overdrawn so far. 

68. But there is no loan?— No; we have got the 
consent of the Board of Works to a loan for £2,000 
to pay off this debt, build a mortuary chapel, and 
make other improvements. 

69. Which loan, has not yet been contracted ? — No ; 
but we expect to get it from the Board of Works. 

70. It has not been advanced yet? — We have not 
got the money yet ; but as the cemetery was urgently 
wanted we thought it better to go on -with the enclosure 
after we got possession. 

71. What about the waterworks loan? — We don’t 
wish to enter into any contract with respect to the 
waterworks until we get the approval of the Board of 
Works for the loan we have asked for— £7,500. 

72. Have you markets?— Yes ; we have very good 

markets. . 

73. Did you inherit these from the old Corporation ? 

Yes. I believe it was in respect of the erection of 

these markets that the old Corporation debt was in- 
curred. We are at present extending them, on a free 
site also given by the Irish Society. The extension 
will cost £1,300. 

74. Do you levy tolls? — Certainly. 

75. Are they a considerable source of income? — 

Yes ; the markets are at present let to Mr. . Neal 
Derragh for three years. 

76. You let them annually? — Yes, by auction. 

They are at present let at £500 per year gross. 

77. I see you value the lands you inherited from the 
old Corporation at £20, SSI 18s. 5 d. ? — Yes. 
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Coeebatoe. 78. And the markets and plant are valued at to state the basis on ■which these lands were let. To 
starch 28, 1877. £4,990 14*. Ml — Yes. the Government valuation we added one-eighth, to- 

Mr jose~h 79. How did you arrive at that ? — Well, there have gether with half the county cess, and charged the total 
Ontlihert. been additions made to them from time to time. as the rent. 

80. Do you mean that they have cost that amount, 102. Is that the basis on which all were let! All 

or that they are at present of that value \ — I think except in one instance, where the tenant had a verv 
they are quite that value at present. large amount of property. 

81. That is the estimated value ? — Yes. 103. Then were the holdings put up to public coni- 

S2. You estimate the town-hall at .£5,322 12s. 3d. ? petition ? — No ; all the tenants have valuable interests 

— Yes ; that is the cost price. in the holdings. 

83. Would it sell for that 1 ? — It is a loss to us 104. Have all the leases been renewed to the exist- 

instead of a gain. ing tenants ? — There have been changes in the tenancies. 

84. Was that built by the old Corporation ? — It was The outgoing tenant was always allowed to sell his 
newly built by the Commissioners. There was an old interest in the holding. 

town-hall to which the Irish Society also contributed. 1 05. Mr. Lawless. — I suppose there is a recognition 
I think they contributed .£2,500 for' the new town- of tenant-light in these cases? — Yes; in allonrlett- 
hall. ings there is a recognition of tenant-right — of the ten- 

85. You appear to have got a good deal altogether ant’s right to sell. 

from the Irish Society ? — Yes ; aud that was the first 10G. Chairman. — H ow long have you been a Corn- 
grant the Commissioners got from the Irish Society. inissioner? — Thirteen years. 

86. The gasworks you set down at £3,195 13a. 9dJ 107. Were you the chairman at the time these leases 

— Yes. were granted l — No. 

87. And you then estimate the total amount of 108. Can you say whether or not a fair value lias 

your property, exclusive of the cemetery, at £34,390 been obtained in every instance? — The Commissioners 
17s. 9d. ? — Yes. think they have been reasonably let, but they don’t 

88. What do you put down the cemetery at? — It is think they are underlet. 

quite in an unfinished state, and I could hardly assume 109. Whether do you think they are let above the 
its value. value or below it 1 — Perhaps a little more might be 

89. The old Corporation debt on the property, is it extorted for them. 

£3,893 13s. 8c?.? — Yes. 110. Do you think if you put them up to public 

90. And £8,466 is the balance due on the river auction you wotdd get more for them ? — We could not 
mortgages payable out of the borough fund? — Yes. put them up to public competition without consulting 

91. And your mortgage on tire river Bann fund is the old tenants’ interest. They were nearly all the 

£8,735 borrowed? — Yes. leases for thirty-one years that fell in in 1871. They 

92. What is the mortgage on the gasworks? — had been granted by the Commissioners in 1840, 

£3,400. about the time of the passing of the Act of 1840. 

93. That makes a total of £24,494 13s. Sc?. ? — Yes. 111. Mr. Lawless.— W ere there any leases granted 

Those are the entire of our liabilities — all of which, in the interval between 1835 and 1S40? - The Corn- 
except the £8,735, are chargeable on the borough fund, missioners had no power over the property until 1840. 
The £8,735 is chargeable on the River Bann fund ; and ] 12. Were there any leases granted by the old Cor- 
our Act, I think, requires that, in case the river becomes poration ? — I really cannot say. 

productive, we should repay the borough fund £ 1 0,000. 113. Whereabouts are these lands situated ? — They 

94. Is that a subsidiary charge ? — Yes. are all within an area of two or three miles of the town 

95. Can you tell me what rental do your lands now — the liberties. 

produce, and what was the rental they produced when 1 14. Chairman. — W hat is the area over winch the 
you received them ? — The gross rental is £787 14s. Id. Commissioners have jurisdiction ? — The parliamentary 

96. And at the time you inherited them they pro- boundary is 963 acres, and the municipal boundary 
duced £032 8s. lOtf. ? — I expect that must be the net 205 acres. 

rental. 115. Does your property all lie within the area ofthe 

97. Have any leases fallen in since the Town Com- parliamentary boundary ? — Oh, no; much outside that, 
missioners became the owners of the land? — Yes; I 116. What was the population of the municipal 
believe all the leases have since fallen in, and the lands borough in 1S71 ? — 6,082. 

have been relet, with the exception of one large and 1 17. And at the same time, what was the popula- 
te’® small holdings. tion of the parliamentary borough ? — 6,522. 

98. But with these exceptions have all the leases 11S. What do you say is the value of the property 

fallen in since the passing ofthe Act of 1S40? — Yes. within the municipal boundary ? — £11,790 7s. it is 

The only leases that are outstanding are, a lease to rated at. We have at present a memorial before the 
John O’Neill of forty-five and a quarter acres, at a Local Government Board to extend the municipal 
rent of £47 2s. 10c?. ; a lease to the Northern Bank- boundary. 

ing Company of property for which they pay a rent 119. Is it to extend it to the limits ofthe parlia- 
. of £10 0s. Gd. ; and a lease to Robert Parkbill at £2 mentary boundary? — It does not exactly coincide with 
a year. I think he holds as tenant at null at £2 a it. The town is going in another direction, 
year. Then there is property put down at £59 3s. id. 120. You are not taking the parliamentary boun- 
whieli has not been let by the Commissioners. I dary as the basis? — Not at all. 

think the property for which £10 0s. Gd. a year is 121. Has the Local Government Board replied to 
paid is held under a lease in perpetuity. John your memorial ? — Just formally. They have not con- 
O’Neill’s holding was let by the old Corporation. seated to it. 

99. I see that almost all the leases are of a very 122. Is it still before them? — Yes. 

recent date? — Yes ; nearly all in 1871, or from 1871 123. What extension do you propose? How many 

to 1874. There is one lease of the 3rd. March, 1873, more acres would it take in? — It would take in an 
of 22 a. 3r. 26p., at a rent of £25 a year, to Robert extent equal at least to the parliamentary boundary, or 
M'Conaehy and. David Esdale, but it has changed perhaps more. 

hands. since that. 124. Your present boundary being 205 acres, and 

100. That is very little more than £1 per acre, your parliamentary boundary 963 acres, would the pro- 
Can you tell me for what term has that lease been posed extension bring your municipal area up to 1,000* 
granted? — Thirty-one years. All these leases dated acres? — Yes. 

'in 1873 and 1874, are for terms of thirty-one years 125. What is the number of persons entitled to vote 
from the 9th September, 1871. at the election of Commissioners ? — 474 — that was the 

101. Do youknowthe value of property pretty well number entitled to vote at the last election. 

about here? — I think I know it pretty well. I wish 126. What is the acreage of the property under the 
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control of tli e Town Commissioners? — 673 a. 2k. 15r. 
Tliat is taken from the Doomsday Book. 

1 27. Mr. Lawless. — Do you mean by the Doomsday 
Book, the list of landed proprietors in Ireland prepared 
for Parliament ? — Yes, the one published last year. 

128. Chairman. — There are G02 acres identified by 
reletting them? — Yes — these are all surveyed and 
mapped. The forty-five acres of O’Neill's holding we 
., 0 t from an old minute — we haven’t the old lease, or 
any counterpart of it. I am rather inclined to think 
it is in the hands of our solicitor who had some papers 
that he never returned. 

129. Do you from the minute know the term of 
that lease? — I think there is only one life in existence 
now. It was a lease for years and lives, and the lives 
are all dead, but one who is now in Australia. 

130. ‘When did the years expire? — Long ago. 

131. Mr. O’Neill seems to pay you more rent than 
the others around him ? — Yes, his is a more valuable 
farm. 

132. I see he has got 45 a. 1r., are they statute 
acres l — I think that is not statute, but old Irish plan- 
tation measure. 

133. Are all the others let in statute acres? — Yes. 

134. Generally speaking your lauds are let at not 
much over £1 an acre ? — Yes — there is one exception 
in which fifty-nine and a half acres are let to Henry 
Young, for which he pays a good deal more than £1 
an acre — and there is a small letting of seven and a 
quarter acres to Samuel Coleman, for which he pays 
£12 a year. That is a valuable piece of land. 

135. In any of the lettings which have taken place 
since 1871, have the lands been let to members of the 
•Corporation or Commissioners ? — In no instance. 

136. Or to any of their near relatives? — I don’t 
know of a single case. 

137. You don’t think that in any case the relation- 
ship of the Commissioners had anything to do with the 
granting of leases ? — I don’t think it had. Of course 
the Commissioners may have friends and acquaintances, 
and influence may be brought to bear on them, but I 
think the whole of the lands were fairly let. 

13S. Have you always adhered to the rale that the 
existing tenant had the priority in any claim when the 
reletting was made ? — I think we had no option as to it. 

139. Do you mean that under the terms under which 
the leases of 1S40 were granted, that was the stipula- 
tion ? — The Commissioners have always recognised the 
right of the tenant to sell his interest in these holdings. 

140. That is the tenant-right I understand ? — Yes. 
Thera is a matter which the Commissioners would like 
to bring under your notice with regal'd to the county 
rates. 

141. What is the average of the county cess levied 
on the town? — About £1,400 a year. Of course it 
varies, but that is about the average. 

142. What portion of that is expended within the 
borough ? — Not £500 a year for the last four years. 

143. The amount annually expended I see you have 
put down at £496 ? — That is the average. 

144. Mr. Lawless. — How is that expended? — In 
maintaining the streets in repair — and in one or two 
instances contributions were made for footpaths. There 
has been a good deal of conflict between the Town 
Commissioners and the county about maintaining the 
footpaths. The Commissioners under the Act of Geo. 
IT. very foolishly, and I think illegally spent £1,500 
in flagging the town — which the Act gave them power 
to do. They had a balance at their disposal, and they 
thought they would improve the town by flagging it. 
Ever since the county insists that the Commissioners 
should maintain these flaggings in repair, which we think 
is a very great grievance. N ow all or nearly all the flag- 
gings require renewal, and the Town Commissioners 
have neither the inclination nor the funds to renew 
them. The county seems inclined to resist any effort 
on the part of the Commissioner's to get them to con- 
tribute towards that object. Recently a resolution in 
favour of contributing was passed at the road sessions, 


but the Grand Jury threw out the presentment for Coleraine. 
repairs which were urgently wanted in some cases. March 28, is"7. 

145. Does the Grand Jury wish to do no more than Mr 

to maintain the streets in repair? — Yes, and to pave Cut’hbert. 
the footways with ordinary paving, hut they won’t 
contribute anything towards the renewal of the flag- 
ging, except in one or two cases — such as the grant we 
got for the footway from the railway station to the 
town, which was tiled 

146. Is there a contract for sweeping and cleansing 
the streets ? — Yes, the Town Commissioners pay £70 
for having that done. 

147. What ground rant do you pay for your 
markets? — £22 16s. 2d. is the head rant. 

148. For the markets you hold in perpetuity ? — 

Yes ; these are the original markets, but the ground 
of the new site is by a grant from the Irish Society, at 
Is. a year. 

149. On what terms do you hold the site of the gas- 
works ? — In perpetuity from the heirs of Lyle at £32 
10s. a year, and a small addition from the Irish Society 
for which we pay £2 6s. a year. 

150. Is that also in perpetuity ? — No. 

151. Mr. Lawless. — Do you pay any head rent? — 

No ; it is held by prescriptive right. 

152. Chairman. — What about the cemetery? — 

That is a freehold taken by compulsory purchase under 
the Public Health Act. 

153. When you say the Irish Society granted you 
the site for additional markets, do you mean they 
granted it to yon at a nominal rent ? — Yes. 

154. Besides the £22 16s. 2 d. rent have you to 
pay taxes for the markets ? — Yes ; nearly £100 a year 
taxes. 

155. I have got before me a copy of the last audited 
accounts of the Commissioners presented by Mr. Simms, 
the auditor, on the 19th August last, showing the ac- 
counts up to the year ending 17tli May, 1876. In 
May, 1875, you were in debt to your treasurer £384 
16s. Gd. ? — Yes. 

156. And on the 17th of May, 1876, there was a 
balance of £10 16s. Id. in favour of the Commis- 
sioners ? — Yes. 

157. Your receipts for the year for tolls and max-kets 
were £458 5s. S d. ?— Yes. 

158. That is nearly £500 a year less head rent ?— 

Yes; for that sum of £458 does not include one 
month’s rent that had not been paid by the lessee. 

The rent is £41 13s. id. per month. 

159. Had you received only eleven months’ rent dur- 
ing the year? — Yes ; but it was paid shortly after the 
accounts had been closed. 

160. You received for the rents of land, T per- 
ceive £936 Us. You must then have received a good 
deal more than one year’s rent? — Yes ; there were 
some arrears came in during last year. 

1 01. From your town improvement rate you re- 
ceived £031 is. ? — Yes ; but that account must be ad- 
justed afterwards. The Bann rate and the rate for 
general purposes are levied together. The Bann rate 
is Gd. in the pound, and the town rate Is. 

162. What is the maximum improvement rate? — 

Is. in the pound. 

163. Have you always levied the Is. rate?— We 
have, for several years. On the Bann account there 
is £94 18s. id. due to the Commissioners, so that it 
would reduce the £631 by that amount. Both rates 
represent about £875. 

164. Are these the only rates you levy ? — Yes ; Is. 
general improvement rate, and 6d. Bann rate. 

° 165. You don’t levy a sanitary rate ? — We have not 
done so yet, but we must do so. 

166. You seem to have let the town hall for enter- 

tainments or matters of that kind, and to have re- 
ceived for the use of the rooms, £53 15s. ? Yes. > 

167. What were the expenses? — The wages of 
caretaker, coals, &c., were £121 17s. 

168. You received from the dog-tax and petty ses- 
sions fines £30 11s. id. ? — Yes. 

169. What proportion of that was dog-tax and what 
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Coleraine. proportion fines 1 — They were in the proportion of £12 
March ss, is??, and .£18. The Commissioners received £5 from the 
T~lx Local Government Board towards the payment of the 
CutlihPi t. sanitary officer’s salary. 

170. I see £1 14s. put down as having been received 
for the use of the fair hill and sundries'? — Yes; the 
fail- hill is let for circuses. 

171. The fail- hill is not the fail- ground — is it? — It 
is part of the gasworks property. 

172. Is it used as a fail- green ? — It is, but we 
miike no charge. 

173. Is that fair ground let with the tolls and 
markets? — No. We charge nothing for cattle. We 
get nothing from the fair hill as a source of income. 

174. I see £124 8s. 5d. transferred from the ceme- 
tery account. Can yon explain that to me ? — Yes ; it 
was the outlay incurred for the cemetery work — which 
was ttansferred to the new account when it was opened. 
The. borough fund, properly speaking, had been charged 
with the £124 Ss. 5 d., and it is refunded by the ceme- 
tery. 

175. Is there an audited account of the ceme- 
tery ? — No. It was just opened at that time. 

176. Who is your treasurer? — The Provincial 
Bank. 

177. You have no individual treasurer ? — No. 

178. Was, in fact, the £124 8s. ocl. transferred from 
the cemetery account to the credit of the general im- 
provement account ? — Yes. 

179. In the same waj r I see £200 4s. 4t?. was trans- 
ferred to the general account from the new account of 
the waterworks? — Yes ; that is money paid for en- 
gineering after obtaining the provisional order. 

180. Will that be ultimately charged to the water- 
works 1 — Yes. 

181. In the meantime it is an advance by the 
treasurer to the improvement account to that amount? 
— Yes ; both these advances by the treasurer will be 
ultimately repaid by loan. 

182. Do these sums bring up the total receipts to 
the credit of the general account to £2,441 10s. 9 d.1 — 
Yes. 

1S3. Without adding the £324 12s. 9d. advanced 
by the treasurer that would make your receipts for 
the year, by the last audited account, £2,116 18s. ? — 
Yes. 

184. There is no money as yet to the credit of the 
cemetery account ? — Not yet. 

185.. Are both the advances by the treasurer on the 
faith of the loans ? — They are. 

186. Mr. Lawless. — I thought you said the £124 
8s. 5 d. was advanced on foot of the improvement 
account ? — There was no separation of the accounts, 
and the ordinary improvement account was charged 
with the outlay on the cemetery' up to that date. 

187. Chairman. — The first item on the expenditure 
■side of the account is £384 16s. Gel. due to the 
treasurer on the last year’s account? — Yes. 

188. And then the charges on land, T see, amounted 
to £130 18s. 1 d. ? — Yes ; but that sum embraces the 
tithe-rentcliarge, half the poor rates, and half the 
county cess. 

189. Does that sum embrace any chai-ge for an 
agent or salaries? — No ; but the clerk is paid a nomi- 
nal sum — £10 — for receiving the rents. 

190. Is that included in the £130 18s. Id. ? — I could 
not say ; I think it is. 

191. Have you no agent besides the clerk ? — No. 

192. Nor any man to overlook the lands and see 
that the fences are well kept ? — No ; the persons living 
on the property have a sufficient interest in the lands, 
in their own right, to look after that. 

193. Have you a bailiff? — Yes; we pay a bailiff 
£4 a year.' 

194. Mr. Lawless. — Does the clerk receive.no per- 
centage? — No. - 

195. Chairman. — The expenses with regard to your 
markets were, I see, £172 14s. 4d..?-^-That includes 
the head rent we have already spoken of. 

196. And what are the other expenses ? — There is 


nearly £100 a year for rates, and there were some im- 
provements made on the markets. 

197. Chiefly repairs, I suppose? — Yes, some per- 
manent repairs, which the lessee was not obliged to 
do. The walls had to be pointed. 

198. Is there any person employed by you to see 
that the markets are properly managed — -anyone to 
overlook the lessee ? — Wo have a market committee. 

199. Have you no inspector of meat ? — We have no 
inspector of meat. Mr. Darragh is, by the lease 
bound to employ all persons necessary for these pur- 
poses. We have nothing to pay except the head rent, 
taxes, and any permanent repairs. Mr. Darrao-h the 
lessee, has to look after the rest. 

200. All you have to look after is the exterior 
Yes. 

201. How were the markets let? — By auction for 
three years, to Mr. Darragh. He had the option of 
taking them for three years. They are let by public 
competition. 

202. When the markets were put up to public com- 
petition did you let them to the highest bidder? Yes. 

we let them to the highest bidder. 

203. The town hall seems to have cost you £121 17s. 
Does that include wages of the caretaker, coals, gas. 
and rates? — Yes, all the expenses connected with the 
hall. 

204. What do you pay your caretaker ? — We give 
him £30 a year and a suit of clothes. 

205. Do the Commissioners maintain a fire brigade ? 
— Yes, at the cost of £98 15s. 6 d. There are three 
men appointed for that purpose. 

206. Have you a fire-engine ? — Yes. 

207. Are the three men regularly told off for fire- 
brigade duty? — Yes, every night. They act in the 
double capacity of a night-watch and fix-emeu. We 
could not legally call them night watchmen. We could 
not employ the constabulary, for we found the expenses 
of the constabulary were so much that the town could 
not afford it. 

208. What do you pay these three men each? — 12s. 
a week and their clothes and hats. 

209. Are they supposed to be on duty all night ? — 
Yes. 

210. Have you a town inspector here ? — We have a 
town officer who acts in a double capacity. 

211. Do these men act under his orders? — Yes. 
He sees them told off for duty every night, and he is 
supposed to keep his eye on them during the night. 

212. I perceive that the cost of cleansing the streets 
only came to £57 10s. for the year? — Yes; there is a 
now arrangement for having the cleansing done at 
£70 a yeav. The cleansing was let by contract. 

213. Who gets the manure? — The contractor gets 
the inantu-e in addition. The former arrangement was 
£45 a yeai-, and the new one is £70. 

214. Chairman. — Now we come to the salaries. 
They amount to £207 4s. 11c?. Can yon give me the 
principal items ? — The clerk’s salary is £75 a year and 
£10 for receiving the rents. 

215. Then that £10 was not included in the land 
charges ? — It would seem not, but it may. He gets 
£40 a year for keeping the gas accounts and collect- 
ing the money due. 

216. That brings his salary up to £125 in respect 
to liis duties as clex-k, receiver of x-ents, and gas super- 
intendent? — Yes. Then he gets £15 a year more as 
executive sanitary officer, but out of that he pays his 
assistant. 

217. Is there a town inspector 1 — -Yes ; he is nuis- 
ance inspector also, and has charge of the fix-e-brigade 
men. 

218. What is his salary ? — He has £40 a year from 
the town, and £5 as suh-sanitax-y officer. 

219. That would bring the salaries up to £18o. 
Have you a consulting sanitary officer ? — Yes. 

220. What do you pay him? — £15 a year. 

221. Have you a town surveyor ?— We have no 
town surveyor, but I should state that I think it would 
be of very great advantage to the town if we had a 
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surveyor. We cannot carry out thejjrovisions of tlie 
Towns Improvement Act properly without a surveyor 
to attend to the drainage, especially with regard to new 
houses. Many houses have been built in the town 
without proper sewerage or proper accommodation, 
simply because we had no engineer or surveyor to pre- 
vent it. . 

•222. Has the appointment of a surveyor ever been 
mooted amongst the Commissioners'? — It has been 
mooted but there is a feeling against the multiplication 
of officers. The town officer is the nuisance inspector. 

223. That is the sub-sanitary officer ? — His duty is 
to report to the Commissioners where he has been 
visiting. 

224. Does he communicate with the dispensary 
doctovs? — He does. He systematically visits the 
houses of the poor, and his duty is to report to the 
medical officer and the Commissioners. 

225. He is what we call in England a nuisance in- 
spector — you call him the sub-sanitary officer ? — Yes. 

226. I think you said he gets a separate salary in 
respect of that office ?— He gets £40 a year as town 
officer, and £5 as sub-sanitary officer. 

227. Is tbe rate collector paid a poundage ? — No ; 
he was paid a lump sum of £15. It was put up to 
tender. 

228. Is that done every year ? — W ell, it was not 
put up for tender last year. It was thought the col- 
lector was not sufficiently paid and they increased the 
amount to £20. 

229. I see the rate collector's fees are put down m 
the last audited accounts at £17 Is. 7 d. Can you ex- 
plain that? — There is an old custom of collecting 
weekly from the stalls and standings in the streets 
— stalls which are not in the market and there is a 
small charge on them for their use on market days. 

230. And is that what brings up tlie amount to 
£17 Is. 7d. 1 — Yes, that is the entire cost. 

231. When you say you put up the collection of 
rates to tender, do you see that the collector appointed 
gives security ? — Yes ; two solvent securities. 

232. To what amount ? — A sufficient amount, £300. 

233. When you put the collectiou up to tender do 
von give it to the person who makes the lowest tender 
without being satisfied as to bis solvency ?- — W e have 
to be satisfied as to that, and we are quite satisfied 
with the present security. 

234. I see that you take credit for having paid 
£108 10s. 4(2. for the water supply? — Yes; for tlie 
year. 

235. How is that? Do you supply the town your- 
selves ? — No ; but we have our plans all perfected and 
an engineer appointed. 

236. Where are you to get your supply from? — 
About two miles and a half from the town. 

237. Then this £108 10s. 4 d. was not for water 
supplied to the town by the Commissioners ? — No ; 
that is expenditure on account of the projected water- 
works for the new supply to the town. There may 
have been included in that a few pounds for repairs to 
fountains. 

238. In the meantime until you get the water- 
works in operation, how is the town supplied with 
water ? — Yevy imperfectly from fountains around the 
town. 

239. Are these fountains maintained by the Com- 
missioners ? — Several of them are. 

240. How many are there? — I suppose there are 
four or five. 

241. Has the water of these wells been analyzed? — 
Yes. 

242. By Dr. Cameron? — I tbiuk Dr. Hodges ex- 
amined the principal supply, and at that time he re- 
ported it free from impurities although we had doubts 
of it since on account of the additional buildings 
erected near it. 

243. Is that all the source the inhabitants have for 
a supply of water for drinking purposes 1 — Yes; ex- 
cept those who have private wells in the neighbour- 
hood. 


244. From whence do you get the water for cleansing Coleraine. 
the streets ? — We have no water for flushiug the sewers. iV«r<* 28 , isn. 

245. Have you any carts for watering the town?— Mr Joseph 

We have one, but not a very efficient one. Cuthbert. 

246. From where do you get the water for the cart ? 

— From the River Banu. 

247. I see the interest on mortgages amounted to 
£570 16s. 7 d. ? — That is more than one year’s interest. 

248. What does it represent? — The .gasworks are 
charged with their own interest, and the River Bann 
is charged with its own interest — that is only on 
£12,000. 

249. On £12,359 13s. 9c7. ? — Yes ; that is on the 
borough fund. The gasworks is part of the borough 
property too, but as a matter of convenience tlie interest 
is charged separately. 

250. Tbe lighting of the public lamps came to £285. 

Is that at £2 10s. a lamp ? — Yes. 

251. The cemetery appears to have cost £101 Ss. 6t2. 

What were these expenses? — For plans and prepara- 
tory arrangements in getting the provisional order. 

252. Mr. Lawless. — I s it a public cemetery ? — It 
is a public cemetery for the borough. 

253. Is it to be divided according to religious de- 
nominations ? — It has been already divided, although 
the plan has not been yet approved of by tbe Lord 
Lieutenant. 

254. Chairman. — Has the Roman Catholic bishop 
made any objection? — We have not heard of any ob- 
jection yet. 

255. I see £107 5s. was the expenditure on street 
crossings and footpaths? — Yes. 

256. Is that for work done by the Commissioners 
irrespective of what has been done by tlie Grand Jury? 

— That is nearly all for our portion of the buckle-tiled 
footpath. The county paid its portion, and we paid 
our portion of it. 

257. What is tliis small amount down for sewers — 

£19 4s. id. ? — That was merely for the opening and 
closing of sewers. 

258. And you paid £47 for sanitary work?— Yes. 

259. Does that include the salaries of the sanitary 
officers ? — Yes. 

260. How many of them are there ? — There is the 
executive sanitary officer £1 5 ; the consulting sanitary 
officer £15 ; and the sub-sanitary officer £5. 

261. How much is the dispensary officer paid? — 

He is paid by the guardians. We imagined we had 
a right to supplement the sanitary officer’s salary by 
one-third, and. we did supplement it; hut the Local 
Government Board intimated to us that we should not 
have done so. 

262. But you don’t contribute now? — It appears we 
are not allowed to do it now. 

263. How are you off for sewers in the town — you 
don’t appear to have expended any money in regard to 
sewerage, except for opening sewers ? — I am afraid the 
sewers in many parts of the town are defective, but 
the leading sewers are tolerably good. 

264. Are tlie sewers of old construction? — The 
leading sewers were made thirty or thirty-five yearn 

a °265. Are there main severs through the principal 
streets? — Yes. 

266. Mr. Lawless. — W ere they made by the Grand 

Jury ? Principally by the Grand J ury ; but I think it 

is doubtful whether they were execirted in the very best 
manner. I was told to-day by a person wlro saw them 
laid that they were not constructed in the very best 
manner; though certainly they have never choked, 
and have done their work pretty well. 

267. Chairman. — Are they ever opened? — Fre- 
quently. The £19 4s. id. was expended in that man- 
ner. I don’t think aiiy portion of that was expended 
on the lower part of the town, but where the severe 
are very imperfect iu the back streets. 

268. Have tire Grand Jury expended anything in 
respect of sewers within the last few years? — Not since 
the Public Health Act passed. We asked them, but 
they refused. 
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Coleraine. 269. Are you contemplating any loan from the 
March 28, isT". Commissioners of Public Works for sewerage 1 — 
,, . — . Nothin" at present. We think it better to get the 

Mr. Joseph , P . 1 

OutUhcTt. water first. 

270. But yon have nothing of that nature in con- 
templation at present'! — No. 

271. Have the houses generally connecting drains 
with the sewers 1 — I think most of the leading streets 
have ; but in the back streets I am sure they have not. 
In several streets there are no sewers. 

272. Do the Grand Jury repair these back streets 
you speak of? — All the streets of the town. 

273. Back lanes and all ? — Yes. 

274. Does your scavenger by contract pay as much 
attention to the back streets as to the others? — He 
ought to do so. 

275. Is he required by his contract to do so ? — He 
is required to keep all the town scavenged. 

276. Is there any person to certify to the way 
he has done his work before you pay him ? — The town 
officer must every month give a certificate that the 
work has been properly done. 

277. Do you yourself think the work has been 
done satisfactorily ? — I think it has been fairly done 
for the last year. Of course we have had complaints. 

278. Is the contract for three years ? — No. 

279. Is it only an annual contract? — That is all. 

280. Has the sanitary work of the town been done 
to your satisfaction since the passing of the Public 
Health Act? — I don’t see any improvement. Of 
course the passing of the Act empowered us to get 
water — or rather put ourselves in the position of 
getting water and a cemetery — but in the ordinary 
working of the town, I don’t know that there is any 
great change. 

2S1. How for instance are the houses in the back 
streets and back lanes off for privies and ashpits ? — 
They are very badly off in that respect. 

282. Have no steps been taken by the Town Com- 
missioners in reference to the provisions of the Public 
Health Act ? — In two or three cases there have been 
presecutions to compel the erection of proper accom- 
modation — but as a rule the poor people are very 
badly off in respect of accommodation. 

283. Have you called on the parties generally to 
make accommodation ? — We are under the impression 
we could hardly do that without having a surveyor to 
report officially to us. 

284. But you get a report from the sanitary officer ? 
— As a rule half of the houses of the labouring classes 
have no privies or accommodation. 

285. Can you state whether the body over whom 
you preside are desirous of carrying out the recom- 
mendations of the sanitary officer as far as they can ? — 
I think they are ; it is the interest of everyone to do so. 


286. There is no obstruction offered by the Com- 
missioners ? — None at all. 

287. Mr. Lawless. — Do the Commissioners keen 
any book showing what is done under the Sanitaw 
Act? — There is a regular minute book for the pro- 
ceedings of the Board, and the sub-sanitary officer has 
a minute book of his own, irrespective of his ordinary 
forms where he enters what he lias done. 

288. Chairman. — We will now go to the gas 
account, audited for the same period as the general 
account. I see you commenced with a balance in hand 
of £742 18s. 10c/. ? — Yes, we require to have a balance 
in hand to purchase our coals at one period of the 
year. 

289. These gasworks have been in operation since 
1844?— Yes. 

290. Did you receive from the gas consumers in the 
town during the year, £1,S45 6s. 10c/. ? — Yes. 

291. And £21 7s. 6 d. for lighting the town 

hall with gas ? — That is for the newsroom. It is a 
public newsroom under the management of a com- 
mittee who have to pay for the gas. 

292. That charge is not included in the expenses of 
the town hall ? — It is I think. 

293. Is this newsroom belonging to the Com- 
missioners? — Not at all. I think the arrangement is 
that the committee pay for the gas, coals, and use of 
the room. 

294. By the sale of coke you realized a sum of 
£153 17s. 1— Yes. 

295. And from the sale of coal tar and sundries, did 
you receive £39 18s. Oil. 1 — Yes. There is also 
received from Messrs. Ritchie and Sons for coal tar, 
£3 6s. SrZ. 

296. Would that be the fan - average of these 
sales? — It was very small during that year. We 
thought it would be more this year. 

297. Then I see the sale of coal tar actually realized 
£43 5s. 5d. ? — Yes ; instead of £39 18s. 0d. 

298. And that brings up your receipts diu-ing the 
year outlie gas account to £3,091 15s. Id. ? — Yes. 

299. The price you charged for gas was 5s. 1 Oil. per 
thousand cubic feet ? — Yes. 

300. By the other side of the account I see you pur- 
chased coal during the year to the amount of £1,055 
6s. 10c/. ? — Yes. 

301. And you paid for repairs for work £126 5s. 
lid. ? — Yes. 

302. The wages amounted to £386 17s. 8 il. Yes. 

303. What is your staff? — W e have a manager and 
a number of men under liim. I cannot exactly say the 
number. 

304. Mi-. Lawless. — How is the manager of the 
gasworks paid? — He is paid a salary of £100 a year. 

305. Who collects the gas -rente? — The town clerk. 


3Ir. John 
Robinson. 


Mr. J ohn Robinson (manager of the gasworks) examined. 

306. Chairman. — How manymen arethere in your 307. What is your salary? — £100 a year, 

employment at the gasworks? — Six in the winter 308. I see the wages come to nearly four times your 

time. In summer — sometimes four and sometimes salary ? — There is heavy expenditure in the manufac- 
two. ture of gas. 


Mr. Cutiibert s examination resumed. 


309. Chairman. — You paid £139 10s. interest on 
the gas debt ? — Yes, that is on the £3,400. 

310. At what rate of interest is that ? — Pour per 
cent., except one small mortgage of £700 which is at 
four and a half per cent. There is £32 . 5s. id. head 
rent to the heirs of Lyle and to the Irish Society. 
Lime cost £23 18s. id. 

311. The county cess was £15 12s. id. 1 — Yes ; that 
is about 2s. 6 d. in the pound. 

312. Hie poor rate and town i-ate were each £8 
17s. ? — Yes. 

313. And the income-tax £4 3s. id. 1 — Yes. 

314. Retorts, freights, and other sundries came to • 
£282 6s. 9d. 1 — Yes. 

315. And amongst these sundries T see the clerk’s 
salary ? — Yes, that is £40. 

316. That is not included in the wages ? — No. 


317. I see £155 11s. 10c/. put down as “ plant.” 
Is that for depreciation? — No; that is for new 
plant. 

318. I don’t see anything put down here as depre- 
ciation? — It is in another account that the auditor 
takes no notice of. We just count the works as being 
worth five per cent. less. There is no cash transaction 
about it. It is understood that we value the property 
five per cent, less every year for depreciation. 

319. It is not five per cent, set apart out of the 
profits ? — No ; it is only done in that way. 

320. Well after all these items you have a balance 
of £852 3s. 3d. 

321. Have yon been working the gas on a profit 
since you became a Commissioner ? — There have been, 
on three occasions, I think, sums taken from the g 4 ® 
account and placed to the credit of other accounts, but 
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•for the last three or four years at least there has been 
no money whatever taken from the gasworks account. 
There has been no profit, except the increase in the 
value of the works. All the money has been expended 
on the works. 

322. What amount was taken from the gas account 
since 1 8441 — I think .£1,900 have been taken from 
the gasworks and carried over to the general account 
since 1844. 

323. All you can say is that your debt remains as 
it was ,£3,400, and you have credit for a balance of 
£852 3s. 3d. at the end of the account ? — Yes, a work- 
ing balance. 

324. Your account No. 3 is for the river Bann? — Yes. 

325. Mr. Lawless. — Are there any quays here that 
require to be lighted 1 — No. 

326. Chairman. — In the Bann account you started 
with a small balance against you and left off with a 
balance of £94 odd in your favour ?— Yes. 

327. The balance against the Commissioners on the 
31st December, 1874, was I see £39 16s. id,., and the 
balance in your favour at the end of December, 1875, 
£94 ISs. id. 1 — Yes ; there is still a considerable sum 
of nearly one year's arrear. 

328. I observe that this account is not for the same 
period as the other accounts. This is from the 1st 
January to the 31st December? — Yes; that is required 
by our Act. That is the last audited account. 

329. You made a Gd. rate last year I see ? — Yes. 

330. And that produced according to this account 
£250? — It ought to be something more. It should be 
£25 or £30 more than that, but that will be set light 
next audit. 

331. The amount of general assessments, £631 Is. 
for which you give credit in the general account is 
that in excess ? — Yes. 

332. £30 or thereabouts for which you ought to 
liave got credit in the Bann account? — Between £30 
and £40 perhaps. 

333. For the purposes of the last audit the Bann 
account was only credited with £250 ? — Yes. 

334. Of course it ought to have been only half of 
what the other was, being at Gd. in the pound ? — Yes. 

335. Then you received for balance of a cargo of 
coal sold at shed £18. I suppose that was coal you did 
not require ? 

Acting Town Clerk . — It was not required for the 
steam tug on the river which was sold. 

336. Chairman (to witness). — What is the principal 
source of revenue in this account? — Dues which for the 
year ending 31st December, 1875, amount to £244 7s. 

337. Have the Commissioners got a good title to 
these dues? — They have a good prescriptive title. 

338. Have you got a printed table or list of rates 
or dues to hand us in? — No, they are placarded on a 
board in the town hall. What we charge is much less 
than what we are entitled to charge by the Act. 

339. Do not the Commissioners charge the amount 
they are entitled to charge ? — No. 

340. Mr. Lawless. — Do you charge on tonnage ? — 
I think not, but I don’t know. 

341. Chairman. — The dues levied on ships I see 
amounted to £75 8s. 1 — Yes. 

342. And on cargo to £148 7s. 2d. ? — Yes. 

343. For ballast you got £11 17s. 6(7., and for pilotage 
£8 14s. 4(7., making up the total £244 7s. ? — Yes. 

344. We want to know .what do the dues consist 
of? — We will get you a copy of the schedule of rates 
as they are levied. I understand we charge 6(7. a ton 
on the registered tonnage, and the charges in respect 
of other matters vary. 

345. What about pilotage? — We have very little 
pildtage. We did not require a pilot when using the 
steam tug. 

346. I understand you to say that you never levied 
the full rates you are entitled to charge under your 
Act, but that in fact the rates are rather lower ? — In 
the great majority of cases the charges are much lower. 

347. Your revenue account for theyear was £51 2 7s.? 
— Yes. 


348. Now with regard to the expenditure, there Coleraine. 
was to start with a balance against you of £39 1 6s. id. March ss, iS7". 
Then I see you paid your harbour-master wages, and „ 

for buoying the river, &c., £36 Is. 10c/. ? — Yes. Cuthbert- 

349. What do you pay your harbour-master? — £1 
a month. 

350. But you appear to have paid him £3 a month ? 

— Yes, but that was for buoying the river. 

351. Is not £12 a year his nominal salary ? — Yes. 

352. And is he paid extra for buoj-ing the river? — 

He is not paid it. 

353. Is it paid through him? — It is not. 

354. Then how do you come to put it under the 
head of harbour-master’s wages ? — Justforconvenience. 

It is paid by a regular account presented to the Board 
of Commissioners. 

355. That sum of £36 Is. 10(7. then includes the 
expenses of buoying the liver besides the harbour- 
master’s wages ? — Yes, and .some other sundries which 
we could hardly enumerate in the account. [Commis- 
sioners’ account book produced showing the items]. 

356. You pay £87 18s. I see wages to a pilot? — 

That is not for wages, it is for towing. We pay the 
owner of the steam tug so much a year and that 
embraces pilotage. He was bound to supply the pilot. 

357. Tell me, then, what is that £87 ISs. for? You 
put down £S7 ISs. as having been paid for pilotage, 
and on the other side there appears to have been only 
£8 14s. 4(7. received for pilotage ? — That sum of £87 
odd is for towing. The harbour-master has a book 
where all small items are entered. If we employed a 
pilot we would have to pay him 25s. a week, but we 
were relieved from paying that sum by entering into 
an arrangement with the owner of the tug boat — an 
arrangement which was much cheaper. 

358. Did you pay your pilot 25s. a week before you 
made the arrangement with the owner of the steam- 
tug? — Yes. 

359. I see it includes two payments to the Bank of 
Ireland for auditing the accounts — eight guineas in 
May last, and again £3 12s. 4(7. in October. Under 
the River Bann Act are they not audited by the 
public auditor ? 

Acting Town Clerk. — Yes ; but the accounts did 
not close at the same time, and that is how the second 
charge is made. 

360. Chairman. — Besides the Government auditor 
are the accounts audited by another? 

Witness. — No ; but the payments to the Local 
Government Board are made through the Bank of Ire- 
land. The £12 0s. id. for the auditing the accounts 
of the river Bann is included in the £87 ISs. We 
thought the charge too much, and remonstrated with 
the Local Government Board. 

361. Does that cover the auditing of all the 
accounts? — That is only a portion of a much larger 
sum. 

362. The interest paid on the mortgages is only £253 
12s. Gd. How is that? — Yes, that is little more than 
a half-year’s interest. 

363. Is that at four per cent. ? — It is five. 

• 364. Upon the Bann fund is the interest five per 
cent. ? — Yes. 

365. Why don’t you pay the whole year’s interest 
within the year ? — Unfortunately we are not able. 

366. Your balance would not have enabled you to 
pay a whole year’s interest? — No. 

367. Is it an exceptional thing your not doing so, 
for if not your interest would be soon very much in 
arrear ? — We are in about one year’s arrear at present. 

Of course until these works are completed we can 
never find them productive. 

36S. Are you in arrear with your interest on any of 
the other mortgages ? — None. Some of the others are 
well secured. 

369. The 6c7. Bann rate does not quite cover your 
expenses ? — It does not. 

370. That being the case, how is it you don’t levy 
the full amount of dues you are entitled to under your 
Act ? — Well, if we did it would prohibit vessels coming 
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here altogether ; the vessels would go to Portrusli and 
discharge there. 

371. In point of fact, the river Bann is not a profit- 
able source of income at present 1 — Not at present, but 
we hope it may be. 

372. When did you first begin to fall into arrear 
with your interest on the Bann mortgages ? — For some 
time the dues were never equal to paying the interest. 

373. But you could add a great deal more to your 
charges? — Last year we had a town rate, and the 
revenue was nearly £540, which was almost sufficient 
to pay one year’s interest. 

374. But last year what you did pay was little more 
than a half-year’s interest ? — Yes ; but we extinguished 
the balance due to our treasurer, and we have a balance 
iu our favour of £94. 

375. There was about £385 applicable? — Yes ; that 
is about three-quarters of a year’s interest. 

37 6. And being in debt to your treasurer, and wish- 
ing to have a balance in hand, you only paid half a 
year’s interest? — Yes. 

377. If you are not in future able to pay more than 
that you will soon be obliged to contract another loan, 
and you have power to do so? — Yes ; but I am afraid 
no one will lend us money, our security is so bad. 

378. Do you not hope by the aid of this £1,000 a 
year which the Irish Society has promised you for 
twenty-five years, for the purpose of making new 
works at the mouth of the Bann, to improve the navi- 
gation of the river, and thereby increase your income ? 
— Yes, we expect that if we make the navigation 
works at the mouth of the river permanent, we will 
have a revenue of £2,000 or £3,000 a year. There is 
no doubt of it. 

379. Mr. Lawless. — What will be the nature of 
the works ? — The works that remain to be done are 
merely the erection of piers and quay accommodation. 
We have the plans and everything ready. 

380. Have you made any application for another 
loan? — We have made application to the Treasury, 
and we expect to get it. 

381. Your new Act will give you larger rating 
powers ? — Yes, the inhabitants of the town proposed to 
the Government as a guarantee a rate of 2s. 6 d. in the 
pound, the £1,000 a year, and the dues on goods and 
vessels. We have had a reply from the Treasury 
stating that the area for taxation was too limited, and 
the area suggested by them is much wider than the 
one we gave. We are giviug 2^-i. rate on the half- 
barony and liberties of Coleraine, and one shilling 
rating on the town. That would enable us to give the 
guarantee quite irrespective of any dues on the river — 
with the £1,000 a year from the Irish Society. 

3S2. Chairman. — But the Treasury would thon 
probably require you to pay oft' the loan within the 
twenty-five years '! — The Chief Sceretary proposed that 
we should have the loan, hut maintained it should be 
in two divisions — one portion to be extinguished by 
the time the Irish Society grant ended, and the other 
in fifty years. 

383. If you get a loan from the Commissioners of 
Public Works it will be on the terms that it will be 
extinguished by annual payments — so much principal 
and so much interest ? — The Treasury proposed that 
the loan should be extinguished in thirty-five and a half 
years at three and a half pel 1 cent., but we hope to get 
the term extended to fifty years, and to have the area 
modified. We propose to get a smaller area, but still 
embracing a considerable portion of the county Antrim. 

384. What is the valuation of the half-barony of 
Coleraine ? — £50,000 a year. 

385. Mr. Taylor, m.p. for the Borough. — It is called 
a half-barony, but it embraces a district of about eight 
or nine miles in a direct line all round this side of the 
water — and the town and liberties to the extent of 
three or four miles on the other side of the river. 

386. Mr. Cutkbert . — The valuation of the liberties 
is £20,000. W o would have a 2 rate on the outside 
property valued -at £70,000, and a, shilling on the town 
rating. The Board of Works suggested mu’ going to 


the county Antrim, but we found that would compli- 
cate matters. 

387. Chairman. — Mr. Cuthhert, I t hink we have 
nearly finished with you, and we are much obliged for 
tlie information you have given us. I would first ask 
whether there are any gentlemen present who are 

desirous of making any objection to the accounts to 

the way in which the accounts are kept by the Com- 
missioners, or to any action on the part of the Commis- 
sioners either with respect to the lettings of their pro- 
perty, or the levying of rates or tolls — or any other 
matters within then - jurisdiction ; if so we shall he 
happy to hear them. We may, I suppose, assume it was 
pretty well known we were coming here to-day to hold 
this inquiry. 

3S8. The announcement was made in the local papers, 
and placarded. 

389. Mi - . John Mains. — I wish to refer to one 
matter respecting the qualification of Commissioners 
and to ask whether the expenditure of a sum of money 
in obtaining counsel’s opinion as to the disqualification 
of two members of tlie Board was a proper application 
of portion of the borough funds. 

390. Chairman. — We have heard that two of the 
Commissioners were disqualified for non-attendance. 

391. T Fitness. — They were disqualified for not 
making the necessary declaration in time. They did 
not attend the Board for sometime after then 1 election, 
and the matter was overlooked. 

392. Mr. Mains. — What I allude to is this, that the 
Board was not in a position to know whether the 
parties elected as Commissioners were properly qualified 
or not, and they took counsel’s opinion on the subject. 
I at the time considered it was not a proper expendi- 
ture of the rates of the town. 

393. Chairman. — Wliat is your objection? — Mr 
objection is this, that the penalty is £50 for any person 
who is not 'properly qualified to act as Commissioner, 
and who upon beiug elected so acts. Any person 
knowing that that penalty was hanging over him would 
be very slow in assuming the responsibility, and I 
consider the Commissioners were wrong in getting 
counsel’s opinion at the expense of the rates. The Act 
says that eveiy person who shall sit as a Commissioner, 
their acts shall be legal and binding. Therefore the 
acts of these Commissioners being legal there was no 
loss to the town, and the expenditure ought not hare 
been incurred. 

394. You think the Commissioners ought not have 
paid this sum of £2 ? — Yes. After the election there 
was some talk that these two Commissioners were not 
properly qualified, and there was a committee formed 
to inquire iuto their qualifications. If I remember 
rightly this committee could not agree, and it was then 
proposed that counsel’s opinion should he taken. 
There was a difference of opinion about the matter iu 
the town at the time, a good many people considering 
that it was an improper and unnecessary expenditure 
of the public money. 

395. Mr. Lawless. — Did the Commissioners incur 
any great expense with regard to it ? — I could not say. 

39G. What year was it in ? — In 1875. 

397. There were two Commissioner's elected who 
did not make the necessary declaration as to qualifi- 
cation ? — Yes ; hut if they were disqualified they could 
have been arraigned before the Court of Queen’s Bench 
by any ratepayer who objected. 

398. Did they postpone doing. so for six months f— 
I could not say. 

399. Chairman. — According to the statement here 
they acted for a year and did not make the statutory 
declaration within that time. 

400. Mr. Taylor, m.p.— They did not attend the 
first meeting that was appointed, but they attended 
the second, and the clerk proceeded to put before them 
the declaration. When they discovered they were 
acting illegally they withdrew. But there were other 
questions raised afterwards as to their qualification, or 
rather the proper qualification for a Commission- 
Some of the Commissioners were in as rated occupiers 
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of dwelling-houses, and others were in as lessors, and 
I think it was on this point the Commissioners felt 
it their duty to take counsel’s opinion. 

401. Witness . — I think counsel’s opinion was taken 
as to whether an immediate lessor was qualified to act 
as Commissioner upon being elected. 

402. Chairman. — Do you know the amount of 
the expenditure 1 I don’t see any law costs in this 
balance sheet? , 

403. I think it has not been settled yet. 

404. I understand Mr. Mains to object to coun- 
sel’s opinion Having been taken as unneeessaiy ? — 
Yes. 

405. Mr. Lawless. — I think they took the safer 
step about it, and if they took another course it would 
entail greater expense. 

406. Chairman. — The opinion had no reference as 
to whether you were able to impose the penalty ? 

Mr. Taylor. — It is not the Commissioners, but 
any ratepayer, may sue for the recovery of the 
penalty. 


407. Chairman. — Have any steps been taken to Coleraine. 

enforce it? Marc h 28, 1877 

Mr. Taylor .— Not by anyone. Mr . Cuthbert. 

408. Witness . — There is no doubt the two Com- 
missioners were liable, but no steps were taken. 

409. Mr. Taylor . — Every chairman of the Com- 
missioners or some other person under this Act has to 
act as assessor when there is a contested election. He 
has to decide whether the persons nominated are 
qualified to be candidates. In that point of view it 
would seem only fair that he should have some popular 
construction of the Act to guide him, because he is the 
only party who can either strike off a candidate or 
retain one. I think that is a point which must be 
dealt with in any new Act, for it is at present in a 
very unsatisfactory way. 

410. Chairman. — Well, Mr. Mains, if you consider 
it was an illegal payment, you can lay the matter 
before the Government auditor when he next comes 
here. Have you any other fault to find with the 
action of the Commissioners? 

Mr. Mains. — No. 


Mr. John Harvey, Surveyor, examined. Mr. John 


411. IFiinm. — As to the cemetery, I wish to state 
that I am the engineer who surveyed the land. 

412. Chairman. — Were you employed by the Com- 
missioners to survey the land ? — Yes ; and by a 
infinite of the 3rd December, 1875, they appointed me 
engineer. I never got any notification authoritatively 
since to cease to be their engineer. 

413. Did they put another man over your head 
without notice? — No ; but I never was paid yet. 

414. Have you ever made any claim against them ? 
— I asked for the money repeatedly, but I did not 
get it. They hadn’t funds when I made the appli- 
cation. 

415. At what rate did they employ you to survey 
the land ? — There was no specified rate. 

416. Mr. Cuthbert. — Mi-. Harvey was employed by 
the Commissioners to, in the first instance, make a 
rough survey of the land intended to be taken by pro- 
visional order for the cemetery. To enforce that order 
the Act requires that an engineer should be nominally 
mentioned in the Act, so as to put the compulsory 
clauses into operation. Mr. Harvey was merely 
named as engineer, and he drew a map of the land. 
Mr. Carson was named as solicitor. We understood 
it was merely a nominal thing to appoint Mr. Harvey 
as engineer, as we were going to lay out the cemetery. 
We conceived it was not the work of an engineer at 
all, but the work of an architect, to decide on the 
position of the mortuary chapel and lay out the walks, 
ike. We don’t think his appointment referred to these 
matters at all. The work he was employed to do he 
did, and that portion he was allowed to finish. If he 
had furnished his account he would have been paid, 
but he never furnished the account. He sent in, in 
the first instance, a claim for .£25, and we said, 
“ Furnish us with your account and we will settle 
with you,” and then he said he was entitled to 5 per 
cent, on the outlay. We repudiated such a claim. 

417. Were there any terms entered into by the 
Commissioners with him at the time you employed 
him ? — 

Mr. Cuthbert. — No. 

418. Mr. Lawless. — There is a minute of a 
meeting on the 3rd December, 1875, as follows — 

“ The Board of Commissioners were summoned to meet this day 
at the hour of twelve o’clock, for the purpose of appointing Mr. 
John SI'Killip secretary to said Commissioners in their capacity of 
Burial Board for the borough of Coleraine, and Mr. John Harvey 
their engineer for the purpose of putting the ‘ Coleraine Burial 
Ground Order, 1876,’ into operation ; and also to authorize the 
said John M'Killip and John Harvey, in such capacity — and 
Thomas G. Carson their solicitor, to sign and perfect the schedules 
and estimates, and all notices and documents that may he required 
for carrying out said Burial Ground Order, and the compulsory 
purchase of lands required.” 

419. Witness. — After these papers were signed, I 


was employed by tlie Commissioners for three days 
taking levels in company with Mr. Coyle, on the 
6th, 15tli, and 20th December. All the papers were 
signed pi-evious to that. I did that work last 
September, and they have never paid me anything 
for it. 

420. Chairman. — I am afraid you entered into a 
blind bargain. Mr. Cutbbert says the Commissioners 
are willing to pay you if you render an account? — I 
thought I had honourable men to deal with. I did 
furnish the account. 

421. Mr. Cuthbert. — Yon never furnished it. You 
said you should get five per cent, on the outlay. 

422. Witness. — Now, with reference to the area 
of the municipal boundary — Mr. Cuthbert stated it to 
he 205 acres. It is in the townlands of Coleraine 
proper, Waterside, and Churelilands. I would like to 
know how many acres are in each. 

423. Mr. Cuthbert. — I could not state that. The 
area of the municipal boundary is taken from Thom’s 
Almanac. 

424. Chairman.— Are you, Mr. Harvey, satisfied 
that you are liable for the borough rate ? — I am, for I 
live in the centre of the town. 

425. The Commissioners are at present applying 
for an extension of boundai-y, and. I presume the 
Local Government Board have the- documents before 
them showing the boundary as it is. You don t 
object to being rated? — Oh no; but as a matter of 
curiosity I would like to have the information. 

426. Are the townlands marked on the map ?— We 
don’t recognise them. We see nothing to be gained 
by it. 

427. Have you any other complaint l — I heard you 
ask whether the streets were kept clean within the 
borough boundary. Well, they are not. 

428. Do you say they are not properly cleaned 

in the town?— Not to the fall extent of the borough 
boundary. ’ 

429. What is the name of the contractor to whom 
the scavenging of the town is let ? — Mr. M'Candless. 

430. Do you know him? — I do. 

431. Do you say he never looks after certain parts 
of the town %— Never, nor his predecessor did not. 

432. Are you aware the town officer is bound to 
certify that he does the work properly? — Yes. 1 
think so far as he does his work he does it properly. 

433. Mr. Cuthbert. — Is this a portion of the town 
not included in the contract for- scavenging ? — I think 
it is included in the contract. 

434. Chairman. — If you think there is any part 
of the town not attended to, you have only to draw 
the attention of the town officer to the matter. 

435. Witness. — The municipal boundary comes up 
past the courthouse— and yet a portion of the street 
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outside there is left to be cleansed by the comity 
surface men. 

436. Mr. Guthbert. — The county surface men may 
come a little at some points into the borough and 
relieve the scavenger from a portion of his duties. But 
I think that is such a very small thing that it is hardly 
worthy of notice. 

437. Chairman. — But what this gentleman com- 
plains of is part of the borough which your contractor 
undertakes to scavenge. Are there any houses at this 
point! — No. 

43S. Has this gentleman ever called the attention 
of your town officer to the fact that this place has not 
been looked after by the contractor. 

Mr. Douglas (town officer). — Never. 

439. Mi 1 . Cutlibert. — Does M'Candless scavenge up 
the Strand-road ? — That is the rural part. During 
the time the present scavenger has the contract, he has 
attended to it very properly. 

440. Chairman. — Do you, Mr. Douglas, see that 
that part of the town is cleansed as well as the others 
before you give a certificate 1 ! — Yes. I am going over 
the borough every day and any part that I consider is 
not clean I have it cleansed. 

4-41. Is there any penalty if he does not properly 
perform his contract ? 

Mr. Guthbert. — His pay is stopped. 

442. How do you pay him? — Monthly. 

443. Witness. — May I ask how far up does the 
municipal boundary cross the Strand-road? 

Mi - . Douglas. — I don’t know. 


Mr. Taylor. — I may mention with reference to the 
road on which I live, that one portion of it is outside 
the municipal boundary, and it is always swept bv the 
contractors for the county till it comes up to the town 
and they keep it thoroughly cleansed too. In the whole 
county where there are surface men they are bound to 
sweep the roads. 

444. Chairman. — Although you have £1,400 an- 
nually levied for county cess, is not the amount 
expended within the borough only £496. You don’t 
get the town swept by the county ? 

Mr. Taylor. — No, the county men don’t sweep the 
roads sufficiently’ for town purposes, and the Commis- 
sioners do it. 

445. Chairman. — There seems to be some little 
doubt as to where the municipal boundary extends at 
this point ? 

Witness. — In my mind T know where it crosses. 

446. Chairman. — Do you say the town scavengers 
neglect their duty at that point 1 — They do. 

447. And do the contractors under the Grand Jury 
keep this place swept? — They do according to the rest 
of the county r -road. 

448. Is the result that the place is kept properly 
swept? — Not altogether properly swept, for in the 
hollow ground there are two inches of mud. 

449. Is the place kept as well as the rest of the 
streets in the town ? — As well as some of the streets. 
Some of the roads in the back streets are as bad as 
they could be, but tlie best streets are well kept 


Ur. Richard 

I.yttun 

M'Intyre. 


Dr. Richard Lytton 

450. Chairman. — Are you the dispensary doctor? 
— Yes. 

451. And are y r ou the sanitary officer ? — Yes. 

452. Does the sub-sanitary officer work with you ? 
— Yes. 

453. Is he in constant communication with you as 
to the state of the town? — Very frequently. 

454. Do you yourself visit and report upon the 
sanitary condition of the town ! — When I get infor- 
mation from the sub-sanitaiy officer — very seldom in 
any other case. 

455. As sanitary officer do you make written 
reports periodically to the Commission era? — No, 
unless I get information from the sub-sanitary officer 
I never make an inspection, but when I get in- 
formation from the sub-sanitary officer I make an 
inspection immediately and report. 

456. Your visits are amougst the poor, principally 
as a doctor and medical officer? — Yes. 

457. And have you an opportunity of seeing your- 
self where nuisances exist?— Yes. 

45S. Have you ever acted yourself where nuisances 
fell under your own eye ? — I have in two or three in- 
stances where I have seen nuisances interfering with 
the health of patients. 

459. Does the sub-sanitary officer report every day ? 
— I have had 124 reports since October, 1874. 

460. Have these repox-ts all been acted upon after 
you visited the places yourself? — Yes. 

461. And did yon send in these repox-ts to the exe- 
cutive sanitary officer — who was, I believe, Mr. 
M‘Killip ? — Yes. That is the last I hear about them. 

462. You don’t go before the Commissioners your- 
self?— No. 

463. Do you, as a matter of fact, see that the re- 
poi'ts are acted upon? — -I have no oppoi’tunity. 

464. Don’t you visit the places again ? — I do not. 

465. Do you not, in the course of your duties as 
medical officer, see whether they have been acted upon ? 
— H I happen to be calling at . a particular house 
•Ido. 

466. Do you consider your duty, as a sanitary officer, 
at an end when you receive a report from the sub- 
sanitary officer and visit the place ? — I pay a visit to 
the plane and make a report upon it, and I hear no 


M'Intyre examined. 

more of the matter unless I am summoned as a witness 
to give evidence about it at the petty sessions. 

467. Mr. Lawless. — Have you ever had places 
which were reported to you once by the sub-sanitary 
officer, and relative to which you sent in a repeat to the 
Commissioners, x-epoxted to you over agaixx, the same 
state of things being complained of by the sub-saixi- 
tax-y officer ? — -I have an instance of four times. 

46S. Doesn’t it follow that the Commissioners have 
not acted on your report ? — That is not the way I look 
at it. 

469. Chairman. — Did you visit that place, so often 
•reported, each time it was reported to yon? — Each 
time I received a report I paid a visit. It was a yard 
common to four houses between Shuttle-hill and 
Laurel-hill. 

470. What was the nature of the nuisance ?— The 
place was full of manure heaps and stagnant water. 

471. Mr. Lawless. — When did you make the first 
X'eport about Shuttle-hill ? — In 1874 or 1875. 

472. Chairman. — And when did you make the last 
repoi't ? — About a year ago. 

473. Do you keep a book of the blocks of vour 
repoi'ts? — Yes; but it is not here. 

47 4. Have you ever been to the place within the 
past twelve month to see what the state of the premises 
is at present ? — Yes ; I was there the week before last. 

475. Was the place still in the same state? — Oh, it 
was greatly improved, but tlxei-e was still a nuisance 
there. I got information again from the sub-saxiitary 
officer, and I visited the place. 

476. Was the nuisance which you then found exist- 
ing the same nuisance which had been complained of 
before, or was it a nuisance of a different character ? — 
It belonged to one house in particulai', which was very 
filthy. There was a heap outside the door, and it 
was in respect of that heap I was called on to visit the 
place. 

477. Was it an accumulation of manure? — Yes. 

478. Was it from pigs? — I don’t think there were 
any pigs. It was the general manure of the house. 

479. Are thei - e pigs in tlie houses generally ? — I n 
yards of a great many of them. 

480. Ax - e there any cases in which the pigs are kept 
in the dwelling-houses ? — I see that now and again. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 


159 


481 . Mr. Lawless. — Are these houses reported as 
nuisances?— I tell the people that the pigs must be 
removed, and they uo remove them. I tiud the pigs 
have been removed wheu I go back to the places again. 

482. Are there still any pigs kept in the dwelling- 
houses? — I don’t think there are pigs kept in the 
dwelling-houses generally. 

483. In reference to these houses complained of 
three or four times — is there any privy attached to 
them? — Two privies have been erected for the four 
houses in the yard common to them all, but there was 
no privy or accommodation of any sort and the place 
was in the most filthy state possible. 

484. Since then, you say, there have been two privies 
erected ? — Yes ; there was a good deal done. 

485. Chairman. — Is that the case in which proceed- 
ings were taken for not doing the work ? — Y es. Doyle 
was fined at petty sessions £3. 

486. Do you know whether he was called on to 
remedy the nuisance after your first, second, or third 
report? — I don’t know, I never inquired. 

487. Haven’t you got a book in which a copy of the 
report made by the sanitary officer is entered, together 
with the action taken by the sub-sanitai-y officer and 
the report made by the Commissioners ? 

Mr. Doherty. — I have. 

488. Chairman.— Do you, Dr. M'Intyre, know the 
consulting sanitary officer 1 — Yes. 

489. Do you and he have any conversations about 
the state of the town? — I would consult -with him once 
or twice, wheu I would be at a loss, or wanted infor- 
mation, but I don’t think I have done so more than 
twice. 

490. Have you no communication with the Com- 
missioners 1 — No. 

491. You receive nothing from the Commissioners ? 
— I am the rural sanitary officer as well, and I am paid 
by the Board of Guardians as the sanitary authority 
£30 a year. The Local Government Board have 
arranged that the salary shall not exceed one-fourth of 
the dispensary salary. My dispensary salary is £130. 
The Board of Guardians give me £30, and to bring it 
up to the £32 10s. the Commissioners pay me £2 10s. 

492. Mr. Guthbert. — It was only the other day, when 
we were making a return of the salary, the Local 
Government Board objected to the payment by the 
Commissioners. 

493. Chairman. — In a letter of the 22ud March, 
the Local Government Board say you are not to get 
the £2 10s. any more ? — Well, I am sorry to hear 
that. 

494. Do you act very much in the same way as 
sanitiia-y officer for the Guardians, as you do for the 
Town Commissioners ? — On the same principle. 

495. You only report when the sub-sanitary officer 
brings a matter under your notice ? — Yes ; except in 
one or two cases, where I saw nuisances were affecting 
the health of the patients I was attending. 

496. Which do you find most active in remedying 
nuisances — the Guardians or the Commissioners ? — I 
could not say, I don’t follow up the case after I make 
my report. I only know when I am summoned as a 
witness at petty sessions. 

497. Were the dwelling-houses in which you saw 
the pigs in the town of Coleraine or in the country ?— 
In both. 

498. Were the pigs which were reported to you as 
being in houses in Coleraine brought under your notice 
by the sub-sanitary officer or was it by your own 
observation you saw them ? — By my own observation. 

. I think the sub-sanitary officer only reported where 
the piggeries were close to the town. 

499. Were these the cases of keeping pigs in the 
dwelling-houses ? — I did not report on them. I saw 
them, add I prevented the pigs being kept in the 
houses. 

500. You did not report the matter to the Commis- 
sioners. You have only spoken to the individuals ? — 
Yes. 

501. Have you never made a report to the Commis- 


sioners on the subject ? — I don’t think I have reported Colekaini 
the cases to the Commissioners. Marc h as, is 

502. Mr. Lawless. — I infer from that you have Dr Ricliaril 
never had a report from the sub-sanitary officer of Lytton 
pigs being kept in dwelling-houses? — I have not, but M'lutyre. 

I have had a report of asses and goats being kept in 
houses. 

503. Have these cases been reported to the Com- 
missioners ? — These have been reported. 

504. And have the people ceased to keep them in 
the houses ? — Yes. Whenever I paid a visit to the 
places afterwards the asses or goats were not there. 

505. Chairman. — H ave the asses or goats been 
kept there since ? — I don’t know. All I know is that 
I have never seen them. 

506. Mr. John Kennedy. — I beg to say I don’t 
believe there is any custom of keeping pigs in the 
houses all the year round. At times when the pigs 
have little ones they may bring them in for a time. 

507. Mr. Lawless. — T he little ones? — Yes, and the 
sow too. 

508. Chairman. — A re you a Commissioner, sir? — 

I am. 

509. Mr. Lawless (to Dr. M‘Intyre). — Have you 
any knowledge of the accommodation for privies and 
closets in the town ? — Most of the houses to which I 
generally call as sanitary officer are without privies or 
any sanitary accommodation. 

510. Are there a large number of houses in the 
town in that condition ? — There are in the poorer parts 
of the town. 

511. To your knowledge, since the Sanitary Act 
came into operation, has anything been done to im- 
prove that state of things ? — No. 

512. Chairman. — Y ou told us just now of two 
instances — are these the only instances ? — These are 
the only two instances. 

513. Mr. Lawless. — H ave no public urinals or 
privies been put up in the town ? — No. There are a 
number of houses that have no back accommodation, 
and for a row of twenty houses there might be one 
privy put up. 

514. Don’t you think that is a state of things which 
requires to be remedied ? — I do ; I think it is a great 
drawback. 

515. Mr. Kennedy. — The matter of urinals has been 
postponed until we get a supply of water into the 
town. 

516. Chairman. — H ave those places, Dr. M ‘Intyre, 
which you describe as being so deficient with regard 
to privies, back yards of sufficient size to have privies 
erected in them ? — A great many of them have not ; 
they have only very small yards. 

517. Is the town in a healthy state generally? — 

At present it is healthy enough. There is the ordinary 
illness for this season of the year. 

518. Have there been epidemics or fever in the 
town? — Oh, yes. 

519. Or of small-pox within the last half dozen years ? 

— Within the twenty years I have been here there 
have been only four years really healthy. Every year 
there has been a more or less amount of epidemic 
disease — either fever, scarlatina, or measles — and there 
has been one outbreak of small-pox. 

520. Is the condition of the town such as to be 
favourable to the spread of diseases of that character 
rather than the reverse? — I would connect the two 
together — filth and epidemic. _ 

521. What is the accommodation provided by the 
Guardians or Commissioners for fever cases ? Have 
the Commissioners any separate accommodation of 
their own 1 — No : there is only one fever hospital, and 
that is the one at the union. 

522. Is that sufficient not only for the pauper 
patients but for the town population as well ? — I be- 
lieve so ; but Dr. Carson will tell you about that. 

523. Are you the medical dispensary officer? — Yes, 

I am the dispensary officer, but not medical officer of 
the workhouse. 

524 With respect to the accommodation, do you 

Y 2 
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know whether it is generally filled, or whether there is 
a good deal of vacant accommodation ? — There is gene- 
rally plenty of accommodation. 

525. For the town as well as for the rural district 1 
— I believe so. 

526. Have you a van or ambulance for conveying 
patients to the workhouse? — Yes. 

527. Is it not kept by the Guardians ? — Yes. 


52S. And not by the Commissioners? — Ho. 

529. Have you had any difficulty in getting this 
ambulance when you had patients to go to the hos- 
pital ? — No ; I apply to the relieving office!-, and he 
immediately sends it. 

530. Do you think there is any deficiency in that 
respect? — None. 


Dr. James C. 
L Carson. 


Dr. James 0. L. Carson examined. 


531. Chairman. — Are you the consulting medical 
officer ? — I am. 

532. And a medical practitioner in the town? — 
Yes. 

533. Are you a Commissioner? — No. 

534. What, in your opinion, is the general sanitary 
condition of the town of Coleraine ? — I think it is very 
bad. 

535. Have any steps been taken to remedy it since 
the passing of the Act of 1874? — Yery few. 

536. Have you tried to stir up the Commissioners ? 
— I have ; but the Commissioners seem to think that 
they ought to have another officer before they can 
have the power of closing up the houses which are de- 
fective in their accommodation. 

537. Do you think that many houses are in such a 
state as that they ought to be closed up ? — Well, I would 
say, either close them up or compel the parties to pro- 
vide proper accommodation. 

538. The last witness told us there were no means 
of providing accommodation ? — I believe that is a fact ; 
but these houses should be closed up. 

539. Have you ever known of any instance in which 
the Commissioner's went before the magistrates to 
apply for powers to close the houses on the certificate 
of their sanitary officer? — No; I have not. It has 
not occurred in my experience on the bench. 

540. Has the want of an ample supply of water 
been much felt ? — It is a very great drawback, and has 
been very much required. However, I think the steps 
are nearly completed for getting a capital supply of 
water. 

541. What officers do the Commissioner's think they 
ought to have before they take steps to have houses 
closed up on accoimt of the want of accommodation ? 
— A town surveyor. 

542. Chairman. — I think the magistrates could act 
on the certificate of the medical officer, and that it is 
not necessary to have a surveyor for that purpose — the 
matter rests with the magistrates. It would be of 
course much better if the thing were remedied in the 
first instance, before the houses were built. If the 
houses are in such a state as to be unfit for human 
habitation, I think you have the power to close them up. 

543. Mr. OuthbeH . — I don’t think there are many 
houses in Coleraine we could close after all. 

544. Dr. Carson. — I think there should be no houses 
inhabited without seeing that they had proper accom- 
modation ; and there should be public sewers in every 
street having communication with some sort of water- 
closet or urinal connected with each house, to cany 
away the filth. These sewers are very much wanted 
in every part of the town. The sewerage of the town 
is in a very defective and bad condition, and sewerage 
is altogether wanted in some streets. 

545. I suppose you make your statement as to the 
bad sanitary condition of the town from your experience 
as a medical man, and being the consulting sanitary 
officer ? — I make my statement from the fact that a 
great many houses have no sewers at all, and have 
no means of carrying off the filth from their yards. 
Besides, a large number of houses have no privy 
accommodation whatever ; and I make my statement 
from the fact also that there is a considerable amount 
of fever epidemic existent in the town for a consider- 
able time. 

546. Do you agree with Dr. MTntyre, that the 
accommodation at the workhouse for fever cases and 


infectious cases generally, is sufficient for non-pauper 
cases as well as for pauper cases? — Yes. I know the 
fact for this reason, that I am the medical officer of the 
workhouse and the fever hospital. There is an admir- 
able fever hospital there. 1 would notask any better 
and there is ample accommodation. 

547. What is the nature of the ambulance? — It is 
a covered spring van provided with two windows and 
two beds — one for fever and infectious diseases, and 
the other for ordinary infirmary patients. They are 
sent wherever they are required. The van is at the 
disposal of every person in the town. 

548. Have you ever had occasion to advise the Com- 
missioners to take steps to improve the sanitary con- 
dition of the town, and have you found them unwilling 
to act on your advice ? — I cannot say they ai'e unwill- 
ing to cany out my advice, but their dilatoriness is 
another matter. I think there would be more activity 
if there was a more limited responsibility. 

549. Is it your duty to make reports, except when 
you are called on to do so ? — No. 

550. Have you, from taking an interest in the town, 
x isited the Commissioners occasionally without being 
called on by them ? — Yes ; I drew the notice of the 
Board to a part of the town where fever was existing, 
and to the water of a well that had a privy almost 
immediately above it, so that the stuff must as a matter 
of necessity be exuding down into it. Dr. MTntyre 
aud I reported that the well should be closed up, and 
another opened, but it has not been closed up yet 

551. Mr. Cuthbert. — We bad it closed up, but the 
parties in the neighbourhood opened it again. 

552. Witness. — It should be broken up — root and 
branch. It is in the hollow of a stream, and there 
is visibly the appearance of this stuff running down 
from the manure heap into it. 

553. Then all the stuff exuding from the manure 
must ran into the well ? — As a matter of necessity 
when it comes on to rain. 

554. And is that water used for di-inking still? — It 
is constantly used. I have seen it with my own eyes. 

555. I understand the Commissioners filled the well 
up ? — Yes, it was filled up, but the people threw it 
open again. 

556. Mr. Lawless. — Has not a new well been 
opened there ? — Yes, there was a new well opened a 
few perches directly above the other. The moment 
Dr. MTntyre and I reported about the other the 
Commissioners very properly opened the new one. 

557. Do the parties in the neighbourhood use the 
new well ? — Some of them use it, and others not, be- 
cause the other is a few perches nearer to their houses. 

558. What is the number of patients in the fever 
hospital at one time ? — Ten or twelve from Killowen. 

559. Is that the district where fever prevails ? — Yes. 
it has been going on in a kind of creeping state for 
some months, and is still going on. I got two patients 
last week out of it. 

560. Chairman. — I understood from Dr. MTntyre 
that there is no fever in the town now. 

Dr. M‘ Intyre . — I merely spoke as dispensary medical 
officer — and said that in that capacity I had not been 
called on. 

561. Witness. — I don't think Killowen can be 
remedied until there is a, proper water supply and 
proper sewerage. I don’t blame the Commissioners 
for not remedying it, for nothing can be done till these 
matters are procured. 
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562. Chairman. — Wliat is there to prevent the 
Commissioners providing proper sewerage — except 
want of funds. If they applied to the Local Govern- 
ment Board for a grant for drainage there would be 
no difficulty in getting it ? 

563. Witness. — I look upon the matter as being 
of the greatest importance, and it ought to he seen to. 

564. Mr. Cuthbert. — We would find a great diffi- 
culty in getting a loan for that purpose. 

565. Chairman. — I think not, after such evidence 
as we have heard to-day. 

566. Mr. Cuthbert. — It is nearly seven months since 
we made an application, for the waterworks loan, and 
we have had no reply yet. 

567. Chairman.- -Do you, Dr. Carson, think the 
scavenging of the town is done well 1 — I think it is very 
well done. It is better done now than I have found 
it to have been done within the last thirty-eight years. 

568. Have you any fault to find with the present 
contractor I — I think he is doing his work remarkably 
well, and has been very attentive to his duties. 

569. Are there any steps taken by the Commis- 
sioners here for the periodical removal of excessive 
quantities of manure from the backs of houses where 
there are no privies or ashpits! — I think at the last 
meeting of the Board I attended there was an order 
made that the sub-sanitary officer should see that the 
manure was removed from the back yards. 

570. That was I suppose only to compel the parties 
to do it 1 — That is all. 

571. But there is no periodical system of removal 1 
— No other way. 

572. Do you think the sub-sanitary officer efficiently 
discharges his duty! Dr. M ‘Intyre told us he had 
had altogether only 124 reports, but during February 
last he appears to have sent in a good many reports 
so that he seems to have been stimulated recently 1 — 
During an outbreak of fever in a particular part of 
the town the consulting sanitary officer reported the 
matter to the Commissioners who then urged the sub- 
sanitary officer to greater diligence. 

573. Within the last few months! — Yes. 

574. Was it in consequence of the outbreak of fever 
in the town that that was found necessary ? — I think 
so. He will explain to you that a great many more 
cases are noticed that don’t come under the obser- 
vation of the doctor. The sub-sanitary officer serves 
a notice to remove a nuisance — and then lie goes back 
again to inspect the place. If he finds the notice has 
not been complied with he gets the sanitary officer to 
report. 

575. Mr. Harvey. — I can now state the number of 
perches within the borough boundary which are not 
properly looked after by the scavenger. They make 
a total of 368 perches and are comprised as follows — 
Barmsid e-road, eighty-eight perches; Captain-street, 
eighty-eight perches ; Dunbar-road, eighty-four 


perches ; Portrush-road, twenty perches ; Bushmills- Coleraine. 
road, sixteen perches ; Dervoek-road, sixteen perches ; March 28 . isk. 
Ballymoney-road, twenty-four perches ; and Bally- Dr Jnmes c 
money Old-road, thirty-two perches. I have never l. Carson, 
seen anything done to these places by the scavenger 
for the borough. 

576. Chairman. — Are there any houses at these 
places! — Yes, in some of these places there are rows 
of houses. All the main streets of the town are well 
looked after. 

577. It is the outskirts of the town you say that 
are neglected ? — Yes, up to the boimdary. 

578. Mr. Lawless. — Are you, Mr. Douglas, in the 
habit, when nuisances come under your observation, of 
serving notices of abatement yourself? — Mr. Douglas. 

— In some cases I do. 

579. An d if you find your notices are not attended 
to you report the matter to the officer! — Yes. 

580. Chairman.— In many cases do you find that 
in the first instance after your notice, the nuisances 
are abated ! — Oh yes, very many. 

581. In the majority of instances are the nuisances 
abated in the first instance 1 — They are. 

5S2. We heard in one case where there were no 
less than four complaints of one nuisance brought 
under the notice of Dr. MTntyre, and through him 
under the notice of the Commissioners. Did the Com- 
missioners upon the receipt of the first of these reports, 
or the second of these reports, notice the parties to 
remove the nuisance, and did the parties neglect to do 
so, or did the Commissioners take no steps in the 
matter ? — I don’t know whether the executive sani- 
tary officer brought it under their notice or not. 

583. I presume that every case brought before the 
executive sanitary officer is laid before the Commis- 
sioners!— When it is, the Commissioners always direct 
notices to be served. 

584. Wheneveryour complaint is brought by the sani- 
tary officer before the Commissioners do they always 
give directions to have the nuisances abated !— Y es. 

585. Witness. — I think I can tell you about that 
case referred to by Dr. M ‘Intyre. The man against 
whom the complaint was made was by order of the 
Commissioners brought before the magistrates. On 
the hearing of the case the bench gave him a cer- 
tain time to have proper accommodation provided, 
and if that accommodation were not provided within 
time he was to be fined so much per day while he 
neglected to do so. Dr. MTntyre visited tlie place 
again, and the subject was once more brought before 
the bench of magistrates, when the man was fined £4 
or £5. He was brought up two or three times. 

586. So the delay in the abatement of the nuisance 
was not the fault ol the Commissioners ?— Certainly not. 

587. Mr. Cuthbert.— The owner of the property 
lived in the county, and they could hardly find him out. 

The inquiry then terminated. 


FETHARD.— April 3, 1877. 

(Before Mr. Exham, q.c.) 


Fethard. 
April 3 . 1877 . 


Mr. Michael Morphy examined. 


1. Are you the town clerk? — Yes. 

2. Under what Act of Parliament are your municipal 
affairs managed ? — The 9th Geo. IT., c. 82. 

3. Was the Towns Improvement Act ever in force 
here?— No. 

4. How many Town Commissioners have you? — 
Thirteen. 

5. Have you usually struck any and what rates? — 
We have not struck any rates. 

6. What is your income derived from? — Bents from 
landed and house property^ also the amount received 
from tolls and markets, fines for drunkenness, and the 
dog tax. 

7. What is the value of the rateable property within 
the municipal limits ? — £1,910. 


8. What are the numbers of rated occupiers between 
£5 and £20, and above £20? — Forty-five above £20, 
and 135 between £5 and £20. 

9. How much was your income last year from rents 
and tolls! — Our income if paid to the foil would have 
been £157 3s. 3 d. We received £150 13s. 8d., besides 
allowances for poor rates and income tax. That 
included a sum of £9 for the grazing of the green, and 
£26 for the tolls. 

10. How much did you receive from fines and the 
dog tax during last year?— £9 5s. for fines, and 
£15 4s. Id. for dog tax. 

11. What officers have yon, and at what salaries? — 
I get £12 a year. We have an agent at £12 a year ; 
a town sergeant at £20 a year and clothes ; and pay a 


Mr. Michael 
Murphy. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Ajinl 3, 1677. 

Mr. Michael 
Murphy. 


162 LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND TAXATION INQUIRY COMMISSION (IRELAND). 


woman .£1 a year for washing the town hall, and £1 
a year to the man who minds the fair-green. 

I li. How is the town liglde-1 f — We light it with 
oil lamps, bj' contract. It cost £24 Dir. lid. last year. 

1:1. By whom is the scavenging of the town done? 

-By men employed by the Commissioners through 
their town sergeant, at a cost last year of £25 1 Us. 'hi. 

14. How much did you expend last year in repairing 
tlie courthouse and town hall l — £9 8s. 

15. What did you pay the sum of .£20 3s. charged 
in your last account for? — Titlie-rentcharge, county- 
cess, income tax, and poor rates. 

10. You had, as appears by tbe last audited account 
for the year ending tbe 17th June, 187G, a balance of 
£60 19s. Id. in your treasurer’s hands? — Yes. 

17. Who is the treasurer? — The Munster Bank. 

18. Have yon that balance still 1 — No. It has been 
greatly reduced by payments made since. 

19. How many fairs are held here? — Ten on the 3rd 
Tuesday in each of ten months ; one on the 20th April ; 
and one on 21st November. Tolls are charged at tbe 
two last, being what we called the old fairs, but not at 
tbe others. The fares are held over the town. 

20. Is the town well supplied with water of a good 
quality? — There is ample water from the liver and 
four pumps. The water has been declared good by 
Dr. Cameron, and no complaints have been made about 
it. 

21. What is the sanitary condition of tbe town? — 
The sanitary arrangements are very badly carried out 
compared with those adopted by the Town Commis- 
sioners. Tbe sub-sanitary officer lives five miles from 
town, and has charge of a large district including two 
towns, and be cannot properly attend to his duties. 
There is no thorough search made for the existence of 
nuisances, and even when reported, there is a great 
delay in having them abated. Tlie Commissioners 
applied to the Local ■ Government Board for a resident 
sanitary officer, but have not as yet got one. They 
also complained of the removal of stench-tiu]is from 
tlie sewers which were replaced by open gratings, in 
consequence of which the town is sometimes filled with 
stench. 

22. Do the Grand Jury keep the roads in proper 
repair? — Yes. 

23. What is the usual amount of the Grand Jury 
cess? — We have paid about .£2 6s. a year for tbe lost 
three years on the Commissioners’ property. 

24. What is the amount of the corporate property 
of this town ? Have you the old Corporation rentals? 
— Yes. (Book produced.) 

25. From this book I see that the entire Commons 

of Fethard now consist of 233 a. 3r. 8p. statute measure ; 
and of that there are 131 a. Ik. 7p. statute measure 
let to Thomas Hackett. Is that so ? — Yes. , 

26. In the old Corporation book, under tbe date 
28th September, 1747, there is the following entry : — 

“Thomas Hackctt, esq., having bid 3s. an acre for the said 
Commons, and no other person having bid more for the same, he 
was thereupon declared the fairest bidder. It is therefore ordered, 
that tlie present sovereign, John Cleare, esq., do execute to him a 
lease thereof for 999 years, to' commence from the 29th day of 
September next. 

“Signed, Jimx Cleare, Sovereign.” 
Was any lease executed to carry out this resolution? 
— There is no record in the book of a lease having 


been executed, and there is no trace of the lease i-s 
amongst the Corporation papers ; nor have any mein 
bers of the present body of Town Commissioners ever 
been able to see the tenant’s counterpart of tbe least 
if such was ever executed. 

27. Do you know the value of land, and if so, what 

do you say it is fairly worth, supposing it was let to- 
day ? — I should say it would be very cheap at 15 s . 
statute acre. ' 1 

28. What Does Mr. Hackett get for it ? 25a and 

30s., and 40s. for some of it; that is for the Irish 

29. What do you think the 233 acres are worth ? 

Some portions are worth more than others. I t.hml- 
the whole would now be worth £233 a year. 

30. How much is Hackett’s portion ? — 131 statute 
acres. 

31. What rent does he pay? — £12 6s. 5c/. 

32. How much is Griffith’s valuation of that por- 
tion? — £55 16s. 

33. How is the remaining 102 acres let? — Tlie oldest 
lease is that held by Edward Walsli, who was then a 
Commissioner. 

34. Is it all let by old leases? — I tbink so; nearly 
all of it. Tbe 102a. 2k. Ip. is held by various parties 
on leases. 

35. Give me tlie particulars of those leases? — Lease 
to Edward Walsh, dated 20tli December, 184C, of 
22a. 2r. 24p. (Irish), at the rent of £8 7s. 2d. ; gale 
days, May and November, valuation £14. The sanc- 
tion of tlie Lords of the Treasury was obtained for 
tbe granting of this lease. Tbe next is a lease of 31st 
July, 1846, to William Maher, of 17a. Or. 9p. (Irish), 
at a rent of £9 11s. lid. ; valuation .£12. 

36. What is the next lease ? — A lot of tbe Commons 
is said to be held under a lease purporting to bear date 
tlie 31st of July, 1846, from tbe then Town Commis- 
sioners to Robert Maher, who was a son of William 
Maher, then a Town Commissioner, of portion of the 
Commons, containing on tlie whole 8a. 2 it. 10p. (Irish), 
for seventy-live yearn from the 1st of May, 1846, at 
tlie yearly rent of £G 8s. 2d., payable half yearly. 
What purports to be a copy of tlie lease is amongst 
the papers of the Commissioners and I produce it, 
which recites that the lease was made with the sanc- 
tion of the Lords of the Treasury. It is, however, 
stated and believed by several persons some of whom 
are now present, that such consent was never giveu, 
and that no lease was in fact ever executed. 

37. What is the next lease 1 — Lease to William 
Maher (tlie father of Robert Mulier last mentioned), 
dated the 6th August, 1867, purporting to he made by 
the then Town Commissioners of Fethard to William 
Malier, of 8a. 2r. (Irish), of the same Commons for 
thirty-one years, from the 1st Mav, 1S67, at the yearly 
rent of £3 3s. 9d. 

38. Was William Maher a Town Commissioner at 
the time this lease was granted, and was it granted 
under any and what resolution? — Yes ; and his bro- 
ther, Robert Maher, was also then a Town Commis- 
sioner ; and the lease was executed “ in pursuance of a 
resolution passed at a special meeting of the Town 
Commissioners, on Monday, the 5th day of August. 
1867, which was held for the purpose of considering 
the granting of a lease to William Maher." 


Mr. Frederick 


Mr. Frederick. Sayers. 


39. Are you a Town Commissioner? — Yes. 

40. What is your profession ? — I am an auctioneer 
and land valuator. 

41. Can you tell me what is the letting value of the 
first eight acres let to Robert Maher ? — I f.ffinl- that 
the v:due of the first eight acres (held by Robert 
Maher) is not so high as the other portion (that leased 
to his father). I should say the first lot would be 
worth £1 per acre, and tbe other portion £1 5s. per 
acre (I am speaking of Irish measurement). The 
land immediately adjoining is let at £2 5s. per Irish 
acre. 


42. I find this resolution on the books of the Com- 
missioners : — 

“ Proposed by Robert Maher, and seconded by John Meehan — 
‘ That a lease be executed to William Maher of part of the lands of 
Morkethill, containing eight acres two roods, plantation measure, 
at the yearly acreable rent of 7s. 6d, to commence from the 1st of 
May, 1867, for thirty-one years, payable every 1st May and 1st 
November, the first payment to be made on the 1st May, 1867.’ 
Carried unanimously.” 

Did both tlie Messrs. Maher attend at that meeting ? 
—Yes. 

43. Town, Clerk. — Griffith’s valuation of these lots is 
£1 3 a year. 
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Mi*. Michael Murphy. 


44. Mr. Exham (to Town Clerk). — The next letting 
; s to William Ryan. Was that by lease ? — No ; he is 
a tenant from year to year. 

45. What does he hold 1 ? — 3a. 3r. 30p., Irish, at the 
yearly rent of £2 5s. 2 (/. ; valuation, .£1 18s. 

40. What is the present value of that lot? — About 
£1 2s. per acre. 

47. Are any of the rest of these lots held by Town 
Commissioners ? — Mr. Laurence Byrne holds one small 
lot of one rood six perches, Irish, at 6s. 3 d. a year ; 
valuation, 3s. 

48. The next on the rental is Michael Barrett, who 
holds one acre one rood, Irish, at the yearly rent of 
1 3s. Id. as tenant from year to year ; th e valuation is 1 9s. 

49. The next is James Hyland, who holds three 
roods twenty perches, at the yearly rent of 10s. ; and 
Griffith’s valuation of it is £ 1 . Is that lot worth more 
than 10s. 1 — It is considered to be worth about £1. 

50. The next is Richard Delahunty, who has three 
roods three perches, Irish, at the yearly rent of 7s. 
Does he hold by lease ? — A lease was made on the 2nd 
January, I860, by the Town Commissioners of Fethard, 
to Richard Connell, of this lot, for thirty-one years, at 
the yearly rent of 7s. He left the country, and sold 
it to a person named Richard Delahunty. 

51. Do you know how much he got for it ? — I do not. 

52. How much is Griffith’s valuation? — .£1 2s. 
Richard Delahunty is also a yearly tenant of two roods 
thirty-six perches, Irish, at a rent of 6s. id. Griffith’s 
valuation is 9s. 

53. Are these lands all worth about the same ? — 
Yes ; on an average about the same. 

54. The next letting is to James Harvey, three 
roods twenty-six perches, Irish, at a rent of 12s. ; Grif- 
fith’s valuation, 15s. Then William C'onnell, two 
roods twenty-seven perches ; rent, 7s. ; Griffith’s va- 
luation, 10s. Did he purchase the interest of a woman 
named Reilly, and how much did he give for it ? — He 
bought it, but I do not know how much he gave. 

55. Are they yearly tenancies, and worth more? — Y es. 

56. Michael Murphy has 2 r. 2Cp. (Irish), at a rent 
of 5s., and Griffith’s valuation is 8s. It is a yearly 
tenancy. Who is Michael Murphy ? — That is mine. 
I got the holding from my father, who bought the in- 
terest of Michael Hogan. 

57. James Tyrrell has a lease of 2r. 17p. (Irish), at 
6s. a year, and the value is ISs. Where was that lease 
made? — The lease is dated 15th December, 1854, 
from the Town Commissioners of Fethard to James 
Tyrrell for thirty-one years. This man has also IGp. 
of ground in addition to that mentioned in his lease, 
which is stated to be a piece of ground which he took 
possession of, and held since without paying any rent 
for it. He has had it for the last ten or twelve years. 

58. The next is a lease from the Commissioners to 
Michael Walsh, dated the 3rd May, 1S58, of 1 a. 2r. Ip. 
(Irish), and also the old castle and yard at the water- 
gate of the town, at a rent of £2 2s. 6 d. for thirty-one 
years, value £5. 


59. Was Edward Walsh a Town Commissioner 
then ! — He was. 

60. Was he a brother of this Michael Walsh ? — Yes. 

6 1 . The next is Martin Brien who has 3 r. 32p. (Irish), 
rent 10a, valuation £1, under a lease dated the 3rd 
September, 1860, from the Commissioner's of Fethard 
to Anthony Brien. Owen Toohil has 1 r. 10p. (Irish), 
at a rent of Is. M. ? — That is a bit of waste ground. 

(This comprised all the corporate lands. It was 
stated that the forty-two acres (Irish) which were 
mentioned in the report of the Municipal Inquiry 
Commissioners of 1835, page 504, were now included 
in, or comprised the fifty-three, acres and twenty-nine 
perches which were in the Commons, exclusive of 
Haekett’s holding of 86 a. Ir. 12p. (Irish.) 

62'. In addition to these lands, have the Town 
Commissioners any other property ? — Yes. 

63. What does it consist of?— Town fields contain- 
ing 9 a. Ir. 13p. (Irish), which are let at rents amount- 
ing to £14 8s. 8 d. a year. 

64. Give me the particulars of the lettings of that 
land. The first is Knock bordin, in which there is let 
to Samuel H. Barton as a yearly tenant 1 a. Or. 10i*. 
at a rent of £1 10s. ; Griffith's valuation being .£3. 
He should pay a great deal more for it ; it is situated 
in the centre of his avenue. I should say it is worth 
about £3 10s. The next is Moneypark, held by the 
same tenant, 1 a. 3n. 3.3 p. (Irish), at £2 18s. 8 d,, a 
yearly tenancy ; and it is valued at £3 15s., and is 
worth about £4 5s. The next is Spittal fields, let to 
the same tenant, containing 2 r. (Irish), at £1 a year. 
It is held under a lease made on the 9th J anuary, 
1857, by the Town Commissioners, to Mr. Frederick 
Sayers, for thirty-one years, at the yearly rent of £1. 
Mr. Sayers was then a Town Commissioner; he handed 
over his interest by assignment to Mr. Barton, who 
is now in possession of it aud pays the rent. 

65. How much is it worth ? — About 50s. per Irish 
acre. It is worth about 5s. more than the rent now 
paid for it. The next is Govtageagli, let to Thomas 
Cochrane, containing 1 a. 3h. 27p. (Irish), at the yearly 
rent of £2 10s., and the valuation is £2 10s. I think 
it is dear enough at its present rent. There is also 
let to -the same tenant, 1 a. Or. 31p. (Irish) of Fethard, 
at a rent of £1, under a lease for thirty-one years 
from 1857. I cannot ascertain the valuation, but I 
think it is worth about £2 per acre. 

66. What is the next ? — Spittolfields let to Patrick 
Hoolaban, 1 a. 2r. 20p. (Irish), at the rent of £2 5s. ; 
he is paying the fair- value for it, and he holds under 
a lease for thirty-one years, dating from 1865. The 
next is Patrick Doolan, who holds 1 a. 0. 2 Ip. (Irish) 
at a rent of £1 ; the valuation is £1 10s., and it is a 
yearly tenaircy, and is, I think, dear enough at the rent. 

67. What is the next ? — Margaret Hogan, a yearly 
tenant, holds Ir. 6p., at a rent of 15s. ; it may be worth 
£1 a year. The next is James Heffernan, who holds 
Ir. 25p., at a rent of £1 10s., as a yearly tenant, and 
that is a fair rent for it. 


Jprii 3, isrr. 

Mr. Michael 
Murphy. 


Mr. Sayers 

68. Mr. Exham. — Can you give me information 
about the fairs ? — I may tell you that we went to a good 
deal of trouble some time ago enclosing a fair-green. 

69. Who owns the fair-green ? — The Town Commis- 
sioners ; it consists of about three acres. 

70. Is that your own property ? — Yes ; we expended 
£75 in jiutting gates aud walls around it, and it was 
used for several years, hut about five years ago a reso- 
lution was passed by the Town Commissioner's, and it 
was ordered to be closed up. 

71. Was it in a suitable place, in your opinion? — 
Yes ; it was in a most suitable place. 

72. Are the fairs now held in the town ? — Yes ; on 
the streets in the town, and the fanner's exclaim most 
indignantly about it. It was at the instance of the 
Town Commissioners that the green was shut up, and 
the fairs again held in the streets. 


re-called.- 

73. Do you know, of your own knowledge, that the 
farmers complain of it ? — I do. 

74. I wish to see the resolution of the Town Com- 
missioner's by which the fairs were held on the green, aud 
that by which they were removed back again to the 
streets. According to your opinion and knowledge do 
the people living in the town approve of that change, 
or do they complain of it ?— A number wish to have 
the fairs held on the streets, and tire other's do not. 

75. This is the resolution you refer to : — 

“ 3rd May, 1841. Proposed by Mr. Ryan, and seconded by Mr. 
Laurence Byrne. Resolved— 1 That the fairs be held in the town of 
Fethard, iu’the Green, in future.’" 

That resolution was carried, only one (Patrick Stokes) 
dissenting. 

76. Are the tolls of the fairs let? — Yes; at a certain 
sum every year. 


Mr. Fret 
Sayers. 
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April 3, 1877. 

Mr. Frederick 
Sayers. 


77. Are they put up to public competition? — Tenders 
are received for them, and tliey are let to the highest 
bidder. 

78. What is the annual rent received for them ? — 
The grazing green used to be let with them. We 
usually get £26 for the tolls, and £9 for the green. 

79. Do the Town Commissioners claim to be free 
from all tolls 1 — Yes. 

80. By what authority ? — Because they axe freemen. 

8 1 . But that liberty has been abolished ? — They have 
a by-law here exempting them from the payment of tolls, 
and it has always been the custom here. 


82. Are the tolls fixed by the Town Commissioners! 
— Yes. 

83. Do they see that the man to whom the tolls are 
let charges no more than he ought ? — Y es • the Commis- 
sioners made a reduction in the scale of tolls about two 
years since. I may say with reference to the fairs that 
from the year 1841 till 1872 they were held in the 
green. On the 5th August, 1872, a proposal was made 
for bringing them back to the streets, and that propo- 
sition was carried by the casting vote of the chairman 
there being seven Commissioners present. 


Mr - . James Tehax examined. 


84. Mr. Exhaji. — A re you agent of the Town Com- 
missioners ? — Yes. 

85. Have the Commissioners any house property in 
the town ? — Yes ; small houses, with gardens behind. 

86. Are they mostly held by leases ?— Yes; they are 
principally under leases ; they are very small tenements 
of little value. The rents are only about £9 8s. 1 Od., 
and that owing to the poverty of the people who in- 
habit the houses, is not regularly received. 

87. Is there any other real property or houses be- 
longing to the Commissioners '1 — -Y es ; there are five or 
six other houses. 

88. How are tliey let ? — They are let at their fan- 
value. 

89. Are they held under lease? — Some of them are. 

90. Have any of those leases been lately executed ? 
— No ; not lately. 

91. Are' any of them let to Town Commissioners ? — 
No. 


92. What is the length of the leases ? — The longest 
lease is thirty -one years. 

93. How long ago is it since the last lease was made I 
— The last was made I think about 1854 or 1858. 

94. What is the amount of rent received by you 
altogether for your last financial year ? — By Mr. Pelly’s 
abstract of accounts it stands thus : — 

£ #. d. 

Arrears to March and May, 1875, . . 66 19 9 

One year’s rent, March and May, 1876, , 157 3 3 

Total, . . £224 3 0 

Receipts for year, . £150 13 8 
Poor rate, . £3 11 7 
Income tax, . 0 11 3 

4 2 10 

154 16 6 

Balance, ■ . £69 C 6 


Mr. H. B. 
Sayers. 


Mr. H. B. Sayeus examined. 


95. Mr. Exham. — Are you the chairman of the 
Town Commissioners? — Yes. 

96. Are they now under the Towns Improvement 
Act? — No; they are not. 

97. Are they still under the 9th Geo. IV. ? — Yes. 

98. How many Town Commissioners are there ? — 
Twelve, and the chairman. 

99. Has that always been the number ? — Yes. 

100. Are they all duly qualified ? — They are. 

101. Has the town a good supply of water ? — There 
is a very good supply from the river, and besides we 
have four pumps. 

102. Are they all good? — Well yes ; there is one of 
the pumps which is very good for general purposes, 
but not for drinking. 

103. Are the others good ?— There is not better 
water in Ireland. 

104. Has the water been analyzed by Dr. Cameron? 
—Yes ; it has, and been found satisfactory. 

105. Is the repairing of the streets of the town done 
in a satisfactory manner? — Yes. 

106. Have the Town Commissioners any other pro- 
perty besides what has been already stated ? — No ; no 
other property that I have heard of except some pro- 
perty held by a man named Bacon, I think, which 
lapsed some way or other. 

107. Was that landed property ? — It was, and lapsed 
before I was a Commissioner. 

108. How much land was it do you know? — J do 
not ; we have no survey of it 

109. Is the town sufficiently lighted ? — I think it is 
very fairly. 

110. Do you ever strike a rate here ? — No : never. 

111. Can you say from your experience whether the 
rural sanitary authority attend properly to the sanitary 
arrangements in the town ? — They do, but not in so 
satisfactory a manner as we did when we had the sani- 
tary arrangements under our own control. 

112. Are the houses here generally supplied with 
privy accommodation ? — The poorer places are not. 

113. Is there any sewerage at all in the town? — 
There is. 


114. In the better class of houses have the people 
made connecting drains with the sewer’s where such 
exist ? — I might say they have. 

115. Are the people allowed to keep animals in 
their houses? — Up to the present they were, but I 
heard that lately, from a month ago they were being 
fined very heavily for doing so. 

116. Is there any hospital here? — No. 

117. How far then have patients to be removed 
when they are sent to an hospital ? — The nearest hospi- 
tal is at Cashel. 

118. How far is that from here? — It is about eight 
miles. 

119. Have you had any contagious diseases here 
lately? — Last summer we had au epidemic of typhoid 
fever which was principally confined to children, bat 
it raged to a fearful extent. 

120. Did the sanitary authority do anything in that 
emergency ? — No ; I may say that it was as a measure 
of pure self-preservation we supplied the people with 
lime. 

121. Did they take any steps for the removal of 
persons suffering from the disease ? — They were sent to 
Cashel, and the houses in most cases, I believe, were 
disinfected. 

122. By whom? Was it by the Town Commis- 
sioners? — No; by the rural sanitary authority. We 
were not able to take any measures as Commissioners 
to try and stamp out the fever. 

123. Was that outbreak of fever attributed to the 
sanitary condition of the town ? — I think it was owing 
to it. I have bad a good many conversations with Dr. 
Burgess on the subject. 

124. Are the people allowed to keep manure heaps 
in their yards ? — Yes. 

125. Are they not interfered with in doing that ? 
No. 

126. What is your opinion about the fairs ? — In the 
first place, I may inform you that our reason for re- 
moving the fail’s from the green back again to the 
streets of the town, was because the cattle dealers were 
complaining that the fair-green was in a very bad state 
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and not fit to be used for the purpose of holding 
fail's. It has a subsoil of limestone, so that the ground 
becomes soft, and during a couple of fairs held some- 
time before it was closed, the people were up to their 
knees in mud, and were not able to move about and 
get their business done. The streets of the town, as 
you see, are wide and roomy, and afford ample accom- 
modation for holding the fail's. I should also inform 
you that there are twelve fail's in the year, and 
that only the two half yearly fairs were held on the 
green. 

127. Who cleans the streets after the fairs? — The 
town sergeant employs a number of men to clean 
them. Mr. Sayers, who called your attention to the 
fib's is the road contractor, and as the roads are 
more or less injured by the fairs being held in the 
streets, of course he does not like it. 

12S. Are the cattle allowed to go on the footpaths ? 
— No ; we have employed men at different times to 
prevent the cattle from going on the footpaths. 

129. Is the cost of that charged in the account? — 
There was nothing paid for that during last year. We 
discontinued the men. 

130. Do you pay them out of your own pocket 1 — 
No ; the town sergeant has taken charge of the streets 
on the fair days. 

131. How long is the manure allowed to lie on the 
streets after the fairs are held 1 — They begin to clean 
them on the day after the fail's. 

132. Who deans the footpaths 1 — The town ser- 


geant has them cleaned ; he employs men for that 
purpose. 

133. Have you ever heard any of the medical men 
complain of danger of the manure being allowed to lie 
on the streets for a couple of days 1 — I never heal’d it. 

13d. Would it not be possible to drain the fair-green, 
and bring it into a proper condition for holding the 
fans on ? — It is a sort of lake. I think it would be 
impossible to drain it. It is the worst fair-green I 
ever sot my foot in. Both before the wall was erected 
and since it, I have never in my life seen anything to 
equal the filth and mud of that fair-green. 

135. Did you ever hear any of the cattle buyers 
complain of the fairs being removed from the fair- 
green ? — I have heard one or two complain, but the 
majority are in favour of having them held on the 
streets. 

13G. Are there any slaughter-houses in the town? — 
There are. 

137. Does anyone look after them ? — No ; they are 
never inspected by anyone. 

13S. Are the lodging-houses in the town ever in- 
spected? — No. 

139. Is the Act in force here ? — No. 

140. Are there any lodging-houses in the town ? — 
There are some. 

141. Are they inspected by the sanitary authority? 
— No. In fact I would not be surprised if some of them 
were overcrowded. A good many people have gone to 
live in them since the new railway began to be made. 


142. Mr. Exham. — W hat business do 
— I am a publican. 

143. What is your opinion about the fairs ? W ould 
you rather they were held on the green ? — It does not 
siguify to me where they are held, but I have heard the 
buyers complain that the feet of tlie cattle were injured 
by standing on the streets during the fairs. I have 
seen the streets in a very dirty state for two or three 
days after the fail's. 

144. Could not the condition of the fair-green he 
improved ? — I say it is a very clean field. There is 
rock under it — there is uot, I suppose) three inches deep 
of surface, and it could not be very soft or dirty. — 

145. Mr. Exham (to the Town Clerk). — Can you 
show me any resolution or entry on the hooks whereby 
the Commissioners resolve or say that as freemen they 
are to be free from payment of tolls on their produce ? 
— Yes ; I have it here. (Reads) : — 

“ Sth November, 1875. Proposed by Mr. F. Sayers, and seconded 
by Mr. H. B. Sayers, that the tolls, customs, and grazing of the 
green be advertised on the first Monday in December for one year. 


and that the Town Commissioners, being freemen, be toll free in 
every respect whatever, and that weighing on the machine be reduced 
to 2d. per load. Carried unanimously.’’ 

146. Does the collector give a bond? 

Mr. Telutn . — I am the collector; I have been collector 
for the town of Fethard for the past thirty years. 

147. Do you give a bond? — No, I do not give a 
bond. I think they know me well enough. I do not 
require to give a bond. 

148. (To the Town Clerk ). — Does the house in which 
the post-office is here belong to the Commissioners ? — 
Yes ; It is alleged that a lease was granted some time 
since by the Commissioners of this house, at a rent of 
£5 a year, to James Smith. He is dead, and his 
daughter, Ellen Smith, now lives in the house, which 
is valued at £12 a year. There is no trace of this lease 
in the Commissioners’ hooks, or amongst their papers. 
I applied to Ellen Smith to show me the lease, or to give 
me its date and terms, hut she refused to show it or give 
me any information about it. 

The inquiry then ended. 


.Mi'. John Shea examined, 
you .carry on '? 


TUAM.— May 16, 1877. 

(Before Mr. Commissioner Exham, q.c.) 
Mr. John Lyons examined. 


1. Mr. Exham. — Are you the Town Clerk of 
Tuam ? — I am. 

2. I believe your town is under tbe Towns Im- 
provement Act ?— Yes ; it was first under the Act of 
9th George IV., c. 82. 

3. When was it adopted 1 — In 1854. 

4. For what purposes did you adopt the Act ? 

All except water. 

5. What number of Commissioners have you? 

We should have fifteen, but we have only eleven at 
present. 

6. How is it you have only eleven? How long 
have you been without the full number? — The 
number was nbt filled up these good many years. 

7. How long have you been Town Clerk?— Since 

July last. i 

8. You say there were fifteen members of the 
Board originally ? — Yes. 


9. "Was there ever as far as you know any resolu- 
tion passed to reduce the number to eleven? — No. 
Some died and some fell off, and the vacancies were 
never filled up. 

10. How many had you last year? — There were 
thirteen or fourteen last year. 

11. Can you say whether the eleven are all duly 
qualified? — They are. 

12. Is your population under 5,000 1 — It is. 

13. Can you give me the number of voters here ? — 
There are ninety-three rated between £4 and £12, 
and sixty-five rated above £12. 

14. What is the acreage within the municipal 
boundary? — 606a. 1r. 4p. 

15. What is the rateable value of houses and lands 
within that boundary? — £3,918 2s. 

16. When was the last election of Town Com- 
missioners ? — In October last. 
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17. Do you know why the number was not made 
complete then up to the fifteen? — I could not say. 
One or two died, and two or three absented themselves 
from the meetings — they did not attend. 

18. Have you not a record of the meetings of the 
new Board? — It is seldom they attend altogether, and 
no names are taken down except of those who do 
attend. 

19. Your tolls last year I see were £760 ? — Yes. 

20. How are your tolls let — by auction? — By 
tender each year. 

21. Are they advertised publicly ? — They are pub- 
lished in the newspapers, and placards are also issued. 

22. At what time of the year do the lettings take 
place ? — On the 29th September. They are let from 
September to September each year. 

23. What have you let them this year for ? — £625. 

24. Do you know the reason why it is less this 
year than hist by £135 ? — I think the previous year 
the reason so large a sum was given was because of 
the competition between two parties, and the party 
who got them offered more than they were worth, at 
least there is a rumour that they did not pay him. 

25. Were all the tenders lower this j-ear than last ? 
— Yes, they were. 

26. What were the tolls let for during the last five, 
years ? — In 1872, £520 ; in 1873, £600; in 1874, 
£650 ; in 1875, £760, and in 1876, £625. 

27. I have seen by reports that the man who had 
the tolls last year for £760 — Mr. Roclie — is making 
a claim for compensation? — Yes. 

28. Has compensation been given to him ? — No. 

29. Do the Grand Jury keep your roads in repair? 
— Yes. 

30. How do you consider they keep them ? Are 
they in a proper and efficient state at present ? — They 
are. 

31. Was there ever any action taken by the Town 
Commissioners to try and get the roads placed under 
their own control and management? — No. 

32. What does your income arise from ? — Tolls ; 
moneys received for dog-tax ; fines for drunkenness, 
and lettings of the town hall. 

33. How Is it your fines at petty sessions are so 
small ? I see they were only £1 Is. 3d. for last year ? 
— We only get our moiety of them. 

34. Wliat did you get for letting the town hall ? — 
Only 7s. 6 d. 

35. Is it the property of the Commissioners? — 
Yes. 

36. What was your total income for last year to 
29th September? — £1,162 ISs. 3c?., including a 
balance of £335 19s. 1 d. in hands of the treasurer 
at beginning of year. 

37. Building and repairing, £13 0s. 9 <7. On what 
was that expended? — .Repairs to the town hall and 
the sheds in connexion with it, the property of the 
Town Commissioners. 

38. Paving and flagging, £22 4s. S cl. ? — We spent 
that. We get a certain amount from the Grand Jury. 
Sometimes not. 

39. Last year you got towards flagging, <fec., from 
the Grand Jury £55, and you expended £22 4s. 8 d. 
Have you the residue in hands to account for ? — Yes. 

40. By whom are the streets cleaned ? — The Com- 
missioners have it done by a contractor, under public 
tender every year. 

41. What office vs have the Commissioners and at 
what salaries ? — I am town clerk at £45 a year, there 
is a craner at £36. The remaining items in the 
auditor’s report are made up of small sums paid to 
the gate-keepers, pig inspector, bellman, &c., making 
altogether £107 15s. 4c7.' 

42. Are the printing and advertising done by- 
contract? — They were done by contract until this 
year. The £8 5s. in last account was a contract. 

43. I see in the account rent and taxes £102 10s. 5 d. 
What do they consist of? — The rent of the town hall, 
market place, and fail - green, county cess, and poor 
rate. 


44. "What is the rent of the town hall? ,£20 Is, 

a year for the town hall and market place. 

45. Stationery, £5 18s. 6t7. Is that for the town 
clerk’s office? — Yes. 

46. Weights and measures £2 15s. What is that 
paid for ? — That is what the Commissioners paid for 
having the weights adjusted which are used in the 
public markets. 

47. How is the town lighted ? — By a private com- 
pany. 

48. Do yon pay by meter or lamp ? — We pay £3 
a lamp and keep them in repair. 

49. How many lamps have you got ? — Twenty-five. 

50. Whose property are the lamps? — The Town 
Commissioners. 

51. How long are the lamps kept lighting each 
year? — From the 15th September to 15tli April. 

52. For how many hours? — They are lit at sun- 
set each night, five are left lighting all night and the 
others are extinguished at eleven o’clock. 

53. Is thex - e any complaint as far as you know on 
the part of the inhabitants that the lighting is not 
sufficient ?— I don’t hear any complaints. 

54. Have you considered whether it would not he 
cheaper to light by meter than by lamp? — No. 

55. What is charged to private consumers per 
1,000 cubic feet? — 7 s. 6 d. 

56. Is the £32 15s. 6 d. charged in last account, 
about the average cost of repairing the lamps ? — No. 

I think it is more than usual. We got new lamps. 
It was more last year in consequence of the number 
of new lamps that had to be bought. 

57. Was it in consequence of your increasing the 
number of lamps that you got the new ones ? — No, 
the old ones got so bad that wo had to renew them. 

58. How is it that your item for fuel is so large. 
£7 10s. 2d. ? — We keep fires in two rooms of the 
town hall. 

59. How often do the Commissioners meet ? — Once 
a month. There is a news-room and it is supplied 
with this fuel. 

60. By whom is the news-room used? — It Is used 
by the Town Commissioners and the townspeople. 

61. Are the gas and fuel used in that room charged 
for ? — The Gas Company supplies the light gratis to 
the town hall for the accommodation of the people of 
the town. 

62. Do the people pay any rent for the use of 
this room ? — They do not. 

63. Expenditure in connexion with fail's, £22 3s. 
What is that expenditure? — The wages of the meu 
employed at the fairs and getting up pens on the 
fair-green. 

64. Are these for the monthly fairs? — For the 
October fail - — the principal fair we have in the year— 
we haven’t a monthly fair. 

65. This mortgage you paid off. What was the 
amount of the mortgage originally? — I cannot say 
what the original amount was but the balance was 
£679 7s. 

66. £647 was the principal due last year, and the 
difference between that and £679 was for interest 
I suppose 1 — Yes. 

67. Is there no mortgage now on the property of 
the Town Commissioners? — No. 

68. Can you tell me when that mortgage was 
originally contracted and what was the amount of the 
original mortgage? — It was contracted, I suppose, 
twelve or thirteen years ago. 

69. What for ?— The building of the town hall. It 
was the money due Mr. Egan for flagging the streets 
and building the town hall. He took a mortgage loi 
the amount which was ultimately paid off. 

70. Have you any debt now on the town? bo, 

there is no debt wliatevei - . ... 

71. Wbat were the sundries £24 3s. 4c7. ? A 11 
small items of expenditure on town hall, &c. 

72. £3 3s. paid to Mr. Hoclie, the late town clerk', 
for attending at a contested election of Town Commis- 
sioners ? — Yes ; he was paid that sum. 
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73. Is there any other sum in connexion with elec- 
tions? — No. 

74. That leaves a balance due by the treasurer of 
£1 15s. 9d, ?— Yes. 

75. Who is your treasurer? — The National Bank. 

76. How are the moneys for the tolls paid, monthly, 
quarterly, or in advance? — They are paid by bills. 
The toll farmer gives one bill first for £200, and the 
balance in five equal bills. He first gives a bill at a 
month for £200, and when that becomes due it is paid up. 

77. Do the Commissioners discount the whole of the 
bills together, or are they discounted as they, are 
wanted ? — They are all passed into the bank and the 
Commissioners draw against them. 

78. Do the Commissioners interfere in the markets 
at all ? — No ; the toll farmer has the entire control 
of them. 


79. Have the Commissioners any tiling to say to the To am. 

butchers’ stalls ? — They receive the rents. Mag m. i»<>- 

SO. Have you any receipts of any kind except these 
tolls ? — Nothing except the tolls, fines, and dog-tax. Lyons. 

81. Are you an urban sanitaiy authority? — No. 

82. Have you a sanitary officer at all — even an in- 
spector of nuisances? — No. 

S3. Do the rural sanitary authority attend to the sani- 
tary condition of the town? — Well they are doing some- 
thing to it at present. They are cleaning up the sewers. 

84. How is the town off for sewerage ? — I think 
there are pretty good sewers in the town. 

S5. Have you got a fair-green here now ? — We have. 

86. Are the fairs of the town held on the fair- 
green? — They are. On the present fair-green the first 
fail - was held last week. Previous to that the fail's 
were held on the old fair-green. 


Mr. William Gannon examined. 


57. Mr. Exham. — You are, 1 understand, chairman 
of the Town Commissioners ? — I am. I was elected a 
Town Commissioner in 1843, and have been one ever 
since. I was, during that time, ten or twelve times 
elected chairman. 

58. The town clerk has down £45 2s. 9 d. for flag- 
gin" which does not correspond with the auditor's last 
accouut, which gives it at £22 4s. S cl. after deducting 
cheque in favour of Mr. Egan, £22 18s. Id. Do you 
happen to know anything of that cheque to Mr. Egan ? 

I remember some conversation about that. I think 

£45 was paid to Mr. Kenny, the 1 ' other contractor. 
This cheque was drawn by Mr. lloche, the late town 
clerk. Mr. Shine was chairman that year. I cannot 
exactly explain how it occurred. I believe the flag- 
ging done by Egan was £22 ; the other end of 
the town was flagged by a man named Kenny for £20 
odd. My memory is that Egan’s flagging was in 
Bishop’s-street, outside the palace wall, and that there 
was another piece of flagging done outside the railway 
station by Kenny. We got an allowance from the 
county upon each of these flaggings. £5 was stopped by 
the county surveyor in each case on aceolmt. Kenny 
was paid, but there is still a small balance due to 
Egan. Previous to our getting anything from the 
county we had paid the contractor. Kenny’s contract 
was originally £80. We got £00 from the county al- 
together. 

89. How much did you expend in 1S75 ? — £81 
14s. Id. 

90. You expended £171 in flagging altogethei', and 
you got back £55 ? — W e seldom ask more than one- 
lialf from the county. 

91. How many Town Commissioners are there now ? 
— There ought to be fifteen, but Mr. Cloran’s seat lias 
not been filled. 

92. Were there fifteen in November last? — No, 
there were not. There were fom-teen in November. 
There was some seat not filled. The seat of Mr. F. B. 
Burke is still vacant. There were fourteen in Novem- 
ber, but Mr. Shine, Mr. Michael Cloran, and Mi - . 
Burke never attended. In point of fact there are only 
eleven now. 

93. When was the town hall built ? — I think it was 
in 1856. Mr. Egan, the contractor, built it. There 
was no regular form gone through, and the cost was 
paid to him by instalments. 

94. Was the last instalment what was paid off last 
year ? — No, that was a judgment. That debt was con- 
tracted when the town was under the 9th Geo. IV. 
for flagging. Mr. Egan got a bond for the amount 
and a mortgage upon the tolls and customs winch the 
Lords of the Treasury approved of. 

95. Can you tell me how much that was for '1 — 
£630 odd. 

96. Do you recollect the date of that? — I think 
somewhere about the year 1850, and it was partly ex- 
pended on the flagging of the town. 

97. You were under the Act of 9th Geo. IV., cap. 
82, -until you adopted *the Towns Improvement Act ? 


— Yes. Therewasa short period between the dropping 
out of the Act of Geo. IV. and the adoption of the 
Towns Improvement Act. The town dropped itself 
out of the Act. For about three months it was prac- 
tically without any government at all. 

98. Was that the only mortgage that was ever on 
the tolls ? — Yes. 

99. The tolls this year are considerably less than 
last year ? — I thought the rise last year was a little in 
excess. J am never satisfied at getting less than £650, 
but £700 odd was a little more than I would expect 
for them. 

100. I see the gentleman who had the tolls is claim- 
ing compensation for the loss he sustained on the letting 
of last year ? — No ; that is for the year before. His 
loss then was on account of the small-pox last May 
two years. 

101. In your opinion is the Sanitary Act carried 
out fully and efficiently in the town by the Guardians i 
— I don’t think it is within the power of the Board of 
Guardians to carry it out satisfactorily, because of the 
knocking about the officers get. First and foremost 
the sub-sanitary officer will have his attention exiled 
to a nuisance, and he then I'epoxds to the sanitaxy offi- 
cex', who again reports to the board — but all this time 
the nuisance is unabated. From the time the com- 
plaint is nxade in the first instance uixtil the report 
reaches the Board of Guardians and an oi'dev made 
upon it, fully a month intervenes ; and during the 
entire of that time, what may be a dangerous nuisance 
is going on. That is the reason, I think, and a great 
maxxy of the Comnxissionei's agx'ee with me, that the 
sanitary hoax'd should have a sox't of magisterial autho- 
rity to enable them to deal with those saxxitaxy cases. 

. Unless these nuisances are dealt with promptly they 
become a festering sore, and great iixjxuy is done be- 
fore they are grappled with. 

102. Are there many nuisances in the town which 
you think ought to be abated 1 — W ell, no. There are 
some houses which have no water-closets, and thei’e 
are some yax-ds without drains connecting them with 
the main sewex's. 

103. Are you satisfied with the way in which the 
provisions of the Sanitary Act of 1874 have been 
carried out? — I think the Board of Guai'dians are 
doing as much as they can, but there ax-e great diffi- 
culties in their way. 

104. How is the town sewex'ed ? — Well, professional 
gentlemen might take exception to the way in which 
the sewers are made, but I think the sewerage is very 
fair'. The sewers are run into the river below the place 
from which the inhabitants take water from tbe river. 

105. Have the poorer dasses any pxivies at all? — 
Well, they inhabit the rural parts of the town — they 
live principally in the outlying pax-ts, and they have all 
small gardens and places of that kind. 

106. Have the poorer classes any px'ivies connected 
with their habitations ? — In the middle of the town 
there are two or three houses which have not only no 
water-dosets or privies, hut no back-yards or back- 

Z 2 
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doors, and tlie night-soil is emptied into the street 
sewer which creates a very great annoyance. This we 
find impossible to check. 

107. Are thei-e many houses, independently of those 
two or three, similarly circumstanced ? — There is one 
in Vicar-street and two in Shop-street, and three in 
High-street. 

108. In the places where they have small yards have 
they also privies! — My impression is that they have 
not. 

109. Do they throw their night-soil into the street 1 
— No ; they empty it into their own yards. The fact 
is, in Tuam we have a large supply of peat, and the 
parties empty their night-soil into the yard and cover 
it over with turf-mould which acts us a corrective. 


The people use the turf-mould and mix it up with their 
manure, which acts, ns I have said, as a corrective. 

110. Do you think it would be advisable or bene- 
ficial to have the roads placed under your management 

and control instead of that of the Grand Jury ! X 

not. I think it would create a necessity for additional 
expenditure. I do not find any fault with the wav- 
in which the roads are at present kept by the Grand 
Jury, but I think they might be made better. None 
of the roads are high enough iu the middle to throw 
off the water. That subject was spoken of in conver- 
sation amongst the Commissioners, hut no action was 
ever taken upon it. The streets hers are very narrow, 
and the work on them is very great, so that the con- 
tractor must he continually at them. 


Mr. William 
Ff rent'll 
Henderson. 


Mr. "William Ffrencu Henderson examined. 


111. Mr. Exham. — Do you live in the town 1 — Yes. 
I am a solicitor living in the town, and was formerly 
a Town Commissioner. 

112. Do you desire to give evidence upon any points 
touching tlie subject-matter of our inquiry I — All I 
have to give evidence about is with regal'd to the 
sewerage of the town, and its general management. I 
object strongly to the way in which the sanitary ar- 
rangements of the town are earned out, and I think 
there are many changes which are imperatively de- 
manded. For instance, tlie small shopkeepers are 
allowed to keep manure in their yards all the year 
round, which they sell in the spring, or put out on 
small crops themselves when they can get conacre. 

113. Is that detrimental to the health of the entire 
community! — Yes, very much so; they collect the 
filth of their own houses in their yards, and keep it 
for several months to send it out as manure. 

114. Are there many houses in that condition in 
Tuam 1 — A very large number not immediately within 
the heart of the town, but within the municipal area. 
I have no difficulty in saying there are over 200 houses 
in Tuam iu that condition — in fact almost everybody 
does it, and I think I might double the number. Re- 
ferring to what Mr. Gannon has been speaking of, I 
may mention there are two houses next the town clerk’s, 
and the night-soil from them is thrown into the grat- 
ings over the street sewer which is most disgusting. 
Those two houses have neither privies nor yards, and 
they are in the most respectable part of the town. 

115. Are there any other houses iu the town in tlie 
same way 1 — I don’t know of any others in the same 
condition ; but there is a sewer in Bishop-street in a 
shocking condition, and I believe it is to be remedied. 
It is at Frazer's-lane, going up to the cathedral, and tlie 
wonder is that the entire congregation have not got 
typhoid fever. There are no stench-traps at all on it, 
and the spot you would avoid as a plague. 

116. Are there many houses about it ! — It is 
thronged with houses. 

117. Is there any other matter to which you wish 
to call attention ? — Yes. After the fairs the scaveng- 
ing is not attended to with sufficient rapidity — they do 
not get sufficient assistants to clear away the manure of 
the fail'. The m an who has the scavenging contract gets 
the manure of the fail's, and he tikes it off -the streets in 
places near the fail- ground, and leaves the other parts 
neglected. 

118. Your ground of .complaint is that it is not 
taken away quickly enough 1 — Yes. The only other 
matter which I have to mention is what is called here 
a “ craze” of mine — that is the water supply. 

119. How is the water supplied to the town 1 — The 
spring water is supplied by. what are called-the “ Priest’s 
Well” and the “ Abbey Trinity Well.” The Priest’s 
Well is frequently dry in the summer, and causes 
almost a famine for spring water. Now the water for 
general purposes is supplied by the River Nanny that 
rises at the Curragh, about an, English mile from Tuam. 
Until very recently at its head there was a privy from 
the factory — the Reel and Bobbin Factory— which 
discharged into it. The river then runs down to what 


is called the Big Bridge at Bishop-street. There is a 
sewer running through the eye of the bridge into the 
river there. On the other side of the bridge — the 
town side— horses and cattle are watered there — hi 
fact all the animals coming from that side of the country 
to the fail's are watered at that place. 

1 20. Is that the end at which the river enters tlie 
town ! — Yes. There is luiiilly any water taken by the 
general public at the up-sule of the Big Bridge at 
Bishop-street. The river then flows through the de- 
mesne of the Protestant Bishop. Sheep are washed in 
his lordship’s farm-yard, and not alone his own sheep 
but the sheep of the general public are allowed to lie 
washed there. His lordship is a very courteous pre- 
late. I am informed, and have no doubt of it, that 
the privy in his lordship’s farm-yard is cleansed by 
this river, and the sewage of the Palace — a very large 
house — is brought into a cesspool quite close to the 
river. I have it from a gentleman of very great ex- 
perience that it was nearly impossible to prevent the 
sewage matter oozing from the cesspool into the river. 

121. Is there an overflow from it! — I don’t think 
there Is. Then the river turns the Big Mill, and a 
great portion of the water supply of the town is got at 
the town side of the Big Mill, and before the river 
reaches the Big Bridge. Until recently cattle were 
watered there, but I believe that is stopped now. The 
sewage of the mill goes into the river, and there is a 
drain from the brewery of Mr. Charles Blake which 
discharges into the river at that very spot from which 
the water is principally taken. That is at the up- 
side of the bridge. It is not sewage that runs from 
Mr. Blake’s brewery, but water after being used, which 
must, of course, pollute the river more or less. There 
is a good deal of water taken at the down side of the 
Little Mill by the general public — water of the same 
river. I myself constantly saw people taking it with 
cans and donkey carts and casks on them. During its 
course through the town it' is used whenever the 
people can get at it. 

122. With the exception of the two wells you have 
mentioned, are there any other public wells in the 
town 1 — There is only one other well that I know of 
for public purposes. There- is one other very sub- 
stantial objection that I have to the present water 
supply here. At the other side of Bishop-street-bridge, 
where the water widens and creates a sort of dam, I 
see women beetling their dirty clothes in the river. 
The same thing goes on between the Big Bridge at 
Shop-street and the Big Mill. I have seen it myself 
thousands of times. 

123. Do they still wash' clothes at the other side of 
Bishop-street-bridge before the water comes into the 
town at all ! — I believe they are doing it there at the 
pi-esent moment. There is another very serious thing 
about the water supply. There is a little stream called 
the River Peak, which runs into the River Nanny 
at the town side of the Big Bridge at Bishop-street. 
Between the Big Bridge and the entrance to Bishop 
Bernard’s demesne the Peak skirts nearly all the 
houses at the back of Bishop-street. These are all 
very small cabins. That stream 'is dry all the summer. 
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I believe there is not a privy in the whole of Bishop- 
street from the Big Bridge up. There is an arch close 
beside Bishop-street, just before the Peak joins the 
Nanny, and dead dogs and cats are pitched in there. 
I have never followed up the track of the liver myself, 
but under the arch where the Peak comes into the 
Nanny I have seen the dead dogs and cats, and I have 
seen the river for some yards above the arch, and in 
the summer I think it is the filthiest place on the 
habitable earth. I have heard that it is a general 
privy for that part of the town, and then when there is 
heavy fall of rain it is flushed, and all the filth is 
carried into the Nanny, and thus gives au artificial 
tone and body to the water at the Big Bridge. 

124. Has there been any suggestion made or any 
action taken by the Town Commissioners with regard 
to getting a proper supply for the town ? — I was a 
Town Commissioner. I became a Commissioner some 
seven or eight years ago in order to try and get a 
water supply. They were all favourable to it. We 
found that the taxation would run in this way — 
houses taking water would be charged Is. in the 
pound, and houses not taking the water 3 d. That 
would enable us to get a good supply. My friend Sir. 
Concannon, a solicitor in the town, has a large pro- 
perty here — a good portion of which is cabin pro- 
perty — and I understood that he would object to this, 
because these tenants of his would not he able to get 
in the water, and I freely acknowledge that he could 
hardly get the M. out of them ; and he had such in- 
fluence here that I knew it was quite impossible to 
carry out the scheme for getting the water supply. 
The question was renewed in IS 76, and Messrs. 


Coiton and Townsend, of Galway, gave me an estimate Team. 
of the cost, and it is quite possible we would have May i«, is", 
been able to get the water when this unfortunate Mr Wil]iam 
question about the fair-green turned up ; but now that Ff renc h 
it is settled we may look forwavd to getting a proper Henderson, 
water supply. 

125. Have you a good supply of water in the river ? 

— Well, the river is very shallow here. 

126. Are the Guardians doing anything at all to 
improve the sanitary state of the town 1 — 1 agree with 
Mr. Gaunon that the Sanitary Act of 1S74 is prac- 
tically inoperative. 

127. Have you anything to say as to the lighting of 
the town! — Nothing could be better than the lighting 
of the town ; it is better than Dublin. There is just 
one other matter, and then I have done. The Guar- 
dians, as the sanitary authority, have recommended 
that there should be a new graveyard. The old grave- 
yard is very much overcrowded, and it is in the centre 
of the town. It is several feet higher than the roads 
around it. It has been a graveyard for centimes. 

The medical officer of the union, Dr. Thomas Blake 
Turner, recommended that it should be closed, but no 
action lias been taken upon it for the last two years, and 
to the astonishment of everyone nothing has been done. 

128. Is the present condition of the graveyard 
dangerous to the health of the people ? — I believe it is, 
although I have heard Mr. Gannon say there are no 
healthier people than those who live about it. 

129. Were the waters of those two wells analyzed ? 

— I don’t think they have been. There might be the 
chance of pollution at the Abbey Well, but there could 
he no pollution at the Priest’s Well. 


Mr. Michael F. 

130. Mi-. Exham. — A re you a ratepayer here? — I am. 

131. I understand you wish to give evidence with 
regard to some complaint you have to make? — Yes. 
What I have to complain of is that “ standings” are 
allowed to be placed opposite my door and that I can 
get no redress from the Town Commissioners. 

132. What “standings” do they allow to remain 
•;n the public streets? — Vendors’ — applewomen, women 
selling confectionery ; and if 1 threaten to remove them 
I am abused. The police will do nothing for me ntu- 
tlie Town Commissioners. This thing occurs twice a 
week, but principally on Saturdays. 

133. Do these people claim the right to keep 
“ standings ” there ? — I don’t see how they can claim 
the right to close up my door and stop my business. 
Sly business has suffered greatly by it, a carriage or 
car could not come up to my door on these days. 

134. Did you apply to the police? — The police say 
tlie Town Commissioners are the parties to prosecute. 


ahy examined. Mr. Michael 

On the opposite side- of the street is the town hall, 
and it is a thoroughfare to the new fair-green and 
Ulster Bank. All I require is that if a carriage or 
car comes up to my door I should have room for it. 

I made repeated attempts to get this nuisance removed. 

Mr. Gannon and Mr. Henderson said it was impossible 
to do so unless they had by-laws. An attempt was 
made to get by-laws and that was cushioned. I don’t 
know what became of the movement. I have also to 
complain of the imperfect system they have of weighing 
in then- markets. I have freqiiently found mistakes. 

Notes are issued at the weighing machine and what 
would he returned as nineteen stone in tlie morning 
would he given in the evening as twenty-two stone. 

If I go into the market and buy something, by and by 
a fellow will come with a number of chalk marks on 
his hat and point to one of them and say “ that is 
yours” and upon that I must pay him whether rightly 
or wrongly. I think it is a most abominable system. 


Mr. Gammon re-examined. 


135. Mr. Exham. — What have ydu to say in reply 
to those statements ? — I have to say in the first place 
as regards the'markets Mr. Fahy is connecting an old 
habit with the present system. It is not at all now, 
that thing of chalking' marks on the hat. 

136. Have you a weighmaster? — We have one. 

137. I know by the report of the Commissioners of 
1835, that there was a weighmaster under the statute 
of Anne, and that there was a cranemaster which the 
Commissioners of 1S35 condemned. Have you only 
one weighmaster now? — Yes. 

138. Does he weigh everything that is brought into 
the market ? — He does. 

139. Is the man who has the tolls of the markets 
the weighmaster ? — No. In the old Corporation times 
the toll farmer had the management of all the weighing 
and everything of the kind and he appointed people 
for weighing. The Commissioners under the 9th Geo. 
IV., appointed what you call a “craner.” Previous 
to that the Commissioners had a supervisor over all 
the weights of the town, but now the weights are 
adjusted by the police. 


140. Assuming tlie weights to be correct, is it not 
your man weighs? — Yes. 

141. Upon his weighing does the toll farmer get 
his toll? — Yes. 

142. What check is there at all on the part of tlie 
public as regards this weighmaster? — I don’t know 
except that they can see their goods weighed. 

143. Does he give a private docket of what he 
weighs? — He does of potatoes. There is nothing to 
prevent the owner of the things from seeing what is 
done. The man who sells or buys can see what is 
done at the crane and at the scales. 

144. Is it the same man who weighs the things in 
the open market who also weighs inside at the machine? 

It is. On market days he gets assistance but it is 

he that ought to give out all the dockets. 

145. Did you hear what Mr. Fahy said about the 
man going about with the weight chalked upon his 
hat? — Tli at has been done away with for years. 

146. Is there a block kept — the counterpart of the 
dockets? — There is a book kept atthe weighing machine, 
but in the other cases there is merely a docket issued 
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Tuam. and no blocks are kept for them. The printed docket 
May ic, 1877. is given for other things weighed — not at the machine, 
' — and the weighmaster is responsible for them to the 

Mr. Gannon. p U y er anc i se ll e r — either of whom can make his com- 
plaint if he have cause to do so. I have had over and 
over again complaints made to me, and as chairman 
I have had to go and see them corrected. Some of 
the complaints were well founded and some of them 
not. 

147. Are those complaints numerous? — I would not 
say they are numerous — they are more numerous than 
I would wish them to be, but they are not very general. 
When you take into account the number of packages 
weighed there, and that you sometimes have complaints 
only once a week or once a month, I think no one can 
fairly complain. 

14S. As far as you can say have the causes of those 
complaints been the result of the hurry of business, 
and fairly attributable to that ? — I don’t think I would 
charge corruption, although I have often threatened 
the men with dismissal if they were not more parti- 
cular. 

149. Would you say it was merely the result of 
carelessness ? — It is often, and if it is a cold or wet 
day the man takes a little drop to drink, which is often 
the cause of the mistakes. 

150. Is it done in the interest or favour of the 
toll farmer ? — It would not affect the toll farmer. It 
is only by the article he is paid. 

151. Is there a schedule of tolls prescribed by the 
Commissioners for each article, and is the toll farmer 
not allowed to charge more than that? — Yes, the 
schedule is printed and posted np. The Commis- 

• sioners reduced the tolls eighteen years ago. They 
reduced the toll on small parcels, and left it as it was 
on large ones. 

152. Since you reduced the tariff of tolls in the 
markets have the amounts increased ? — They have. I 
would not say the tolls of the markets have in- 
creased, but the tolls of the fairs are set at a larger 
rent. The old Corporation used to set them on the 
29th September, that was the day on which the 
sovereign was elected, and we continued that day. We 
set them by tender, and invariably give them to the 
highest tender. There is a lease made for the year, 
and bills are taken for payment of the instalments. 
The first bill is paid on the 20th October. The 
toll farmer gets as much by the fairs that day as navs 
the hill. 

153. Does he give any security ? — Yes, two sureties. 
The amount is divided into bills, and the joint and 
several notes of the toll farmer and two sureties taken. 
They are all indorsed by the Chairman and put into 
the bank, and the Commissioners can draw upon them 
as they want the money. 

154. Did you ever want accommodation from the 
hank ? — Not for the last few years, but previously we 
did. About 1843 we had not a penny at all for two 
or three years. 

155. What do you say about this complaint of Mr. 
Fahy’s in reference to the standings? — Thei-e is a 
difficulty in dealing with those people. From time 
immemorial they have had apple “standings,” and 
there is upon the schedule a certain sum that they 
must pay for the privilege. 

156. Do you mean to say that on the schedule board 
a right is set forth for these people to have “ standings ” 
on the public streets ?— They have. All the fairs and 
markets were held in the streets until the Commis- 
sioners got up the potato-market, &c. 

157. How did the Commissioners persuade the 
people to remove the fairs to the fair-green? — They 

. got them to do so by mutual consent. The old Cor- 
poration had tried it and failed. The Commissioners got 
the old fair-green and the people of the town con- 
sented (some of them wanted to have the fair on the 
. streets), and we got the farmers to consent, and the 

archbishop gave us a field, but no tents were to be 
put up, and it was on that condition the townspeople 
consented to the fair being removed. 


158. What is your opinion as to having the “ stand- 
ings ” of these apple women on the public streets ?— 
It is a great annoyance. 

159. Would it not be most desirable to get rid of 
it ? — Yes. V ery many of the people who have got the 
right are most disagreeable, but we cannot do anything 
with them, and the police won’t and do not think ther 
can interfere. 

160. However, it is your opinion that it is most 
desirable if it can be done that it should he put a ston 
to? — It is. Mr. Henderson wanted at one time :l> 
have by-laws, and was going to take the matter up, 
but I thought that should be done by our own soli- 
citor. 

Mr. Henderson. — I did not know before why rev 
action in the matter was stopped. 

Witness. — I was very anxious to get rid of these 
standings, but our patent contains all these tliinss. 
Chief Justice Monahan and Master Fitzgibbongaveit 
as their opinion that we had our markets by prescrip- 
tive right, and that we could not enforce by-laws 
against these people. We could not get a market-place 
for corn, which is still sold in the streets, and we had 
great difficulty in getting a fisli-market. 

161. What do you say about the water supply? — 
The water supply of Tuam would be as good as could 
be if it were not impregnated with impurities in its 
progress through the town. In Bishop-street there 
is a place where horses are taken hr to water occasion- 
ally, and the place that Mr. Henderson speaks of is a 
washing place, but it is outside the town. Thebridgcs are 
within the town, and the river runs through the palace 
grounds. Now I don’t think the Peak river is at alt 
as bad as it is described. I don’t think it is a recep- 
tacle for nuisance, or for dead eats and dogs, as Mr. 
Henderson says. It is walled i n by a wall three or four 
feet high. There is a gap in it near the Ctu-ragh gate, 
hut there is a parapet wall three feet high, and it is 
about seven feet on the road side. Dogs were thrown 
into the river Nanny a number of years ago, but my 
attention was called to it and I put a stop to it. 

162. Mr. Exham. — Does Mr. Henderson say that 
this water is used for drinking purposes ? 

Mr. Henderson. — Anyone wlio can afford to send 
to the spring wells does not think it. Yon must pay 
for the water being carried to your house, hut the poor 
people take and drink the water from the river. 

I I'itness. — There is a continuous flow of water to the 
Nanny, and these matters are all carried away. Except 
in t-liis place that Mr. Henderson speaks of, at Bishop- 
street, there are no impregnations at all, save and 
except at the upper bridge. All that cabin property 
that he speaks of as having their sewage matter flow- 
ing into the river, that is all carried away when there 
is a flush of water. With regard to the pollution 
at the river’s source by the Bobbin factory, that was 
stopped a couple of years ago : the factory adopted a 
plan to get rid of their sewage without running it into 
the river. 

163. Did you ever get the water of the wells ana- 
lyzed? — I don’t recollect that it was, but while the 
Town Commissioners had the management of them we 
got all of them cleaned out. Now that is all done by 
the Board of Guardians. There is the mill-dam at the 
big bridge, at Shop-street, which gets covered with 
weeds, and that we had cleaned every year. The place 
where the people used to wash was removed a few 
years ago much lower on the river, and the regular 
place for watering cattle was also removed. The rule 
is, that everything should he washed at the lower end 
of the town, where the water goes off into the country. 
The Bishop-street people wash there still ; the clothes 
are not washed, but merely rinsed ; the soap is rinsed 
out of them. 

164. Are the Board of Guardians taking any steps 
to get a good water supply? — Although a guardian 
myself, I cannot say ; but I don’t think they are. 

165. Don’t you think it would be desirable to have 
a supply of good water ? — I am very much in favour 
of having a water supply, but I have been always 
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anxious to get a company to take the matter up, and 
raise part of the capital, in order to guard against job- 
1 .ing by influential ] nxrties. I obj ect to the Town Com- 
missioners having the exclusive control of it. If a 
company raised one-half of the capital, and the Com- 
missioners provided the other half, yon would have a 
guarantee against any trickeiy or scheming ; but if the 
Commissioners have the entire control, you could not 
■mard against trickery and scheming. 

" 166. At present you levy no rates ? — No. We had 
. very hard battle to fight against the old Town Com- 
missioners, and we never would have been able to carry 
the day only we gave the people a pledge that we would 
never levy a rate ; therefore, I never could he for levy- 
ing a rate. 

107. You should tell the people that the Commis- 
sioners are subject to the law, and that it is for the 
benefit of the people to have a good water supply, and 
probably they would then submit to a water rate ? — 
Some of the Commissioners thought it would be a good 
thing to clear off the mortgage, and afterwards to raise 
•i sum of money to establish waterworks. We had not 
sufficient to pay off the mortgage, but the bank; honoured 
our cheque for the apiount, leaving us at the wrong 
side for £200 or £300. On the 1st November, 1875, 
we had no money to our credit in the bank, but they 
told us they would honour our cheque to pay oft’ the 
mortgage, and they never charged us one shilling inte- 
rest. When we are out of debt we will have money 
then to go on with the waterworks. 

1G8. What do you say with regard to this grave- 
yard ? — I was always an advocate for getting a new 
graveyard ; not for closing the present one, as I should 
preserve the rights of those who have burial-grounds, 
such as the present one, but I am entirely in favour of 
getting a new graveyard for the town. There are a 
great many of the inhabitants of the new town who 
have uo rights of burial iu the present graveyard. 'I 
did say, when they were all making a mountain out of 
a molehill, that I knew people living in the neighbour- 
hood of die graveyard who were ninety years of age, 
and that, therefore, it could not be as pernicious to 
health as was described. But I have always been 
anxious to get a new graveyard. The Commissioners, 
twenty-five years ago, tried to get a graveyard ; they 
almost went on their knees to Bishop Plunket to get 
cue, but could not succeed. The Guardians have not 
the power of levying a rate inside the municipality for 
a graveyard, and the Commissioners could uot levy it 
outside the town • and I am opposed to have the town 
saddled with the whole cost of a graveyard. 

169. Do you consider the graveyard in its present 
■condition overcrowded, and injurious to health? — I 
think it is overcrowded, but I won’t say injurious to 
health. Five years ago I had, unfortunately, to open 
a grave, and I found the bottom of it as sound as could 
l>e. 

170. What is the condition of the graveyard on the 
whole? — Somegentlemen heresay there are some graves 
with barely four inches of earth over the cofiin. I 
believe there are parts of the graveyard where graves 
could not be made with more than a foot of covering 
over the cofiin ; some places with about two and a half, 
•and some with not more than half a foot. A couple 
of years ago there were some- men employed on the 
Galway side of the graveyard, at the wall, and they 
complained that they could hardly work from the offen- 
sive smell there was there, and that it sickened them. 

171. The old fair-green fell out of lease, and you got 
a uew fair-green ? — There never was a lease of the old 
fair-green, for we were only tenants to the archbishop 
and college authorities from year to year. We could 
not get a place for a fair-green on this side of the 
town. 

172. Have you anything to say with regard to the 
municipal boundaries? — Our boundaries are most 
absurd. They do not take in the workhouse, and the 
boundary runs through a field at Parkjnore House, in 
fact you would say the line of the boundary was struck 
without regard to any fixed principle. It was in con- 


sequence of the boundary being so limited in this Tuam. 
direction that we could not go out far enough on this May ic, 1*77. 
side for a fair-green. Mr (; amlon 

173. How long has the present boundary been in 
existence ? — Since 1856. I struck out myself a bound- 
ary for the Town Commissioners, which was not fully 
a statute mile from the centre of the town to any given 
place, and it could be narrowed to one-half of that. 

174. Did you say it was impossible to get a suitable 
green at this end of the town I — Oh, it was. 

175. Was there not some litigation about getting a 
fair-green ? — There was. 

176. Have you got one now? — We have. There 
was a good deal of trouble before a site could be fixed 
upon. One party said it would take away their busi- 
ness from one side of the town to the other, and an- 
other party was opposed to having the cattle driven 
through the town so much. It was found very hard 
to get a place to please everybody. 

177. Are you satisfied with the way in which the 
town is lighted ? — Yes. 

178. Do you agree with Mr. Henderson as to the 
condition of the sewers 1 — He mentioned one particu- 
larly at a huie near the cathedral ? — Doctor Turner and 
I visited that place. There was no stench-trap there. 

We got stench-traps, but they are almost useless unless 
you have water iu them. Every year the Commis- 
sioners cleanse the sewers. 

179. Who looks after the laneways? — The Grand 
Jury give 6 d. a perch for the laues to the contractor, 
and the Commissioners supplement that by some small 
sum. We have a scavenger who sweeps the streets 
and cleanses the lanes besides, and he gets £40 a year. 

180. Does he do that to your satisfaction? — Well, 

I have had to complain of him. The streets on Sundays 
are dirty, hut that is iu consequence of the Saturday 
markets, which are not over until very late in the 
evening, and there is not time for the contractor to 
clean them. After nine o’clock on Sunday morning 
the police won’t allow the contractor’s men to cleanse 
the streets ; they will summon them for breach of 
the Sabbath law, and the dirt is, therefore, allowed to 
remain on the streets all day on Sunday. In the 
summer time the streets are not so bad as in winter. 

The markets are always held on Saturdays. 

181. Then in that respect the lanes are better off 
than the principal streets ? — W ell, they ought to be, 
but I don’t think there is very much difference between 
them. The lane leading up to the church, and the 
street leading up to the cathedral are better looked 
after than perhaps other parts of the town. 

182. Do you agree with Mr. Henderson that there 
are a couple of hundred houses within the municipal 
area where they have yards, and in which the stuff' is 
collected, from one period of the year to the other, when 
it is either utilized by being used as manure on con- 
acre or sold ? — I go further than Mr. Henderson, and 
say it is the practice all over the town. 

183. Have the Guardians ever done anything about 
that ? — I don’t think they have. 

184. Surely everyone must know that this stuff is 
being collected in the yards, and that it is festering in 
the summer ? — I don’t think there is much of it in the 
summer — it is carried away before that. 

185. In these houses, I suppose, there would be 
seven or eight people, and their filth alone every day 
would soon accumulate aud make a large quantity ? — 

As I said before, it is greatly corrected by being mixed 
with this turf-mould when emptying it into their 
ashpits. 

186. You have heard several gentlemen speaking of 
the state of the yards to those houses ? — Those same 
gentlemen don’t clean their own yards. 

Mr. Henderson . — I know I do. 

187. Mr. Exham. — Are the Guardians doing any- 
thing to remedy this state of things ? — I don’t know as 
to that. 

188. Is this sort of thing prejudicial to the public 
health ? — Oh, I don’t say anything as to that. I know 
Tuam is as healthy a town as any in Ireland. 
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Toam. 
Hay 1 g, 1S77. 

Mr. K<lm uni! • 
John 

Com an non. 


Mr. Edmund John Concannon examined. 


189. Mr. Exham. — Do yon know tins Peak River 
where it joins the Nanny ? — I do. It is as described 
by Mr. Henderson, used by a great many people in 
Bishop-street as a “necessary ” in the summer. 

190. In the winter do they throw the stuff into the 
stream ? — I don’t know what they do with it then. 

191. Have you anything to say as to the water 
supply? — I know my father and Mr. Cloran will 
oppose getting a water supply, and levying a rate for 
the purpose. 

Mr. Gannon . — Mr. Cloran will not. 

Witness. — Mr. Straffan will, and they are the prin- 
cipal owners of small property in the town. 

192. Are dogs and cats thrown into the river Peak ? 
— They are. 

193. Is there any debt due by the Commissioners? 
— There is £400 due as law costs. There is £120 due 
to my father as rent for the new fair-green. 

Mr. Gannon. — As chairman of the Commissioners 
I had. my reasons for not saying whether we were in 
or out of debt. The costs will speak for themselves. 
But for this unfortunate lawsuit we would have liad 
a large sum of money to our credit. 

194. What is the rent of the new fair-green? — £60 
a year. 

195. Is that more than was paid for the old one? — 
The old one was £30 and £15. There was a good 
deal of expenditure upon it. The expenditure between 
rent and everything was something about the same 
as the rent of the present one. 


196. Would you propose any change in the muni- 
cipal boundary? 

Mr. Gannon . — I should like to see the municipal 
area increased, and proper boundaries fixed. I wouid 
extend the boundary one quarter of a mile beyond the 
present one. 

Mr. Cannon . — The poor rate in one district a quarter 
of a mile from Tuam was 4 s. Id. in the pound, whereas 
immediately outside the town it was only 10d. This 
was owing to the irregular maimer in which the 
boundaries are fixed. 

Mr. Henderson . — I liavo a farm on which I am pay- 
ing 4.s\ 1 d. poor rate, which by the road is half a mik 
further from the town than another farm for which I 
am only paying lOtf. poor rate. The boundaries 
require to be recast. 

Mr. Charles Blake stated that there was no drain 
from his brewery into the river Nanny as mentioned 
by Mr. Henderson. The water that came out of the 
brewery ran into the Nanny, but there was no scwa"e 
matter or impurity of any kind in the water that was 
discharged into the river. Although his family did 
not bury in the present graveyard, and therefore were 
not interested in the matter, still he thought there was 
a necessity for opening a new one, as the existing one 
was overcrowded. 

197. Do you think the graveyard ought to be closed 
as dangerous to public health? — Well, I cannot say as 
to that. 


New Ross. 

Hay 1C, 1877. 


NEW ROSS.— May 16, 1S77. 

(Before Mr. Commissioner Lawless, q.c.) 


Mr. Shepherd 
F. M'Corraaek. 


Mr. Shepherd F. M'Cormack, Chairman of Town Commissioners, examined. 


1. Mr. Lawless. — Are you the chairman of the 
Town Commissioners of New Iioss? — Yes. 

2. Under what Statute are the Town Commis- 
sioners appointed ? — Under the 17 and 18 Viet., cap. 
103, Towns Improvement (Ireland) Act of 1854, 
which w r as adopted, with the exception of the pro- 
visions as to public water supply, in New Ross in 

' September, 1855. 

3. How was the town governed previous to the 
adoption of the Act of 1854? — By Commissioners 
under the 9th George IV., cap. 82. 

4. How many Town Commissioners are there ? 

There are fifteen. 

5. Is that number now full ? — Yes ; there is no 
vacancy on the board at present. 

6. Are all the present Town Commissioners duly 
qualified ? — To the best of my knowledge they are. 

7. Is the town divided into wards ? — Yes ; into two 
wards. 

S. Will you give me the names of those wards ? — 
New Ross and Rosbercon. New Ross ward is in the 
county Wexford, and Rosbercon ward is in the 
county Kilkenny. The town of New Ross is partly 
in Wexford and partly in Kilkenny, and the two 
wards are divided by the River Barrow which divides 
the counties. 

9. Can you give me the population of New Ross by 
the last census? — The population is very nearly 
7,000 now. 

10. Can- you give me the rateable valuation of 
New Ross ? — The rateable valuation within the 
borough is £7,808. 

11. Does that represent the valuation of the pro- 
perty -within the limits over which your powers of 
municipal taxation are exercised? — Yes. 

12. Can yon give me the rateable valuation of the 
two wards separately ? — The valuation of New Ross 
ward is £7,277 10s., and the valuation of the other 
ward is £531 5s. 

13. How many Town Commissioners are returned 
by each ward, and how many voters are there in each ? 


— New Ross ward has 224 voters, and returns twelve 
Town Commissioners ; Rosbercon ward has seventeeu 
voters, and returns three Town Commissioners. 

14. Is there any special Act affecting the municipal 
government of the borough of New Ross ? — No, not 
one. There is no special Act except that referring 
to the borough, court. 

15. Do the Town Commissioners of New Ross, as 
such, possess some landed property? — They do. 

16. Can you tell me what that property consists 
of? — Land and houses. 

17. Where is the land situated ? — In the county 
of Wexford, aud the houses are within the borough. 

IS. Can you give me separately the rental of the 
lands, and afterwards the rental of the houses? — The 
rents reserved yearly, and payable half-yearly, amount 
to £342 13s. 3 £d., and the amount paid by weekly 
tenants is £17 15s. id., making altogether£360 8s. 7 id. 

19. Were those lands and houses the property of 
the old Corporation of New Ross before the year 
1840?— Yes. 

20. Are you able to state by what title the pro- 
perty is held ? — Held by charter I should say. 

21. By whom are the rents received on the part of 
the Town Commissioners ? — By Mr. Maher, our 
collector. 

. 22. Does Mr. Maher give security ? — Yes. 

23. In what way? — In the ordinary way — by 
sureties and bond. 

24. Have you got the bond ? — Yes. 

25. Can you tell me how the property of the Town 
Commissioners is held by the occupying tenant ? — The 
land is held by leases for lives renewable for ever. 

26. Is all the land held in that way ? — It is. 

27. Are there more than one tenant ? — There are 
several tenants. (Collector’s bond produced.) 

28. This is a very old bond; it is dated 19th 
February, 1856. Are the two sureties mentioned in 
it living still ? — They are both living. The amount 
of the bond is £380. 
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29. "When yon say that the lands of the municipal 
body are held under leases for lives renewable for ever 
do you mean only the lands outside the town or the 
lands and the houses in the town ? — I mean the lands 
outside the town. 

30. What are the names of the holdings? — The 
Commons, Charter House, Kentown, and Barratsknock. 
The Charter House, and 32 a. Or. Iop. with it, are not 
held by lease for lives renewable for ever ; they are 
held under a lease for three lives or thirty-one year's, 
at the yearly rent of <£73. 

31. Do the tenants, which you describe as holding 
the lands, hold under separate leases ? — There are 
separate leases. 

32. Can you tell me what the dates of those leases 
are ? — They are very old leases, and were all made in 
the last century — before 1800. 

33. Can you tell me how the charter-school is held ? 
— There was originally a lease of that property made for 
ever for a charter-house, and that was done away with, 
and lapsed to the Town Commissioners. 

34. I shall want to see that lease ? — It is not so very 
old. All these charter-schools were abolished about 
forty-live yearn ago, and then Mr. Payne got it. 

35. Can you tell me how the property in the town 
is held ? — Some by yearly tenancies, but there is a great 
deal of it in perpetuity — a great deal held by lease. 
A large store in Bridge-street is held in that way. 

30. I have your rental here, but I wish to have 
marked on it the people who hold by lease, the dates 
of the leases, in order to have the rental complete 1 — I 
shall have it done by to-morrow. 

37. Do the weekly tenants of the Town Commis- 
sioners hold under any written, agreement? — No; 
merely by a weekly arrangement. 

38. Their rents come altogether to only about £17 
or .£18 a year ? — That is all. 

39. Have any leases or any lettings of any kind 
been made recently of any portion of the property of 
the Commissioners by the Town Commissioners ? — I 
think there was a lease made to a man named Red- 
mond. 

40. What number is he on this list of yours? — 
Number 44. 

41. In what year was the lease made ? — Within 
ihe last ten years ; I do not think there was any other. 

42. Is there any regulation or rule established 
amongst the Commissioners as to their mode of letting 
when any lease runs out 1 — They always advertise it. 

43. Do they advertise for tenders ? How are the 
offers made ? — Tenders are received, and there is then 
a special notice given to the Commissioners, and a 
meeting is called for the purpose of considering the 
matter. Such business is not done at the ordinary 
meetings — notice is specially given. 

44. Have there been any lettings made by the present 
body of Town Commissioners since they adopted the 
Act of 1854 in the year 1S55 to any members of their 
own body ? — No ; none. 

45. Can you tell me now whether, when they ad- 
vertise for tenders for any holding, they have a valu- 
ation, by some professional and competent person, made 
of the holding which it was proposed to let ?— No ; 
they do not. 

46. Did they merely exercise their judgment as to 
the value of the property ? — Yes. 

47. What are the pipe-water rents which I see the 
Town Commissioner's here receive. In the last accounts 
the amount set down as received is £55 5s. 5 d. By 
what right do the Town Commissioner's receive these 
rents ? — I have the number of the persons, and the 
•amount charged in the books. 

4S. Are those payments made for water supplied by 
the Town Commissioners to some of the inhabitants ? 
—It is. 

49. Have the Town Commissioners of New Ross a 
public waterworks ? — They have not. 

. ^O. Then how do they supply water to some of the 
inhabitants ? — The Town Commissioners have three 
huge reservoirs in the upper part of the town. 


51. Are those reservoirs situated in any portion of New ltoss. 

the property of the Town Commissioners. ? — They are May is. l.srr. 
in the borough. - — 

52. Do the people pay for this water supply by F . McCormack, 
contract, or has there been any general rate of payment 

fixed ? — They pay by contract. Manufacturers pay 
£1 10s. per annum ; bakeiies and grocers pay 15s; 
houses rated at over £20 pay los. ; so, you see, there 
is a scale of payment. 

53. Is that compulsory ; is it under any Act of 
Parliament ? — It is bj r contract. 


54. For instance, can the Commissioner's compel the 
owner or occupier of every house to take the water ? — 
No ; they cannot. Every person who wishes to take 
the water from the Commissioners agree to pay accord- 
ing to that scale of prices. 


55. What is the annual average payments for the 
use of water by occupiers ? It was £55 5s. 5 d. last 


year ; does that amount represent the average ? — I 
would take the average at £55. We have water pipes 
laid in thirteen streets. 


56. "Were those pipes laid by the present Town Com- 
missioners? — Yes; since the year 1S55. 

57. Have the Town Commissioner's, as such, any 
control or power over the port or harbour of New 
Ross ? — They have not. There is a Board of Harbour 
Commissioners appointed under the 11th <fc 12th Vic., 
cap. 139, who have full control over the port and har- 
bour of New Ross, and power to receive fees and tolls 
from ships. 

58. Do the Town Commissioner's receive any tolls 
or dues from vessels enter ing the port of New Ross, or 
any income of any kind ? — No ; except that they 
receive a rent of 5s. a year from the Harbour Commis- 


sioner's. 


59. For what do they receive this rent? — In 1848 
tire then Commissioner's, under the 9tli Geo. IV., 
cap. 82, made an agreement with the Harbour Com- 
missioners to leave or give to them any rights they 
had to tolls or dues, &c., from ships in the port. For this 
the Harbour Commissioners were to pay the New 
Ross Commissioners 5s. a year, and were also to light 
and watch the quay. In the year 1871, the Harbour 
Commissioner's discontinued lighting the lamps on the 
quayas originally contracted for, and abouttwo years and 
a half ago they also discontinued employing watchmen. 

60. Since the Harbour Commissioners ceased to 
light the quays, and since they ceased to have the 
quays watched, has that payment of 5s. a year been 
continued 1 — It has. 

61. Have the Town Commissioners of New Ross 
any representation upon the Harbour Board ? — Yes ; 
you will see that by the 34th section of the Harbour 
Commissioners Act the chairman of the Town Com- 
missioners of New Ross is an ex officio member of the 
Harbour Board. 


62. Is there any litigation at present between the 
Town Commissioner's and the Harbour Commissioners 
with respect to this neglect of the Harbour Commis- 
sioners to light and watch the quays? — No; there is not. 

63. Are those quays which it was stipulated the 
Harbour Commissioners were to light and watch now, 
and since 1871 and 1874 respectively, left unlighted 
and unwatched? — No; the Harbour Commissioners 
light portion and leave the remainder for the Town 
Commissioners to do. 

64. Is the portion which the Harbour Commis- 
sioners don’t light now in fact lighted by the Town 
Commissioners ? — It is. The way the thing occurred is 
this. The Harbour Commissioners, some two years 
and a half ago, stated that they were bound to 
light only the lamps which would be of use for the 
navigation, and that the lamps on the inner side of the 
quays should be lit by the Town Commissioners. There 
was then a great contention about the matter, which 
resulted in our lighting some and not lighting others. 

65. Do the Harbour Commissioners still continue 
to light those lamps which they say are necessary for 
the use of ships ?—Yes ; I find I have made a mistake 
in what I said. None of the lamps on the quay are 
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lighted by the Town Commissioners ; they are left un- 
lighted. I thought at first there were one or two of 
them lighted. 

66. I find amongst the descriptions of your property 
a weigh-bridge and fish-house, which are referred to by 
Mr. MacDermott, in the last report he made. What 
is the weigh-bridge and fish-house ? — The fish-house is 
a place where fish, salmon particularly, are sold, and 
the weigh-bridge is used for weighing hay and straw. 

67. Are those the property of the Town Commis- 
sioners ? — Yes. 

6S. Do the people who require to have hay and 
straw weighed pay any toll? — Yes. 

69. "Which the Commissioners have a right to re- 
ceive ? — Yes. 

70. What is the nature of the toll paid in the fish- 
house? — Some small toll for salmon. It is in the 
nature of a toll of It?., on each salmon. 

71. Which the Town Commissioners are also entitled 
to receive ? — Yes ; our tenant could not charge it if we 
were not. 

72. Have the Town Commissioners leased or let 
their right to receive toll from the weigh-bridge and 
fish-house to some person ? — Yes ; the tenant would 
have no profit unless we had compulsory power to oblige 
people to weigh all their fish in that weigh-house. 
We have that power under a by-law. 

73. To whom have the Commissioners set it for the 
present year ? — To Mr. Maher, the collector of the 
borough rate and corporate rents. 

74. For how much? — For 10s. a week. 

75. Do the Commissionersconsider it is better to do 
so than to manage those places themselves ? — They do. 

76. Is that letting made to Mr. Maher by a written 
contract ? — Yes. 

77. Can I see it? — Yes. (Contract produced.) 

78. I have here in the minute book the minute of 
the proposal made by Mr. Maher, on the 1 1th De- 
cember, 1876, under which he holds at present, I pi - e- 
sume. Here is the minute referring to it : — 

“ Proposal on the part of Mr. Maher to pay 10a. ]>cr week for 
the weigh-bridge and fish-house, for one year, to be paid weekly, 
commencing on the first Monday in January, 1877, and ending on 
the first Monday in January, 1S78, and also to pay all the taxation 
payable upon the said premises during the year of his tenancy. 
He offers the security of Mr. Richard Travers and Mr. James 
Byrne"? 

Yes, it is under that proposal that Mr. Maher holds. 

79. I find here on the rental (which appears to he for 
the year ending in 1875) Maher is described as the 
tenantof the Quay weigh-bridge andfisli-house,atthean- 
ntial rentof .£33 1 6s. Did he hold the weigh-bridge and 
fish-house formerly at a higher rent than he now pays ? 
— He had them then at 1 3s. aweek. Then we put them 
up to public competition — we did not give them to 
him without doing that. 

80. How did you put them up to public auction ? 
— By advertising for tenders. 

81. Can you give me the resolution of the Town 
Commissioners by which that was done? — It was 
advertised on the 22nd December, 1876. 

82. Did you receive any other offers or tenders 
besides that of Mr. Maher ?— -No ; not any. 

83. For how many years before that had you been 
in the habit of advertising it ? — That was the third 
year. Up to within three years he continued to' be the 
tenant without the premises being advertised. 

84. And were they then advertised? — Yes; they 
were advertised for the first time in September, 
1874. 

85. I find here that Mr. McDermott, the auditor, 
makes a rather important remark about Mr. Maher’s 
tenancy. He says, at the audit on 17th January, 
1876 : 

“1 called attention in my last report and previous reports to the 
large arrear due by the collector on account of the weigh-bridge 
and fish-house which he rents from the Commissioners, and I 
pointed out that if the person to whom the collection of the Commis- 
sioners’ revenues is entrusted is allowed to remain so much in 
arrear, other tenants will not be slow to claim a similar 
indulgence." 


Were the Commissioners aware of this ; it seems h 
me to he a strange thing? — Well, I wish to tell you 
that Mr. Maher is a very old servant of the Town 
Commissioners, a very respectable man, hut in 18G-1 
the Commissioners deprived him of a portion of the 
fish-house. 

86. Was he the tenaut of the weigh-bridge and fish- 
house in the year 1864? — Yes. They deprived him of 
a portion of the fish-house for the purpose of makiiv' 
a store for the fire-engine. 

87. Did he, by reason of that, make a claim to get 
a reduction of his rent? — After some years, when he 
got into arrear, he thought he should be allowed some- 
thing. The Town Commissioners took the same view 
of it, as he had been deprived of part of his tenement- 
without getting any compensation, and made him an 
allowance. 

S8. Did they make an allowance by remitting some 
of his arrears ?— Yes. 

89. Then at the present, does he only hold the fish- 
liouse less by that portion of it which the Town Com- 
missioners took for storing the fire-engine? — That 
is so. 

90. Did Mr. Maher pay up the arrears about the 
non-payment of which Mr. M'Derinott complained!— 
Thei’e was a settlement come to. 

91. I understand that arrangement to be, that the 
Town Commissioners took into consideration their 
having deprived him of that portion of the fish-house, 
and allowed him for rent in settling the arrears, and 
that they also took it into consideration in accepting 
10s. a week as the new rent? — That is not quite so, 
because he was the only proposer — the only person 
who offered a rent for the place. On the 10th August, 
it was proposed at the meeting of the Town Commis- 
sioners : — 

“ That James Maher bo allowed the sum of £15 12s., being Is. 
per week for six years, in consideration of that portion of the fish- 
house which the Commissioners took from him in August, 1864, 
for the purpose of housing the fire-engine, on the condition that 
James Maher sign a consent for the Commissioners to stop 2s. per 
week out of his wages, for the payment of balance due by him, after 
making the foregoing allowance." 

92. Have you any idea of what Mr. Maher’s re- 
ceipts for this weigh-bridge and fish-house amount to 
yearly? — He never enlightened us very particularly 
on the point, but we have an idea that he does not 
derive a very large profit from them. 

93. Do you, outlie part of the Commissioners, think 
it is better to let these tolls than to receive tLern 
yourselves ? — Certainly ; if we paid a person I am 
afraid we would have very little profit at the end of 
the year. 

94. Is Mr. Maher, the collector of the corporate 
rents ? — He is. 

95. And the collector of your rates also ? — Yes. 

96. How is he paid? — By a per-centage ; he is paid 
two and a half per cent. 

97. Does he get that two and a half per cent on 
£26, the amount of his own rent? — HS does ; he gets 
two and a half per cent, on the amount of the rental 

98. On the whole rental, which includes his own 

£26?— Yes. „ 

99. Have you ever had any other offers for renting 

that weigh-bridge and fish-house ? — No. I was going 
to say we have not had any in my time, but the t 
is we have not had any that any of the Commissioners 
can remember. It was only advertised for the 
three years. , 

100. And then Mr. Maher had been the tenant to 

at least ten years before that? — Yes. , 

101. What rate do the Commissioners levy here. 

The only rate they levy is an improvement rate. 

102. What is the rate for this year?— Sd. m m 
pound. They have, from time to time, struck ra • 
varying from 6d. to Is. in the pound, and^tlm ra 
this year, struck on the 11th January, 16(7, m » 

103. What was the gross amount of that rat 

8 d. in the pound ? — It was £246 18s. 3d. , 

104. How does the collection of that rate s 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 


i: 


just now ? — There is £110 lodged and £140 yet to 
be collected. There was £5 14s. Gd. of arrears added. 

105. How often is the collector obliged to lodge his 
collection 1 — Every week. 

106. Does he, as a matter of fact, make his lodg- 
ments every week ? — Yes. 

107. Who is your treasurer here? — The National 
Banking Company. 

108. By what mode do you ascertain or determine 
that any arrears of rates are uncollectible. Are they 
brought before the Commissioners ? — Repeatedly. The 
collection of the rates is then brought under discussion. 

109. How often is the collector obliged to lay the 
state of his collection before the Commissioners?— -At 
every meeting — once every week. 

110. Does he lay before the Commissioners any 
statement as to the portion of the rates that he believes 
to be uncollectible from any cause? — Yes; and we 
have to strike them off at the end of the year, either 
l*y reason of the places being unoccupied, or of the 
inability from poverty of the people to pay. 

111. Do the Commissioners then decide upon what 
rates are to be regarded as uncollectible ? — They do. 

112. When the collector comes before the Commis- 
sioner’s, does he bring his bank book as well as his 
collection book ? 

Town Clerk. — I think he has made a lodgment every 
week for this last twelve years. I check his books in 
the same way as it is done in the workhouse. 

113. Mr. Lawless (to Witness.) — I see here that 
the town receives a sum of money annually from the 
Grand Jury. Here is a sum received last year of 
£134 3s. 4c/., Grand Jury presentments. What is that 
for? — The contract for keeping the streets in repair. 

114. Are the streets of this town kept in repair 
entirely by the Grand Jury? — Entirely. 

115. All of them ? — Yes ; the Grand Jury do every- 
thing — the Wexford and Kilkenny Grand Julies. 

116. Does the sum of £134 3s. id. comprise the 
presentments from the Grand Juries of both counties ? 
— It does. 

117. Are the streets and flagways of the town kept 

repair by contractors who contract under the Grand 

Juries of the counties for doing it? — Yes. 

11S. How then does it happen that this £134 3s. -id. 
comes into the Town Commissioners’ accounts ? — Be- 
cause the Town Commissioners were contractors at 
that time. 

119. Then the Town Commissioners go through the 
form, of contracting ? — The street inspector does. 

120. Just look to the receipt side of the audited 
account. Do the items on that side of the account re- 
present the entire income, from all sources, of the 
Town Commissioners for the year ending 20th May, 
1876 ? — Yes ; every farthing of the receipts. 

121. What officers are employed by the Town Com- 
missioners 1 — The town clerk. 

122. What is the amount of Iris salary ? — £75 a 
year. James Maher, the street inspector — he is also 
the collector, and is paid 10s. a week as street inspector. 
•James Smith, assistant street inspector, who is paid 
7«. 8 d. a week. He is sub-sanitaiy officer, for which 
he is paid the balance of 15s. a week — that is, he gets 
7s. id. as sub-sanitary officer. 

123. Do you employ any town surveyor in New 
Ross ? — Maher acts as local surveyor. 

124. Does he get any additional salary for that? — 
No, he does not. 

125. What officers do the Town Commissioners 
employ under the Sanitary Acts ? — Dr. Mullen, who 
is both consulting sanitary officer and sanitary officer. 

126. Do the Town Commissioners pay Dr. Mullen 


any salary as consulting sanitary officer ? — Yes, and 
only as consulting sanitary officer. 

127. How much do they pay him ? — £10 a year. 

128. He is also sanitary officer; but that would be 
for only one part of the town ? — Yes, for the Wexford 
side of the town. 

129. There is another medical gentleman for Ros- 
bercon ? — Yes, Dr. Meehan. 

130. And Mr. Smith is sub-sanitary officer? — Yes. 

131. Have you an executive sanitary officer? — 
The town clerk is executive sanitary officer. 

132. Does he get any salary as executive officer ? — 
Yes, he gets £8 13s. 9 d. a year. 

133. Is any part of that contributed by the Govern- 
ment ? — Yes, one-half the salary is paid by the Govern- 
ment. 

134. How is the town here lighted, or is it lighted 
at all? — Yes, and the Town Commissioners believe it 
is very well lighted. 

135. Is it lighted by the Town Commissioners? — 
Yes, by a contract with the gas company. 

136. What is the amount of the contract ? — It is 
6s. Sd. per thousand feet. We pay it by meter. It 
is only fair to say that there is a difference of opinion 
about the lighting of the town. 

1 37. I have not yet visited any town in which there 
is not. Are the lamps lighted all the year round ? — 
No, they are not. 

138. As a matter of fact, how many months of the 
year are the lamps lighted ? — They are lighted eight 
months in the year. 

139. Are they lighted every night during those 
eight months of the year? — No, they are not. 

140. I suppose they are not lighted on moonlight 
nights'! — No, they are not. I should have said that 
there are twelve lamps which are kept lit during the 
summer months of the year. 

141. You have already said that there are portions 
of the quays which are lighted by the Harbour Com- 
missioners ? — There are. 

142. Are all the streets of this town, tire principal 
streets and the smaller streets, and lanes, repaired and 
kept in order by the Grand Jury ? — They .are. 

143. Even the smaller streets of the town? — There 
are some few exceptions ; little lanes and by-streets ; 
but they are quite insignificant. All the thoi’oughfares 
are kept in repair by the Grand Jury. 

144. Are the pathways also under the care of the 
contractors under the Grand Jury? — They are all, 
without any exception. 

145. Do the Commissioners out of their own funds 
do the flagging in the streets, or anything of that kind ? 
— No ; the Grand Juries present for them. 

146. One of the vexed questions between the coun- 
ties and the towns is about that ? — We have got on 
pretty smoothly with the Grand Juries ; the only little 
hitch is because we have not got the contract our- 
selves, we have not the same control over the con- 
tractor. 

147. How is the scavenging and cleansing of the 
town done ? — It is, of course, done by us. 

148. I find here a charge for scavenging in the ac- 
counts for the year 1876 %— We are obliged under our 
Act to keep it clean ; we seem to have no power to 
make the road contractor do it. 

149. Do you mean that you have no power over the 
contractor under the Grand Jury ? — He scrapes them, . 
but he does not sweep them; and he removes the 
manure for his own use. 

150. I seethe Commissioners debit themselves with 
the sum of £58 1 0s. for manure sold. Do they remove 
and sell some of it? — Yes. 


New Jfoss. 
i/ay 1C, 1877. 

Mr. Stephen! 
F. M'Curmack. 
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(Before Mr. Commissioner Lawless, q.c.) 
Mr. Shepherd F. M'Corhack. recalled. 


151. Mr. Lawless. — The report of the Municipal 
Commissionei's for Ireland made in 1S35 makes refer- 
ence to charities administered by or under the control 
of the old Corporation. Do the Town Commissioners of 
New Boss administer any charitable fund for any pur- 
pose ? — They do not. I think they are some way con- 
nected with the endowed school, but I do not think 
they administer its funds in any way. 

152. What is the endowed school? — A school en- 
dowed under certain conditions. The property is in 
the hands of trustees, and the appointment of school- 
master is in the hands of the vicar of the parish, with 
three of the old burgesses. 

153. Are the Town Commissioners the owners of 
the endowed school and the ground it stands on ? — 
They are not. They have something to do with re- 
commending the appointment to Trinity hospital. 

154. What is it ? — A charity, left something in the 
same manner. 

155. Is there an hospital of that name in the town ? 
— No j it consists of small houses for poor people. 

156. A sort of alms-house ? — Yes ; I think the cha- 
rity is called the Trinity Alms-houses. 

157. Are those houses alms-houses vested as pro- 
perty in the Commissioners ? — No. 

158. Have the Commissioner’s the power of recom- 
mending persons as inmates of those houses ? — I do not 
think they have. The matter has been the subject- 
matter of adjudication in the Court of Chancery, by 
which it has been settled. 

159. Do the Commissioners now receive any tolls 
from fairs or markets? — None. 

160. Are there fairs held in the town? — There are. 

161. How often in the year ? — Once a month regu- 
larly ; and there are three or four additional fairs. 

162. There are about fifteen or sixteen fails in the 
year altogether ? — Yes, I think there are sixteen. 

163. Are those fails held in the streets of the town ? 
— Not in the streets of the town proper. 

164. Are they held outside of the town? — They 
are held in a large place called the Irish town. 

165. Are they held in this part of the town where 
we are now sitting ? — No. They are held in the upper 
part of the town — on the outskirts of the town. 

166. Are they held so as to obstruct or interfere 
■with the traffic in the public streets? — They are not. 

167. Does the holding of these fairs, in your opinion, 
amount to a nuisance in the town? — No, inasmuch as 
the place where they are held is very spacious, and 
there is not much traffic in the Irish town. 

168. Is there any toll payable to auybody or any 
person with reference to these fairs ? — Tolls were pay- 
able to the old Corporation under an old charter, but 
they are never collected now. 

169. I find by the report of 1835 that they ceased 
to levy these tolls so far back as the year 1830, and 
they have never been levied since. Is that so? — That 
is so. 

170. Are there markets held in the town ? — There are. 

171. How often? — Wednesday and Thursday are 
the regular market days, and there is a butter market 
held on Tuesday. 

172. Are those markets held on the streets in such 
a way as to cause an obstruction to the ordinary 
street traffic ? — Yes. The Town Commissioners about 
two years ago adopted by-laws for the purpose of con- 
trolling the markets and obliging the people to go to 
certain mentioned places. There is no regular market- 
place. ; 

173. Can you give me a copy of those by-laws? — I 
can. (Hands in copy of by-laws.) 

174. Were those by-laws made with a view to com- 
pelling people to hold their markets not in the public 
streets?— No, they were not, because we had no other 
place in which the markets could be held. Our object 


was to have them held in certain parts of the town, 
where they would interfere less with the ordinary 
traffic, such a place, for instance, as the quays, where 
there is a good deal of room. 

175. I see these by-laws appear to have been pub- 
lished on the 28th November, 1873? — Yes. 

176. They are by-laws made under the Towns Im- 
provement Act, 1854. Did the Town Commissioneis 
find that the publication of these by-laws was effectual 
in causing the markets to Ire held where they were 
anxious they should be held ? — I cannot say that they 
liave, but the officers of the Town Commissioners have 
endeavoured as far as possible to make the people 
carry them out. 

177. Do the Town Commissioners or their officers 
attempt to enforce them by taking any proceedings 
under the seventy-second section of the Act of 1S54 i— 
They do so in the borough court, and the constabulary 
give us the greatest assistance in maintaining order in 
the town. 

178. Are there any public markets in New Ross? — 
None (hands in abstract of the accounts of the Har- 
bour Commissioners), but we are at present seeking 
for a loan of £1,500 or £2,000 for the purpose of 
erecting a market-house on the quay. 

179. For the sale of what articles ? — For the sale of 
butter and fish and other commodities, charging atoll 
sufficient to meet the outlay. 

180. How much do you say you are seeking to bor- 
row ?— £1,500 or £2,000. I think that £1,500 will 
be sufficient. 

181. Do you think that amount will enable you to 
build markets and get them into working order?— 
Yes ; we have a great deal of routine to go through 
yet before we can get the loan. 

182. Can yon get ground on which to build the 
proposed markets ? — Yes, we can get it free of any 
cost. There has been an understanding with the 
Harbour Commissionei's to that effect. 

183. I was going to ask you about that ? — They are 
our tenants, and they have given us the privilege to 
erect this edifice on the quay free of charge. 

1 84. I was rather surprised to hear that the market 
could he built for so little money ? — Yes. 

185. Is there any public watch establishment in Hew 
Boss ?— No. 

186. Neither night nor day watch? — Neither. 

187. I see there is no charge for it in your accounts. 
There is no payment to the constabulary as a night- 
watch ? — No. 

188. I suppose the town is in charge of the constabu- 
lary? — Entirely. 

189. Will you have the kindness to look at thelast 
abstract of accounts — the last abstract passed by Mr. 
MacDermott, the auditor? — Yes. 

190. If you look to the expenditure side of that 
account you will see there an item of £77 18s. "3“' “ 
the amount expended for scavenging and cleaning tne 


town ? — Yes. 

191. Does that amount represent the average ex 

penditure for that purpose ? — Well, I think it is ra er 
below the average. , 

192. What was the sum of £108 19s. 10|d 

scribed as expended on street contracts and new wor^ 

Are those works for which you got presentments ro 
the Grand Jury 1 — They are. .. . 

193. What is the item of £28 12s. 11 \d. described 

as rent and taxes ? — It is for head rent. . 

194. What are the head rents? — There is 
them for the manure yard. Taxes, of course, me 
the poor rates. 

195. Is there any other place for which you P*V 
head rent? — There is no other place. 

196. What are the two items charged thus » 
for sinking fund and £10 for interest on loan f 
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, vhat loan are those sums of interest and sinking fund Is that for the purpose of making main sewers for the 
chirked? — On a mortgage loan of £200. The sinking town!— It was. . — — 

for the purpose of paying it o£F. 220. How is this town supplied with mam sewers I Mr. Shepherd 


fund is for the purpose of paying it off. 

197. "Wliat was the loan for! When was it 


I think very well ; we have main sewers in about f. k'Cor 


tmrted! In the year 1S54. The money was partly twenty streets. , . . 

! TO L ro.king these rooms. 221. Oot of ™y^t-Oot of thirty streets 


spent in making these rooms. 

198. When was it borrowed! — In 1S54. 


199 From whom was it borrowed !— From tbe thirty streets. , . . 

trustees of the Haughton Hospital. 222. By whom is this abstract ^owmg tWmber 

•■>00 Is that another charitable institution 1— It is. of sewers m the town prepared ?-- By the town cleik, 
Tliat money was boiTOWed by the Town Commissioners The particulars were given by the street inspector to 
j.i, e 9 n. e0 XV cap. 82. the year before the the town clerk, and he prepared that abstract. 

Impiwemeat Art. We here £ ““37 ^^0^“ 


there are some very small insignificant < 


222. By whom is this abstract showing the number 
of sewers in the town prepared ? — By the town clerk. 


£40 of a sinking fund. 

~ 201. What was the sum originally bon-owed from 
the Haugliton Hospital!— It was £200, and we have 
£40 lodged as sinking fund. 


in the streets — been recently made! — Some of them 
were made recently, but most of them were not made 
recently. Some of them were made by means of funds 
collected for charitable purposes, I suppose, ten years 


~ ->0‘° C WasT the money borrowed to complete this ago. Employment was given to labourers in making 

out of *. money of *. 

npto tie I« should have beau paid 

0 ' 204^1 mean tbe interest !— Oh, certainly, it has were made generally out of the funds of the Town Com- 
1 a been mid missioners, but one year they were made out ot a cnari- 

™ Is this the case-that the Commissioners bor- table fund— that « during the great snow year, 
roid at five per cent., and paid the interest up to the 226. Have the Town Commmsioners divided tins 
present but you have not formed a sinking fund except town mto separate sewerage districts, undei the Act of 
the last four yeartl-Yes. . 18S4l-Ko ; the tom, m all one to et 


206. How is that sinking fund invested?— We 
lodged it in the National Bank. 

207. Can you tell me, Mr. M‘Covmack, is that sinking 
fund taken into calculation in estimating the balance 


227. Have they ever levied a sewer rate ? — No ; we 
have not had occasion to do so. We have expended 
about 3d. out of tbe 8 d. rate for sanitary purposes. 

228. Bo you mean out of the improvement rate 


.w by the treasurer at the close of the year ?— No. whatever it may happen to be ?— Yes. 

20S 5 . If it TO it would turn tlio balance the other 2'29. I» there a public cemetery here 1— Is o, there u 


way ? — Yes. 

209. The balance in the hands of the treasurer is 
shown exclusively of that? — Yes. 

210. What items are included under the head of in- 
cidental expenses, £56 9s. Id. ?— It consists of a lot of 
small items. 


not, and no cemetery rate. 

230. Are there churchyards in the town which are 
used for the purpose of interment ? — There are. 

231. How many of them are there? — Two. 

232. Are they in any way to he complained of as 
being overcrowded, or in a condition dangerous to the 


211 There is another class of expenses— moneys public health!— I .have heard that .St. Mai >s ^ujd - 
tint you describe ns expended under the Public Health yurt is overcrowded. Of course I only hnve it from 
Art f for what purpose wns the sum of £30 11s. 9i(. hearsay, l)ut m the second churchyard there is amide 

“5“ d Ym d°LX b 17» mdrt°“L head of water "m mat is the name of tlm churohjmid !-The 
supply. Is it in any way 


supply, from which the Town Commissioners receive 
the pipe water rents ! — No, not at all. There might be 
some items, but very little expended for that purpose. 


I remember that it is outside the borough. 

234. Then there is only one churchyard inside the 
borough?— There are two. St. Mary’s and Rosbercon, 


21 3. Is the money expended under the head of water and both of those are said to 
supply for the purpose of keeping up any public pinups is a cbapel-yard but you can baldly call it a PKnetery. 
or anything of that kind 1— The contractor for keeping It is very small, hut not overcrowded, b^unse it m 
o " ta ' **• is ° smia - is *■“ 

" “■ ■irttfrirjti. ^ 

215 Were those put up by the present Commis- Privy Council about it ?— No ; butteerawas ft wiu^ 
sionera, or by the late Commissioners, or by either of application to tbe authorities m Dublin on tbe subject 
them? Some of them by the one, and some by the other, by some resident. , , -p, . 

OK* Is there a sufficient supply for the public use 236. If tbe object was to have it closed the Privy 
afforded by that means t— No, there is not a sufficient Council is the authority 7—' The Town Commissioners 
sunolv in the summer time. went into the case and evidence was given that it 

217. From where is the water for watering the streets was necessary to close it, but of course we could not 


procured ? — It is taken from the tide. 

21 S. What are the salaries and wages under the 


do anything more. 

237. The Town Commissioners here are the Urban 


Public Health Act, for which the sum of £54 2a. 8 d. Sanitary Authority ?-They are . 

is charged in the accounts ?— That includes the clerk’s 238. Do they keep any record of then proceedings 
salary and the salaries of the sub-sanitary officer tbe as Urban Sanitary Authority beyond ^“im^Pt 
consulting sanitary officer, and tbe executive sanitary in tbe usual minute book ?— They keep a separate 
officer record in the same minute book. 

219. Was tbe £23 16s. 1(R, which you see next 239. Can you let me see that book?— Yes 
there taken credit for in making and cleansing sewers? (Minute book produced.) 

Dr. Peter Mullen, Consulting Sanitary Officer, examined. - I 

240. Mr. Lawless. — Are you the consulting hereunder the Sanitary Acts. Is there a sub-sanitary 
sanitary officer for New Boss ? — I am the sanitary officer under you ?— Yes ; there is. 

officer and consulting sanitary officer for the union, 242. Is there also amexecutives^^ 

both for the Rural and Urban Sanitary Authorities. 243. Is it the practice for the sub-sanitary oftcei 

241. Do you know the system of work pursued to make his reports to you ? — Yes. 
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244 \ "^ afc are * he duties of tlie sub-sanitary 264. I find a report on 16th November i , 
B77. Officer?— To look after the sanitary condition of the The sub-sanitary officer reported that nekrlv all ' 
town, and if necessary to draw my attention to any outlets of the sewers on the quay were clo Jl -I , 6 

matter connected with the sanitary state of the town mud? Yes that was a fact U P Wlt “ 

wtohecomidcniitneces^vytodoso 265. Do you know whether or not anythin, 

245. Suppose he does not consider a case of done to remedy +.w.« T ■ y « Wfts 


wk^heoomidoniitnecessovytodoso 265. Do you know whether or not anythin, 

245. Suppose ke does not consider a ease of done to remedy that t_I tliink the harbouSS 
sufficient importance to warrant lnm in calling your some directions about it. I believe it has h.m 8 !“ 
attention to it j does he himaelf call on the people to right, but it must he looked after It was , hi?.- 
have whatever is wrong set right i_He does. He gives sand did it, and they will get filled nn “ tl " s 

a verbal notice to the nmmu pmummotl l,d.n ti,„ ocu r „ ,, , v a o ,lul ' 


attention to it ; does he himself call on the people to right, but it must be looked after It' Jlfg ' 
have whatever is wrong set right ?— He does. He gives sand did it, and they will get filled’ up a^aiT “ g 
a verbal notice to the persons concerned to have the 266. I suppose the outfalls of all those'sewe™ a™ ■ 

nuisance complained of, whatever it may be, removed, the river? Yes m 

■ ”■ report from him do you 267. Do you know whether or not the Town 0™ 

visit the place referred to 1-Yes ; I visit it and then missiouers have power over the place where it?» “~ 
make a report to the Town Commrsmners. smw to go for the purpose of cleaning them outS 

. I 0 ’ 1 kee P any book! — There is a book of think it belongs to the Harbour Commissions,. * 


. ™: receive a report from lum doyou 267. Do you know whether or not the Town Con, 

visit the place referred to 1-Yes ; I visit it and then missioners have power over the place where itl?»ec“~ 
make a report to the Town Commnsmnere. smy to go for the purpose of cleaning them «S1 t 

h 2 t 7 ' ■ rj ?, ' ! V lee ? W t “ k Th «re is a book of think it belongs to the Harbour Commissionere * ' 
blocks ill the town clerk s office which contains dnpli- 26S. Are the Harbour Oommissionere bound to 
cates of all my reports, I am only sanitary officer here dean them out when they get dosed up! — I think it 
Sa w ^ “ gh 1 °T’ ti8 "’ elk tle Harbour Commissioner made that r ™1 „ 

? ^ r theve any on(i ' liefore y° u act,n S in that quay. The cleaning out should be done regularly T 

“C J \d ft, P •„ should say at lesst Ivor,, three or four mSs 7 ' 1 

0-0 Tr i i D Hossiter. 209. Are the houses of the poorer people here at ill 

rested I wat aXfot.W 5 ’ Jl C ^ts?-There is no su'ch 


•esigned. I was at the other side of the water at the thing amongst the poorer classes. I believed thev 
.me he resigned at Rosbercon. had them they would not use them ; there k, no such 

-.51. Could I see the book containing the blocks of thing in the poorer class of houses. 


the reports made by you since you have been acting 

as sanitary officer?- Yes (Book produced). " there is not any space o7mean7 of 

. if-rrP 0 y ° U find . that the reports made by you other accommodation ?— There are several smeh cases 
to the Town Commissioners are generally acted upon ? in which there are not backyards 

ge T ally ; , Th f gre : ltest I „ find 271. When you find a place where there is no privy 

here is the practice of keeping pigs in their dwelling- but where there is yet space to erect one, do you report 
houses by the peep e ; they would keep them in their it to the Town Commissionere 1-1 have not don”re 
beds if they were allowed to do so. in the past 

. 2fs3 - 1 s« tint in some cases the Town Commis- 272. Hove the Town Commissionere ever censed 
sioners ore obliged to tube proceedings against the any privies or water-closets to be erected 1— No Thev 
people for doing that!— Yes; in some instances they have not. * 7 


270. Are there any houses in or attached to which 


ai m S ° m 273. Are you aware that they have power to do so? 

pj 4 :. W ;?J he “P°rts made by you on the Stl. -I am not aware that they have. If theyhav"l 
into tlie iown Commissioners ? never acted on it. 

u . ti 04.1 t .1 274. Have the Town Commissioners never done so 1 

feet that Prt the f tv p® b ' —I haVe Uever ]ieard of i(l except in one case and that 


February, lb77, sent into the Town Commissioners? 
— They were of course. 

255. Because I find here a report on the Sth Feb- 
ruary, 1S77, to the effect that a person named SIollov, 


ruary , 18 ( 7, to the effect that a person named SIollov, took place liefore I became sanitary officer although rt 
Y ° U * your the time I was acting for theTSry officer was a 

report that the smell m the house is very offensive case in which there was a privy and a sewer con- 
and you recommend the immediate removal of the stmeted at the same time. ^ 
mule ! — lhat is a very common practice. 275 Where is the nine*? r+ -vr .41 * . 

256. In Ibis town! In tins £„ veiy re^Se stel 

Y^ and^hev are t? m of t ,°1 S ‘ ^ Wes? ~ r 27(4 Can you only mention one case in which the 
anv I am Surprise 1 there . ““f 006 of Commissioners required a privy to be constructed 'i- 

the town on th neel^ mucl1 SlcknGSS “ That the onl 7 that came under my observe. 


the town on that account.” ' “• ® ?f] y case tllat e ™ der m 7 ,? bsel 7 a * 

258 Are the To„ Oomuiissienere reelly end T*. ^.“elL^ tST 


tbe *«“ "■ i ““ 

t to "L ^isffiTu»v“Z , nrt t 1? "w ‘? 1 ‘" , 2r8 ‘ ^ those l 5l "“ s k 'l>‘ “ “•<!“ «■»<> 'lo”' 3 k I 

it to occni egnin it they are not wntelied. We lave the Town Oommissioners !— They are 

thltZX ’ha’dTnSrt' th.°v ^ C "’ 1 279 ' ^ tke Commisrioneis here any dish,. 

259 Dnesvour suP M „;4„«- 1 tney nave nothing except the ordinary means of dis- 

sneh e M « ^ Cdo” ^ ^ ^ ^ rf ™- “<• »' 

260 SnrmnkP ts , .. , ... -.ou. JJo they cause a place to be disinfected on your 

own doW tW do ltd P k al m fneDd .° f „ re P orfc “S to be necessaiy ?_There is a vexy valuable 

dlnot thkik he wo,dd m!S h t report it?— I institution called Haughton Hospital, and when the 

261 ^- e L vr i S l T H a Ca f eXCe P tl0naL r l’ e °P le cajm °t afiord to do it themselves, it is done at 
2bl. Ha\e you ever had to complain of want of the expense of this charity. 

Sfl W to 6 comnlXTs tl M duty J- Tie “Jy 28k Have the Town Commissionere anything to do 

the 2 ^ s rofrro^r cy - “ cy ° f 

Jyi gSly spSS^T ™“ se ° £ th ' t °” of 4118 *<”™ '“I'* 88 48 gweaayimproved ! 

thf nAeim^L^rof ft’’ 4 '! 8 ' ” “° 4 tle l8 “ BS " 283 “Save the people here generally a sufficient 

", 6 principal stieets of the town are connected with water sunnl v 1 Thp W-.Pi- a „nr,W ™n n r. 


the nrinrim^hSrof^ , " n0t the iu 283 - Have the P^ple here generaUy a sufficient 

the E V ^ Water supply ?— The water supply at the most impor- 

but there are somo >1 V l^incipal streets they are, tant period generally runs scarce. It does so generally 
—some* back ^ ^ 3X6 n0t durijl S 4116 “ ontts of July, August, and September, 

There is one matter cm, 0°+ A 6r ® , ^ ,'?° sewera g e - and at certain parts of the town the water is very scarce, 
which T ftmrbt tn mo v tbe sewera S e U 16 quality of the water, however, is very good. 

T } e j ewers °P en down 284 - Has it been analysed ?_It has not; but it is 
JhSednp g6 ’ aQd tte7 re P eatedly S et ver 7 good drinking water. 

P” 285. Have you analysed it yourself? — No ; I have 
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not but nothing could be better than the source from 
which it comes. . 

236. Are there public pumps or fountains that 
afford to the people of the town a reasonably fail- 
supply of water ?— Yes, there are. 

237. Have those been put up by the present 
Town Commissioners! — Some of them have been there 
since before I was bom, but they are kept in order by 
the present Commissioners. 

28S. Are any of those public pumps or fountains to 
VO ur knowledge iu such a position as to receive con- 
tamination from any nuisance — cesspools or anything 
of that kind 1 — I have heard no complaints as to the 
quality of the water. 

289. Have you ever had an analysis of the water 
made by a skilled analyst!— -No ; never. 

290. Is then your complaint, that the water supply 
is deficient in quantity? — That is all. 

291. Do you know how often the sanitary authority 
meet here ? — Yes ; they meet once a week. 

292. Once every week? — Yes; the ordinarymeetings , 
of the Town Commissioners are also sanitary meetings. 

293. I observe by the minutes that some meetings 
are” held at a very late hour of the day ?— They always 
hare the meetings in the evening. 

294. Is 7.30 p.m., the ordinary hour of meeting? — 
It is. 

295. Is the condition of the town improved by what 
]ias been done and caused to be doue under the directions 
of the urban sanitary authority? — Yes; the town is 
greatly improved within this last couple of years. 

296. Are you able to state that as a fact from your 


own knowledge?— Yes; although 1 licrve not been New Boss. 
sanitary officer very long I know every tiling about May it, i«t 
the town connected with that department without any p r _ p e t Pr 
exception it is the healthiest town in Ireland. Mullen. 

297. Have you had any epidemic disease here? — 

There are only twenty-nine cases in the Haughton 
Hospital this year; that number with four or five cases 
in the Workhouse Hospital comprise the whole of the 
epidemic disease amongst the humbler class of persons. 

298. Do you know whether or not your reports are 
attended to by the urban sanitary authority ? — I do 
always. I know always the order that is given. 

299. Do you know whether that order is complied 
with or not? — They are generally complied with. So 
far as pigs are concerned I may say that the offence 
would he soon repeated if they were not very strictly 
watched. 

300. I find an order made about pigs on the 9tli 
November last (reads from sanitary book): — 

“ On the report of the sub-sanitary officer that Thomas Ilowlet 
has not removed the pigs from his house, and the time to do so being 
expired, it is ordered that if the pigs are not removed within a week 
proeeedings be taken to compel him to do so.” 

Is that report correct ? — Nuisances of every sort are 
in that house. 

301. Was that man prosecuted ? — Yes, he was fined 
and in default of paying the fine he was sent to Wexford 
gaol. Notwithstanding what I have said about the 
state of the town it is very healthy. The mortality 
of New Ross is less than that of most other towns, I 
am sorry to say that the people do not keep then- 
places as clean as they ought to do. 


302. Mr. Lawless. — Are you the rate collector for 
the Town Commissioners of New Ross ? — I am. 

303. What other offices do you hold under the 
Town Commissioners ? — I am also street inspector. 
Mr. Smyth has been employed with me as street in- 
spector latterly. 

304. What are your duties now as street inspector ? 

1 have to give directions to the men about cleaning 

and scavenging the town. 

305. Do you superintend the scavenging ?— Yes, 
occasionally ; and I see after the streets that require 
to be repaired by the Grand J my. 

306. Do you, without requiring special directions 
from the Commissioners, give directions for the repairs 
of the streets ? — I give orders to the men to do what is 
required ; I do not require any special orders. 

307. Do you mean to the workmen who are em- 
ployed and paid by tbe Town Commissioners ? — Yes ; 

I do that or else consult with the committee which 
was appointed some time ago for tbe purpose of look- 
ing after such matters. 

308. When the Grand Jury contract is being worked 
out, is it your duty to see that tbe repairs and so on 
immediately necessaiy, are done? — Yes ; it is my duty 
to see that the repairs are done in every portion of the 
town — that is, Inny-street, William-street, Michael- 
street, Mary-street, and every street in the town with 
the exception of the Main-street, from Cherry-road to 
Alv's-walk. 

309. Have you anything to do as regards the sewei-s 
of the town ? — Yes. 

310. Are you an engineer by profession? — No; I 
am not an engineer by profession. 

311. What are your duties in connexion with the 
sewers ? — It is my duty when a sewer is in a had con- 
dition to report the matter to the Town Commissioners 
and to get it put into proper order. Sometimes they 
get choked by the rain and flood, and I have to see 
after them. I may inform you that we have twenty- 
four stench-traps on the sewers which we had con- 
structed within the last two or three years for the 
purpose of preventing the had smell from arising out 
of the sewers. 

312. To whom do you report the condition of a 
sewer when you find one stopped up or out of order ? 
— I report it to the Town Commissioners sometimes. 


Mr. James Maher examined. 5 

313. Supposing a sewer requires to he opened, whose 
duty is it to see it opened and aftewards closed ? — It 
is my duty to get it done by the men who are employed 
by the Corporation. 

314. You are to superintend the doing of it?- — Yes. 

315. Have you known this town for a long time ? — 

I have known it for about thirty years. I was ap- 
pointed by tbe Town Commissioners in the year 1854. 

31G. When was the last main-sewer constructed ?— 
We got one made iu the year 184S. 

317. Have there been any made since then ? — 1 There 
was one made from a place called the Rookery, which 
rent down past the convent, and emptied itself into 


a quarry. 

318. Was there any made since, except that one f 

There was the one which I mentioned as being made 

in the year 1S4S through Michael-street. It was con- 
nected with the main-sewer in South-street where the 
main-sewer terminated previously. There was one, 
which I forgot to mention, made from Church-lane, 
past the convent chapel, into a quarry at the rere of 
Mr. Shanahan’s hotel. It runs from the quarry down 
in an open channel for a few perches, and then falls 
into a sewer in Bridge-street, and discharges itself into 
the river. . 

319. Are the outfalls of those sewers into the river 
so low that they may get choked up with mud ?— Yes ; 
and they are then cleaned out. 

320. By whom are they cleaned out ? — By the Har- 
bour Commissioners at the request of the Town Corn- 


321. Were they cleaned out in that way last No- 
vember !— They were. . 

322. Do you know whether the houses generally in 
the streets in which there are main-sewers have drains 

sewers connecting them with the main-sewers ? In 

some streets there are, in some not. _ _ 

323. Do you know whether the Town Commissioners 
have token steps at any time to compel the owners or 
occupiers of houses to make connecting drums between 
their houses and the main-sewers ? — The sewers ore 
very frequently cleaned out. 

324. I want to know have the Commissioners ever 
taken stops to compel the owners or occupiers of houses 
to make connecting drains with the main sewers . 
Well, they have. 
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New Ross. 325. Will you just mention one instance in which 
May 17,1877. they have done so ? — I think I could not mention a 
Mr .Tames case ' ^ nofc tLink I could say that they have ever 
Maher. compelled anyone to make connecting drains. At 

present there are some proceedings instituted to com- 
pel some people to do so. 

326. Mr. M'G'ormack . — In Mill-street there are 
eighty-eight houses, and there is a main sewer down 
the street; sixty-four out of the eighty-eight houses 
have branch drains, and twenty-four have none. 

327. Are the Town Commissioners taking any steps 
to compel the owners or occupiers of those twenty-four- 
houses to provide branch drains? — No ; they are not. 

328. Ai-e they doing so in any easel — Yes, they 
are. It has not been found so necessary to do so in 
those houses in Mill-street, because they have places at 
the reres. 

329. You say that in some cases the Town Com- 
missioners are compelling connecting drains to be made? 
— Yes ; and there are some difficulties in our way, 
because the ownership of the place we are seeing about 
is uncertain. 

330. (To Witness.) — Have the Town Commissioners 
ever employed any professional engineer to examine 
into the condition of the street sewerage of this town? 
— No ; they have not. 

331. That sort of work has been done entirely by 
yourself? — Yes. 

332. How much time in the week do you devote to 
your duties as street inspector — for I find you are also 
collector of rents, and you receive the tolls or dues which 
are payable at the weigh-bridge and fish-house? — Yes. 

333. Do you receive those tolls or dues personally ? 
— I do ; but my daughter receives them sometimes. 

334. Do you attend there yourself ? — Yes ; and it is 
my duty to go round and collect the' borough rate. 

335. And the pipe water ? — Yes. 

336. I am afraid that you have not much time left 
in •which to discharge your duties as street inspector? 
— Since Mr. Smyth has been appointed assistant, I 
generally make it my business to know what the men 
are doing. I make a report every Thursday, which I 
give to the town clerk to be leftbefoi-e the Town Com- 
missioners. 

337. Is it the duty of your assistant, Mi-. Smyth, to 
report the result of his inspection to you or to the 
Town Commissioners ? — Sometimes he reports to me, 
and sometimes to the Town Commissioners, or to the 
committee who devote their time to the consideration 
of sanitary matters. 

338. Is Mr. Smyth also sub-sanitary officer ? — He is. 
Sometimes I make my weekly report verbally, and 
sometimes in writing. 

339. I find here a report on the state of the sewers 
•through the town. Did you make this report by the 
special direction of the Town Commission ere ?— I did 
not make a similar report before I made that one 
for your use. 

340. Have all the sewers in this town their outfalls 
directly or indirectly into the river? — Yes. 

341. Do you know anything about the sewers on 
the other side of the river?— We have three stench- 
traps there. There was a sewer made in Rosbercon 
some seven or eight years ago by the Commissioners. 

Mr. M‘C ornmek . — I may say, with regard to the 
remark you made about Mr. Mailer’s notbeing able fully 
to attend to all his duties, that the Commissioners 


have been endeavouring to get him a retiring pension, 
and the matter is at present under the consideration 
of the Local Government Board. The Town Commis 
sioners dealing with him as a very old officer did not 
like to displace him, but they have noticed the diffi- 
culty that you referred to more than once, and if thev 
succeed in getting a pension for him, of course there 
will be some other arrangement made. I may a ls 0 
say with regard to the sanitary business, that' there 
are a certain number of houses in the town without 
any accommodation whatever. 

342. You say a certain number of houses. Are 
you able to approximate the number? — I am afraid I 
cannot, but I should say there are twenty or thirty 
houses at least in the main part of the town that have 
no back premises — that have no accommodation of 
any kind — neither privies nor water-closets. 
t 343. You mean in the best part of the town 1~ 
Yes. I believe there are thirty houses in the best 
part of the town -without any reres, ashpits, water- 
closets, or privies. 

344. What becomes of the night-soil in such cases 1 
— An order was made by the Town Commissioners 
that it should be thrown into the river after nightfall. 

345. Do you mean by the occupiers of the houses j 
— Yes. 


346. Has that order been acted upon ? — No. That 
is what I want to draw your attention to. Some 
people ai-e in the habit of throwing it out into the 
streets opposite their doors, and when passing throu'di 
the town at night you find a very bad stench from 
this cause. I do not mean to say that this is anythin* 
like a general practice, but it occui-s sometimes, and 
we find it very difficult to discover the offenders. 

347. When the Commissioners made that order that 
the occupiers of those houses should throw the ni*ht- 
soil and filth into the river, did they intend it to apply 
only to houses the occupiers of which had access to the 
river for that pm-pose ?— 1 They all had access to it. 

348. Have those houses or any of them space to 
admit of the erection of privies or water-closets ?— 
No ; most of them had not. In fact I should say none 
of them have. 

349. Are they two or three story houses?— Some of 
them are three stories, but the rest are smaller houses. 

35 0. Are there any of them in the streets in which 
there are main sewers ? — There are. 

351. Could there not be found means of making 
water-closets in those houses, and then connecting 
them with the main sewers ? — I think there could. 

352. Should not the Commissioners then compel 
that to be done ? — Yes, I think they should do so 
tinder the Sanitary Act, but it would be thought a 
great hardship to the people if we did that. I wish to 
say that, as you have heard, we are anxious to borrow 
some money, and if it lay in your way to say anything 
in favour of our getting it we would be very much 
obliged to you. 

353. I have not any power or influence in the 
matter. For what purpose do you require a loan, and 
how much do you propose to box-row ? — We want to 
get .£1,500 or ,£2,000 for constructing the markets, 
which it is very desirable we should have. At pre- 
sent there is no protection against the weather for the 
country people coming into the town. They have to 
sell their eggs and so on standing on the quay exposed 
to all sorts of weatliei-. 


Mr. James 
Tobin. 


Mr. James Tobin, Town Clerk. 


354. (To the Town Clerk .) — I have one or two ques- 
tions to ask you with reference to Trinity Hospital 
and the endowed school. Was there any litigation 
with reference to the Trinity Hospital? — Yes, we 
were brought before the Court of Chancery. 

355. When was that ? — I think in 1870 and 1871. 

. 356. What did the Commissioners seek for in that 
litigation ? — They were brought into it by the decision 
of the Master in Chancery. The Town Commissioners, 
as well as I can recollect, took the opinion of counsel 
to ascertain if they could institute proceedings to com- 


pel Mr. Tottenham to render an account of, and to 
share the management of the hospital with the Town 
Commissioners. I believe, speaking now from memory, 
that counsel’s opinion was to the effect that they could 
not expend the rates in coming in as relators against 
Mr. Tottenham. The law costs for that matter are 
something about £18 or £20. Subsequent to that a 
number of persons in the town, independent of the 
Commissioners, instituted proceedings as relators, and 
the cause was for some years, I believe, till the year 
1866, before some of the superior courts. In 1866 
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(the Commissioners during all this time were talcing 
no part in the proceedings) Master Murphy made a 
declaration that he could rule no scheme for the manage- 
ment of the hospital unless the Town Commissioners 
of New Boss were in court as parties in the suit. Mr. 
Carr, solicitor for the relators, came before the Town 
Commissioners with evidence that the scheme for the 
hospital could not be applied unless they were brought 
into court. They took the advice of their solicitor, 
Mr. Boyd, who, as well as I can recollect, advised that 
the Town Commissioners should be brought into court 
bv the relators. The Commissioners were then brbught 
in, and the cause went on, I think, till the year 1S70, 
when a scheme was produced. Counsel representing 
the Town Commissioners objected to this scheme, and 
they therefore became petitioners, Mi-. Tottenham and 
also the Protestant vicar of the parish becoming peti- 
tioners at the same time. I cannot remember what 
exactly took place after that period, but I believe there 
were four petitioners before the court for some time till 
the Vice-Chancellor directed the chief clerk to prepare 
a scheme. The scheme was prepared, and after a number 
uf adjournments, and after being submitted to the 
Chancellor, I believe it was ruled that the Town Com- 
missioners were to be in for their own costs, and for the 
costs of Mr. Tottenham, although he was a petitioner 
the same as the Town Commissioners. 

358. Was that the cause of the Attorney-General 
against Tottenham ? — Yes. 

359. I understand you to say that the Town Com- 
missioners were made defendants at the suit of the 
relators in that case ? — Yes. 

360. The Town Commissioners were brought into 
that case ; they did not begin it, but when once they 
were in it they asserted some right or claim with re- 
gard to this charge 1 — Yes ; they believed it was their 
duty to do so. 

361. And was the result of the suit an adjudication 
against it ? — Yes. 

362. Did they make that claim in the suit under 
the advice of their solicitor and counsel ? — Mr. Boyd 
was solicitor to Mr. Tottenham, so that the Commis- 
sioners had to get another solicitor. 

363. But were they represented professionally ? — 
They were. 

364. And they were decreed to pay some costs? — Yes. 

365. Were those costs paid out of the rates'? — The 
costs of their counsel were paid out of the rates, and 
ill-. Tottenham’s costs were paid by Mi-. Boyd as his 
solicitor, sequestrating the property of the Commis- 
sioners. 

366. And were the costs ultimately paid? — They 
were. 

367. Then were not all the costs paid out of the 
property of the ratepayers 2 — Yes. 

368. Do you know how much in round numbers 
the costs amounted to ? — I cannot exactly say now. 
I can ask Mr. Boyd to furnish the particulars. 

369. I do not want the particulars Did they 
amount to £200 or £300 ; were there not two classes 
of costs j the costs for the solicitor acting for the Com- 
missioners, and the costs of the solicitor acting for Mr. 
Tottenham ? — Yes. 

370. How much did they amount to altogether? — 
£304 2s. 

371. Can you tell me of any other litigation in which 
the Town Commissioners were engaged in within the 
last ten years? — I cannot tell you anything of the 
costs with regard to the endowed school, because they 
have not yet been furnished by Mr. Boyd. 

372. Was there any litigation with respect to the 
eudowed school? — They were brought in by the 
Attorney-General at the suggestion of the Crown and 
Treasury solicitor. 

„ 373. Mr. Magee. — The Town Commissioners went 
into these actions for political reasons, and put the 
ratepayers to very great expense. There was a 
splendid school in the town, but it was brokeu up, and 
there is no school now. 

374. Mr. Lawless (to the Town Clerk). — Have there 


been any costs paid out of the rates in respect of this ? 
— No, not up to this. 

375. Did your solicitor, Mr. Boyd, represent you in 
this case ? — Yes. 

376. Did the Commissioners in this case claim to 
have the right to appoint a schoolmaster to that school ? 
— Yes. In conjunction with the trustees they did. 
They did not claim that right exclusively, and they did 
not assert that right till in the discharge of their duty 
they could not help it. 

377. Was any decree made by the Master of the 
Bolls or in any branch of the Court of Chancery with 
reference to this matter? — Not that I am aware of. I 
believe the scheme or decree has not been made up yet. 
I have not heard of it. 

378. I find from reading the information in this 
case which you have handed in, that the Attorney- 
General on liis own motion not on the information of 
any relator, states the foundation of this charity, and 
says that the Town Commissioners of New Boss claims 
to be the repx-esentatives of the old Corporation, and 
that they had the same right that the old Corporation 
had to appoint a schoolmaster ; that they appointed 
two persons successively as schoolmaster, and the in- 
formation says, that the Attorney-General is advised 
that they were not entitled to do so, and so on. Are 
you able to state yet what has been the result of that 
suit 1 — No result has as yet been reported to the Town. 
Commissioners. 

379. What has become of the endowed schools? — 
It is in hands of a caretaker, who was left in it by the 
last master appointed. 

380. Who was the last master? — A man named 
Dee. 

381. By whom was he appointed? — By the Town 
Commissioners, who have never exei-cised any control 
over it since they appointed him. 

382. When did they appoint him? — In the year 
1874. 

3S3. What has become of Mi-. Dee? Does he keep 
a school there? — No. 

384. Is there any school there now ? — No. 

3S5. Is the house in a state of repair or in a state 
of ruin ? — There ai-e people living in it. 

386. Were there any rents or property dedicated for 
the support of that school? — Yes, there were. 

3S7. What has become of those rents ? — I do not 
know, none of the rents ever came through the hands 
of the Commissioners. They never received any of 
the rents. 

3SS. And as yet this suit has not terminated ? — No. 

Mr. M‘ Cormack . — The suit has terminated, and the 
scheme is being drawn up. We have not yet received 
the scheme, but I understand from Dublin that it is 
settled. 

389. Can you tell me whether the Commissioners 
(there must have been a decree of some extent, if the 
scheme is being prepared) have been decreed to pay any 
costs ? — No ; but we were warned veiy peremptorily by 
the Attorney-General not to interfere with the endowed 
schools in the mean time. 

390. (To witness).— Was there any other litigation 
in which the Town Commissioners have been engaged? 
—No. 

391. Have the Town Commissioners gone to any 
expense in promoting or opposing any bills in Parlia- 
ment ? — No. 

392. Did they promote any bill in Parliament?— No. 

393. Did any petition to be heard in opposition to 
any bill?— Yes ; as to one bill, but they did so under 
a guarantee that they as Commissioners or the rates or 
town property would not be liable for any costs. 

394. Who gave the guarantee?— Mr. M'Cormack, 
the chairman. I made a statement sometime ago, that 
the Town Commissioners were reluctant to be 
brought into the suit about the endowed school. They 
were brought in by one of the schoolmasters. They 
did not for years interfere with the internal manage- 
ment of the school, further than recommending the 
appointment of free scholars, and on one occasion 


New Koss. 
Man 17.187T. 

Mr. James 
Tobin. 
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New Ross, when the Vicar wanted to eject a schoolmaster, he 
Mny 17, 1877. was obliged to come to the Town Commissioners and get 

T them to do so. In the year 1SG7, there was a sehool- 

Toliiii*" 1 ” master in the school named Martin. There was some dis- 

pute between him and one of the financial trustees, and 
Martin came to the Town Commissioners to be allowed 
to see some minutes and documents in the office. He 
was allowed to do so, and immediately afterwards he 
wrote to the Town Commissioners calling on them as 
public trustees of that institution to discharge their 
duties. He pointed out what their duties were, and the 
decision given in the ease of Trinity Hospital, by 
Master Murphy, was taken as a precedent in guiding 
the Commissioners to the conclusion that they were 
bound to exercise their trusteeship. They were 
brought into it in the discharge of their duty. 

395. Mr. Magee. — Did not the Town Commissioners 
take forcible possession of the school ? 

Town Clerk. — No, they did not. 

396. Sir. Lawless (to Town Clerk). — Had they a 
dispute with the schoolmaster ? — No. 

397. Did not the Town Commissioners appoint a 
schoolmaster named Hogan, and when ? — Yes, in the 
year 1 869. 

398. "Was he the gentleman who required to see the 
Town Commissioners’ records ? — No, that was a man 
named Martin. The man 'who took possession of the 
school was named Kelly. He died, and Hogan was 
appointed in 1869, and resigned on the 14th October, 
1871, and he gave up possession of the premises to the 
Commissioners, and then the Commissioners proceeded 
to appoint Mr. Patrick Greene on the 23rd October, 
1871, and Mi-. Greene has held possession of the pre- 
mises, the., since his appointment, and claims to be 
entitled to do so by virtue of his appointment. 

399. "What is the annual amount of the endowment 
of that school ? — I have no means of knowing it. 

400. Is it £100 or £200 a year? — No. 


Mr. M‘Connack . — It is £50 a year. Mr. Magee, 
has raised questions, and has said that the Town Com- 
missioners were to blame for going to law. There is 
a Mr. Kelly present, who has been associated with the 
Town Commissioners for a great number of years, and 
if you see fit you might examine him, and give him an 
opportunity of answering Mr. Magee. 

401. The opinion t have formed from reading this 
information is that I do not blame the Town Commis- 
sioner's for wishing to exercise the right of appointing 
the schoolmaster. There was no way in which the 
matter could be decided except in the Court of 
Chancery. This information was filed against them in 
the Court of Chancery, and in the progress of the suit 
they wei'e called upon by the Attorney-General not to 
interfere with the school, and I think they were quite 
light in not interfering with it until the matter is 
decided in the Court of Chancery. I do not see any- 
thing in the conduct of the Town Commissioners so 
far as I have gone that is to blame. With regal'd to 
the Trinity Hospital, it appeal’s that originally the 
Commissioners made no claim at all with respect to it. 
The quest ion arose in the information filed in the name 
of the Attorney-General against Tottenham and some 
other people for the purpose of having the title to 
administer this charity. It appears that in the pro- 
gress of the suit the judge expressed an opinion that 
he could not decide the case without having the Com- 
missioners represented before liim. They became 
parties to the suit, and when the scheme was prepared 
they put forward an objection, made a claim, and tlio 
result was that they were ordered to pay a certain 
amount of costs. The Town Commissioners acted 
under the advice of their solicitor and counsel in put- 
ting forward their claim, and unless there can be shown 
to have existed some improper motive in putting for- 
ward that claim I would be very sorry to condemn 
them for it. 


Mr. William 
Monroe. 


Mr. William Monroe examined. 


402. Mr. Lawless. — What do you wish to say, Mr. 
Monroe ? — I wish to say something with regard to the 
water supply. I wish to know if there was any evi- 
dence given to you as to the size of the reservoirs, or 
where they are located. They are very small tanks, 
and are constructed under the regular roadways, down 
over which some sewers pass. 

403. How many reservoirs are there ?— There is a 
reservoir in Mary -street, and the sewer by the foot- 
paths passes exactly opposite in. 

404. Do you mean the surface drain ? — Yes, or any 
sewer in the street. 

405. Do you know that to be a fact ? — Yes, I know 
about the surface drain ; and if there is any sewer in 
the street it must pass near to it. 

406. Do you mean to state that the water in that 
reservoir receives contamination from the drain or 
sewer? — It may receive it from the upper drains. 
These reservoirs are very small. 

407. Is the supply sufficient or insufficient — insuffi- 
cient for the needs of the town ? — In my opinion it is 
absolutely insufficient. 

Mr. M‘Cormaek . — I may mention to you that no 
doubt the supply of water is insufficient, but the reser- 
voirs are fully large enough to contain all the water 
we could get. We have been trying for years to get a 
supply of water, and until we do get it we won’t make 
the reservoirs any larger. 


408. Mr. Lawless (to Witness). — Has there been 
any attempt made at auy time to get a supply of water 
on a larger scale ? — I think there has not. 

409. (To Mr. Monroe ). — Are you a member of tie- 
body of Town Commissioners ? — No, I am not. 

410. Are you a ratepayer ? — Yes, I am ; and I speak 
for ratepayers who pay the water rate, but who get no 
water for seven or eight months of the year. 

411. Are the Commissioners obliged, from the in- 
sufficiency of the supply, to shut it off ? — Yes. 

412. Do you pay for the water by contract? — Yes, 
it is a water rent. 

Mr. M‘Cormack. — These reservoirs are perfectly 
free from all kinds of sewage ; they are lined, and so 
far away from anything of that kind os to be perfectly 
safe. The water is as pure as any in the world. 

413. Mr. Lawless (to Mr. M‘Cormack). — Have 
you ever had the water from the reservoirs analyzed. 
— I do not think we have. 

414. Would it not he well for you to do so, so as 
to put away all possibility of doubt?— We have a 
regularly appointed street committee, who watch over 
and take charge of the reservoirs regularly, and there 
never has been anything like a suspicion of the im- 
purity of the water. If there was we would have had 
it analyzed, and in any case we will have it done 
now. 


415. Mr. Tobin, the Town Clerk, handed in a rental 
of the town properties, and also a number of leases, 
renewals, and perpetuity grants, made from time to 
time by the old Corporation, the Town Commissioners 
under the 9 Geo. IY., cap. 82, and the Town Commis- 
sioners under the 17 & 18 Vic., cap. 103, and amongst 
them the following, viz. : — A lease, dated 10th De- 
cember, 1764, by the Sovereign and Free Burgesses of 
the old Corporation of New Ross to George Brehon, of 
280 acres of the- Commons of New Ross, at the yearly 


rent of £42, late currency of L-eland ; a lease, dated 
the 1st May, 1748, by the Corporation to William 
Piggott, of 100 acres, for lives renewable for ever 
(this lease was by grant under the Renewable Lease- 
hold Conversion Act, dated the 30th June, 1855, con- 
verted into 9. fee, the rent reserved being £19 fo- 
sterling a year) ; a lease, dated 1st February, 183/, *>y 
the Corporation to J ames Mullins, of a plot of 'P 0 ^ 
in the town, for ninety-nine years from 29th Septem- 
ber, 1836, at the yearly rent of £14 4s, 5d . ; a iease » 
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dated the 29th September, 1S37, by the Corporation adjoining thereto, for three lives or thirty-one years, New Ross. 
to John Boyd, of premises on the Town Wall, for sixty- at the yearly rent of £7 3 ; and three leases made by Hay rwn. 


veais, at the yearly rent of 5s. : a lease, dated the the present Commissioners. 

i . ' ,1 r I x:... rpl „ T Sift T1.Q TT.fnxDo lio-nilnrl ii 


^th July, 1838, by the Corporation to Thomas Jones, 41G. The Witness handed in also a return of the rate 
of a piece of ground in the town, for ninety-nine years, levied by the Commissioners for the last twenty-two 
at the yearly rent of £4 4s. ; a lease, dated the 29th years, showing that for that period the average of the 
June, 1840, by the Corporation to George Payne, of rate was 7-Jd. in the pound, 
the Charter School-house, and 32 a. Or. 15p. of land 


1. Are you town clerk here 1—1 am, sir. 

2. The town is under the Towns Improvement Act ? 


3. When was the Act adopted ?-— In 1855. 

4’ Was it adopted for all the purposes of the Act?— 

^ *5. That is including the supply of water? — Oh, that 
is a thing I cannot say. 

G. Was it only for improvement and other purposes 
exclusive of water?— So far as I am concerned, I am 
not able to say. 

7. Was there ever a water rate here ?— Never. 


COOKSTO’W N. — May 21, 1877. 

Mi\ Exham, q.c., Commissioner. 

Mr. J OHS W. Fleming examined by the Commissioner. 

!re i I am, sir. 32. Gaslight? — £120 this year. 

Towns Improvement Act? 33. Printing and stationery ? — About the same. 

34. Bate collector’s remuneration ? — The same, 
opted?— In 1855. 35. Audit fund?— The same, 

the purposes of the Act? — 36. Bent and taxes ? — £12 9s. 4d. 

37. Sweeping crossings? — £5 7s. 
upply of water? — Oh, that 38. Flagging? — About the same. 

39. Naming streets, £9? — We have not thattbis year, 
vement and other purposes 40. Interest, £5 2s. 3d. ? — It will be about the same 
r as I am concerned, I am this year too. 

41. Repairing engine ? — Nothing this year, 
er rate here ?— Never. 42. The balance will be a little less than last year? 


8. What was the highest rate here in your time ? — Yes. 


—A shilling rate. I believe it was always that. 

9. How many Commissioners are there ? — -Twelve. 

10. Has that been always the number ? — Yes. 

11. Are they all qualified ?— Every one. 


43. Are you gas manufacturers yourselves? — We 
have a gas company. 

44. Do you light the lamps by contract with them ? 
— We do. The gas company charges Ss. -Ul. per 1,000 


12. How many ratepayers are there? — There are cubic feet, 
about °7i> " 45. How do you measure the quantity? — We burn 

1 13. How many of these are above £4, or up to £12, it by meter. , 

and how mauv are above £12 f-I am not sure. 46. How do you arrange about the meter t-T* e 

14 I suppose you will be able to give me the nmn- have sixty lamps and six meters— a meter for every 

^ erg ^ yes/ " ten lamps, and then we take the average of that meter 

15 What is the valuation of the town— how much for the other ten. 

for houses and how much for land?— 1 The total valua- 47. Is it the gas company s or your own men 
tion is £6,339 15s., for which we strike town rates, light them t— It s our own men 

There is no land in connexion with these, with the ex- 48. In that way you have control over them ?-Yes. 
ception of a few little garieaa. «• s “*? l»»ps sofficieat foi- the tom S-Qmte . 

16 They come in with the rating of the houses and sufficient at the present time. 

there' h. no' kml rated separately i-No ; eirept arena 50. Do you light aU the year rnrnd <— Osuallj 
small "ardens from October to April, but not during the summer at 

17. You liave uniformly struck a shilling rate ?— Yes. all. 

18 That produces ?— 1 The whole of the rate was 51. Do you light all night during the dark nights ? 

not collected. £315 Is. 1 id. was the entire amount of —These last two winters, all night 
the rating last year, but 'there were £4 11s. 3d. of 52. What are the salaries ?-My.snlaiy is £20. 
irrecoverable rates. 53. Are there any other officers employed by the 

19. There is some portion uncollected in fact?— Yet,. Commissioners ?— None ; there were sometime ago 

20 The rate this year was Is. also, and that pro- until the Sanitary Act in 1874. 

Sliced— ?— There is no rate struck yet, hut it will 54. Have you an inspector of nuisances ?— We have 
be struck next month. not. The Board of Guardians have one. 

21 In what period hist year did you strike the 55. Does the rate collector give a bond ? I think 


small gardens. ' _ irom uccooer to A pru, mm hod uuimg uw a. 

17. You have uniformly struck a shillmg rate ? Yes. all. .. , , 

18 That produces ?— 1 The whole of the rate was 51. Do you light all night during the dark nights ? 

not collected. £315 Is. 1 id. was the entire amount of —These last two winters, all night 

the rating last year, but 'there were £4 11s. 3d. of 52. What are the salaries *— My. salary is £20. 

irrecoverable rates. 53. Are there any other officers employed by the 

19. There is some portion uncollected in fact?— Yet,. Commissioners ?— None ; there were sometime ago 

20 The rate this year was Is. also, and that pro- until the Sanitary Act in 1874. 

Sliced— ?— There is no rate struck yet, hut it will 54. Have you an inspector of nuisances?— We have 
be struck next month. not. The Board of Guardians have one. 

21. In what period hist year did you strike the 55. Does the rate collector give a bond ? I think 

rate because I see here the account was audited on the not ; he is a man that there is not the least doubt 
13th July up to the 18th May, 187(3, and between about, and I think he has never been asked for a bond, 
the 18th May, 1876, and the 18th May, 1877, you 56. The Belfast Banking Company are your trea- 
would have had a rate I presume ? — Yes. surers ? — Yes. . . 

22. How much was the amount of the warrant ? — 57. Is there any supervision exercised over the 

£315 Is. lid. That was for last year. time of the collection of these rates? Is he made close 

23. How much of that has been collected ? — It has his warrant within any time ? — He usually commences 

been all collected but about 30s. about August, and is done about the begi nning of the 

24. How much fines did you get this year?— About year. , , . x ... , . 

£-q 58. Does anyone check his accounts with lnni 

25 How much did the dog tax produce this year- ? weekly or monthly, or when are his accounts gone 
—About the same as last year. over ?— When he is done collecting, he gives m a state- 

26. Was there anything else this year coming in ? ment of the amount uncollected, and the rest must be 

—We got 15s. for government house property. lodged in the bank. 

27. What’s your balance at the close of this year? — I 59. Is he made lodge it as he collects from week to 


am not sure, but it is a little under what it was last year. 

28. I see it was £101 12s. 2d. last year. Just run 
through the expenditure account this last year? — I 


week ? — Yes ; usually as he collects it. 

60. Who checks it ? — I check it. 

61. Every week ? — Not exactly ; but as often as he 


will have to make it up — the balance at the close, on comes in, that is sometimes every week and sometimes 


the expenditure side, was £101 12s. 2d. 

29. Wfeve the salaries the same? — The same. 

30. Pumps? — £10 13s. last year. Nothing this year. 


not. At the beginning of the season he will be in 
every two or three days. 

62. What amount has he ever in his hands? — Some- 


31. Lamps and lamp-iighters about the same?— A times as much as £20; but sometimes he collects 
little over last year. more than that in the day. 
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Cookstown. 63. Does he lodge that in the bank ? — He does; he 84. Repairs to pumps wont take away the sewaei 
M«y 21 , 1S77. doesn’t keep it in iiis hands at all. matter from the water. “ I find that all the specf- 

3lr JoiiiT 64. Have the Commissioners ever discussed the pro- mens, except three, are contaminated with sewa«e 

TV. VL'ming. priety of Ins giving a bond — no matter how solvent a matter, and unfit for human use.” And he goes on to 

man is, its the rule ? — They have not. I think it has give the analyses, and they are pretty strong. Remit 

been overlooked. ing the pumps wont get rid of the sewagc° matter V— 

65. Is the same man long collecting? — About four It is probable that some of the others that will be ex- 
years. amiued can explain that satisfactorily. 

06. About the cleansing of the town — who does 85. So far os you know, has anything been done 
that? — The road contractor usually. The Town Com- since to stop it ? — Nothing of much importance so far 
missioners employ a person for sweeping the crossings as 1 know. 

twice a week but that is all. 86. Are there any slaughter-houses here?— Yes- 

07. Who looks after the lanes, because you must there are two parties that kill cattle in the town. ’ 

have some laues and small sti-eets ? — I may say wc 87. Are they registered, or does anyone exercise any 
have not ; our town is one long street, about oue and supervision over them to see if they are kept clean or 

a quarter or one and a half miles long; we have two not? — That’s a thing that I suppose the clerk of the 

or three other streets off it, but they are quite broad. union, or Dr. Graves for. the union can explain- 

08. Does the road contractor clean all ?— He does. that’s taken out of the hands of the Commissioners. 

69. Does he do it fairly and properly? — Yes, usually; 88. Why don’t the Commissioners make them re- 

if he does not the Commissioners order me to write to gister under the Act? — W ell, they lmvenever done that 
the county surveyor to pull him up. and there has been never any complaint about them. ? 

70. Do you do it? — Usually. 89. Have the provisions of the Lodging House Act 

71. What about the flagging? Was there a sum of been put in force here by the Commissioners? I 

£200 given by the Grand Jury some years ago? — The believe by looking over the books, that it was a -mo*] 

Town Commissioners’ flagging was extended along from number of years ago, but not latterly. 

the hiU to the church, and the Commissioners agreed 90. Are there any lodging houses here? I am sure 

to pay one-third, if the county would pay the other there are. 

two-thirds ; and the Commissioners got five years to 91. Does anyone ever look after them to see if the 
pay that, and they pay £100 eveiy year. It came to law is carried outt-pSo far as I know, nobody does. 
£1,500, and the Grand Jury have done the rest. 92. Is there much overcrowding here in the 

72. Have the Commissioners here ever mooted the dwelling-houses of the poor? — I have not heard of any 
question of trying to get Grand Jury powers given to complaints. 

themselves? — Not that I am aware of. 93. Have you heard great complaints about the 

73. Was it ever suggested that that would be desir- sewage of the town? — Yes, very great. 

able, or a saving to the town? — I heard it talked of at 94. I see a charge of rent and taxes in the account, 
the Town Commissioners’ meeting several times, but what are they? — The rent is what the Commissioners 
they never applied. pay for the use of their room to the landlord — £8 a year, 

74. How is the town supplied with water? — It has and the taxes are the taxes on the room. 

about fifteen public pumps— of course for one or two I 95. The £5 2s. 3d. for interest, what’s that ?— That's 
don’t say positive— and a great many wells, that is a interest paid to the treasurer on the account overdrawn, 
great many private ones. . 96. How have yon overdrawn it ? Have you not a 

75. Is the water supply sufficient? — Yes, sir; I balance? — No, the balance is due to the treasurer, 
should say it is quite sufficient for the use of the town. You will see at the end of the year 1875 there is 

70. What condition are these wells in — has the £145 2s. 2d., and then at the end of the year ending 
water in them been aualyzed ? — I believe it has. 1S76 there was £101 12s. 2d. due to the bank. A 

77. Was it found to be good? — I could not say ; I .good number of years ago the Commissioners got into 

rather think there have been complaints of some of heavy debt sinking pumps — they had to go down a 
*bem. great length sinking pumps, and got into debt to the 

78. Are the Guardians taking steps to get a water extent of £500 or £600, and they have been gradually 
supply here at high pressure ? — They were a short time reducing it since. 

ago, but I think they have given up the idea. 97. Why did they not put on a water rate? You 

1 9. I find it stated in a paper or pamphlet just have power to go to Is. for improvement, and 0 d. for 
handed to me, that on the 1st August, 1876, there water, and now you can increase that up to 2s. How 
were thirteen specimens of water from the wells in did you induce Mr. Simms to give you credit for the 
Cookstown submitted by the Board of Guardians to £5 2 s. 3d.? — Mr. Finlay when he came -first stated it 
Dr. Hodges, in Belfast ; and he reports — “ I find all the was not exactly legal for him to allow that, but seeing 
specimens, with the exception of three, are contam- the Commissiopers had always been iu debt, for this 
mated by sewage matter, and unfit for domestic use”?— time he would not disallow it. Then Mr. Simms said 
At that time the Guardians had been making sewers, something just the same, and, of course, I informed 
and it was thought by the inhabitants of the town him that we were trying as much as possible to x-educe 
that some of the sewage matter had got in. It was it, but we could not raise the rates any highei-. 
a dry part of the season when there was almost no 98. Why do you say “ could not”?— Except w.e 
water in the pumps. struck a water rate. If we had the town would have 

SO. No doubt it was the 1st of August ; but no been up in arms to destroy us. 
matter whether there was much or little in the wells 99. Suppose Mr. Finlay strikes off the interest the 
some of it was sent to Di\ Hodges, and he says in his next time you will have to make it up ? — We will have 
letter to them, “ Ten out of the thirteen ax-e filled with to pay it oux-selves. 

sewage matter, and unfit for domestic use ”?— Yes ; I 100. Have the Board of Guardians struck any sewer 
believe that’s quite correct. x-ate?— Yes, I cannot say how much— whether 8d. 

81. He also says that even No. 13, though “free or M. 
from pollution was not suitable, on account of the 101. Have they struck it on Cookstown? — It appears 
quantity of salt of lime and other mineral mattex-s in so. 

it. Nos. 8 and 9 although rather hard ax-e free from 102. For how much?— It was M. up to this year, 
organic impurities.” Are those ten pumps still used ? and it’s 8cL this year- — at least some one here says so. 
~S eJ T^' e aU USed ‘ 103 - mat have the y done for that?— They have 

t v ■ ^ ave an y s * ie P s been taken to purify them? — made a great many sewers through the town. 

I believe the guardians either ax-e taking, or have 104. Was that expended entirely on sewerage?— 
taken some steps in reference to it. Yes. 

83. What are the steps ? — I believe they are getting 105. How fax- • is' the workhouse from this? — It’ s 
them repaired at the present time. about a furlong. 
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Mr. John Hakbison examined. 


106. A re yon chairman of the Town Commissioners ? 
— Yes. 

107. How long have you been a member of the 
body 1 — The greater part of the time it’s in existence — 

I went out at one election, and was out some years. 

108. There are twelve Commissioners? — We have 
always had twelve ; there was under a former Act only 
eleven. 

]09. Has the property in the town been increasing? 
Jt is, and has been, and is continuing to increase. 

110. Is the area of the town sufficiently large in 
your opinion, or do you think it ought to be increased? 
—When the new sewerage and water scheme was 
introduced it was evident that it would cost a good 
deal of money, and I was a strong advocate of increas- 
ing the ai-ea of taxation. 

111. Is that feeling shared by the people of the 
town ? — Of course it is. 

112. Are there many houses built immediately out- 
side the present area of taxation ? — It’s inside they are 
building. 

113. That will still help ? — It will. 

114. The Grand Jury have been contributing two- 
thirds of the flagging for you? — Yes. 

115. About what is the county cess you pay here? 
— The two gales make from 2s. 6 cl. to 2s. 8d. in the 
pound. 

116. What is your opinion of the water supply ? — 
There was a water stream came into the town, and 
when the mamifaeturing of linen got on extensively we 
•got mills up to the advantage of the' town, and the 
proprietor of the water stream diverted a good deal of 
the current to supply one of the mills in the north- 
western part of the town, and we foimd that the whole 
town was not well enough supplied, and the Commis- 
sioners set about sinking wells, and expended large 
sums of money upon them until we got twelve or 
fifteen of them at easy distances, and had the town 
satisfactorily supplied ; but a great necessity arose it 
seems from" the new sewerage, to get a still stronger 
supply to flush the sewers. 

117. What do you say as to what Dr. Hodges reports 
of the quality ?— I think the specimens were sent to 
him at a very rrnfavourable time ; the surface matter 
was running and percolating into them, and gave a 
very unfair opinion about them. By keeping them 
water-tight on the surface, he would alter his opinion, 
and other analysts would alter his opinion perhaps too. 

118. Has the water since been analyzed? — Some 
othera have analyzed some, and not so unfavourably as 
Dr. Hodges. There is a part of the town where there 
is as good water as in any town where I ever tasted 
water — that is in the upper end of James’s-street and 
Loy-street ; in the other part — William-street and Old- 
town-street — the wells are sunk throrrglr limestone rock, 
and are impregnated more or less with lime. 

119. Since Dr. Hodges gave this analysis have steps 
been taken to prevent the surface sewage getting in ? 
— W e drew the attention of the Board of Guardians to 
it, and it is only now they are being carried out. The 
Board of Guai-dians have taken a contract to prevent 
that flow of sewage matter. 

120. It would appear that in December Dr. Hodges 
had the subject before him again ; of course he got 
fresh samples, and he says “ They are very unlike the 
specimens of water supplied from Cookstown sometime 
ago”? — Yes. 

121. I see Di\ Cameronhad them too ; and you say 
it must have been some bad day the water was taken 
for Dr. Hodges at first ? — It was bad in consequence 
of the surface water percolating in. 

122. I see that this gentleman, Mr. M'Kinnon, the 
engineer, in this report says there is plenty of water 
underneath the town in different places. In your 
opinion suppose these wells were kept clean, and the 
street sewage prevented from running into them, will 
the supply of water be ample and good ? — Yes, quite 
ample and good. 

123. Do you want any scheme for getting more 
water ? — No. In that part of the town where it is 


through limestone rock I sunk a well myself; it is J,nit ~ l * 1 
largely impregnated with lime, but a pleasant water to Mr. .Tolm 
drink. llarbison. 

124. It’s hard? — Very hard, and will boil down a 
sediment of lime, but except that the water is good and 
wholesome. 

125. Was there a good supply of water from the 
stream called the Bum for washing purposes ? — Yes, 
that was adopted for laundry purposes. 

126. Was the water of that up to the present pure ? 

— Yes ; and some would come pure yet, if it was 
allowed, and there was some effort made to puddle it 
into lifting places. 

127. Is there any other stream coming into or 
through the town but that? — None but that; there 
is a large river at the end of the town. 

128. Is that stream polluted at the mill above the 
town ? — Yes ; a good deal that they use and pass 
through their apparatus flows into a separate stream, 
and the road separates the two burns, the foul being 
on the south and the pure on the north of the road. 

129. Is the foul mixed with the pure then? — The 
pure - goes down into the foul. Formerly the pure was 
the lower level and the foul the higher ; now the foul 
is the lower level and the pure the higher. It mixes 
under the street. 

130. Before the mills were erected, was it perfectly 
pure ? — Yes ; except at one season of the year it got 
out of use owing to the flax, from July, August, and 
September. 

131. What is the existing state of circumstances 
with regard to the sewers here, in consequence of or 
in relation to which you sent us a memorial to hold 
mi inquiry here ? — In the first place they have cost a 
great deal of money, and the last rate, although the 
town clerk didn’t know it, was S d., and it left a 
balance against the union, and should have been move. 

Part of the work has fallen in since it was done, 
although supposed permanent, and I understand the 
estimate to repair this is £6 1 . The falling in happened 
in the open drain that takes away the refuse of both 
burns. 

132. Did the guardians, as the sanitary authority, 
make these sewers ? — Yes. 

133. Up to that time, had the Commissioners taken 
any steps to make the sewers themselves ? — They very 
often spent a considerable sum of money in keeping 
the open drains clean, and appointed a sub-committee 
to see to it, and they did it well. I recollect one 
gentleman of the Commissioners pi-esent had it as effee- 
tually drained as at the present time — Mr. Anderson. 

He got them well cleaned. 

134. Was it the guardians themselves moved in the 
matter of this extensive system of sewerage for the 
town, or were they called on by the people ?■ — There 
was an attempt made by the Town Commissioners 
themselves, and it was greatly to the surprise of many 
of us that we found it taken from our bonds and handed 
over to the guardians. 

135. That was in 1874? — Yes; I had no idea of the 
Act of Parliament passing until that. 

136. What is the population of Cookstown? — About 
3,600, according to Thom. 

137. Did the guardians, when they became the 
sanitary authority, begin to carry out a system of 
sewerage ? — They carried out what the Commissioners 
were thinking about. I opposed it then to a large ex- 
tent, unless on the condition that the area of taxation 
would he increased, seeing that the ordinary expendi- 
ture of Is. was quite enough, imd to add more to it 
would be too heavy on struggling shopkeepers. 

138. How much are the poor rates?— The poor 
rates of the town are very moderate, about on the 
average 8d. 

139. Did the Board of Guardians determine to carry 
out a system of sewerage for the town ? — They did ; 
a great deal of this arose, because our then chairman, 

Mr. Devlin, was also chairman of the Board of Guar- 
dians, and anything he took up he carried with a high 
hand. He was well supported indeed ; I supported 
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him myself; and we were led into vast expense beyond 
what we would have been but for that. 

140. Is the expense of the sewers entirely thrown 
on Cookstown itself 1 — There has been some addition 
made to it ; the town, as long as we were the Com- 
missioners, only embraced the houses and gardens 
belonging to them. We cut the line as close as we 
could to that in laying out the boundary, so as to have 
no land in it. The sanitary district now is much larger. 

141. Are the guardians charging the expense of the 
sewers in the town solely on the district comprised in 
the town, or on any of the surrounding district 1 ! — 
Yes ; the surrounding district which is in the sanitary 
district. 

142. Is the land outside paying for the sewerage 
since 1874 i — Yes, it is. 

143. Have there been disputes going on between 
the people and the guardians with regard to these 
sewers and their construction 1 — Complaints are very 
numerous, and if you listen to all, you will hear plenty 
about the way the sewers are working at present. 

144. Is it your opinion that there has been a lavish 
expenditure, or improper expenditure of money! — 
There were clever engineers, but it has totted up to a 
large sum of money. I am left in a bad condition by 
it— no person in town so bad — the main sewer, a very 
large one, passes under premises that I laid out a great 
deal of money upon, and they are in a worse state 
than I would wish to describe them. 

145. Will the sewers be a benefit to the town! — 
In some instances they will. There is one district, 
the soutliside district, close to me, that is largely 
benefited, and up to the workhouse they are largely 
benefited by it — houses with cellars to them in that 
neighbourhood. Some of the works constructed have 
actually fallen in. The open culvert that takes water 
away from the covered one, and is built on both sides 
with dry rubble masonry, has, during the winter, 
slipped in many places. A gentleman told me he 
measured four breaches : one place was about 100 
yards ; in another place there was a lesser quantity. 
And practical men, in estimating for the repair of 
these, say £60 is wanted. That occurred immediately 
after the work was taken off the contractor’s hands. 
As to the working of the smaller pipes, I saw some 
places where they were doing very badly ; and I am 
told of others where they were doing worse. The 
reason I am so badly circumstanced is — the flush 
water lias ceased to run in the large old culvert under 
my premises, mid into this culvert there are smaller 
drains falling from water-closets and the like, and 
must remain there. 

146. Is it not covered in in such a way as not to 
cause a nuisance to your premises 1 — It’s impossible — 
it escapes through stonework. To give you an idea, 
while the works were carrying on, one of the mains of 
the gas works was broken, and the gas discharged into 
this culvert ; it got up into my parlour ; on a Saturday 
it got to its height, and before Sunday was over my 
family threatened to leave the house. I brought the 
gas manager, and he got it spliced. 

147. Is the thing now completed under your house 1 
— I think the gas pipe has the splice put on it at that 
time on it yet, but the manager says it is effective in 
stopping the breach till a new pipe is put in. 

148. "Was not that an accident ? — But it’s not a 
pleasant position to be in. 

149. You say there was a pure stream went under 
your house before 1 — Both went under it — the impure 
and the pme. Now neither goes. I thought they had 
made arrangements tliat the pure would still follow 
to flush the impure, until it would meet the new one 
again. 

150. Do you know whether in consequence of com- 
plaints made as to the construction or improper con- 
struction, as alleged, of the sewers, the Board of Guar- 
dians had an engineer to examine them ? — Y es, I think 
they engaged Mr. M'Kinnon to examine them as well 
as Mr. O’Neill. 

151. Can you tell me has Mi'. M'Kinnon reported 
unfavourably of those sewers 1 — Yes, he has of some of 


them ; he reported very unfavourably as to the depth 
they have altogether. 1 

152. Are the Guardians going on with the work 
notwithstanding Mr. M'Kinnon’s report, or have thev 
stopped 1 — I think they look upon the sewerage as com- 
plete. 

153. The date of his report is December, 1876 and 
it was not finished then. Did they finish it according 
to their original plans, or according to the suggestions 
of the gentleman they called in to get the report from? 
— I think it was a good deal according to their original 
plan, but some of those interested had a good deal of 
influence in making changes upon it occasionally, be- 
cause I believe that I had satisfied the engineer that 
the fre3h water should come down under my place, and 
by some means that opinion was changed. 

154. Mr. M'Kinnon, in his report, suggested that 
the proper way would be for the Burn water to he 
allowed to inn in its original course, and to have a pipe 
laid from it to flush the sewer when it required it?— 
Yes ; to go up to the old sewer when it required it ; that 
was not done, nor no attempt at it. 

155. It suggested that three and four sewers or dis- 
tricts should be put into one, and carried out to the 
outfall ? — That’s in the southern extremity of the town, 
and I know less about that than the others. The prin- 
cipal management of it was left to the members elected 
from that end of the town. 

156. In your opinion were these sewer works carried 
out for the benefit of the town, or for the benefit of 
individuals ? — The thing is so mixed up I would not 
say it was altogether for the benefit of individuals, but 
it was largely, and the town received a lesser benefit 
in a great degree. 

157. Did the Guardians borrow money for the pur- 
pose of completing these works? — Yes. 

158. From the Board of Works? — Yes. 

159. How much ? — There is .£4,000 borrowed, and 
there is a claim for another .-£1,000. 

160. Howmuchis expended upon these sewers? — Not 
being a guardian I have it only from the officers— 
there’s £4,000 borrowed, and there is another £1,000 
wanted. 

161. Were there not complaints for damage ? — Yes; 
some they referred to arbitration, some took them to 
the quarter sessions, and some succeeded, and some did 
not. 1 don’t wish to be in law holding an official 
position, and they refused me any compensation what- 
ever. 

162. Was the sewerage carried out by the Board of 
Guardians generally, or only by a section belongingto the 
town ? — The Guardians, as a body, had no wish to do 
the thing. I heard several of the rural guardians say 
that ; and they left it to six picked out of their number, 
who had property in the town — they left it to a sani- 
tary committee of these six, but it so happened tliat 
the six never met together, and it devolved upon two 
or three of the six. 

163. I see that Mi'. M'Kinnon, in his report, says 
that the work ought to be executed for £2,700, whereas 
it has cost the town £4,450 ? — When we were talking 
about having the plan at £2,700, 1 described that we 
were never out of debt, and we would have to take it, 
like the flagging, in piecemeal. 

164. Was there ever any remonstrance about going 

on with these extensive works? — There was some. 
When there was a talk of waterworks, the town got 
into a furore. There was a meeting called by the late 
chairman, Mr. Devlin, in this room, and when he found 
that the ratepayers would vote altogether against any 
additional taxation, he left it in the hands of the whole 
mob of the town. The ratepayers showed that they 
would not be taken that way, and forced the meeting 
to he changed, and placed me in the chair, and con- 
demned the whole thing. . 

165. You say that the sewers are actually made, an 

the money borrowed and spent? — Yes ; thats the 
position we are in now. r 

166. You cannot help yourselves now the money 
being borrowed ; we really thought that the matter was 
only in contemplation, and that you were tryu^» 
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to stop, in some way, the heavy charge which it was 
sought to impose on the ratepayers. Did you apply to 
the Local Government Board on the subject, and were 
the proceedings sanctioned by them? — -We did, and 
they sent it back to the Guardians, who referred it to the 
sub-sanitary committee I told you of, and the chairman 
had meetings just as it suited his and their convenience. 
They managed it as they pleased, and left us in the 
muddle we are now in. 

167. Were there complaints made by the people to 
the Local Government Board 1 — Several times. 

1 GS. Were they made to your knowledge ? — A dozen 
of us went up with a memorial to them oue Saturday. 

169. Were there ever any complaints made on the 
part of the people to the Local Government Board, com- 
plaining of the conduct of the Guardians with regard 
to this system of sewerage ? — I don’t know that it 
went formally to the Local Government Board ; it was 
mixed up with the water question at the last. 

170. Is it in your recollection that there were repre- 
sentations made to the Local Government Board 1 — 
Yes. and to the Guardians. No man could have told 
it better than the late chairman. 

171. Did the Local Government Board send down 
their own engineer here to examine it ? — I did not know 
it at the time, and never heard of it; these things were 
•ill private ; the taxation was on us before we knew 
what we were about. 

172. I wish to ask you, as chairman, as to the sani- 
tary condition of the place. Do the Board of Guardians 
carry out the provisions of the Sanitary Act, 1874, and 
the Public Health Act, 1866?— Well, the rural guar- 
dians, when they come here on the market-days, 
are in a hurry to get away, the thing might as well 
have been given to some sub-committee ; the guardians 
don’t want to attend to it, and don’t do it. They think 
it somewhat inconsistent that they' should lay on taxa- 
tion that they never are called upon to pay for at all. 

173. Do the Board of Guardians transfer all the 
powers of looking after the town to a sub-committee ? 
— Just so. 

174. Is the sanitary condition of the town attended 
to ?— 1 The wells that are the principal things for us, 
have been very badly attended to since it went into 
their hands ; we as Town Commissioners would have 
been glad to pay attention to them and keep them in 
order, but we were completely overruled by the new 
Act. 

173. Do they look after the sanitary arrangements 
of the Louses of the poor people here ? — There is a 
good deal of that done, in the backyards and the like. 

176. Have the small houses pri vy accommodation? — 
All except a few houses in a back street, where there 
is no backyard, and which was a difficulty with the 
Commissioners who proposed different expedients for 
them, such as making wooden accommodation outside 
that could be carted away daily, but it didn’t come to 


anything. People of that class generally throw' their Cookstown. 
night-soil on the streets. - Ua ’i - 1 - 1 87 ‘- 

177. Does that continue yet? — There is nothing else j„|, n 

for it ; there are about eight or ten little houses only. H a ' r bi S <m. 
Except that portion, the town is very well done, though 

there are some open sewers and places yet that are not 
kept very clean. 

178. Ara the better class of houses in the town, all 
connected with the main-sewers ? — Yes, or being done. 

179. Are the guardians attending to that ? — Tlio 
sub-sanitary inspector is. 

180. Is there any portion of the bum, where it is 
joined by the bad stuff which flows uncovered tlumigh 
the town ?— Ho, they put a small pipe at the extremity 
of my premises to take it away, a very small one to 
bring it again into the new one below, just at the 
junction of Union-street which you passed in coming 
from the railway station. 

1S1. Is it your opinion that it would be better for 
the Town Commissioners to have the control of the 
sanitary arrangements, and that they could manage 
them better ?— It was an egregious mistake to take it 
from them. 

182. From your knowledge was the sanitaiy con- 
dition of the towm better before ’74 than now?— I 
would not say that, it would be a horrid thing to think 
that £5,000 was laid out for nothing. There are some 
places a great deal better, the parts of the town up to 
the workhouse are all improved. 

183. I see that in ’72 there was an inquiry by one 
of the Local Government Board’s inspectors as to the 
sanitary state of the town, caused by the badness of 
the sewerage? — Yes, sir. 

184. Did he report then about the bad state of the 
sewerage ? — He did. 

1S5. I suppose that was tlie origin of all? — Exactly, 
and when we were striving to be economical the 
Government stepped in and the new Act came into 
operation, and it went over to the guardians. 

186. Do you know whether the Local Government 
Board sent down any engineer after Mr. O’Brien’s in- 
quiry? — On some statement that Mr. O’Neill’s plans 
were too extensive, they sent down a Government 
engineer to see and overlook them, and I think he 
approved of Mr. O’Neill’s. 

1S7. If that be so, all the guardians would appear 
to have done is, they found plans adopted by the Local 
Government Board and by the engineer, and they car- 
ried them out %— I think it was after the plans went to 
the guardians, the Local Government Board sent down. 

185. Was it the Commissioners or the guardians, 
employed Mr. O’Neill to make the plans?— The Com- 
missioner’s first, but we found his first estimate more 
than the rates would afford, and we gave it up think- 
ing to do it piecemeal. 

189. That was the condition of things when the Act 
came into operation in ’74? — Just so. 


Dr. Henry Gra 

190. Are you the sanitary officer here? — Yes. 

191. Tell me about the sanitary condition of the 
town. First of all about the water. Are these wells 
all set right ? —They are being set right at present ; but 
I will put you in a better position as to the state of 
things as they were in August, 1876, and are now, by 
reading you two letters of reports that I read to the 
Board of Guardians : — 

“August, 1876. 

“ I am not the least surprised at Dr. Hodges’ report on the spe- 
cimens of water sent to him for analysis, ten out of the thirteen of 
which he pronounced contaminated with sewage matter, and unfit 
for domestic use. I have, during the present week, carefully exa- 
mined each of the public pumps in the town, and beg to inform you 
that, with one or two exceptions, they are all out of order, loose, 
and insecurely affixed to the freestone slabs, to which they should 
be firmly secured by strong iron bolts; in most the joints between 
the flags are open ; the result is, that when the water used in 
washing carrying cans is thrown out, it, along with the surface 
sewage water and sewage matter, is carried directly back into the 
wells. Now, let it be understood, that sewage matter acts on pare 
water much in the same way as a small fragmentary portion of barm 
acts on a large vessel of dough, in the first instance contaminating 
the entire water, and in the other leavening the entire mass. I 


VES examined. Dr. Henry 

therefore snbmit that a competent person should be employed to put Graves, 
the pnmps into perfect order, and receive special instructions to 
make the upper fittings perfectly water-tight, closing the joints in 
the flags with Roman cement, &c. X believe if this be done, and 
the water examined after the lapse of a reasonable time, it will not 
he found in so deplorable a condition as is at present supposed.” 

192. Was anything done acting on that report? — A 
man was appointed to look after them, but virtually 
they never were taken charge of, as this •will show 
you : — 

“30th March, 1877. 

“To-morrow your sab-sanitary officer, Mr. M‘Kibben,will report 
to you his examination of all the town pnmps. I have gone over 
them, and find that all the coverings are still defective, and the fit- 
tings and freestone slabs where they existed broken away- ; hence the 
surface sewage flows or percolates indirectly into the well, thus be- 
fouling the entire water supply. I therefore most urgently repeat 
mv recommendation presented to you in August last, that a compe- 
tent person should be employed, and that he receive special instruc- 
tions to make the upper fittings perfectly water-tight, and joints, 

&c. A man should be employed to inspect the pumps every day, 
and cause to be remedied any defect connected therewith as soon as 
discovered. The surface coverings should- also be kept clean and 
dry." 
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At the present time these pumps are under repair ; 
there is a sum of £19 to be expended, which will not 
have much effect upon them ; the pump opposite to my 
own door I saw it opened, and it was wonderful the 
amount of foul horrible stuff that was immediately over 
the well. I would say it was directly connected with 
the well, but you are aware that that foul matter will 
percolate through a considerable distance of soft earth. 

193. Are you able to say as to the condition of the 
water i Is the water pure or impure ? — I believe if 
Mr. M'Kinnon’s suggestion was carried out, that the 
water supply would be, if not made perfectly pure, 
vastly improved ; and I have never seen any ill effects 
from the water. 

194. In other respects are the provisions of the 
Public Health Act carried out ? Are there many 
houses here without ashpits or privies? — I am Sony to 
say that the privy accommodation, at the lower end of 
the town particularly, is very had; and the privies 
not only are few in number, but in horrible condition. 
No later than a fortnight ago I had to report a whole 
block of houses. 

195. Do the Board of Guardians attend to your 
reports? — I have reported the privy accommodation 
over and over again, and little or nothing has been 
done ; sewer's and ashpits have been cleaned, and the 
stuff removed. 

196. These houses that are without privy accommo- 
dation, and that nothing has been done about, do they 
throw then.’ night soil into the streets? — Not on the 
streets, but into the gardens. 

197. Are they allowed to collect it there? — Yes; 
they are scattered about in all directions. It is dan- 
gerous to the health of the people distinctly. 

198. How often have you reported these places to 
the Guardians ? — If I had my report-hook here I could 
show you my blocks ; I have done so several times. 

199. Are they in the same condition still? — Almost so. 

200. If they are dangerous to the inhabitants, why 
do the Guardians not proceed to close the houses ? — 
The houses are not dangerous, but the accommodation 
is very wretched. 

201. Are they dangerous from want of accommoda- 
tion ? — They are. 

202. The owners could he made to do it under the 
Act, or the Guardians could do it themselves and 
charge the owners. We hail some prosecutions at tlio 
petty sessions, and there was some dispute as to whe- 
ther it was the owner or occupier was liable for the 
expenses to be entailed. 

203. With regard to the rest of the town, are the 
houses generally — the better class — properly supplied 
with accommodation ? — Yes, fairly so. 

204. Have they drains connecting with the public 
sewers ? — Yes, as a mile. 

205. What about the sewers ? In your opinion are 
they constructed badly or well ? — Badly. I reported 
upon the 5th February, 1876, on what I considered 
the inefficient way they were being done : — 

“ When the contractor opened the cutting in Wolsor-street, which 
was done with brickwork, the wells on either side became perfectly 
dry, so soon as the cut was carried a few inches below their bottom 
the water from them percolated to the cutting then on the lower 
level. If this be so, and it cannot be denied, surely it is reasonable 
to conclude that when these wells are again, as by necessity they 
must, sunk to a level below the bottom of the sewer, the sewage 
will percolate to the well if the sewer be not water-tight, and thus 
create frightful disease. I am informed by several of the workmen 
that being constructed in sections, the work is put together very 
loosely, and the contents, as reported to me, runs out as fast as it 
goes in.” 


206. Does it drain through the sewers ? — Distinctly 
Cameron states that all bricks should he laid in 
hydrated mortar, and not “grooted" with Roman 
cement. 

207. Do you say that the sewers as constructed are 
not water-tight, and that the wells having to lie sunk 
below them the sewage matter will get into them?— 
In walking from the railway station there are three 
public wells which have become dry ; one was a public 
well, that had a splendid flow of water; the Rev. Mr 
Leslie’s well became perfectly dry ; and Mr. Mullau! 
hotelkeeper, was obliged to sink another well. There 
are some near the railway which used to be perfectly 
good, but they are dry in consequence of the sewers. 

208. As a matter of necessity, must .they be sunk 
deeper? — Yes; and I am told if they do the sewage 
matter will percolate into them. 

209. Was there any efficient overlooking of the 
contracts ? — The work was approved of by the officials 
before it was paid for. 

210. Are you satisfied as the sanitary officer with 
the sewerage condition of the town ? — The sewerage 
condition of the town in some parts is vastly improved, 
but in a considerable portion it has not done any good! 
Iir Gortalowry a great many sewers have fallen in, as 
Mr. Harbison stated, to the open sewer. It is not 
immediately through the town, the culvert is carried 
down below Mr. Gunning’s house, and then there is 
an open sewer which goes down to the exit. 

211. Have the sides of that fallen in? — Yes ; and 
completely blocked up the culvert or stopped the flow 
of sewage through the culvert very nearly. 

212. Is there anyone looks after the lodging-houses 
of the town ? — The sub-sanitary officer when his atten- 
tion is drawn to it. They are not registered, nor are 
the slaughter-houses. 

213. Have you ever represented anything about that 
to the Guardians ? — I never inspected auy of them. 

214. Is there much or any overcrowding in the 
dwellings of the poor people ? — There must be where 
there is a large moving population. I suspect on 
Saturday nights, when many tramps come in, there 
woidd be considerable overcrowding, but not as a rule. 
There are, no doubt, some bad localities in the town. 

215. Have the people of the town ample hospital 
accommodation — the poor people ? — There is the fever 
hospital and the workhouse hospital, hub the people, 
as a rule, have a strong objection to go to either. 

216. Has the attention of the guardians been 
called to the fact of these wells being dried by the 
sewers ? — This report has been before them. 

217. Have they made any effort to get a new water 
supply for the people ? — No ; there is a peculiarity 
about this limestone here ; it is very porous. For 
example, when a public well was sunk on the opposite 
side of the street to my house my well became dry, 
but in the course of twenty-four bom's it was up to its 
own level again, and I have found since that my well 
exists as a reservoir for the public well. 

218. Have you found any bad effects amongst the 
people of the town from using this water? — I cannot 
say I have observed it. We had at the end of last 
year some cases of typhoid fever, but I could not trace 
it to the water. 

219. Do you happen to know whether these slaugh- 
ter-houses are kept in proper order? — I have been in 
one or two of them at times, and they are as clean as 
slaughter-houses usually are. I think they are fair 
specimens of slaughter-houses. 


Mr. John Mr. John Marshall Weir examined. 

1,1 ‘ r 220. What evidence do you wish to give? — I am a prepared by Mr. O’Neill and they were approved of 
Town Commissioner and have been so for seven years, unanimously by the Board of Commissioners. We 
I was Chairman when the plans for the sewerage of considered that it was necessary to get the area of 
Cookstown were prepared. The town was in a -wretched taxation increased in order to run our outfall sewer, 
condition — no town in Ireland so bad. and it was for that we asked the inquiry held in 1872 

221. What engineer prepared the plans ? — The Com- by Mr. O’Brien. At that inquiry Mr. Harbison gave 

missioners employed Mr. O’Neill of Lurgan. evidence in favour of the plans of Mr. O’Neill. 

222. Was that before or. after the inquiry? — It 223. If the thing is completed, I don’t see what I 
was before the inquiry of 1872. We got the plans have got to do with the sewerage question at alL The 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 


189 


plans are earned out and the money is raised. As I 
said before, we thought that the work was not done, 
and it was on that account I came down to hold this 
inquiry, from the requisition sent to us. 

Witness. — I live in Gortalowry and the benefit to 
the town is incalculable. One of the largest owners of 
small house property told me that it was an immense 
benefit; houses that were formerly quite bad, were 
this year perfectly diy. His own property was im- 
mensely increased in value, and it is the feeling of all 
in tire town that it has been a great benefit. 

224. What about the water ?— With regard to the 
water we have only twelve public pumps in the town 
and the supply is inefficient. By twelve o’clock the wells 
are generally pumped dry. Ons is being closed at 
present by the order of the Guardians. As regards 
hist year it was said from the samples sent up that 
there were ten unfit for use. Nothing has been done 
to remedy the condition of that water since ; we have 
been obliged to drink it since, and nothing will be 
done till the Guardians are compelled to bring in a 
pure supply of water. Unless the law is made com- 
pulsory you will never get people to tax themselves 
for the benefit of others. Dr. Boughan, when he was 
here, stated he would not be induced to drink a drop 
of water in this town. Even if it were good, we have 
not enough of it. If a fire occurred in the town we 
have no water to put it out with. The wells are only 
from twenty to thirty feet deep in running sand, and 
they cannot keep out the sewage matter. 

225. Dr. Graves says some of the wells are running 
dry by the sewers being at a lower level ? — Certainly 
the water is r unnin g away into tlie sewer ; the sewer 
was made purposely to drain the country, and Dr. 
Cameron recommends that to be the best means of 
making a sewer. There was only one public pump 
run dry by the sewer. 

22G. Have the Guardians given up the idea of getting 
this water supply ? — No ; I don’t know that, hut there 
was such opposition that the people seemed to prefer 
to drink anything than to pay for pure water. A 
through supply of pure water can be had for £5,000, 
which would be about Sd, in the pound. At the same 
time it is a serious tiling for the people of the town, 
and for the Guardians, as the sanitary authority, to 
leave tlie people to drink this water that is in such a 
state ; but they ought to be tried and executed if they 
don’t do something. They say, however, they don’t 
live in the town, and won’t do it ; as for the town 
Guardians, I don’t know what they drink. But I am 
better satisfied with the Guardians than with the 
Commissioners, because they may be induced to bring 
it in, as they will not have to pay for it. 

227. Do you know the condition of the wretched 
class of houses which was spoken of ? — I do ; it is 
scandalous. There are a number of houses here which 
were pig-houses and cow-houses, and are now dwelling- 
houses ; and the Commissioners or the Guardians don’t 
think they have the power to close them. 

228. Have the Guardians not the power since 1874 ? 
— Yes. 

229. Dr. Graves says he is tired of reporting them ? 
— There are numbers without back-doors, and with 
only one small miserable room — houses formerly occu- 
pied by cows are now inhabited by people; most 
wretched houses they are, and the Guardians fail to 
cany out their duty in that x-espect. 


230. Dr. Graves has reported them, and what more Cooiutowx. 

can he do ? — The Guardians should be compelled to live Jfay ai, i s< 
in them for a slxox-t time ; then something would be Mr _ Tohn 
done. Marshall Weir 

231. How many are herding together in those 

rooms? A very great many ; and they are used as 

lodging-houses. On fair nights the people crowd into 
these houses — pick-pockets, bad characters, and all 

232. Are the slaughter-houses here kept right? — 

Yes, they are. 

233. The Guardians know very well they ought to 
give every pauper 300 cubic feet of air ? — They have 
nothing of the sort here. The Commissioners at one 
time got the houses all numbex-ed and registered ; but 
it fell through ; that was about five years ago. Un- 
less the police had charge of it, I don’t believe it will 
ever be efficiently done ; the remuneration given to 
the sanitary officer is not sufficient. 

234. Is there any water near these people’s houses ? 

— Tt is a considerable distance away ; the town is one 
and a quarter mile long, and the wells are scattered 
here and there. There are only two pumps in the 
town, which, according to Dx\ Hodges, are fit for use ; 
one of them is usually pumped out by ten o’clock in 
the morning. Last summer it was generally dry by 
nine o’clock. There is one thing I wish to draw at- 
tention to. I think it would be advantageous fox- 
towns to have the management of gasworks and 
markets. 

235. Are there fairs held here ? — Once a month ; 
and the market every Saturday, and the corn market 
on Tuesdays. 

236. Is the fair held over the town? — The cattle 
fair is held only in one place. 

237. Is any nuisance created through the town in 
that way? — None. 

238. Do you derive any benefit from it? — "We do 
not. 

239. Is the town well kept in the way of scaveng- 
ing? Very badly. The contractors do then- work 

very badly. 

240. Are the places where these wretched localities 
are ever limewashed, disinfected, or cleansed ?— They 
are limewashed sometimes. Before theseweragescheme 
was canned out there was an open sewer, but now it 
is closed in, and they throw out all nuisances into the 
streets or gardens— they are thrown out in heaps. 

241. Who removes it? — No one removes it, unless 
the landlord might occasionally go round. 

242. Until it is washed away by the rain ? — J ust so. 

There is great occasion for water to flush the sewers in 
summer ; unless this be done they will rapidly stop 

^243. You don’t appear to have a good fall for your 

sewers % We have a vex-y bad fall. The land about 

tlie town has been immensely improved by the sewerage. 

244. Is it not paying for it? — It is. The town 

stands in the townlands of Cookstown, Loy, and 
Gortalowry, and these townlands are all made to pay 
for it, although a pox-tion of these don’t stand inside 
the boundary, and those outside think they have a 
great hardship in having to pay for the sewerage of 
the town. _ T . 

245. Do they pay the full Sc?. ? — Yes. The Local 
Government Board said they could not divide the 
district. 


Mr. William Alexander Gtjnnins examined. 


246. What evidence do you wish to give? — I am 
Vice-Chairman of the Boax-d of Guardians and a 
Town Commissioner. I should like to refer to the 
difficulty of the Guardians in dealing with matters in 
connexion with the town. 

247. With regard to the sanitary matters of the 
town? — Yes. In the former chairman’s time, the 
Guardians connected with the town were called a sub- 
sanitary committee, and evex-y matter in x-eference to 
such things was thrown into then- hands. At March 
last, when I was elected vice-chairman, there were only 


two other Guardians besides myself connected with the 
town, and to the three of us the Guardians referred all 
matters in connexion with the sanitary affairs. Well, 
to give you an instance of it— you have heard Dr. 
Graves speak in his report of the contract No. 3, which 
has fallen in at Mr. Gunning’s, “Thus the passage 
of the mnin sewer is imperfectly constructed and ought 
to be repaired.” The order made by the Guardians 
was “referred to the sanitary committee with the 
request that they will have the work done at once.” 
That was on the 11th May. On making further 
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inquiries we found that the estimate from one man 
was £G2, and from another £57. One of the Guar- 
dians was from home when these were handed to us, 
and the other was with me on Saturday at the workhouse, 
and we agreed that we should not receive these tendei-s 
without consulting the board itself. I went over the 
ground on Saturday evening, and I could scarcely form 
an opinion of what it would take to do it, but the sum 
would be very considerable. But I think as far as the 
sanitary affairs are concerned, they would be much 
better in the hands of the Commissioners than the 
Guardians. 

248. About that falling in — is that not a heavy ex- 
penditure to have with these new works ? — So I should 
say. 

249. Was the contractor bound to keep the works 
in repaii- for any time ? — Three months. As regards 
the pumps, then, we had complaints about them, and 
Mr. Allen, Dr. Charles, and myself, were directed, as 
the sub-sanitary committee, to get proposals for repair- 
ing them and putting them into order. The difficulty 
we had to contend with at first was that we could get 
no one to estimate for it ; the Local Government Board 
wrote to us to urge it on, and we, after some diffi- 
culty, got a contract, and they are being thoroughly 
cleaned out and repaired now. As reference has been 
made to the sewage matter filtering into them, I may 
say that I saw myself, where the top had been taken 
off one, the joints showed that the sewage was escaping 
and going down to the well. That will be obviated by 
the cementing it properly. 

250. Suppose the water can be made good, do you 
think the supply will be sufficient from these wells t — 
I believe they will be made perfectly good. There is 
a well within 100 yards of Mr. Weir’s house equal to 
5,000 gallons a day alone. 

Mr. Weir . — That is a private well that I have no 


in Mr. Hamilton’s. 

251. Mr. Exham.— Are the present Board of Guar 
dians hiking steps to have what was an undoubted 
defect last summer rectified ? 

Mr. Gunning.— Yes ; but I think it is rather too 
much to expect that these sanitary matters should be 
handed over from the parties who originally had and 
shoidd have the management of them, to the shoulders 
of two or three. 

252. What about the portion of the town where 
these houses are which Mr. Weir said were formerly 
cow-houses aud pig-houses? — I am sorry to say that m. 
Weir and I live almost opposite to them. 

253. What has the sanitary authority done about 
that ? — They belong to a gentleman — a Guardian also. 

254. And is he a Town Commissioner too ? Yes. 

255. Dr. Graves tells you, and he is prepared to 
state it before the magistrates, that these houses are 
unfit for human habitation. There is a section of the 
Public Health Act which says the magistrates may 
make an order to close them ? — We tided to get them 
closed, even out of our own pocket, but could not 
manage it. 

256. If the sanitary officer certifies to you that they 
are unfit for human dwellings he will state that before 
the magistrates, and I am sure the magistrates will 
know ho w to act ? — There have been a few prosecutions 
but up to the present time there has been some little 
difficulty in deciding in whose name the summons 
should be brought, but I think that has been now set 
at rest — the name of the sub-sanitary officer. 

257. Are you satisfied with the lighting of the town 1 
—Yes. 

258. Have the guardians done anything at all with 
reference to cleansing the place where these houses are ? 
— Not that I am aware of. 


Mr. John Rickard examined. 


259. What do you wish to state ? — I have been a 
member of the Town Commissioners for years, and a 
member of the Board of Guardians for about four years. 
I resigned my position at the Board at the last election, 
and was a member of the sanitary committee referred 
to so frequently here. 

260. What do you say about the water 1 — I say the 
water is only defended by those who are aft-aid of the 
taxation for it — that every honest man must say. 

261. Then you think there ought to be an ample 
supply ? — I do. I have property myself, and I would 
only be too proud to be taxed for it. I have seen 
people at five o’clock in the morning pumping where 
they could not get a drop. Some gentlemen who lie in 
bed don t see that. I saw the report of Dr. Hodges, and 
I am ashamed of my townspeople coming forward here 
to refute that. There must be something that you, 
hearing these things in various towns, thoroughly under- 
stand. 


262. Do you say they are badly impregnated 1 — I 
cannot say more than Dr. Hodges. It’s a fa iling that 
gentlemen have, that have a little property. I wish 
to have plenty of properly to pay taxes for it. With 
respect to the sewerage scheme, I was on the Board of 
Commissioners when the plans and specifications were 
brought forward, and it lay there a dead letter under 
the board, when the money was paid out of the taxes 
of the town for the making of the plans, and all these 
measurements, &c., <fcc., by the engineer ; it lay there 
for years. When I was elected a guardian I urged 
the chairman of the board to take those plans into 
their hands, which they did ; they placed those plans 
before the Local Government Board and the Board 
sent down their own engineer and when they did this, 
we set about having it done at once. 

263. Do you think the present supply of water is 
sufficient ? — We have an infamous and inefficient 
supply. 


Mr. Hugh Adair examined. 


264. Is the water supply sufficient ? Do you think 
it is inefficient ? — I do ; and it is in very bad order. 

265. Do you think there is plenty of water to be had 
in town ? — There was 150,000 gallons a day pumped 
out of the sewer in one place, while the sewer was 
being constructed; they required to put a steam- 
engine upon it to keep it dry. As to the quality— the 
analyses that were obtained at that time in every 
instance showed that the quality of the water was good, 
if kept clear from impregnation by the sewerage. 
There is one point that I would like to mention, that 
in spite of this bad water that we have all been drink- 
ing, it is wonderful that our death-rate will compare 
with any in the North of Ireland ; our rate is 1 6 per 
1,000, whereas the county Tyrone generally is 25 per 
1,000, and the death-rate has never been so large or 
great as since this sewerage was made. I have to 
complain, too, that I am included in the boundary of 
taxation and derive no benefit from it— that the charge 


for extra sewerage has not been properly proportioned 
in Cookstown. There are four townlands comprised 
in the town, or that the town is built upon ; there are 
only three of these townlands charged with the extra 
rate, and one townland that is included for the special 
charge is not affected by the sewerage in any way. 

266. That is, it has to pay its share and gets no 
benefit? — Yes. 

267. Which portion is that? — There’s Gortaloury, 
Loy, Coolnafranky, Monrush, and Cookstown. Mon- 
rush gets the benefit of the sewerage and is not charged 
the special rate, and Coolnafranky is charged and gets 
no benefit. I have to complain, also that there is an 
equal rate charged on all townlands whether much or 
little affected by the sewerage. We have been advised 
by counsel that the money should be fairly pro- 
portioned over the townlands, yet neither the Guar- 
dians nor the Local Government Board take any 
notice of it at all. 
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Mr. William Smith examined. 


268. On what point do you wish to be examined 1 ! 

l -was one of the Commissioners that took an active 

part in having the plans drawn up by Mr. O’Neill. 

1 269. What about the water! — The town at present 
is in a most abominable state for want of water, and the 
water is bad. I have seen from two to ten and a 
dozen people waiting for water, and could not get it. 
The Commissioners have ordered, too, that no carts, 


nothing on wheels, can go near it ; and people having 
carts have to go to the country for water. 

270. What about the sanitary condition of the town ? 
— It is not kept clean enough. 

271. What about these poor houses? — Well, there 
are some houses that are not as good as they ought to 
be ; there is no proper supervision over them. There 
are wells in this town that nobody would think of using. 


COOK8TOWS. 

May 21,1877. 

Mr. William 
Smith. 


Mr. James M'Millan examined. 


272. Axe you one of the Town Commissioners ? — 
I am not ; lama private inhabitant. 

273. What do you say about the water 1 — I am not 
at all opposed to the water, because we do require it ; 
but I am opposed to the way they are trying to bring 
it in. I believe the wells are not properly attended 
to ; if they were, there is sufficient water in the town 
and neighbourhood to supply the wants of twice the 
inhabitants we have. There is a well in my own yard 


and the water is excellent. Mr. Raphael and Mr. 
M'Kenzie have wells in them yawls, and they are all 
good. The wells have not been sufficiently protected 
from impurities percolating into the water, but to say 
that Cookstown is deficient in water is a thing that 
nobody would say. They all take it for granted that 
if pipe-water was here it would be all that would be 
desired. Now, it is very doubtful whether it would 
be better or softer, or not. 


Mr. James 
M'Millan. 


Mr. John Thompson examined. 

274. What do yon wish to say ?— I am an inhabit- could not be a proper supply got by pumps ; the soil 
ant for eighteen years. The quality of the water is is broken rock and drift soil, and the only place where 
proved to °be very bad, and the quantity inefficient, there is pure water is where there is soft clay. 

A good supply is what we want at present. There 


Mr. Thomas M'Clelland examined. 


275. What do you wish to speak about ? — The com- 

plaint of the ratepayers about the extravagant way in 
which the sub-committee has laid out their money on 
the sewers. . 

276. But what about the water?— The parties who 
were supposed to be the opposition are not opposed to 


water ; they are in favour of a plentiful supply ; but 
they are not in favour of the extravagant way they 
would give it to us. They told us the sewerage would 
cost under £3,000; now we are told that it cost 
£6,000 ; and the thing will just be the same with the 
water. 


Mr. Thomas 
M'Clelland. 


1. Mr. Lawless. — Axe you the town clerk of 
Newry? — Yes. 

2. Under what Act are the Town Commissioners 
of Newry constituted? — Under the Towns Improve- 
ment (Ireland) Act, 1S54, the 17 &■ IS Vic., chap. 
103 ; and another Act, the 34 it 35 Vic., chap. 198, 
called the Newry Improvement and Waterworks Act. 

3. Are the Town Commissioners as a body incor- 
porated by that Act ? — Yes, and have a common seal. 

4. When was the Towns Improvement Act of 
1854 adopted in Newry? — In the year 1865 — in 
February, 1865. 

5. What Act were the Town Commissioners under 
before the adoption of that Act of 1854? — The 9 
George 4, chap. 82. 

6. How many Commissioners were appointed in 
Newry, in February, under the Act of 1854? — 
Eighteen Commissioners. Each ward returns six 
Commissioners. 

7. Is that number full now ? — Yes. 

8. Do the present Commissioners possess the 
qualifications required by the Act of 1854? — Yes; 
"they all possess the necessary qualification. 

9. Is tins town of Newiy divided into wards? — 
Yes, it is divided into three wards. 

10. Give me their names, and how they are 
situated? — The North and South Wards, which are 
situated entirely in the county Down, and the West 
Ward, situated in the county Armagh. 

11. Give me the valuation of those wards re- 
spectively, and the number of voters in each? — 
The valuation of the West Ward is £13,108 5s., 
South Ward £9,111 18s., and of the North Ward 
£7,443 9s., making the total £29,663 12s. Those 
are the valuations for 1876. 

12. What is the valuation of the entire town for 
the year 1877? — The revised valuation of the entire 


NEWRY— March 5, 1877. NEWBT - 

. March 5. 187?. 

(Before Mr. Commissioner Lawless, Q.c.) 

Mr. Robert H. Dohektt examined. Mr . Robert H, 

town is £30,102 17s., which includes everything. Doherty. 

The gross valuation for 1877, of the county Armagh 
portion is £1 3,335 5s., and of the county Down portion, 

£16,767 12s. The number of voters are — in the West 
Ward, 401 ; South Ward, 375 ; and North Ward, 

275 ; total, 1,051. 

1 3. Are the limits of the municipal borough and 
the Parliamentary borough coterminous? — No; the 
limits of the Parliamentary boundary are much larger 
than the municipal boundary. 

14. Do you know the acreage of the municipal • 
borough 1 — The gross acreage of the municipal borough 
is 711 a. 2b. 4p. 

15. And I believe the Parliamentary limit is about 
three times as much?— I suppose it is fully that. 

16. The population at the census of 1871 was, I 
believe, 14,078? — Yes. 

17. Have the Town Commissioners of Newry any 
property besides that which they acquired by tbe 
purchase of the sites for markets!— No; nothing 
except what they acquired under the Act of 1871.' 

18. Have they any property from which they 
receive rents ? — No ; they have no rents. 

19. Are they entitled to any receipts from the port 
and harbour of Newiy 1 — No ; none 

20. By what body is the port and harbour managed 1 
—The Newry Navigation Company — a joint stock 
company ; it is managed by them. 

21. I believe that body is constituted under a suc- 
cession of Acts of Parliament passed for the purpose ? 

—Yes. 

22. Does the Newry Navigation Company receive 
the entire income derived from the port and harbour 1 
—Yes with the exception of such dues as are received 
by the’ body called the Carlingford Lough Commis- 
sioners, who receive a portion of the dues. 

23. What portion do they receive ! — Ajxillage for 


2 C 2 
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Newby passiug over the bar of Carlingford and using Carling- 
Marrh 5. 1877. ford Loilgll. 

- — 24. Have the Town Commissioners of Newry any 

l)oli(-r"v' Prt ' interest in these receipts ? — No ; nor have they any 
control over them. 

25. Have they .as Town Commissioners any represen- 
tation upon the Board of Commissioners of Carlingford 
Lough, or upon the Newry Navigation Company? — 
On the Newry Navigation Company they have no 
right to any representation ; on the other board they 
have a right to appoint two, but from difficulties that 
from time to time arose, and a belief that they were not 
treating Newry fairly, the Commissioners sought to 
remove them. 

26. By what authority are those Commissioners 
appointed on the Carlingford Lough Commission ? — 
By the authority of a Provisional Order of the Board 
of Trade, confirmed by Act of Parliament in 1864. 

27. Are any members of the Municipal Corpo- 
ration of Newry, by virtue of their office as Municipal 
Commissioners, appointed on the Board of the Carling- 
ford Lough Commissioners ? — There are two. One of 
them has ceased to be a Town Commissioner, and he 
refuses to retire from the Board of the Lough Com- 
missioners in favour of another whom they wish to 
appoint. The other is still a Town Commissioner. 
They consider that they are appointed for life. 

28. Has the position of the gentleman who ceased 
to be a Town Commissioner been filled up in the Town 
Commissioners in the ordinary way 1— Y es ; in the 

1 usual way — by the ratepayers. 

29. I find that by the Newry Improvement and 
Waterworks Act of 1871 the powers of the Grand 
Juries both of the county of Down and county Armagh 
have been transferred to tlie Town Commissioners, 
except so far as regards county at large charges ? — 
Yes. 

30. And I find that by the 24th section the Town 
Commissioners were empowered to purchase and ac- 
quire lands. Have they purchased lands under the 
powers of this Act ? — Yes ; for the purposes of the Act 

. they have. 

31. For the purposes of public markets ? — Yes; for 
the purpose of constructing public markets. 

32. Have they erected a town hall in Newry ? — 
No ; they have not. 

33. Have they erected baths and wash-houses? — No. 

34. Have they opened any public park ? — No. 

35. Have the waterworks for obtaining a supply of 
water, the construction of which was contemplated by 
this Act, been made? — They are made — perfectly 
made. 

36. Are they, now in operation ? — Yes ; working 
satisfactorily. 

37. Were there any public waterworks in Newry 
before they were made 1 — There were works known as 
Hallewell’s waterworks. 

38. Whose property were they in 1871, when the 
Act was passed ? — They wei'e then the property of the 
Town Commissioners. 

39. When did the Town Commissioners acquire 
them? — Sometime in 1870. The draft agreement for 
the purchase of Hallewell’s waterworks was adopted 
by a resolution of the Town Commissioners passed on 
the 15th February, 1870, appointing Mr. Rofe, Mr. 
Bernard B. Murray, and Mr. Park Neville, as arbi- 
trator's to fix by award the price to he paid for these 
works. 

40. Was there a price fixed by those arbitrators? — 
There was. 

41. How much was it? — The award was £3,948. 

42. Was the agreement adopted by the municipal 
body ? — Yes ; it was ratified by them afterwards. 

43. Have you got the resolution referred to there ? 
— I have the minute of it. 

44. Will you let me have it ? — Yes. (Reads resolu- 
tion.) 

“ 20tliDecemlier, 1869. That the water committee be authorized 
to carry the arbitration with Mr. Hallewell into effect, and that 
authority be given to them to apply for a loan at a rate «f interest 
i not exceeding five per cent.” 


On the 2nd May, 1870, the award was made by the 
arbitrators, and a report was sent in. A very Ion* 
document was received from Mr. Park Neville. ° 

45. Read the minute of the 2nd May, 1870 i Jt 

deals with a scheme for making a reservoir at 
O’Neill’s bog, which would cost £7,790, and it thea 
brings in Hallewell’s waterworks. The award fixed 
£3,948 as the price to be given for these works. 
They were purchased, and on the 24th April, 1871 
tlie purchase-money was paid. The Town Commit 
sioners were not able to borrow the money at the time 
the arbitration was made. They sought to borrow a 
larger sum — £10,000 — for the purpose of extending 
the existing system and supplementing it by another 
supply, and in consequence some time elapsed, diffi- 
culties arose, and it was February, 1871 (nearly a year 
after the date of purchase), before they were able to 
effect the loan of £5,000 to pay for the works, and in 
addition we bad to pay five per cent, on the amount 
of the awai'd. In February, 1871, the Town Commis- 
sioners paid to Mr. Hallewell’s trustees the principal 
sum of £3,948. They paid also £6 5s. commission ou- 
tlie loan, £95 14s. 6 d. the costs of the arbitration and 
loan, and £59 their own solicitor’s costs. These sums, 
amounting to £4,108 19s. Gd., were paid out of the 
£5,000. They paid also £146 14s. lOd. interest on 
tlie purchase-money. That interest was paid out of 
the rates. The balance of tlie £5,000 after the above- 
mentioned payments was applied in purchases ami 
works connected with Hallewell’s waterworks. 

46. Were the works then conveyed to the Town 
Commissioners ? — Yes ; but they had had possession 
of them the year before. 

47. Were these works regularly and legally con- 
veyed to the Town Commissioners? — Yes ; they were 
then regularly conveyed. 

48. Did the Town Commissioners levy any waterrate? 
— Yes ; they levied a water rate of Gd. in the pound 
under the 17 and 18 Vic., cap. 103. 

49. I find by the Act of 1871 that provision is 
made for the supplying of water to the public by the 
Town Commissioners from that source which they 
acquired by the purchase from Hallewell’s trustees, 
and also from the supply of water that was to be pro- 
vided under the new Act of 1871? — Yes. 

50. Have they since continued to supply the town 
from Hallewell’s waterworks? — A supply has been 
since obtained from the new works at Camlough, and 
the town is supplied from them always, except a case 
should arise in which they might have to draw on 
Hallewell’s waterworks. 

51. What is done with the supply from Hallewell's 
works? — Nothing at present. Hie pressure from it 
was not strong enough to reach the higher portions of 
the town by gravitation. 

52. Upon what security did they borrow the 
£5,000 in February, 1871 %— On the security of the 
rates of the town — on the Gd. water rate. 

53. Have you got any copy of the mortgage ? — That 
mortgage has been paid off since. 

54. Entirely? — Yes. _ 

55. From what source has the money to pay it off 
been obtained ? — By the borrowing by the Town Com- 
missioners of £15,000 on the 26th March, 1872, 
which was to be repaid in thirty years. 

56. Under what authority was that £15,000 bor- 
rowed? — It was borrowed under the Act of 1871- 
The £5,000 mortgage was paid off two days after- 
wards — on the 28th March, 1872. 

57. From whom was that £15,000 borrowed?—- 

From the United Kingdom Temperance and General 
Provident Institute. .. 

58. At wbat rate of repayment was the £15, Ow 

borrowed ? — At five per cent, interest and one and * 
half per cent, sinking fond, or nearly so ; the debt «> 
be extinguished in thirty years from the date at which 
it was borrowed. , . 

59. Upon what security was the £15,000 borrowed . 
— On the security of the Newry town rate and water 
rate — the Newry town fund and water fund. 
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gO. Up to the time of the passing of the Act of 
1871 was there any other public debt owing by the 
Newiy Town Commissioners except that of £5,000 
contracted for the purchase-money of Hallew ell’s 
waterworks] — None. 

61. Have the Municipal Commissioners borrowed 

any more money? — Yes ; on the 3rd of June, 1872, 
they borrowed a further sum of .£15.000 from the 
Church of England Assurance Institute on the same 
terms. . , . . .. 

62. At five per cent, interest and one and a nan 
per cent, sinking fund? — Yes ; and both principal and 
interest to be paid off in thirty years. 

63. Have they borrowed any further sum?— On 
the 1st September, 1873, they borrowed a further sum 
of £8,000 from the United Kingdom Temperance and 
General Provident Institute. 

64. Is that also borrowed on the same terms ? — Y es ; 
the payment was to extend over the same period. 

65. Upon what security was it borrowed ? — Upon 
the same security ; the Ncwry town lute, aiul the rates, 
rents, and profits under the Act. 

6G. Had any portion of the second sum of £15,000 
been paid oft - at the time they borrowed the £8,000 ! 
—Well, a little, but not much. The first £1 5,000 was 
borrowed on the 26th of March. 1872, and the first 
repayment was made in September of the same year, 
and also another repayment. The two would amount 
to £223 Is. Id. — this is on the first .£15,000. 

67. Had any payment been made for the second 
£15,000 ?— The second was borrowed on the 3rd June, 
1872. There would be two payments made on it 
which would be about £223 7 s. 2d. 

68. So that those two sums of £15,000 would be 
reduced by something like £446 ? — Yes, reduced by' 
that much before the £8,000 was borrowed. 

69. How did the Commissioners intend to borrow 
£8,000 on the 1st September, 1873, when their bor- 
rowing powers under the Act of 1871 were limited to 
£37,000 ? — No ; they had power to borrow £42,000 
including the £5,000 borrowed for Hallewell’s water- 
work. 

70. Up to the 1st September, 1873, they exercised 
those powers to the extent of borrowing £38,000. 
Did they borrow any more after that date ? — Yes ; on 
the 4th May, 1874, they borrowed £4,000. 

71. From whom?— From the United Kingdom 
Temperance and General Provident Institute. 

72. At what rate? — The same rote — five per cent, 
interest and one and a half sinking fund. 

73. "Was that also borrowed upon the same security ? 
— Yes ; upon the same security. 

74. They then reached the limit of their borrowing 
powers ? — Yes ; that £4,000 exhausted their borrow- 
ing powers. 

75. Have they incurred any capital debt beyond 
that? — They borrowed no money beyond that. 

76. Some portion of the capital debt has been re- 
paid? — Yes. 

77. What was the amount due on the capital debts 
on the 14th February, 1S77 ? — £39,274 18s. 7 d. 

78. How is the payment made — is it by sinking 

fund 1 Yes ; with the interest up to the 31st Decem- 

ber, 1876, there was £1,096 13s. lOd. of the first 
£15,000 repaid. 

79. Up to the present time does the £39,274 
18s. 7 d. represent the entire amount of capital debt 
charged upon the town-rate and the water-rate? — 
Yes 

80. With respect to the £42,000 that the Town 
Commissioners borrowed, they applied £4,108 19s. Id. 
in paying off Hallewell’s trustees and costs connected 
with the purchase from them? — Yes. 

81. How much was employed in the purchase of 
ground for the public markets ? — I cannot give you 
that amount separate. 

82. Can you give me the whole amount that was 
applied for the purpose of acquiring ground and erect- 
ing the necessary buildings for the markets ? — I have 


the amount in I cannot give it to you sepa- JETO ' 

, , March 5 . 1877 . 

rotelv. . 

83*. Of the moneys that you borrowed, amounting M r . Robert H. 
altogether to £42,000, was there any portion applied Doherty, 
in paying the cost of obtaining the Act of 1871? — 

There was. 

54. How much ? — The Act cost nearly £8,000. The 
Town Commissioners’ proportion of that was £4,220 
16s. llr/., besides which they had to pay costs of the 
arbitration before Mr. Hancock amounting to £1,291 
1 3s. lid., making in all for the cost of the Act £5,494 
10s. 10d. 

85. Were there any petitioners against the bill ? — 

Yes ; about thirty or thirty-five. 

86. Did the Grand Jury of the county Down peti- 
tion against it ? — Yes. 

87. And the Grand Jury of Armagh ? — Yes. 

55. Did the Newry Navigation Company petition 
against it? — Yes; they appeared to petition against 
the hill, hut there was no very serious opposition on 
their part. They were opponents of the bill till it left 
the committee. 

89. I see that by the 114th section the cost of ob- 
taining the Act was distributed amongst certain 
bodies ? — Yes. 

90. How much did the Municipal Commissioners of 
Newry pay as their portion? — £4,220 16s. lid. The pro- 
portions of costs of this bill to be borne by the diffe- 
rent parties were settled by the award of Mi-. Hancock of 
Kurgan, and this is the award he made. (Hands in Mr. 

Hancock’s award.) The costs were taxed in London. 

91. How was the proportions by which they were to 
be borne by the different parties ascertained ? Was it 
by the arbitration of Mr. Hancock ? — Yes ; that was 
what he took up. 

92. What markets did the Town Commissioners of 
Newry purchase under the powers of that Act? — They 
purchased the Butter-crane Market — an old market 
that was in existence before the Commissioners took 
up the market business. 

93. Who were the owners to that market? — The 
trustees of the late Earl of Kilmorey. 

94. Is that market used by them as a butter market ? 

It is used for the sale of firkin butter and flax, 

lump butter and eggs. 

95. Subject to what rent or what conditions did 
they purchase this market? — They purchased in fee 
under the powers of the Act. 

96. Did the Commissioners by that purchase acquire 
the right to receive all tolls and dues, and payment 
with respect to the market? — There were no tolls from 
the market at the time of the purchase. It was 
managed by the trustees of Lord Kilmorey. The 
people used it or not as they pleased. 

97. Do the Municipal Commissioners charge any 
dues? — Yes ; they charge under the Act of 1871 tolls 
for weighing. 

98. Did they purchase any other markets?— I here 
were no other markets in existence at that time but 
the one. The rest of the markets were all created. 

The Town Commissioners purchased ground and pre- 
mises in different places of the town, and constructed 
public markets aud market places. The Town Com- 
missioners have constructed, and have opened for public 
use five public markets in which all markets and fairs 
are held. 

99. Did the Town Commissioners purchase any 
other ground or premises in the town? — Yes ; for 
making street improvements, making a new street, and 
building a bridge. 

100. What portion of the £42,000 borrowed by 
the Town Commissioners, was expended in the purchase 
and erection of the markets ?— I can give you a return 
of the gross amounts expended by the Commissioners 
for the purchase of markets and grounds, and premises 
for the purpose of markets and for making street improve- 
ments; and also the gross amount expended in building 
the markets, and making them fit for public use, and in 
mnTHng the street improvements I have mentioned. I 
have prepared a paper showing, in general terms, the 
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mode in which the £42,000 were applied. (Hands in 
<7. document — Appendix). I can, if it is necessary, get 
fi all the details from the books. 

101. How much was expended for the purchase and 
erection of the markets? — It is all stated in this 
document handed in — £3,053 were applied for the 
purchase of the butter-crane. The ground for the 
Needham-street markets, east and west, cost £1,722 
5s. 9t?. The ground for tire Mary-street markets, 
north and south, cost £2,013 8s., and £1,312 3s. Id. 
was applied for the purcLase of ground for town im- 
provements, and £9,085 7s. 9 d. were paid to con- 
tractors for construction of the markets, and for town 
improvements. 

102. What besides the markets and waterworks 
were the town improvements made by the Town Com- 
missioners by means of any portion of the £42,000 ? — 
There was a number of houses purchased, and a street 
opened up, and a bridge built, and some slob lands were 
taken up, and a street widened. The gross cost of that 
was about £2,928 18s. Sd. 

103. Including law costs and sundries 1 — Yes. 

104. Is there a fire brigade in He wry ? — There is. 

105. And a fire brigade station ? — Yes. 

106. Was it built by the Commissioners? — There 
was a lease taken of the present premises occupied by 
the Commissioners. On the place devoted to the fire 
brigade a new roof was put on, and a residence for the 
caretaker supplied. 

107. Was any money expended on that? — Yes, 
about £100. 

108. Was the entire property which was purchased 
by the Town Commissioners for market purposes used 
by them for that purpose, or was there any portion of 
the ground sold by the Commissioners as surplus 
ground ? — There was £2,173 15s. 4 d. worth of property 
sold for building purposes. 

109. Is the purchase-money received for those 
grounds debited in the account of the Commissioners ? 
— Yes, and credited on property. 

110. You have now mentioned about expending on 
the purchase of property, erection of markets, and im- 
provements of the town £19,654. How have the 
Commissioners applied the residue of the £42,000 bor- 
rowed? — There was £4,108 19s. 6 d. for Hallewell’s 
waterworks, which included the costs of arbitration and 
mortgage, and some other law costs? — £12,000 were 
paid to the trustees of the Camlough waterworks. 

111. Was that under the Act of 1871 ? — Yes. We 
paid Mr. Alexander Boyd for promoting the bill on 
behalf of the Commissioners £1,335 4s. 5 d. 

112. Was that £1,335 4s. 5 d., portion of the 
£4,220 16s. id. you mentioned as the portion paid by 
the Commissioners 1 — Yes. The gross costs charged 
to the Commissioners was £5,512 0s. 9 d., inn. sm up.h as 
we had to pay the solicitors of the owners of this land, 
and the proprietors that went before the arbitrators 
for their costs. 

113. The solicitors of all the owners?— The soli- 
citors, for instance, of the trustees and of the tenants 
who appeared before the ai-bitrator. They were obliged 
to pay their costs in addition to the £4,220 that Mr. 
Hancock awarded. 

114. How much was expended with regard to the 
costs of that bill ? — Including Mr. Hancock’s award, 
the gross amount was £5,512 0s. 9 d. 

115. Have you got a copy of Mr. Hancock’s award? 
— I have a minute of it. 

116. What other expenditure did the Commissioners 
make? — They had a further expenditure of £5,517 
7s. id. for works for the distribution of the water 
Supply throughout the whole township — for water- 
pipes, valves, and fittings. 

117. Does that exhaust the entire amount they had 
borrowed ? — Yes ; that should exhaust the entire 
amount; in fact it exceeds the entire amount by 
£152 6s. 10c?. The total amount spent was £42,152. 

118. Do the sums you have mentioned represent 
the entire amount expended upon the markets and 
waterworks ?— No ; because £2,173 15s. id., the pro- 


duce of the sale of surplus lands and property were 
also expended upon the markets, town improvements 
and waterworks. ’ 

119. What rates do the Commissioners levy? 3 S 

in the pound for town rates, and they have Is. in the 
pound for a water rate, and the rate on arable land is 
only one-fourth of these — which would be 9 <?. for the 
town rate and 3c?. for the water rate. 

120. Do they levy the 3s. rate under the powers nf 

the Act of 1 87 1 1— Yes. 1 of 

121. Under what Act do they levy the water rate 
°f It?.? — Under the same powers — by it and the 
original Act of 1854. 

122. I find here by the 52nd sec. of the Act of 
1871, that they levy a rate to be called the “Newry 
water rate,” not to exceed 3c?. in the pound in any 
year. Then, in case the produce of the rate in any 
year should not be sufficient for the purposes to which 
it is applicable, they may make a further levy of 9rf. 
on all property rateable in Newry, except stores and 
mills separately valued as such ; and if that is not 
sufficient, they may levy that 9c?. rate on the stores and 
mills ? — Yes; the Is. water rate is put on the domestic 
supply, and we were obliged to put 6c?. on the milk 

123. Is that Is. rate levied under the provisions of 
the Act of 1871 ? — Yes ; under the Act of 1871. 

124. Can yon show me any minute or resolution of 
the Commissioners authorizing the levy of the 9ii. 
rate? — (Minute of 6th September, 1875, produced.) 

125. I find that a rate of Is. in the pound is levied 
on all property except mills and stores — that is 3d. 
and 9c?. — under the 52nd sec. of the Act, and then 
they levy 6c?. on the mills and stores ? — Yes. 

126. That is an additional- rate of 3c?. on the stores 
and mills? — Yes. 

127. And the other is a special rate? — Yes. 

128. Have they levied a town rate of 3d; since the 
passing of the Act ? — Yes. 

129. Upon what rateable property is that town 
rate of 3d. levied? — Upon all property in the town 
except railways, canals, and lands. 

130. How much does that come to? — Property 
valued at £27,655 2s. is rated at 3c?. in the pound — 
£933 is rated at 9c?., which embraces all the railways, 
gardens, and meadows. 

131. Is the water rate struck at the same time as 
the town rate, in October in each year ? — Yes. 

132. What was the amount of the town x-ate in 
October, 1875? — The gross town rate was £4,1S5 
11s. 4c?., and the gross water rate £1,266 5s. 2c?., 
making together, £5,423 10s. 6c?. 

133. What was the amount of the two rates — town 
rate and wateivrate — struck in October, 1876 ? — 
£5,451 18s. 

134. That exceeds the amount of the preceding year 
by £28 7s. 6c?. How is that 1 — We have bad a good 
deal of improvement in the town ; there has been more 
property rated. I should remark that on the 1st Janu- 
ary the arrears of the rate is taken .into this year ; 
there is a pox-tion of that rate included in 1875 ; tLe 
arrears were only £4,040 2s. 11c?. 

135. On the 1st January, 1876, the arrears of the 
town rate were £4,040 2s. 11c?.? — Yes ; there was 
collected and lodged between the 1st October and the 
31st December the difference between £4,040 and 
£4,166 10s. 3c?. — the town rate struck in October, 1875. 

136. I understand how that is. Your rate being 
struck in October, and your financial year ending on 
31st December, leaves but very little time for the 
collection of the new rate ? — Yes. 

137. I find that for the year ending 31st December, 
1876, arrears of both rates amountingto £15419s. 11c?., 
are in the account audited by Mr. Collot in the 14th 
February, 1877, described as irrecoverable ? — Yes. 

138. How are rates declared irrecoverable ? Is the 
matter brought before the Commissioners ? — It 13 
brought before the finance committee ; they go through 
the sheets of the collection item by item, and see that 
the collector has exercised due care. 

139. Upon what grounds are those rates declared 
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irrecoverable ? — On account of vacant property — pro- 
perty not occupied by anyone. 

140. Besides the rates you have already mentioned, 
do the Commissioners levy any other — a sewer rate 
for instance ? — No; we never had any district sewer 
rate in Newry. 

141. Do they levy any rates under the Sanitary 
? — No ; they do not. 

142. Nor any cemetery rate? — No ; there is no 
public cemetery. 

143. By whom are the rates collected here? — By a 
collector named M'Cormaek. 

144. Does he collect the town rate and the water 
rate ? — Yes ; they are both collected at the one time. 

145. Is he appointed annually ? — No ; he has held 
his appointment for a number of years. 

146. Is a new appointment made every year ? — No ; 
there is no new appointment made every year, but a 
new warrant is made out and signed every year. 

147. Does the collector give security 1 — -He does. 

148. In what form ? — By a joint and several bond 
for £500 principal, with two sureties. The bond is in 
my office. 

149. Are the sureties living ? — They are both living. 

150. Does Mr. Collot require to see the collector’s 
bond when he comes round ? — He does. 

151. Who is your treasurer? — The Northern Bank- 
ing Company. 

152. How often has your collector to lodge his cash ? 
— Weekly. 

153. Is there a by-law to the effect that he must 
lodge every week ? — Yes. 

154. Is it the rule that he is to lodge in the bank 
when he has a certain amount of money in his hands ? 
— He must lodge every week no matter what the 
amount is. 

155. Is that rule complied with by your collector ? 
— It is. 

156. How do the Commissioners ascertain that it is 
complied with ? Do they require the bank-book to be 
produced before the finance committee ? — Once a month 
they have it brought up. 

157. How often does the finance committee meet? 
— The finance committee meets every Monday. 

158. Do they examine the bank-book once a month 
to see if that rule has been complied with ? — They do 
not examine it once a month. A financial statement 
is laid before them on the first Monday of each 
month. 

159. By whom is that financial statement pre- 
pared ? — By me as town clerk. 

160. Have you got the last financial statement? 
I wish to see the form of it ? — Yes. (Form of financial 
statement produced.) 

161. This abstract sheet was passed and signed by 
Mr. Collot? — Yes. 

162. Will you now look to the receipt 'side of the 
abstract sheet for the year 1876 (Appendix No. 14, 
p. 365) I— ' Yes. 

163. Are all the receipts of every kind of the 
Municipal Commissioners of Newry, as such, for the 
year 1876, included in that list of receipts? — All. 

164. From every source ? — Yes. 

165. Are they entitled to receive any income from 
any other source — I mean as Municipal Commis- 
sioners ? — No ; from no other source. 

166. Does that include the balance in their favour 
at the close of the last year’s account? — Yes ; it 
includes the net balance. 

167. Which last year was £671 6s. 8 id. ? — Yes. 

168. It also includes the balance to the credit of 
property account? — Yes. 

169. Which amounted to £460 12s. id. ? — Yes. 

170. The sum mentioned with respect to rates for 
the year 1875—76 is £2,940 8s. 4 cl. Does that sum 
represent the actual receipts with respect to the town 
rate and the water rate 1 — No ; it only represents the 
actual receipts of town rate, and which have been 
lodged to the credit of the Town Commissioners. 

171. Are the actual receipts of the Commissioners 


on account of the water rate included in the receipt 
side of the waterworks account? — They are. 

172. Both the receipts on account of arrears and 
what may be called the current rate ? — Yes. 

173. I perceive the receipts on the receipt side of 
the account comprise the receipts from various sources, 
such as fines, licenses, <fec. ? — Yes. 

174. ' I see an item of £55 received from manure 
sold ?— Yes. 

175. How is the manure sold? — It is sold by the 
inspector who makes it up. 

176. Is it the manure collected by the street 
scavengers? — Yes. 

177. Is it sold by public auction ? — We never could 
manage to sell it by auction. We tried it on two 
occasions, but could not manage it. It is sold to 
farmers, as we can get buyers for it. 

17S. Is there a place of deposit for it in the town ? 
— There is, but we do not deposit more than one-third 
of the stuff off the streets as manure. We use port of 
it for the purpose of filling places where the ground 
requires to be made up. Anything worth being pre- 
served as manure we send to the depot. 

179. Who gives the Commissioners the account of 
the manure sold ? — The town inspector. 

180. What other officer's have the Commissioners 
besides the town inspector ? — Their officers consist of 
the town clerk (myself), an assistant in the office, the 
rate collector, two town inspectors (who are also sub- 
sanitary officers), a staff of clerks who conduct the 
business in the public markets, and the engineer. 

181. What is your salary as town clerk? — £175 
a year. 

182. Was that the salary you were originally paid? 
— No ; the original salary was £60 a year. 

183. When? — In the year 1868. 

184. When was the last increase made to your salary ? 
— About 1872 ; the time that the markets under this 
bill commenced operations. 

185. You say you have an assistant in your office? 
— Yes. 

186. What salary does he receive? — He received 
£70 a year up to the 31st December, 1865. 

187. Was there any increase of salary given to him 
then ? — Yes ; an inci'ease of £10 a year. 

188. What other officers have you? — The town sur- 
veyor and the solicitor. ’ 

189. Is the engineer a professional engineer ? — Yes. 

190. What is his name? — Mr. J.L. Devenish Meares. 

191. What is he paid ? — £80 a year. 

192. What are his duties as town surveyor? — He 
has charge of the waterworks, the street drainage, 
general surface repairs of the street, repairs of the 
footpaths, market repairs, and the general superinten- 
dence of all the works of the Commissioners. 

193. Has he anything to do with the superinten- 
dence of the scavenging ? — No. 

1 94. What other officers are there? — There are two in- 
spectors — the town inspector and the assistant inspector. 

195. Are they under the town surveyor ?— No ; 
they are directly under the Commissioners. Of course 
they may be under the town surveyor as well. 

196. What are their salaries ? — One has 21 s. a week, 
and the other 15s. 

197. What are their duties? — They have all the 
street duties — the inspection under the sanitary Act. 

198. Are they also sub-sanitary officers ? — Yes; 
they are. One has £10 8s. a year and the other £5 4s. 
as sanitary officers. 

199. What other people have the Commissioners 
employed ? — They have a water inspector who looks 
after turning on the different supply cocks, and putting 
the water into private houses. 

200. Are these waterworks under the control of the 
Commissioners, or the control of the trustees ? — They 
are entirely under the control of the Commissioners 
within the township ; from Camlougk Lake to the muni- 
cipal boundary they are under thecontrol of thetrustees. 

201. I find by the Act that the outlet of the water 
from the lake, is to be under the control of. the 


Newby. 
March 5, 1877. 

Mr. Robert H. 
Dolierty. 
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Newby. trustees ? — It is ; except under circumstances, sucli, for 

March 5, 1877. instance, as our not getting a proper supply. If that 
Mr. Robert H. happened we could go in and take possession. We 
Doiierty. have a number of officials connected with the markets. 

202. By whom is the scavenging of the town done 1 
— By men who are employed by the Commissioners 
daily or weekly. 

203. Who employs them 1 — The town inspector. 

204. Are they employed by the day or by the week 1 
— That is just as they are required. Borne are em- 
ployed by the day, and some by the week. We have 
two horses and implements for scraping and sweeping 
the streets. 

205. At what rate of wages are those men paid ? — 
They are paid 10s. a week, or Is. S d. a day. 

206. Is the amount of their wages at the discretion 
of the town inspector ? — No ; it is in the hands of the 
finance committee. We have three surface men for 
looking after the repairs of the streets, who are paid 
13s. a week. 

207. Are they employed all they year round 1 — They 
are employed the entire year. We also have two 
carters. 

208. Have you horses ? — Yes ; two horses and carts. 
We have also a sweeping machine. 

209. Are those all the people employed by the Com- 
missioners ? — Those are all. The carters’ wages are 
12s. and 13s. per week respectively. I mean the men 
in charge of the horses. 

210. I find here in the account and for the year 
ending 31st December, 1876, that the amount of in- 
come from the markets was £2,406 19s. 7 d.t — Yes ; 
that was the gross income. 

211. On the other side you take credit for expendi- 
ture on the markets' amounting to £1,023 14s. 5 d. ; 
that leaves a balance on the market account of £1,383 
5s. 2 d. to credit? — Yes. 

212. What are the nature of the receipts from the 
markets? — The weighing of grain realised a large sum. 

213. What are the nature of the receipts? — Princi- 
pally tolls for weighing. There is no toll except for 
weighing. 

214. Is that weighing charge fixed by the schedule 
of the Act of 1871? — Y es ; it is fixed by the schedule 
of the Act. 

215. What other charges are there in the markets? 
— That is the principal charge — for weighing and for 
the use of the market in some instances. 

216. Is there auy charge for the use of the market 
besides that for the use of stalls ? — Yes, there is. 

217. Is it for the use of the ground space? — The 
tolls are merely nominal. The principal charge on the 
grain is a weighing toll, that on the grass seed is a 
weighing toll, on the pork it is a weighing toll, and on 
the firkin butter it is a weighing toll. On the flax it 
is a toll for the use of the market ; the flax is made 
up in bundles weighing one stone each and is very 
seldom weighed in the market. We derive some 
income from the rents of stores in the old market — 
butter crane or flax market. The toll on the eggs is 
for bringing them into the market — Id. is charged 
for every ten dozen brought in ; on hay and straw it is 
a weighing toll. We have £12 5s. from Mary-street 
markets, north and south, for standing space for the 
dealers. 

218. What market is that ? — The hay and straw 
market. On potatoes it is a weighing toll, hides a 
toll for the space occupied in the market. The charge 
on live fowl is of the same nature. 

219. Are there any tolls received from slaughter- 
houses? — No ; there are no public slaughter-houses in 
the town- We have no slaughter-house toll, but the 
places of that kind are licensed under the Commis- 
sioners and constantly visited by the inspectors. 

220. Are there fairs in the town ? — Yes ; we have 
a fair once a month. It is held on 'the first Monday 
of each month. 

221. Is that fair held in the county Down side of 
the town ? — No ; in the Armagh side ; it is known as 
Ballybot fair. 


222. Are there any tolls charged for this fair?— 
Yes. 

223. What are they for? — Por passing in through 
the gate and using the ground. 

224. Is it charged on all the cattle brought into 
the market, or only on the cattle sold ? — The charge 
is made whether they are sold or not. 

225. Are those receipts with respect to the fairs 
included in your annual account, under the head of 
income from markets? — Yes. 

226. By whom are these fair and market tolls 
received ?— By me. 

227. Wliat staff have the Commissioners for work- 
ing the markets? — We have five permanent clerks 
who are paid weekly salaries. 

22S. Are they employed all the year round ? — Their 
duties are to attend in the markets, and weigh all the 
articles requiring to be weighed, to issue tickets to the 
seller's, collect the tolls and rates, and superintend the 
work of the other men employed in the markets — the 
men at the scales and the porters, and to keep their 
time, and make up their wages. 

229. What are those clerks paid ? — Five of them are 
paid £1 a week, and one of them 12s. a week. 

230. To whom do they account for their receipts?— 
To me. 

231. What check have you over them ? — The tickets 
are all numbered consecutively the same as railway 
tickets, and we retain the block of the tickets issued. 

232. Do they keep a book? — Yes ; a book is kept, 
and a summary of the moneys received made out on 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, and lodged on 
the Wednesday following in each week. 

233. Is there any account between you and the 
market 'collector?— Yes; he brings over the account 
to me every second morning which I examine and 


sign. 

234. When these collectors hand over the receipts 
to you is it your duty to lodge them in the bank ? — Yes, 
once a week — on the following Wednesday. 

235. The total amount produced? — Yes. 

236. Whether large or small? — Yes. 

237. Do you carry that out? — Yes ; I have always 
done so. 

238. Do you lodge to the credit of the Commissioners 
or to your own credit ? — To the credit of the Commis- 
sioners. 

239. In what Bank?— In the Northern Bank. 

240. There is another important item of your receipts. 
Who collects the water rate ? — The collector. They 
are collected by Mr. M’Cormac, as well as the town 
rate. The money paid for the supply to the manufac- 
turers is also collected by him. 

241. Is your collector paid a salary or by a per- 
centage ? — He is paid 5 d. in the pound. 

242. Upon all the rates that he collects?— Yes; 

upon all the rates. . 

343. Is there any per-centage paid with regard to the 
market receipts ? — No. 

244. I find with regard to the collection of the rates 

that in the account last audited by Mr. Collot he rather 
finds fault with the collection of this year, and says 
there is a heavier arrear now outstanding than at e 
close of the preceding year ? — Yes ; it is somet ng 
about £260 more than last year. _ _ . , 

245. And he recommends greater diligence in 
collection of the rates ? — He does. 

246. Look to the expenditure side of the account tor 
the year ending 31st December, 1876. Does t a e 
penditure side of the abstract of the accounts re P res ®“ 
all the expenditure of the Commissioners for the ye 
ending December, 1876 ? — It does. 

247. Including the expenditure on the waterworks 
— That is the waterworks account also. 

248. The first item of expenditure is £677 5s. or 
salaries and the collector’s percentage ?— Yes. 

249. Does that include the salaries of all the °& 
of the Town Commissioners, except those employ 
the markets ?— Yes, and except weekly payments, 
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as for scavenging, &c., whicli are charged further down 
in the account. 

250. I see rent of house and borough court, £41 5s. 
j Od. ■ what is that! — The rent of the house occupied 
bv the Commissioners, in which the office is ; £4 a year, 
which is paid to the caretaker; and for the courthouses 
in which the weekly borough court is held. 

251. Does it include any tiling besides the rent of 
those places? — -Nothing but the £4 to the caretaker. 
The taxes, of course, are included in it. 

252. Was it upon that house this £8 15s. Id. was 
expended for repairs ? — Yes. 

253. How is the item of £45 12s. under the head 
of the “ Public Health Act salaries ” made up ? — It 
comprises the salaries of the executive sanitary officer, 
and the two sub-sanitary officers. One half of it is 
afterwards recouped by the Government. 

254. The entire amount of the repayments on the 
other side appears to be only £5 ? — That is only for a 
portion of the year. 

255. Under the head of “ Cleansing ” you have an 
expenditure of £342 18s. Id. ? — Yes. 

256. Are all the streets of the town scavenged and 
cleaned ? — Yes. 

257. I mean the smaller streets — the narrow lanes 
and alleys, as well as the principal streets? — Yes, and 
flushed with water occasionally. 

258. Are they watered ?— Yes ; watered with a hose. 

259. How is that £167 8s. 2d. under the head “ Pav- 
ing and flagging ” expended ? — The greater part of the 
first item of £67 5s. 9d. is wages for the two men who 
do all that work, and look after the town generally. 
The other item of £100 2s. 5d. was principally ex- 
pended on laying new crossings, which were made 
during the year 1876 — most of it was for the Armagh 
side of the town which was very much in want of it. 

260. £144 Is. Id. is charged under the head of 
drainage, and the first item of it is described as being 
expended on a sewer in Queen-street — the amount is 
£16 17s. 4d.?— Yes, £33 14s. 8 d. was the whole cost 
of the sewer, and Mr. Quinn, the proprietor of property 
in the neighbourhood, paid the whole of that amount. 
We recouped him the half of it subsequently. 

261. There was also a sewer in Ruddle’ s-row which 
cost £30 1 5s. 6d. ? — Y es. P„udtlle’s-row is in Monaghan- 
row, and was reported by the sub-sanitary officer as 
being in a veiy bad condition, and the Commissioners 
were obliged to lay out that money to compel the 
parties to make the necessaiy improvements in that 
locality. 

262. Do you mean that the Commissioners got the 
work done ?-— They made the sewer to carry away the 
drainage so as to be able to compel the parties to do 
their duty. 

263. There was also £43 Is. expended on a sewer 
in Catherine-street? — We were recouped nearly the 
whole of that. It was from the model school, and 
they recouped us for the expenditure. I think we got 
£41 ; we got two-thirds of the cost from the Board of 
Works. 

264. Where does it appear to be debited? — You 
will see on the other side of the account, “ Board of 
Works towards sewer from model school, £24 4s.” 

265. Was £2S 9s. 4d. expended for making a sewer 
in George’s-lane ? — George’s-lane was also reported as 
being in a very bad sanitary state. Since the sewer 
was made the tenants and landlords have all drained 
into it, and I suppose that cost them somewhere about 
the same amount. 

266. I find there is a charge of £495 Is. under the 
head of lighting; by whom is the town of Newry 
lighted, I mean at whose expense ? — At the expense of 
the Town Commissioners. 

267. Are there gasworks in the town? — Yes ; the 
Newry Gas Consumers’ Company have gasworks. 

268. Have the Town Commissioners as such any 
property or interest in the gasworks ? — They have not ; 
the gasworks are the property of the Gas Company, 
which is a limited liability company. 

269. Does that company supply the public lighting 


by contract? — They do (hands in contract of gas Newby. 
company.) _ star ch 6, a n. 

270. What is the contract under which the town is Mr Robwf n 
lighted at present ? — At present it is now £2 4s. 6 d. Doherty, 
per lamp for nine months. Before the present contract 

the price was £2 9s. per lamp for nine months. 

271. Is the contract an annual one? — Yes. It is 
made generally every August or September. 

272. Does that contract include the cost of keeping 
up the lamps ? — Yes, and the cost of lighting and 
extinguishing. 

273. What is that item of £4 2s. 9 if. to Maefarlane 
and Company ? — It is for a lamp got for the markets, 
which we substituted for one that was broken. 

274. I find in the accounts that the Commissioners 
take credit for having expended £72S 10s. on surface 
repairs ? — Yes. 

275. Does it mean for the repairs of the streets of 
the town? — Yes. 

276. For keeping the streets in order ? — Yes. 

277. The streets of course are under the care of the 
Town Commissioners for all purposes now? — Yes, 
under that Act of 1871. 

278. What is the meaning of- the charge of 
£22 11s. 2 d. for coals, oil, &c., for engine? — The 
stones for the streets are all broken by a steam- 
engine, and that expenditure is for keeping up steam 
for the purpose of driving it. 

279. Have you got a fire brigade here ? — Yes ; it 
consists principally of men in the employment of the 
Town Commissioners, some private watchmen and 
others. 

280. Have the Commissioners a fire engine? — We 
have one fire engine. 

281 . It would appear to me that upon so small a 
charge you could not suppoi’t a regular fire brigade ? — 

No ; it is not a regular fire brigade ; we have practice 
with the engine four times a year. We got £33 5s. id. 
from the fire insurance office last year. 

282. Is the public water supply available now for 
the purpose of extinguishing fires? — Yes; in almost 
every part of the town it is available for the purpose 
of putting out fires. 

2S3. Will you look at the item £980 0s. lid. 
under the head, “ County at large charges.” The first 
item under that head is — “ Paid Grand Jury, county 
Down, £452 18s. Id.,’’ that is for the county purposes ? 

— It consists of two levies — at the July and March 
assizes. 

284. Have you the warrants? — Yes ; they were 
produced before Mr. Collot. 

285. I see be found a slight mistake was made with 
regard to it ? — Yes. 

286. What are the charges for the county Down ? 

Towards what is the contribution?— The bridewell, the 
court houses, the gaols, and the lunatic asylum. 

287. I suppose the charges with respect to the 
county Armagh are of the same nature? — Yes; and 
we have to contribute to them under the Act of Par- 
liament of 1871. 

288. Is this item of £1,023 14*. 5 d. under the head 
of markets, expended on the markets? — £919 IB.' 1 , 
is entirely made up of the wages of the clerks of the 
markets, the porters and scalesmen, £24 It. 9 d. for 
rates and insurance on the markets, repairs, £30 4s. lid., 
and books, printing, <fcc., £50 6s. Id. 

289. How is that sum of £1,417 18s. 6d., under the 
head of “ Interest and instalments,” made up. It is 
under the head of interest and instalments, and then 
it is described as “ Markets and Town Improvements.” 

Is it presented in detail to the borough auditor?— It 
is ; but the £1,300 charged to the waterworks, and 
the £1,400 for general purposes should be reversed. 

There should only be £1,300 charged to general 
purposes. 

290. That would make the balance on the water- 
works different ? — It would. 

291. £88 Is. lid. is charged for pipes and fittings ; 
what is it made up of ?— The cost of the extension of 
mains, and of putting in some additional fire-plugs. 

’ 2D 
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Newbt. 292. £44 4s. 3 d. is charged for law costs? — That 
March s. 1S77. was the costs paid to a solicitor in town for conduct- 
sir Robert H the business with regard to some property belong- 
Doherty" ’ iri g to Mr. Courtney. 

293. What property was it? — Part of the property 
used for town improvements, and the charge is the 
costs of his solicitor in conducting the negotiations. 

294. .£468 15s. is charged as paid to Mr. Courtney 
for that property? — Yes ; the title was not made out 
until recently, and the purchase-money and costs were 
paid out of the rates. 

295. With regard to the waterworks account, how 
are the charges for rents and special supply fixed ? Is 
there any rental — £339 3s. is debited here on that 
account ? — There are meters on the greater portion of 
the property. 

296. Are the rents annual rents? — They are taken 
quarterly. Some of them — a small portion — are made 
up by baths and water-closets. The railways are 
paying a fixed sum annually for the water used by 
them. 

297. How do the Town Commissioners pay their 
solicitor — is it by costs or by salary ? — By salary. 

298. How much? — .£100 a year. 

299. Is he paid anything for expenditure besides 
that? — No, except money out of pocket and travelling 
expenses. 

300. The £100 a year merely stands in the place of 
remunerative costs ? — Yes. 

301. I see that the balance to the credit of the 
Commissioners for last year was £855 7s. 5 d.1 — Yes. 

302. That is after deducting the balance that is 
against the water account ? — Yes. 

303. Which for that year was £272 6s. lOd. ? — Yes. 

304. Were the details of those accounts submitted 
to Mr. Collot, the auditor? — Yes. 

305. I find that in the Act of 1871 — the Newry 
Improvement and Water Act — provision was made 
for the appointment of an auditor by the County 
Chairman here. How then is it that the accounts are 
audited by Mr. Collot, the Government auditor ? — 
There was no such thing as a Government auditor at 
the time the Bill was introduced into Parliament. 
The gentleman who carried it through Parliament 
(Mr. Greer) is here, and he will correct me if I am 
wrong. The Government had brought in a Bill during 
the same session of Parliament about the appointment, 
of auditor. Some difficulty as to how we should proceed 
arose, but at all events we fought for the power to 
appoint a public auditor, and we secured it by that 
Act; but the Local Government Board got an Act 
passed which compelled us to submit to their audit. 

306. Was the last levy of county cess by the Grand 
Jury in the year 1870 ? — That was the last time they 
made a levy. 

307. What was the last year for which county cess 
was levied in Newry for the counties of Armagh and 
Down respectively, and what were the amounts levied 
for these counties respectively by the Armagh Grand 
Jury? — The last year in which it was levied in both 
counties was 1S70. In Armagh the levy for the 
spring of that year was Is. in the pound, and for the 
summer ll^d. in the pound. In Down it was Sd. in 
the pound for the spring, and in the pound for 
the summer. 

308. Can you give me the gross amount of these 
levies — the amount they realized? — The amount 
raised in the town for baronial purposes in the year 
1870 for the county Down was £955. 

309. And how much for Armagh ? — It was £508. 

310. During that year (1870) did the Grand Juries 
of Down or Armagh contribute anything to the ex- 
pense of the town ? — The return which I now hand to 
you and which was used as evidence before the com- 
mittee of the House of Commons in 1871 shows that 
the county cess levied on the town for both counties 
in the year 1870 amounted to £1,463, of which £1,223 
was applied for town purposes. 

311. Are the Commissioners here the urban sani- 
tary authority? — Yes. 


312. What are the names of the sanitary officers 
— There are two sanitary officers— Dr. M'Bride and 
Dr. Crossle. 

313. Is there a consulting sanitary officer?— Yes • 
Dr. M'Bride was appointed consulting sanitary officer 
He is paid by fees not by salary. 

314. Are Dr. M'Bride and Dr. Crossle dispensary 

doctors ? — Yes ; one for each district. 1 

315. For Armagh andDown? — Yes. A portionof 
the rural district is also in their jurisdiction • Dr 
M'Bride is the officer for the Armagh side, and Dr! 
Crossle for the Down side. 

316. Who is the executive sanitary officer? lam 

the executive sanitary officer. 

317. What is your salary as such ? — £30 a year. 

318. How many sub-sanitary officers are there? 

There are two. 

319. What are their names? — John Andrews and 
Edward M'Lornon. 

320. What are their salaries as sub-sanitary officers? 
— Andrews receives £10 8s. a year, and M'Lornon 
£5 4s. 

321. Do the officers mentioned comprise the entire 
sanitary staff of the Town Commissioners? — Yes ;that 
is the whole of their staff. 

322. Is there a sanitary committee in the Town 
Commissioners? — No, there is not. The whole body 
of Commissioners form a sanitary committee. They 
instruct in all cases of prosecution, and discharge the 
general duties of a sanitary committee. 

323. Who makes the sanitary reports to the Com- 
missioners ? — The doctors — the sanitary officers. 

324. Are those reports made in writing ? — They are 
made in the first instance by the sub-sanitarv officers 
to the sanitary officers, and the sanitary officers then 
report to the Town Commissioners. 

325. Do the sub-sanitary officers report to the 
sanitary officers in writing ?— Yes. 

326. And do the sanitary officers report to the 
Commissioners in writing? — They do. 

327. Have they a book, the block of which shows 
the reports made ? — Yos. 

328. What are your duties as executive sanitary 
officer? To put in force the orders and directions 
made by the Town Commissioners on such reports? 
— Yes. 

329. Have you power to take action on the reports 
of the sanitary officers immediately, without waiting 
to bring the matter before the Commissioners ? — Yes, 
previous to the introduction. 

330. Had the Town Commissioners a sanitary staff 
under the Towns Improvement Act of 1854, before 
the passing of the Public Health Act of 1874? — Yes ; 
and we were always very successful in getting things 
done, and we continue to serve notices for the abate- 
ment of nuisances, when it was not necessary to bring 
in the sanitary officer. Often we served 100 or 150 
notices in a month. -We only bring the sanitary 
officer in when it is necessary to put the law in motion 
to secure the abatement of a nuisance. 

331. Do you continue the same practice after the 
passing of the Act of 1874 that you had been acting 
upon under the Act of 1854 ? — Yes ; except that we 
took advantage of the increased powers granted by 
the legislature. 

332. How often do the Commissioners meet to 
transact sanitary business. They do not, as I under- 
stand yon to say, meet specially as a sanitary com- 
mittee 1 — No ;rthey meet on the first Monday of every, 
month, and transact every sort of business, and there 
is a fortnightly meeting. They also generally meet 
every Monday, and any day the doctor sends in an im- 
portant report, it is acted on at once if there is a 
quorum present to take it up. (Hands in the sanitary 
report-book. 

333. Will you tell . me how many reports were re- 
ceived by tbe Commissioners during the year ending 
December, 1876 1— Dr. M'Bride reported on forty- 
eight cases and Dr. Crossle on 110. 

334. What was done upon these reports ? — Ira 
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notices being all that it was required to serve were 349. Are those houses which you describe as Laving Nrwnv. 
served by me as executive sanitary officer. 560 notices once been private bouses, and now occupied as teue- Mar chb, 1877. 
were served by the sub-sanitary officer. ment bouses in the same condition for want of sanitary Mr Robert H. 

335. Those' were served by them independently of accommodation? — Yes ; they were originally intended Doherty, 
the executive sanitary officer? — Yes ; they were served for only one family, and the accommodation was only 

just at once. There were 718 cases dealt with in the sufficient to meet the requirements of that family, 
year 1S76 under the Sanitary Act. Now there are, perhaps, six or seven families in each 

336. I find on looking over the sanitary report book bouse, and of course the accommodation is altogether 

that for the year 1876 there is a very considerable insufficient. The premises in the yards of these houses 
number of reports and directions concerning nuisances, are now also let off and used as dwelling-houses, though 
but I do not find that from 1S77 there is auy entry of never intended as such. The only reason why the 
what has been done upon the reports of the sanitary Town Commissioners have not taken action with re- 
officers. I find in some cases directions for “ notices gard to these places is, that they cannot get other and 
to be served.” What has been done in these cases ? — better places for the people to live in. If these were 
Wei! you know of late the weather has been very closed up the occupiers would have to go into the street, 
bad and not much could be done, but in these cases 350. Have the Commissioners ever attempted to 

the sanitary officer is merely waiting to see the result enforce the making of the required accommodation in 

of the first notices which were served. such places as those you refer to? — Yes, they have. 

337. I find from several notices here that the prac- 351. Have they got work done in the way of making 

tice of keeping pigs in dwelling-houses exists ? — When privies or closets, and charged the people with the cost ? 

we find such cases we summon the parties at once. — Yes, in such case it is always done at the expense of 

338. I sec a great number of sucli notices. For in- the people themselves. 

stance, here is one, “ Pigs kept in a small house.” Is 352. Have you any means of showing the amount 
it the practice to keep pigs in dwelling-houses? — Yes, of work of this kind done during last year?— -I do not 

it is, but we bring the people who do it to the borough think there was anything in this way, except in repairs 

court at once when we become aware of it. Some of diming last year. 

the pig-houses are built so close to the dwelling-houses 353. You said you sometimes found difficulty in get- 
;is to be very " dangerous to the health of the people, ting such work done, owing to the circumstances in 
though the pigs are not kept in the houses. life of the owners of such property — because of their 

339. Do you, as the executive sanitary officer, find inability to do it ? — Yes. 

any difficulty in carrying out the sani tary improve- 354. Do you ever find any difficulty in getting proper 

meats ? — Generally speaking we have no difficulty in sanitary improvements or repairs done in the case of 
carrying them out in Newry. Sometimes people of owners of property who are members of the municipal 
filthy habits will throw obstacles in the Way by not body? — No; weneverhad any difficulty with any of them 
taking action, but the inhabitants generally try to 'assist 355. Have you ever had any occasion to take pro- 
as in carrying out the improvements. ceedings against, or to serve notice upon any owners 

340. Are you obliged to take proceedings often? — of property who were members of the municipal body I 

We have never been obliged to take an action. —Well, I have no recollection of ever having done so. 

341. Are the houses of the poorer class of people I never knew any instance in which work was required 

here properly supplied with such accommodation as to be done by them in which they were not ready to 

privies, &c. ? — I should say there are 400 or 500 do it. The Chairman of the Town Commissioners has 

houses in which there are no means of providing any- a large acquaintance and connexion with the property 

thing of that sort. of Newry, both as agent and proprietor, and he was 

342. What do you mean by that? — In the case of always ready to do whatever he was called upon to do. 

close courts and lanes where the buildings are close to 356. I understood you to say that the water supply 
the reres of other houses. of Newry is now goodand sufficient ? — Yes. 

343. That must be a very bad state of things. It 357. Is it available for the purpose of cleaning out 

must be very dangerous to health? — No doubt it is ; the poorer parts of the town? — Yes. The supply is, per- 
but some of the places now occupied as dwelling- haps, the best in Ireland, and the pressure isalwaysgood. 
houses were not originally intended for such. 358. Are the public sewers flushed at regular 

344. How do the people get rid of the refuse and times? — Ye3 ; the county Armagh is entirely con- 

soil of these houses ? — There is generally one large place nected with the canal. There are valves by means of 
attached to the premises — a place which is used by all which they can take the water from the canal, with 
the people around. the consent of the canal company, for the purpose of 

345. How are those places cleaned out? — There is a flushing the sewers. On the county Down side they 
regular inspection of them almost daily by the Town take the. water from the pipes if necessary. 

Commissioners’ men. 359. With respect to the condition of the town as 

346. How often are they cleaned out? — I should to drains and sewers, are there main drains in the 

say there are some entries cleaned out every day, and streets generally — for instance, in the principal street 
hi the summer time when the "weather gets warm they of the town is there a main sewer ? — No ; no main 
are flushed every day from the pipes. sewer. There are a lot of intercepting sewers. 

347. Are they inspected every day by the sub- 360. Where do those intercepting sewers lead to ? — 
sanitary officers ? — They are inspected either by them Into the tidal river ; and a portion of the sewage of 
or by some of the scavengers who are sent by him to the street runs into what is called the mill-race. 

the lanes and alleys for that purpose. 361. What is the m ill-race ? — A small river that 

348. Do you find that difficulty in getting the land- passes through the town ; it drives a mill. 

lords or owners of houses of that sort to make the im- 362. Do you mean to say that the whole way down 
provements that may he necessary ? — There is no the principal street of the town there is no main sewer ? 
doubt there is some difficulty sometimes. Some 6f — There is no main seWer. 

them are so veiy poor that they cannot make the 363. How is the sewage carried away ? — It is taken 
necessary improvements. We have at present an off in this way : some six or seven houses carry the 

instance of this, in the case of a lady who is the owner sewage into one of the intersecting drains and bring it 

of three houses, and her entire income is derived from to the tide. Many of the others send it to the mill- 

these houses. The rent she receives from them is only race through the rere of the premises. The engineer 

about 7s. a week. She must make the improvements, has made a report upon the drainage of the town, and 

and I do not know what will be the result in her case, you would he able to get the information on this subject 

It is only a case in point. There is a certain portion more satisfactorily by examining him. 
of the town which at one time was inhabited by a very 364. Are there main sewers in the other streets of 
respectable class of people ; the houses there are now the town ? — The Armagh side of the town is very well 
become large tenement houses, and it is very hard to sewered, except one piece in Bridge-street, near the 
keep them in a fair sanitary state. Newry and Greenore railway station. Some new 

2D 2 
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Newhv. cottages were built there lately. The population of the 
i(ar,-.h 5 , 1877 . neighbourhood has increased, and so the sewerage that 
— - was once sufficient for the requirements of that place 

Mr. Robert IT. - g nofc j ar g e en0U gli n0 w ; it has not sufficient capacity . 
oner y. 3 gg_ Hag the town surveyor made a report upon 

that? — Yes. 

366. Are the other parts of the town well sewered? — 
High-street is sewered, and so is part of North-street. 
Hyde Market would want a sewer, and William- 
street would also want one ; there is none in it. 

367. Have the Town Commissioners provided any 
disinfecting apparatus ? — No, they have not. 

368. Is there any means of removing persons suffer- 
ing from any infectious disease to the hospital ? — No ; 
the guardians have, but we have not. I had a con- 
sultation within the past week with Dr. Crossle con- 
cerning the case of a man who insists on remaining in 
his own house though Dr. Crossle says he had every 
symptom of approaching fever, and that his illness 
arose from the condition of his dwelling. He had a 
wife and four or five children living all together in a 
room of small dimensions. The Act of Parliament 
gives us no power to interfere in cases where the house 
is only occupied by one family — it does not matter 
what the cubic contents of the room is. Dr. Crossle 

- was doing his best to get this man to go into the work- 

house, hut he could not succeed in getting him to do so. 

369. Now, with regard to the lodging-houses? — 
There is a registry of them. 

370. Are they inspected?— Either one or other of 
the sub-sanitary officers inspects them once every 
month, and in addition to that there may he an inspec- 
tion of them by the police. Under a recent Act the 
Constabulary have power to visit and inspect them. 

371. Is it the duty of the sub-sanitary officer to 
report on the state of the lodging-houses to the Town 
Commissioners ? — Yes ; it is the duty of the sub-sani- 
tary officer to do so. He inspects them once every 
month. Of course in the case of there being anything 
wrong he does so at once. 

372. How many registered lodging-houses are there 
in the town ? — I think there is about forty-six. 

373. Are there any registered slaughter-houses in 
Newry ? — Yes ; there are. At present we are revis- 
ing the licenses. I think there are about eight of them. 

374. The slaughter-houses are not in connexion 
with the markets? — No; they are not. They are 
situated in various places through the town. They do 


not belong to the Town Commissioners. The doctor 
says they are situated in a densely populated part of 
the town, and some of them ought to be done awaj- 
witlx — ought to be removed. With the exception of 
one they are pretty well kept. They are kept in a 
very fair condition. This one is used by ten or twelve 
butchers, and it is almost impossible to keep it clean. 
The removal of the refuse from these places to the farms 
in the country is about the greatest nuisance we have. 
It is always removed from the slaughter-houses at 
night, and of course a portion of the soil drops upon 
the street, so that it is actually impossible to walk in 
the mornings in certain places in consequence of it. 

375. Have you any public slaughter-houses in 
Newry ? — I think we would have endeavoured to erect 
a public slaughter-house this summer but for the action 
of Mr. Collot, the auditor. We would have gone in 
for a temporary loan by which we would have recouped 
the expense of the erection of the slaughter-house, but 
he would not allow us to do this and threatened to 
make a surcharge if we did so. 

37 6. Are fairs held in the town ? — Yes, there are. 

377. Are they held in the streets? — No ; they are 
not held in the streets. They are held in the enclosed 
market places. The sheep fair is in the market on' one 
side o£ the road, and the horse fair is held in the grain 
market. 

378. Are the fairs held in the county Armagh, or in 
the county Down? — The fair (there is only one), is 
held in the county Armagh. It is known as the 
Ballybot Fair. 

379. Is it held in the street ? — No ; not now ; it is 
it to which I refer. It is held in the enclosed market. 
Before the passing of the Act of 1871 it was held on 
the street. In fact all, or almost all the markets were 
held in the open street, hut it is not so now. 

380. Has there been any proposition about making 
a main sewer through the principal street of the town 
— Hill-street ? — Yes ; there was a Bpecial committee 
appointed upon it at one time, who consulted with the 
engineer and discussed the subject. Mr. Meares made 
a report — a very extensive one — of which I can let 
you see a copy. 

381. Have the Commissioners a day or night watch 
for the town? — No ; the town is under the constabu- 
lary force. They are not paid by the Commissioners, 
and do not act as night watchmen. 


Second Day. — March 7, 1877. 


Dr. Andrew 
M-Bride. 


Dr. Andrew M'Buide examined. 


382; Mr. Lawless. — Are you one of the sanitary 
officers ? — Yes ; I am the sanitary officer for No. 1 
district. 

383. Are you a dispensary doctor ? — Yes. 

384. How long have you been acting as sanitary 
officer 1 — For the past four years. 

385. You were acting before the Act of 1874 was 
passed? — Yes ; in fact I am acting since 1865. 

386. Do yon receive any salary as sanitary officer ? 
—Yes. 

387. From the Town Commissioners ? — Yes. 

388. How much ? — £25 a year. That is for both 
the urban and rural districts. 

389. Are there sub-sanitary officers acting under 
yon ? — Yes. 

390. And an executive sanitary officer ? — Yes. 

391. Do the sub-sanitary officers report nuisances 
to you? — Yes. 

392. And do you report to the Town Commis- 
sioners? — I do. 

393. And then it is the duty of the executive 
sanitary officer to put into execution whatever is de- 
cided to he done 1— Yes. 

394. Is it the duty of the sub-sanitary officers to 
inspect yards and places requiring inspection in the 
town, and to give information to you as to their con- 
dition ? — Yes, and they do so always. 


395. Do you ever make reports directly, as the 
•esult of your own inspection? — Very seldom. I am 
;lad to say that I have very little occasion to do so. 

396. Do you find your reports acted on by the 
Commissioners? — Yes. 

397. Promptly and completely ? — They are. 

398. I have been looking over the sanitary repoit- 
jook of the Commissioners, and I find your reports 
•elating to a great variety of subjects, such, for 
nstance, as to the state of the houses, with regard to 
ileanness, the existence or non-existence of privy 
iccommodation, <Sic., and also the state of any cess- 
pools which require to he remedied. Do you know 
f, when you make reports, they are promptly acted 
ipon? — The majority of them are. The people 
Generally seem willing to do what they can. 

399. What I mean is, are they acted upon by tne 
(Commissioners or their officers? — Yes, they are 
iromptly attended to. 

400. Are notices served upon the person m occu- 
pation of. the premises ?— That is the way it isdona 

401. Have you found, in your experience, that tne 

people are willing .and disposed to act promptly w 
kese notices are served upon them? — Yes, as a 
they are. , ... 

402. Have you found it necessary from time 
time to report the same places over and over agai 
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Freauentlv ; that arises from the people’s own place was ordered to be cleared out. So far f 
. ' - ’ t.liA rfrimttiisainn era were anxious to tret 


3 I Nrwar. 

. . recollect the Commissioners were anxious to get the March 7, istt 

Ue |o3. ‘ Does it arise from the fact of your first report place closed up altogether. Dr . 

not being acted upon by the Town Commissioners or 421. "Was the work you recommended actually ^Unde. 
their officers, or from a repetition of the carelessness done 1 — It was. . . . 

on the part of the people 1— From the carelessness 422. You say the Commissioners were anxious to 
on the part of the people. close up the place altogether 1— So far as I recollect 

404 Have you ever had occasion to complain of they were. 

the neglect of the officers of the Commissioners in not 423. Were those houses unfit for human habitation 1 
carrying out the suggestions that you made in your —There was disease constantly in that locality. It 
‘rts j No never. was very seldom free from it. 

405 Have you ever found any difficulty in getting 424. Was that, in your opinion as a medical man, 
your reports acted on by reason of the circumstances caused by too many people occupying the same house 1 


of the owners of property. For instance, in cases 
requiring structural improvements, such as the making 
of closets ? — It is very seldom there is any objection 
to doing whatever is necessary. The majority act 
immediately on notice being served. 

406. Have you ever had occasion to make any re- 
ports concerning houses that were the property of 
members of the body of Municipal Commissioners! 

On one or two occasions, but there was no occasion 

to do so lately. 


— Yes ; and by the want of proper accommodation. 
They were too low to have any proper drainage. 
They were badly situated, and in fact should never 
have been built in that place. 

425. Can you state what, in your opinion, was the 
number of cubic feet of air available for the people 
living there, something very small I suppose 1 — Yes. 

426. You say there was a great deal of illness 
caused there by the want of proper accommodation ! — 
Yes; and the houses were inhabited by a class of 


407. Were those reports of yours in relation to people of not very cleanly habits. 


427. People of the labouring class I suppose ! — Yes ; 
very poor people indeed. 

428. How long is it since you first reported the con- 
dition of that locality to the Commissioners 1 — I think 
it was in the year 1866 or 1868 ; I am not sure which. 

429. Have you got your report with you, or the 
substance of it 1 — I have not. 

430. Did you report it then to the Commissioners 
as being in the state which you describe now ! — I did. 
I find that in 1869 I reported with reference to 
Jordan' s-court in Ballybot. 

431. You have your report there! — Yes. 

432. Will you let me see it 1 (Hands in report book.) 

433. I see by this, that this is not the first report 


property of members of the municipal body acted upon 
or not 1 — They were. 

40S. Were they acted on to your satisfaction! — 

They were. 

409. What sort of accommodation does there exist 
here for people of the poorer class. I mean in the 
way of closets, primes, ashpits and cesspools! — In pro- 
portion to the number of houses I would say it is as fair 
as you could possibly expect. There are of course still 
some places that require some exti-a improvements. 

410. Is it the case that as was mentioned here on 
Monday by Mr. Doherty, there were many houses 
which were formerly occupied by gentry, and are now 
turned into tenement houses — perhaps three or four 

families occupying one of them — and that in those you made of the place !— -Yes. 
houses the accommodation is very bad 1 — I am aware 434. Because you say in it, “ ltis your 'duty to again 
of that, but it does not exist in my district so much call attention to Jordan s-court, Ballybot . * es - 
as in the other. Since the districts were divided I do 435. And you also say in your report, “ For so far 
not know so much about the county Down. My no action has been taken with regard to it, and the 
district is in the Armagh side, the other is in the haggard and emaciated appearance of the children and 
county Down adults too truly exemplify the evil effects of sanitary 

411 Is it the case that as was also stated by Mr. negligence. Every week, almost every' day, some one 
Doherty on Monday, there were at least 400 or 500 is stricken with illness in this locality, and it is un- 
houses 'in the town without the means (you will perative that something should be done before the 
observehe says “without the menus” ), of providingthe sultry season sets in ” 1 — The place has changed han s 
necessary accommodation 1— Oh yes. since that time, and has passed to a new owner and 

412. According to your knowledge of the town — some improvements have been made, 
and I suppose you have an extensive knowledge of it 436. Who became the owner of it then . I think 


— would it be possible to remedy this state of things Mr. Carville. 


otherwise than by the complete demolition of these 
houses and buildings! — -There are several houses in 
which I do not know how the state of things could be 
. remedied without reconstruction, but I believe that in 
the majority of cases the defects could be remedied. 

413. Have you in the discharge of your duty as a 
sanitary officer ever reported to the Town Commis- 
sioners the necessity of building privies and water- 
closets in the houses for the use of the people! — In 

one locality I have. -. - 

41 4. What locality is that! — A place called Jordan’s- court 1 — I believe there has. 
court in Ballybot, which was built altogether against 440. You believe so " ’ v ’ 
the wish of the Commissioners. 

415. "When was it built! — In 1865. There is a 
particular want of accommodation in that place. 

416. Are there many people living in it! — I should 
say there are about twelve houses in it. 

417. Is there more than one family living. in it!— 

Yes ; there are about twelve houses there. 


437. Since that report of yours on the 15th May, 
1 S69, has anything been done by the owner to improve 
the condition of this place ! — No ; except as far as 
regards the drainage. There has been drainage made 
since then. Part of the drainage was made by the 
Commissioners’ directions. 

438. You say that nothing was done by the owner 
to improve the condition of it 1 — No. 

439. Has anything been done by the Town Commis- 
sioners since then to improve the condition of J ordan’s- 


441. When did you inspect or examine Jordan’s- 
court since you made the report in May, 1869 !— W ell, 
I have not been there during the last six months. I 
have not had occasion to go there. 

442. It is within your district, is it not ! — Yes. 

443. In number 1 district! — Yes ; I think there are 
number of the houses at present unoccupied, and it 


418. You say you reported the necessity of doing is just as well they are so. 
certain work in that place!— Yes ; so far as the Com- 444. Can you say whether anything has been done 
missioners are concerned they carried .it out as far as to improve the condition of the locality by the Town 
they could. Every arrangement was made that possibly Commissioners ? — Certainly, there has. 

could be made. 445. In what way !— By improving the drainage. 

419. Were there any actual works done; for instance, The sub-sanitary officer looks after the place. 


did you recommend the building of privies 1 — In this 
case I did. 

420. Was that done by the Commissioners! — The 


446. But I mean material or substantial work. Has 
anything in that way been done 1 — I understand there 
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jjbwbt. 447. You do not know of anything of your own 
March 7, 187 1 . knowledge? — No ; I do not. 

Dr Andrew 448. Do you know whether the place has been looked 
M'Bride. after by the sub-sanitary officer ? — Yes, it is constantly 

looked after. This place where the houses are built is 
merely an entry. Houses should never have been 
built there at alL The fact is, you could not improve 
them. You could not make them healthy, no matter 
what you would do. 

449. Are they just as bad now as when you made 
your report in 1869? — They are not so bad now as 
they were at that time. The sub-sanitary officer looks 
after them frequently, in fact does so every week. 

450. Is it your opinion that it is a matter of impos- 
sibility to improve the place, so as to make it lit for 
human habitation ? — I believe it is ; in fact they are 
mere shells of houses. 

451. Are they one or two story houses? — One 
stoiy houses. 

452. When did you last make any report about this 
place to the Commissioners? — Not since 1869. As far 
as I recollect I did not make any report of it since 
I860. 


453. You say in your report of 1869 that some one 
is stricken with illness in the locality every day, and 
that it is imperative something should be done before 
the summer. Does not your duty as medical officer 
require you to -visit that locality ? — Some years I was 
there about every second day. Unfortunately, a bad 
type of fever got into the place, and continued there 
for a long time. Some of the houses were closed up. 

454. Fever and other infectious disease remains 
there a long time ? — If it is in the town at all it is sure 
to be there. 

455. How many people are living in the place alto- 
gether ? — At present I could not exactly say. At that 
time there could not be less than thirty, and perhaps 
there were more. 

456. I think yorr say there are not so many now ? — 
Not so many now. 

457 . I find you make a very good suggestion in the 
report of 1 S6 9. You say, “ In the same neighbourhood 
— convenient to Mr. Lupton’s mills — there are about 
twenty new- houses being built, and I would suggest, 
to save the owner future trouble, and perhaps expense, 
that proper arrangements for sewage and water-closets 
should now be made. While thus particularizing, I in- 
tend this suggestion should be of general application in 
reference to all new buildings.” With reference to the 
twenty bouses there referred to, was your suggestion 
attended to? Do you know the condition of these houses 
now? — These houses are now known as Wilson’s houses, 
and so far as their sanitary condition is concerned, I 
think there is quite sufficient accommodation for them. 
There are privies for each of them. 

458. I suppose you very frequently find it necessary 

to order houses to be disinfected'' after illness? 

Frequently. 

459. Do you find it to be particularly necessary 
with regard to this place called Jordan’s-court? — Yes. 

460. Were your suggestions always acted on? — 
Yes. 

461. Whose duty is it to see that houses are disin- 
fected after illness ? — It is the duty of the sub-sanitary 
officer. 

462. Or of the executive sanitary officer? — It is 
generally reported to the executive sanitary officer, 
but in fact when the case requires it I do not delay 
action on any account. I tell the sub-sanitary officer 
to go and get a thing done at once. Since the town of 
Newry came under the Towns Improvement Act there 
has been a great improvement in its sanitary condition. 
In 1864, a year previous to my appointment as sani- 
tary officer, we had 328 fever patients in Newry, and 
in 1865 we had 192 ; in 1866, 113 patients ; in 1867 
we had 60, and in 1868 we had 48. I believe, 
as far as 1 know, that that number is not now 
increasing. In 1872, when small-pox was prevalent 
in nearly all the large towns, such as Belfast, Dundalk, 
and others, we were nearly free from it. We had only 
twenty cases. Newry is wonderfully free from disease. 


LUU ue , c,ease oi lever is owin', 
to the improved sanitary regulations ? — I certainly do 

404. Have the Town Commissioners he™ mr iliw 
infecting apparatus ? — I think not. 

465. Then you have no means of disinfecting houses 
after infectious disease, unless by using limewash?— 
By fumigating. 

466. Have they any means of removing persons 
suffering from infectious disease from their°houses to 
the hospital ? — Yes. 

467 . Do you find any difficulty in causing that to 

be done— any objection on the part of the people l— 
Very often there is. 1 

46S. It is very often necessary to remove them to 
the hospital, I presume, in order to prevent the spread 
of disease? — It is. I always endeavour to have them 
removed, particularly where there are large families 
living in close houses. 

469. Where are the hospitals available for those 
eases ?— We have an hospital here for the treatment 
of any disease. 

470. How many hospitals are there in Newrv?— 
There are two, the fever hospital, and the union hospi- 
tal and infirmarv. 


471. Are there any common lodging-houses— rerfs- 
tered lodging-houses— in your district?— Compara- 
tively few. 

472. But there are some?— Yes ; there are some. 
There are a great many more in the county Down 
side. 

473. I am speaking of your side— the eounty 
Armagh side. Do you, in the discharge of your duty, 
visit these lodging-houses? Have you occasion to 
inspect them ? — I do frequently. 

474. In what state are they generally ?— As well as 
you could expect. The sub-sanitary officer is verv 
particular in having tilings done. 

475., What do you meau by “ os well as you could 
expect ’l I suppose they are looked after?— Yes; 
they are looked after, and are whitewashed frequently 

476. Kept clean?— Yes. 

477. Is there in each of these lodging-houses, 
according to your knowledge and to your opinion, 
sufficient accommodation for all the inmates 1 — In my 
district I believe there is. 

478. I am speaking only of your district. You 
think there is sufficient accommodation'? — Yes. 

4/9. Have 3 - ou ever known sickness of any kind to 
break out in these lodging-houses, owing, in your 
opinion, to the want of accommodation ? — As a rule, 
it is brought by persons coming from a distance — by 
infection. 

480. Are there any measures taken when infectious 
disease appears in lodging-houses to cause the other 
lodgers to leave the house ? — Yes. 

481. By whom are those measures taken? — By the 
owners of the lodging-houses. 

4S2. But, supposing those owners prefer to make 
money by the lodgers at the risk of their lives, do the 
Town Commissioners interfere? — I have never had 
occasion to ask the Commissioners to interfere in any 
case of that kind. 


483. In your opinion have the sanitary laws been 
fairly worked by the body of Commissioners ? — Most 
satisfactorily in every way that I know of. 

4S4. I suppose they still require to be closely 
attended to?— Yes. 

485. And a good deal must be done yet before they 
are all right ? — Yes. You could not expect anything 
else. You see the population of Newry is increasing. 
They have no reason to complain of the sub-sanitary 
officers. They appear to do their duty remarkably 
well, and are very attentive. 

486. Is the sewage of Newry, generally speaking, 
sufficient ? — I believe there was as much done in this 
way for the time as there possibly could he. 

487. Are you aware that there was a proposal to 
improve and extend the existing system of sewage ? — 


488. Is the public water supply sufficient for the 
requirements of the town ? — Yes, it is quite sufficient. 
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Mr. Thomas Carey examined. 




4S9. Mr. Lawless. — Are you solicitor for the Town I hold in my hand a case which I submitted to Mr. Mar — 1 
Commissioners of Newry ? — I am. Hugh Law, in which is set forth the steps taken by Mr. Thomas 

490. Did you ou a recent occasion, on their behalf, me. Mr. M'Clintock, on behalf of the Commissioners Carey. 
a ppl v to the Commissioners of Public Woi-ks for a of Public Works, submitted it to the law officers of 

loan on the security of the rates! — I did. the Crown, and they were of opinion (I hold a copy of 

491. When did you make that application? — In that opinion in my hand) that the Commissioners had 

Julv 1875. not, under the 37 and 38 Tic., cap. 93, sec. 43, power 

492. For what amount did you apply? — I think it to make a loan for the puipose of paying off an existing 


was £27,000. mortgage. 

493. Upon what security? — On the security of the 500. If the Town Commissioners had got that loan 

Newry town rate and Newry water rate. of £27,000, and applied it to the part payment of 

494. Was there any rate of interest mentioned? — existing mortgages, which they were paying off by 

We wanted to borrow this sum at a lower rate of instalments at the rate of six and a-half per cent., 
interest than we were paying on the outstanding would there have been any and what saving accom- 
mort'm"e. plished by it? — As I calculate, there would be a 

495. For what purpose did you want to borrow that saving of about £270 a year. 

£27 000? To pay off an existing mortgage, or portion 501. Would that £270 be then available for the 

of an existing mortgage ; and the reason we asked for improvement of the town ? — I should say so. 

£27 000 was because the entire or nearly entire of 502. Was there any other attempt made to get the 
that was expended for sanitary purposes, such as pro- money from the Commissioners of Public Works? — 
cuiing the present splendid water supply and making No, not that I am aware of. 

sewers and drainage. 503. Have the Town Commissioners any unex- 

490. Did you receive an answer from the Commis- hausted borrowing powers now? — No ; their entire bor- 
sioners of Public Works? — Yes, an answer refusing to rowing powers are exhausted now. Under the Act 
give the loan. of Parliament we had power to borrow £42,000, and 

" 497. Did you communicate to them or their advisers we borrowed to the full extent of our powers, 
the purpose for which you required the loan?-- I com- 504. Have they power to levy a district sewer rate ? 

niunicated with Mr. Banks, secretary of the Local — They have. 

Government Board, and subsequently with Mr. 505. Would the Town Commissioners, if they levied 
M'CIintock, solicitor to the Commissioners of Public such a rate, have power to borrow on the security of 
Works. it? — I do not know how that would be, because under 

498. Did you obtain the approval of the Local the special Act of Parliament they had power to 

Government Board to your obtaining this loan?— We borrow this £42,000, and I should say that whatever 
d-d moneys they borrowed by means of a district sewage 

499. Because it is necessary to get that before the rate, would have to be expended in the same way — 
Public Works Commissioners would give it ? — Yes. that is on the district sewerage. 


Dr. Francis Crossle examined. Pr. Francis 

506. Mr. Lawless. — Are you one of the sanitary 515. According to what you say these privies axe 

officers of Newry? — Yes ; the sanitary officer of No. 2 not used ? — So far as I could see they are used for the 

district. purpose of throwing slops into (and they are thereby 

507. Does that No. 2 district Comprise the portion rendered unfit for the purpose for which they were in- 

of the town in county Down? — Yes; the entire tended), until the sanitary authorities come down and 
portion of the town in the county Down. look after it, and then it is made right for a while, 

508. You heard Dr. M ‘Bride state here the course hut in a short time after it becomes as bad as ever, 

that is pursued in the working of the sanitary laws? 516. Have you had occasion to report the state of 
— Yes ; and concur in his statement. these houses to the Town Commissioners ? — Yes ; very 

509. What is the general sanitary condition of that frequently. I should say at least every couple of 
portion of the town under your care as sanitary months. 

•officer? — Its sanitary arrangements are very excellent 517. Is it the duty oi the sub-sanitary officer to 
in some parts, and in other parts very poor. Our side inspect these houses in the ordinary discharge of his 
of the town comprises the old part of the town of duty, and to report them to you, and to give notice to 
Newry, where many of the houses are exceedingly old, the inhabitants ? — I believe it is, and that duty has 
and not only old, but very old-fashioned in their way. been very fairly fulfilled. 

510. Have these houses sufficient accommodation 1 518. Do you find that sickness prevails in these 

— Do you mean as regards space or as regards sanitary houses ? — Yes ; to a very considerable extent, 
arrangements? 519. Do you attribute that to the want of proper 

511. I mean sanitary arrangements? — Many of sanitary arrangements ? — I do not think we can attm- 
them have not. A great number of them have not. bute it to that cause so much as to the filthy habits of 

512. It was stated by Mr. Doherty and by Dr. the people who occupy them. The houses themselves 

M‘ Bride, that a great many of the houses in the are large and airy, and if the inhabitants only made 
county Down part of Newry, were formerly occupied some effort to keep them clean they would be the best 
by gentlemen, and are now tenement houses ? — Yes, and most healthy houses in Newry, hut they are so 
that is so. intemperate that they often require my services as 

513. In that class of houses to which he referred is dispensary doctor. I don’t think it is owing to any 
the accommodation insufficient 1 — They have at the defect in the houses. 

rere of the houses alluded to a privy connected with 520. When you make these reports do you find 
each house, and the drainage is pretty fair. They your suggestions attended to and properly acted on? — 
have a privy which however is not used except for Always. With regard to these houses they have al- 
the purpose of throwing their slops into. In many ways been most prompt in taking action, 
cases the slops are thrown out in the landings and 521. Did you ever suggest with reference to that 
the staircases of the houses, and I found it necessary particular sort of houses, the building of further ac- 

to report constantly in consequence of such a state of commodation in the way of closets or privies ? — I 
•affairs. never have suggested the building of privies in con- . 

514. Of course that accommodation which might nexion with this case, because I do not know why you 
have been sufficient for the requirements of one family . should build them. There is already a privy in the 
is absolutely insufficient for two or three or more 1— rear and they do not use it. 

Clearly it is. 522. You never have done so? — No. I do not 
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N jewrt. think there would he much room for the erection of 

March 7, 1S7T. further privies, and when the people would not use one 
, , . pri vy, I do not think they would he inclined to use two. 

Crossly 523. Have you any such localities in your district 

as that described by Dr. M ‘Bride — Jordan’s-court in 
Ballybot ? — Indeed we have a great number of them — 
I mean of a somewhat similar class of tenements. 

524. Gan you give me the names of them? — There 
is a place called M‘Crink’s-yard which I think is about 
the nearest approach to Jordan’s-court that we have. 

525. How many houses are there in that place ? — 
I suppose there are eight or nine altogether. 

526. Are those houses provided with proper accom- 
modation for the inhabitants or absolutely without any 
accommodation? — I think they are almost entirely 
without accommodation. 

527. What do the people do with the filth from the 
houses? — There is a sort of large empty field, which 
was at one time a garden, situated behind these houses, 
and it is used for that purpose. It is a sloping field, 
and it is used for receiving the nuisances. 

528. In what direction does the field slope? In the 
direction of the town ? — No ; away from the town. In 
the opposite direction. 

529. Have you had occasion to report this place to 
the Commissioners? — Yes ; it has been reported more 
than once. 

530. Do you find that sickness prevails much there? 
— Yes, there is more or less sickness there ; but I can- 
not say there has ever been any epidemic traceable to 
the nuisance. The place is kept wonderfully clean. 
It is well looked after by the sub-sanitary officer. 

531. Are there many places of the same character 
in Newry? — There are a good many in our district. 

532. Would it be possible to bring such places into 
a fit state for human habitation without completely 
re-constructing them ? — In many cases it would not. 

533. And that re-construction would of course 
involve the removal of the present houses? — Yes ; I 
should say that these places are not in the main streets. 
They are entries off the main streets. 

534. Have you had occasion as dispensary doctor to 
complain of the want of sufficient drainage to the 
houses ? — Frequently. 

535. Does that want consist of an absence of main 
sewers through the town, or of connecting sewers from 
the houses to the main sewers? — In some cases the 
great want is that of main sewers, but more particu- 
larly it is of leading drains from the houses to the 
main sewers. 

536. Have you ever made that want the subject of 
any complaint to the Town Commissioners ? — Yes j on 
several occasions. 

537. And have you suggested the required remedies? 
— Yes. 

538. Have you found that your suggestions were 


attended to, or were they disregarded? — They were 
fairly attended to, and a great deal has been done to 
remedy it. Everything that is done, is done well. 

539. Did you ever find your suggestions disregarded? 
— Never - , except in one case, where I had twice to 
report the want of drainage in connexion with houses. 

540. What case was that? — The case of some houses 
in High-street. Mr. Hooks is the owner of the pro- 
perty. It is situated in the upper part of High-street. 
The houses are good, but they are very badly in want 
of drainage. 

541. You say these houses with respect to which 
you made suggestions are the property of Mr. Hooks ? 
— Yes. I am informed that there is some difficulty 
in the way of getting anything done, on account of his 
being non-resident in the town. He is iu America, 
and it is not easy to find who is the responsible party. 
I know the Commissioners have been most anxious to 
get the defects remedied, but they have not been able 
to do so. 

542. You say there are other houses in the street 
without drainage ? — Those are the houses in question 
— the property of Mr. Hooks. 

543. Do you say that is the only case in which 
your suggestions about having the necessary drainage 
made were not acted upon ? — I cannot call to mind any 
other case in which prompt action has not been taken. 

544. Have you ever in any of your reports recom- 
mended the erection of privies or water-closets ? — Yes. 

545. And have you in such cases found your re- 
commendations complied with? — -Yes, always. 

546. Do you think that much has been done on the 
wliole by the Commissioners, or those acting under 
them, to improve the condition of the town as regards 
sanitary matters? — I have been here only fifteen 
months, and during that time a great deal has been 
done. I think a great deal has been done to stamp 
out disease and to render more habitable the houses of 
the poor. 

547. I suppose constant watching and vigilance will 
still be required ? — Yes. 

548. Did you hear Dr. M ‘Bride’s statement about 
the decrease in the number of fever cases in the town 
since the year 1865 ? — Yes. 

549. Do you concur in the correctness of that state- 
ment ? — As I was saying, I am not in a position to do 
so, because I have only been here for about fifteen 
months. I have here an account of the sums of money 
spent in making drainage within the last twelve months 
by the owners of property. 

550. Can you mention any case in which your sug- 
gestions were not amended to besides that case of the 
property belonging to Mr. Hooks ? — No, I cannot. 

551. Can you mention any case in which from 
neglect of your recommendations, you had to make a 
second or third report? — No. 


Mr. Joseph 
Devenisli 


Mr. Joseph Devenish Meaees examined. 


552. Mr. Lawless. — Are you the town surveyor ? — 
Yes, I am. 

553. How long have you been town surveyor ? — 
Since August, 1872. 

554. At what salary ? — £80 a year. 

555. Are you a professional engineer ? — Yes. 

556. What are your general duties as town surveyor ? 
— I have charge of the surface repairs of the roads and 
streets in the town, also of the drainage, looking after 
plans and alterations, carrying out market improve- 
ments, and have the general superintendence of all the 
public works in the town. 

557. Do you include in the surface works the daily 
cleansing and scavenging of the town? — No, merely 
the surface repairs. 

558. Have you any people who are acting under 
you? — -Yes j there are three surface men. I should 
add that the waterworks are also under my charge. 

569. You mean from the point at which the Town 
Commissioners' jurisdiction and control begins ? — Yes. 

560. With respect to the state of the drainage of 


this town — is there a complete system of drainage ? — 
No, there is not ; but a great deal of money bas been 
laid out on the drainage — about £3,700 during the 
last ten years — £3,680 was the exact sum. 

561. Was that £3,680 spent in making main drain- 

age ? — Yes ; main drainage through a number of the 
streets. _ . 

562. That expenditure was not all of course within 
your own knowledge ; your time does not extend so 
far back as ten years ago ? — No. 

563. Have you taken that amount from the records 
of the Town Commissioners? — Yes, part of it. Of 
course I know what has been laid out since I came 
into office. 

564. Do you know if the street drainage, so far as 
it exists, is good ? — It is. 

565. Is it the fact that, as was stated before me on 
Monday, portion of Hill-street, one of the principal 
streets of the town, is without main drainage 1— Yes : 
it is perfectly unsewered; except by some small crpss 
sewers ; and there are some of the houses in Hill-street 
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which have no drainage at ail. There are several of the 
houses which have no yard accommodation, and the 
ashes and everything have to he carried across the 
street and emptied into the river. 

566. Are you speaking of houses in Hill-street ? — 
Yes. 

567. The only remedy for that state of things would, 

I suppose, he to make main drainage through the 
street 1 — It would be the best way. As to houses 
which have not yard accommodation you could not 
give them any for want of space, but the main drainage 
would carry off the refuse from the water-closets ; it 
would be the only remedy. 

568. Is such a system a public necessity in your 
opinion l — I think so. 

569. Have you ever prepared an estimate of the 
cost of such a system 1 — I have. In June, 1875, 
there was a committee appointed by the Town Com- 
missioners, and I made a report to them which dealt 
with drainage works in other parts of the town as well 
as that of which you are now speaking. It does not 
piopose a complete system of drainage, but the place 
ilealt with in it comprises the principal portion of the 
town. There are some streets in a very fair condition ; 
this was essential work. (Hands in report). 

570. Do you mean that as only a supplemental sys- 
tem ? — No ; a reconstruction of the entire system, be- 
cause some drainage works were already carried out,, 
and they are very effective. It would be impossible 
to have a complete connected system of drainage in 
Newry, because the town is cut up by the tidal river 
and the mill-race. 

571. When there is a main drain in any street are 
the houses in that street connected with it by connect- 
ing drains ? — Generally speaking, a great deal has been 
done in that way within the past year by the sanitary 
officers requiring the people to make connecting drains. 
In two or three places main drains were constructed at 
the expense of the Town Commissioners, and the 
owners of the property adjacent made connecting 
sewers into the main drainage. 

572. Is it your duty to report to the Commissioners 
the necessity of having connecting drains in places 
where such do not exist 1 — That is the duty of the 
sanitary officer. 

573. If, when the Commissioners direct them to do 
so, the owners or occupiers of houses make connecting 
drains you have nothing further to do ; but suppose 
they refuse to do so do the Commissioners proceed to 
do it themselves and afterwards charge them with the 
cost 1 — In such case it would be my duty to make out 
an estimate of the cost, which could then be recovered 
from the owner, but I think we never had a case of 
that sort. 

574. What was the amount of your estimate of the 
cost of the system of drainage you suggested in 18751 
— £250 for the county Armagh portion, and £2,288 
for the county Down, making the total estimate cost 
£2,538. 

575. Is it your duty to see that the main drainage 
of the town is kept in proper order ? — Yes. 

576. Are the main drains flushed? — They are 
flushed regularly in the summer time — it is not re- 
quired in the winter. There is plenty of water in 
them ; in fact too much water in the winter time. 

577. Have you anything to do in connexion with 
looking after the slaughter-houses ? — No ; except in 
case there was a new slaughter-house proposed to be 
built. I should then, of course, require to see the 
plans and the place where it was proposed to he 
erected. 

578. Were you surveyor for the town at the time of 
the erection of the public markets ? — Yes. 

579. Are they now, in your opinion, kept in proper 
order and condition ?— -They are. 

580. You say you have control over the water- 
works? — Yes. I carried out the Camlough water- 
works under the chief en gineer. I was appointed town 
surveyor since. 

581. In the year 1872 ? — Yes; in August, 1872. 


582. Have you any persons under you in relation 

to the water supply ? — There is only one turn-cock ; 
but when any repairs are required to be done ad- M 
ditional men, or the men employed by the Town j 
Commissioners, are put on. ^ 

583. Has there been ever since these works were 
taken by the Commissioners, a full high pressure 
supply kept up for the town 1 — It is more than suffi- 
cient if proper care was taken of it ; but there has been 
a great deal of waste in the summer time sometimes. 
The supply was perhaps a little short last summer, but 
a house to house inspection was made, and as a result 
there was less waste of water. The inhabitants con- 
sume between forty and fifty gallons per day each, and 
I need hardly say, that is an extravagant quantity. In 
Liverpool, by the adoption of certain means, they re- 
duced the consumption from thirty gallons per head to 
ten or twelve gallons. The full quantity of 625,000 
gallons per day is supplied to Newry. 

584. Has that quantity always been supplied? — 
Perhaps once or twice there were complaints about the 
supply. It has to be regulated according to the level 
of the lake, and if the caretaker does not look after it 
the quantity coming down might be a little deficient. 

585. Is it your duty to report any deficiency ? — 
Yes. 

586. Have you ever had occasion to do so ? — No ; 

I have not. 1 That scarceness of water did not arise 
from the want of water in the lake, but from the valve 
not being properly attended to. 

5S7. I see that notice was served under the seal of 
the Commissioners upon the trustees to the effect, 
that they would have to avail themselves of the powers 
of Act of 1871, by reason of their not having a supply 
of water for six hours. Was that notice given in con- 
sequence of your report? — No; I do not think I 
reported. 

588. Was it necessary for you to be instructed to 
take any steps after the service of that notice ? — No. 

589. Is the supply of water now sufficient for all 
purposes in the town ? — It is more than sufficient. 
We do not consume, generally spea king , anything like 
the 625,000 gallons per day. 

590. Are the mains kept always full so as to be 
available at any time in ease of fire ? — Yes. 

591. I suppose it is your duty to report old danger- 
ous buildings, or anything of that kind ? — Yes. 

592. Do you find your reports on such matters 
properly attended to by the Commissioners? — Yes. 

593. Is there any drainage in Upper Mill-street? — 
There are some very small intercepting drains. 

594. Is there any drainage in William-street ? — No. 

595. Or in Courtney-hill ? — No ; the end part of it 
is being sewered, hut is not yet completed. 

596. Would the perfecting of the drainage works 
mentioned in your report make the drainage of the 
town complete? — Except very small portions of it. 

If it were completely carried out, it would provide for 
the requirements of all the town, except some small 
back places. An additional outlet is required' in the 
canal to carry off the floods from the county Armagh 
side, which in some places have been two or three feet 
deep. I had nearly one foot of water in my house, 
which is situated very high up in Bridge-street. 

597. Do you think an additional outlet through 
the canal would improve that state of affairs ? — We 
will never get rid of these floods without it. 

598. Mr. Fagan (chairman.) — During the entire of 
' the past winter part of the county Armagh side was 

under water. 

599. Mr. Meares. — I am aware of it. 

600. Mr. Lawless (to Mr. Meares). — Are there 
any houses that remained flooded' diming the winter? 
Yes; I may mention the case of my own house. 

601. Does,it remain flooded, during the winter ? — 
In some small houses there was two or three feet of 
water for twenty-four or forty-eight hours. 

602. In your opinion, would a proper system of 
drainage carry off that water? — Yes. 

603. You suggest its outfall into the river ? — Yes. 

604. Mr. O'Hagan , Town Commissioner (to Mr. 
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Meows). — Are the culverts erected by the London and 
North-western Railway Company, sufficient to carry 
off the water there ? Were they made large enough ? 
— That has nothing to say to the drainage of the town. 

605. Mr. O' Hagan. — Well it affects it. 

606. Mr. Lawless (to Mr. Meares). — Have you 
made any calculation of the sums expended by the 
Towu Commissioners on town improvements and 
works, and in payment of county at large charges, 
since the Act of 1871 was passed!— Yes. 

607. What calculation have you made 1 — I have 

taken the actual cost of surface repairs and drainage, 
and county at large charges, during the last three 
years — 1874, 1875, and 1876. In 1874, for surface 
repairs, there was £778 7s. 5 d . ; county at large 
charges, £977 4s. 5d. (that includes the two counties) ; 
and for drainage, £6 Is. 8 d. ; making a total of 
£1,761 13s. 6d. In 1875, for surface repairs, 

£929 11s. 6 d.; county at large charges, £1,095 2s. lid.; 
and. drainage, £155 5s. 3d.; making a total of 
£2,179 19s. S d. In 1876, for surface repairs, 

£728 10s.; county at large charges, £980 0s. lid.; 
and drainage, £119 17s. Id. ; making a total of 
£1,828 8s. This would give an average of 

£1,923 7s. Id. a year, for three years. The county 
cess, at 2s. in the pound, would, on the valuation of 
£28,000, produce £2,800, the surplus of which — 
after the payments I have mentioned, would, before 
the Act of 1871, have gone to the county. This 


shows an average gain to the town of £800 or £900 
a year. 

608. Do you mean main drainage by what you 
call “ drainage ” (—Yes, the actual drainage works 
carried out by the Commissioners in the streets. 

609. Before that the town was payiu" a 2s. rate ? 

I do not include anything in that for scavenging or 
cleaning, which the 2s. rate went to pay. There were 
actual works carried out. 

610. Has the transfer of the powers of the Grand 
J ury been of benefit to the town 1 — Yes ; I think so. 

611. In your opinion, as a professional gentleman 

has it been of advantage? — Certainly, as regards the 
repairs and improvement of the streets, because they 
can get the undivided attention of the surveyor and 
the undivided application of the funds. Taking an 
average of the last three years, it would give a saving 
of much over £600 a year to the towu. (The witness 
handed a written statement, showing, firstly, the ex- 
penditure on flagging, paving, crossings, asphalting, 
die., on Newry, from 1866 to 1876 inclusive, and the 
sums contributed thereto by the counties, and paid 
by private owners and occupiers ; secondly, the ex- 
penditure on streets, roads, repairs, and drainage, and 
for contribution to county at large charges for 1874 
1875, and 1876 ; thirdly, the expenditure on drainage 
works in the town of Newry from 1805 to the end 
of 1876, and the amount contributed thereto bvthe 
counties and by owners and occupiers.) 


Mr. James 
Fegan, J.v. 


Mr. James Fegan. j.p„ examined. 


612. Mr. Lawless. — Do you, as chairman of the 
Newry Town Commissioners , wish to make any state- 
ment about the affairs of the town? — You have got 
such a very full and correct explanation from the 
officers of the town that I don’t see I can add very 
much to what you have already heard. I simply wish 
to say with inference to Jordan’s-court, in Ballybot, 
that it is a place off the Main-street, the entrance to 
which is by a gateway, and it was formerly a vegetable 
garden. The lower end of it is a swamp, and these 
houses were built by a carpenter in a shed way up 
against the wall by two labourers. I was in them, 
and they contain about eight feet by ten of space. 
They are lighted by two very small windows, and very 
small step-ladders lead to the apartments above. They 
were not fit for human beings to live in, but they have 
now got into the hands of a very respectable merchant 
of the town of Newry, and I am informed that he is 
going to remove them altogether. The Town Commis- 
sioners could not prevent them from being built in the 
first instance. With respect to the houses in county 
Armagh — the old ancient houses referred to — I may 
say that they are good houses ; but they are now in 
the hands of small middlemen, who let them off in 
rooms, and the back premises formerly attached to 
them were made into dwelling-houses. There was 
accommodation enough formerly in these houses, and 
there is accommodation enough still but for the filthy 
habits of the people who occupy these rooms. They 
would not remove their nuisance from the rooms into 
the yard, and it is quite true that they throw the 
nuisances on the landings. The worst case reported 
to you was that relating to the property of a man 
named Hooks. Unfortunately he is in Canada at pre- 
sent, and the Commissioners find difficulty in taking 
proceedings against him, owing to this property being 
in the hands of a loan company. I may say I believe 
the Town Commissioners are doing all they can to 
improve the state Of affairs with the funds they have 
in their hands. They would wish to do more in the 
way of drainage, and the only way I see it could be 
done is that their funds should be increased by getting 
a loan from the Government at a reduced rate of im 
terest. If that could be obtained the saving on in- 
terest and sinking fund would place in the hands of 
the Commissioners very nearly £300 a year-, which 
would be available for drainage purposes. There is a 
statement that Mr. Doherty wishes me to make. 
Under the Act of George TV., which was adopted on 


the 15th September, 1828, the valuation of the town, 
excluding the houses under £5, was £25,793. On 
the introduction of Griffith’s valuation their rateable 
value was reduced to £19,000, excluding houses 
under £5. 

613. Was that in 1861? — No.; I think it was 
farther back. I think it was in 1841. The conse- 
quence was that the amount of money realised by the 
Commissioners under the Act of George IV., would 
barely pay the expense of lighting the town and clean- 
sing it, so that they had nothing left to expend on im- 
provements. After the Towns Improvement Act was 
adopted the valuation of rateable property in Newry 
was £29,291 — that includes all property valued 
from five shillings up. The valuation in 1877 was 
£30,102 17s., and 1876 it was £29,663 12s., so that 
all this statement shows we are improving. 

614. Do you state as chairman of the Commissioners 
that you have no powers to close and shut up or pre- 
vent from being inhabited the houses in Jordan's- 
court, Ballybot ? — I am not quite sure as to that. 

615. Has any attempt been made ? — I think there 
was a notice served. 

616. You say with reference to the houses that 
were the property of this man named Hooks, that 
you found difficulty in dealing with them by reason of 
his absence, and because of the property being in the 
hands of a loan company ? — Yes. 

617. Can you not treat the loan company as owners 
of the property ? — I suppose we could, but those houses 
referred to by Dr. Crossle, at the upper end of High- 
street, are portion of the property. I may also men- 
tion that there are some cellars in the town of Newry 
that ought to be closed up ; they are not fit to be 
occupied by human beings. 

618. Are there cellars in' the town of Newry occu- 
pied by people as dwelling-houses ? 

619. Mr. Meares. — There are some but not very 
many. 

620. Mr. Fegan. — There are a good many of them. 

621. Mr. Meares. — They are not altogether under- 
ground. There would not be more than a couple of 
dozen of these cellars in the town altogether. 

622. Mr. Fegan. — I may say the Commissioners 
under the 9th of George IV. made sweeping reforms 
in the cellars. 

623. Mr. Lawless (to Mi-. Fegan). — -Are the pre- 
sent Commissioners doing anything towards having 
them closed up ?. 
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624. We are doing nothing as yet though our 
attention has been called to them. They must have 
certain accommodation, whereas I think none of them 
have. The floors must be only a certain depth under 
the street and they must have ventilation and some 
other conveniences, but the cellars I allude to have no 
conveniences and there is no ventilation except at the 
door ; there are no windows in them, or any means of 
ventilation except the dooi\ 

625. Are the Commissioners doing anything for the 
purpose of getting these cellars closed up 1 — I think 
there has been nothing done. On the whole the town 
is very healthy, and I attribute its being so to the 
riverwhich passes through the town — a tidal river which 
rises once every twelve hours. 

626. Are these cellars ever flooded? — I think not ; 
they are not low enough down to be subject to floods. 
There are houses in Newry which have no accommo- 
dation whatever, and they throw their nuisances on the 
streets. 

627. Do the Newry Town Commissioners employ 
any watch? — We do not; we find it simply impossible 
to do so, in consequence of the state of our funds. At 
the time the Act was introduced there was an inquiry 
made as to the cost of employing constabulary, and I 
think it was ascertained that to do so would cost some- 
thing about £1,300 a year. We would need to have two 
sets of men, one for the day time, and one for the night, 
and a head-constable, and we would also be bound to 
supply a barrack. There is no use of our employing 
watchmen. I believe they would have no power to 
make arrests. 

62S. The town is under the constabulary without 
any special payment to them as watchmen ? — Yes ; we 


have three constabulary barracks in the town, two in 
the county Down side, and one in the county Armagh 
side. I am not sure whether or not we have the proper 
number of policemen that we are entitled to ; but I 
think we have not. A great deal of the nuisance in 
the town is owing to the intemperance of the occupiers 
of the houses. 

629. Do the Commissioners, as a body, in your 
opinion, exercise proper diligence to the best of their 
power in supplying the wants you complain of? — I 
think they do. As far as they have means at their dis- 
posal they do. 

630. 1 believe that the Commissioners, as a body, are 
authorized to nominate two persons as members of the 
Carlingford Lough Commissioners ? — They are. 

631. Did they nominate two persons 1 — Yes ; they 
nominated two members of our body. 

632. Do these gentlemen, who were nominated as 
members of the Carlingford Lough Commissioners, 
continue to be members of the Town Commissioners ? — 
One of them only lias continued to be a commissioner. 

633. Does the gentleman who is not now a com- 
missioner still continue to act on the Carlingford Lough 
Commissioners ? — He does ; and he went against the 
wishes of the majority of the Commissioners, and we 
wrote both a letter to give up their appointment. At 
that time we considered that they could only be mem- 
bers of the Carlingford Lough Commissioners, while 
they continued to act as Town Commissioners. 

634. Do you consider then that you have only half 
the representation on the Carlingford Lough Commis- 
sioners that you ought to have ?— That is so ; and it is 
absolutely necessary for the interests of the town that 
we should be represented on it. 


Mr. John J. O'Hagan, j.p., examined. 


635. Mr. Lawless. — Do you, as a Town Commis- 
sioner, wish to make any statement '? — Yes ; I wish to 
say that there is a great want of slaughter-houses in 
Newry, and they are very badly situated; but our 
means are so very limited that we cannot build the 
slaughter-houses which we have power to do under 
the Act of 1671. 

636. But you have power to regulate the existing 
slaughter-houses ? — Yes ; and all that can be done has 
been done. The people are doing what they are able 
to do, but the slaughter-houses are so surrounded by 
houses, that the nuisance which they create cannot be 


put down. A sum of about £600 would make a public 
slaughter-house. I wish to say that since the passing 
of the Act of 1871 there lias only been an increase in 
the rating of 6d. in the pound, notwithstanding all the 
improvements which have been made in the town, 
and if they had not met with such opposition when 
introducing the Improvement and Water Act, tlie 
municipal taxation would not exceed 3s. 6(1. in the 
pound ; it is now 4s. We have also to pay very high 
interest on the loans. The slaughter-houses are at 
present situated in various parts of the town, and in 
the summer season the smell is absolutely intolerable. 


Mr. John J. 
O’Hagai!, U'. 


Mr. Dohehty (town 

637. Mr. Lawless. — Do you wish to give any fur- 
ther evidence ? — Yes ; there is just one other matter 
to which I desire to call your attention. The Local 
Government Act, 34 <k 35 Vic., chap. 109, sec. 27, 
refers to the mode of making out the municipal voters 
list. You will see that the entire responsibility of con- 
structing or making out this list is thrown on the clerk 
of the Town Commissioners. There is no provision in 
the Act of Parliament providing for the revision of 
these lists by any responsible party, and it puts the 
town clerk in a very awkward position when the lists 
have to be made out at a very short notice, and parties 
have no opportunity of appealing. I would say that 
there should be a revision of the municipal voters list 
as well as the Parliamentary voters list, or power 
should be given to the Chairman of the Town Commis- 
sioners to preside over the preparation of the lists, and 
sign them if correct. 

638. That matter was left completely unaltered by 
the Act of 1871 ? — I think that someone should re- 
vise these lists, and that an opportunity should be 
given to parties who might wish to appeal — people who 
think they have a light to the franchise should be 
heard. 

639. Have any actual difficulties with regard to this 
matter arisen here ? — As far as I am personally con- 
cerned I think I may say there has never been any 
charge made against me for doing anything that was 
wrong, but people have complained that they were not 
on the list when they should have been. I was of 
course obliged to go by the hooks before me when 


clerk) re examined. 

making out the list. I had no means of making it 
but by taking it from the books. Since the election 
has been by ballot the matter becomes very difficult, 
for before the adoption of the ballot you could exercise 
supervision by a scrutiny, but now there is no oppor- 
tunity of doing that. I think there would be no diffi- 
culty in making out these lists if the chairman of the 
Town Commissioners sat, and presided over their 
preparation. 

640. Mr. Michael Denvir, solicitor, was examined, 
and said that he had been requested by a Town Com- 
missioner to call attention to the unprotected state of 
the Newry canal, and also to the want of night watch- 
men. Of course he did not expect that the Navigation 
Company would at their own expense put up sufficient 
rails or chains on the sides of the canal to protect tlie 
lives of people in the town, but if the Commissioners 
made a small assessment for that purpose he believed 
the ratepayers would not object to pay it. Two hun- 
dred lives had been lost within the last twenty years 
by people falling into the canal, and this might have 
been partly owing to the unprotected state of the canal, 
or the intemperance of the people. The town was alto- 
gether unprotected at night, as there were no watchmen. 

641. Mr. O'Hagan said he did not believe the rate- 
payers would agree to an assessment for the purpose 
of erecting protection along the canal. The Commis- 
sioners did not want to have anything to do with the 
canal at all, and he did not believe that there was a 
single instance of a sober man being drowned in it. 

The Inquiry then terminated. 
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Dublin. 
Mjii it 24. 1877. 


DUBLIN.— April 24, 1877. 

(Before Mr. Corbett and Mr. Lawless, q.c.) 


Mr. .John 
Norwood, t.l. 


Mr. John Norwood, ll.d., examined. 


n. 1. Chairman. — You are, I understand, a member 
of the legal profession 3 — I am. 

2. And have you been a member of the Town 
Council for many years 1 — For ten or twelve years. 

3. I am not sure whether you are an Alderman or a 
Town Councillor? — A Town Councillor. Perhaps it 
would be convenient if I now gave you a short sketch 
as to what the corporate property consists of. 

4. Although that is not exactly to the point we are 
here to inquire into, it may, perhaps, be convenient we 
should have it shortly on our notes 3— -There were 311 
separate holdings under the denomination classified as 
“ ancient revenue,” and in September, 1866, the in- 
come under that head was .£1 1,4-95 4s. 10 d. Then 
there is the St. George’s estate, which they hold under 
charter. There are about seven separate holdings under 
that denomination, and the annual produce, according 
to the audit on the 1st September, 1866, was £168 
Os. 10 iJ. The third denomination is All Hallo wes’ or 
All Saints’, and that estate contains 137 holdings, and 
the annual produce, according to the last audit of the 
treasurer’s account, in September, 1866, amounted to 
£6,224 3s. id. The next is No. 4, St. Mary’s-abbey 
and Thomas’-court estate, and there are sixty-seven 
holdings under that denomination, and the annual pro- 
duce, according to the same audit, previous to the 
publication of this volume, was £1,392 Us. 2d. No. 
5 are Royal gifts. 

5. That is not land? — No, but they are part of the 
corporate estate, amounting respectively to £276 
18s. Gd. and £461 10s. 8 d. No. 6 source of income 
consists of ferries, and they are let on lease or demised 
by lease at the annual rent of £309 4s. 6<£ 

6. What is the date of that lease ? The date of the 
lease is given here at page 9 of the rental as 1817 1 — 
Yes, exactly; I find they were let from 1817, at an 
annual rent of £309 4s. 6 d., late currency. 

7. Can you tellof your own knowledge how that lease 
was granted 3 — I can tell by reference to the minutes. 

8. It is so long antecedent, it is, perhaps, hardly 
worth entering into it. What I think the • intention 
of the select committee was that we should inquire 
into the present practice, and, incidentally, into such 
leases as have been granted recently? — Very well. 
That makes a total rental, at the date of publica- 
tion of this document, upon 525 holdings of £20,327 
13s. 11(7., less by crown, quit, and chief rents, £426 
13s. id. — £19,901 0s. 7 d. The Water Estate is on 
page 10 — £12,722, and in 1866 it bad reached to 
£31,184 4s. 9 d. Then there is the Wide Street estate, 
and the annual income of the twenty -four holdings, of 
which it consists, which were taken over from the 
Wide Street Commissioners' by the Corporation is 
£415 11s. 8 d. 

9. Tell me whether these holdings are let on lease 
or as yearly tenancies ? — They are let on lease. Some 
of them were let on lease before the Act of Pa rliam ent 
which brought them under the Corporation came into 
force. Some of these holdings are held on hand by the 
Corporation as depots. 

10. Slia.ll I find these Wide Street holdings in the 
rental ? — Yes. 

11. Mr. Lawless. — Tell us under what heading we 
will find it 3 — “ W.S.,’’ which is Wide Street.. Then 
there is another class of estate called the Paving 
estates. The Commissioners of Paving, under several 
Irish and Post Union Acts, had a large paving-house 
and concern in Mary-street, opposite the Apothecaries’ 
Hall, which was sold by auction when it came under 
the control of the Corporation in 1853. 

12. I see that was sold by public auction for £4, 1 00 3 
-Y es ; the Corporation also have several pieces of 

ground, in the city, which are used as scavenging depots, 
for which annual rents were paid by the Corporation, 
and they are in the rental under the head of « P.W.” 


13. Chairman. — Are these rents carried to the 

credit of the improvement fund 3— These are rents paid 
by the Corporation. F 

14. Yes, but are they paid by the Corporation to 
itself 3— They are part of the Corporation estate but 
the public has the use of them. 

15. I apprehend if they pay rent from one fund it 
is carried to the credit of another fund 3 —Of course to 
the credit of the improvement fund. Then there is 
the Circular-road estate, and that is under the Dublin 
Improvement Act, 1S49. A certain Act was passed 
in the olden time for the construction and mainten- 
ance of circular-roads, and by the Improvement Act 
they were repealed, and the tolls abolished, and the 
several toll-houses were transferred to the Corporation, 
but they are not of much value. Their annual income 
amounts to £20 10s. Then there is the Cattle-market 
estate. 

16. Yes, but we may pass that for the present; all 
information with regard to that can be given by-and- 
by ? — Then there is the Mansion-house, and it is part 
of the estate, subject to a small rent; and the City 
Assembly-house, which the Corporation rent under a 
terminable lease ; and the Royal Exchange or City- 
hall, where we now are. 


17. The great bulk of the property is within the 
municipal limits, I believe? — Yes; the greater part. 

18. I observe, however, that part of Baggotrath is 
outside the boundary ? — Yes, it is outside ; and so are 
Ballycolane, Clonturk, Donnycarney, Baldoyle, and 
Grange on the north -side; and Colganstown and 
Ringwood on the south. 

19. Very well. Let us return now to the object of 
this head of our inquiry as to the letting of the cor- 
porate property? — There are two descriptions of 
estates — houses within the city, and they are nearly 
all comprised under the head of dwelling-houses and 
tenements, and agricultural property, which we have 
at Colganstown and Ringwood, and at Grange, Bal- 
doyle, and Clonturk. We have a little landed property 
also in the city — Stephen’s-green — about twenty-two 
acres ; and a place called Island-bridge — fifteen acres. 

20. Does everything that is coloured green on the 
maps in this rental represent leases in perpetuity ; every- 
thing coloured yellow property alienated and thus un- 
productive ; and that coloured red terminable leases? — 
Yes ; as I understand, their leasing powers are under 
the 3rd and 4th Vic., cap. 108, sections 140, 141, 142, 
and 143. 

21. By these sections if you grant leases it must be 
for either thirty-one or seventy-five years? — Yes. 

22. And if for more than thirty-one it must be for 
a building lease 3 — Yes. 

23. Mr. Lawless. — Was there any Act passed 
affectingtheleasing powers of the Dublin Corporation'? — 
There were prohibitory Acts passed immediately before. 

24. No; but I mean after that? — There was one 
which I will have to mention hereafter — an Act 
passed in 1864, dealing with certain leases of Grange 
and Baldoyle, under circumstances which I will have 
to detail presently ; and by-laws which have the force 
of Acts of Parliament when approved of. 

25. The by-laws are under the Municipal Corpora- 

tions Act 3 — Yes. They have undoubtedly the force of 
an Act, and were passed in June, 1851, at a special 
meeting of the Council held on the 24th June, 1851, 
two-thirds of the Council being then and there present 
The 55 th by-law 

26. Chairman. — First of all, whart was the practice 
previous to 1851, can you tell, as to old leases when 
they fell in 3 Were they let by auction previous 
to the by-law of 1851 or not? — I believe always by 
auction since the Corporation came into existence. 
The practice is, that the law agent brings before No. 3 
Committee the falling out of any lease. 
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27. Are you speaking now of the course previous to 

1351 j X always understood from Mr. Morgan that 

the one course was pursued since 1840, namely, that 
the law and land agent when a lease fell out had it 
notified to No. 3 Committee, and as soon a sufficient 
number of leases fell out to justify the expense of ad- 
vertising and having an auction, an auction was called 
and in open Court they were sold off by him acting as 
auctioneer ; the highest bidder being declared the 
purchaser, subject to the approval of the Council. 
There are regular notices published. They insist in- 
variably that the hist year’s rent is to be paid in 
advance. The person declared purchaser deposits 
one-fourth of the purchase-money with the treasurer 
pending the decision of the Council as to his eligibility. 
As soon as he is declared the tenant the Corporation 
solicitor prepares the .lease, and the tenant pays one 
year’s rent. 

28. Are you speaking now of the present practice 1 
The practice ever since 1840. 

29. Then in point of fact the 55th by-law, passed in 
1851, was only confirmatory of the practice existing 
previously 1 — So I always understood it. 

30. Let us have that 55th by-law on the notes 1 — 
This is it — 

*• That no property of the Corporation shall he disposed of ex- 
cept by auction after public advertisement, subject, however to 
confirmation by the Council : provided however, that if after being 
thus set up to public competition on two occasions, without a sale 
or letting being effected, the Council shall, upon a special report 
thereof, have the power to dispose of such property in the manner 
by them considered most judicious." 

31. Mr. Lawless. — I find that by-law of 1875 was 
in the same terms precisely ? — It was continued the 
same down to 1875. 

32. Chairman. — The information I have got pri- 
vately is that last year it was thought judicious to in- 
troduce a change — was it not? — It was. I will tell 
how it came about. It appears that a number of leases 
in the best business part of the city fall out in 1880. 

33. And some few also, I think, in 1877 and 1878? 
— Y es. This schedule (produced) [see Appendix No. 1 5 , 
p. 366 J was prepared pursuant to an Order of Council of 
the 13th of February, 1877, and it appears thatanumber 
of leases were falling out, and many of the persons who 
were actually occupiers had been in possession of these 
holdings for twenty, thirty, and forty years, and had 
made their houses of business well known to the public. 
Many of the immediate lessees of the Corporation were 
persons living in England and elsewhere, away at con- 
siderable distances, and had no interest in the premises, 
further than the receipt of the rents reserved. The 
Corporation thought it would be unfair to those 
persons who, like Messrs. Hodges and Foster, had 
made business connexion for their premises, that they 
should remain till the lease expired, and then be sub- 
ject to the competition of rivals, and they addressed 
His Grace the Lord Lieutenant upon the subject, ex- 
plaining in a memorial the state of affaire. 

34. What was the date of that memoiial ? — I can 
get it for you. It was some time in 1876. 

35. Then it was some time before these proposals 
came in ? — Yes ; long before. No. 3 committee of the 
Corporation had an interview with the law adviser, 
and Mr. Burke, Under Secretary, and the result of 
that interview was, that the Lord Lieutenant saw the 
justice of not turning these people out at the expira- 
tion of their leases, and a modification of the 55 th 
by-law was made with the sanction of the Lord Lieu- 
tenant. The modified by- law is in the following terms — 

“ That no property of the Corporation shall be disposed of (save 
as hereinafter mentioned) except by auction after public advertise- 
ment, subject, however, to confirmation by the Council; provided 
that if, after being thus set up to public competition on two 
occasions, without a sale or letting being effected, the Council upon 
a special report thereof, shall have the power to dispose of such 
property in the manner by them considered most judicious. The 
exception to the foregoing being in the case of a tenant who is in 
actual occupation, and where the lease is within a period of five 
years’ expiration, who shall by memorial to the Council ask for a 
renewal of said lease, that then and in such case the Council may, 
with the consent of the Lords of the Treasury, grant a renewal of 
said lease, without offering the premises to public competition, for a 


term not exceeding thirty-one years, or in the event of the tenant Dublin. 
proposing to rebuild the premises, for a term not exceeding seventy- j.pril 24, 1 877- 

five years, at a yearly rent to be calculated by a sworn aud compo- 

tent valuator to be appointed by the Lords of the Treasury, as the Mr. Johu 
yearly value of the premises at the time, and upon the express Norwood, r,t..I>. 
condition of the tenant before the execution of such new lease ex- 
pending such sum of money upon the premises as the city architect 
for the time being, upon his oath, may declare as necessary, having 
regard to the period of years for which such new lease may be 
granted, and for the purpose of having the premises put into such 
a state of repair as may, as far as practicable, enable them to be 
delivered up at the expiration of the term in good and substantial 
condition ; and in the case where the rebuilding of the premises may 
be required on a building lease for seventy-five years, the new 
building to be erected under the supervision and control of the city 
architect, subject to the direction of the law, lease, and finance com- 
mittee of the Corporation.” 

36. By that it appears this is not a rule of general 
application ; but that you must make a special applica- 
tion to the Lords of the Treasury in every instance 1 
In every instance. I may mention that notwith- 
standing the rule here, that if the property be put up 
twice and not sold by public auction, that then it may 
be disposed of by the Corporation upon a special report 
in such a manner as they may consider most judicious. 

I have been ten years on the law and lease committee, 
and I never knew an instance where it became neces- 
sary to exercise such discretion. 

37. What has been the course pursued by No. 3 Com- 
mittee with regard to these leases under the amended 
by-law? — Mr. Morgan, as the law agent, issued a 
printed circular to all persons whose leases were about 
to expire, and such of them as were anxious to take 
advantage of the 55th by-law were requested to send 
in proposals to No. 3 Committee. According as these 
proposals came in they were submitted by Mr. Morgan 
to the committee. In some cases the persons wished 
to have leases for thirty-one years, and in other in- 
stances they wished to have building leases for seventy- 
five years. Mr. Morgan then reported upon them, and 
the committee directed, for their- own information, that 
Messrs. Brassington and Gale, who are eminent valua- 
tors of property in the city, should report as to the 
value of the premises. 

38. Was that valuation intended to be preliminary 
to the valuation by the Lords of the Treasury i— Yes, 
quite independent. That provision about the Lords 
of the Treasury was put in by the Corporation unani- 
mously. They did not wish to take the responsibility 
of valuing upon themselves, and, therefore, they wished 
the protection of a Government valuator. They get a 
valuation from Messrs. Brassington and Gale, and 
then after discussing the matter they send forward a 
report to the council, generally recommending that a 
memorial should be forwarded to the Lords of the 
Treasury, founded on the proposal of the tenant, and 
in some instances memorials have been sent forward. 

The Lords of the Treasury were asked to appoint a 
general valuator, and they said “ No ; we will appoint 
a valuator for each case pro re natd." And accord- 
ingly they have done so in one or two instances ; and 
I will be able to lay before you the proposal and report 
on each case, and the letter of the Lords of the Treasury. 

39. Have any new leases been granted under the 
amended by-law ? — None yet. 

40. Can you give the date when it was amended ? 

Did you not say the application was m ade in 1 876 to the 
Lord Lieutenant?— Yes, it was made in 1876. This 
is the reply to the memorial on the subject : — 

“ Dublin Castle, 7tli March, 1876. 

« Sib,— T am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 28th ultimo, enclosing an amended by- 
law of the Corporation, and to acquaint you, for the information of 
the Municipal Council, that His Grace is advised that there is no 
objection to the by-law as amended. 

“I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

“T. H. Burke.” 


That is directed to the Town Clerk, City Hall. 

41. In point of fact, then, the amended by-law was 
submitted on the 28th of February to the Lord Lieu- 
tenant? — Quite so; and the interview with Mr. Burke 
and the Law Adviser took place in the interval. Upon 
that letter being read on the 13th March, at a meeting 
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of the Council, it was moved by Mr. Dennehy, and 
seconded by Mr. Byrne — 

•• That this letter be referred to a committee of the whole house, 
n with instructions to take into consideration the unturo and circum- 
stances of the property of the Corporation from the falling out of 
the lease, and to deal therewith liy recommendations to this house 
from time to time, as occasion may require. Put and carried.'' 

I have been asked by a person here, and I may state 
that the by-laws are not in pursuance of the 3rd and 
4th of Victoria, c. 108. They are in pursuance of an 
Act of this Council, which entitles them to make by- 
laws, and when they are approved of by the Lord 
Lieutenant they have the force of laws. 

42. I was going to ask whether since February, 
1870, and the answer of the Lord Lieutenant to your 
application, any property had been let by auction since 
that date 1— I think not. The last one was in Janu- 
ary, 1875. 

43. There was a property, I see, let in 1875, in 
Upper Bridge-street, and another in Halston-street, 
and in 1876 some seed offices in the Cattle-market ? — 
Yes, there were a few holdings; one lot in 1876 in 
St. Andre w-street. 

44. The amended by-law does not apparently in any 
way preclude a sale by auction? — Not at all. It is 
simply in regard to special cases. 

45. Up to the present time have whatever leases 
have fallen in since 1851, and as you believe since 
1S40 also, been let by auction to the best of your 
belief? — Quite so. I never knew an instance other- 
wise, but since that by-law was altered there have 
been cases in which memorials were sent forward, and 
the acceptance of the terms of these memorials has 
been sanctioned by the Lords of the Treasury. 

46. Do you mean that no leases have been yet 
actually made, but that proposals have been sanctioned 
by the Lords of the Treasury ?— Yes ; and I will give 
in the memorial and proposal of these. I may mention 
with regard to these proposals, that after being adopted 
by the Town Council upon the recommendation of No. 
3 Committee the copy of the original memorial is pasted 
upon a board, and exhibited in the street at the front 
of the municipal buildings, and it remains so exhibited 
for one month before it is forwarded to the Lords of 
the Treasury. 

47. The position, as J understand it, is this— any 
parties desiring to have leases granted to them under 
the terms of the amended by-law, forward a memorial 
to the Corporation. That memorial is referred in the 
first instance to No. 3 Committee, who then make a 
recommendation to the Town Council upon that memo- 
rial?— Yes; quite so; and the Council then order 
theirlaw agent to prepare a memorial to the Lords of 
the Treasury, embodying the terms proposed, and the 
memorial so prepared by the law agent of the Corpora- 
tion is posted up outside the City Ha 11 for the space 
of one month, and at the expiration of that time it is 
forwarded to the Lords of the Treasury. 

48. Is the recommendation of No. 3 Committee 
accepted as a matter of course by the Town Council 
or is it again discussed in committee of the full house ? 
—It is not accepted as a matter of course, but occa- 
sionally the house sends back memorials to No. 3 
Committee for reconsideration. 

49. When they are sent back to No. 3 Committee, 
who is it sends them back ?— The Town Council. 

50. The matter then is discussed in open Council 1 
— Oh, yes.. 

51. And it is open for anyone to read the proposal 
when it is posted up outside 1— Yes. 

. 52 - at 'the expiration of a month the memorial 
“ forwarded to. the Lords of the Treasury ?— Yes. 
The notice is posted up pursuant to the 3rd and 4th 
Vic., chap. 108, sec. 141, and the 6th and 7th of Vie , 
chap. 93, sec. 8. 

53. That is the statute which directs the posting up. 
to be made of these applications 1— Yes. The terms of 
the section are : — 


application, inserted on 
local newspaper, and si 

one calendar ni 

intended to be sent to the Commissioners of HerMifoJ.Xlr'""'" 41 
shall be kept in the town clerk's ollice during such calendar^omh' 
?h fre6 i y .' ,pen “ u “*?, t0 e'wy burgess or person entitle,! 
to vote at the elect.on of such Council or Commissioners or" “ 
payers of the borough at all reasonable hours.” ’ 


mper, a m snmi ue .mixed on the outer door of tli, 

’" me other public and suitable place within the L™ !’ 
■r n >onth, anti such application and copy of the ' 

be sent to the Commissioners of Her Maiestv*« t-J, 


(Aee Appendix No. IE L page 367. Copy of MtiM 
memorial re Miss Getty’s Lease, at present beino ex- 
hibited at Town Hall.) B ex ‘ 

54. Witness.— I told you that the Town Council re- 
fen-ed that letter of the Lord Lieutenant’s to a com- 
mittee of the whole house, and the first meeting of 
the committee of the whole house appointed on 'the 
15th of March, 1876, in re the amended 55th bv-law 
met on Friday, the 24th of March, 1876. The minutes 
of the Council state : — 


“ Read,— Reference to the Council of 13tli of March, 1876”— 
(And then the subject of reference is set forth.) 


“ Moved by Councillor Byrne— 1 That on the 3rd of April next 
the day upon which the by-law will become law, the town clerk 
nPI'ly t0 ‘be L °rds of the Treasury to appoint a sworn and cou.i^tent 
valuator for the purposes of the by-law.' Question put and carried ” 
" Moved by Councillor Byrne—* That the law and land agent be 
requested to immediately prepare a schedule of all property coming 
* ,1 ~ "coupler's names, and all 


is of this by-law, with- the ot 


55. This then is the schedule referred to in that 
resolution that 1 have in my hand ? — Yes. 

56. And then you got an answer from the Lord 
Lieutenant, I apprehend, to the effect that they would 
not make any general appointment of a sworn valuator? 
— No ; that' answer came from London. The next 
meeting of the Council, re the amended by-law, was 
held on the 17th of January, 1877. 

“ Moved by Councillor Byrne — ‘ That the present actual occupiers 
of all property, the leases of which expire within five years from 
the 4th of April, 1870, he invited to forward proposals to the com- 
mittee for leases, to commence from the day upon which the present 
corporate leases expire, whether the occupier holds directly from the 
Corporation or not, and that said invitation he forward to the said 
several occupiers by the town clerk.’ Question put and carried. 

“ Moved by Councillor Gray—* That all other parties, if any, 
who were in actual occupation on the day five years previous to the 
expiry of the Corporation leases, lie also invited to send in proposals 
so as to give the Council the fullest possible information in eacli 
particular case.’ Question put aud carried." 


This resolution is also on the 17th of January, 1877. 

11 Moved hv Councillor Byrne—* Thnt a copy of the by-law, with 
the foregoing two resolntions, be published three times in the usual 
newspapers.’ Question put and carried. The committee then ad- 
journed until three o’clock to-morrow." 


The fifth meeting of the committee of the whole 
house, re the 55th by-law, was held on Thursday, the 
8th of February, 1877. 

11 Read, — Opinions of counsel re the 53th by-law.” 

57. Had they then taken counsel’s opinion on some 
points involved in that by-law ? — Yes. It was then 
moved by Councillor French — 

“ * That the cases, with the queries and opinions of counsel— 
Messrs. Law, q.c., and Walker, q.c. — be printed and circulated 
amongst the members.' Question put and division taken, when 
there appeared — for the motion, G ; against, 6. The chairman 
having refused to give his easting vote the motion fell through. 
The circumstance to be reported to Council.” 


58. Upon what point had you referred that by-law 
to counsel for their opinion ? — For their construction 
of it with regard to what parties were embraced within 
the scope of its operation. I should explain that after 
the 55th by-law passed, some persons who were inter- 
mediate parties between the Corporation and the actual 
occupiers, served notice to quit upon the actual occu- 
piers, thinking they would get the advantage of the 
operation of the by-law, and in consequence of that 
some cases of hardship were laid before lie committee. 
They wall be brought under your notice, and there is 
documentary proof of them, and upon that the follow- 
ing resolution was moved — 


Mn'iMrer tv the Lords Commissioners of H. 
Majesty s Treasury for the sale or purchase of lands shall be, afti 
notice oi the intention of the Council ur Commissioners to make sue 


11 Moved by Councillor Gray — 1 That in view of middlemen serving 
notices to quit on actual occupiers of premises, the property of the 
Corporation, in the hope of obtaining some advantage thereby under 
the 55th by-law, as amended, that a special meeting of the Council 
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t„. forthwith convened, that an earnest request be made to every 
member to attend in his place, and that the Council be invited to 
pass, in the most formal manner, the following or some similar re- 
flation, so that the determination of the Council may be made 
manifest, to protect, as far as in it lies, the equitable claims of actual 
occupiers, and in no case to allow any advantage to the middleman 
nailer a by-law not intended for such purpose.’ 

“ Resolved — •* That we the municipal Council of the city of Dublin, 
in special meeting as-embleil, hereby declare that, the intention of 
this Council when it amended the 55th by-law was to afford protec- 
tion. on equitable terms, to the then actual occupiers, and this 
Council, therefore, declares that in case of any middleman so serving 
notice to quit or ejecting the actual occupier before the expiry of 
the original lease, in the hope or expectation of obtaining the ex- 
ceptional favour of a lease, without public competition, under the 
discretionary power conferred on the Council in the ameuded by-law, 
that under no circumstances will this Council grant any such favour 
to any person so evicting or serving notice to quit on the actual 
occupier, but, on the contrary, it will decline to grant to any such 
person any lease of premises, either originally in his own occupation 
or otherwise.' Question put and carried." 

On the lOtli of February tbe committee met again. 

59. Is. this No. 3 Committee! — No j the committee 
of the whole house, which sat in pursuance of tbe reso- 
lution of the 13th of March, 1876, determining that all 
proposals should be submitted to that committee of 
the whole house. Well, the minutes, in continuation, 

'• Moved hv Councillor Byrne — 'That Councillor Rochford get a 
lease of the premises from Citv-quay to South Gloucester street for 
seventy-five vearsat a rent and outlay to be fixed, by the city archi- 
tect as to outlay, and Messrs. Brassington and Gale as to the rent, 
and that upon the execution of the said leases, tbe one now in exist- 
ence shall be by him surrendered ; the yard portion of Gloueester- 
street to be then leased to Messrs. Maunsell upon like terms and 
conditions.’ The original question put and carried." 

(The TFxDiess handed to the Chairman copies of the 
opinions of Messrs. Hugh Law, Q.c. (Solicitor-General 
in the late Government), and dated the 24th of Janu- 
ary, 1S77, and also the opinion of Mr. Samuel Walker, 
q.c., under date the 23rd of January, 1877.) 

60. Counsel agreed, I see, substantially, on the case 

submitted ! — Yes. A meeting of the Council was then 

held on the 16th of February, 1877, and the minutes 
state — 

“ Moved by Councillor Gray, seconded by Councillor MacDcr- 
mott. Resolved, — ‘That we, the Municipal Council of the city of 
Dublin, in special meeting assembled, hereby declare, that the in- 
tention of this Council, when amending the 55th by-law, was to 
afford protection on equitable terms to the then actual occupiers aud 
their representatives, and that this Council therefore declares that 
in the case of any middleman so serving notice to quit, or ejecting 
the actual occupier before the expiry of the original lease, in the 
hope or expectation of thereby obtaining the exceptional favour of 
a lease without public competition, under the discretionary power 
conferred on the Council in the amended by law ; that under no 
circumstances will this Council grant any such favour to any person 
m evicting or serving notice to quit on the actual occupier; but on 
the contrary, it will decline to grant to any such person any lease 
of any premises either originally in his own occupation, or otlier- 


61. That is precisely the resolution moved by Coun- 
cillor Gray in committee! — Yes ; and to this an 
amendment was moved — 

"That d ie consideration of this resolution be adjourned to this 
day fortnight. Question put, and division taken, when there ap- 
peared — for the amendment 5; against 22. Then the original 
question was put, when a. further amendment was moved by Alder- 
man Purdon, seconded by Councillor Sir John Barrington, — ‘That 
we, the Municipal Council of the city of Dublin, in special meeting 
assembled, hereby declare that the intention of this Council, when 
it amended the 55th by-law, was to afford protection on equitable 
terms to the then actual occupiers, and that this Council therefore 
declares that in the case of any middleman so serving notice to quit, or 
ejecting the actual occupier, before the expiry of the original lease, 
in the hope or expectation of thereby obtaining the exceptional 
favour of a lease, without public competition, under the discretionary 
power conferred on the Council in the amended by-law, under no 
circumstances will this Council grant any such favour to any person 
so evicting or serving notice to quit on the actual occupier, unless 
on special cause shown and allowed by vote of Council, but that, 
on the contrary, it will decline to grant to any such person any lease 
of any premises either originally in his own occupation or otherwise.’ 
" Question put on amendment, and division taken, when tliere 
appeared — 

“ For the amendment, . . 8 

“Against, .... 19 

“The original question was theh put and declared carried." 

62. The amendment, then, only differed from the 
original resolution by the admissions of exceptions 


“ on special cause shown and allowed by vote of Duma?'. 
Council”! — Yes. An application had been made by Apri l**, i s7T. 
Councillor Rochford so far back as 1874, and I think Mj . Johu 
it forms the subject of a printed report. Mr. Rochford Mnrwood, w«n. 
is the representative of the direct lessee of the lease 
granted to “Precious Clarke” in 1779 for ninety-nine 
years, and which, therefore, expires in 1878. The 
name appears at page 37 of the rental. Mr. Rochford, 
as far back as 1869, applied for a new lease, and he 
and his father had been for forty years and upwards 
in occupation of these particular premises, and No. 3 
Committee recommended, after a good deal of delay, 
and after the by-law was amended, that the Council 
should grant a lease to Mr. Rochford of these premises 
at the valuation put upon them by Messrs. Brassing- 
ton and Gale. A memorial was sent forward to the 
Lords of the Treasury, and a reply came back from 
them enclosing a letter from the law and land agent of 
the Corporation, Mr. Francis Morgan, and it is neces- 
sary that I should call your attention to that commu- 
nication, as it has been made the subject of animad- 
version. 

63. When did the committee send fox-ward leave 
that the leases should be granted on the terms of this 
valuation 1 — This year. The report of Committee 
No. 3 on the subject is as follows : — 

“ Your committee beg leave to report that they have received an 
application from Mr. Heurv Rochford, T.c, for a new lease of his 
premises on City-quay and ‘Petcrson’s-laue, of which he is occupant 
for many years. " 

The following is a copy of Mr. Rochford’s applica- 
tion : — 


“To the Right Honorable the Lord Mavoh, Aldermen and Bur- 
gesses of the City of Dublin Corporation. 

“ Gentlemen, — I am desirous ol a renewal of my lease of the 
holding on City-quay and Peterson’s-lane, known as “ Precious 
Clarke's holding,” A Ii 101, the present rental of which is £23 Gj. 2 il. 
It has been lately valued by Messrs. Brassington aud Gale, per order 
of your Committee No. 3] by a full description of same by your 
law’ and lease agent, Francis Morgan, Esq., and a map from your 
engineer. The Messrs. Brassington and Gale, after a personal ex- 
amination of the premises on several occasions, valued the rental 
at £64 per annum for a thirty-one years' lease. 

I am satisfied to take a lease of thirty-one years at the rent 
thev named, £64, or, if you grant me a lease of seventy-five years, 
at the same amount of rent, I will re-build as your city architect 
directs. , . . - 

“ I am, with much respect, yours faithfully, 

“ Henry Rochford, City-quay.” 


The following is a copy of Messrs Brassington and 
Gale’s valuation : — 

“ Valuation of Premises, Nos. 34, 35, and 36 Citt-quay, in the 
city of Dublin, the estate of the Corporation of Dublin. 

“AE 101, Clarke’s Holding, Citv-quay — By Brassington and Gale, 
1875. 

“ We have examined these premises, as marked on the map for- 
warded to us, which we herewith return with this valuation. 
The buildings on tlio plot of ground extending from the City-quay 
to Gloucester-street, south, aud along the east side of Peterson's- 
lane, are very old, with the exception of the forge, which is not so 
old as the other buildings, but which is nevertheless built from 
forty to fifty years. All these buildings, with the exception of 
the house No. 36, City-quay, are in the immediate occupation of 
Mr. Rochford, and used by him for the purpose of bis business. 
The house No. 36 is in the occupation of an under-tenant The 
entire buildings are of a very perishable character, and would re- 
quire a constant outlay to keep them in anything like tenantable 

« Taking into consideration the portion of this holding, and keep- 
ing in view the circumstances to which our attention has been 
directed in Mr. Morgan’s letter of 8th inst., and also bearing in 
mind the dilapidated condition of most of the buildings, we con- 
sider this plot of ground, with the bnildings, should produce an 
annnal rent of £75, on a lease of seventy-five years from expira- 
tion of the present lease in 1878. The buildings are so old, and 
require such constant outlay to uphold them, that in poiut of 
economy it would be better, from time to time, to take down the 
greater portion, with a view of rebuilding; but to justify the 
tenant in making sueh an outlay as this would entail, he should 
have a term of at least seventy-five years. 

“ The annual value of the foregoing holding for a term of thirty- 
one years from expiration of existing lease in 1878, would he £50. 
This term would not be sufficient to warrant an expenditure to 
put the premises in permanent repair, or to induce the tenant to 
make any additional outlay in building. Tliere would therefore 
be a necessity for a constant outlay in upholding the buildings 
already existing in a habitable state, which would of course lessen 
their value to an occupying tenant. 
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Dublin. “ The portion of the original holding lying on the south side of 
April 24, 1877. Gloucester-street, and extending along the east side of Peterson V 
-11 lane for a distance of ninety-eight feet, as shown on the map consists 

Sir. John of a yard, with an old engine-house and shed. The buildings on 

Norwood, i.r..D this plot are also old. We consider the annual value of this portion, 
on a lease for seventy-five years from expiration of the present 
lease in 1878 to be .£20, and the annual value for n term of 
thirty-one years to be £14. The term of thirty-one years in this 
case would also be insufficient to induce a tenant to make au out- 
lay sufficient to put the existing buildings in a permanent statu of 
repair, or to make any additional buildings. 

“Brassington & Galb. 

“ 11th November, 1875.’’ 

The following is a copy of the city architect’s 
report : — 

“ 40, Stepheu's-Green, East, 

“ August 6th, 1876. 

" Gentlemen, — Agreeable to your order of 17th ultimo, I com- 
municated with Mr. Rochford, and at his request measured the 
buildings in his possession on City-quay, and in the lower yard in 
Peterson's-lane, and I have supplied him with estimates, in detail, 
of the cost of re-building same, which, I am of opinion, should be 
done, as the buildings arc very old and infirm. 

“ The costs of the whole work will amount to a sum of £1,151 

16s. 'id. 

“ I am, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

“John S. Butler.” 

“Your Committee now recommend the Council to accept Mr. 
Rochford’s offer, and to approve of the memorial submitted, ami 
direct the City Seal to be attached thereto, and forwarded to the 
Lords of the Treasury for their assent." 

I will now state to you the order of Council upon 
that. The committee did not recommend a lease for 
thirty-one years, or a lease for seventy-five years, but 
they recommend that Mr. Rockford's offer, with his 
alternative (Mr. Rochford expressing his readiness to 
take either a thirty-one years or a seventy-five years’ 
lease) be accepted. 

64. That left it entirely to the Council to make 
their own selection between the two periods'! — Yes. 
"Well, on the 28th of December, 1876, the Council met 
and made the following order, on the report of the 
16th of October, which I have read. It was moved 
and seconded — 

“ That this report be adopted, and that the memorial be forwarded 
to the Lords of the Treasury for their assent to a seventy-five 
years’ lease." 

Well, the statutable month having elapsed, and the 
usual notice having been posted up and published, the 
memorial was forwarded to the Lords of the Treasury, 
from whom we got a letter enclosing Mr. Morgan’s 
letter. We received that letter upon the 6th of 
December. On the 8th of December, the Council held 
a meeting, and — 

“The Town Clerk read a letter from the secretary of the Treasury 
submitting a letter fr.om Francis Morgan, law and land agent of 
the Corporation, in re Rocbford's holding. The letter was as 
follows : — 

‘Treasury Chambers, 5th of December, 1876. 

• My Lord, — I am commanded by the Lords Commissioners of 
Her Majesty's Treasury to transmit to you herewith, for your infor- 
mation and guidance, with reference to" the memorial dated the 16th • 
of October last, copy of a letter from Mr. Francis Morgan, protest- 
ing against the proposed lease of corporate property to Mr. Roch- 
ford ; and I am to request that my Lords may be favoured with 
the observations of the Town Council thereon. 

‘ I am, my Lord, your obedient servant, 

‘William Law.’” 

That letter was addressed to “ The Lord Mayor of 
Dublin,” Mr. Morgan’s letter is as follows : — 

“ 35, Dawson-street, Dublin, 28th November, 1876. 

“To the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, 
Whitehall, London. 

“My Lords, — I respectfully direct your attention to the Dublin 
Freeman's Journal newspaper ef the 17th instant, containing Parlia- 
mentary notice for the Session of 1877, of ‘Dublin Improvement 
Act Amendment Bill, i 877 • ’ which notice describes a project 
(marked in red ink) for widening Peterson’s-lane, from City-quey 
to Townsend-street, including the removal of buildings on ground 
forming part of the Corporation estate in the occupation of John 
Rochford and Son. 1 am to apprise you, that all that ground in 
die occupation of the Messrs. Rochford is portion of the estate of the 
Corporation of Dublin, known as their Ancient Revenue, apd now 
held by Mr. John Rochford, a member of the Council, underlease. 
Ancient Revenue 101, made to Precious Clarke in 1780, to hold for 
ninSty-nme years at £23 6t. 2d. present currency; such lease being 
now held by John Rochford, who has memorialed the Corporation 




tion of the subsisting lease. . n „ , , 

of the Corporation, called the attention of the proper Commit"' 
the prudence of reserving their rights over their ground in the 
of the construction of a bridge or tunnel across the Liffev^a 
. M r8, ' n ’! :lane_a ,-' ery d T r ,' lble aml Probable public^! 
venience. My notice was disregarded, and Mr. Kochford has lately 
procured a memorial to be presented by the Town Council for 2, 
assent of your Lordships to grant a new lease. I have on the 2fiih 
instant, delivered a written notice to the town clerk, calling on h' 
noi to forward the memorial, and have also made a written renortm 
the members of No. 3 Committee having charge of the said estate 
advising them that the memorial for your Lordships’ assent shonlrt 
he cancelled. My letter and report to Committee No. 3 have h»n 
disregarded, so I now as a ratepayer of the city of Dublin, object to 
the granting of a lease of seventy-five years to Mr. Rochford of 
ground which, when hereafter required for improvement, according 
to printed notice published on the 17th instant, should be repurchased 
at a very high price. Meantime, 

“ I have the honour to be, your obedient servant 

“ Francis Morgan." 

„ ,l wa £ moved— 1 " That this letter be referred to No. 3 Committee 


65. Can you give me Mr. Morgan’s letter to the 

town clerk, and also his letter to the committee 1 1 

can. I should explain with regard to that notice for 
the Dublin Improvement Bill, that I think that notice 
was being framed for lodgment according to the stand- 
ing orders of Parliament. 

66. Was there not a new street projected, and would 
not these premises have been in the line of the pro- 
posed street? — Y es. It would have gone down through 
Mr. Rochford’s premises. However, that part of the 
Bill was subsequently withdrawn, and indeed the Bill 
has fallen through for the present. Then upon the 
reference to No. 3 Committee they made the followin« 
report ; and forwarded the following draft reply to the 
letter of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury, the Council having ordered on the 28th of 
December, 1876, that this letter be taken as read a 
first time, and that it be printed and circulated in the 
meantime amongst the members. The letter is as 
follows : — 

“Town Clerk's Office, City Hall, 

“ Dublin, January, 1877. 

"To William Law, Esq., Secretary to the Lords Commissioners 
of Her Majesty’s Treasury. 

“ Sir, — 1 am directed by the Lord Mayor, Aldermen and Bur- 
gesses of the city of Dublin to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 5th of December inst., enclosing copy letter under date the 
2Hth November, 1876, of Francis Morgan, esq., law agent to the 
Corporation, addressed to aud requesting that their lordships may be 
favoured with the observations of the Town Council thereon. 

“ The memorial adopted by the Town Council at their meeting 
held on Monday, the 16tb day of October last, and already for- 
warded to you by me on the 28th November last for consideration 
of their lordships, sufficiently sets forth the title and circumstances 
connected with the several holdings which Mr. Rochford’s father 
and himself have for many years held under the Corporation, and 
wherein they have in succession carried on their business for the 
last fort 3 '-five years. 

“ Mr. Rochford’s lease being within a few years of expiration, 
viz., 25th March, 1878, he applied by memorial so far back as 1869 
to the Corporation for a new lease for seventy-five years, in order to 
enable him (he undertaking to do so) to rebuild the premises for the 
purposes of his trade, and to take a lease at a rent commensurate 
with the (present) value of the premises. 

“ Mr. Rochford renewed his application from time to time, but 
Committee No. 8, feeling doubtful as to their powers to grant leases 
under the circumstances, laid a case before the then Attorney- 
General (now Mr. Justice Barry), who was of opinion that until 
the Town Council should have obtained alteration of the 55th by- 
law (which has the force of statute, under the 3rd and 4th Vic., cap. 
108), they could not legally grant to Mr. Rochford the lease he re- 
quired. A copy of the case and opinion is herewith sent. 

"As at this period many of the tenants of the Corporation 
were similarly circumstanced’ with Mr. Rochford, requiring renewals 
of their leases at the approaching expiration of same, for the purpose 
of extending and improving their respective business premises, the 
Corporation deemed it right to seek a modification of the 55th by- 
law to meet the exigencies of all such cases. The Council had, 
therefore, a modification of the by-law prepared, and after tbor 
sanction had been given to it,’ pursuant to the statute, submitted 
same for the approval of Hia Grace the then Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland, who was graciously pleased to approve of same on the 7tb 
day of March, 1876. (Copies of the old and amended by-law are 
herewith sent). 

“ Mr. Rochford renewed his application on the 13th of November, 
1875. Mr. Morgan, law agent, laid before the Committee No. o 
tlie valuation made by Messrs. Brassington and Gale of the present 
annual value of the said holdings, and these gentlemen estimates 
the future rent fairly payable out of said holding to be £75, tail 
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£20 for each lot respectively. Mr. Rochford agreed to expend a 
considerable sum, about £1,100, in rebuilding the premises. 

« Committee No. 3 having dually considered Mr. Roehford’s 
application, by an order (under date 2nd September, 187(1), recom- 
mended the Council to accept his offer, and directed the recommenda- 
tion, accompanied by the report of Brassington and Gale, and all 
other documents connected therewith, to he forwarded for the 
consideration of the Council. 

•• It is to be observed that Sir. Rochford was a tenant, holding 
under the Corporation for niunv years before he was elected a 
member of that body. 

The Committee No. 3, in dealing witli Mr. Eocliford's applica- 
tion. adopted identically the same course in all particulars as has 
been pursued in the case of every tenant of the Corporation who has 
applied under like circumstances for a renewal of bis lease, under 
the provisions of the 55th by-law, as amended as aforesaid. 

“The Town Council having had the application under considera- 
tion for some time, passed a resolution on the 10th day of October, 
la'll, ‘ (hat the said report of No. 3 Committee should lie adopted, 
and that the memorial be forwarded (o the Lords of the Treasury 
for their assent to a seventy-five years' lease.' 

“ Pursuant to the statute 3 and 4 Vic., cap. 10S, it was necessary 
to retain the memorial in my office for one month, notice thereof 
being posted on the outer gate of the City Hall ; this month expired 
on tiie ltith November, 1876 ; but before the engrossment was ready 
for transmission, Mr. Morgan, on the 21st day of November, 187(1, 
served the notice referred to in his letter to their lordships. The 
committee declined to accede (o Mr. Morgan's recommendation, 
inasmuch as there was no probability of the effectuation of such a 
project as the widening of Peterson's-lnne, or the building of a 
tunnel or new bridge in connexion therewith, as the Port amt Docks 
Board have in the last session of Parliament obtained an Act (‘ The 
Port and Docks Board Bridges Act, 1S7I1,') authorizing the con- 
struction of a new bridge higher up the river, and in a different 
position from Peterson 's-lane and Mr. Roehford’s premises. 

“ This fact appears to the Council to justify the resolution of the 
Committee in declining to adopt Mr. Morgan’s report. 

•• The Committee No. 3, on all occasions iu which matters con- 
nected with this application came before them, considered the several 
reports with the utmost care and attention. 

“ I have the honour to remain, sir, your obedient servant, 

“William J. Henry, Town Clerk." 

67. When was tliat letter adopted by the. Town 
Council? — On the 26th of January, 1S77, and it was 
forwarded to the Lords of the Treasury as the reply 
of the Corporation. 

GS. When was it for warded 1 TJ nder what date ? — 
It was directed to be forwarded on the 26th of Janu- 
ary, 1877, and I take it it was forwarded immediately 
afterwards. 

69. It is dated January, 1877, without any date 
being given — that is why I ask the question ? — I per- 
ceive now that that is so. Then the next I find with 
regard to that holding is at a meeting of the Council, 
held on the 9th February, 1877. (Reads) : — 

“ Letter read from Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Trea- 
sury, granting lease for seventy-five years, at a rent of £64 per 
annum, to Henry Koehford, esq., t.c., and proposal from Messrs. 
Monsell and Mitchell for portion of said premises.” 

The letter from my Lords is as follows : — 

“Treasury Chambers, 6th February, 1877. 

“ My Lord, — Adverting to the Town Clerk’s letter of the 27th 
ultimo respecting the renewed lease of certain property proposed to 
be granted to Mr. Rochford, I am directed by the Lords Commis- 
sioners of Her Majesty's Treasury to signify to you their approval 
of the lease being granted to the above-named gentleman for a fur- 
ther term of seventy-five years from the day of expiration of his 
present lease, viz., 25tli March, 1878, of the premises now occupied 
by him, and known as Nos. 35, 36, and 37, City-quay, Dublin, 
being portion of the corporate property, at an annual rent of £64, 
and on condition that the lessee expends a sum of not less than 
£1,155 in rebuilding said premises, in accordance with the city 
architect’s plans, as stated in the memorial from the Corporation, 
dated 16th October last, and as recommended in the report from the 
Commissioner of Valuation for Ireland of the 18th ultimo." 

70. Brassington and Gale’s valuation recommended 
a thirty-one years’ lease only, at .£64. How came the 
Lords of the Treasury to approve of a lease at that, 
the lower rent, for the longer term 1 

Dr. Norwood. — That was after they had got a valua- 
tion from Mr. Ball Greene, Chief Commissioner of 
Valuation in Ireland ; we did not know of that valua- 
tion. The letter concludes thus — 

“ The formal sanction of this board will be obtained by two of 
my Lords being made parties to the deed a draft of which must be 
forwarded to their solicitor at this office for perusal." 

I suppose the fact was that the interest on the £1,155, 
or whatever was supposed to be the interest on an ex- 
penditure of the kind, was considered in the lease. 


71. But Brassington and Gale proposed that he Dublin. 

should pay £75 for one portion, and £20 for the other, Ajn-am. mi. 
ujion a lease for seventy-five years, and that he should , r t T~ 
expend the £1 ,1 55 besides. Nomood" ll.i>. 

Dr. Norwood. — No. 3 Committee wish to lay every- 
thing before you, and this is the only case in which 
any question was ever raised about the matter. A 
letter, dated 8th February, 1877, was received from 
Messrs. Monsell and Mitchell. These were gentlemen 
who had been occupying portion of the premises, which 
you will see in the small schedule. I think it is the 
portion that Brassington and Gale valued at £20. 

72. The whole that Rochford and Son hold is put 
down in the rental at a rent of only £23 6s. ‘2d., and 
in the proposal of Messrs. Monsell and Mitchell for 
the part occupied by them in Peterson’s-lane their rent 
is stated to be £23 6s. 2 d. also. Therefore, I pi-esume 
these people paid H. F. Rochford the full rent he paid 
to the Corporation ? — That is what they say. Their 
letter is as follows : — 

“ 73, Townsend-street, Dublin, 8th February, 1S77. 

“ Gentlemen, —Referring to our former proposal (22nd January, 

1877), to take a lease of the premises in Peterson's- lane, at a rent 
of £45 per annum, we have since learned that the stables and loft 
included in the said proposal, and not in our former tenancy, are not. 
the property of the Corporation. We now beg to propose to lake a 
lease for a term of seventy-five years, at a rent of £40 per annum, 
of the premises we occupied from 1868 to 1875, including the stables 
and loft, and we also undertake to expend the sum which vour 
architect thinks necessary for improvements, taking into considera- 
tion the locality and the requirements of our business. 

“ We are, gentlemen, your obedient servants, 

“ Monsell, Mitcuell & Co." 

“ Moved by Councillor Dcnnehy, seconded by Alderman Harris — 

1 That tile letters just read be referred to the committee of the whole 
house, with instructions to inform the Lords of Her Majesty's Trea- 
sury, that as the memorial with reference to the now lease proposed 
te be granted to Mr. Henry Rochford, transmitted to the Council, 
was accompanied by a report of Messrs. Brassington and Gale, in 
which the letting value of the said premises on a seventy-five years’ 
lease, was stated to lie £05 per annum, this Council would not lie 
justified iu leasing the said premises to any tenant at a less rent, 
and that said memorial did not affix £64 a year, or any other sum, 
as tiie value of the said premises, but merely prayed that their lord- 
ships would appoint a sworn valuator to fix a fair amount of annual 
rent, to be approved of by your memorialists, to he reserved as a 
standing rent in snch new lease, and that the Lords of the Treasury 
suspend all farther action in this matter until the decision of the 
Council be laid before them.’ Question put, when amendment moved 
by Councillor Byrne, seconded by Councillor Doekrell — ‘ That 
this letter he referred to Committee No. 3, to have the necessary 
lease executed, in pursuance of the by-law, at £90 per annum, the 
valuation of Brassington and Gale, as set forth in their report.’ 

Question put on amendment, when the Lord Mayor ruled it out of 
order. Original question put, when the Lord Mayor declared it out 
of order also. 

“ Moved by Councillor Byrne, seconded by Alderman Gregg — 

‘ That these letters be referred to the committee of the whole house 
for consideration and report, the committee to sit to-morrow at half- 
past two, and that the press be invited to attend.’ Question put 
and carried.” 

I may mention that up to the period when Monsell 
and Mitchell sent in their statement, Committee No. 3 
had never heard of these gentlemen before as connected 
with the premises. On the 10th February, the com- 
mittee of the whole house met, and I now read from 
the minutes — » 

“ In re Rochford’s holding. Moved by Councillor Byrne — ‘ Coun- 
cillor Rochford to get a lease of the premises from City-quay to 
South Gloucester-street for seventy-five years, at a rent and outlay 
to be fixed, by the city architect as to outlay, and by Bras- 
sington and Gale, as to rent, and that upon execution of the said 
lease, the lease now in existence shall he by him surrendered. The 
yard portion South of Gloucester-street to be then leased to Messrs. 

Monsell and Mitchell upon like terms and conditions.’ Question 
put, when amendment moved hv Councillor Doekrell — ‘ That the 
committee adjourn to Saturday next, at half-past two o’clock, to 
receive any memorial Councillor Rochford may send in.’ Question 
put on the amendment and division taken, when there appeared — 
for, 8 ; against, 13. Amendment declared lost. Original ques- 
tion put and carried." 

73. That leaves the question of rent and outlay open 
in both cases? — It became necessary, Monsell and 
Mitchell having got a lease. 

74. Is that communicated to the Lords of the Trea- 
sury in reply to their letter ? — No ; nothing more has 
been done that I remember, and so the matter remains. 

75. So that there has been then no reply to the 

2 F 
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Lords of tlie Treasury ? — Nothing was done, because 
Mr. Rochford served notice upon the Lord Mayor, on 
the part of the Corporation, stating that he would take 
steps to enforce specific performance of then- agreement, 
or the agreement which he alleged as set forth in the 
memorial to the Lords of the Treasury. 

70. Is that how the matter stands now ? — Yes. 

77. The Corporation would give no lease at £04, 
but would they at £95 ? — Yes. 

“ For seventy-five years, at a rent and outlay to be fixed, by the 
city architect as to outlay, and by Brassiugton and Gale as to rent, 
and upon the execution of the said lease, the one i now in existence 
shall be by him surrendered." 

7S. Yes, that was the resolution passed, but you say 
nothing was done upon it because of Mr. Rochford 
serving notice to compel specific performance of the 
•recommendation forwarded to the Loi'ds of the Trea- 
sury, which, its sanctioned by them, he contends, would 
give him the whole at .£64 1— On the 31st March, 1877, 
committee No. 3 met. 

79. Is Mr. Rochford a member of No. 3 Committee! 
— Yes. I read from the minutes of the committee: — 

“ Read notice of Henry Rochford, esq., in reference to his holding 
on City-quay, calling on the committee to grant him a lease within 
one week from the date of notice, pursunut to letter from Lords Com- 
missioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury — ‘ Whereas the Lords Com- 
missioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury have signified their approval 
of a lease being granted to me for a further term of seventy-live 
years from the day of expiration of my present lease, vis., 25th 
March, 187S, of the premises now occupied by me, and known as 
Nos. 35, 30, and 37, City-quay, Dublin, at the yearly rent of £64, 
on' condition that I should expend £1,155 in rebuilding said premises, 
in accordance with the city architect’s plans, as stated in your 
memorial, dated 16th October, 1S76. And whereas the arrangement 
so agreed on had been previously agreed to between you and me, 
subject to such approval, I hereby inform you that I am ready anil 
willing to carry out said arrangement and agreement on my part, 
and to do all things that may be reasonably required by you for 
that purpose, and I hereby require you, within one week from 
receipt by you of this notice, to furnish to me or to my solicitor, Mr. 
J ohn Lawless, of G, Upper Ormond- quay, Dublin, a draft lease carry- 
ing out said arrangement and agreement, or in the event of your 
refusing or declining to carry out said arrangement and agreement 
to state that you will do so, and will not require me to furnish or 
tender to you for execution the engrossment of a lease, prepared in 
pursuance of the said arraugement and agreement Ijcfore filing a 
hill to enforce specific performance of the same, as I am advised to 
do in the event aforesaid.’ ” 

The order of No. 3 Committee upon that is, “ Refer 
to law agent to report.” The law agent has been ill 
ever since, and there the matter remains. 

80. Has there 1 ieen no communication with the Lords 
of the Treasury since you received that letter ? — We 
sent the letter which I have read to you. 

Si. Since you wrote that they have said they would 
he prepared to sanction these two leases to Mr. Roch- 
ford at £04, and upon receiving that on the 9th February 
last, you also received this application from the sub- 
tenants, Messrs. Monsell and Mitchell, and you came 
to the resolution just read. Has no further communi- 
cation taken place between you and the Treasury to 
let them know how matters stand now? — No, because 
we are awaiting the reply of Mr. Morgan. 

82. You are placed in rather an embarrassing 
position. I suppose the recommendation to amend 
the by-laws emanated from No. 3 Committee in the 
first instance ? — It emanated from No. 3 Committee, 
because Mr. Morgan for many years was anxious that 
the by-law of 1851 should be completely repealed. 
No. 3 Committee did not recommend that course, be- 
cause the 55 th by-law was a protection to the public 
and to the Corporation, and enabled them to deal fairly 
with all pai-ties concerned, and they thought a modifi- 
cation, dealing only with the cases with which it now 
deals, was a fail' way of dealing with the matter, and 
quite sufficient for the exigency of the case. 

83. But, as a matter of fact, that emanated from 
No. 3 Committee? — Yes; and by the Council it was 
considered and modified in the same way, and sent to 
His Grace the Lord Lieutenant. 

84. Were there any other gentlemen, interested in 
these leases falling in, upon that Committee ? — There 
are, I think, only five members of the Corporation 


Dublin. 
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who hold corporate property ; and, with one excentirm 
they don’t hold directly. 1 

85. Then, they would be interested as occupying 
tenants ? — There are only three who are interested in 
the 55tli by-law. One of them is Alderman Manning 
another is Councillor Rochford, and the third Alder- 
man Harris. Alderman Harris, I may mention, holds 
in succession to his father, who occupied the premises 
which Alderman Harris now occupies for forty years, 
and long before he was a member of the Council." The 
late alderman was a member of the Council for two 
years, and the present alderman has only been a mem- 
ber since his father’s death. Alderman Manning also 
was in occupation long before he became a member of 
the Council. It was the same way with Councillor 
Rochfoi’d. Councillor Dockrell, who now holds directly 
from the Corporation, came into possession of the pre- 
mises by purchase, and before he was a member of the 
Council ; and after the premises came into his posses- 
sion the lease expired, and it was renewed upon re- 
valuation also. 

86. He then has had a direct renewal of it from the 
Corporation ? — Y es. 

87. Can you refer- me to that holding on the rental? 
— Yes ; it is 47 and 48, Lower Stephen-streefc. 

88. He got a lease, I see, in 1872, for seventy-five 
years 1 — Yes. The original lease was to John Holmes. 

8'9. There were two holdings, and they are both 
entered under one number (460). “ To Thomas Dock- 

rell, under lease for seventy-five years, at the rent of 
£20.” I remarked this, when looking over tire rental 
before coming into court, because it struck me as very 
peculiar'. These two houses were let before upon a 
thirty-one years’ lease, to John Holmes, one at £33, 
and the other at £31, and now the same two houses 
have been let to Mr. Dockrell for £20. 

90. Aklennan Harris. — The thirty-one years’ lease 
was not a building lease. Tire houses may have been 
old and dilapidated ; still tire rent is very low. 

91. Mr. Curtin (City Treasurer). — These houses 
were not set up to auction, as they were in a dilapi- 
dated condition, and it was almost impossible to get a 
bidder for them at all. 

92. Chairman. — Was' Mr. Dockrell a member of 
the Town Council in 1872 ? 

Dr. Norwood. — He was. 

93. And was he sub-tenant or assignee of these 
holdings? — Yes, he had been for some time; I may, I 
think, just as well include every case in which any 
members of the Town Council are mentioned. 

94. You said there were five member's -who held 
corporate property. You have mentioned four. Who 
is the fifth ? — Mr. Dolan. He is assignee of a lease of 
premises in Thomas-street, formerly held by Sir John 
Power. He is tire mere assignee of the lease. 

95. There was a lease I see granted to him in 
Michealmas, 1874, for twenty-eight years? — Not to 
him, sir, but to a man named Nowlan. 

96. Then he is you say, merely the occupier under 
Nowlan, at £46 5s. id. 1 — An ri I observe I had 
already underlined the case for inquiry, seeing that 
the Poor Law valuation of the house is £80. 

97. Mr. Curtin. — When the premises were 

originally let iu 1791, the property was of very little 
value compared with what it is now. This valuation 
is not the valuation made in 1791, but very recently. 
The original lease has a clause for perpetual renewal, 
and Mr. Nowlan obtained a renewal, pursuant to the 
covenant therein, and although the premises may he 
valued at £80 the original rent must be preserved in 
the renewal. 

98. But I observe that tire lease is not to J ames 
Nowlan, but to Patrick Dolan ? — I had better explain 
that commutation lease. 

99. What I drew attention to is the renewal to tire 
Town Councillor himself (lease produced by Dr. 
Norwood.) Was that lease made with Jhe sanction 
of the Lords of the Treasury ? — Yes ; and it was 
changed from a lease for lives into a lease for years, 1 
and it was considered expedient to do so for this reason. 
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There being a number of leases for lives of persons at 
a distance, the Corporation found great difficulty in 
ascertaining the existence of some of the lives as the 
parties were in Australia, America, and elsewhere. 
They therefore determined to grant what were called 
commutation leases; that is to say, leases fora term of 
years, to be calculated by a sworn actuary, equal in 
value to the lease for subsisting lives for the youngest 
life in being. This lease to Mr. Dolan is in pursuance 
of that, and although the premises are valued at £80, 
the rent could not be increased as he is entitled to the 
benefit of the old lease. That is the explanation with 
regal'd to Mr. Dolan. 

100. Are these then the only five members of the 
Corporation who are interested in corporate property, 
either as direct lessees, assignees, or sub-lessees? — 
There is another. Mr. Gavan who has the premises 
in Thomas-street also. 

101. John Gavan? — Yes ; lie is the occupier under 
William Jones, who is tenant to the Corporation for 
ninety-nine years from T805, so that the lease will 
not expire until 1904. 

102. He is merely the occupying tenant, and the 
lease does not expire for nearly thirty years. Were 
not all these, others directly or indirectly interested 
in that new by-law? — Mr. Dolan was not. 

103. No, because he had got his lease granted 
before 1 — Mr. Dockrell was not, because he had got 
his lease before the amendment of the by-law. And 
I have sent for the minute-book of 1872, as to that 
point. 

104. I should like to have some further explanation 
as to Mr. Dockrell’s lease, because while Dolan’s lease 
is a renewal on the old terms, Dockrell’s lease is very 
peculiar for it is a renewal at less than half the rent of 
the premises before, and the lease is for a longer 
period. It is also at less than half the Poor Law 
valuation ? — Mr. Dolan’s lease could not be otherwise 
than on the old terms, as it was a commutation lease. 
With respect to Mr. Dockrell’s the premises were in a 
state of ruin, and we felt that we should have a 
guarantee for his expending money on them, as they 
were in the middle of or immediately contiguous to 
his own property. I have now the minute-book of 
1872, and in reference to Mr. Doekrell’s holding, I 
will now read a minute of No. 3 Committee’s proceed- 
ings, under date 27th April, 1872 : — 

“ Ancient Revenue Nos. 335 and 3CS — Holmes’ holdings, Nos. 
47 aud 48, Lower Stephen-street. The period of six months during 
which these holdings have been let subject to redemption will ex- 
pire on 27th May next. As I do not expect them to be redeemed, I 
request that the city surveyor shall prepare a new map showing the 
present state of both holdings, in order that you may direct the 
mode for reletting, and that the city architect shall also examine 
them and report if they are capable of being repaired, and the 
probable outlay required to sustain them for thirty-one years, or if 
the ground should be relet for seventy-five years for rebuilding.” 

105. Who is that signed by? — Mr. Morgan, the law 
agent, and the order of the committee is, “ adopt 
report.” The next minute on the subject is on the 
27th July, 1872, as follows : — 

“Law agent’s report — Public lettings of Corporate property. 
Adverting to my report of the 4th instant, and pursuant to your 
committee’s minute thereon, I caused the following lots of corporate 
property to be advertised. Dublin Corporation Estate — Lettings 
by public auction at the City Hall, Cork-hill, Dublin, on Saturday, 
20th day of July, 1872, at twelve o’clock, noon. The three follow- 
ing portions of the Corporation estate will be set up to the highest 
bidding, subject to printed conditions and the approval of the Town 
Council, on lease for seventy-five years, from 25tli March, 1872, 
with covenant to erect new buildings according to the outward 
plans to be approved of by Committee No. 3, on giving security for 

the value of the oldmaterials to be used in rebuilding. Lot No. 1 

The plot of ground with the old house known as No. 47, on the 
north side of Lower Stephen-street, containing about twenty-one 
feet in front and rere, and about ninety-three feet in depth, with 
right of passage to the rere through a gateway adjoining the house 
No. 49, Lower Stephen-street. Lot No. 2— The plot of ground 
with old house, known as No. 48, on the north side of Lower 
Stephen-street, containing in both front and rere about twenty feet, 
and in depth about eighty-tluee feet, with right of passage to the 
rere through same gateway. Lot No. 3— Plot of ground with old 
house, known as No. 57, on the south side of Fleet-street, contain- 
ing in front about eighteen feet, and in depth about forty-four feet, 
&e. And same were accordingly set up for public letting on the 
20th inst, in the presence of the Lord Mayor and two other mem- 


bers of your committee, ou the printed conditions. The two lots Dublin. 
Nos. 1 and 2 were separately set up, and Mr. William Burke, j„ r n 24 is? 

of Dominiclc-strect, stucco plasterer, was the only bidder for 1 

them at the yearly rent of .£12 each : and for lot No. 3, the plot of Mr. John 
ground containing the old house No. 57, Fleet-street, Mr. John Norwood, 1.1. 
Hogan, of Winetavem-strcet, timber merchant, was the only bidder 
at the yearly rent of 415. I do not recommend any of these bid- 
dings to he reported for confirmation.” 

The house iu Fleet-street was unroofed, and the 
Corporation having repaired it subsequently, relet it 
to a tenant. I take it that John Holmes or his repre- 
sentative must have been ejected from the houses in 
Stephen-street for non-payment of rent. Well, the 
next entry in reference to the subject is this — 

“The ground 47 aud 4S, Lower Stephen-street — the late John 
Holmes’ holdings, AE. 335 and SG8 — Mr. William Burke, who had 
on the 20th instant bid £12 a year each for both of these lots, called 
at my office on the 25th instant, accompanied by his solicitor, Mr. 

Colelougli, and stated I10 would accept leases for each of these lots 
at £15 a year each, provided that Mr. Dockrell, T.C., who had 
occupied the stables in the rere as under-tenant of the late John 
Holmes, would accept a sub-lease of same portion from him, Mr. 

Burke, at £12 a year. Mr. Burke signed a letter to that effect, 
which I forwarded to Mr. Dockrell, who replied by letter declining 
that proposition. Mr. Burke has this day called at my office and 
proposed to take a lease <ff both lots at £t5 a year each. " Ho signed 
letters of proposal, and deposited £7 10s., a quarter of the last year’s 
rent — £30 — for both lots. Mr. Burke has lately erected a’well- 
built new cottage, in which he resides, in Upper Dominick-street. 

I believe him to be an industrious tradesman, and recommend his 
proposals to be reported to the Council for acceptance, as these lots 
have been twice set up to public auction. Order. — 1 Refer the 
whole matter of both these lettings, and all reports and lettings to 
the Council, with a recommendation that none of the biddings be 
accepted, aud that the premises be again set up to be let by public 

This minute of No. 3 Committee, under date 27th 
July, says : — 

“Read letter from Sir. Dockrell relative to the letting of 47 and 
48, Stephen-street, and documents submitted by him. Also report 
of law ageut relative to lettings held on the 20tii instant.” 

“ To the Members op No. 3 Committee. 

“ 41, George’s-street, Dublin, 2Gth July, 1S72. 

“Gentlemen, — Having received from Mr. Morgan the letter 
which I enclose, I called upon the Lord Mayor, who informed me. 
that Mr. Morgan stated it was with my sanction and consent that 
the ground of the two houses, 4,7 aud 4 8, Lower Stepheu-street, were 
again put up to auction last Saturday. I deny most positively that 
I ever gave any such sanction or consent at any time to Sir. Morgan. 

On the contrary, when he called on me, and stated that as I was a 
member of the Council he was directed bj- the committee to put up 
these two lots again to public auction, and lie hoped I would attend 
and bid, or send someone to bid for me, 1 positively refused, and I 
again repeated my refusal on his second visit, os I felt annoyed at 
being treated unhandsomely, and in a different manner from anyone 
else, as I thought having been declared the highest bidder, and 
having signed the agreement, and paid a deposit, I understood the 
matter would have been reported to the Council, by whose decision 
I was prepared to abide. I take exception to the course Mr. Morgan 
has thought proper to pursue in this matter, by making a statement 
to the committee he was not authorized by me to make. . I will ask 
you kindly to investigate it, aud will, if necessary, be prepared to 
support this statement in your presence, or in any other way you 
suggest 

“ Yours faithfully, 

“Thomas Dookrell. 

“ P.S. — I may also state, that previous to my attending the sale f 
asked the opinion, of a competent person, to make up my mind as to 
the fair value of the ground (considering that it will require an out- 
lay of nearly £1,000), which sum I bid.” 

106. That refers to another auction. The first 
auction which you read about was evidently subse- 
quent to that one to which Mr. Dockrell refers ? — 

Evidently. Now here is Mr. Burke’s letter, and Mr. 

Morgan’s letter. The latter is as follows : — 

“ City Law Agent’s Office, 35, Dawson-street, Dublin, 

25tli July, 1872. 

“ Thomas Dockrell, Esq., t.c. 

“Dear Sir, — M r. William Burke, who on Saturday last, 20th 
instant, bid £12 a year each for the above holdings, including the 
portion occupied in part as your stables, has just called here with 
his solicitor, Mr. Colclough, and written the enclosed letter, which 
please read and return to me this day with a few lines stating 
whether you will accept a sub-lease of your portion from Mr. Burkej 
or take a lease of both lots from the Corporation for seventy-five 
years, at £15 a year each. 

“In the meantime, 1 am, dear sir, yours very truly, 

“Francis Morgan. 

“ I also enclose with this, for your inspection, the map as prepared 
from a recent survey.” 

2 F 2 
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“Citv Law Agent's Office, 35, Dawson-street, 
25 th July, 1872. 

“ Sir, I hereby propose to become tenant to the Corporation of 

Dublin for numbers 47 and 4S, Lower Stephen-street, at a rent of 
£15 a year each, for a term of seventy-five years less six months. 

“ William Burke, Temple-cottage, 

u Upper Dominick-strect, Dublin. 

Francis Morgan, Esq., Law Agent, Dublin Corporation.” 

107. Mr. Dockrell declined to accede to that pro- 
position? — Yes. He wrote the letter of the 2(lth 
July, which I have read ; and writing again on the 
27th he says : — 

" 41, South Great George’s-street, 

“Dublin, 27th July, 1872. 

“ To the Members or No. 3 Committee. 

“Gexti.embn, — In writing to you yesterday I was not aware 
that Mr. James Booth became tenant to the Corporation in 1S4S, for 
the ground on which the bouse No. 50, Lower Stephen-street stood, 
at a rent of £10 a year, which is allowed to have the same privi- 
lege of right of passage through the lane as those which 1 hid for, 
at the same rent, £10 a year each, although property in that street 
lias depreciated in value fully twenty per cent., since 1848. 

“Yours faithfully, 

“ Thomas Dockreix." 

There is a further report from the law agent under 
date 3rd August, 1872, as follows : — 

“ Ancient Revenue 335 and 36S — Late Holmes’s holding — 47 and 

48, Lower Stephen-street. 

“Adverting to my report of the 27th ult. and to the committee's 
miuute thereon of the same date, I have further to report that. I 
had by letter of the 2'JtU ult. apprised Mr. Thomas Dockrell, r.c., of 
the substance of your committee’s minute of the 27th ultimo, and 
returned to Mr. Dockrell his written forms of ngreement, dated 2-Utli 
June last, and Ills cheque in favour of the city treasurer for £5 
deposit, one-fourth of his biddings of £10, made on the latter data 
for both the above lots of ground on building leases for seventy live 
years. The two forms of agreement and cheque have been sent back 
to me, with a letter from Messrs, ilollny and Watson as solicitors 
for Mr. Dockrell, herewith submitted, stating that Mr. Dockrell 
will reserve to himself the right to act as lie may be advised. I 
have also apprised Mr. William Burke, who had bid £12 per year 
for each of said lots at the auction, and subsequently proposed £15 
a year for each, of your committee’s decision of the' 27th ult. Mr. 
Burke called at my office yesterday, and signed a receipt for his 
deposit money £7 10s., which I have returned to him at his mvn 
request. I have further to report that on the 2nd hist. I attended 
to inspect the above holdings, accompanied by Mr. John Ulyn, clerk 
of Corporation works, with a view to ascertain whether of the two 
front houses Nos. 47 and 4S, Lower Stephen-street should be taken 
down, and their materials piled at the expense of the Corporation 
previous to the ground being again advertised for reletting ou build- 
ing leases, or whether the old materials would repay the expense of 
removal. Mr. Glyn upon that occasion stated to' me Ills opinion 
that the judicious expenditure of about £300 on permanent outside 
repairs on the front of both houses, including new dry slating of 
each would render them sufficiently staunch to be let ou lease for 
thirty-one years. 1 have, therefore, since conferred with Mr. J. S. 
Butler, city architect, who concurs with Mr. Glyn in opinion generally 
as to the extent and efficacy of such outside repairs, namely, that 
No. 47 being in better order, tiiat No. 4S will cost £100, and No. 
4s being more dilapidated will cost £200. I have no doubt that if 
put in repair No. 47 would relet at from £30 to £3G, and No. 43, 
do. do., at from £28 to £32, -and that the stables at the rere as late 
in the occupation of Mr. Dockrell as under-tenant of the late John 
Holmes, would relet separately at from £10 to £12 a year on lease 
Inr thirty-one years. According to the opinion of the Right Hon. 
Abraham Brewster obtained in 1862, the Corporation can with the 
consent of the Council legally apply the borough fund in repairing 
and sustaining tenements similar to the above coming into their 
actual possession upon the termination or eviction of leases.” 

108. Mr. Morgan’s report is therefore to the effect 
that these premises would, hy the expenditure upon 
them of £300, relet for from £70 to £80 a yeur for 
thirty-one years? — Yes. Mi-. Morgan continues — 

_ “ I therefore advise the exercise of that power by your committee *" 
directing the city architect to furnish specitications of the outside re- 
pairs necessary to sustain each of the two front houses Nos. 47 and 
48, Lower Stephen-street for thirty-one years, and also to state the 
probable expense of such repairs, and that same be made with the 
sanction of the Council by contract after public advertisement ; or 
with greater certainty or celerity under the direction of the clerk of 
works; and that your committee may fix such sum — not less than 
£10 per year— for reletting the two stables in the rere of Nos. 47 
and 48, as lately in the occupation of Mr. Dockrell in case he shall 
propose to accept a lease of same for thirty-one years from 25th 
March last, rent to commence from the 1st June last. Mr. Doekrell's 
tenancy (being for six months pending redemption) having expired 
on the 27th May last, since which he has remained in charge as 
caretaker for the Corporation. Bnt if your committee shall not re- 
commend the houses to be repaired and relet for thirty-one years, I 
adhere to the opinion expressed in my report of the '6th June, last 


Bvbus. 
April 24, 1877. 

Mr. John 
Norwood, i.r,.D. 


that the ground comprised in each of the above lots is worth £15 a 
pa/sage^* ° n bUillli " S l0!1SC f ° r scvcnt y* live y cars > with the rights of 


‘■Note.— Mr. Dockrell lias constructed a strong gate, fastened on 
the inside across the common lanewav under the house 40, Lower 
Stephen-street at a distance of about sixty-three feet from the front 
or flagway, and so enclosed the southern portion of the lanewav ami 
passage to the rero of the houses 47 and 48. If Mr, Dockrell slnll 
not become tenant to the Corporation, that gate must be removed 
thirty feet southward, or a coustant passage given through it 
‘ Order — Report read.’ ” ° 


109. It stood thus then — Mr. Dockrell had bid £20 

a year on a preceding occasion for the two houses 

then Mr. Burke bid £24 at the second auction, and be 
subsequently offered .£30 ? — Quite so. In bis report 
of the 4th July, Mr. Morgan says — 

“ I have to report that the following lots of Corporation property 
advertised to be let by auction on Saturday the 29th June, were 
put up on that day to public competition in the presence of the 
Lord Mayor and several members of yourcommittce — Lot 1, No. 47 
Lower Stcpheu-street. Lot 2, No. 48 same street.” 


He adds — 

" Mr. Thomas Dockrell, t.c., was the only bidder for lots 1 and 2 
for which he offered £10 a year each. There was no bidder for 
lot3 (Fleet- street house). I don't recommend the bidding for lots 
1 and 2 to be reported for confirmation without being again adver- 
tised for public auction and for this reason — Having regard to the 
frontage, and the depth, and the right of passage of lots 1 and 2, 1 
believe each of them worth at least £15 a year. Mr. Dockrell, the 
only bidder being a member of the Council, I think it better to test 
their value by another auction, and I feel hound to report tkatsince- 
tlie auction Mr. Dockrell has expressed to me his perfect willingness 
to have these lots set up once more without the least possible delay. 
As there was no bidding for lot No. 3 that too will lie advertised." 1 
therefore request your committee to fix a day for another letting by- 
auction.” 


110. Well, we liavc had it from you that the com- 
mittee ordered another letting, and at the second auc- 
tion Mr. Burke — the only bidder — offered £12 a year 
for each. He subsequently, it appears, went to Mr. 
Morgan’s office, and offered to give £15 a year each, 
provided Mr. Dockrell accepted a lease of the stables, 
which he had held, at £12 a year. Tlieu, again, when 
Mr. Dockrell declines, he says lie will give the £15 
even without that, but Mr. Morgan recommends the 
expenditure of £300 on the premises, which, he says, 
would then let for £70 or £80 a year. Now we Lave 
the history of the transaction up to that time. 

111. Let us hear shortly what next occurred ? 

Mr. Norwood. — Under date the 7th September, 

1872, the following report from Mr. Morgan appeal’s 
in the minute-book — 

“ Lettings — Stephen-street. I have received notification from 
the town clerk that upon Monday last the 2nd inst., the Town 
Couucil made an order to grant a lease to Mr. Thomas Dockrell of two 
lots of ground — late John Holmes’ holding — 47 and 48, Lower 
Stephen-street A. R., 335 and 308, for seventy-five years for , 
building at a rent of £10 each lot. I request that I may be at 
liberty to submit a draft case to counsel, on behalf of the Corpora- 
tion, to find whether a valid lease can he granted by the Council 
and accepted by Mr. Dockrell, he being a member of the Council 
1 Order. — Adopt report, Solici tor- General to he consulted.'" 

112. Let me have that minute of the Council's pro- 
ceedings on the 2nd September, 1872. Mr. Norwood L 
— Here it is. 

“ Read report from committee No. 3 in re the lettings of the pre- 
mises Nos. 47 and 48, Lower Stephen-street. ‘Your committee beg 
to report that on the 29th June your committee, pursuant to adver- 
tisement, held a letting of corporate property hy public competition. 
Amongst others the old houses Nos. 47 and 48, Lower Stephen-street, 
were advertised to be let on lease for seventy-five years from 25th. 
March, 1872, with covenant to erect new buildings, according to 
outward plan, on giving security for the value of the old materials 
to be used in rebuilding. Yonr committee met in the Council 
Chamber, City Hall, and Mr. Dockrell bid a rent of £10 a year for 
each lot. Your committee finally declared him the highest bidder, and 1 
directed the offer to he reported to the Council. On the following 
Saturday, 6th July, your law agent reported as follows — 

Then follows the recital of the whole proceedings 
you already have. 

“ Your committee having considered these documents, passed the 
following resolution, referring the whole matter, both of these letters 
and the re-letting to the Council, with a recommendation that none 
of the offers be accepted, and that the premises he again set up for 
letting , by public auction. ‘ Moved by Councillor Byrne, seconded 
by Councillor Dencehy, that the letting 'of these premises, made on 
the 29th June, to Mr. Dockrell, at £10 a year each, be confirmed by 
the Council’ Question pnt and carried." 
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113. What ? Was there no discussion 1 

Air Xoncood. — There might have been an hour’s 
discussion. 

114. Mr. Dennehy, T.c. — It should be mentioned 
that Mr. Dockrell had to lay out £1,600 on building 
on these lettings, and that would make the rent higher 
than it would seem at first. Mr. Dockrell erected some 
fine buildings there, and these are a great improvement 
to the locality, which wanted it very much. 

115. Mr. X or wood. — The Council having, on Sep- 
tember 2nd, 1S72, accepted Mr. Dookrell’s proposal, 
it came before committee No. 3 on September 14th, 
1S72, and Mr. Morgan then reports minutely on the 
whole matter. He refers the report to Mr. Dockrell, 
the plans to be submitted to the city architect for 
approval, and on his reporting favourably, Mr. Morgan 
to give possession on Monday. Mr. Morgan adds : — 

“Since my report oE the 7th instant, the Town Council have con- 
stantly called my attention to the 5th and 6th Vic., cap. 104, not 
included in my collection, which, by sections 1 and 7, removes all 
doubt, and declares a lease does not come within the meaning of 
the extract. I have, therefore, avoided the expense of sending case, 
as directed on the 7th instant, for the opinion of the Solicitor- 
General on that question.” 

Aud on the order of the Committee we adopted the 
report, and that appears to have concluded Mr. Dock- 
rell’s business. 

116. Chairman. — Even if they objected to let to 
Mr. Burke at £15 for each house, no notice appears to 
have been taken of the other suggestion that the Cor- 
poration might lay out £300 on the premises and re- 
ceive £75 a year rent i — There seems to be an objection 
on the part of No. 3 Committee to undertake works of 
rebuilding of that character. 

117. It would bo satisfactory we should have on our 
notes any explanation the members of the Council can 
offer on these facts, for at present they stand thus : — 
First of all, these premises were put up to auction, when 
Mr. Dockrell, holding certain stables which formed a 
portion of the premises, bids £10 a-year each for these 
two houses— 47 and 48. His offei-, on Mr. Morgan’s 
report, was not accepted by the Corporation — Mr. 
Morgan at the same time informing the Corporation 
he was willing they should be put up to auction again. 
There seems to have been a misunderstanding between 
Mr. Dockrell and Mr. Morgan on this point, and Mr. 
Dockrell seems to have thought himself ill-treated in 
having the premises put up to auction a second time. 
Mr. Burke was the highest bidder at this second auction 
at £12 a-year, and Mr. Morgan again advising that 
tliis should not be accepted, Mr. Burke came again to 
him and said, “ I will give you £15, as you will not 
take the £12 I bid, provided Mr. Dockrell pays £12 
for the stables.” Mr. Dockrell declined to have any- 
thing to do with them, upon which Mr. Burke offered 
the £15 a year for each lot without further stipulation. 
Then Mr. Morgan, for the first time recommended that 
offer be accepted. Subsequently Mr. Morgan goes 
into the question with the city architect as to what 
outlay on the premises would be required to put them 
into tenantable condition. He reports the result of 
that to the Corporation, which is to the effect that if 
£200 were laid out on one house and £100 on another, 
they will probably fetch at least £70 a year ; and he 
recommends the Corporation to adopt that course, or 
failing that to accept Mr. Burke's offer of £15 each for 
the two. The matter is referred to the Council, the 
go-by given to both these recommendations of Mr. 
Morgan without any explanation, and Mr. Dockrell’s 
offer of £10 a year each is accepted without note or 
comment or reason assigned. Therefore, I think it 
would be advisable for any member of the Corporation 
who can do so, to throw light on tliis. Perhaps either 
Mr. Dockrell may be able to do so himself, or Mr. 
Dennehy on his behalf. 

118. Mr. Dennehy. — You see there is a difficulty in 
dealing with the question ; because, in the first place, 
whilst the Corporation has a discretion with respect to 
the disposition of property, they may not wish to state 
what the reason may have been that would influence 


them. We all know in our own private arrangements Hunt™, 
we might select one in preference to another, aud there April 24, isjt. 
may have been reasons why the Corporation in their Mr John 
discretion selected Mr. Dockrell, whom they knew to Norwood, u.d. 
be a man of wealth aud position in the city, in pre- 
ference to a gentleman of whom they knew nothing. 

And then again the Corporation, or No. 3 Committee 
that have charge of the property, have always objected 
for veiy valid reasons to make any outlay on the property 
they could avoid, for it is very questionable if such 
outlay might not be illegal. I know of no law or by- 
law that authorizes such. Under the 3rd and 4th 
Victoria, the Corporation can dispose of property in 
two ways : — First, on leases of thirty-one years on 
houses ; and second, on building leases for seventy-five 
years. They have in my long experience usually, 
when they found premises in a. state of dilapidation 
aiul decay, set them on a building lease, with the view 
of the party building upon them ; or they have put them 
up for letting at a low rent, being satisfied to take a 
low rent, provided the party would make a large out- 
lay on the premises — a substantial improvement of the 
premises. But they have avoided, in all cases, letting 
their property to a party who might promise to make 
an outlay and who, after he had absolutely got posses- 
sion of the property would not do so. In my experience 
it has frequently occurred that they have made a let- 
ting of houses in so bad a state to a party, that they 
had no security or guarantee, or anything beyond his 
signing the lease and binding himself to make a certain 
outlay on the premises. They have afterwards had to 
take back those concerns, and lose of course for the 
time the property had been in occupation ; and hence it 
is that in the exercise of their discretion they have 
invariably given a preference to a tenant that they had 
a perfect knowledge was a solvent one, particularly as 
under the by-law, although it was imperative on the 
Corporation to .put up the premises for letting by 
auction, they were not bound without consideration 
and investigation to accept the highest offer ; and 
where the premises are put up a second time for let- 
ting and where the tenant has not been accepted, the 
discretion is given by the by-law to the council or its 
committee to make a suitable arrangement. In this 
case, in my mind, the question is confined to tliis one 
issue — was the setting to a man of the position of Mr. 

Dockrell, a weatlily citizen, who was ready to make 
an outlay of nearly £2,000 on the premises and who 
did it, a proper setting 1 

119. Chairman. — There was no guarantee in his 
bond to lay out such a sum. 

120. Mr. Curtin. — There was no guarantee in his 
bond to do it. £400 was all the money to be laid out, 
but it was incontrovertibly the best arrangement that 
could be made. 

Mr. John Byrne (a member of the Council), having 
arisen to speak 

121. Chairman. — Are you the gentleman who pro- 
posed this lease to Mr. Dockrell 1 

Mr. Byrne. — Perhaps I did. The premises have 
been set up for auction on two separate occasions. On 
.the first occasion Mr. Dockrell was the only bidder ; 
on the next occasion Mr. Burke was the only bidder. 

I made some inquiries about Mr. Burke. I found he 
had taken a piece of ground in Dorset-street, and I 
found he had put on it a wooden house ; and I did 
not think that was the house we wanted in Stephen- 
street, and I thought that Mr. Dockrell was a better 
man and I voted for him. 

122. Chairman. — That is then, I suppose, the ex- 
planation which yon and Mr. Dennehy wish to offer 
for the preference given to Mr. Dockrell at the lower 
rent. Now, Mr. Norwood, will you kindly proceed % 

123. Witness. — Then the only remaining member 
who held under the Corporation is Mr. Dennehy him- 
self, and he holds premises, at £9 7s. 8d., under a lease 
made in 1741 for lives renewable for ever. Mr. 

Dennehy holds that in right of his wife, and I do not 
think there can be any corruption alleged in that case. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



21 S LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND TAXATION INQUIRY COMMISSION (IRELAND). 


Dublin. I have got here a schedule of all the lettings of cor- 
April 24 , ist 7. porate property since the present Corporation came 
, r ~ into being. Mr. M‘Evoy has called my attention to a 

Norwood, r,L.i> letting in 1S44 in KeHnedy’s-lano, and of that I could 
speak of my own knowledge. Lube Butler is the 
lessee — that gentleman is dead many years ; Hensliaw 
and Company are the occupiers. A lease was made in 
1S44 for thirty-one years, expiring in 1875, at £20 a 
year, and the valuation is £24. 

124. Mr. M < Eooy. — Now! 

Witness. — Now, the same as in 1844. 

125. Chairman. — It was not let on a building lease, 
.and there is no reason to assume the valuation increased 
in amount. How is it that, the lease having expired 
in 1875, there appears to have been no fresh letting? 

126. Mr. Lawless. — Were Henshaw and Company 
sub-tenants to Butler? — They were sub-tenants to 
Butler. 

127. Chairman. — When that lease of 1844 was 
granted, was Luke Butler a member of the Corpora- 
tion ? — I think so. 

128. Mr. Byrne. — He was an alderman. 

129. Mr. Lawless. — Do you know, Mr. Byrne, had 
he been in occupation of those premises before 1S44 ? 
— No ; my recollection does not carry me so far as that. 

130. Chairman. — What we want to findout is what 
was done with these premises at the expiration of 
Butler’s lease in 1875 ? 

Witness . — They were let to Henshaw and Company 
at the auction. I have got here — • 

“ Letting by auction pursuant to advertisement.” 

(I read from the minute-book of Committee No. 3, 
under date 30th December, 1875.) 

“The Committee attended in the Council Chamber at one o'clock, 
and put up the following lots: — 39o 1; building known as 16, 
Kennedy’s-lane, on lease for seventy-five years — tenant to build 
new house four stories high, at cost of not less than £500, in 
twelve months. Bidder, Alfred Henshaw — £10, &c. Order: 
Declare Mr. Henshaw, the highest bidder, tenant at £10.” 

That letting must have been reported to the Council 
afterwards ; and has, I take it, been confirmed by the 
Council. 

131. Mr. Lawless. — Has the lease been made? — It 
is not executed yet. In 1844, Messrs. Brian Murphy 
and Son were in occupation of Kennedy’s-lane. 

132. So that at the time of the lease of 1 874, you may 
say, Mr. Butler was in occupation ? — -He was in part- 
nership with Mr. Murphy. He was in occupation on 
the 1st January, 1844, as a partner of Mr. Brian 
Murphy, as ironmonger and hardware merchant. 

133. Mr. Dockrell . — I understand there have been 
inquiries in connexion with two lets of ground I took 
from the Corporation. If there is any further explan- 
ation yon require, I am quite prepared to give you 
evidence. I am quite prepared to satisfy you the 
transaction was Iona fide. I have expended £2,000 ; 
the houses were in a tottering state — falling down. 
There was an auction here. I bid along with others. 
I was declared the highest bidder. Mr. Morgan got 
me to sign an agreement that I would take out the 
lease and pay the year’s rent in advance, and I did so ; 
and to my very great surprise subsequently, Mr. Morgan 
thought of calling a second auction. 

134. Chairman. — We had all that, Mr. Dockrell, 
but as you are nowhere, I should like to know whetherat 
the time your bid was accepted at the auction by the 
Corporation, there was any undertaking given by you 
to the Corporation to lay out £2,000 on the premises? 

Mr. DockreU . — My impression is, I was bound to 
lay out money. I am quite satisfied of it ; but I can 
satisfy you I have laid out £2,000 on the premises. 

135. The question is : — Why did the Town Council 
grant you a lease of the two lots at £20 a, year, when 
they had previously refused another man at a rent of 
£30 a year ? 

136. Mr. Byrne (to Mr. Dockrell ). — Did you not 

submit your architect’s plans to the city architect? 

Yes. 

137. Mr. Norwood . — And here I ha,ve an abstract 


of Mr. Dockrell ’s lease 
Mr. Dockrell in 1S72 


. The conditions of the lease 
were these : — 


to 


“ That Ue should within two years take down the old buihlinm. 
erected on said premises, and in their place erect some buildin ™ 
dwelling-house, so as to make same worth double the annual 4T 
:li buildings not being erected, of 


He was to pay £40 a year instead of £20, if he did 
not put up premises which in the opinion of the citv 
architect would double the value of the premises - and 
he was to insure the building for £400. ’ 

13S. Chairman. — That is not equivalent to an 
outlay of £2,000, but wo may take it as a matter of 
fact that Mr. Dockrell, as he has stated, has kid out 
£ 2 , 000 . 

Mr. DockreU . — I can satisfy you with documents if 
necessary. 

139. Chairman. — Now, here is another lease I 
should like explained. (Reads from rental.) 


“ Christian Brothers’ Schools, St. Mary’s-plnee. AV, H. Bairdwood 
Lessee. Lease for 999 years, at £20 a year, dating from 1852 ’ 


Mi-. Norwood . — That appears to be a lease dated 
27th May, 1853 — a year’s rent in advance, to be paid 
by Bairdwood. (Reads from Lease). 


“To hold from 29th September last, 1852, until the termination 
of 999 years ; yearly rent of £20 ; tenant to erect new buildings on 
said premises worth at least £400, under penalty of double rent, to 
he computed from 29th September last; insurance to be effected, 
&c., against fire in sum of £400.” 


1 40. There is no recital of its being a charity school ; ■ 
there is no inducement of that sort set up for grantin'- 

a lease for 999 years. Can you get me the Poor Law 
valuation of that, for it is omitted from the rental? 

Mr. Byrne. — It is only a plot of ground. 

141. Do you think the schools were on it at that 
time ? — Mr. Byrne. — No, the schools were built since. 

It was a piece of waste building-ground. My notion 
is that £20 a year was the full value of it as building, 
ground. 

142. It is the valuation, not the supposed value, I 

want to know. Witness. — It could only he done of 

course by leave of the Lords of the Treasury. 

143. Mi - . Dennehy. — I might mention to you, Mr. 
Chairman, that the arrangement with reference to the 
schools was in strict accordaube with the law ; for, 
whilst the Corporation ar - e confined to twenty-one years’ 
leases for houses, and seventy-five years for building- 
leases, they have under the 141st section, the right in 
case of application from a party for the erection of a 
school, or the erection of any religious house, to apply 
to the Loi’ds of the Treasury to give a larger lease— 
and they have done so in this case. The application 
was made to the Lords of the Treasury stating this 
was for a free school intended for the education of poor 
children. 

144. Chairman. — Can you show me that? What 
struck me was, that in the lease there was no recital 
of its being for a charity school? — Witness (having 
referred to Thom’s Official Almanac and Directory for 
1856). — The buildings are not valued, being a charit- 
able institution. 

145. Now, there is a letting, I see, 15, Blackhall- 
street, in 1868, for thirty-one years to the executors of 
M. Cassidy, at £20 a year, for which the Poor Law 
valuation is £26. We know, as a matter of fact, that 
Griffith’s is considerably below the letting value ; and 
yet this was let so recently as 1868, at a lease for 
thirty-one years, at £6 belowthe valuation. Was that 
put up to auction? — Mr. Curtin. — That must be a 
mistake of the compiler’s or the printer. 

146. I want to know if it was let by auction?— 
Witness. — Oh, that I cannot tell yon off-hand. 

147. Mr. Dennehy. — It is not to be taken as a general 
principle that the letting value of houses in certain 
parts of Dublin is at all equal to the Poor Law valua- 
tion. In many of the inferior streets the letting value 
is less than the valuation. We had a case the other 
day, in Bridge-street, in which the party in occupation 
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was anxious to get a renewal of his lease, and the 
valuation was £18, and he would not give more than 
£14 for it. In the east end, north-west, and south- 
west of the city, the actual valuation is less than the 
Poor Law valuation. 

14S. Mi\ Byrne. — That very rarely happens. 

149. Witness. — I find these premises in Blackliall- 
street were let by public auction to Matthew Cassidy 
during his lifetime. He died; and his widow, as 
executrix, not having got the lease in 186S, got it in 
1870, at the same rent he had bid by auction. 

150. Chairman. — I see that certain offices called the 
“seed offices” have been re-let in 1870, 1874, and 1870 
at less rent than was paid for them under the previous 
lease of 18051 — Mr. Curtin. — These are not let on lease 
at all ; they are let quarterly. Tenants had taken 
them in the first instance and held them for about 
twelve months, and not having found them oi use to 
them they surrendered their tenancies. They then re- 
mained in the hands of the Corporation, the greater 
number of them for some time ; and as soon as com- 
mittee No. 2, who have charge of the markets, could 
get a low rent they accepted it, sooner than leave them 
idle, no other party coming into competition. These 
offices changed hands repeatedly since 1805. In point 
of fact, at the present moment some are unoccupied ; 
because, as I said before, the parties who took them 
said they were of no material use after a time. 

151. On the same page I find a letting — Ancient 
revenue, 455; No. 11, Queen-street. Peter Byrne 
seems to have got a lease there in March, 1S70, for 
twenty-one years, at £25 a year ; whereas, as far as I 
can make out, it was formerly .£30 a year. I suppose 
the former tenant, Margaret Magee, surrendered her 
lease. Can you state of your own knowledge whether 
it was let by public auction ? — Witness. — Well, that is 
the decided impression on my mind. There is a letting 
on the preceding page, in 1SG2, for thirty-one years, of 
4, Blackhall-street. 

152. Yes ; to Patrick O’Driscoll. That was let in 
March, 1SG8, for tliirty-one years, at the yearly rent 
of £30 10s. It appears to have been let when this 
rental was printed to Richard Joseph Devitt? — He 
was an alderman of the Corporation ; that is why I 
called attention to it. (Reads.) 

“ Indenture made 19th March, 1869, between the Mayor anil 
Aldermen of Dublin and Patrick O’Driscoll.'’ 

He was tenant to Devitt. Devitt died, and then, I 
suppose, the occupier surrendered the premises. There 
was a lease made in 1863 to Mr. Devitt. 

153. Chairman. — Mr. Devitt being an alderman'! — 
He was not an alderman until afterwards. (Reads.) — 

“ Indenture made on 10th December, 1863, to Mr. II. J. Devitt, 
of Cope-street.” 

And it appeal’s he was a Town Councillor at that 
time. 

154. Mr. Byrne. — He was ; and he was the highest 
bidder at the auction. 

155. Chairman. — Yes ; hut at £35 a year. 

Witness. — Yes, the valuation being £26. Then it 

appears that Mr. Devitt died ; and then on 19th of 
March, 18G9, a lease of the same premises was made to 
Mi - . P. O’Driscoll, of No. 4, Blackhall-street, for thirty- 
one years, at rent of “£30 10s. in each year, except 
the last year of the term for which no rent is to be 
paid” ; and there was insurance against fire for £350. 

156. Can you tell me how it came to he let at a 
reduced rent to Patrick O’Driscoll? Was it let by 
auction? — I think, if I remember rightly, it was by 
auction. If I mistake not I was present at the auction 
to O’Driscoll in 1869. 

157. Mr. Lawless. — Had he been carrying on busi- 
ness there ?— Yes. 

158. Mi - . Cwrtin. — In 1867, Peter O’Driscoll was 
tenant to R. J. Devitt. 

159. Mr. Lawless (to Witness). — Do you know 
what rent O’Driscoll paid to Devitt first ? — No. The 
Poor Law valuation was £26. 


160. Chairman. — Again I see (page 15) — 

“ School-house-lane ; Ancient Revenue, 454 j lease for seventy- 
five years, granted in March, 1869 to Michael Derham, at rent of 
£3 5s., the previous rental having been £6 0s. 10(1"? 

These must be the schools : Derham was the parish 
clerk. 

161. Mr. Curtin. — It was for a long time unoccu- 
pied and unproductive, and Derham got it on the con- 
dition that lie intended it for the purpose of building 
on it ; and he never fulfilled the conditions of his lease 
—in fact he is out of the country. The matter was in 
the hands of the law-agent for some time. 

162. Chairman (to witness). — I want to know the 
circumstances under which it was let to Derham at a 
rent so much lower than the rent before. 

Witness. — I can only say I find the premises were 
let by. auction at £3 5s. 

163. You were going to tell us, a short time ago, of 
certain other proposals, under your amended by-law, 
which have been recommended for sanction to the 
Treasury, and of which, I believe, some have been ap- 
proved. Will you now do so? — Here is one — 25 
Suffolk-street. Here is a report from No. 3 Com- 
mittee : — 


Dublin. 
April 24,1*77. 

Mr. John 
Norwood, ll.d. 


“ Your Committee beg leave to report that they have had before 
them the proposal of Messrs. Calliuan and Son. for a new lease of 
their holding, 25, Suffolk-street, for seventy-live years from 25th 
March, 1879." 


164. What was the vent they were then paying ? 
Mr. Byrne . — £17 14s. 11(7 

165. Witness . — The premises had been valued by 
Messrs. Brassiugtonand Gale, who reported sis follows : — 


“ Wo have inspected the premises, No. 25. Suffolk-street, in the 
occupation of Messrs. Callinan and Son, and have to report the front 
house iu very bad order, requiring to lie taken down anil rebuilt. 
The premises are commodious, and in a rising situation, being in the 
vicinity of the best portion of Grafton-street. Taking nil circum- 
stances into consideration, we are of opinion that an annual rent of 
£110 would be fair anil reasonable to a 'tenant who would take down 
the present front dwelling-house and rebuild a concern suited to. the 
requirements of Ills business, and the situation of the premises. 
Should it he determined to retire the street a few feet from the 
present front, a moderate deduction should be made from the valu- 
ation we have set down. 


“ BtiAssiNGTON and Gale. 


“ 21st September, 1874.’’ 


Here is their proposal, and here is the memorial 
(reads) — 

“The memorial of the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, Aider- 
men, and Burgesses of Dublin (the Municipal Corporation of the 
city of Dublin), in Council assembled, on the, &c., 1876, humbly 
showeth— That by lease A. R., 151, the Right Honourable the Lord 
Mavor, sheriffs, commons, and citizens of the city of Dublin (the 
Municipal Corporation of tlio city of Dublin), as instituted in the 
year 17S0, granted to Elms Healy a piece of ground situate on the 
south side of Suffolk-street in said city, comprising the dwelling- 
house and concerns now known as No. 25, Suffolk-street, in the 
parish of St. Andrew, and city of Dublin. To hold from the Loth 
day of March, 1780, for the term of ninety-nine years, at and sub- 
feet to the yearly rent, receiver’s fees, and money in lieu of capons, 
equal to £l7 14s. 11 d. present currency, as by a copy of said lease 

with map of said ground annexed, to which your memorialists re- 
spectfully will appear. That under the provisions of the Act 3rd 
and 4th Vio., cap. 108, sec. 12, all the rights and estate theretofore 
vested in the Dublin Municipal Corporation, as previously consti- 
tuted, became vested in your memorialists. That Messrs. Thomas 
Calliuan and James Callinan, trading under the name and firm of 
Callinan and Son, china and glass merchants, have, for many years 
past, occupied said house No. 25, Suffolk-street, w carrying on their 
said trade therein, and that said CaUinanand Son are now entitled to 
hold said premises until the expiration of said lease of _oth March, 
1879 That said dwelling-house and premises are now very old 
ml to b« ftallt That all Kan. C.lllu.u md Ma 
laid before your memorialists a proposal bearing date 2 b tli Septem- 
ber 1876, signed by Messrs. Brassington and Gale, of the city of 
Dublin, valuators, having great experience of property in Ireland, 
and who have certified, in writing, their opinion of the value of the 
said ground in Suffolk-street, known as A.R., lol,as fairly worth 
the annual rent of £110, upoo.leasefor seventy-five years from 2oth 
March, 1879, subject to erection of suitable new building thereon. 
That said Messrs. Callinan and Son have also procure* horn 
John S. Butler, architect to your memorialists, a plan of the outward 
elevation and dimensions of a new house suitable to the situation 
at a cost of £1 609, and said Callinan and Son have also laid before 
vour memorialists their proposal to erect a new house according to 
said plan and in consideration of your memorialists gran tang them a 
lease of said ground for seventy-five years from March 18 1 9, at 
the said yearly rent of £110 sterling. That your memorialists have 
approved said plan, and of said amount of new lease of said ground 
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Dublin. 
•April 24, 1877. 

Mr. Jolm 
Norwood, ll. D. 


to said Callinan and Son for seventy-live years from expiration of 
the present lease, 25th March, 1879. Your memorialists, therefore, 
pray your Lordship's assent to the grant of such new lease, or that 
your Lordship will immediately appoint a competent sworn valuator 
to fix the proper rent to ho reserved in such now lease, and in all 
similar cases of new lettings by vour memorialists of holdings or 
leases within five years of expiration. 

“And your memorialists will ever pray.” 

Then they give the valuation, and they give Messrs. 
Callinan and Son’s proposal which is in the form speci- 
fied in the memorial, and with the undertaking to pay 
the rent and erect the buildings. An order was then 
received by the town clerk to have the city seal affixed 
to this and a similar memorial, and to transmit them 
to the Treasury. Accordingly that was done, and 
the memorials were transmitted ; and at adjourned 
meeting of Council a letter was read from the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury sanctioning 
granting of leases to Mr. John Campbell of Trinity- 
street, and Messrs. Callinan and Son of Suffolk -street. 
The letter was as follows : — 

“Treasury Chambers, 28rd January, 1877. 

« My Lord, — A dverting to the letter addressed to you from this 
department on the 12th ult., relative to the proposals contained in 
two memorials from the Corporation of Dublin, dated 16th October 
last, for the renewal of the leases of certain corporate property, I urn 
directed by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to 
signify to you their approval of a lease being granted for a period of 
seventy-five years from the 29th September, 1877, of No. 9 J, Trinity- 
street, Dublin, to Mr. John Campbell, vintner, at a yearly rent of 
£63 j and also of a lease for a term of seventy-five years as from 
the 25th March, 1879, of tlie premises known as No. 25, Suffolk- 


street, Dublin, to Messrs. Callinan and Son, at an annual rent of 

.£110, subject, however, to the following condition, viz. : That lie- 

fore the execution of the said new leases the tenants complv with 
the 55th by-law of the Corporation by rebuilding (according’ to the 
city architect’s plan), at a cost of not less than £785 and £1 600 
respectively, in the cases of the two lenses above mentioned. The 
formal sanction of this Board will ho obtained by two of my Lords 
being made parties to the deeds, drafts of which must be sent to 
their solicitor at this ofiice for perusal. 

“ I am, my Lord, 

“ Your obedient servant, 

*’ William Law. 

“ The Lord Mayor of Dublin 

“ (Care of the Town Clerk).” 

Then this letter was inserted on the minutes, to be 
referred to Committee No. 3 to carry out. 

1G6. The Treasury then in this case accepted your 
own, or rather Brnssington and Gale’s valuation of 
Messrs. Callinan and Son’s premises ? — Yes ; and upon 
reference to No. 3 Committee, it was ordered that the 
law-agent cany out the business. 

167. In the former case of Mr. Rockford, it is a ques- 
tion though whether you are going to can-y out the 
recommendation of the Lords of the Treasury. Have 
there been any other cases in which these proposals 
have been forwarded to the Lords of the Treasury for 
their sanction ? — I do not know. At all events these 
ai-e samples of the manner in which leases of corpo- 
rate property are granted. 

The inquiry was then adjourned to the following 
morning. 


April 25, 1877. 


Mr. John 
Byrne, T.c. 


April 2f 
(Before Mr. Corbett 
M r. John Byrne, 

168. Chairman. — Was it not you, Mr. Byrne, who 
proposed that these premises should be let to Mr. 
Dockrell ? — Yes. The house built by Burke, and re- 
fereed to yesterday, is only value for £8 a year-. If 
you turn over to Stephen-street, yon will find that the 
houses Nos. 47 and 4S, are now valued at £98 for 
public taxation. 

16!). Which had been let to Mr. Dockrell at £20? 
— Yes ; the ground. 

170. We have been already told that he laid out 
£2,000 on this place ? — Yes. The taxation of the city 
for public property is something over 9a. in the pound, 
and £98 at 9s. will add considerably to the public rate 
as compared with what it would have yielded if let 
to Burke ; and, therefore, the public rates have indi- 
rectly benefited in consequence of our preference to 
Mr. Dockrell, and that is a consideration I hold which 
should actuate us. 

171. Was any opportunity afforded Burke to see 
if he would undertake to lay out the same amount of 
money that you required from Mr. Dockrell ? — No ; we 
came to the conclusion without asking any question, 
that it was most unlikely. 

172. That does not alter the fact that you proposed 
to let to Mr. Dockrell premises for which £30 a year 
was offered, without giving the person who offered that 


i, 1877. 

and Mr. Lawless), 
t.c., examined. 

sum the option of laying out ou the premises the same 
amount as Mr. Dockrell? — It does not alter the fact ; 
hut it qualifies it, when we have had buildings erected 
on these premises which pay £98 as compared with £30. 

173. Of course you have every reason, and a very 
valid one too, to take into your consideration the 
benefit to the rates ; but what I mean to convey is, 
that in considering that matter you did not give 
Mr. Burke an opportunity of offering to make a similar 
outlay. 

174. Mr. Lawless. — What trade is Burke? — A 
plasterer. 

175. And what is Dockrell? — He is a wholesale 
ironmonger and looking-glass manufacturer, doing a 
very extensive business. 

176. Would any buildings Burke in the course of 
his trade mig ht, erect be of the same value as those 
erected by Mr. Dockrell ? — Not a third of the value. 

177. Chairman. — We know that all you required 
from Mr. Dockrell was that he should lay out on the 
place what would bring the value up to £40 a year, 
and what was there to prevent Mr. Burke doing the ■ 
same? — But Mr. Dockrell laid out £2,000, and the con- 
sequence is that the city taxation is benefited seventy 
or eighty per cent, more than it otherwise might be, 
and that is always an element for us. 


Mr. John 
Norwood. 


(Mr. John Norwood’s examination continued from previous day). 

178. Witness . — I wish to have one matter recorded refereed to a committee of the whole house 1 — Quite 
on the notes, and that is the reason why the Corpora- so ; and it is quite accidental that any particular mem- 
tion referred those leases which were about to fall in to bers sit on No. 1, 2, or 3 Committees. There is a 


a committee of the whole house, upon which sixty 
members sit, was because there were some members of 
No. 3 Committee who were interested as sub-lessees. 

179. Chairman. — We have already the names of 
those five gentlemen ? — T don’t think the five were, on 
that committee. 

180. Three of them were, and there were five members 
who held under the Corporation as lessees, and three 
of these were, I understand, more or less interested in 
the alteration of that law ? — Yes. In 1872, when the 
lease was made to Mr. Dockrell, he was then a member 
of No. 1 Committee, and not of No. 3 Committee. 

181. What you wish, I suppose, is to give what you 
have just stated as a reason why all these lettings were 


regular rota, and each year a member goes from JNo. i 
to No. 2 Committee, and then to No. 3 Committee, 
and so on, in order that all may have a turn. 

182. Did it not transpire yesterday that those three 

gentlemen happened to be on the committee at the 
time the alteration was made in the by-law ? — But the 
alteration of that by-law was a matter that was under 
consideration for several years. , 

183. When we adjourned yesterday you were good 

enough to undertake to ascertain the facts connec 
with that letting to Fitzsimons, after Gill had made a 
higher bid for it — that is on Baldoyle ? — Yes, on w ia 
is called the Town Parks. I have all the informa on 
for you. * 
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1S4. Now, suppose we go to that other case reserved 
yesterday evening in reference to the lettings made to 
George Austin. Look at pages 23 and 24 of the rental 
Nos. 7,11, and 13. The point I wish to draw atten- 
tion to is, that the gross rateable value of the three 
lettings was £122, and they were let to him at rents 
amounting to £70. In re-letting do you always take 
into consideration the Poor Law valuation 1 — Oh, no. 

185. Is it not always an element for consideration ? 
— It is an element. 

186. And is it taken into consideration? For in- 
stance, up to last year your property was always let 
by auction, and was it not always an element for con- 
sideration in deciding whether the highest bidder should 
be accepted ? — It was an element, and also the fitness 
of the person. I own a large quantity of house pro- 
perty, and I would rather let a house at a less rent to 
an eligible tenant than at a higher rent to an ineligible. - 

187. The question that arises here is that these pre- 
mises are let to Mr. Austin at a rent of £70, while 
their gross rateable value was £122. We all know 
that the Poor Law valuation is below the actual value? 
— If you were present at the auction here you would 
see it is an open court. The person who presides is 
the third person in the room, whoever he may be. 

188. What do you mean by the “ third person l” Is 
it the third person who enters the room %■ — Yes ; the 
third Town Councillor that comes in takes, the chair, 
and the town clerk and law agent are both present, and 
the law agent takes the bidding. He writes out the 
conditions of sale first, and then takes the bidding. 
The intending purchasers bid, and these bids are all 
taken down as you see, and then N o., 3 Committee 
report to the house, and let them deal with the matter 
in open council. Very often it is not desirable to place 
ou the minute-hooks the reasons for not taking a tenant, 
but nothing can be fairer than the way in which the 
lettings are disposed of. I find this entry on the 
minute-book — 

“Slay 17th, 1851. Proposal from Sir. George Austin to become 
tenant for the house No. 7, St. Andrevr-street, at £23 per y.ear ou 
lease, with the usual conditions, and offering to surrender up the 
house should his proposal be acceded to." 

189. Mr. Lawless. — Which of the holdings is that.? 
— No. 7. He evidently had been the previous tenant, 
because he offers to surrender up the house should his 
proposal be acceded to. The order made upon that was, 
that “ same be referred to the law agent and then I 
find, as bearing on the question you asked a few minutes 
ago, a memorial from Mr. Alley for a reduction in the 
rent of certain lands he holds, and as an element of 
consideration is given Griffith’s, valuation,, which’ is the 
foundation of the Poor Law. Again, under date of 
June 7th, 1851, on the same committee-book — No. 3 — 

I find the following entry — 

“ Read letter from Mr. George A-ustin, amending his offer of last 
date from £23 to £27 per year for that, house. Resolution — Re- 
solved — * That same cannot be accepted/ 

That was the order made. Again, on June 14th—- 

“ Mr. Austin having declined to give the £30 a year, for his house, 
No. 7, St. Andrew-streei, of which he isnow.in possession. Resolved, 

— ‘ That the offer of the house No. 7. St. Andrew-street, to Mr. 
Austin, at £30 per year, was made with the desire of accommo- 
dating him as the tenant in possession, and that offer not being 
accepted, this committee do not consider themselves any longer 
hound to him, and that the law agent do now. take the usual 
steps.' ” 

190. Chairman. — That was for an auction.?, — Yps. 

“ Order, -That a copy of the foregoing he sent to Mr. Austin."- 

191. Does not that show that the rule is not an 
invariable one of putting the premises up to auction, ? 
— He was evidently the tenant in possession. 

192. Yes, evidently ; so that in some- instances you. 
gave the option to the tenant in possession without 
putting the premises up to auction ? — Yes. 

193. Mr. Lawless. — Does it not appear from that 
that the Corporation offered those premises to Mr. 
Austin at £30 without putting them up to auction ?. 
— Yes ; but that was before the by-law was amended,. 


194. Chairman. — You said yesterday that your Dubm 
impression was that the rule of putting them up to April 25. 
auction was always followed, but it would now appear Mr 
that that was not the invariable practice? — Then I Norwood, 
find agaiu on June 21st, three days before the by-law 

came iuto operation that there was a letter i-ead from 
Mr. George Austin accepting the terms at £30 a year. 

(Letter read.) 

195. Mr. Lawless. — Was Mr. Austin in the Corpo- 
ration at that time ? — No ; he never was in the Corpo- 
ration. He was a member of the North Poor Law 
Union Board of Guardians and a very active member 
on that board, and I may add a very officious one too, 
as considered by some. A more unpopular man with 
the majority of the Corporation could not well be 
conceived, for he held very strong political views 
opposed to the majority. 

196. Chairman, — We want to know now about the 
premises Nos. 11 and 13, St.. Andrew-street? — Mr. 

Austin holds premises in Trinity-street, as tenant to 
Trinity College; and they abut on Mr. Singleton’s 
premises who is tenant to the Corporation. I find 
under date the 22nd February, 1851, that the sub- 
committee in Mr. Austin’s ease received from him 
the following letters. [Here followed two long letters 
from Mi-. Austin, read by Mr. Norwood, but which it 
is unnecessary to transcribe as part of his evidence.] 

197. Witness. — Mr., Austin was sub-tenant to 
Trinity College of part of Nos. 11 and 13. Evidently 
the Corporation, for the purpose of widening the street 
or some other purpose, Were in treaty with Mi-. Austin 
for the portions of the premises he held under Trinity 
College. 

198. I suppose they held under long leases from the 
Corporation, which were about to expire ? — I suppose 
so. You know it is under a gift from the Corporation 
that they hold their premises at Trinity College. 

199. Then did George Austin oiler forty guineas a 
year for the Corporation portion of the premises 
Nos. 11, and 13 and tire part of the house in Trinity- 
street? — Yes. 

200. And was that an offer from him in conse- 
quence of a communication from a committee of the 
Corporation? — Yes. 

201. Mr. Lawless. — -Do you know whether the 
Poor Law valuation set down in the rental for those 
two numbers, namely, £50 for No. 11 and £40 for 
No. 13, represents the value of the Corporation portion 
exclusively ? — No ; I think it represents the whole. 

There could not be a separate valuation. Evidently 
the object of this negotiation was to get a complete 
house from, the Corporation. Finally it was resolved 
by the committee that they recommend the letting of 
Nos. 11 and 12 at £20 each, and No. 13, Trinity- 
street, at £12,. 

2.02. Chairman. — And the letting to Mr. Austin 
was finally agreed to on those ter ms,. I presume. It 
is clear this, mixed up as it is with the holding under 
Trinity College, is not a test ease. I will now take the 
schedule of proposals, and go through it seriatim.. W e 
had yesterday from you that certain proposals had 
gone forward and were so far accepted as to be recom- 
mended to the . Treasury for acceptance ? — I went 
through Callinan’s and Rockford's proposals. I hope 
you understand that with regard to Mr. Rochford’s 
claim the Corporation have not refused to do anything 
further; but he served notice of a bill to compel 
specific performance.. 

203. I .quite understand the position with regard to 
Mr. Rochford You told me yesterday that if you 
went through the list of proposals you could tell the 
position of the Corporation at this moment regarding 
them? — I could. Hodges and Foster have made a 
dlaim in respect to the house 104, Grafton-street. 

204. That being at present let at £31 Is. 6 d., the 
Poor Law valuation being £135, they have proposed 
to. take it at £200 for a thirty-one years’ lease? — Yes. 

205. And has there been a valuation made by 
Brassington and Gale? — Yes, this is. their- valuation., 

2G; 
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The valuation of Brassington and Gale is the proposed 
rent under the lease. 

206. There is a proposed rent of £200 a year, and 
the name of Brassington and Gale appears in the 
observation column. I want to kuow whether or not 
the valuation of Brassington and Gale is independent 
of the offer, or whether the offer is based on Brassing- 
ton and Gale’s valuation. I don’t want you to state 
in open court, unless you think proper, what Brassing- 
ton and Gale’s valuation is. I suppose, irrespective of 
the occupier, you get the valuation of Brassington and 
Gale for yourselves ; but is that valuation communi- 
cated to the parties beforehand as a basis for their 
offer ? — Oh, not at all. 

207. Has any decision been arrived at by No. 3 
Committee regarding these claims or have they been 
to any extent accepted by that committee! — None. 
They have all been sent to the whole house. 

208. Then all these proposals in this document/ 1 187 7, 
No. 68,” are under the consideration of the committee 
of the whole house, having been sent forward without 
observation by Committee No. 3! — Yes. 

209. In every case where the name of Brassington 
and Gale is put into the last column, has that valua- 
tion been obtained, or is it in course of being obtained ? 
— If the valuation is there it has been obtained. 

210. And have no cases been sent forward recom- 
mended for acceptance by the Lords of the Treasury, 
except those mentioned yesterday ? — That is so. 

211. That is Mr. Rocliford’s case, Mr. Callinan’s, 
and Mr. Campbell’s which was included with Mr. 
Callinan’s, and which is not in this table? — Yes. It 
was in the original table, but it was struck out be- 
cause it was then disposed of. ( Witness produces copy 
of proposal.) 

212. I infer from this that the offer of the tenant 
is communicated to Brassington and Gale ? — No. The 
law agent says to them, “ You will please value this 
house for a lease of such and such a term.” 

213. In their valuation they say, “If a lease was 
granted for such and such a rent, it would be fail-,” 
but I obsei-ve that the rent fixed by them happens to 
be the same as was offered by the party. That would 
look as if they had been cognisant of the valuation ? 

Alderman Hairis. — The offer is made subsequent to 
the valuation of Brassington and Gale. 

214. Chairman. — But there must apparently have 
been some communication between the valuator and 
the person offering. 

Alderman Harris. — The case of Alderman Manning 
explains how it is done. 

215. Chairman. — Then may I take it that either 
the valuators are cognisant of the offer made by the 
persons tendering the proposal, or vice versa 1 

Alderman Han'is. — Before the proposal is sent in at 
all Brassington and Gale are asked for their valua- 
tion, and the valuation they make is the offer of the 
tenant. It was not until Alderman Manning received 
that valuation from Brassington and Gale that he 
made his px-oposal. With the offer there is forwarded 
the valuation. 

216. Dr. Norwood.-— I find that the proposal of 
Hodges and Foster has been referred to the law agent 
for a report. 

217. Chairman. — Dr. Norwood, when Alderman 
Manning made his proposal to give £203 a year for 
the premises 103, Grafton-street, was he cognisant of 
the valuation put upon them by Brassington and Gale? 

Dr. Norwood. — It would appear from the date that 
he was not, and I assume that the valuation was put 
in subsequently. 

218. Chairman. — And cannot you say whether or 
not Brassmgton and Gale were cognisant of the offer 
made by Alderman Manning when they made their 
valuation? — No, Here is George M'Master in the 
list of the house 97, Grafton-street. 

219. Yes; but that is going to another case. He 
.proposes to take certain premises under . a new 
lease, from the 25th March, 1880, at a rent of £80. 
That proposal is dated 30th October, 1876. On the 


19th December, 1876, Mr. M-Master requests Bru.s- 
iugton and Gale to make a valuation of the premises 
and says he will pay them the usual fee on then- valu'i- 
tion. On the 22nd December, 1876, Brassingtoa aiid 
Gale make their valuation, and they say that £,^(i 
would be a fair and reasonable rent to charge for th • 
premises. Now what passed between the 20tk Decein- 
ber and the 14th February you don’t perhaps at present 
know, but on the 1 4th February, Mr. M ‘Master unites itt 
the foot of his proposal “ I propose to increase the 
original rent to £90.” Can you tell me or not 
whether between the 22nd December and the 14th 
February, when Mr. M'Master amends his otter, this 
valuation of Brassington and Gale had been before the 
committee, and whether they had in any way com- 
municated with Mr-. M‘Master thereon? — There does 
not appeal- to have been anything done between the 
two dates. 

220. Then you cannot account for Mi-. M'Miister 
raising his offer to £90 ? — I don’t find anything at 
all on the books to explain it. 

221. Is Mr. M ‘Master here? — No. 

222. I merely want to find out this case now as an 
illustration of the circumstances under which these 
proposals are made? — Here are two proposals — one 
from the London Union Assurance Company, and the 
other from Guinness, Malion, and Company, for the 
premises 17, College-green. A thirty-one years’ lease 
at £200 ; or a seventy-five years’ lease at £170. 

223. Guinness and Mahon, 17, College-green, ap- 
pear to be land agents and tenants to the London 
Assurance Company, the original lessees. The lease 
expires on the 17 th September, this year. They are 
now paying £130 a year, and they have put in a pro- 
posal to take a renewed lease for thirty-one years, at 
£200 a year. That proposal is dated 23rd September 
last year ; but it does not appear to have been put for- 
ward for valuation? — Yes; they sent in two proposals — 
one to take the premises for a seventy-five years’ 
lease, and the other for a thirty-one years’ lease. 

224. The offer before me is for a thirty-one years’ 
lease, and there is no valuation on that ? — They gave a 
proposal for a thirty-one years’ lease, as they believed 
the house did not require to be rebuilt. The com- 
mittee decided otherwise, and Guinness and Mahon 
submitted that in that case the rent should be reduced 
£10, and stated that the rent fixed was more than 
double the rent of the premises adjoining. Brassing- 
ton and Gale say they have, in accordance with the 
instructions contained in Mr. Morgan’s letter of the 
26th September last, examined the house and premises 
17, College-green, now in the occupation of Messrs. 
Guinness and Mahon, for the purpose of giving then- 
opinion as to the value of the ground to be leased on 
a lease for seventy-five years : — 

“ Taking into consideration the position anil extent of the hold- 
ing, and the conditions under which the proposed new lease is to be 
granted, as set forth in the annexed proposal, wo are of opinion 
that £175 is its full and fair value for a lease of seventy-five years 
from 29th September, 1S77." 

225. That shows that Brassington and Gale's valua- 
tion is laid before the tenant, and he makes his pro- 
posal, basing it on that valuation. The proposal is 
dated 23rd September, 1876, without any rent stated, 
but “at such a rent as shall be fixed by a sworn 
valuator.” Then Brassington and Gale’s valuation is 
made upon Mr. Francis Morgan’s request, and then 
these gentlemen Submit that the valuation put upon 
the premises by Brassington and Gale is £10 too 
high, and they send in at the same time an offer of 
£200 a year on the thirty-one years’ lease without re- 
building. This illustrates the practice completely, 
because it appears, these two proposals being sent m, 
they are both submitted to Mr. Morgan for his report. 
Then Mr. Morgan makes his report, which is entered 

. on the minutes, reciting the offers made, and recom- 
mending that if it 'is let on a building lease the com- 
mittee may fairly take a sum between the valuation 

of Brassington and Gale and their offer. He also 
refers to the offer to take the premises on a thirty-one 
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vears' lease at £'200 without rebuilding, and he says, 
on consideration, looking to the improvement of that 
locality as the best building site in Dublin, he thinks 
it would be better to let for the seventy-five years at 
£170, in order to have a new building erected. He, 
therefore, recommends the committee to accept .£170 
for the seventy-five years’ lease rather than £200 for 
the thirty-one years’ lease without i - ebuilding, and that 
if the committee are not satisfied to consult the city 
architect thereon. In regard to all these proposals, 
they are all submitted to Mr. Morgan to report to the 
committee 2 — Quite so. 

226. Do you know whether or not that was after- 
wards submitted to the city architect 2 — Yes ; his 
report is here. 

227. By that I see that on the 12th December, 
1876, lie says : — 

“ Gknti.kmus, — P ursuant to your order, I have inspected the 
house 17, College-green, and have to report that it is in very good 
repair, and in a perfectly tenantable order.” 

He then goes on to mention a building in the rear- 
vard which should be taken down and rebuilt. Under 
date 3rd March there is another letter from Mr. 
Morgan, in which he refers to his report of the 11th 
November, and says : — 

“ I decidedly adhere to my former opinion, that a new lease 
would be preferable for seventy-live years. ” 

That was after having Mr. Butler’s opinion before 
him, and he adds that it would be better to give the 
building lease at .£170 than the thirty-one years’ lease 
at £200 2 — I may state from my own knowledge that 
Guinness and Mahon have agreed to accept the lease 
at £170. 

228. Is that course pm-sued in every one of these 
eases 2 — In every one. 

229. First Mr. Morgan reports upon the proposal 
and if necessary the opinion of the city architect is 
taken! — Yes ; and then all the papers are transmitted 
to the committee of the whole house in pursuance of 
the order of council for them to deal with. 

230. That applies then to all the property in the 
.town about to fall in between this and 1880. There 
is also the Ballycoolane property which will fall in 
about the same time, and it is mentioned that these 
four occupants intend to apply for renewals. Have 
any offers been made by them since this list was 
printed 2 — Not yet. 

231. Will the same course be purslied in these 
cases as in the cases of town property 2 — Yes ; and it 
has been pursued in the ease of Colganstown and 
Itingwood. In Miss Gerty’s — the Ringwood case — 
the memorial has been sent to Mr. Morgan. (See Ap- 
pendix No. 15, page 369, for report of No. 3 Committee 
on Miss Gerty’s proposal.) 

23i 1 see there is a proposal about Colganstown 
from Mr. Bartholomew Colgan. I suppose he is the 
occupying tenant! — Yes. 

233. I call attention to that case, because the 
difference between the new rent and the old rent is 
very trifling. The acreage is 191a. 3b. 23p. or nearly 
192a. It was let for sixty years at £344 15s. 10 d., 
the Poor Law valuation being £282. It is now pro- 
posed to be let for thirty-one years at £371 19s. That 
shows how very much -the real letting value was above 
the Poor Law valuation at that time, aiid I believe it 
is still more now as the value of land has increased. 
When did Bartholomew Colgan send in the proposal 
for a new lease for this land, the lease for which ex- 
pired Ipst month 2 I see by the table lie sent in a 
proposal for a new lease at £371 19s. in lieu of the old 
lease at£344 15s. lOtf. 2 — Here is Mi-. Morgan’s report. 

234. You now produce a report from Mr. Morgan 
with respect to this holding on the 22nd December, 
and in that report X see, Mr. Morgan refers to' the 
valuation of Brassington and Gale, which he has had 
made of these premises, putting a very much higher 
value upon them, including building, than the offer of 
Mr. Colgan, and therefore he' goes into a string of 
reasons why thq Corporation should hesitate before 


223 

accepting the offer, and that he would like to have a Dl-hun. 
further opinion taken before any conclusion was come ls7 *- 

to, and that report seems to have been adopted 2 — Mr j u | in 
Yes. Then on the 3rd March, 1877, Mr. Morgan Norwood, 
further reports — 

“ I may state that Messrs. Moure and Colgan have offered only 
X371 IDs. for a thirty-one years’ lease, while Messrs. Brassington 
and Gale have valued the annual rental at X434 14s. 8i£’ 

The committee upon Mr. Morgan’s report declined to 
accept the offer, and Mr. Moore having died between the 
time of the offer and the final decision upon the matter, 
upon the 22nd March, 1877, Mr. Morgan further 
reported that he had not received any amended 
offer or communication with regard to reletting of the 
lands, and he advised that they should be advertised 
to be relet by auction. Moore was the joint tenant 
with Colgan. 

235. Is that then how the matter lies at present 2 — 

236. And is the intention now to put it up to 
auction! — Quite so. 

237. As to Ballycoolane, do you say there has been 
as yet no application 2 — None. 

238. Has it been signified to you that the occupants 
intend to apply, and if they do may I assume the same 
course will be taken as in the case of Colganstown and 
the other lands 1 — Quite so. 

239. I think we have sufficient now to illustrate the 
course pursued by the Corporation in these matters 2 — 

You have got their dealings with leases outside the 
operation of the by-law, and you have their dealings 
with leases under the operation of the by-law. 

240. If there is anything you wish to explain about 
the Baldoyle estate I would be glad to hear it. I shall 
read again carefully the evidence taken before the 
select committee as to Baldoyle, and it seems indeed to 
have been very fully gone into by them upon the ex- 
amination of ‘Mr. Morgan 2 — And there is a very volu- 
minous report from Mr. Morgan on the subject. 

241. I will just ask you this. Has the couucil 
had under consideration the advisability of selling the 
lands of Baldoyle 2 — They have ; hut they have taken 
no action up to the present. The whole matter was 
brought before the council by a repoi-t from No. 3 
Committee founded on a memorial addressed by the 
Roman Catholic clergy and the inhabitants of the 
neighbourhood, asking for improvement in the dwell- 
ings at Baldoyle. Mr. Butler having recommended 
the ei-ection of such buildings, tbe Committee took the 
matter into consideration, and suggested for the con- 
sideration of the council — 

“ The desirability of preparin'; maps and rentals of the portion 
of the Baldoyle property under the town, and with the permission 
of the Lords ’of the Treasury to have this portion of the property 
sold, and city debentures taken up and cancelled with the proceeds 
of the sale." 

That report was dated 6th March, 1875, and no action 
has since been taken. 

242. Was there not a very strong report before that 
froni Mr. Morgan in April, 1874, as to the absolute 
necessity of rebuilding some of the cottages in Baldoyle, 
and drawing attention to the wretched state of some of 
the dwellings, and the need of prompt action ; whether 
the property was retained by the Corporation or put 
up to auction 2— Quite so. Mr. Morgan then reported 
as to the erection of cottages in 1862 and 1SG3, at a 
cost of £1,038 ; the constinetion of new roads and 
sewers and footpaths, retaining walls, and other re- 
pairs. (See Appendix No. 15, page 368, for Mi-. Mor- 
gan’s report of April, 1874.) 

243. But in his opinion, then was not considerable 
further outlay necessary in order to have decent dwell- 
ings for the tenants 2— Quite so. He suggested that 
£2,000 should be given to provide additional dwellings. 

' 244. Was not that recommendation, confirmed by 

Mr. Butler 2 — Quite so; but the Corporation have 
taken no action on the suggestion either to rebuild the 
property or to sell it. 

245. Do not all the leases of Baldoyle date from 

2 G 2 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



224 LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND TAXATION INQUIRY COMMISSION (IRELAND). 


Dublin. 1855, and expire in 1886, so that they have nine years 
April 25, 1877. yet to run, except that there are sixteen lots coutain- 
Mr John ing nearly ninety-eight acres, which are held by twelve 

Norwood. tenants quarterly ? — Yes. It should be stated that one 

of the reasons which induced the Corporation not to 
take action on Mr. Morgan’s report of 1874 is that the 
borough fund is so greatly burdened with the demand 
upon it. 

246. Is it on the sixteen lots of land that are let to 
quarterly tenants that the cottages are in such a 
wretched state, or is it on the whole property! — No. 
These houses are in the town proper. Baldoyle is a 
small fishing village, and these are some of the cottages 
in it. 

247. Of which the rental was subsequently reduced 
under powers conferred by an Act of Parliament 1 — 
What occurred was this : The Corporation promoted a 
bill seeking power to reduce these rents, which had 
been agreed to be paid at auction, and the Lords of 
the Treasury then issued a commission, and Mr. Jus- 
tice Fitzgerald held an open court to hear the evi- 
dence on behalf of the tenants seeking the reduction, 
and on behalf of the Corporation, aud finally he re- 
ported recommending the reductions, and these reduc- 
tions were embodied in the schedule of the Dublin 
Improvements Act Amendment Act, 1864, and that 
schedule shows the names of thirteen out of sixteen 
tenants, the quantity of their acreage, the original rent 
which they agreed to' pay at auction, and the reduced 
rent. Three of the tenants did not join in applying 
at the time that the other thirteen did, but subse- 
quently the Corporation dealt with them on similar 
terms as those mentioned in the A et of Parliament. 

248. Is not Patrick Butterly, who held three of 
these holdings, your caretaker on the estate? — Yes ; 
he collects the weekly rents. 

249. The reduction in his case appears to be less 
than in the other cases ? — The reduction is merely the 
result of the evidence laid before Mr. Justice Fitzgerald. 

250. Did that outlay refused in Mr. Morgan’s report 
take place subsequent to the reduction of the rents ? 
— The outlay was between 1856 and 1867, and the 
reduction of the rents took place upon the coming of 
the Act into operation, namely, upon the 29th July, 
1864. The outlay was upon the portion of the pro- 
perty held in the hands of the Corporation, the village 
proper. 

25 L To return to Fitzsimons’ case, now we are on 
Baldoyle, you could, perhaps, tell me now how it was 
that James Fitzsimons was accepted as tenant for No. 
40 of these townlands in preference to Thomas Gill, who 
apparently had made a higher offer ? — In the minute- 
hook of the law and lease committee, it is recorded 
“ That the bidding for the undermentioned lots be not 
confirmed,” and two of these were Nos. 30 and 40, 
Thomas Gill’s lots. This was on the 14th February, 
1857. Thomas Gill had two fields, containing about 
four acres, and here are the advertisements for the 
letting by auction. (Advertisements produced.) 

252. This is, I see, the advertisement for letting by 
auction the lands of Baldoyle? — Yes; upon the 24tli 
January, 1857, they were set up for sale by the city 
marshal, who acted as auctioneer. 

'• Read the conditions of letting as printed on the paper, which 
are the usual conditions.” 

253. But to come to the point. Was it not the case 
.that Thomas Gill was the highest bidder for lots 30 


and 40 ? — I see that on the 26th January, 1856 the 
committee resolved to accept certain proposals to be- 
come tenants to the 6th January, 1857. Amoiw these 
there does not appear lot 30 or 40, but it says the 
remainder of the lots were reserved. The town and 
lands were divided into forty-five lots, nineteen to let 
twenty-six were reserved. 

254. I find Thomas Gill described on the rental as 
the tenant of lot 30, and James Fitzsimons as the tenant 
of lot 40, and on the form which you showed us yes- 
terday which contained the biddings, Gill was put down 

as bidding a higher rent — I think 1 0s. an acre than 

James Fitzsimons, and I want to know how the Cor- 
poration accepted James Fitzsimons’ offer in prefer- 
ence ? — Here is the bidding taken by the city marshal 
on the 24tli Januaiy, 1857 : — 

“ Lot 30, TUonms Gill, 3 a. Sr. Sir., rent per annum, £2 10s., 
subject to drainage works.” 

255. That must be £2 10 s. per acre ? — No, it is here 
as per annum. 

256. That cannot be, for he is entered on rental at 
£9 19s. rent? — The lots were put up in January, 1857, 
aud Thomas Gill was the highest bidder for these two 
lots, but the committee, on the 14th February, reported 
that some sixteen of these biddings, including lots 30 
and 40 be not accepted. “ That tlie bidding taken from 
Thomas Gill be not accepted,’’ aud upon 7tli March, 
1857, the secretary reported that he had written in 
accordance with the orders of the committee to Thomas 
Gill, who had bid for lots 30 and 40 ; that Gill had 
accepted the amended proposal of the committee for 
lot 30, subject to drainage works, and that he had 
declined what they asked for lot 40. Then it appears 
to have been let to Fitzsimons. 

257. I want to know how that could be done, when 
Fitzsimons actually offered less? — On the 9th May, 
1857, offers were submitted for several of these lots not 
sold before, and among these was No. 40, in the town 
of Baldoyle. A proposal was forwarded from James 
Fitzsimons, at £1 Ss. per acre, and the order was — 

11 That Mr. Morgan be authorized to let this lot at £2 per acre, 
until 7th March, 1878, if manured.” 

And accordingly we find now that James Fitzsimons 
is tenant of this 8a. 3k. op., at an annual rental of 
£13 3s. 4 d, 

258. It was let then at 30s. an acre ; the tenant, I 
suppose, to manure ? — Yus. 

259. There is no doubt but that at the time of the 
auction James Fitzsimons did not bid as much as 
Thomas Gill, hut whether what he gives for it is better 
than he offered then is in doubt. Certain offers were 
refused, and an offer was made on the part of the com- 
mittee to the. tenants, including tlie man whose biddings 
they declined. He accepted the offer for lot 30, hut 
refused it as to lot 40, which was consequently not let 
then. But in May following subsequent offers were 
made by other persons, and amongst them was the 
offer from James Fitzsimons of 30s. an acre, and it was 
let to him. I think that is the history of the transac- 
tion so far as we seem to be able to get it? — With 
regard to the collection of the rental of the Corporation, 
the treasurer informs me that the losses during the 
last ten or twelve years have not amounted to anything 
more than one per cent. 

260. Does that apply to the whole estate, and not 
to Baldoyle merely ?- — To the whole estate. 


Alderman 


Alderman Harris examined. 


261. You are one of the gentlemen named yesterday 
as a member of No. 3 Committee, if I remember rightly, 
and the lease of whose premises is falling in in 1880 ? 
— Yes. 

262. In Suffolk-street I .think your premises are 
situated, are they not ? — Yes. 

263. The premises in question are, I believe, Nos. 
1 9 and 20, Suffolk-street, “ Ancient Revenue 154 ” in 
rental, occupied by James Waller and L. Harris, 
the original lease for ninety-nine years, having been 


granted to Mr. Nugent Booker ?— Yes, I am the occu- 
pier. of one of those houses, No. 19, Suffolk-street. 

264- You are not occupying the two houses jointly with 
Mr. Wallerthen ? — No ; I only occupy the house No. 1»- 

265. The two houses though are bracketed together 

in the rental? — Yes ; and they are held under a lease 
■granted to Mr. Nugent Booker, who is now repre- 
sented by Mr. John Rigby, as the official owner in e 
lease by the Corporation, , 

266. And you are a sub-tenant of Mr. Rig*>y s i 
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ttnrl— Yes You asked Dr. Norwood a question yes- upon the f.ct that there m».y be a very 
today with reference to the Poor Law valuation being alteration m the constitution of the Corporation before 


Dublin 

house property in this neighbourhood. 

267. Do you say that you consider that in tins 
particular port of ‘the city where you are living the 
Poor Law valuation is no j list criterion of the letting 
value of property 1 — None whatever. 

268. Will you give me your reason for saying that ? 
—One of my reasons is that of the house 1 am at pre- 
sent occupying, the Poor Law valuation is £42— it is 


being only a resolution, can be rescinded at any 
moment, and thus gain the advantage not only of 
the premises in their own actual occupation, but of 
any premises they happen to hold a lease of. For 
instance, in ray own lease, although we are now only 
yearly tenants, I believe we have the right to hold the 
premises up to the end of the lease ; but our landlord, 
believing that he has a right now to give notice, 


^misembleT wretched place, but still the rent payable although it never was his intention to have done so 

on it is £100 a year, and has been so for the last until the amending of this by-law, has given us notice 
forty-one years. 


> for the last until the amending of this by- , „ 

to quit, as lie has also received notice to quit for the 
0, 2 6 9^ Sou* are paying £100 per annum for that premises he occupies as a Corporation tenant, 
which is rated under the Poor Law valuation at only 275. Who is your landlord . — He is Mr. High}, 
£42 ?— Yes who holds the premises 24, Suffolk-street. 

•270 I perceive that the two holdings are rated to- 276. Is he there as tenant to Alderman Roe 7— 
« P ther at £96 a year, and were let to Mr. Booker in Alderman Hoe was the original lessee, but now he is 
1781 for £21 2s. Id. What rent does Mr. Waller the occupier of both places. ^ The same^ thing arises 
pay f—I don’t know what Mr. Waller pays, but I 


should imagine his rent was much higher than mine. 

271. Is his house at least as valuable as yours ? — 
Oh, much more so. It has a smaller frontage, but the 
rare is very extensive. Another instance bearing on 
this subject you will find in the case of the house 21, 


the case of Messrs. Forrest, of Grafton-street, and 
Messrs. Ogilvy and Seale. Messrs. Ogilvy and .Seale 
are sub-tenants of Messrs. Forrest, who hold a lease 
under the Ooiporation. 

277. Are not Messrs. Forrest the. occupying tenants 
of the house 10U, Grafton-street ?— The houses 100 


valuation is £135 for the two houses occupied by J 
Johnson and A. Whitaker. For instance, the house 
No. 21, Suffblk-street the rating is £65 per annum, 


SSSkS^M to Mr. and 101, Gmfta-staet are occupied by Men,™. 

Ku»nt Booker, about the same time. The Poor Law Format, and Fo. 99 by Mr. Ogilvy. 

. .. i o s r. .. XI.. x 1 . a 278. By Messrs. Barklie, is it not?— By Barklie 

and Co., trading as Ogilvy, and No. 98 is occupied by 
Mr. Seale. Mr. Seale has one of the houses and Mr. 
and I*have**veason to know that the shop is, at the Ogilvy another. They are both sub-tenants i of the 
present time, let to a flirt rate tenant at £150 a year Messrs. Forrest, and Messrs. Ogilvy have made a pio- 
— and that will therefore give you some idea of how posal to purchase for £5,0U0. M 

much below the actual letting value the Poor Law 279. Do I understand you to i state tjat Means, 
valuation is in this particular neighbourhood. But Forrest and Sons have given notice to quit 
the point with reference to which I desire specially to Ogilvy ?— Well I am not aware thatthey diave actually 
call your attention is the amended 55th by-law, or given notice to hlessrs. Ogilvy. I won’t gc > so tai ee 
rather the altered 55th by-law. to state that j but I have reason to ^ow that Mes^ 

272 Have you made any application for a renewal Ogilvy have received intonation over and over again 
of your lease under that by-law 1 You are not, I from Messrs. Forrest that at the expiration of the 
observe, included in this schedule ?— No ; it is a matter term for which they hold, which is about ^teen 
of indifference to me whether I get a renewal or not. months prior to the .expiration of them W, that they 
It is on the question of principle that I am working will require possession of those 

the thin* out to the end. have done, and Messrs. Ogilvy and Seale made a pro- 

27 3. Then although you wish to give evidence on posal to the Corporation, when this matter was hrst 
the subject, you have not yourself made any proposal brought about, for the pm^m^ of trying to g 
to the Corporation ? — No proposal whatever to the renewal of the lease from the Corporation. When tie 
Corporation. This 55th by-law originally provided matter came up for the considemtion of the (Wd, 
that all property of the Corporation should be put up on a recommendation from No, 3 Commi^e Messrs 
to public auction, and after a good deal of anxious con- Forrest served a legal notice upon toe town clerk, or 
sideration from the law officer and other gentlemen in upon tbe Corporation of the Ci y o » .. £ 

' ' ' ' - altered, and the in- them that they should not deal with Messrs, UgUvy 

and Seale, as they had been advised, having taken 
eminent advice, that they were the parties who would 
be in a position to get a renewal of the lease of the 
Corporation, and that they would so insist upon their 
rights. , , , 

280. As far as I understand what you now contend 
is, that this by-law has been so worded that there is no 
security that the occupying tenants will be the parties 
who will be benefited, although they were undoubtedly 
the parties intended to be so benefited ? — None what- 
ever, except they happen to be in the fortunate posi- 
tion of being the holders of leases which would revert 
to the Corporation. The effect of the by-law has been 
taken advantage of to militate considerably against 
the occupying tenant, and I will tell you the reason 
why If all those premises had been put up for auction 
it would not have been the object of the middlemen, 
men, a resolution had° been passed by the Council ■ because their interest runs out so v«ny T> J® 
informing them that under no cireuu) stances would interfere with the occupying tonan . y 
the Council grant a lease to a middleman if they be in this position, that the same game couM be 
found that notice to quit was given by him i» the way played— the same tactics pursued agams emi is i y 
you describe to the occupying tenant?— Yes, that is would be pursuing against em neig . 

quite correct. It is the anxiety of the Council to instance, supposing Mr. Eagby wis e u 
uphold the occupying tenant, but many of those of the house of which I am occupier, coi o e 

gentlemen— the middlemen I allude to— calculate same thing to him. When it came to be a matter of 


the Council, they got this by-law 
tention of the Ooiporation was that the by-law should 
be so altered as to protect the interests of the occupy- 
ing tenant. It was worded in such a way— though 
perhaps there could be no improvement in the word- 
ing — that the effect of that by-law has been, instead of 
protecting the occupying tenant, to draw down upon 
the occupying tenants the cupidity of the middlemen, 
and he says — “ Now, here it is open for me to get a 
renewed lease from the Corporation, provided you 
have the lease which I hold over you, and unless you 
give me a large sum of money, I shall not yield up to 
you the lease, and therefore you are in the position 
that you may go out into the street, and I will take 
up the premises." 

274. Mr. Norwood stated, in the course of his evi- 
dence yesterday, to the effect that, in consequence of 
such an advantage being taken by some of the middle- 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



226 LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND TAXATION INQUIRY COMMISSION ^IRELAND). 


DUBLIN'. 
April 25, 117! 

Alderman 

Harris. 


auction, I could run him up and perhaps have his 
house : hut if he is in the position of being able to get 
a lease, and to have occupied and held his own pre- 
mises, he would be in a much better position than if 
the premises were put up to another auction. The 
same thing would apply to Messrs. Forrest. 

281. It is surely perfectly competent to the Cor- 
poration now to amend this by-law with the consent 
of the Treasury! — Yes ; but the only question I 
would ask you to consider is, whether the balance of 
advantage is on the side of allowing the places to go 
up for auction or to hold to this by-law ; because 
although this question has been applied more vigorously 
to tliis portion of the property than to any r other, if 
you turn to page 1 of the rental you will see the 
Oxmanstown estate, which comprises about 150 sepa- 
rate tenements, and let as long ago as 1682, on lease 
of 199 years, to one William Ellis, an ancestor of 
Viscount Clifden, whose property it now is, conies 
under the same category. You will find that there 
the Poor Law valuation is ,£3,086, and an innumer- 
able number of tenancies will fall into the Corpora- 
tion in 1881. 

282. Has anything been arranged to be done with 
regard to that property 1 — Nothing whatever at pre- 
sent — not at least with regard to the reletting of that 
property. I do not think there has been a single 
application from that neighbourhood at all. 

283. As far as you believe no application lias been 
received for a renewal -with regard to that property; 
aud has no course been considered in reference to it by 
the Corporation! — No ; nothing is done except as it 
comes in. 

284. The by-law, you will observe, is not obligatory 
on the Corporation to entertain a proposal even from 
the occupying tenant. The words are : that the council 
may, with the consent of the Lords of the Treasury 1 
— Yes ; but it leaves the door open to a great deal of 
pressure and favouritism. I need not tell you it leaves 
the question open. 

285. That is what you want to represent — that the 
operation of the by-law is dangerous to the occupying 
tenant at the present moment ? — It is. 

286. That, in other words, it is not calculated to 
give security to or to benefit those persons for whose 
security it was intended, and it may operate very pre- 
judicially to their interests ? — Yes. I am induced to 
give evidence on the point now, simply because the 
very first matter that was opened up and came before 
you was Mr. Rochford’s case, and in that case he was 
a member of the Town Council. As has already been 
explained to you his holding is in two parts. The 
northernmost portion is in his own occupation practi- 
cally, and the southernmost portion which had not 
been in his occupation, had been in the .occupation of 
Messrs. Monsell, Mitchell, and Co. ' 

287. -Which the Corporation apparently were not 
aware of 1 — -Which at the time they were not aware 
of. Of course it took some considerable time to get 
this amendment of the by-law — some two or three 
years before it was able to be carried out. The conse- 
quence- was that any person in the Corporation must 
have known that such was in contemplation. It is 
only fair, however, to Mr. Rochford to say that Messrs. 

■ Monsell, Mitchell, and Co., were not his tenants at all. 

1 They were simply the teuants of the person who held 
under the lease of Mi-. Rochford himself, and. at the 
time -Mr: Rochford demanded possession the lease of 
the sub-tenant had expired. But it came to the know- 
ledge of some of the members of the council that 
Messrs. Monsell, - Mitchell, and Co., had been in. occu- 
pation of these premises, and they certainly complained 
that they had been put out with some degree of harsh- 
ness and hardship; and when they found, that, the mat- 
ter was likely to be investigated, and that. they, would 
be likely to get a lease of this portion of which they 
■were in occupation, they , came forwax-d and made a 
■proposal. " That- was a. good illustration of exactly 
-what might have taken . place .in. a great- number .of 
instances - in which- men. were thrust out, .by the sub- 


tenants for the purpose of placing themselves in a 
tiou to get a reuewal of the louse, aud there wiw •' 
great deal of controversy about it backwards aud to- 
wards. 

288. Mr. M‘Evoy. — I wish to hand you, sir, a news- 
paper containing the disenssiou iu the Town Council 
at the time, in which Alderman Harris took part iml 
a decision was arrived at by the Lord Mayor’s' own 
vote. If Mi-. Rochford had refrained from votino- the 
matter could not have been, decided as it was as die 
council were evenly divided. 

289. Witness. — Subsequently to the memorial having 
been forwarded, the report of No. 3 . Committee was 
brought forward as the reply that should be sent to the 
Lords of the Treasury. It was moved by Councillor 
Dockrell, that the report of No. 3 Committee which 
.you heard yesterday, should be sent forward. An 
amendment was moved by Councillor Gray, which he 
suggested as an addition to the original motion, and 
seconded by myself, to the effect, that in view of the 
representations which had been made by Messrs. 
Monsell and Mitchell, the Treasury should be o.m- 
municated with, and informed of the fact. Well the 
amendment was put, aud eleven voted for aud eleven 
against it ; aud the Lord Mayor voted against the 
amendment — thereby not allowing any further time 
to be given or that they should be communicated with. 
The original resolution was then put and adopted, and 
sent forward as the reply of the Corporation, and one 
of the members having left, the voting became, includ- 
ing the Lord Mayor, twelve to ten. 

290. What wex-e the terms of Mr. Gray’s amendment ! 
— The amendment was as follows : — 

“The Council trust that the above explanation of the special 

question referred to by Mr. Morgan, viz the aiiggesicil connexion 

of the clause of the Dublin Improvement Bill with the memorial for 
Mr. KoeUford's lease, and its approval by the Council will prove 
satisfactory to your lordships. The. Council, however, think it, 
right to add that the following letter of Messrs. Mimscll and Milt-hell, 
late sub-tenants under Mr. koch ford, has since been received, and 
pending the re-investigation of the whole matter by the Council, 
request that the Lords of the Treasury will delay the consideration 
of the memorial." 

291. The object of that clearly was, that in conse- 
quence of the. application of Messrs. Monsell, Mitchell, 
and Co., the decision upon the memorial should be 
deferred ? — Yes. 

292. Then Mr. Rochford, . as we heard yesterday, 
has given notice of his intention to demand a specific 
performance of the original acceptance of his proposal 
by the Corporation! — Quite so. 

293. Now can you give any explanation of the fact 
that we heard y ester day-.t hat the Lords of the Treasury 
had assented to, a lease being granted to Mr. Rochford 
for the longest period — seventy-five years — at the rent 
that was fixed for the shortest period — thirty-one years 
— at a rant of £G4, if I recollect, instead of £95. It 
must have arisen, I should think, from some misappre- 
hension ! — It may have been fiyst of all, a misapprehen- 
sion, but, althougli a misapprehension may have existed 
,in the first instance, after the reply of No. 3 committee, 
it struck me as an example of the grossest carelessness 
on the part of the officials iu London. I think it must 
have been carelessness, and that is a very important 
point, because all the meaning of the Lords of the Treu- 
sury having a veto .is to see. that the Corporation will 
act justly in the discharge of the trust which is confided 
to them. And lxex-e we took a great deal of trouble, and 
there was a great deal of reluctance manifested to allow 
the thing to go forward, at £95 a ycaiy which many 
considered under the value, inasmuch as for the smaller 
and less valuable portion of, it several men were willing 
to. give £40 a year-. We considered it a gross under- 
value in any case, but, then for theLords.of the Treasury 
to take upon them, out of the way, as it wei'e, of. their 
authoi’ity, .to ■ still further., l-educe the value,, seemed, to 
us inexplicable. We. considered, that .in,, Sending, the 

, memorial, forward, we did, our duty to. the Lords of the 
Treasury, ,and,of course, .believed they, wpuld not 
.attempt to, alter. the rent, fixed us. 

294. And to. Impose a. lower rent!— r-Yes j ip^mvthan 
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'.VI, represented to them. It was not ingenuously hut 
i'uk'eniously clone in the first instance, because the 
•i [.plication that went forward had no right to go for- 
ward, in which it was first stated that Mr. Rochford 
was willing to take a thirty-one years’ lease, and after- 
wards a seventy-five years’ lease. This was a peculiar 
case, in which the larger amount was charged for the 
longer term, and it was stipulated there should he a 
lar^e outlay. When the letter of reply of the Corpora- 
tion was sent specially, saying that they agreed to give 
it lease to this gentleman for seventy-five years at £1)5 
‘ annum, I cannot conceive by what reason, except 
Jrross carelessness, or that the officials in London did 
not read the letter at all, anything contrary to that 
could have been approved. 

295. From what I remember of the proceedings 
yesterday, my impression is that when you received 
that notification from the Lords of the Treasury, sanc- 
tioning a lease for seventy-five years, the Corporation 
replied that they were not prepared to grant a lease at 
a lower rent for the premises than that fixed by Messrs. 
Brassiugton and Gale, which was £95, and you had 
no communication further from the Treasury ? — I think 
vou are mistaken. I think, if my i-ecollection serves 
; ue , that wo had a meeting on the 10th of February, 
at which this matter was brought forward, and we 
refused to ratify that letter, and it ended by Mr. Byrne’s 
moving that the letter be referred to a committee of 
the whole house for their consideration and report. 
Alderman Gregg seconded the motion, and it was agreed 
to, with the addition that the members of the press be 
invited to attend, and on the following day the com- 
mittee meeting took place. 

29G. I cannot conceive that the Lords of the Trea- 
sury would purposely propose to put on a lower rent 
than that agreed to by the Corporation ? — They did so, 
though. Wince then it made many of the members 
much more particular in dealing with corporate pro- 
perty. As far as I remember of what occurred yester- 
day,' it was stated that there has been nothing done 
unou that, and there never has been any report made 
to the Lords of the Treasury since that time, and the 
matter now lies in abeyance. The resolution was that 
Mr. Rochford be invited to send in a proposal for the 
premises in his occupation, and that Messrs. Monsell, 
Mitchell, & Co., in like manner should be invited to 
send in a proposal for their part of the premises, and I 
think the matter rests there. Mr. Rochford sent a 
reply threatening an action, and I believe that was all 
that was received from him. The reason I am anxious 
you should have this matter clearly before you is that 
you may see how the Town Council may do a great deal 
of injustice under this by-law. This is a letter ot 
Messrs. Mousell, Mitchell, & Co., addressed to the 
editor of the Freeman’s Journal, on the subject of their 


“The Corporation Leases. 

“ To the Editor of the Freeman. 

“ 73, Townsend-street, January 29th, 1877. 


preference. It is stated that lie propo>es to exjionu £4.>U ou the 
premises, but even this proposal is not at all equivalent to ours for a 
lease of seventy-five years. Had we obtained a lease of the premises 
(though it is not quite correct what Mr. Dockrell^ suys. “ that no . 
tenant could occupv them without rebuilding them " as any one cun 
see), we would in our own interest freely and willingly make such 
improvements as our business would require, and we consider that 
what we have already done to our premises in Townsend-street, 
shows that we are at least improving tenants. We forbear to make 
any comment on the conduct of a member of the Corporation voting, 
anil as it turns out, carrying the motion by his vote, on a subject 
in which he had a personal pecuniary interest. We had thonght 
that the etiquette which obtains in public assemblies would have 
restrained such a proceeding. We regret occupying so much of your 
valuable space, but it is incumbent ou us to correct statements that 
have beeu made and to explain matteis fully to the public. 


■•Weal 






“ Monset.i,, Mitchicli. & Co.” 


“Sir, You will permit us to trespass on you in reference to a 

matter, personal to us, which occupied a good deal of the time of the 
Town Council on Friday last. Mr. Morgan (the Corporation solicitor), 
had written a letter to the Corporation objecting to the renewal of the 
lease of the premises in Peterson’s-lane to Mr. Rochford on legal 
grounds. We wrote on the 22nd instant, proposing to take a lease of 
these premises at the rent of forty-five pounds (£46) per annum. We 
had previously held them at the same rent from 18G8 to 1875 
(though Mr. Byrne stated that “we only got in as sub-tenants 
three years ago ”), when we were compelled to give up possession at 
very great inconvenience and expense, having to remove about 400 
tous of goods to other premises, and this under great pressure as to 
time, having had to work at the removal some days from 5 a.m. 
to 11-p.m. Mr. Deunehy stated that “ Mr. Rochford had nothing 
whatever to do with putting us out.” This is not true, as both Mr. 
Rochford and his solicitor well know. 

“ It was also urged against us by Mr. Dockrell.that our proposal 
was sent in at the eleventh hour. This is quite true, but it was ouly 
at the eleventh hour’ that we heard the lease was about to expire, 
and the premises to revert to the Corporation. Now sir, as rate- 
payers, we must object to the decision uf the Council in this matter, 
as'being contrary to the 5th by-law which says, that “ no property 
of the Corporation shall be disposed of except by auction ; ” and 
also as being against the interest of the ratepayers, us though we 
were prepared to pay £45'per annum for these premises, pet the offer 
of a member of the Corporation for £20 per annum is accepted in 


Witness . — That is a very good illustration, and it 
refers to Mr. Rochford voting on the case in which he 
was interested. The whole letter shows you how the 
matter stands. There is another case of a man in 
Suffolk-street, No. 18 ; he has certainly only beeu a 
yearly tenant, and his case is another illustration of 
the hardship of the rule. 

297. What do you say was the other case of hardship ! 
—It was with regard to No. 18, held by Michael 
Barnes, who paid a large sum of money for the interest 
in the lease and the good will of the business. 

298. When he canie in as occupying tenant 1 — No ; 
but there was a dissolution of partnership between 
himself and his partner, and the partner having got 
premises elsewhere, they entered into competition for 
those premises. Mr. Barnes was declared purchaser 
of the premises and stock at a very large price, and 
shortly after that he was served with notice by the 
middleman. 

299. How long ago is that 1- Since the passing ot 
the by-law, within the last twelve months. 

300. Is there in the schedule of proposals any appli- 
cation for these premises either from the middleman 
or Mr. Barnes 1—1 don’t see any. 

301. Do you know whether Mr. Barnes desires to 
get a renewal of his lease in 18S0? — I know lie is 
very anxious to get it. 

302. Do you know whether any communication on 
the subject has passed between him and the Corpora- 
tion 1 — I am not aware. 

803. Or whether any application has been made by 
the middleman 1 — I do not know. 

304. Do you only draw the inference from the 
notice served on Mr. Barnes, that the middleman 
wishes to get the benefit of the by-law 1 You see the 
way the by-law is framed the only person who can get 
the benefit of it is the leaseholder ; and the middleman 
is the leaseholder without being the occupier. 

305 Then would you wish to revert to the old 
practice of letting by auction!— That would he a very 
extreme course. I scarcely think the Corporation 
would go back to that. _ 

306. Then the object of your evidence apparently 
is to show that some revision of the by-law is necessary ! 
—Yes, otherwise it will operate prejudicially against 
the parties whom it was intended to benefit. There is 
another point which I wish again to bring under your 
notice, namely, the valuation of the premises. From 
the evidence already given you will see that the letting 
value is far more than the Poor Law valuation. 

307 There can he no doubt hut that the Poor Paw 
valuation is infinitely Mow tie actaal value 1~ Yes, . 
and it is no criterion whatever of the value of the pro- 
perty in that particular portion of Dublin. There are 
some houses in Grafton-street which reallse a rant of 
£100 a year, and they are only valued at £42 per 
annum There are also premises in Grafton-street 
which did belong to a member of this Council, the 
Poor Law valuation of which is £1 1 0 a year. They are 
in almost the worst part of the street, yet they were 
let for £200 a year, and £1,200 fine was given for 
them not bv way of good will of the premises, for they 
were ’empty at the time,- and available for any business. 

308. What number was that!— That was No. 61, 
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Dublin. Grafton-street. Messrs. Ogilvy, of 99, Grafton-street, 
-iprum, 187". have proposed to purchase, and pay down the money 

at the present time for their holding in Wick] ow-street. 

Iliirri™*" 309. Is not their proposal to purchase the Grafton- 

street premises at .£5,000 1 — The Grafton-street pre- 
mises were valued at £135 a year, and the Wicklow- 
street premises at £60 a year, making together £195 
per annum. They offered for the chief rent that sum 
of £5,000, to be paid down at once ; and considering 
that the Corporation would be able with that money 
to extinguish debentures, the amount at the present 
time would be equivalent to upwards of £5,6U0. If 
you take that as chief rent, at four and a half per cent, 
it would be equal to £250 a year. Besides, Mr. Ogilvy 
has undertaken to lay out £1,800 on the rebuilding of 
the Grafton-street house ; and taking that at six per 
cent, for the building, it would amount to £350 a 
year for these premises. 

310. The £5,000 woxdd be for the fee?— Yes. 

311. The acceptance of that offer would not further 
benefit the Corporation afterward?, except to the extent 
of the improvement in the rateable value? — It would 
in this way — that with the purchase-money we would 
extinguish debenture bonds ; for all the money that 
comes in for the sale of real property goes to reduce 
the debt of the Corporation. 

312. Yes, that is clear ; but what [ say is ; the subse- 
quent expenditure on the premises in rebuilding would 
only benefit the Corporation what they would get 
for the increased rate on the valuation 1 — Quite so ; but 
I only wished to give you an approximate of the value 
of property in the neighbourhood, taking it at the 
lowest, when this man is willing to pay for his holding 
a rent which would, including the rebuilding, amount 
to between £300 and £400 a year. 

313. It is abundantly clear that the Poor Law valua- 

tion is infinitely below the actual letting value in the 
city 1 ... 

314. Witness. — What I want to point out is that 
Messrs. Brassington and Gale’s valuations are somewhat 
erratic. In making their calculations they do not seem 
to have followed a consistent scale, for some of these 
houses are too highly rated, and the rating of others is 
too small. 

315. Alderman Manning. — I want to explain. 
Messrs. Brassington and Gale are only called in by 
our law agent .to base a claim upon the occupancy. 
The Lords of the Treasury are the final arbitrators, and 
they can send their valuator to the premises. The 
occupying tenants want no obligation— they only want 
what a stranger would get. Messrs. Brassington and 
Gale, or other valuator? appointed by the Government, 
then of course value ,tlre preperty according to its 
position. 

316. Chairman. — The question arose as to whether 
Messrs. Brassington and .Gale’s valuations were sub- 
mitted to the gentlemen making proposals for new 
leases, and subsequently it transpired that there was 
no doubt their valuations were submitted to the parties 
whose proposals were based upon them ? 

Alderman Mcmning. — Yes. In some instances we, 
the occupiei-s, were obliged to call in Messrs. Brassing- 
ton and Gale, and pay them for their valuation, which 
was afterwards presented to the Corporation. 

317. Chairman. — I t is not a question for us who the 


parties are that, were called in to value. I suppose the 
occupiers call in the gentlemen in whom they have most, 
confidence ? — In many cases they left it to the law agent 
to call in who he thought was most suitable. 

318. I thiuk it is. foreign to our inquiry to enter 
into that matter - . W e have it on the notes very clearly 
that ip the first instance a valuation is usually made 
by Messrs. Brassington and Gale. 

Alderman Manning. — Yes ; and the premises are 
then revalued by the valuator for the Treasury, if it 
is thought necessary. 

319. Alderman Harris. — We think the valuation 
sent forward by the Treasury is not always the most 
reliable one. In the very first ease you will see the 
Treasury agreed to give a lease for £30 a year less than 
the other valuation. 

320. Chairman. — But it is not your view, Alder 
man Harris, that Messrs. Brassington and Gale under- 
valued ? — I believe in many cases they did under-value. 
In the cases of Messrs. CaHinan and a man named 
Campbell you asked, Mr. Chairman, whether any pro- 
posals had been sent in by the tenants previous to the 
valuation of Messrs. Brassington and Gale. I am 
aware that there had- In one case the tenant proposed 
to give £60 a year, and in the other £95 a year. 

321. Chairman. — I should have thought that the 
better course would have been that the tenants should 
be asked to make their proposals in the first instance 
irrespective of any valuation on the part of the Corpo- 
ration. They, the tenants, could get anyone to value 
the premises on their - own behalf if they liked. Then the 
Corporation, before expressing apy opinion on the pro- 
posal, could get a valuation on their own behalf. That 
would guide them as to whether - or not they should 
forward to the Lords of the Treasury the original pro- 
posal ; or, if they thought it should be amended, they 
could send it hack to the parties to increase their offer. 

Alderman Manning. — That has been doire. 

322. Chairman. — I think jt is a mistake to submit 
the valuation made on behalf of the Corporation to the 
occupying tenants before they send in their proposals, 
or for the Corporation to accept a valuation obtained 
by the tenant. 

Alderman Harris. — I think so, too, 

323. Alderman Manning. — The occupying tenants 
have no objection to give the fair value, tire same as a 
stranger would give. They pnly want to prevent the 
holdings being put up to public auction, when perfect 
strangers would come in, and as has been often done 
before, a course similar to the following would be 
adopted : A stranger, having bought a house at a high 
value, would go back to the occupying tenant and try 
to re-sell it. When they found they could not do that, 
they didn’t pay the rent, aard we h a< l to take the pre- 
mises off tlreir hands. 

324. Chairman. — Alderman Harris wishes to show 
that the object which the Corporation had in view 
when adopting the 55th by-law is sought to be set aside 
by the middlemen. 

Alderman Manning. — Well, I think the Corpora- 
tion will not encourage the middlemen. I believe the 
middlemen may be entitled to some compensation for 
money spent, but I hope the Corporation will not 
oppress Idle tenant in occupation. 


Mr. Thomas 
Dorkrell, t.c. 


Mr. Thomas Dockrell, t.c.. examined. 


325. I wish to come forward and give you an expla- 
nation as to my lease, into the particulars of which 
you inquired yesterday. I see the statement was made 
that £400 only was to be expended by me on building. 
There is no such clause in my lease. On the contrary, 
I was obliged to submit plans of the buildings, to be 
approved of by the Corporation. These plans are at 
present in the custody of the Corporation. They were 
approved of, and I carried on my building, which co§t 
me £2,000. 

326. Chairman. — The property in question was let 
to you at £20 a year, when there was a bid from Mr. 
Burke at £30 a year ? — Yes. 


327. Can you tell n*e whether, when your offer 
to take the premises at £20 a year went forward to 
the Corporation, you bound yourself, or undertook to 
lay out, any amount of money, and what amount, in re- 
building the premises ? — According to the clause m tne 
lease, T" was bound to erect premises of double the value 
of the rept, and the covenant says that if I <hd not so 
erect the’ new buildings I was to pay double rent. 

328. What I want to know is, whether you made any 

proposal to that effect to the Corporation at the tune 
you bid the rent of £20 a year for the two lotel— - ^ > 

and submitted the plans which wore approved of by 

•city architect. The plans were drawn by Mr. Carso 
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of Harcourt-street, and having been approved of by 
the city architect, were afterwards approved of by the 
committee. 

329. I want to know whether in the meantime, 
between the time your bidding was first rejected and 
the time yotir same bidding of £20 a year for both lots 
was accepted, you made any proposal to expend so 
much money on the premises ? — My bid was not re- 
jected. That is the point we are at issue about. A 
public auction was called in this Council chamber. I 
attended and bid, and my offer was the highest — .£10 
a year for each house. Immediately afterwards Mr. 
Morgan called on me to get me to sign an agreement 
that I would take out a lease, and to pay a deposit. 
I paid a deposit, signed the agreement to take out the 
lease, and then Mr. Morgan, without any notice to me, 
thought proper to call a second auction and have the 
property put up a second time. 

330. Chairman. — He did not do so, but he recom- 
mended the committee to do so. 

Mr. Dockrell . — I was not aware that the committee 
consented to it — Oh, yes ! Mr. Morgan stated that he 
had called upon me, made me aware that the property 
would be again put up to auction, and that I consented 
to it. I contradicted that, and made a declaration to 
that effect — that Mr. Morgan never intimated to me 
his intention. I thought it a most extraordinary pro- 
ceeding, because I considered when I had signed the 
agreement to take the lease and paid the deposit, I was 
bound to get the lease. I then threatened to take pro- 
ceedings to compel the Corporation to grant me the 
lease. They were conferring no benefit or advantage 
on me in granting me the lease at the rent I offered. 
If yon look at the rental, you will see that Booth’s 
premises which are immediately adjoining mine, were 
let at exactly the same rent, £10 a year for rebuilding, 
some years previous. Booth’s premises are in the same 
street, and within three houses of mine. I refused to 
•attend the second auction. 

331. Between the time the lots were put up to auction 
the second time and the time your original bidding 
of £20 a year for both was accepted by tire Corpora- 
tion, on the motion of Mr. Byrne, had you made any 
further proposal contingent on that rent being accepted, 


pledging yourself to lay out any specific sum of money ? Dublin. 
— Not at all ; simply because I had, in the first instance, April 2 s, 1877. 
submitted the plans, aijd bound myself under printed a[r Thomas 
conditions Mr. Morgan got me to sign. Dockrell, r.c. 

332. When did yon submit the plans and pledge 
3 r ourself to a certain outlay ? Was that at the time of 
the auction ? — No ; but immediately after I signed the 
conditions. I got Mr. Carson to draw out the plans, 
for I contemplated compelling the Corporation to con- 
clude their" contract with me ; as after I had signed the 
agreement and paid a sum of money on deposit, con- 
trary to what I might expect, .and contrary to common 
justice, they called a second auction. I could not 
understand such a proceeding ; I was bound to them, 
had paid my deposit, and had been declared the highest 
bidder. 

333. The plans were not drawn out then till after 
the second auction. Are you a town councillor 1 — Yes. 

334. And have you been for some time ? — Yes. 

335. Can you tell me what the practice has been 
with reference to these lettings by auction ? It evi- 
dently was contemplated by the by-law that the Cor- 
poration need not accept the highest bidder because it 
says, if the property lnus been twice put up to auction, 
and the Corporation don’t accept the rent offered, that 
then they shall be at liberty to take a reasonable rent? 

— Oh, yes ; but they had accepted me. 

330. But you see it was contemplated that they 
need not accept the highest bidder ? — Yes. 

337. Alderman Manning. — Tire highest bidder need 
not be accepted ; but if the matter went so far as it did in 
this case — the deposit being accepted by the law agent, 
and the agreement signed — it was not contemplated 
that we could go behind it. 

338. Chairman. — Has any other --'case arisen in 
which the party who paid the deposit has been finally 
accepted as tenant, though there was a second auction 
after the deposit was made ? 

Mr. Dockrell . — I never knew it. The payment of 
the deposit and the signing of the agreement are looked 
upon as conclusive of the contract, and of the accept- 
ance of the offer. Mr. Morgan had no right to come 
to me, ask me to sign an agreement, and get a deposit 
unless I had been accepted as tenant. 


Alderman -Joseph 

339. Chairman. — Can you, as an old member of 
the Corporation, inform me what is the practice with 
regard to the acceptance or non-acceptance of the 
highest bidders at these lettings by public auction ? — 
The practice I have always seen adopted was this — If 
a matter is put up to public competition or auction, 
the highest bidder in the room generally gets it, unless 
the law agent of the Corporation, or some members of 
the Corporation sitting here as a jury, object to the 
sum offered, and they allow the property to be put up 
again. This has been done frequently, but in a case 
lie Mr. Dockrell’s it has never, to my knowledge, 
been done. It has never been done in a case like that, 
where the matter had been perfected to a certain ex- 
tent by the law agent, the agreement signed, and de- 
posit paid. I have never known an instance of the 
Corporation going behind the back of a person like 


Manning examined. Alderman 

, Joseph 

Mr. Dockrell, under such circumstances, and putting Manning, 
the property up a second time to auction. I saw two 
men in this room compete for a house in St. Andrew- 
street until the occupier was outbid and let the pre- 
mises go. The house was knocked down to one of 
them at what was considered a fair and reasonable 
offer, but subsequently the occupier came in and 
offered to give £10 a year more rather than be dis- 
turbed. The question was raised whether we . could 
accept the offer, but it was ruled we could not as the 
occupier was in the room at the time the premises were 
knocked down, and had let them go from him by his 
own default. 

340. W ere you one of those present and voting when 
the question arose as to whether Mr. Burke’s offer 
should be accepted or not ? — No. 


Mr. Dockrell’s examination resumed. 


Mr. Dockrell. 


341. Witness . — The matter was brought before the 
public very prominently at the time by Mr. Morgan, 
in a letter in the Freeman’s Journal, to which I replied 
aud perfectly satisfied the public. I got no advantage, 
I took no advantage, and to show you I hold no ad- 
vantage I may tell you that within the last two months 
I have taken premises adjoining at exactly the same 
ground rent, on the undertaking that I will build . The 
premises suited me, being Nos. 45 and 46, Lower 
Stephen-street, immediately adjoining Nos. 47 and 48. 

342. Have you taken Nos. 45 and 46 from the 
Corporation ? — Oh, no ; the agent is Mr. Fetherstone, 
solicitor. Glare-street. 


343. What was the valuation of the premises you 
hold from the Corporation before you rebuilt them, 
and what is their valuation now? — The premises for 
which I pay £20 a year to the Corporation were, when 
I got the lease, valued at £45 a year. Since then I 
rebuilt them at an expenditure of £2,000, and their 
present valuation is £98. 

344. What was the value of the other houses you 
have taken — Carroll’s and Nolan’s — Nos. 45 and 46 ? 
— They are valued at £44. 

345. And for these you are to pay £20 a year ? — I 
pay £30 a year, because they have a larger frontage 
than Nos. 47 and 48 ; but having regard to the ex- 

2 H 
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Dublin-. tent of frontage, tlie ground rent is exactly in the same that they were in such a condition that they could not 
April a5,is77. proportion as that I pay the Corporation. be occupied, and that in fact the tenants had gone 

— 7 346. Have you laid out any money on Nos. 45 and out of them. As to the letting itself, I beg to say I 

Mi. Pockre . ^ ygj. ij — Not at present. With regard to repairing was under no compliment to the Corporation hi any 

the houses Nos. 47 and 48, Mr. Morgan, backed up by shape whatever. I came to the auction to bid and I 
the opinion of the city architect, at first represented was actually declared the highest bidder. 


Mr. John 


Martin. 


Mr. John M auxin exainmed. 


347. Chairman. — Are you assistant to the town 
clerk ? — Yes. 

348. Are you at present acting as town clerk 1 — Yes. 

349. Will yon tell me, as nearly as you cau, what are 
the salaries and duties at present attached to these offices 
— that of the liigh-constable, who is also billet- master, 
jtud that of the officer of commons, who is also the mace- 
bearer — now, first as to the liigh-constable? — The 
liigh-constable has £1 00 a year. I shall read as to the 
liigh-constable and billet-master’s duties the return 
dated from his office in William -street, the 1st July, 
1862. (This is in meeting of special committee to 
report on the duties of the officers, and the salaries of 
the officers of the Dublin Corporation.) 

350. Has there been any change in the salary since 
then, and are the duties of the billet-master the same 
as in 1862 ? — There is a later report. 

351. Mr. Barlow. — There is another one, but it is 
ouly the old one reprinted. 

352. This, then, it appears, is the latest information 
on the subject ] — Yes. 

353. If I read the following extracts from the report 
you refer to, you can tell me if any of his duties are 
omitted. The first is a letter from Francis Dowling, 
high-constable and billet-master, to Alexander Farqu- 
har, then the town clerk : — 

“ Sir, — I n answer to your circular requesting an account of tlie 
■nature and extent oE my duties as high-constable and billet-master, 
with my present salary, and date of my appointment, I have to say 
that my duties as liigh-constable are — To wait on the Lord Mayor 
every day at the Mansion-house anil receive his commands, to 
accompany his lordship on his rounds through the markets, opening 
commission courts, levees, balls, and on all public occasions ; to pro- 
vide military bands Eor his lordship's banquet; to visit all public 
places of amusement, and see that no improper exhibition is opened 
in Dublin, &c. My duties as a billet-master are — To issue billets to 
all soldiers and recruits who may not have barrack accommodation, 
and sign their routes. It is not so much the quantity of business 
in this department that I would draw attention to, as to the length 
of time required ; I am obliged to attend the billet-ottice every day, 
and frequently to a late hour in the evening, as it is uncertain at 
svhat time and in what quantities billots for troops, recruits, &c., 
may be required. The date of my appointment is August, ISIS, at 
which time my salary was fixed at .£10 a year ; in 1851 it was in- 


creased to £50, and in 1S58 it was further increased to £75, so that 
on the average my annual salary was £54 per year. My predecessor 
had £100. Since my appointment the business in the billet-office 
was largely increased in consequence of the Indian and Crimean 
“I have the honour to be, sir, &c., 

“ Francis Dovvuno,” 

Now can you tell me the elate when the salary was 
raised to £100 a year? — In 1863, the following year. 

354. Were there any fresh duties added to those lie 
held before, which led to the increase 1 — No, I never 
heard of any. His predecessor had £100. 

355. But this committee who were appointed on the 
3rd of March, 1S62, to inquire into the duties and 
salaries of the officers made, it seems, a recommenda- 
tion— or an order, as it is called here — that the higli- 
constable’s salary be included in schedule, and the 
increase was not recommended. The following year, 
you say, it was increased to £100 per year, and further 
on I see — 

“ Councillor Tarpey (the present Lord Mayor) gave notice — ‘That 
the case of Francis Dowling, high-constable and billet-master, lie 
recommended, with the view of adding £25 per annum to his salary.’" 
That was on the 21st of August, 1862. So that, in 
fact, that, recommendation was included on the part of 
the committee, and his salary was so increased in the 
following year ! — Yes. 

356. Now, I had Letter go through the officers Isere 
reported on with you, so far as they are included in 
this inquiry. We next come to the water-bailiffs. At 
page 78 of this committee’s report, I see a report from 
Messrs. Byrne and Reilly, water-bailiffs, stating what 
their duties are and their salaries. I will just read the 
duties, ami you can tell me whether they remain the 
same now. (Reads) — 

“ The officers have charge of the plant with which the coal, salt, ami 
potato ships arc supplied, consisting of beams, scales, tubs, &c. The 
officers act as arbitrators between buyer and seller; they report 
upon offences, and summon offenders before the police magistrates; 
they issue summonses for river and shipping acts, when such are 
contrary to the law ; they attend before the Lord Mayor when dis- 
putes arise between buyer and seller, when such disputes are not 
submitted to arbitration ; and they are actively engaged in minor 
duties. The salary of the officers is £200 per year each.” 


Mr. Lalor examined. 


357. Chairman. — Y ou are, I believe, secretary to 
Committee No. 2 1 — Yes. 

358. Have not a good many of the duties specified 
in that repoi't as attached to the office of water-bailiff 
ceased to exist! — Quite so. The present duties of the 
water-bailiffs are : — 

“ To attend the sword on all public days, one on waiting Sundays, 
■-.to invite part of. his lordship’s company for collar days, the aldermen 
and sheriff’s peers for waiting Sundays, to summon all boards of 
aldermen, general and post assemblies, and to attend each market 
■ day, and whenever his lordship thinks proper to walk, to invite the 
captain of the guard, and the minister that preaches on waiting 
Sundays.” 

359. Surely, they are not now required to perform 
these duties?— -No, but they are their duties. Then, 
these officers ha^e charge of the plant with which the 
coal, salt, and potato ships are supplied, consisting of 
beams, scales, tubs, and so forth. (IFifiiess then enu- 
merated the duties set forth in report of No. 2 Com- 
mittee, already read by Chairman.) That bemg a 
repoi't of the Committee, they add a great many more 
things not the water bailiffs’ duty. (Reading from 
continuation of report) : — 

“The officers are hound to attend the office in person, and they 
severally remain on the quay, or are there from sunrise to sunset, 
and consider it their duty to attend the Lord Mayor when his lord- 
ship attends at the river in his official capacity; also to protect the 
citizens from fraud in the irregularity of weights or other frauds 
that may be committed on the quays or river, and to bring tlie 
defaulters before the Lord Mayor ; to indorse all processes before 
execution ; and to have at all seasons of the year a sufficient supply 
of the plant” 


In addition to the above duties, one of the water-bailiffs 
acts as inspector of the weigh-houses on Burgh-quay, 
Eden-quay, and City-quay. Ho has also charge of the 
Jife-buoys placed along the river. He superintends 
the making and repairing of all the plant. The salary 
of each of them is still £200 a year. Mr. P. J. Byrne 
is still in office; he was appointed in 1843. Mr. J. 
Murphy was appointed in February, 1873. In the 
first instance, on probation, he got £100 a year, which 
was afterwards increased to £200. 

360. What document are you giving these particu- 
lars from ! — The report I made for the Lord Mayor 
for the purpose of giving the duties of all the officers 
attending my department. For these inquiries I got 
together a variety of information, and abridged it. 
Portions of these details are taken from the original 
report and portion taken from older sources. 

361. Mr. Martin . — Was not Mr. Murphy in office 
from 1867'?— Yes. 

362. Chairman. — What is meant by “attending 
the sword” ? — In the good old time, before the intro- 
duction of the metropolitan police, there was a very 
divided jurisdiction ; the Earl of Meath had a jurisdic- 
tion ; the Lord Archbishop of Dublin had a jurisdiction, 
and they used to occasionally meet and obstruct each 
other, and then these were the Lord Mayor’s footmen. 

363. That is not the ease now, you know?— No; 
but if the Lord Mayor required them to perform tins 
duty they should do so. 
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Mr. Murphy (Water-bailiff), examined. 


364. Chairman. — Are all ships coming into the 
river with coals, salt, or potatoes, supplied -with scales, 

■) Not every one of them. All coal ships arc sup 

plied by us. For the last twelve months we supplied 
1,812 ships laden with coal. 

365. Did you supply ships laden with salt or pota- 
toes } There were not more than ten or twelve of those 

altogether. On account of that there are four large 
steam cranes erected on the quays now, and they dis- 
charge the cargoes, which does away with our duties. 
The salt comes into port now in blocks, a great number 
of which are weighed in our weigh-honses. I supplied 
myself for the last twelvemonths 1,812 ships with 
plant ; and I superintended the discharge of these 1,812 
ships, and I had to supply all the beams and weights. 

366. Did they pay you? — No, the collector, Mr. 


Charles Palgrave, collects all these fees in the Custom 
House, and it forms a portion of the borough fund to 
close on £5,000 a year. 

367. Mr. Curtin . — You mistake ; it only comes to 
about £2,200. Mr. Palgrave is the collector, and his 
duty is to pay into the city treasurer’s office the amount 
he collects ; and in the aggregate, or at least on an 
average, the yearly amount does not exceed £2,200. 

368. Chairman* — I s not £144 7s. 21'/. of this amount 
in respect of the fees payable to the water-bailiffs t 

Mr. Labor . — It is ; the Lord Mayor does not 
get any portion of this now. Under the old system, 
when the water-bailiffs were paid their fees in respect 
of the duties performed by them, in the last quarter 
the fees amounted to" £387 between them. Then in 
lieu of all these fees theyget a fixed salary of £200 a year. 


DUBI.IN. 
April 25,1877. 
Mr. Murphy. 


Mr. Murphy’s examination resumed. 


Mr. Murphy. 


369. Chairman. — Do you and your colleague act as 
arbitrators between buyers and sellers in the cases of dis- 
pute, which ai-e not otherwise submitted to arbitration ? 

Yes ; there ai’e disputes about the quality of the 

coals, and about the weighing of the coals, and we act 
as arbitrators. 

370. Are you engaged upon the quays? — Yes, on 
the quays, as well as supplying the plant. 

371. What number of hours a day are you so en- 
gaged ? — From about niue in the morning until six in 
the evening. 

372. Are you engaged eveiy day ? — Every day in 
the year. 

373. Are you both engaged ? — Sometimes Mr. Byrne 
has not been able to attend ; he is an old man of eighty. 

374. Chairman. — (Reads) : — 

“ The officers are bound to attend the office in person, and they 
severally remain on the quay, or are there from sunrise to sunset.” 

Are you the inspector of the weigh-honses? — Yes. 

375. And have you charge of the weighing of the 
coals, &c. ? — Those are extra duties ; I receive no extra 
salary for that. 

37*6. Have those been added to your duties recently ? 
— They have. 

377. Mr. Lalor. — There is a cooper employed in the 


yard to make and repair the tubs, and Mr. Murphy 
sees the 3 r are properly done. 

378. Witness . — I have effected a saving of £80 a 
year to the Corporation by superintending the making 
of the tubs. 

379. Mr. M‘Evoy here suggested the examination of 
Mr. Tedcastle, coal merchant, Dublin, who he said 
was not in attendance as he did not wish to give evi- 
dence without being summoned. 

3S0. Chairman. — Can you give me the nature of 
the evidence of Mr. Tedcastle? 

Mr. M‘Evoy . — I think it will be shown that thei-e 
has been a great change in the matter of dealing in 
coals. The coal merchants now get in their coals 
from their steamers or huge ships and do not require 
these tubs and scales. 

381. Witness . — There are only two steamers of Mr. 
Tedcastle’s, Mr. M'Evoy, that do not use our tubs. 
They pitch the coal on the quays, and do not bring it 
iu to he weighed inside. 

382. Mr. M‘Evoy . — Here is another person present 
who can give evidence on these points in Messrs. 
Tedcastle’s absence — Mr. Altman. 

383. Chairman.- — V cry well, if he has any material 
evidence to give hearing on the water-bailiffs’ duties I 
shall he happy to hear him. 


Mr. Albert Altman examined. 


384. Chairman. — Have you been able to form any 
opinion as to whether or not the duties performed by 
the water bailiffs in supplying this plant to the coal 
ships is as much required as it was some years ago ? — 
It is certainly not required. 

385. Why? — They provide their own weights. 

386. Who supply their own weights ? — Messrs. 
Tedcastle have their own weights, and bring in nearly 
all their coal in their own steamers. 

387. Are Messrs. Tedcastle the largest coal mer- 
chants in Dublin? — They are reputed to he. 

3S8. Do you say they do not avail themselves of 
the weights supplied by the water-bailiffs ? — I know as 
a matter of fact they do not. 

389. Is it not required that they should he supplied 
to all persons discharging coals on the quays 1 

Mr. Lalor. — The rule is, if merchants discharge 
their cargo into their own stores, they are bound to 
use the Corporation weights. If they wish to avail 
themselves of the Corporation scales, the Corporation 
are bound to give them ; hut you cannot force a man 
to make use of a convenience for which he has to pay. 

390. Mr. Murphy. — It is only in the case of two 
steamers which dischaige without weighing that 
Messrs. Tedcastle do not use the scales. 

391. Chairman (to Witness). — Is this what you 
mean to say — that in consequence of the large 
quantity of coals now coming into Dublin by steamers, 
and Messrs. Tedcastle, the largest coal merchants 
having taken to bring in their coals by their steam 
vessels they do not require the services of the 
water-bailiffs ? — Not to the same extent as formerly. 


392. What is your business, Mr. Altman? Are you 
a coal merchant? — No ; I am a salt merchant. The 
Corporation have three ouucels or weighing machines, 
on Eden-quay, Burgh-quay, and City-quay ; and there 
have been some disputes recently concerning the 
accuracy of these weighing machines. It is not 
believed they are accurate to the same extent as 
formerly. I tested the accuracy of these machines. 
On the 20th of March I had a cargo of salt. I loaded a 
dray with block salt, and went with the drayman to 
see that nothing escaped on the road from one weigh- 
bridge to the other. The first sets it down as 35f cwt . ; 
I come to Burgh-quay, and it is 36 cwt. in the gross ; 
on City-quay the gross is 30£ cwt. Again, in the 
tare: — the first man says S cwt. 0 qrs. 14 lbs., the next 
8 cwt. 1 qr., and the next 8 cwt. 1 qr. 14 lbs. They all 
disagree in the tare. 

393. Mr. Murphy. — That has nothing to do with us, 
Mr. Altman. 

394. Witness. — Oh, it has ; you are the supervisors. 

395. Mr. Murphy. — We are not. 

396. Chairman. — Was not the last duty imposed on 
you, Mr. Murphy, to see to the weighing on these quays ? 

Mr. Murphy. — To check the blocks, that’s all. 

397. Witness. — Mr. Murphy has stated he goes 
round and superintends the discharging of cargoes. I 
have brought in thirty cargoes of salt and have been at 
the discharge of every cargo of my freight, and Mr. 
Murphy’s presence has never been seen from morning 
till night. 

398. Mr. Murphy (to Chairman). — That is an 

untruth. 

2 H 2 


Mr. Albert 
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399. Chairman' (to witness). — How long have you 
been in trade as a salt merchant ! — Five years. 

400. Have you availed yourself of the plant supplied 
by Mi’. Murphy ! — It is not our duty ; it is the duty 
of the captain of the vessel, and he generally does it. 

401. Have the captains of vessels bringing in your 
salt generally availed themselves of the plant supplied 
by the water-bailiffs during those five years of your 
experience ? — Sometimes ; they say they have not the. 
propel’ tubs for salt, which causes inconvenience, and 
causes a lot to be spilled. 

402. Have you complained in consequence of that 
to the water-bailiffs 1 — I have gone over on three differ- 
ent occasions, and they said they could not help it — 
that they had no others. 

403. Was that within the last twelve months ? — One 
occasion was within the last twelve months. 

404. Was Mi’. Murphy the person you then saw in 
the water-bailiff’s department! — No. 

405. Did you never see Mr. Murphy or Mr. Byrne 
on the quays ! — I have seen Mr. Murphy occasionally; 
but it is only within the last twelve months, I think, 
I knew him as a water-bailiff at all. 

406. Until you saw him, how could you tell whether 
or not he was on the quays ! — Because, knowing him 
since then, I have a distinct recollection he never came 
on board any vessel of mine. 

• 407. Do you speak positively, howevei’, from the 
time you knew him by sight !— I speak positively of 
the thirty cargoes I brought in. 

408. Have those been brought in within the last 
five years 1 — Yes. 

409. Can you say you never saw him on board 
those vessels 1 — Yes. 

410. Nor his colleague Mr. Byrne ! — Yes. 


411. Mr. Lalor (to witness). — Have the cargoes been 
discharged on the quays! — Yes. 

412. Mr. Lalor.-— Not in the Custom House!— For 
the last two years in the Custom House. 

413. Mr. Lalor ( to the Chairman). — The Corporation 
have no authority in the Custom House ; it is in private 
docks, not on the quays. 

414. Chairman.— But what lie says is this— that lie 
lias been supplied with the weights aH'througk. 

415. Mr. Lalor. — I am afraid there must°be a mis- 
take. They have often gone to them in the Custom 
House, but never got them. 

416. Chairman (to witness). — You say the weights 
have been supplied by the Corporation. Was tins done 
by the water-bailiffs or by their deputies 1 — They were 
given on the City-quay. 

417. TIow did you become acquainted with Mr. 
Murphy’s personal appearance! — Since the accuracy 
of those machines has been disputed. Mr. Murphy 
was only pointed out to me nearly six weeks a«o by 
Mr. Carter, one of the weighmasters, as a water-bailiff. 
I knew his appearance some months previous to that 

41 8. I thought you said just now you had known 
him as a water-bailiff only about twelve months. 
How can you undertake to say he lias never been 
at the discharge of any cargo of yours. Can you under- 
take to say none have been on any of your vessels 
except those connected with the ship 1 — I can under- 
take to say that. 

419. Mr. Martin. — There is one question I would 
like to ask, Mr. Chairman, whether the weights he 
received from the water-bailiff’s deputies were accurate l 

420. Witness. — We never test them ; we take it for 
granted they are correct. 

421. You have never tested them! — Never; there 
is no means of doing it. 


Mr. Murphy’s examination resumed. 


422. Chairman. — Now, Mr. Murphy, you have 
heard the evidence given by the last witness. Can 
you say whether or not, you have ever been on board 
any of his vessels 1 — If lie mentions any vessel with 
salt, I can swear that I have. 

423. Will yon undertake to say that every vessel 
which has discharged a cargo of salt since you have 
been water-bailiff has been visited by you ! — Except 
vessels which have discharged with the steam-crane, 
and do not weigh it out; or with block salt, with 
which several vessels come in and do not weigh it out, 
and with which I have no authority whatever. I 
should wish, too, to say, sir, as regards the weighing 
machines, this gentleman (indicating Mr. Altman), 
was brought up by the clei-lc of the markets, and lined 
by the Lord Mayor in the sum of .£5, for having an 
incorrect weighing machine; and to make a case before 
the Lord Mayor, lie brings a load of salt round to each 
weighing machine. I had the weights tested by the 
clerk of the market, and they were quite correct. 

424. I am informed that no vessel comes in ex- 
clusively with block salt ; is that so 1 — I have known 
some — indeed several. 

425. Mr. Altman . — There was onlyone case occurred 
within the last two years. 

426. Chairman (to Mr. Murphy ). — Can you under- 
take to say, absolutely, that every vessel that has dis- 
charged a cargo of salt on the quays has been visited 
,by you in person 1 — I will swear to that. 

427. Because it is, you know, part of your duty to 
discharge your office in person. Where is your new 
office! — No. 9, City-quay. 


42S. Is there any weighing machine at your office! 
—No. 

429. Was it after Mr. Altman was fined by the 
Lord Mayor that he took round this loud of salt to the 
citv weighing machines! — Yes. 

430. Mr. M‘Evoy. — I would like to give some evidence 
as to the financial part of these water-bailiffs’ duties. 
This report that I hold in my hand is a report made 
by Alderman Joynt in 1867. 

431. Do you wish to put in tliis report of Alderman 
Joynt in evidence 1 — I would, to show the working of 
the system in the financial point of view. 

432. That is not one of the matters referred to us. 
What we have got to inquire into is : — what the duties 
of these officers are, and what are then’ salaries. If 
you wish to put in that report of Alderman J oynt we 
will take a note of it, and look it over to see if it has 
any hearing on the questions referred to us. But 
first tell me what was done upon that report. Was 
this a report made by him officially to the Corporation 1 
—Yes. 

433. Was there any action taken on it by the Cor- 
poration ! — Oh, tliei-e was ; the result was the removal 
of Mr. Reilly, who had been water bailiff up to that 
time. 

434. Mr. Lawless. — You see we have not got to 
inquire into the conduct of the officers at all. 

435. Mr. M‘Evoy. — The present system of paying 
the water bailiffs by salaries, works out’ a greater loss 
to the city than the old system of paying by fees. 

436. Chairman. — If you can work that out I can 
take your evidence on that, if you wish to give it. 


Mr. M'Evov examined. 


437. Chairman. — How do you show that paying 
the water bailiffs by salary works a loss to the Corpo- 
ration! — I have worked the figures out in the city 
accounts. The water bailiffs were formerly remune- 
rated by fees — they are now paid by salary. 

438. But their salary is very much less than they 
would formerly have got by fees which now go into the 
public purse of the Corporation for the benefit of the 


citizens !— The total cost of the water bailiffs’ depart- 
ment in 1869 was £679— that included everything 
connected with the department. In 1875 the cos w 
£960. An ex-officer gets £100 a year. 

439. How did the ex-officer come to get £100 a yeari 
Mi'. Lalor . — He was superannuated. 

Mr. M‘Evoy. —Under the old system, if they superan- 
nuated an officer they should do so at their own expens 
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440. Chairman. — If you can sliow me that they are 
losing under the present system you are perfectly en- 
titled to do so ? — Taking the whole cost of the office in 
1875 , at £960, against a revenue of £774, including 
water bailiffs’, chapman, and guild fees. 

441. I wish to ascertain what the duties of the 
citv officers and their salaries are. "We have had 
evidence as to the non-attendance of the water bailiff, 
but that has been contradicted by Mr. Murphy. 
If vou consider that under the present system a loss, 
in a financial point of view, has been sustained by the 
Corporation you can do so, but I can t make out how 
you arrive at it. Can you show me that the salaries are 
in excess of the fees, and that the Corporation are put to 
certain expense in pro vidingthese weights and measures! 

Mr. 2f‘Evoy . — The accounts will show that. 

442. Chairman. — Make out for me by to-morrow, 
if you can, the cost of supplying the tubs, and keeping 
those weights and measures in repair during the past 
eight months. 

443. Chairman (to Mr. Murphy ). — At the outset 
was Mr. Cooper paid by you ? 

Mr. Murphy. — Yes, sir. 

444. Chairman.— That is £53. Had you anything 
to do with the life-buoys!— Nothing, nor with the 
weigh-houses. 

445. Did you provide for the advertisements! — No, 

446. Did you pay rents of any premises ? — No ; I 
was not there under the old system. 


447. £164 2s. id. seems to be the outgoing during Dcbmn. 
the past year, which would have been formerly paid 4prg35,i877. 
by the water bailiffs, and that is about the difference Mr m'Evov. 
between the receipts and the salaries. 

448. A report on the coal trade, made by the Eight 
Honorable William Lane Joynt, Lord Mayor of Dub- 
lin in 1867, and addressed to the Corporation of Dub- 
lin, was produced. 

449. Mr. M’Evoy, in reply to the Chairman, said it 
was a private report made by the Lord Mayor, and he 
believed the Corporation acted on it. 

450. Chairman. — Can you show me any action 
taken on that report by the Corporation 1 

Mr. M'Evoy (to Mr. Martin). — Don’t you know, as 
a matter of fact, that it was acted on 1 

Mr. Martin . — I was in the Corporation at the time, 
and I objected to expenditure of money on the weigh - 
house. The Lord Mayor said it should be done for 
the public benefit. Under the present law the coals 
were to be weighed, and we have got them weighed in 
bags of ten stone each. 

451. Chairman. — Has there been any action taken 
on that report ? 

Mr. Martin . — I think the weigh-houses have been 
erected in consequence of Lord Mayor J oynt’s report. 

452. Mr. Murphy, in reply to the Chairman, said 
they had no weighing machine at their office. He 
said that they were frequently called on to arbitrate ; 
scarcely a week passed that he was not called on to do 
so. 


Mr. Francis Dowling, High Constable and Billet-master, examined. 


453. Chairman. — Have you any emoluments besides 
your salary of £100 a year? — None. 

454. Yon say you are obliged to attend the billet 
office, not knowing what time you may be called on. 
Have you much to do as billetmaster ? — Very little. 

455. Is not the barrack accommodation so large as 
to render it unnecessary to billet troops ! — The mili- 
tary authorities think so. 

456. So that your duties as billetmaster are nearly 
nominal? — They are. 

457. Your duties as high constable are to wait on 
the Lord Mayor, attend him on his rounds at the pub- 
lic markets, at levees, balls, and on all public occasions, 
to provide military bands when he gives a banquet, 
and to see that no improper exhibitions take place. 
These are all your duties 1 — Yes. 

458. Mr. Thomas 2t‘Donncll informed the Chairman 
that the receipts of the office of water bailiff tor the 
four quarters ending August, 1S75, amounted to £735. 

459. Chairman. — Under the old system they would 
have to pay £164 2s. id. out of their own pockets. 
The receipts were £735, which would have gone into 
the pockets of the water bailiffs under the old system, 
OtU of which they would have had to pay £164 2s. id., 

o that the balance is in favour of tile Corporation. 


still be a gain to the Corporation. 

460. Chairman (to Mr. M'Evoy ). — There are two 
gentlemen, you say, superannuated — Mr. Rogerson and 
Mi-. Reilly? 

Mr. M’Evoy . — If these gentlemen were to be re- 
moved under the old system they would be superan- 
nuated at the expense of the existing water bailiffs’ fees. 

461. Chairman (to Mr. Martin ). — Under the old 


system, when they were paid with fees, would these 
superannuated officers have been entitled to compen- 
sation out of the borough rate ? 

Mr. Martin. — Mr. Byrne was elected in 1S42. 
The Messrs. Rogerson and Blacker were superannuated 
at fixed sums. It was arranged that the new bailiffs 
should buy tubs, weights, and scales, and out of the 
fees that the water bailiffs should be paid. One of them 
died, and Mr. Slevin was appointed and he died. Ulti- 
mately Mr. John Reilly was appointed. On that occa- 
sion it was arranged that they should be paid by salary. 

462. Mr. Lawless read the following. (See page 
79 of the report on the water bailiff ! s office) — 

“ Jlr. Byrne was elected in 1S42, tlie Council ordering that 
the new officers should, out of the fees, pay compensation of the 
the retiring officers, Messrs. Kogersun and Blacker. In ISoQ, Mr. 
Slovin died, and Mr. Reilly was elected. Council made an order 
that the water bailiffs in future should he paid by ftxed salary. As 
- this order involved a serious loss prospectively to Mr. Byrne, and as 
lie was advised by Mr. Fitzgibbon that the Councileould not legally 
interfere with liis rights, lie protested against the change, but was 
coerced into submission under the threatof dismissal, f he salary of 
the officers is £200 a year each." 

463. Chairman.— £246 and £564 would be £810. 

464. Mi-. Lawless.— The receipts were £73o. 

465. Chairman.— This £735 would go into the 


sotliattue Daiance is m iavour oi ine uorporauon. ...... - n n,™ 

If you add £164 to the £400 salaries, there would pockets of tlie water bai iffs, but the Coiporarion have 

- to pay £246 compensation to Messrs. Rogerson and 

Reilly as long as they live, which would have been 
paid out of the water bailiffs’ fees if they coutmned 
to be paid by fees. Then there is £464 outgoings 
paid out of the Corporation fund. These sums, with 
£400 salaries amount to £810, whereas only £735 is 
received by the Corporation. There is a dead loss 
therefore, taking this compensation into account, of £/ o. 


Mr. Francis 
Dowling. 


April 26, 1S77. 

(Before Mr. Corbett, Chairman). 


Mr. Francis Morgan examined. 


466. Chairman. — You are law and land agent of 
the Corporation? — Yes. 

467. How long! — Since March, 1842. First of all 
I was law agent, and since 1854 I have enjoyed the 
double position. 

468. I suppose as land agent you are fully cognisant, 


since 1854, of all the dealings with the corporate pro- 
perty ]__I may say nothing has passed unknown to me. 
This, perhaps, would he the proper time to mention 
that ’there has been lately an irregularity in taking the 
business from No. 3 committee, which is the proper 
department for the management of the corporate pro- 


Mr. Francis- 
Morgan. 
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Mr. Francis 
Morgan. 


perty. Latterly they have taken individual cases to a 
committee of the whole house, which has given rise to 
great irregularities, as they have frequently been sent 
back to the committee. 

469. By the by-law of 1851, was not all the pro- 
perty as it fell in to be put up to public auction 1 — 
Yes. 

470. What was the practice prior to that 1 ! — There 
was no fixed practice, except that we advertised the 
property, and the lease committee made an inspection 
of the place so as to put a value upon it. No. 3 com- 
mittee was the lease committee. 

471. Then prior to 1851 there was no defined prac- 
tice ? — No, they simply advertised the property, and 
the committee inspected the premises. 

47 2. Do you mean to say the committee went there 
for the purpose of valuing the property? — Yes ; at 
least for the purpose of forming an opinion of their own 
upon the value of it. The inspection of the property 
was sometimes omitted. It was always advertised to 
be put up to publie bidding. From 1844 to 1854 it 
was the custom during that time for the gentlemen to 
sit round the table and open the written proposals. 

473. Am I to take it that from 1844 to the passing 
of the by-law in 1851, the practice was to instruct you 
to issue advertisements, when the committee who had 
charge of the leasing would generally go to view the 
premises for the purpose of valuing them, after which, 
upon receiving written tendei-s, in answer to your adver- 
tisements, they would sit and decide upon them? — Yes, 
precisely. 

474. Was it originally referred to you in the first 
instance to put a value on the property ? — I took care 
to examine the property myself, and to send in a report 
as to what rent it ought to bring. That was the prac- 
tice previous to 1854. 

475. Previous to that tune were they in the habit 
of getting the property valued by any professional 
valuators ? — Oil, no ; they did not do so. As long as 
I remember the property was let by public tender. 
This competition was sometimes mischievous — persons 
attended the biddings in order to get bribes. The 
system worked tolerably well, but poisons were known 
to come up to parties who wanted to get the property 
and say to them that they would bid against them, and 
even in the room they were seen to get money not to 
bid. 

476. Was it one of the causes that actuated the com- 
mittee in getting the alteration of the by-law last year i 
—No ; the alteration of the by-law last year was a 
-natter of necessity, as it was felt we could not get on, 
that our wheels would become clogged. I wanted to 
have the by-law repealed as regarded the letting by 
auction, but the town clerk was of a different opinion, 
and suggested the alteration of the by-law. 

477. If you had repealed the letting by auction what 
would have been your suggestion ?— My suggestion 
would be to return to public biddings. 

478. And how do you distinguish between public 
biddings and public auctions ? — There is no distinction. 

479. Then why would you repeal the by-law? — 
Because there were twenty-six valuable houses about 
to fall out of lease. These houses had been rendered 
of great value by the occupying tenants, and it was 
considered a great injustice to subject these persons to 
the test of an auction. A memorial was prepared to 
the Lords of the Treasury to have these eases dealt with 
by a different mode of valuation, to have a Govern- 
ment valuator or a professional valuator to put a value 
on the premises. What I proposed will appear in a 
written report which I prepared, in which I pointed 
out how those cases should be dealt with. 

480. What I understand you to say is this, that 
you would desire to adhere to the practice of putting 
up the property to public competition, except in those 
exceptional case3 of the houses that are about to fall 
out of lease in Grafton-street and Suffolk-street, which 
had been greatly increased in value by the occupying 
tenants ; that in your opinion it would not be fair to 
expose them to public competition by auction, but that 
a valuation should be made either by a Government 


valuator, or by some other approved mode of ascertain- 
ing the value, and that then the occupying tenants 
should have the option of getting a new lease upon 
that valuation if the Corporation were satisfied that it 
represented the actual value? — Precisely; that there 
should be an open way of obtaining the value. 

4S1. That is what you would have substituted for 
the old by-law? — Yes. My proposal is in writin". 
The suggestions I made are in writing. (See Appendix. 
No. 15, p. 367.) 

482. I should like to see those suggestions ? — Thev 
were to the effect that I urged the necessity of procur- 
ing the repeal of the 55 th by-law, and memorializin'' 
for assent of the Treasury to graut a rentcharge to each 
person entitled to profit rent pending duration of 
present interest. 

483. In what way do your proposals differ from the 
amended by-law? — That by-law renders necessary so ' 
many applications to the Treasury, that I believe they 
will ultimately refuse to attend to them. There wiil 
be 300 leases to be made out upon one property, and 
in all these separate memorials will have to go to the 
Treasury. The delay in getting an answer from the 
Treasury is very great and sometimes the reply is 
very unsatisfactory. 

484. Chairman. — (Having read 55th by-law.) 
— Would you agree to all that is here with the exception 
of the reference to the Lords of the Treasury ? — Oh, I 
don : t object in the least to a reference to them ; but I. 
object to go to them on every small matter. What I 
say is, that an established mode of valuation would he 
desirable — it would relieve members of the council 
from any importunity with regard to these properties 
or being canvassed to act in a particular way. My 
opinion is, that the Treasury should appoint some 
recognised tribunal to value these properties, whose 
decision would be recognised as final. 

4S5. You consider that there should be a competent 
valuator regularly appointed, and better still, that he 
should be appointed by the Lords of the Treasury?— 
Decidedly. 

486. What you do demur to is the subsequent refe- 
rence in each instance to the Lords of the Treasury ? — 
Yes ; upon every small matter. My construction of 
the by-law upon that point is, that we find it neces- 
sary to go on the smallest fiddle-faddle to the Lords 
of the Treasury — that it takes three months before a 
memorial can be sent off, and one mouth before we 
get an answer. 

487. Previous to the amendment of the by-law, was it 
the custom of the committee who then had charge of 
the leasing of the property to refer the highest bidding to 
you for a report before it was accepted? — After the 
biddings took place, I generally furnished a report as 
to the parties who had bid— wlio they were, and what 
they were ; and I also stated what, in my opinion, was 
the value of the property, and then left it with the 
committee to decide what course they would adopt. 

485. If they were substantial parties, then you 
would, if they offered the full value, recommend them 
to be adopted as tenants ? — Sometimes they were very 
objectionable parties who offered, but if they were 
eligible parties who offered, and that they proposed to 
give the full value, or what I considered the fair value, 
I recommended their proposal to be accepted. If they 
did not offer the full value, and that I thought the 
Corporation would suffer by the transaction, then I 
recommended its rejection. 

489. Your report, therefore, in the case of Mr. 
Dockrell, was not an exceptional one ? — By no means ; 
and I should hope Mr. Dockrell is of the same opinion. 
I could not have the slightest objection to Mr. Dock- 
rell, but I did not think he offered the fair value ot 
the premises. 

490. Mi-. Dockrell. — I think I may now hand in a 

document to show what my feelings with regard to 
Mr. Morgan were. _ . 

491. Chairman. — As I said yesterday, it is a pity 
to impute motives where perhaps none exist. 

492. Witness.— So far as the imputation is made 
that there was an objection on my part to Mr. Doc 
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rell I can safely say it is without foundation. It was 
stated that I went behind the back of Mr. Dockrell 
:ind set this up twice. Now, I am able to show that 
I had an order of the Committee for everything I did. 

I have known Mr. Dockrell for years, and I have not 
the slightest objection to him, and could not have, and 
no one could have. 

493. Mr. Dockrell. — A very serious imputation was 
laid to my charge at the Council by Mr. Morgan. We 
had a public correspondence upon the matter, and I 
am happy to say that public opinion was in my favour. 

I may now state that shortly after the letting by pub- 
lic auction, when Alderman Durdin, Lord Mayor at 
the time, had declaimed me the highest bidder, Mr. 
Morgan drew up his contract, and got me to sign it, 
and to pay the deposit. 

494. Witness. — Now, if we are to go into these 
small matters, I am prepared to upset all this. 

495. Chairman. — Mr. Dockrell, you yesterday got 
an opportunity of explaining why it was the Commit- 
tee accepted your offer for this property. If you wish 
to make a further explanation, after hearing Mr. Mor- 
gan, I shall give you an opportunity of doing so. 
What I am now inquiring into is whether, after the 
property had been put up to auction, and the highest 
bidding received, it was an exceptional course for Mr. 
Morgan to recommend it to be put up again, or whe- 
ther he was not in the habit of advising tbe Commit- 
tee to the effect, whenever he considered the highest 
biddin" should not be accepted. He states it was not 
an exceptional course, but his usual and customary 

49G. Witness. — When the premises were first put 
up I considered the bidding did not amount to the fair 
lettin" value, and, therefore, I recommended that it 
should not be accepted. 

497. And were you expected by the Council to say 
so iu your import ? — Yes, and I did so. I have my 
written report here. 

498. It .was stated yesterday that although it was 
customary for you to make a report to the Committee 
upon these biddings, and for them to act upon that 
report, it was not usual, when a person had made a 
bidding, and that bidding was so far accepted that a 
deposit was paid, that the property should be put up a 
second time to auction. Can you give us any expla- 
nation of how it was that after Mr. Dockrell had signed 
the agreement, and paid £5 deposit, the property was 
again put-up to auction! 

499. Mr. Dockrell. — I am prepared to give my 
sworn testimony to that effect. 

500. Witness. — I don’t question for a moment but 
that Mr. Dockrell fully believes that, but luckily I 
have everything in black and white, and that is better 
than anyone’s memory. 

501. Chairman. — The explanation we want from 
you is this : why, if Mr. Dockrell signed the agree- 
ment and paid the deposit, the property was again put 
up to auction! — When it was first put up it was with- 
drawn for insufficiency of bidding. 

502. Was that the time that Mr. Dockrell offered 
the £10 for each house !— He was the only bidder. 

503. Did or did not Mr. Dockrell at your request 
or with your knowledge sign an agreement for those 
houses at £10 a year each, and pay £5 deposit? — He 
may have done so on a subsequent day. 

504. Was it before or after it was put up the second 
time for auction, that Mr. Dockrell paid the £5 deposit ? 
— I fancy it was after they were put up a second time 
— indeed, I am sure the deposit would not be received 
from him, except it was to be a final transaction. 

505. Would it be received by yon? — It would be 
received by tlie treasurer upon my requisition. 

50G. Was it before or after Burke bad offered the 
£12. Burke offered £12 each for the two houses, and 
you reported against the acceptance of that? — I did 
not report against the acceptance of that. The second 
bidding was brought forward for the consideration of 
the committee. This is my report, dated 27th July, 
1872 : — 


“27tli July, 1872. 

Ground Nos. 47 and 48, Lower Steplien-street — late John Holmes's 
holdings — A.R. 335 and 368. 

“ Mr. William Burke, who had upon 20th inst. bid £12 per year 
each for both the above lots called at my office on 25th inst., accom- 
panied by his solicitor. Mr. Colclough, and stated that he would 
accept leases of these lots at £15 per year each, provided that Mr. 
Dockrell, t who had occupied the stables in the rere as under- 
tenant to the late John Holmes, would accept a sub-lease of the 
same portion from him (Mr. Burke) at £12. Mr. Burke signed 
a letter to that effect, which I forwarded to Mr. Dockrell, who 
replied by letter declining that proposition. Mr. Burke has this 
day called at my office, and proposed to take a lease of both lots 
at £15 each, signed letters of proposal, and deposited £7 10*. as 
one-fourth of the last year’s rent £30, for both lots. Mr. B urke has 
lately erected a well-built new cottage, in which he resides in Upper 
Dom'inick-street. I believe him to he an industrious tradesman, 
and I recommend his proposal to he reported to the Council for 
acceptance. 

“ Francis Morgan.” 


Dublin. 
April 20.187 

Mr. Francis 
Morgan. 


507. That recites that Burke had. paid £7 10s. de- 
posit. I want to know whether before that Mr. 
Dockrell had paid £5 deposit? — I am quite sure 
he had not. 1 would not have taken it. I have here 
a further report to the committee, dated 3rd August, 
1872, which was as follows : — 

“ 3rd August, 1872. 

“To the Chairman and Gentlemen of Committee No. 8. 


“ Report of Francis Morgan, Law and Land Agent. 

“ Late A. R. 335 and 368— John Holmes’s holdings, No. 47 and 48, 

• Lower Slephen’s-street. 

“Adverting to my report of 27th tilt., and your committee's 
minute thereon of same date, I have further to report that 1 had by 
h i ter of 29th ult. apprised Mr. Thomas Dockrell, t.c. of the substance 
of your committee's minute of 27th ult., and returned to Mr. Dockrell 
his' two written forms of agreement, dated 29th June last, and his 
cheque in favour of city treasurer for £5 deposit of one-fourth on 
his biddings of £10 each, made on tlie latter date for both the above 
lots of ground on building lease for seventy-live years. The two 
forms of agreement and cheque have been sent back to me with a 
let ter from Messrs Holley and Watson as solicitors for Mr. Dockrell, 
will reserve to himself the right to act as lie may he advised. I 
have also apprised Mr. William Burke, who had bid £12 per year for 
each of said lots at auction, and subsequently proposed £15 fur each, 
of your committee’s decision of 27th ult. Mr. Burke cnllcd at my 
office yesterday, and signed a receipt for his deposit money £7 10*., 
which I then returned to him at his own request. 

•• I have further to report that upon the 2nd inst. I attended to 
inspect the above holdings, accompanied by Mr. John Glinn, Clerk 
of Corporation Works, with a view to ascertain whether if the two 
front houses Nos. 47 and 4S, Lower Steplien’s-stroet should he taken 
down, and their materials piled at the expense of the Corporation 
previous to tlie ground being again advertised for reletting on build- 
ing leases, tlie old materials would repay the expenses of removal. 
Mr. Glinn upon that occasion stated to me his opinion that tlie judi- 
cious expenditure of about £300 in permanent outside repairs of 
botli front houses, including new dry slating of each would render 
them sufficiently staunch to be let on lease for thirty-one years. I 
have therefore since conferred with Mr. J. S. Butler, City Architect, 
who concurs with Mr. Glinn in opinion generally as to the expense 
and efficacy of such outside repairs, viz. : — 

“No. 47, being in better order than No. 48, will cost £100. 

“ No. 48, being more dilapidated will cost £200. 

- 1 have no doubt that if put into repair— 

“ No. 47 would relet at from £32 to £3G. 

“No. 48 do. do. £28 to £32. 


“And that the stables at the rere as late in occupation of Mr. 
Dockrell as under-tenant to the late John Holmes, would relet sepa- 
rately from £10 to £13 per year on lease for thirty-one years. 
According to the opinion of the Eight Honorable A. Brewster, Q.c , 
obtained in 1862, the Corporation can with consent of the Council 
legallv apply the borough fund in repairing and sustaining tene- 
ments' similar to the above coming into their actual possession upon 
termination or eviction of leases. I therefore advise the exercise of 
thatpower by your committee'sdirecting the city architect to furnish 
a specification of the outside repairs necessary to sustain each of the 
two Houses Nos. 47 and 48, Lower Stephen’s-street for thirty-one years, 
anil also state the probable expense of such repairs ; that same he 
made with sanction of the Council by contract after public advertise- 
ment, or with greater certainty and celerity under direction of your 
clerk of works, and that your committee may fix such sum not less 
than £10 per year for reletting the two stables in rere of Nos. 47 and 
48 ns lately in occupation of Mr. Dockrell, in ease lie shall propose 
to accept a' lease of same for thirty-one years from 25th March last 

rent to commence from 1st June last, Mr. Dockreil's tenancy for 

six months, pending redemption, having expired on 27th May last, 
siuce when he has remained in charge as caretaker for the Corpora- 
tion • hut if your committee shall not recommend the houses to be 
repaired, and let for thirty-one years, I adhere to the opinion 
expressed in my report of Gth June last, that the ground comprised 
in each of the above lots is worth £15 each on building lease for 
seventy-five years, with right of passage. 
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Dublin. 
April ili , 1877. 
Mr. Francis 


“Note.— M r. Dockrell has constructed a strong gate, fastened 
on the inside, across the common laneway under the house No. 40, 
Lower Stephen-street, at a distance of about sixty-three feet from 
the front flagway, aud so inclosed the southern portion of the laneway 
and passage to the rere of the houses Nos. 47 and 4S. If Mr. Dockrell 
shall not become tenant to the Corporation his gate must be removed 
about thirty feet southwards, or constant passage given through it 
“ Francis Morgan." 


and then bid £10 ; and I told the committee at the 
time that the bidding was insufficient. 

521. The biddings are made in the Council Chamber? 
— Yes. 

522. He being the only bidder at the time, did you 
then express your opinion that his bidding «*. 
insufficient? — I did. 


508. Witness. — Mr. Dockrell sent in a cheque along 
with his proposal. Each wore in my opinion irregular, 
aud both were refused aud returned. He knew that 
he had friends in the house able to carry him through 
it. I mean to say, that he considered £10 a year for 
each house, with what he intended to lay out upon the 
premises, and what he has already laid out, was a very 
ample offer ; hut I differed with him in opinion, and 
it was my duty if I did not agree with him to report 
accordingly to the committee. The result has been 
nothing to be regretted. He has built substantial 
stores and buildings, and improved the property very 
materially. 

509. The result, you say, is that the Corporation 
have not suffered by letting the premises to Mr. 
Dockrell? — I consider then - estate has not been in- 
jured in any way by letting it to Mr. Dockrell. 

510. Are you quite clear that his deposit was not 
paid when he made his first proposal ? — He may have 
sent in his cheque with his proposal, but that is not 
finally accepting it at all. The deposit is sometimes 
paid, and a conditional receipt given by tbe treasurer 
until tbe offer is confirmed by the Council. 

511. Mr. Doch-ell. — Mr. Morgan will, I am sure 
recollect, tbat he had an interview with me in my 
house in George!s-street, that immediately after the 
first auction he got me to sign an agreement and to 
sign a cheque for £5, which I handed to him. 

512. Witness. — As to getting you to sign an agree- 
ment or a cheque, I don’t think you are a mere 
machine in business that is to he got to do anything 
except what you wish. I remember very well going 
to your house after the first auction and telling you that 
I intended recommending the committee not to accept 
your offer as I considered the bidding was insufficient. 

513. Chairman. — Fi^st of all, Mr. Dockrell says 
he signed an agreement, and gave a deposit of £5 as 
the quarter of the first year’s rout, which you say if 
it were accepted would be binding. It is quite clear 
by this letter that Mr. Dockrell sent in a £5 cheque ? 

Witness. — Mr. Dockrell sent in a proposal and 
signed a cheque for £5, aud both were returned as 
insufficient. 

514. What I want to know is, whether or not you 
informed Mr. Dockrell at the time of his bidding 
being considered insufficient, because he says the 
cheque was given to you ? — If Mr. Dockrell recollects 
that as a fact I will admit it. 


523. Was there any deposit paid at that time i 

No. 

524. Mr. DockreU: — -No, it was subsequent to that 
that Mr. Morgan got me to sign the agreement and pav 
the deposit. 

525. Witness. — You use the expression “got” ms 
to sign. I don’t understand how I could get you to do 
anything you did not desire to do. I went to your 
house believing you would have paid £15, which I 
considered to be the value of the premises, aud when 
you wovdd not agree to do that I went away. 

526. Chairman. — The point which I thought re- 
quired explanation was how the committee came to 
give the go-by to both Mr. Burke’s offers of £12 and 
£15, and let the premises to Mr. Dockrell for £10. 
We had two reasons given for that. Mr. Byrne and 
Mi'. Demiehy gave as one reason that Burke had oniv 
built a wooden cottage in Dominick-st-reet, that he was 
not a man of substance, whereas Mr. Dockrell was a 
substantial man, and a safe tenant, aud would do what- 
ever he undertook. Yesterday Mr. Dockrell came 
before us and gave a different reason, viz., that the 
committee having accepted the £5 deposit were bound 
to carry out their agreement, and he was supported in 
that view by Alderman Manning, who said it was the 
practice not to accept the deposit until the transaction 
was finally closed, and that he never knew an instance 
in which they had gone so far as to accept the deposit 
on property which was afterwards withheld from the 
party. 

527. Mr. DockreU. — I immediately put the matter 
in the hands of my solicitors, Messrs. MolloyandWatson, 
when I found there was to be a second auction, and 
when Burke was brought in to bid. 

52S. Chairman. — You should not make use of the 
expression “ brought in to bid.” There is nothing in 
what I have heard to warrant it. 

529. Mr. DockreU. — There is the letter which I made 
public at the time, aud in which I repeated that ex- 
pression, and if it were untrue I knew I should have 
to pay for it. 

530. Witness. — You knew you had friends on the 
committee who would support you. 

531. Chairman. — I now feel, in justice to Mr. 
Morgan, that I should read the letter lie addressed to 
Mr. Dockrell in reply to the one he published : — 

“ City Law Agent’s Office, 35, Dawson-street, 

“ Dublin, 6th September, 1872. 


515. Can you say whether you told him then that 
you had recommended the committee not to accept the 
bidding? — I did. I recommended them not to accept 
£10, nor less than £15 ; and that I told him I con- 
sidered was the value of each lot. 

516. Then the deposit of the £5 did not complete 
the transaction ? — No; unless it was accepted by the 
city treasurer and a receipt given, upon my requisition, 
it was not a final transaction. 

517. It appeal's that Burke had deposited £7 10s. 
which was returned? — Mr. Burke’s solicitor threatened 
proceedings, and I thought it better to get rid of 
a suit; and as he had no particular desire to get the 
premises I returned him his money, which he agreed 
to take back. 

518. Had there been any actual acceptance of 
Burke’s deposit? — No; all was conditional. 

519. Was it upon the decision of the committee 
that Burke got bank his money? — -Yes. 

520. Had you any reason for recommending the 
committee not to accept Mr. Dockrell’s bidding except 
tbe fact that it was below the value of the premises ? 
— None whatever. I think Mr. Dockrell waited in 
the Council Chamber until the premises were put up, 


“ Thomas -Dockrell, esq., t.c., p.i»g. 

“South Great Geovge's-street. 

“ Sir, — H aving in iny letter of 3rd instant to Freeman's Journal, 
stated what I believe to contain all the material facts in reference 
to the Corporation lettings of Nos. 47 and 48, Lower Stephen- 
street, without using an offensive word or imputation against you, 
I did not expect the unjust attack in your published letter in Freeman 
of this date, which 1 would not now notice had you not thought 
proper to use these words — ‘The public will, therefore, see by the 
foregoing facts, that for some reason or other, of which I am 
ignorant, Mr. Morgan was endeavouring to secure for his friend, Mr. 
Burke, an unfair advantage at my expense.' You have, sir, thus 
directly incurred the charge of wilful misrepresentation, and as 
regards Mr. Burke, who never was a friend or client of mine, I can 
fortunately refer to my own and to Mr. Burke’s letters, and to the 
evidence of Mr. Burke's respectable solicitor, that 1 encouraged Mr. 
Burke to make a written proposal for a building lease at A'lo per 
year for each lot, on condition that he would make a sub-lease to 
you at £12 of the rere ground, late in your tenancy at £14. 

“ You who had a direct interest should bo satisfied with procuring 
a lease on your own terms, without having wilfully misrepresented 
me for having done iny duty, and endeavoured to realize the m 
value of the property. I hope you will soon repent of your injus- 
tice to me. Meantime 

“ I am, sir, very truly, &c., 

* ‘ Francis Morgan, 

“Law and Land Agent to Dublin Corporation.” 
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332. Upon that letter I will just ask you this. Hacl 
von at the time you recommended the committee not 
ro accept Mr. Dockrell’s offer of £10 — had you it in 
view in your own mind to get the premises for Burke 1 
—None whatever. Burke had never appeared in the 
matter at all at that time. 

533. When that property was put up a second time 
did you induce Burke to become a bidder for the pro- 
perty 1 — In no degree whatever. 

534. Prior to the second auction, when Burke offered 
.£12. did anything pass between him and you upon the 
subject 1— Burke or his solicitor called at my office, but 
whether it was before or after the auction I cannot re- 
collect, but as to my procuring any person to oppose Mr. 
Dockrell in the matter, there never was a greater mis- 
representation. 

535. Burke and his solicitor called at your office 
with regard to the subsequent offer of £15, but did 
thev call at your office prior to the offer of £121 — -I 
cannot say, hut Mr. Coldough is a living man, and his 
books will show the date upon which he called upon 
me. as he will have an entry of it. 

536. Were you influenced in any way by a desire to 
■let the premises for Burke 1 — Not in the slightest 
degree. If anyone had offered £16 I would be just as 
auxious that he should get them. I wished to let the 
premises to the best advantage. It seems to have got 
into some people’s heads that I brought up Burke to 
oppose Mr. Dockrell in getting the premises. All I 
can say is that there could not be a greater misrepre- 
sentation or a greater calumny. 

537. Did you recommend the committee to accept 
Burke’s offer of £1 2 1 — I recommended it for the con- 
sideration of the Council. 

53S. Mr. Dockrell.— 1 am prepared to give sworn 
testimony that at the time the second auction took 
place, Mr. Morgan held both my cheque and theagree- 

539. Chairman. — I cannot hear you upon oath, hut 
I t hink if we cannot rely upon a man's word, his 
being sworn won’t make much difference. 

540. Witness- — If I held them I never asked for 
them. Mr. Dockrell sent them. 

541. Mr. Dodirdl .— Unfortunately I was obliged 
to make a declaration before in this case. At that 
time I was not a member of the law or lease com- 
mittees, and I had never bid for their property before. 
But I considered when the Lord Mayor had declared 
me to be the highest bidder, and I had signed the 
agreement and paid the deposit, the whole matter was 
complete. I never heard, until the day of the second 
auction, when going into one of the offices, for I was 
then attached to No. 1 Committee, that this property 
was to be put up again, and then, to my great sur- 
prise, I found it was the very property that I had hid 
for and of which I had been declared the purchaser. 

542. Chairman. — Can you tell us, Mr. Morgan, 
whether or not Mr. Burke’s tender of £15 included 
any proposal to lay out a specified sum, or was there 
any understanding that he was to expend any sum 
in building 1 — I could not state without looking at the 
tender. 

543. Was it a condition of the letting that any 
sum should be laid out 1— It is very likely there was. 

544. I asked the other day whether you, Mr. 
Dockrell, had agreed to lay out a larger sum than Mr. 
Burke had, but it was not satisfactorily shown whether 
Mr. Burke had the same opportunity given to him. 
There was, however, it seems, a condition in the lease. 

Mr. Dockrell — Under the agreement I signed I 
was hound to send in a plan for the approval of the 
city architect and of the committee. Shortly after 
that agreement was signed, I got Mr. Carson, who was 
not then a member of the Council, to draw out a plan. 
I submitted that to the committee, and with some 
slight alteration it was approved by the committee 
and the city architect. 

545. Was that the agreement you signed when you 
gave the deposit of £5 1 — It was under that agreement 
I furnished these plans. 


546. Can that agreement be produced ? — I don’t re- 
collect that I have it. , _ 

547. There is no question about your having laid 
out a large sum afterwards — more than you were re- 
quired to do. 

Mr. Dockrell, — That was a very considerable ele- 
ment in their giving it to me. In 1848 Mr. Booth, 
who owns No. 50, next door, got a lease for seventy- 
five years at £10. 

548. Witness. — It is not half the breadth or half the 
frontage. 

549. Chairman. — You told us yesterday, Mr. 
Dockrell, that Mr. Booth got a house equivalent in 
value for £10 a year, do you say that that house stood 
on the same space of ground as those others 1 

Mr. Doch-ell. — That is my impression. There 
might be a foot difference, but not more. 

550. Witness. — You usurped a common gateway 
which was common to three or four houses, and kept 
it shut so that no person who went to see the pro- 
perty could know whether it belonged to it. You 
brought your solicitor to the city hall, and you got 
a number of your friends to insist upon giving you 
what is a gift— portion of that gateway which you had 
no right to. 

551. Chairman. — As Mr. Dockrell cited the house 
of Mr. Booth, I want to know from you, Mr. Morgan, 
whether you know that the premises let to Mr. Booth 
in 1848 for £10 are equal in area to Mr. Dockrell’s 
houses 1 — -They are not. 

552. 'What would be the difference between the 
effect of a receipt given by you and a receipt given 
by the treasurer as to binding an agreement for a 
lease 1 — I am not authorized to receive any money. 
The money was sent to my office, and I left it with 
the treasurer until the right time, when the committee 
would report the case as a final case to be entered on 
the hooks. 

553. Then the receipt was merely an acknowledg- 
ment of the cheque pending the decision of the com- 


m 

Mr. F 
Mor”:i 


mittee 1 — Yes. 

554. Mr. Docb-eU.— I would like to ask Mr. Morgan 
this question. Provided I refused to carry out my 
agreement, and that Mr. Morgan was of opinion it 
was a substantial rent I had offered,- had Mr. Morgan 
not power to compel me to take out a lease ? 

Witness . — No doubt I could enforce whatever course 
I thought the Corporation should enforce. 

555. Mr. Dockrell , - Was it not with that view you 
always got the agreement signed and the money 
lodged ? 

Witness.— These are speculative questions.. 

556. Chairman. — Do you know of any cases in 
which a deposit had been paid and- a conditional agree- 
ment signed by the parties, and still the lease with- 
held? 

Mr. John Curtin (City Treasurer),— Many times 
that has been done. I have sixteen or seventeen years 
experience in the treasurer’s department. The lettings 
are made by auction in the City Hall and the agree- 
ment signed. An invariable rale is that the person who 
has bid the highest should deposit one-fourth of the 
year’s rent, to go towards lasb year’s rent, in advance. 
It has frequently happened within my memory that 
the person so lodging money has not been accepted as 
tenant, and his money has been returned- On several 
occasions, certainly, money has been deposited, and 
the party having voluntarily withdrawn from the 
terms of his agreement, and refused to complete it, the 
money has been forfeited ; but, then, the Corporation 
have hardly ever enforced their right to retain the 
money so forfeited- They have very frequently— m 
fact they generally have— returned it to the party. 

557. Chairman.- -Do you mean to say they could 
insist on the forfeiture, but that they have not, as a 
matter of fact, done so ?— They do not. The proposal 
and money are lodged with the treasurer, and he only 
gives a conditional receipt, but when the agreement is 
completed he issues the official receipt from his office. 

558. Then you say there may he a lodgment of 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



238 LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND TAXATION INQUIRY COMMISSION (IRELAND). 


Dublin. money which is only conditional and not binding on 
April ‘2b, is'?, the Corporation in any way to accept the lease ? — Not 
Mr Fraiici. binding until the Corporation confirms the whole 
Morgan. thing on the committee’s report. 

559. Then you confirm Mr. Morgan’s view that the 
putting up of this property a second time after Mr. 
Dockrell had lodged this deposit was not excep- 
tional ; that it was not contrary to the usual eom-se of 
practice ? — Oh, certainly not. The Corporation reserve 
to themselves the right to refuse or accept. 

560. Mr. DockreU. — Don’t you see the manifest in- 
justice in any case 1 The deposit was held until after 
the second auction. I was held to my agreement, hut 
the Corporation wanted to play fast and loose, and it 
was under these circumstances my solicitor acted. 

561. Chairman. — It was put on a totally different 
ground by the gentlemen who said you should get the 
lease. 

562. Mr. DockreU. — Sir John Gray and others acted 
in this matter. The Council were unanimous on the 
point, as they felt indignant at the way I was- treated. 
My feeling at the time was to give up the whole tiring, 
only I did not want to gratify a person whom I thought 
I should not gratify. I don’t consider that to the 
present hour I have gained any advantage by the 
transaction. I have expended ,£2,000 on the property, 
so as to make it a substantial thing for the £20 a year 
to the Corporation. 

563. Chairman (to Mr. Morgan). — I suppose the 
conditions on the second occasion were the same as on 
the first occasion 1 

Witness . — Most likely they were. 

564. Chairman. — To proceed now to a different sub- 
j ect — the Baldoyle property. W e had yesterday read to 
us a report from No. 3 Committee, dated March, 1875, 
signed by Dr. Norwood, in which there was a letter from 
the Rev. William Rutherford, on the part of himself and 
other persons in the neighbourhood, a communication 
from the North Dublin Union Sanitary authority, and 
a memorial signed by Canon Smithwick and a large 
number of other persons, respecting the condition of 
Baldoyle village, with a report from Mr. Butlei-, the 
city architect, dated 19th February, 1875, and your 
report, in which you recommend the immediate erec- 
tion of new cottages before the property is put up by 
auction, when, you say, a proper sale could be had of 
the lands of Baldoyle. Was that report brought 
under the consideration of the Council 1— Never. 

565. It was, I think, by the report of the Commit- 
tee — 

“ Resolved, — That we report to the Council that the attention of 
the Committee has been called to the condition of the town of Bal- 
doyle, and the sanitary condition of many of the holdings. The 
Committee suggest the desirability of preparing maps and rentals of 
the property, with a view to its sale, aud that city debentures be 
taken up and cancelled with the proceeds of the sale. All which we 
submit as our report." 

Then follows your report as to the expenditure by the 
Corporation in improvements up to 1867, which we 
had given in evidence yesterday by Dr. Norwood. 
What I wish to know is, inasmuch as these premises, 
except the quarterly tenancies, don’t fall in until 1886, 
as they were let in 1855 for thirty-one years, have any 
proposals been made by the tenants 1 We understood 
yesterday there had not been any ? — Several of them 
are ready to purchase the fee of their holdings. 

566. But have no proposals been made for new 
leases? — No 

567. Yon say several of the tenants are ready to 
purchase the fee? — Yes. 

• 568. Are you of opinion it would be to the interest 

of the Corporation to sell the property? — Most deci- 
dedly. 

569. And you are of opinion that before it is sold 
new cottages should be put up ! — In order to sell the 
property to the best advantage new cottages — at least 
twenty — should he put up. 

570. You are still, then, of the same opinion as when 
you prepared this report? — I am rather fortified in 
that opinion, whether right or wrong. 


571. Do you know whether the Corporation have 
come to any decision on the point?— I know they have 
not, because I have watched it very anxiously. There 
have several things intervened. These public enter- 
tainments have been going on, and canopies have been 
put up to protect the young folk going into the ball- 
rooms. That runs away with the ready money which 
sliordd be applied to purposes more useful. 

57 2. There are other propei-ties outside the city. Is 
not part of Baggotrath rural ? — It is. 

573. Aud the whole of Ballycoolane, Golganstown, 
Clonturk, and Donnycamey ? Now, with regard to all 
these properties, is it your opinion it would he for the 
advantage of the Corporation to let them again upon 
lease, or to sell them? — To sell them, decidedly. 
Every acre of the property we have I would sell, and 
pay off the debentures. Four lots of the Clonturk 
estate were sold in court the other day. They were 
purchased by the occupier, an individual who has ex- 
pended money to a large extent on these holdings and 
improved the neighbourhood very much ; and although 
we have ceased to have any interest in these four 
holdings, I must say they have changed the whole 
face of the country. A mansion-house now exists in 
place of a very shabby bouse that stood there before. 
I am decidedly for having the whole thing sold. 

574. Mr. Dockrell. — I know it is the opinion of 
some members of the Council as well as my own (Mr. 
Gray, who is not in town, would, I think, give evi- 
dence of a similar kind) that it would he for the bene- 
fit of the Corporation and tire ratepayers to have the 
property' sold and the debentures wiped off. 

575. Chairman. — Then you agree with Mi-. Morgan 
so far? — Quite. The Corporation is totally unsuited 
to manage landed property. 

576. Chairman (to Mr. Morgan). — There are, I 
think, about thirty holdings in Clonturk ? 

Witness. — There must be about that. 

577. None of these appear to fall in sooner than 
1883, except one in 1881. Now, here is Michael 
Lynch in occupation. That holding will fall in in 
1881 . Is there any proposal for that ! — Yes, and to 
build a new house. 

578. Then there is another holding, of which the 
Commissioners of National Education are the lessees — 
nearly thirty-five acres. That falls in in 1 8S3. They 
pay a very large rent, £92 5s. 8 d. ? — Yes ; that adjoins 
the Model Farm at Glasnevin, and it is most valuable 
ground. 

579. Are there any proposals for them? — No; 
because the expiration of the lease is not so near at 
hand, but if it was decided to sell the property this lot 
would sell for thirty yeai-s’ purchase, no cloubt. They 
purchased Mr. Hudson’s lease of another lot up to 
1920. It adjoins. If the Commissioners of National 
Education wish to purchase, it would be decidedly 
advantageous to the Corporation to get leave to sell 

580. There is however, I observe, one portion of 
Clonturk which you could not sell — All Hallows 
College — for they have I see, got 1,000 years’ lease on 
condition of laying out £10,000 on it? — Yes. 

5S1. Mr. Dockrell. — It was stated yesterday that 
we had no fixed valuator, and that the valuations of 
Brassington and Gale were not to be relied on. Would 
you ask Mr. Morgan have we not been in the habit of 
employing Brassington and Gale for several years? 

Witness. — Whenever we called on a tenant to pro- 
cure a valuation, we asked for Brassington and Gale’s 
valuation, and he has gone to them, but it was not com- 
pulsory. Mr. Doherty, who purchased Clonturk the 
other day, got a valuator of his own, and although the 
Corporation called for Brassington and Gale's valua- 
tion, this gentleman hid higher than both of them. 

582. In every case where the Corporation had called 
upon Brassington and Gale to make a valuation, has 
not their valuation been communicated to the occupy- 
ing tenants as the basis for their offer ? — Because it 
was at their own expense the valuation was obtained. 
The way it is is this: — I write, stating that the com- 
mittee require a valuation, and saying, that hitherto 
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Witness . — I am quite familiar with all that case. 

. T 591. I only want to know whether any favour was 

"“S'Snftese valuations are obtained not .by.tlie shown Sir. Austin when h|»I« 11^,5 II,. ft. 


hail found Brass ington and Gale’s valuation 


Corporation for their 


the expense of the parties, anil at the 


lauons are oomuieu uou uj. mo -- ° , .. , -r, t 

mi guidance, but obtained at because No. 11 is let at less than half the Pool Law Morgan 


’«estion of valuation, and No. 13 at exactly half the Poor Law 
'aluation, whereas Miss Frances Potter pays the lull 


A^ttilpSttonlly for the guidance of the Poor Low velno for nhou^oJjoinmg !-Tlmt property 
offer they mote 1- And for was out of portion. Mr Austin got mto position 
eTfte Corporation also. of these two lots. He gotthem.t auction, there being 


occupying tenants 

he guidance of tin. w.,.o. — . . . 

585 Would it not be the better course for the Cor- no one to bid more. 
poSLto have a valuation made for their own in- 592. In fact he got a lease at open auction 1-Every 


formation which should not be communicated to the 
tenants?— I think so. It would be much more de- 
sirable to have one acknowledged source of valuation, 
such as Griffith’s office or some one of equal calibre. 

586. Some one who would confidentially advise the 
Corporation, quite irrespective of the tenants who are 
to bid?— That would be the best course, for the 


lease he has got was at open auction. It was at a 
very depressed time. Property was very much de- 
pressed in 1S48 and 1849. It is now fifty per cent, 
higher. The time has now arrived when we can say 
“ we will make you pay the value of what you have 

S 593. With regard to these town parks of Baldoyle, 


moment it is known what their valuation is' any bid- which appear to be let quarterly, is it a fact that they 

r,“T S ~ny confined to the same thing. are not let by auction in the same way as other let 

d 587 You mentioned one instance in which one lings are, but by proposal ?— -I could not say now at 
nfwfn hirlniore ?— Yes. this lapse of time. Some of them may have been let 

8B 588 Mr Dockrell .— We have always Inal great by auction, but my strong impression is tliat they 

confidence in them. I ask Mr. Morgan did we not re- were all classified and considered at one time, and the 
eeiven letter from the Lords of the Treasury when the proposals which were considered sufficient irt thetime 
55th by-law was altered. We asked the Lords of the were accepted, and some others held ovei. As ti 

T Tr^xi"“ ™ 1 “ to ‘ fot 4,1 p ‘ rt! “’ 

not their reply to the effect F.rrdl ™ Lori .Meyer and 
that they would take every case on its own merits, * 


the committee his rent was lowered not very much, 
and the arrear has never been legally wiped away. 

594. He holds, I see, twenty-four and a half acres m 
round numbers under a lease for seventy-five years 

_ from 1843? — Yes ; he built a house on that lease, 

Mr^*ia^in"S"ir"tkey say they will but lie purchased the adjoining lease from Gleiuuuj, 
late every case on its own merits and apply to the and the reduction was made improperly on G-lennans 
office, I think, of Mr. Ball Greene. 1,:asa 

590. Chairman. — I should like to have that letter. 


aud not appoint any person generally. 

Mr. Dockrell . — They appoint a valuator from the 
general valuation office. 

Witness— 1 am not aware of that. 


(Witness handed in the letter as follows :—) 

“ City Hull, Dublin, 3rd July, 1876. 

Read, Letter from Secretary to the Treasury iu reference to the 

appointment of a valuator pursuant to 55th by-law. 

“ Treasury Chambers, 

“ 30th May, 1876. 

" * Mr Lord, — With reference to the memorial from the Corpora- 
tion of Dublin, which was forwarded in the town clerk's letter of 
the 21st ult., praying the sauction of this board to the appoint- 
ment of a sworn and competent valuator for the purposes of the 
new by-law recently passed by the Town Council for the regulation 
of letting of corporate property, I am directed by the Lords Com- 
missioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to state that it appears to 
them that in lieu (at any rate in the first instance) of appointing a 
valuer, as proposed in the by-law, the preferable course will be that 
this Board should refer the applications made by the Corporation to 
the Commissioners of Valuation in Ireland, for a report ‘ 


595. Then there has been no reduction on the lease 
he holds direct ? — No. 

596. Glennan’s lease appears to have been a lease 
of thirty-one acres for 99 years from 1834, at £93 
15s. 4<Z. Has there been any reduction on that? — 
Yes, illegally and improperly, and I have called atten- 
tion to it several times ; but there is one member of 
the committee who thinks lie knows more than the 
rest, and he carries all the rest with him— Mr. 
Dennehy. 

597. Was it upon Mr. Dennehy s suggestion that 
the rent was reduced ? — No, but it was upon liis sug- 
gestion it was not re-opened. 

598. How long was it ago smee the rent was re- 
duced?— It was when he was Lord Mayor— m 1856. 

599. Is £93 15s. 4cZ. the original rent or the reduced 


Commissioners of V aluation m Ireland, tor a report iu accoru- 1 W n+ 

with their Lordships’ usual practice in regurd to the alieuation rent ? — It was the original ie . • t 

of corporate property in Ireland. 600. Then, in point of fact, he is not paying that 

“ • It will be necessary that the applications should be made by uow though it appears as the rent on the rental f 

memorial under corporate seal, 'J® Mr. Curtin. He only pays £80. 

601.. Chairman (to Mr. Morgan).— Did you bring 


each explanation should be accompanied by full particulars of the 
proposed tenure, and a copy of the report of the city architect setting 
forth the amounts to be expended either in repairs or rebuilding, as 
the case may be, iu order that this department may be in possession 
of every information affecting the rent value before the premises are 
inspected. 

“ ‘I am to add that it must, however, be clearly understood that y«iu B . u-wv, » ; . 

any expense incurred by the Commissioner, either in his own depart- ^ ou 0 f Committee No. 3 to it in 185b 

ment or by the employment of a professional person, will have to be 
defrayed out of the corporate revenues. 

“ 1 1 am, my Lord, 

“ ‘ Tour obedient servant. 


before the Corporation the circumstances of this reduc- 

ti ° n? .yes, several times within the last few 

Here is the letter ii 


which I called the atteu- 


“ ‘ R. R. Stringer. 

“ 1 The Right Hon. the Lord Mayor.’ 

'• Moved by Councillor Byrne, seconded by Councillor Dennehy — 

‘“That we assent to the terms of this letter, and that we will 
carry out same, and that it be referred to Committee No. 8 to carry 
out the details, first reporting same to this council.' • 

“ Question put and carried. 

“G. B. Owens, m.d., Lord Mayor." 

They said they would not make any general ap- 
pointment, but that each case would be decided on 
its own merits. There was a letting to Mr. Geo. 
Austin, in St. Andrew-street, said to be very much 
under Griffith’s valuation ? 


'• To the Chairman and Gentlemen of Committee No. 3. 

“ Report of Francis Morgan, Law Agent. 

“ J. Glennan’s and Fergus Farrell’s Holdings, Clonturk. 

•• In consequence of the report of the City Treasurer to your 
committee on 31st ultimo, calling for their instructions m reference 
to the amount of rent received on account out of the above hold- 
ings, I have examined the former reports of comm.ttee and orders 
of the Town Council, and l find that a report recommending the 
rent of both holdings to be reduced to 

consolidation in one lease was conhmed by the Town Council on 
the 1st December, 1851. That a memorial from the Corporation to 
the Lords of the Treasury, setting forth such reduction 
Irish acre, was approved by the Town Council on the 8th June, 
1853 and a further memorial, also stating such rate of rent, was 
also approved bv the Town Council on the 1st August, 18o7, I have, 
therefore, no hesitation iu stating that in my opinion the treasurer 
should be at liberty to discharge any aneu ^earned on i since 1 st 
December, 1851, and give a clear receipt to Alderman Farrell. 
With respect to the new lease to Alderman I arrdl, according to the 
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memorial last presented by the Corporation .to the Treasury, I find it 
; has Iain over, (lending the preparation of nn explanatory map, until 
after the 29th September next, when the period of lease required bv 
Alderman Farrell and recommended by the Town Council will not 
exceed seventy- live years. 

“ Although X believe Alderman Farrell's present state of health is 
very alarming, that his surviving the 29th September next is very 
doubtful, I trust he may yet be spared to execute the new lease in 


“Francis Morgan, Law Agent. 

“7th August, 1858." 

There was another case in College-green, in which we 
compelled them to pay the arrears. 

Mr. Curtin . — On the 11th October, 1858, the 
treasurer was authorized, by order of council, to take 
off £151 9s. 1 Od . , the accumulated arrears of surplus 
rents. 

602. Chairman (to Witness ). — Can you tell me 
respecting Trinity-street, James Molloy is the lessee 
and James Kavanagh the occupier, from 1848, for 
seventy-five years, at £11. The Poor Law valuation 
is £34. How was it let to him, so much under value ? 
Was it by auction? — At that time the system of 
auctions had not commenced at all. There were let- 
tings made to Mr. Ark ins, Mr. Molloy, and I think, 
two more before the decisions as to auctions. 

603. Here is one to Charles Harley, seventy-five 

years at £20, while the Poor Law valuation is £76 ? 

That was for the ground only, and he built two houses 


604. We had it in evidence yesterday that the Poor 
Law valuation of Grafton-street and Suffolk-street was 
greatly under the letting value ? — So it is. 

605. Do you think in any part of the town the Poor 
Law valuation is above the letting value ? — That de- 
pends on the time it was made. There is one part of 
our property in Upper Bridge-street, in which the 
Poor Law valuation is above the letting value. It is 
a very bad spot ; it is part of the Mary’s-abbey estate. 

606. With that exception is the Poor Law valuation 

generally very considerably below the letting value 1 

The Poor Law valuation is below the letting value. 

607. I think you told the Select Committee it was 
twenty-five per cent, below ? — I think on the average 
of the whole estate it is. This Upper Bridge-street 
property is the only decaying part. It is built on a 


608. Is not Grafton-street, which is falling out of 
lease now, in some instances nearly 150 per cent, below 
the letting value?— That is a very large sum. Indi- 
vidual cases are not safe landmarks. I wish to impress 
upon you that the committee had, upon mv advice, 
intended to remove the entire of Suffolk-street. In 
committee Ho. 3 they have adopted the principle that 
one side of the street is to be rebuilt. I want some sort 
of improvement to be made. 

609. From St. Andrew’s churchyard to Ho. 16, 
do not the houses all fall out within the next five 
years?— Altogether, and my desire is to have them 
swept down and let by the foot. The names of the 
tenants who have contributed to improve the property 
will be recorded, and if they give £4 10s. per foot for 
the frontage, they will lie given the property. 

610. You think, then, that would be a better course 
than to let the houses as they at present stand? — Yes. 
The houses are quite unsuited to the time — narrow 
old, rotten houses. 

611. Do I understand that there is a resolution of 


the Corporation to take that course ? There is a ifs. 

lution of Ho. 3 Committee, but I don’t know that if 
has ever been brought before the house. 

612. From Ho. 16 to the corner of Grafton-street 
would you treat that in the same way?— Yes - th’ 
nearer to Grafton-street the more valuable are the 
houses. The Treasury have recognised my recommen- 
dation as to the letting of Callinan’s holding which 
has been valued by Brassington aud Gale, and their 
proposal has been agreed to by the Corporation. 

613. Then are there only these two proposals in the 

schedule before the committee with regard to Suffolk- 
street in addition to that one which has been -i<ri Pe ,i t 
of Callinan’s?— Yes. o t ° 

614. Have you given the committee any advice as 
to these proposals from Johnson and from Beaumont?— 
I have advised that the whole frontage be rebuilt, and 
the committee have agreed to that. 

615. And Beaumont has apparently offered £4 11*. 
6 d. per foot frontage for his holding ?— Yes. 

616. Is the difference between the Poor Law valua- 
tion and the letting value as great in the country as in 
the town ? — I think the difference is stronger in the 
country than in the town. 

617. With the exception of, perhaps, Grafton-street 
and that part, would you say then that the discrepancy 
is greater in the country than in the town ? — It depends 
very much on the state of the neighbourhood. The 
letting value is very much in excess of the Poor Law- 
valuation in the agricultural lands and buildings. 

618. Chairman. — I hold in my hand a report by 
you on Clarke’s holding, now Rocliford’s, wliich con- 
tains certain suggestions by you. Do you still adhere 
to those suggestions ? — Yes. I complained of that lease 
being renewed, and I sent a letter to the Lords of the 
Treasury to prevent if possible the lease to Rocliford 
being confirmed, inasmuch as the Corporation were, 
contemplating the introduction of an Improvement 
Bill, by which they would have required those 
premises. I advised them to hold what they had and 
to make a temporary letting to Mr. Rochford, but the 
Corporation did not consider it necessary to adopt 
my advice. There is an uncertainty as to his being 
entitled to a lease of what he holds, hut his solicitor 
says he will force the Corporation to execute a lease 
for seventy-five years at £64 a year. 

619. What do you consider would be a fail - and 

reasonable reut for those premises? — £95 a year 
would be a reasonable aud sufficient rent upon a lease 
of seventy-five years, but £64 I consider to be a very 
insufficient one. ’ • 

620. Were not Messrs. Monsell and Mitchell sub- 
tenants of Mr. Rochford’s ?— They were not directly 
his tenants, inasmuch as he was unable to remove 
them. There was a middleman between Rochford and 
Monsell and Mitchell, a Mr. Corballis, and Rochford 
compelled Corballis to eject them out of their holding, 
in order that he might himself become the occupying 
tenant, and so get the benefit of the amended by-law. 
When the committee went to view this property, Mr. 
Rochford did not show them this back property— 
he never showed the committee the full extent of the 
area of the ground held by him. Subsequently I sent 
down the surveyor, and had the place surveyed and a 
map made of it, and it disclosed exactly how the 
property was situated and its extent. 


Mr. John 


John Martin, Assistant Town Clerk, recalled. 


621. Chairman. — I have now got Mr. Barlow’s 
letter of the 12th of July, 1873, statingwhat his duties 
are, and askmg for an increase of salary to £200 a year. 
(Letter read.) Is £200 a year his salary at present? 
— That is his salary. 

622. Has he any other remuneration? — He is paid 
postage for delivering the summonses and reports. He 
only charges a halfpenny for postage. He expends 
£•> a month or upwards in this way. His book is 
brought before Committee Ho. 3, reciting the delivery 


of the summonses every month, and they sign a cheque 
for £5. Lately it has increased very much. 

623. Do they give a cheque for £5 on account when it 
amounts to that ? — Ho ; it is rather recouping him for 
what he had already expended. 

624. Does he prdSent an account monthly of all 
postages?- Yes. 

625. And when he presents the account, does he 
get a cheque for £5 1 —Yes. 

626. Can you say what it comes to in the year? — 
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Latterly it has been much larger than it used to be, 
the business has increased so much. We have now 
sixty meetings of the council and committees in a 
half-y ear > and he either posts or delivers all the 
summonses. 

627. And if he delivers them, does he charge 

postage 1 — Yes ; whatever he gets that way is in lieu 
of postage. . 

628. In point of fact what he does is this — he 
charges at the rate of a halfpenny for every summons 
and notice paper 1 ? — Yes. 

629. And does that include the filling up of the 
summonses and their delivery? — Yes. 

630. And the committee don’t stop to inquire 
whether he delivers them by hand or posts them ? — 
They do not inquire. 

631. But pay him at that rate? — That is about it. 

632. How much does it amount to in the year? — 
Latterly to about £10 a month. 

633. Then in point of fact it comes to about £120 
a year? — I dare say it will exceed that after a time if 
the business goes on increasing. 

634. It would follow then, that although the basis 
of this application for an increase of salary was mainly 
the large number of summonses and notices he had to 
fill in, that he gets an additional payment for these in 
lieu of postage ? — He must be very precise though in 
the way he fills them in. The members require every- 
thing plainly and distinctly stated. 

635. Mr. French, t.c.— There is a draft drawn 
every month for £5. 

Mr. Martin. — Twice a month. 

Mr. French. — No ; every month. 

Mr. O'Donnell (accountant). — Up to the year- ending 
August, 1S76, Mr. Barlow received at the rate of £60 
a year-. 
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636. Chairman (to Mr. Martin).— That was at the Dublin 

rate of £5 a month ? — Yes. April os, i87r. 

637. And since then you say it lias been about Jfr J()lm 
doubled? — I know I drew out a breviate lately for Martin, 
the committee, and I found £5 recorded twice for the 
month of January. 

638. Was not the salary of a late officer, Mr. 

Curren, £150 when he died in 1850? — I think so. 

639. And Mr. Martin Crean, his successor, was 
appointed at a salary of £150 a year I — Yes. 

640. And received that salary until he was pro- 
moted to be city marshal in 1866? — Yes. 

641. And then was Mr. Barlow appointed in 1866, 
at a reduced salary of £100? — I think so. Yes; that 
was it. 

642. And in 1868 was not his salary increased by 
£25 ; and in June, 1870, again increased to £150 ? — 

Yes. 

643. Can you say whether Mr. Barlow has any 
other duty in excess of what his predecessors had, 
beyond what arises from the increased number of 
meetings of the committees and the Council, and the 
consequent increase in the number of notices he has to 
serve ? — My impression is, that his duties amount to 
double the work his predecessors had to perform. 

644. Is not that merely in respect of the summonses ? 

— Yes. 

645. But I want to know whether his duties were 
increased in any other respect besides these notices and 
summonses ? — The Council having met more frequently 
Iris attendances are increased, and he has a greater 
number of notices and summonses to serve. 

646. Does he write out six lists of the members 
present at every meeting?— There are only five morn- 
ing newspapers now, but there were six. 

647. Then, are these lists for the Press alone ? — Yes. 


Mr. Barlow examined. 


Mr. Barlow. 


648. Chairman. — Have your duties increased in 
any respect beyond what your predecessors’ were, ex- 
cept in regard to the number of notices to be served 
and the number of meetings to be attended ?— Not 
that I am aware of. 

649. In other respects are your duties similar to 
your predecessors’? — As far as I know, almost; but 
then the business of the Corporation is double what 
it used to be, and of course my duties are doubled 
also. 

650. You have to attend the Lord Mayor oftener 
in full dress than your predecessors, I suppose 1 — My 
predecessors hadn’t much of that to do. 

651. One of the reasons you assigned for asking 
t his large increase of salary is that your court dress 
costs £20. Is it worn out much oftener than that 
of your predecessors? — No; but I will tell you a 
circumstance that happened to me lately. I lost my 
robe through some inconvenience at the Mansion- 
house, and it cost me £8 to get a new one, and the old' 
one only cost £6. 

652. Mr. O'Dmndl (accountant). — I wish to cor- 
rect a statement I made a while ago as to what Mr. 
Barlow received. In August, 1876, he got £85, and 
not £60, as I stated. 

653. Chairman (to Mr. Barlow). — Mr. Martin 

in I? a that you now get something like £10 a month 

for serving the notices and summonses? — Yes, the 
present rate. 

654. At the present rate of payment for postage is 
the accession to your income from that source some- 
thing like £10 a month ? — Yes ; but I only get the 
pure postage. 

655. I am quite aware ; but does that amount to 
£10 a month ? — At that rate. 

656. I understand that the Committee do. not stop to 
inquire whether you put postage stamps on the notices, 
or serve them yourself. May I presume that it is on 
the ground that it would cost you as much to go about 


in cabs to serve them ? — It is immaterial to them how 
they are delivered, so that they are delivered. 

657. In point of fact, do you deliver many of them 
by hand? — All nearly. The Act of Parliament says 
they shall be delivered. It does not say may be, but 
shall be. 

658. The basis of that letter of yours of the 12th of 
July, 1873, which resulted in an increase of your 
salary to £200, was that you had such an immense 
amount of additional business to perform in filling up 
these notices ? — Yes ; in fact, the business has increased 
so much these last few years, and besides the relative 
value of money then and now. 

659. That applies, of course, to all the officers. At 
that time were you receiving money for postage stamps 
in the same way as you do now ?^— Oh, yes; but not 
so much. 

660. Did your predecessors always receive postage 
at the rate of a halfpenny on every notice served ? — 
They used to get a penny. In their time there was 
no halfpenny postage, but now, since the halfpenny 
postage came in, I only charge a halfpenny on all 
summonses. There are reports, for instance, and large 
books, that would cost a shilling to post, and I only 
get Is. 2 d. for them. 

661. That includes book postage as well as notices? 
—Yes. There is the book for 1857 belonging to my 
predecessor by two degrees removed (book produced). 
Of course, the business has increased very materially 
since then. This book (produced) is for the time of 
the penny postage. 

662. They are all, I see, carefully, and, I doubt not, 
accurately entered?— When the penny post was in 
force of cotu-se the work was less. 

663. Does this letter represent the full extent of 
your duties? — The same duties, but vastly increased. 
Of course, at that time, the Lord Mayor, being a Ca- 
tholic would not be allowed to go to Mass with the 
officers of State ; but now we have to go, and that is 
an additional duty. 
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Mr. Lalor, Secretary to ] 

604. Chairman. — A re there only two markets under 
the control of the Corporation ? — A great deal more. 

605. I thought there were only the cattle market 
and Southfield 1 ? — We have others besides. 

660. Will you kindly make out a list of the markets 
for me? — Yes. 

667. Is the duty of deputy clerk of the markets 
performed by the inspector of weights and measures ? 
— They are the Lord Mayor’s men under the Act. 

668. Is not the Lord Mayor, ex-officio, clerk of the 
markets himself? — Quite so, hut he appoints two men 
who are deputy clerks of the market. 

669. Who are these two men at present ? — Mr. 
Ephraim Webb and Mr. George Edwards. They per- 
form the functions of clerks of the markets and in- 
spectors of weights and measures under the Improve- 
ment Act, and their duties are united. 

67 0. Do they receive their salaries as inspectors of 
weights and measures from the improvement fund ? — 
Yes. 

671. And do they also receive their salaries as clerks 
of the market from the improvement f un d ? — Yes. 

672. Are the expenses of their office paid out of 
that fund? — Yes. The Act — The Petroleum Act — 
also confers the duty of inspection upon the existing 
inspector of weights and measures in the district, and 
one of the gentlemen has the appointment, for which 
he receives ,£10. His duties ai-e defined. 

673. What is the payment of those two gentlemen 
as deputy clerk of the markets ? — They hold it at £30 
per annum. 

674. Is it £30 between them? — Yes. The Lord 
Mayor has the option of either appointing one or sixty 
if he likes, but the emoluments of the office are only 
£30 per annum. 

675. The Lord Mayor, for the time being, has the 
power of appointing as many deputy clerks of the mar- 
kets as he likes ? — Yes. The Corporation assigns the 
salary, and the Lord Mayor makes the appointment, 
and they receive £30 between them. 

676. When were the appointments of deputy clerks 
of the market first made ? — Many veal’s ago ; after 
the Act of 1849 came into operation. 

677. Are the Corporation limited by any Act of 
Parliament as to the salary to be paid ? — There is no 
limitation. 

678. Then it is in the power of the Corporation to 
increase it if they wish, but as a matter of fact the 
salary has been £30 for many years ? — Yes. 

679. Has the practice been for many years to appoint 
two clerks of the markets ? — It has. There were three, 
but it was found that two were quite sufficient, and 
the two receive the emoluments of the three. 

6S0. How long has Mr. Webb been in office ?— The 
date of his appointment is May, 1865, and Mr. 
Edwards, October, 1869. 

681. As inspectors of weights and measures they 

appear to receive £160 between them? Yes. 

682. £80 each 7— Yes. The cheques are drawn as 
for both ; they are not drawn separately. 

683. The cheque is drawn for the whole £160? 

Yes ; it is drawn quarterly and given to them to do as 
they like with. 

684. Is the appointment of inspector of weights and 
measures made by the Lord Mayor?— Made by the 
Lord Mayor solely in his own right. 

685. Is it optional -with him .to appoint different 
parties to that post, or must they be deputy clerks of 
the markets ? — He has the absolute power of appoint- 
ment every year. It is vested in the Lord Mayor. • 

686. The power is vested in the Lord Mayor to 
appoint deputy clerks of the markets, but is it neces- 
sary that those who hold that office should also be in- 
spectors of weights and measures ? — I do not think it 
is. It is the custom, and many things in Dublin are 
done by ancient usage and Royal Charter. 

687. It is quite clear that each succeeding Lord 
Mayor does not exercise the privilege but continues 
them on ?— Quite so ; owing to their efficiency and 
knowledge of details. 


tfo, 2 Committee, examined. 

688. What are their duties as deputy clerks of the 
markets?— You will find them stated on the paper I 
have handed you. (See Appendix 15, page 38G ) 

689. Their duties as deputy clerks of the markets 
are that they must visit and inspect, as they may be 
required, any fish, fowl, meat, and vegetables' found in 
the market exposed for sale, and if any such be found 
unfit for human food, to seize the same and send it to 
the gardens of the Royal Zoological Society for the 
use of the animals ? — Quite so ; tluit has been the 
custom for years and years. 

690. But don’t they get a salary irrespective of the 
seizures made? — No, not as deputy clerks of the markets 
but under the Public Health Act. 

691. But who are the judges of whether the fowl is 
unwholesome and unfit for human food ? — First they 
are inspected by the inspectors, who form an opinion 
upon any food that they may deem unwholesome, and 
if there is any dispute on the point — where there might 
be any doubt as to whether the food is or is not un- 
wholesome — Dr. Cameron, the city analyst, is called 
in, and he decides the point. 

692. If the opinion of the deputy clerks of the mar- 
kets is dissented from by the party exposing the food 
is there no appeal against his decision ? — If there is a 
dispute Dr. Cameron is called in, hut if there is no 
dispute, he is not called in. 

693. Does his pay as city analyst cover that 
duty ? — Quife so. 

694. What salary does he receive ? — His total salary 
is £300 a year, that covers his salary as medical officer 
of health, under the Public Health Act, and city analvst-; 
he has no fees. 

695. Is he required in either of his capacities to give 
his opinion upon diseased meat ? — Oh, in a number of 
cases. 

696. Is he required to do so, or has that duty beeu 
thrust upon him since his appointment ? — It is one 
of his duties. 

697. It is one of the duties imposed upon him as 
city analyst ? — Yes. 

698. Are those duties that you have described all 
the duties of the deputy clerks of the markets? — 

699. Are there no tolls received by the deputy clerks 

of the markets ? — None. Those officers act under 

ancient usage and custom in the capacity of inspectors 
of weights and measures, for which they receive a 
salary. If you refer to the document I have given 
you, you will find that they perform additioual duties, 
for which they receive, as it were, what they earn. 

700. In point of fact, I perceive that although they 
are paid £80 a year each as inspectors of weights aud 
measures, they do get a fee on all adjustments of 
weights ? — They do, by custom. 

701. But all the duties of inspectors of weights and 
measures seem to be paid by fees, and why do they get 
the £80 a year each? — Their duties are not paid by fees, 
and they get the salary for seizing fraudulent weights 
aud measures, and prosecuting where fraud is suspected. 

702. Aud you would draw a distinction where there 
is no fraudulent intention ? — Yes ; where there is no 
fraudulent intention, the custom in Dublin has been 
not to inflict a penalty on the trader in cases where 
wear and tear has reduced the metal in the measure; the 
measure is adjusted, and they receive a fee by custom. 

703. What fee by custom do they receive from the 
trader ? — They receive an established scale of fees, which 
I shall be happy to hand to you if you desire it. 

704. ' Did Mr. Finlay, the Government auditor, raise 
an objection to their receiving these fees, the first time 
he made an audit here ? —He was under the impression 
that under the Dublin Improvement Act, all fees re- 
ceived — and he gave a very strong opinion on the point 
— should be lodged to the credit of the Improvement 
Fund. 

705. And was not that the intention of the Act % — 
Quite so; but the fees these gentlemen receive are 
very small. The sum they receive on the re-adjust- 
ment of weights and measures is very small, and is 
acquiesced in by the general public, and is paid to them. 
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706. Has any objection ever been made to the pay- 

ment of those* fees ? — The matter lias been inquired 
iato a number of times by Committee No. 2 and the 
Corporation at large, but heretofore they have not been 
able to devise any method that would act so well, and 
at the same time with less inconvenience to the general 
public. ... 

707. I see that allusion is made by Mr. Finlay in 
lua report, the first year he audited the accounts here- 
in 1372 — to the fees received by the deputies of the 
Lord Mayor for adjusting weights and measures. Mr. 
Finlay says : — 

As regards the fees received by the deputies of the Lord Mayor 
for adjusting weights and measures throughout the city, the deputies 
ur.r'ed that 'they were always considered the perquisites of their 
office-, and claimed the right to retain them. These ofheers are 
appointed hv each Lord Mayor under the 74th section of the above 
Act which empowers tlte Council to pay the deputies such salaries 
as thev shall think fit, but is silent a- to the fees The question as 
to whether these should be paid over to the Corporation or be re- 
tained by the deputies has been before Committee No. 2 on more 
than one occasion, but nothing has been determined. It might be 
well if the committee were to obtain the opiuion of counsel for their 
guidance in this matter." 

70S. Has tlie opinion of counsel ever been obtained 
by the committee 1 — They have over and over again 
considered tlie matter, and have consulted then- law 
a „ Bn t Mr. Morgan, on the subject, and the conclusion 
arrived at bv the committee was that the Act referred 
to their powers, that the Lord Mayor enjoyed by 
charter, and that usage aud custom in Dublin always 
gave those fees to the inspectors. 

709. You took the opinion of the law agent, but not 
the opinion of counsel! — No, we did not take the 
opinion of counsel. Recently Committee No. 2 made 
a report — on the 10th of April — which is not yet 
officially before the Council. It comes as a recommen- 
dation from the committee, and it states : — 

“The Dublin Improvement Act, 1849(12 and 13 Vic., chap.!)?), 
having vested in the Corporation of Dublin tlie entire control of the 
weights and measures, so far ns relates to tlie city of Dublin, the 
Corporation have complied with tlie provisions of the Act by having 
bad tlie standard weights and measures, which were presented to 
the city of Dublin in 1826, by order of the Imperial Parliament, 
reverified at the Standards Department in London; tlie latest re- 
verification having been made ill March last year (1876), and they 
will not require to be again reverified for five years from that date. 
The Corporation are also in possession of fine balances, capable of 
weighing from one grain to sixty pounds in each pan, with fine 
adjustments, capable of further ascertainment to the extent of -001 
of a grain. These standard weights and measures and fine balances 
are available at all times for testing the sub-standards in daily use 
by the inspectors of weights and measures within tlie city, and all 
others that may be sent in for that purpose, including the con- 
stabulary and metropolitan police. By tlie 12 and 13 Vic., chap. 
97, tlie charter right of tlie Bight Honorable tlie Lord Mayor of 
Dublin is confirmed as the sole clerk of the markets within the city, 
with power to appoint deputies. The committee recommend that 
the existiug custom, which lias been found to work well in practice, 
and is in accordance with usage, be continued." 

As doubtless you are aware, the whole subject of 
weights and measures is under the consideration of 
Parliament, and until a uniform system is established the 
committee do not recommend disturbing the old custom. 

710. The recommendation from Committee No. 2 is 
that the existing practice, which is, they say, found to 
work well, and which is in accordance with usage, 
sthiiii continue! — Yes ; the committee are quite willing 
to adopt or l-eadjust Idle matter as soon as a system is 
adopted by the Legislature that will enable them to doso. 

711. Did Mr. Morgan make a report which was the 
basis of that recommendation! — Mr. Morgan has been 
very unwell, and I cannot say whether he made the 
report which led to that recommendation. It is a 
recommendation lasting over years. 


712. You say it was referred to Mr. Morgan, but Dublin. 

that Mr. Morgan is not responsible for this recoin- April an. is; 
mendation! — He is not. Mr j ja ]„ r 

713. What other officers are there in charge of the 
markets besides the deputy clerks? — I should tell you 
that the inspectors of weights and measures make no 
charge for testing the accui'aey of weights- that are 
conect and previously stamped either in England, 

Scotland, or Ireland. 

714. Can you give me an idea of what these fees 
amount to in the year? — In round numbers they give 
each of the officers about .£200. 

715. Including the £S0 a year each? — They have in 
the year about £200 each. 

71 6. £200 a year each for all their duties as deputy 
clerks of the markets and inspectors ‘of weights and 
measures ? — Y es. 

717. They get £80 each as inspectors of weights 
and measures, £15 each as deputy clerks of the markets, 
and the fees are at least 100 guineas additional 1 — Yes. 

The fees for adjusting weights are about an average of 
£8 per week, the expenses of the department — men s 
labour, lead, coal, and other incidental expenses— are 
about £2 16s., and that leaves about five guineas a 
week to be divided between the two inspectors. 

718. Then that would bring their salaries up to 
about £230 per annum each ? — Well, perhaps I am a 
little over the mark, but that is about it. I wish to 
hand you now a return of the fees in which the inspec- 
tors give the number of weights, tlie charges for each 
description of weight summarized and totted up — the 
actual cost of expenses for the week deducted from it, 
and that shows the net amount they receive. 

719. Do they also test the several weigh-bridges ? — 

They do that gratuitously. 

720. Free of charge to the Corporation? — Yes. 

721. Ancl do they test the weights used in the water- 
bailiffs’ department? — Yes, all free of charge. 

722. We had some evidence yesterday that the weigh- 
bridges differed from each other ? — With regard to that 
I may mention incidentally that we had no official com- 
munication in writing from Mr. Altman. He called 
into the office about the lltli of April last, and ascer- 
tained the names of the weigh clerks— not weigh- 
masters— who were merely in receipt of weekly salaries. 
Incidentally I learned from him that there was a dis- 
crepancy in a load of salt. Incidentally on the follow- 
ing morning I called round, and saw each of the persons. 

I reported the matter to the committee, ancl further 
reports were made to the officers of the department. 

What Mr. Altman stated coincided with the entries 
made in the books, but there was no train of evidence 
before the committee as to the identification of the 
loads, or anything of that description to enable them 
to satisfy themselves whether anything was wrong. 

The weights were tested on the following morning by 
the inspectors after the loads were sold, and were found 
to he all correct. 

723. Chairman. — In case a person is summoned, 
and the charge against him is dismissed, who pays the 
cost of the summons ?— There is no cost charged. There 
is no expense save the piece of paper and the ink. 

724. Who serves the summons ? — One of the officers. 

For your information I hand in a copy of the official 
report of the Commissioners on customs and usages iu 
Dublin. (Report handed in.) With reference to the 
clerks of the markets I wish to say I have never re- 
ceived complaints of either of them within the last 
four years that I have been in office. 


Mr. E. G. Webb examined. 


725. Chairman. — Are you one of the deputy clerks 
of the markets ? — Yes. 

726. Have auy complaints ever been made of your 
charging those fees for adjusting weights ? — Well, there 
have been complaints made at certain times — that is 
persons wanted to know by what right we charged 
those fees — but they paid them — they, never refused 
to pay them. 


727. They objected to the payment, but they assumed Webb - 
that the charge was all right? — Yes. 

728. Anri has that objection ever been brought be- 
fore the Lord Mayor’s court? — No; there was no resist- 
ance to the payment of the fees. The parties never 
refused to pay them, hut they asked by what right 
they were called ou to pay them. 

729. Mr. M'Evoy . — Has he in any case got fees 
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Dublin. four times in one year from one man for adjusting liis 
April 2 «. 1877. weights ? — Yes ; for every thi'ee months we visit some 
Mr. eT< 5. shops. We go through a district every three months. 
Webb. 730. Chairman. — Do you go through all the shops? — 

Yes ; shops, stores, railways, and such places. Of course 
we don't visit every shop in Dublin four times a year. 

731. Mi-. Lalor . — The law is deficient in this respect 
that it does not compel the trader to send in his weights 
for adjustment, and therefore the inspectors have to go 
round to see that the weights and measures are right, 

. That was one of the matters reported upon, and the 
Commissioners recommended that the trader should be 
obliged to send in his weights to be tested. 

732. Mr. Webb. — I believe Dublin is the only town 
in that position. 

733. Chairman. — The question is whether these 
fees should go to the Corporation or to these gentle- 
men. Mr. Webb, how much does your proportion of 
these fees come to annually? — Well, the salary of my. 
self and colleague, with fees included, is about £230 a 
year each. 

634. Then you must each get from £130 to £150 a 
year additional to your stated salaries from these fees? 
—Yes. 

Mr. Lalor . — The amount varies according to the 
extent of their own industry. 

735. Mr. APEvoy . — Was there ever a case, Mr. 
Webb, in which you did not at all remove the weights 
for adjustment and yet got your fees? — Sometimes 
when a trader would be busy we might not take 
the weights until next day or so, 

736. Did you ever send in an account for adjusting 


weights without having at all removed them from the 
tinder’s premises ? — No. 

737. Chairman.— Mr. M‘Evoy, be good enough to 
put your questions through me. (To Wiitiess.'j—A. 
gentleman here wishes to know whether it is usual to 
visit one shop and not another— whether any excep- 
tions are made?— No. Such a course is not adopted 
but sometimes we don’t find out places where weights 
are used for some time. 

738. Do you visit all the shops in which you believe 
weights to be kept?— Yes ; it is our duty to visit all 
the shops. 

739. Mr .Altman, — He was not in my premises for 
five years. 

740. Chairman. — Do you know where Mr. Alt- 
man’s salt premises are 1— I do not. It was ray co- 
adjutor that inspected there the last time. 

741. Have you omitted to visit any shops in which 
you knew there were weights and measures ? — No I 
have not. 

742. Have you ever omitted to visit the premises of 
any member of the Corporation where there are 
weights and measures? — No. 

743. Have you visited them all? — Yes; and we 
even visited the Lord Mayor’s premises and charged 
for the adjustment. We visited the premises of some 
of the members of the Corporation two or three times 
in the year. 

744. Is it the case that there has been no visitation 
in the present Lord Mayor’s district since he came into 
office ? — No. It has been visited the same as any 
other ward in the city of Dublin. 


Mr. Lalor. 


Mr. Lalor’s examination resumed. 


745. Chairman. — What are the markets under the 

control of the Lord Mayor as clerk of the markets ? 

The duties of the Lord Mayor in that capacity are 
quite distinct from those of the deputy clerks of the 
markets. It is a distinct office. 

746. Yes ; bxit name the markets under the control 
of the Lord Mayor ? — Smitbfield hay and straw market, 
Kevin-street, Spitalfields, the cattle market, the Green 
Hide Crane, Little Green-street butter and egg market, 
and the United Butter Trade. Some of them have 
been abolished. 

747. Are the markets practically under the control 
of the Lord Mayor now confined to Smithfteld market 
and the cattle market ? — The cattle market is under 
the control of Committee No. 2 of the Corporation. 
The others are personally under the control of the 
Corporation. 

7 48. Are those you have mentioned all the princi- 
pal markets? — Yes; some of them were at one time 
very important markets. 

749. But they are not now? — Well, no. The 
trade has varied, and they have ceased to be of the 
great importance they were. 

750. Are there no markets in Dublin similar to 

those in other large towns — large covered markets ? 

No; no retail markets. 

751. Are there no such markets for the sale of 
butchers' meat, fish, Ac. ? — No ; but there was an 
Act of Parliament passed last year for the creation 
of such a market which is now being built. 

752. Was there not a general Act passed in 1861 
which gave the Corporation power to take all the 
markets into their hands — and does not that Act remain 
a dead letter ? — Oh, no. The Corporation carried it out. 

753. In what way ? — By insisting on the right of the 
Lord Mayor to be the sole clerk of the markets, and the 
power of appointing deputies which he has exercised. 

754. Are there no general markets here? — N o ; not as 
you understand retail markets in England. There was 
an Act passed last year for the creation of the South 
Dublin Market, and the vested rights of the Corpora- 
tion and the Lord Mayor are incorporated in that Act. 
The Corporation opposed the bill till they got that 
clause inserted, and having got it inserted, they retired 
from the opposition — so that that market will be ex- 


clusively under the control of the Lord Mayor as clerk 
of the markets. 

755. That market is not, I believe, in existence at 
present ? — No ; but it is being built. 

756. Will it be a covered market? — Yes; for the 
sale of general commodities — such a market as you 
may see at Liverpool and elsewhere. 

757. Who is the inspector of Smithfield market? 
— Mr. Flood. 

758. When was he appointed? — In January, 1873. 

759. What is his salary ? — £100 per annum. It 
had been £75 a year, as inspector of the hay and straw 
market, but then he was asked to look after the pig 
market, and he got £25 a year more for that. 

760. Is the Smithfield market for the side of hay 
and straw only ? — That is all. 

761. What are the duties of the inspector ? — To ex- 
amine all the hay and straw exposed for sale in the 
market with the view of detecting any fraud; and 
upon discovering any fraud, he is to report the matter 
at once to the Lord Mayor. If the hay or straw is 
condemned by the Lord Mayor, it is to be sold by 
public auction in the market, and the proceeds are to 
be handed to Mr. Haughton, to be by him handed 
over to the credit of the borough fund. 

762. Who is Mr. Haughton? — Mr. Haughton is 
one of the deputies of the market. He resides in 
Dublin ; but Mr. Flood resides in the country. He 
inspects the cart figures. 

763. What are the cart figures? — Figures issued 
whereby the cart may be identified for tareing purposes. 

764. Has he to see that the carts are numbered and 
that their numbers are kept in order, that the passages 
to the market are kept dear, and generally to supervise 
the market in accordance with the by-laws ? — Yes. 

765. Are there a set of by-laws for Smithfield mar- 
ket ? — Yes. 

766. Is there not a fish market ? — That is an open- 
air market. 

7 67. Is it held in the street ? — It is held at three 
o’clock in the morning in the streets, but it is the duty 
of the inspectors or clerks of markets to examine it. 

7 68. What are the hours of the inspectors’ atten- 
dance at Smithfield? — From 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., on Tues- 
days and Saturdays, or later if necessary. The hay 
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and straw markets are only on Tuesdays and Satur- 

* 769. Does he not also attend the pig-market 1 — 
Yes • he has to attend the pig-market every Thurs- 
day 'from 8 a. M. to 4 p.si., or later if necessary. 

770. Ar e his duties to see that the by-laws are 
carried out? — Quite so. 

771. Does he send in reports? — Yes ; one of his 
duties is to send in reports every Tuesday and Satur- 
day, and he furnishes them weekly. 

772. What other officers are in charge of Smithfield 
market ? — One assistant, who gets 5s. a day, on Tues- 
days and Saturdays. 

773. Does Mr. Flood or his assistant receive any 
f ees 1 — No ; they receive no fees whatever. 

774. Is there no fee for bringing hay or straw into 
the market?— No; but there is a fee for weighing it in 
the Corporation scales, and that comes under the head 
of weiglimaster’s duties. 

775. The only fee charged is for the weighing ? — 
Yes. 

776. And do these fees go into the office of the 
weigkmaster ? — Quite so. There are five weigh- 
masters. 

777. The salary of each of these weiglnunsters is, I 
see, paid by fees not exceeding £120 per annum? — 
Quite so. 

778. Do all fees above £120 per annum go to the 
Improvement Fund ? — If they ever exceeded it they 
would, but they have never exceeded that. 

779. Do you get an account every week of the fees 
they receive ? — Yes. 

780. Where are the outcome charges lodged? — In 
my office. There is the form (handing in document). 
The account is furnished with the names of the traders 
and the weights. The charge is made by weight — one 
halfpenny in the hundredweight ; and then, the charge 
paid by the Act of Parliament being very much higher 
than the charge by private weigh-houses outside the 
boundai-ies of the market, the deputy gives a discount 
or rebate to the salesmasters so as to reduce the charges 
as nearly as possible to what it is outside. It is a 
bonus given to the salesmasters. 

781. I see this is marked “Checked, C. Biu-ke.” 
Who is C. Burke?— He was the gentleman who checked 
the accounts. He is dead, but the checking is still 
continued in my office by his successor. 

782. How is the return made by the weiglimaster 
checked ? — By his furnishing the blocks of the tickets 
of the loads of hay. They are carefully checked; 
even the error of a halfpenny or a penny would be 
discovered. 

783. Is the charge the same for hay as for strew ? — 
The same. A halfpenny per hundredweight is the 
limit of the Act. 

784. These returns are made twice a week appa- 
rently? — Every three days. They lodge the amounts 
to the credit of the Improvement Fund, and at the 
end of the month all the fees received for that month 
are divided — one-fifth to each, irrespective altogether 
of what each may get. 

785. So that you have a check on the actual amount 
they receive, and they are not allowed to pocket the 
fees, but all are paid in to the treasurer, to the credit 
of the Improvement Fund? — -Yes. 

786. By whom? — By each weiglimaster. 

787. Why are the names of two porters recorded at 
the foot of each week’s return? — Their wages are 
deducted from the gross receipts. 

78S. What are their wages ? — Their wages are half- 
a-crown a day each. That embraces, you see, the two 
days, — the week you have before you commencing on 
the 4th, and ending on the 8th of April ; and they 
give returns for the whole week. They get half-a- 
crown for Tuesday, and half-a-crown for Saturday. 
There are two days in each week. 

789. The clerk I see gets five shillings? — Yes. It 
is the weighmaster who checks the weighing. He 
moves the lever which records it accurately ; he calls 
out the weight, and then he is responsible for the 


returns. (Handing in document.) That is the form Dublin. 
for weight supplied by the Corporation — it is the April 26, isn. 
block ; and the Corporation for the further protection Mr _ La ,“. 
of the public have put to it the annexed note. 

790. Chairman (reads) : — 

“The buyer and seller are strongly recommended not to assume 
the above tare to be correct, but to send back the empty cart to be 
weighed at any of the Corporation weigh-houses in Kevin-street, 

City-quay, BurgU-quay, or Eden-quay,” etc. 

Witness. — The buyer can send his servant over to 
the nearest Corporation scales ; and liis tare then is 
tested free of cost, provided of course this ticket is 
produced showing it has been weighed before. And 
not only that ; but the buyer and seller have again 
the option of re-testing that weight, at any of the 
Corporation weigh-houses, free of cost. 

791. Mr. M‘Evoy. — But cannot he get the test for 
2(7., without going to the Corporation scales at all, at 
one of those new weigh-bridges ? — Quite so. 

792. These have come into competition with the 
Smithfield ones. 

Witness. — It is a fractional difference of no con- 
sequence to the salesmaster. 

793. Chairman. — Here we have the duties 

(reads) : — 

“ The duties of the weighmaster are to attend every Tuesday 
and Saturday, from 0, a.m. to 5, p.m. (or later if necesasu-y), to 
rctare returning carts, and to test the accuracy of and adjust the 
weigh tables on each market morning before the business of the 
day commences.” 

Yes, an accident might occur to the table by a 
heavy cart going over it on a non-market day. 

794. Chairman (continuing to read) : — 

“ To see that each load of hay or straw be correctly placed upon 
the weigh-tables, and that a rest be properly adjusted, so ns to 
remove the weight from the horse's back, to see that all straps, 
chains, &c., be relieved so ns to admit of the correct weight being 
ascertained, and no fraud attempted. To enter in the blocks of 
the weigli-books the name of the owner and factor (or salesmaster), 
the state of the actual weight recorded by the machine, and if the 
cart has been tared within two months of that date, to enter and 
deduct same from the gross weight, and then fill up the weigli- 
ticket, and on receiving the correct fee, to deliver the note to the 
seller or his representative. To re-weigh all carts when empty if 
not already registered, and record the Corporation number in the 
register kept for that purpose, inserting order of re-weighing and 
any difference, or, if so required by the buyer or seller, to re-weigh 
the cart as often as ordered to do so. 

“ To collect from each salesmaster the fees for weighing in con- 
formity with the usage, allowing a rebate to them for patronizing 
the Corporation weigU-liouses in preference to the private weigli- 
liouscs, whose scale of charges is lower than those of the Corporation. 

•> To lodge in the Bank of Ireland upon receivable order to be 
obtained from the City Treasurer, the net amount of fees received 
after payment of clerk, porter, and office expenses, the return 
having been previously cheeked in the office of the secretary of 
No. 2 Committee.” 

Before the fees are paid in then, they take this 
return of fees to your office. Is this net result then 
checked by you or your clerk, and the return filed in ; 

your office? — Yes, and it is checked by the Govern- 
ment auditor the moment I get it. 

795. In addition to the above is not all the money 
for condemned hay and straw that has been sold by 
auction paid by Mr. Haughton, into the Bank of 
Ireland to the credit of the Improvement Fund ?— 

Yes. 

796. And that seems to complete the duties of 
officers connected with the Smithfield market? — Yes. 

797. Mr. M‘Evoy. — Had you ever a return of the 
receipts and expenditure of the market for the year ? 

Certainly. The receipts never came to the £120. 

798. Mr. O’Donnel (to Chairman). — I can give you 
the receipts for the year that has been, audited. 

799. Mr. M’Evoy. — The Improvement Act contem- 
plates the Smithfield market being self-supporting, 
that there should be no cost to the city. 

800. Chairman (to witness). — There appears to 
have been lodged by deputy weigh-master’s fees re- 
ceived during the year £427 19s. Id. That was for 
the year not yet audited ? — Yes. 

801. By confiscated hay and straw, £8 9s. 6 d. ? — 

Yes • that was the hay and straw confiscated in the 
previous year. 
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Dublin. 
-April 26, lS7i 
Mr. j]nW. ■ 


802. ,£40S 10s. was paid to the five weigh-masters, 
or about .£30 a year each, and I see the year before 
they got but £351 between them ? 

Mr. Jf'Evoy (handing in document). — This is 
what regulates these salaries, this section. 

803. Chairman. — This section says : — 

“ They shall receive such salaries and wages as the Council shall 
think fit, and shall not be allowed to retain any fees, &e.” 

They do not fix a salary; but what they say is — 
you shall receive the fees, subject to certain deductions, 
so long as they do not exceed £120 a year; but, if 


they do not come to so much, you are only to have 
whatever the fees come to ? 

Mr. 31‘Evoy. — But they have tacked on two other 
officers whom they pay out of the Improvement Fund. 
They pay the clerk and two porters out of the Im- 
provement Fund. I have raised it at the audit of the 
accounts. 

804. Chairman.— T hat is the place to raise it, not 
here. 

Mr. M‘Evoy . — If you had the returns I think you 
would find them less than is stated. 


Mr. Patrick 
Haughton. 


Mr. Patrick Haughton (salesmaster) examined. 


SOS. Chairman. — M r. M'Evoy refers to the diminu- 
tion of fees. Can you explain the cause of this? — The pri- 
mary cause of that is the erection from time to time of 
private weigli-houses in the immediate vicinity of the 
mai-ket, owned by factors, who send allthe hay purchased 
by themselves to he weighed in these houses. 

806. It not being compulsory on them to weigh in 
Smithfield market, with the view of reducing that com- 
petition you in fact reduce the fees you are bound to 
charge under the Act of Parliament ? — There are seven 
of those weigh-houses at present, and we are likely to 
have more very shortly. 

807. Was not the cash paid in £446 8s. Id., exclusive 
of arrears from last year’s account ? — Yes. 

808. Out of that the weigh-masters received £408 
10s., and there were other out-goings, for keeping the 
machines in repair, works for repairs, painting, and 
soforth, which are all charged to the Smithfield 
market, making £518 odd ? — Yes. 

809. Mr. M‘Evoy. — Mr. Haughton could tell about 
what I am going to refer to. At first the Corporation 
thought they had secured the right of weighing hay 
and straw ; and then those private weigh-masters 
established by quoting their right to weigh. 

Witness . — That is so. I was informed that was 
the case. 

810. Chairman. — I n Kevin-street market I see the 
Lord Mayor’s deputy has £1 10s. a week, provided he 
receives that amount of fees. What is the Kevin- 
street market for? — It was under the control of the 
Earl of Meath, and was one of the Liberties ; and this 
gentleman is kept there for the weighing of butter, 
bacon, and other commodities, and hay and straw ; and 
his scales are utilised for the general benefit of the 
public. 

811. Mr. M‘Eeoy. — The improvement fund pays the 
expense of the establishment — that is, the rent, taxes, 
and so on ? — It does. 

812. Chairman (reads) : — 

“And the average earning from the date of appointment is 
12s. Id. weekly." 

The fees, therefore, do not come to more than 12s. Id. 
on an average in the week ? — Quite so, that is the 
average of the year. 

813. Are there any other expenses attending this 
market besides the payment of those clerks? — The 
Corporation pay the rent and taxes ; there are no other 
expenses except for the blocks — for printing. 

814. £13 Is. 6 d. was the cost of the establishment 
for the current year? — Yes. 

815. Mi-. Lalor (producing returns). — How. this is 
Spitalfields. That is attended with no expense. 
At one time the receipts were worth £1,600 a year j 
at present they are only worth 10s. a week. 

816. Chairman (to Mr. Lalor). — Mr. Keogh is the 
weigh-master, and is his salary to consist of the fees 
received without any limitation ? — Yes. 

817. His duties are, I see, “ to attend in summer 
from 6 a. ii. to 5 j?.m. ; and in winter from daylight 
to 5 p.m. ; to personally see that each scale in the 
market be properly balanced before the commence- 
ment of business for the day ; to appoint on his own 
-responsibility one or more assistants or clerks, the sal- 
-ary of whom he pays out of his emoluments ? "—Yes. 

818. “ The market is subject to a rent which is pay- 


able by the weigh-master to Mr. Laurence Keo^h.” 
Then, in point of fact, lie pays the rent and does every- 
thing for what he gets in the way of fees ? — He does 
everything for what he gets. 

819. What do you suppose it is worth ? — The mar , 
ket is merely a nominal thing ; I am quite sure he 
only receives about 10s. a week for it. 

820. Is there any account returned of it? — It has 
not been returned for some time. The rent is about 
£50 a year. 

821. What proof have you he does not receive more 
than £50 ? — No proof, but a certain knowledge. 
There has been no record for five years certainly. 

822. Evidently when that arrangement was fixed, 
it was contemplated he would realize larger emolu- 
ments out of his receipts? — Yes. When that market 
was introduced it flourished very much, but it went 
down very rapidly, and became a responsibility to the 
Corporation, and they threw it up. 

823. Do you know what is the last year of which 
you have any account? — No ; there certainly has been 
none for five years. 

824. Mr. M'Evoy. — Have there been any complaints 
about the scales and weights of that market? — The 
scales and weights are tested by the inspector of 
weights and measures, free of all charge by us. The 
“ craner ” has his title under tlie charter. 

825. Practically the market is his market ? — Yes. 

826. Mr. Lawless. — Is there any claim on the Cor- 
poration for the rent ? — There is no claim on the Cor- 
poration. 

827. Suppose you appointed no weigh-master, who 
would have to pay the rent ? — There would be no rent 
then payable. 

828. Chairman. — Who is Mr. Laurence Keogh to 
•whom the rent is payable? — He is the present owner 
of the market, and a cousin of the weighmaster. 

829. Mr. Lawless.— You say here (referring to 
return), the market is subject to a rent, that means a 
rent payable to some owner. Frimd fade that would 
mean a rent payable by the Corporation to somebody 
or other? — The rent is paid by the craner; there is 
no claim whatever on the Corporation. 

830. Chairman. — Why is it you never received any 
account of these fees since August, 1857 ? — The answer 
to that must be that the' expenses of the markets ex- 
ceeded the fees, and the Corporation were so satisfied 
of that, that they ceased to keep any record. The 
cause of this is to be found in the “Weights and 
Measures (Ireland), Act,” by which all tret was abol- 
ished. The alteration in the Act allowed individuals 
to use their own scales. 

831. Now, let us turn to the Hide-crane and Bag- 
market, Bonham-streefc. Is that let by the Corporation ? 
— It is ah annual holding,- rent being received for it. 

832. Is rent paid to the Corporation for it?— Yes. 

833. Then, in fact, it belongs to the Corporation? — 
The ground belongs to the Corporation, and the Lord 
Mayqr has control over it as he has over all other 
markets. 

834. The annual rent is paid apparently by James 
Macken, who is, I suppose, the weighmaster ? — Yes ; 
he is the “ craner.” Ho is the recognised tenant of the 
market. 

835. Pe pays £50 a year, and gets what he can out 
of it?— Yes. 
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S36. Is he required to make any return to the com- 
mittee of the Corporation of what he gets by it? — No. 

837. Is it let to the highest bidder ? — 1 do not know. 
It belongs to No. 3 Committee, you see, who have charge 
of the laud on lease. 

838. Mr. Curtin . — It was let in the year 1863 to 
the present tenant, at an annual rent of £7 0. Reasons 
were put forward by him why the rent should be re- 
duced, and the committee reduced the rent to £50 a year. 

839. Do you know' whether it was then put up to 
competition ? — I do not think it was. 


840. Has the same man remained as tenant? — The 
same man has remained as tenant. 

841. Did they take any steps to ascertain whether 
they could get a better letting ? — I cannot say. 

842. Mr. Lawless. — Was it let from year to year ? 
— It was let for one year. 

843. Chairman. — Having let it to him, did the Cor- 
poration absolve themselves from all responsibility ? — 
It has been set as a tenement. 

844. Is no supervision exercised over this craner ? — 
There is no supervision over him. 


Mr. Michael Lyons examined. 


845. Witness. — About two years since a memorial 
was sent in giving an account of the grievances under 
w'hich the hide merchants of the city of Dublin, of 
which I am one, laboured under ; and it so chanced I 
preserved a copy of it, and I cannot do better than lay 
it before you. (Hands in copy of memorial.) 

846. Chairman (having read memorial). — The sub- 
stance and gist of this memorial is that the weigh- 
master has become a dealer in hides and skins to the 
prejudice, as you allege, of the trade ? — Yes. 

847. This was in 1865. Have any steps been taken 
by the Corporation? — None whatever, although I paid 
a visit to Mi-. Lalor, and to the law agent. 

848. Do you consider the same state of tilings still 
continues ? — I am sure of it. 

849. And you say one of the rules that formerly 
governed the crane-master was that he should neither 
buy nor sell ? — Precisely so. 

850. Did you ask Mr. Lalor whether that was one 
of the rules when you were with him, or did you take 
steps to inquire whether that was one of the rules before 
writing ? — I knew from my own knowledge that was 
the old custom. I think I spoke to Mr. Lalor on the 
very same subject. 

851. Did you ascertain whether or not, when the 
market was let to the present man, any such conditions 
were imposed on him? — Mr. Lalor told me there was 
no such condition imposed. Mr. Morgan, the law 
agent, gave me to understand that it was illegal for 
him to be a dealer, and told me to renew the applica- 
tion before the next letting. Well, we never had any 
intimation of a new letting since. 

852. There does not appear to have been any new 
letting? — Probably not. 

853. Was that memorial signed by yourself and 
several others? — By myself and six others. 

854. And no answer has been received? — No 
answer has been received. Mr. Lalor told me the 
reason no answer was received was, that it was not got 
up at a regular meeting ; that all the signatures fol- 
lowed in succession, and that there was no one to be 
selected from the list of signatures to reply to. Mr. 
Lalor told me he brought it before the committee, and 
that this was the only answer given to him ; although 
our addresses were given in it. 

855. Did you either offer to present a fresh memorial 
signed by yourself on behalf of the others, or express 
a desire you should received an answer yourself? — I 
told him I or any other of the names in the list would 
be happy to receive the answer, and that for that 
reason' he might send it to any one of ns. I called on 
Mr. Morgan a year or so after, and Mr. Morgan’s 
advice was for me to take it up before the next let- 
ting. 

856. Mr. Lawless. — Is there any by-law of the Cor- 
poration preventing a person engaged in the hide trade 
being a craner, or requiring the craner should not be 
in that particular trade ? 

Mx\ Lalor . — I am not aware. 

857. I suppose there are by-laws? — There are no 
by-laws attached to this market. The answer to the 
memorial was this : — It is not under the control of the 
market committee. The memorial when received was 


referred to Committee No. 3 for inquiry. They sent 
it back again to Committee No. 2 to make inquiry and 
investigation. Committee No. 2 investigated the 
matter ; they went inlo details of the memorial ; and 
they found that the allegation of the memorial was to 
the effect that the buyers in the market were in- 
juriously affected by the competition of the trade ; but 
that the country people — the sellers^ — were not only 
perfectly satisfied, but were rather pleased at the 
additional competition, as they thereby received a 
higher price than if the competition were limited to 
the natural traders of the city. 

S5S. Is there a report to that effect in existence? — 
That matter was then investigated by the Committee ; 
it was referred to Committee No. 3 ; they carefully 
investigated the matter, and then they foimd there 
was no injustice to the sellers of the hides who sent in 
there, but that it was rather a benefit ; that there was 
no fraud, and no intention of fraud detectable; but 
that it had rather the effect of enhancing the value of 
the goods sent in. 

859. And No. 2 Committee reported to No. 3 Com- 
mittee ? — Yes. 

860. Did No. 3 Committee take any steps in the 
matter? — No. 

861. Chairman (to Mi-. Martin, secretary to No. 3 
Committee). — Do you know, Mr. Martin, whether any 
steps were taken by Committee No. 3 in that matter? 

Mr. Lalor. — The report came from No. 3 to No. 2 
Committee, to investigate. They investigated it, and 
sent it back to Committee No. 3, who sent it back to 
Committee No. 2. The duties of No. 2 Committee 
then ceased, and it was for No. 3 Committee to act 
upon it. Therefore, I had no authority to communi- 
cate with Mr. Lyons, or any gentlemen whose names 
were, in the memorial. 

862. You remember Mi-. Lyons calling on you when 
they did not receive an answer, to inquire why they 
did not receive an answer? — I remember Mr. Lyons 
calling, and he was very kind in giving me all infor- 
mation to help me on the road of the inquiry. I am 
under the impression I told Mr. Lyons (it was a couple 
of years ago) that the matter was in the department of 
No. 3 Committee, and that, doubtless, he would get an 
answer from them. I did not intend to convey any 
such impression as that Mr. Lyons labours under. 

863. Witness. — One gentleman, who is one of the 
largest dealers in hides in Dublin, became so tho- 
roughly disgusted, he ceased for several years to trade 
in the market at all ; and he wanted me to follow suit, 
and said we would certainly close up the market. 

864. Mr. Lawless. — How do you think, Mr. Lyons, 
the fact of the craner being in the trade affects the 
buyer and seller injuriously? — I. will tell you how it 
affects me, and probably others too. Collectors of 
hides through the country take in several classifications 
of hides, some heavy hides and some light ones. _ For 

' instance, kid skins go in, rabbit skins go in, and skins of 
that kind. Then, the cranemaster scarcely ever touches 
the heavy lot of hides, for which the competition is so 
large and our profits so small, but passes to the small 
class of hides he lias picked out of these, and leaves 
to contend with the heavy lots in our hands. 


Dublin. 
April 2G, 1877. 
Mr. Haugliton. 


Mr. Michael 
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Dublin. 
April 36, 1877. 
ifr. .1. J. Lalor. 


Mr. Labor's examination resumed. 


865. Witness. — The remaining two markets, the 
butter and egg market in Little Green-street, and the 
united butter market in Thomas-street, are old markets 
that have died out. 

866. Chairman. — How many weigh-liouses are there? 
— Three ; at Eden-quay, City-quay, and Burgh-quay, 
weigh-liouses have been established. 

867. How long have they been established there ? — 
Since very shortly after Lord Mayor Joyut’s report. 
At tbo time they were established, during which there 
was no charge for weighing, there was no business 
done at all. Then they were intended for the weighing 
of coals. Then people occasionally dropped in with 
a load of corn or scrap iron ; and it was represented 
to the committee they might be of general use, and 
that a uniform charge might be made, and a uniform 
charge is now made of 2d. per each load not exceeding 
two tons, and a penny per each ton or part of a ton 
over. This is on the gross weight of the cart and 
horse. There is the form furnished every week to the 
committee. (Hands in form.) 

868. J ames Macken, Burgh-quay, gets 40s. per week ; 
Henry Carter, City-quay, 15s. per week; and William 
Harwood, Eden-quay, 28s. 6 d. per week? — Yes. 

869. How do you get their receipts? — Mr. Macken 
goes down, and checks over the record from the 
blocks, and sends that up officially. They are bound 
in a book, and the accounts are checked over by the 
auditor. 

870. Do. these weigli-houses pay or not? — Eden- 
quay pays us, and the others are a loss ; the three 
taken together result in a loss. 


871. Can you say what was that loss last year ?— 

Mr. O'Donel. — Here are the returns for the three. 

(Hands in returns.) 

872. Chairman (having examined returns).— 
Practically, I find Eden-quay weigh-house just pays 
its expenses, and the others are worked with a loss of 
.£150 per annum between them. 

873. Mr. Janies Davis, solicitor. — On the subject of 
charges made on shipping called city dues, I would 
wish to ask why it is that some charges are made on 
vessels which don’t use the tubs and weights at all. I 
must assume it is right I suppose, but it is a hardship. 

Witness — There are no means for compelling you 
to use them, but nevertheless they are there for your 
use if you require them. 

874. Chairman. — There is a special Act of Parlia- 
ment dealing with the subject. 

Mr. M'Evoy. — If you read the report of the Com- 
missioners of 1835, you will find the whole matter 
discussed there, and it is very doubtful whether legally 
they can be charged for or not. 

Witness. — The Corporation are very liberal with 
regal'd to the use of these tubs and weights. If a ship 
is required to be discharged rapidly, and a second or 
third set are required for additional hatches, every 
succeeding set after the first is only charged half price 
for. 

Mr. M‘Evoy. — It is a matter for consideration 
whether there is any necessity for keeping up these 
tubs at all. 

875. Chairman. — That may be a question for 
Parliament, but not for us. 


April 27, 1877. APRIL 27, 1S77. 

(Before Mr. Corbett and Mr. Lawless, q.c.) 
Mr. J. J. Lalor. Mr. J. J. Lalor re-examined. 


876. Lawless. — You are secretary of No. 2 
Committee ? — Yes. 

877. Are you acquainted with the constitution and 
management of the cattle market ? — I am. 

878. Under what Act was that market formed ? — It 
was under the Improvement Act of 1849, the 12th 
and 13th Yic. That gave the Corporation the power 
of constructing markets. 

879. Then ic was under the 12th and 13th Yic., 
c. 97 ? — Quite so. 

880. Was the market constructed first by a cattle 
market company formed under this Act ? — There was a 
company sought powers to make a market, and the Cor- 
poration exercised their powers under the Act of 1849. 

SSI. Mr. M‘Evoy . — After spending a couple of 
thousand pounds in opposing that bill ? — I have only 
to deal with the facts. It was under the Act of 1849, 
which gave full powers. 

882. Mr. Lawless. — The cattle market was con- 
structed by the Corporation then ?— Y es. 

883. When was it constructed ? — It commenced in 
1863, and was completed in 1S64, or rather opened then. 

884. What was the expense of constructing that 
market ? — The first expense was £17,000. 

885. How was that money raised?— It was raised 
by mortgages, with a defeasance upon them that the 
lenders of the money undertook to take any per-centage 
that the markets would pay not exceeding six per 
cent., and the money was lent on a term of fifty years. 

886. You state that the £17,000 — the first amount 
borrowed — was payable in fifty years ? — Yes. 

887. Was it by instalments ? — No ; there is no thing 
about a sinking fund. It is payable in fifty years, the 
Corporation reserving to themselves the right of re- 
demption at any time. 

888. In other words, it was left outstanding for 
fifty years ? — Quite so. The Corporation can redeem 
at any time. 

889. Upon what security is that £17,000 borrowed ? 
— The Act, of course, makes the improvement fund 
liable, but the interest is solely secured upon the 
income of the cattle market. It was borrowed for fifty 


years from the 1st of January, 1864. The first two or 
three years they did not pay the full six per cent. 

890. When was the cattle market opened? — In 
1864. 

891. You say the first two or three years they did 
not pay the full six per cent, interest?— No ; but the 
balances due in these years have since been made good. 

892. The £17,000 was borrowed upon debenture 
mortgages bearing interest at six per cent., but subject 
to the condition that, in case the surplus half-yearly 
amount of profits of the market, after the payment of 
all expenses and management, should not in any 
half year produce a sum sufficient to pay interest on 
the entire sum borrowed at the rate of six per cent, 
that the mortgagees should accept such lower rate of 
interest for the half year as the surplus income would 
be adequate to pay ?— Yes. 

893. Were there any further sums borrowed?— 
There were; £550 to complete over and above the 
£17,000 issued to the contractor'. 

894. That makes £17,550?— The latter of which 
sums hears interest at five per cent. only. 

895. Was that subject to the same conditions as the 
£17,000 ? — It is subject to the same conditions. 

896. Were there any further sums borrowed? — 
There were, for the further extension of the market. 

897. When were they borrowed ? — They were bor- 
rowed five years ago — in 1872. There was £3,500 
borrowed then at four and a half per cent, fixed. 

898. Was there a further sum of £3,500 borrowed ? 
—There was a further sum of £3,500 borrowed for still 
further extending and increasing the accommodation. 

899. At what rate of interest was that borrowed ?— 
On the same principle and on the same terms as the 
loan of £17,000, viz., six per cent., subject to deduc- 
tion if the profits did not realize the full amount. 

900. Mr. M‘Evoy. — From the improvement fund 
the whole interest came? — The interest was to be 
paid out of the profits of the markets. The sums 
borrowed form a portion of the £100,000 authorized 
by the Act of 1849 to be borrowed. 

901. Mr. Lawless. — What is the cattle marke 
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for ilie sale of 1 — For the sale of all live animals — 
horses, cows, calves, sheep, goats, pigs — everything. 

902! Wliat is the income derived from it — I mean 
•what "is the nature of it 1— Solely from dues of cattle 
exposed for sale— sold or unsold. All cattle brought 
into the market pay certain tolls fixed by schedule. 

903. Under what authority is that schedule pre- 
y«n rod 1 — Under the Act of 1849. 

1 904. Do the Corporation derive any rents from any 
portion of the premises on the market ? — There are 
wooden offices erected for the convenience of the 
aiiesmasters, and they pay a weekly rent for the use 
of them. 

905. So that the income derived from the markets 
consists of these two sources only 1 — There are further 
incomes. There is the rent of the City Arms hotel, 
which was part and parcel of the premises of the 
market; and five brick ‘-'seed offices” in one of the 
passages. 

906. How are they set, and what for 1 — They may 
he set for almost anything you please. Some of them 
are used by seed merchants, some of them by a cloth 
merchant for the exhibition of his goods, and they are 
called “ seed offices ” technically. 

907. Dicl the Corporation purchase the ground 
upon which the markets stand, or do they rent it ? — 
They rent it. 

90S. Wliat rent do tliev pay for it 1— They pay Mr. 
Jamison £225 a year for the cattle market, and they 
pay Mr. John Martin £90 a year. That is the only 
rent they pay and that includes the hotel. 

909. That makes £315 a year as rent?— Yes. 

910. For wliat term do the Corporation hold the 
premises ?—’ They hold in perpetuity, I believe. 

911. Mr. O' Donnell (city accountant). — The rates 
vary. The rents that were paid for 1875 were £335 
8s. id. 

912. Mr. Lawless. — Does that include arrears? — 
No, that was for the year 1875. 

913. But there must be arrears of rates or rent in 
it ? — Arrears that were not asked for or demanded. 
It was actually drawn, but not asked for. 

Mr. Lalor. — Yes ; that is so. 

914. Mr. Lawless (to Mi-. Lalor).— What officers 
do the Corporation employ for the management of these 
markets ? — Mr. Gallagher. 

915. What is his official position? — Superinten- 
dent, and his duties are defined in the document 
I handed in ; and his salary and date of appointment. 

916. Is there only one superintendent ? — Only one 
superintendent. 

917. What is his salary — £100 a year? — £100 a 
year. There are labourers of- course employed who 
are not officers. 

91S. Chairman. — And how long has he been ap- 
pointed ? — Nearly four years. 

919. Mr. Lawless. — I suppose there was some one 
in the place before him? — Yes, Mr. M'Cann. 

920. Is it Mr. Gallagher's duty to receive the tolls 
and dues payable by the vendors of cattle in the 
market ? — It is. 

921. Is it his duty to keep an account of the money 
so received? — It is. 

922. And how does he pay it into the Corporation 1 
— It is paid in every week and lodged by him on 
a receivable order which he gets from the city treasurer. 

923. Does he lodge the money himself or hand it 
over to the city treasurer ? — By a recent order of the 
Council all moneys are lodged by the officers. The 
treasurer receives no money. Mr. Gallagher’s account 
is furnished every week to Committee No. 2, giving 
the names of the owners of the cattle — separating the 
description of the cattle, giving the number of beasts, 
the number of sheep, the office rent paid, and the 
gross value, from which he deducts the wages of the 
labourers previous to lodging the balance. 

924. Chairman. — Is that a new system in conse- 
quence of the defalcations that arose under the other 
• superintendent’s management? — No; it was the old 
system, not carried out. 


925. Because Mr. Finlay, in reporting on the defal- Dublin. 
cations of Mr. M‘Canu, said there was no check exer- AprUVi, isn. 
eised upon his receipts, but that now there, was a more jj r j j j iR ] or _ 
efficient system?— No, it is the same system, but it 

was not then checked ; it was not carried out. It was 
not earned out by the officei- whose duty it was to clo 
it. 

926. Mr. Lawless. — Wliat were the defalcations 
of Mr. M-Cann? — About £315. 

927. Sir. O'Donnell— £ 114 were made good of tlio 
deficiency in the year Mr. Finlay audited. It was the 
first year of the audit he discovered it, aud that amount 
was made good. The rest was lost. 

Witness. — Not lost. It was secured to the Cor- 

poration on bond at his death. 

928. Chairman (to Mr. Lalor). — It is not, 1 believe, 
paid yet, but you have a bond for it? — Yes. 

929. Mr. Lawless. — Is it by an insurance? — Not 
by the Corporation, hut by the family. It is part and 
parcel of the boud. 

930. Your pi-esent superintendent, however, is 
obliged to lodge the money every week ? — Yes, every 
week. 

931. Has he given any security? — He lias. 

932. On what terms?— £500. 

933. Is that by bond?— It is by two sureties and 
himself — himself in £200, and two sureties in £150 

934. Have you got liis bond? — It is in the Town 
Clerk’s Office — in the muniment room. (Bond subse- 
quently produced.) 

935. You -say there are labourers employed, at the 
Cattle Market ? — Yes. 

936. By whom .are they employed? Is it by the 
Superintendent? — There is an overseer’s assistant ap- 
pointed by the Corporation, and the labourers by the 
superintendent, subject to the approval of the Com- 
mittee; and any alteration, if he has occasion to dis- 
miss a man for absence or misconduct, he reports, and 
savs, “ I have nominated so and so,” who is taken on 
approbation for a month, and if found to be worthy, 
aud favourably reported on by the superintendent, he is 
allowed to continue. 

937. Is it the case, then, that the superintendent is 
the only officer appointed by the Corporation, and paid 
direct by them ? — The superintendent, and Mr. Don- 
nelly as overseer. 

938. I find the superintendent returns here the 
•noss amount of the collections, and deducts the weekly 
wages from it ? — Quite so. 

939. The weekly wages last year were £93 Os. 1(M. ? 

— Quite so. 

940. Does that include the head mans wages, and 
the wages of all the men, exclusive of the superintend- 
ent? — Exclusive of the superintendent. There is an 
item there charged for scavenging which formerly used 
to he paid to No. 1 Committee for cleansing the mar- 
ket. However, Committee No. 2 advertised for ten- 
ders to get the work done, and Committee No. 1 sent 
in a tender and offered to do it for £61 a year. Com- 
mittee No. 2 thought they would make better arrange- 
ments, and now employ scavengers of their own. The 
difference is not much. It might so happen that that 
account you are looking at was paid a few days before . 

August, 1875, and not within the year, so that the 
charge I allude to may not be in that. 

941 . They only ehargeforthelabourers in the account 
for this year?— Quite so ; but the other was an exist- 
ing charge. It was formerly £61 a year, and now the 
Committee employ two men of their own, and sweep the 
markets themselves. 

942. By whom are the rents for the cattle or seed 
offices received? Are they received by the super- 
intendent ? — The superintendent receives the stilage 
rent and the rent of the wooden offices in the market, 
and the city treasurer receives all the others. 

943. Mr. O'Donnell, city accountant. — He issues a 
receivable order to the tenants, who lodge the money 
in the Bank of Ireland. 

944. Mr. Lawless (to Mr. Lalor). — It does not go- 
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Dublin. through the hands of the superintendent ? — No ; it does 

J April 27,1877. ]iOt. 

Mr J .T Lalor 945. Is it the duty of the superintendent to keep an 
account of the number of cattle of every kind brought 
into the market? — It is. 

946. I see you commenced on the 1st of September, 
1S75, with a credit in favour of the market of a sum 
of .£488 13s. lid., and then you mention in your 
account as due by tire capital account £2,445 12s. 2d. ( 
—Yes. 

947. How did that amount come to pass from the 
revenue account into the capital account ? — It was 
money expended on the repairs and extension of the 
market — not borrowed. 

948. Money expended out of income! — Out of in- 
come — on repairs, extension, and maintenance. It is 
not borrowed and bears no interest. 

949. And practically it is not repayable ? — No ; it 
is invested in the market. 

950. Mr. M'Evoy . — I thought that was to go to the 
improvement fund — any profit remaining over after 
the 6 per cent, was paid. 

951. Mr. Lawless (to Mr. Lalor). — I perceive the 
receipts of the market for the year ending 31st of 
August, 1876, were £2,387 14s. 3d., and to that is to 
be added £223 12s. received for rents, including the 
rents of the hotel and seed offices ? — Quite so ; not the 
rents of the wooden offices though. Only the rents of 
the hotel and seed offices. The weekly offices held by 
the salesm asters are paid weekly. 

952. They come in under the head of stilages ? — 
Yes. 

953. That would make the gross receipts for the 
year of the cattle market £2,611 6s. 3d. ? — I have not 
the figures before me to check it, but I will take it 
that that is correct. Permit me to correct the state- 
ment I luade in reference to the sureties of Mr. 
Gallagher. I find the amount is £600, and not £500 
as I stated — himself in £300 and two sureties in £150 
each, jointly. 

954. What is the meaning of the small item lodged 
by Miss Dowd — £2 1 3s. 4d. ? — Her proportion of the 
insurance. 

955. Who is she? — Tenant of the hotel. The Cor- 
poration insure for a certain sum, aud she is bound to 
pay one-third of the insurance. The Corporation pays 
the entire sum first and she recoups them. 

956. I see they take credit for the payment of in- 
surance — £5 15s. 9d. ? — Quite so. 

957. Wliat is this sum £39 Is. 3d. that I see in the 
return ? — That is the amount yielded by the £3,500 
borrowed the year previously. It was not used im- 
mediately and was put in the bank on deposit receipt 
for the purpose of bearing interest. The money was 
borrowed in bulk, and was only expended by instal- 
ments. 

958. Are Mr. Gallagher’s sureties living? — Oh, yes. 

959. I see an item of expenditure claimed here — 
£525 6s. lid. — for payment of rent and taxes? — Yes ; 
for two rents payable by the market committee. 

960. Are there any arrears in that £525 6s. lid. ? 
—There are, but we don’t understand them as arrears 
— rents not called for. 

961. They were not withheld? — No; they were 
not asked for. I think it was £150. 

962. The rates for the year 1875 are described as 
amounting to £212 19s. 5d. 1 — Yes ; about that. 

Mr. O’Donnell. — It was £135 8s. 4d., consolidated 
rates on the land, and £49 14s. 10d., rates on the 
premises, and £27 16s. 3d. on the seed offices. 

963. Mr. Lawless. — What are the rates on?— The 
premises and seed offices. 

964. (To Mr. Lalor). — What is the rent received for 
the hotel? — £80 a year was the rent received at that 
time, but it lias increased since then. The rent is £1 1 5 
since improvements were made. 

965. I see the first item of expenditure is the super- 
intendent’s salaiy for himself, and amounting to £100 
a year. "What is the meaning of £107 being charged? 
— That is the difference of income tax deducted from 


his salaiy the year before and paid to the Income Tax 
Commissioners, and charged to his salary. * 

966. Under the head of veterinary expenses v 0 „ 
charge £111 6s., as paid to Mr. Josephs ?— Yes. ’ J 

967. How is he paid ? — Two guineas a week. 

968. For every week in the year ? — Yes. 

969. What are his duties ?— To inspect tiie markets 
to see thatthere are no diseased animals exposed for sale’ 
If he discovers one he removes it into the quarantine 
depot put up there, and then they are dealt with by 
the veterinary department of the Privy Council. The 
Corporation only remove. No diseased cattle are 
allowed to go into the market, but it being possible 
that they might slip in in the dark at night, he looks 
for them, and if any are discovered they are instantly 
removed and put into the depot. 

970. I see you receive a payment of £6 1— Yes, that 
is for the payment of expenses occasioned by postage, 
car-hire, and other things, and accounted for weekly. ’ 

971. It is not by way of salary ?— No ; it is accounted 
for weekly. The committee meet at the cattle market 
occasionally, and the books have to be brought over 
there. It is not an actual expense. There is a balance 
in my hands generally. 

972. The expense of lighting the cattle market was 
£56 15s. -id. for last year?— I think that included 
former balances. 

973. What is the contract with the gas company ? 

The same as on the city lamps. 

974. Is it by the lamp the payment is made?— So 
much per lamp. Each lamp is supposed to burn five 
cubic feet per hour. They are lighted on Wednesdays 
in the winter evenings from five o’clock till daylight 
on Thursdays. 

975. There is an item for gas-lamps, £13 17s. M. 
Is that for the erection of lamps ? — For the erection of 
lamps on the new and extended premises. These lamps 
are charged against capital, and if they were not so 
treated, the cost would have to be borrowed. 

976. Under the head of “Mountings,” there are 
charges for making repairs. Are they to the tum-stile? 
— For paving and whatever other absolute repairs are 
required — iron work broken down by the cattle. 

977. That comes under a distinct heading? — Yes; 
repairs not included in the contract. 

978. The principal item of credit taken here is 
£1,541 12s. 9d. for interest paid on the cattle market 
bonds ? — Quite so. 

979. That is made up in two sums — one paid by Mr. 
Nugent Robinson, £851 19s. 3 d., and the other since 
paid by the committee, £613 10s. 6d. ? — Quite so. 

Mr. O’DonneU. — That includes arrears. £1,515 a 
year, I think, is the interest payable on the cattle 
market bonds. 

980. Mr. Lawless. — On the £17,550? — On£24,550. 
£17,000 first, then £550, then £3,500, and a second 
sum of £3,500. 

Mr. Lalor. — There are some of those the interest of 
which have never been called for. 

981. Mr. Lawless. — Do you mean the full interest 
of six per cent, out of the profits of the market on the 
£17,000 ? — The whole sum. 

982. This sum of £1,541 12s. 9d. included some 
arrears ? 

Mr. O'Donnell. — Yes. 

983. I find an item of expenditure here which I 
think requires explanation — £290 2s. 8 d. that is 
described as being a balance remaining in Nugent 
Robinson’s hands out of sums paid to him for the 
purpose of paying interest on the cattle market bonds. 
Will you explain how they took credit for that? — 
Sums amounting to £1,142 11s. lid. were advanced 
to Mr. Robinson by No. 2 Committee, for the purpose 
of paying interest on cattle market bonds. Of that 
sum he applied £851 19s. 3d. in paying interest upon 
those bonds, and the balance £290 2s. 8d. was part of 
his deficiency. All the deficiency in respect of the 
oattle market has been made good. 

984. And the result of the account for the year 
ending 31st August, 1876, even before the deficiencies 
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■were made good, was a credit of .£121 Os. 2d. 1 — 
Quite so. 

985. So that the cattle market more than pays its 
expenses, repairs, and interest on bonds? 

Mr. Lalor. — Yes ; the full interest upon all its 
obligations, after which it leaves a trifling balance to 
he carried forward. The result of that arrangement 
is that in place of obliging the Corporation to borrow 
for every Uttle trifling repair the profits of the market 
are able to meet all the expenses. 

986. Chairman. — Are then all necessary repairs 
paid out of profits? 

Mr. Lalor. — Not only that but also some extensions. 

987. Mr. Lawless. — Does Mr. Gallagher hold any 
other office ? — Not under the Corporation. 

988. Chairman. — All the cattle were formerly sold 
in Sinithfiekl Market. What are sold in it now ? — 
Pi«s and store cattle are still sold in Smithfield 
Market. It is a free market under the Act. 

989. Smithfield being a free market, under the Act, 
you were excluded from levying tolls in that market. I 
have been reading Mr. Morgan’s report on the markets, 
in which he refers to the great nuisance caused by 
havin" the pig market in Smithfield? — It is not 
exactly a nuisance, but the pig market has over-grown 
itself. 

990. What he says is this — 

“The pig market of Dublin, belli during more than thirty years 
past on each Thursday, in the street called Hay-market, presents the 
strongest evidence of neglect, and defiance of all proper regulation. 
The same erroneous tradition above referred to in description of the 
hay and straw market, has been also relied upon as conferring a 
right to frontage space for standings in the pig market 

“Similar sales of standing room have been made in the pig market 
and the possession of snch standings has been preserved in that 
market by placing twenty-nine or thirty pig pens together with 
chains and padlock, and leaving them on the pavement, thuscreating 
a public nuisance and a permanent obstruction from three o’clock, 
p.m., on each Wednesday, until conclusion of Thursday's market. 

“X have verv frequently, by reports, called the attention of your 
Committee to the necessity of erecting pillars, or spud stones, to 
define the pig market area, and indemnifying the Lord Mayor for 
the personal exercise of his undoubted authority, with the assistance 
of the Police Commissioners, to cause this disgraceful obstuctinn to 
he prevented by the removal from the pavement of all pens, save 
during about two hours within daylight on each Wednesday, and 
also the removal of all pens from off that street after conclusion of 
Thursday's pig market, until three o’clock, p.m., on the following 
Wednesday, and then to he re-erected only within the space to be 
euclosed by pillars.” 

What I want to know is whether if the pig market 
were removed to the cattle market it would not he a 
great advantage ? — Decidedly a great advantage. 

991. If such an arrangement were effected I pre- 
sume you have plenty of space thei-e? — Yes ; but the 
Corporation have no power to remove the pig market. 

992. Have they not the same power to remove it 
as they had to remove the cattle market ? — No ; the 
cattle market is not removed. There is only better 
accommodation provided for the market. 

993. Why should not the same influences which in- 
duced the cattle dealers to take their cattle to the new 
cattle market, induce the pig dealers to remove the pig 
market ? — So they would but for the vested interests 
in frontages. The persons who live in Smithfield are 
the par-ties who sell swine on co mm i s sion, and as long 
as they can accommodate themselves and do their 
business where they live, they will not consent to a 
removal of the market. It is not a vested interest — it 
could not be enforced as a legal light, but it has be- 
come an interest by custom. In the cattle market in 
Prussia-street, there is ample accommodation for the 
sale of all store cattle, horses, swine, donkeys, and all 
live animals sold in Dublin. It rests with the people 
to come to the Corporation and they will provide 
accommodation, hut the putting up of pens is a very 
expensive thing, and it would be a great disappoint- 
ment to find afterwards that they would not be used. 

994. It would surely be a great advantage if the 
pigs could be kept out of the hay market adjoining 

■ Smithfield. The Act only applies to Smithfield? — Well, 
the street called the Hay-market is the place where the 
straw is sold, and it is part and parcel of Smithfield. 


995. Has it always been considered as forming part Dublin. 

of Smithfield?— Quite so. April 37, mi. 

996. Would it not be possible to define an area for jf r j j L a i or . 
the pig market, by putting up railings and pens as 
suggested by Mr. Morgan ? — It would be desirable, 

but not expedient. If you put up railings and pens 
for the pig market on Thursdays, they would interfere 
with the sale of hay and straw on Tuesdays and 
Saturdays. 

997. Has that report ever been submitted to the 
Corporation ? — It has been submitted to the Council, 
and part of it approved by the committee and acted 
upon. 

998. Mr. Lawless. — I do not find in the account 
for the year ending August, 1876, any item for scaveng- 
ing ? — It was not paid that year. In the year ending 
1875, you will see, £101 13s. id. for scavenging as 
per contract. At that time there was a contract with 
No. 1 Committee. 

999. Is there now? — No. 

1000. How is the work of scavenging done now? — 

Committee No. 2, employ two men as scavengers, 
whose services are further available on market days. 

1001. Those men are employed as scavengers for 
cleaning the market? — Yes; and their services are 
further available on Thursdays or market days, as 
police to keep order. 

1002. By whom are they paid ? — They are paid 
directly by Committee No. 2. 

1003. Their wages do not appear in the cattle mar- 
ket account ? — They are not brought into the weekly 
account. They are paid direct by No. 2. Committee. 

1004. Out of what funds are they paid by Com- 
mittee No. 2 ? — The cattle market. 

Mr. O'Donnell. — They are charged in the current ' 
year. 

1005. Chairman. — What did the sale of the manure 
produce? — No. 1 Committee cleaned the market for 
£61 a year ; and No. 2 Committee had nothing to do 
with the manure. Since Committee No. 2 have been 
paying their own men for scavenging, they receive 
directly the money for the sale of manure. 

1006. Mr. Lawless.— By the new arrangement 
Committee No. 2 are entitled to the money for the 
sale of manure?— Yes; and the item will appear in 
the current year’s accounts. 

1007. How often is the manure sold? — The con- 
tractor who has the manure has to collect and remove 
it. At the present moment there are advertisements 
issued inviting tenders for the sale of the manure. The 
contract with No. 1 Committee was up to the 31st 
August, 1876 ; and since then, No. 2 Committee have 
taken over the cleaning of the market to themselves — 
some time after the commencement of the Corporation 
year; and they have since continued the same con- 
tractor who was employed by No. 1 Committee, and 
upon the same terms. They have lately caused adver- 
tisements to he published in all the newspapers 
inviting tenders for the sweeping and cleansing of the 
markets, upon conditions laid down by them. 

1008. Chairman.— What I understand you to say 
is this : that since the end of the financial year, the 
31st August, 1876, a new arrangement has been entered 
into, by which Committee No. 2 find and pay two 
men at a cost of 38s. per week for the sweeping the 
market; but notwithstanding that, they have, you 
say, continued the old contractor employed by No. 1 
Committee to cleanse the market. Pray explain that ? 

Committee No. 1 had a contractor and Committee 

No 2 have continued him, who undertakes, as soon as 
all the sweepings are brought out of the stalls into the 
alleys and crossings and placed there in small heaps, 
to remove it out of the market. For the manure he 
pays 6d. per load. It is a very tedious process. A 
record is kept of the number of loads taken away by 
him. 

1009. What I understood you to say was, that you 
had a contract with No. 1 Committee, by which you 
were to pay them £6 1 a year for removing the manure ? 

Oh no! What I said was this: Committee No. 2 
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Dublin. advertised for contracts for cleansing the market, that 
April* 7,1877. No. 1 Committee — the scavenging Committee — under- 
Mr j j t aior took the duty for .£61 a year, that No. 1 Committee 
swept the markets with their own men and left the 
manure in little heaps in the alleys, and then they 
contracted with the present contractor to remove the 
manure, for which he paid so much per load. 

1010. Mr. Lawless. — Was paid; of the contract with 
No. 1 Committee, that they were to remove the 
manure and retain the value of it? — Quite so. 

1011. Chairman. — What pecuniary advantage will 
No 2. Committee derive from the change ? Will they 
make anything by the sale of the manure ? — They now 
receive Gd. per load for all the sweepings taken out of 
the market until a new contract is entered iuto. 

1012. Can you say what you have got per week on an 
average from the sale of manure from the time of the 
new arrangement up to the present? — It comes to 
somewhere about £9 or £10 a year sold at Gd. per 
load. You know there is not very much manure, as 
the market is only one day in the week, and it only 
continues a few hours. I understand it stands the 
contractor about 5 s. a load to remove the manure from 
the market. 

1013. What do those two men do to whom you pay 
3Ss. a week ? — They sweep up the stalls, and sweep the 
manure into the crosses and alleys. The area of the 
market is very large, and the men are very hard 
set to get it all done between Thursday night and the 
following Wednesday morning. 

1014. "Upon that statement it appears to me that 
there is a dead loss to the Corporation of £90 a 
year? — Yes, the cleansing of the market costs the 
Corporation about £90 a year. 

1015. Well, I should have thought yon ought to 
have made a profit by the sale of the manure of your 
market? — If the Corporation were to employ carts 
to collect the manure and put it into store (but 

, liei-e they have no place to do so), they might possibly 
get 5s. a load for it at certain periods of the year, 
but there, is no place to store it. It is a great, incon- 
venience, and up to the present it is a source of expen- 
diture to the market. 

1016. Mr. Lawless. — I suppose the public Yartry 
water supply is available ? — Yes, and without cost. 

1017. Mr. M’-Rvoy (to the Chairman). — There is 
one question I should like you to ask Mr. Martin, 
and it is this — What relation is Water-bailiff Murphy 
to Town Councillor Murphy ? In my evidence before 
the Select Committee I stated that he was the son of 
a Town Councillor, and it was afterwards contradicted 
by Mr. Norwood and some other witnesses, who said 
that he was not Mr. Murphy, T.C.’s son. Now I am 
informed that they are related, and I should like to 
know how they are related. 

1018. Chairman. — What you want me to ask is — 
Do you know whether Murphy the water-bailiff is 
related to Mr. Murphy the Town Councillor 1 You 
have heard the question, Mr. Max-tin ? 

Mr. Martin. — I believe he is a relation. 

1019. What relative is he? — I believe he is his 
nephew. 

Mr. Barlow. — I can state the relationship correctly. 
He is his grand-nephew. 

1020. Mr. Byrne, t.c. — Mr. Chairman, there is one 
matter of very great importance to the citizens in 
connexion with this market which I am desirous you 
should have a note of to go before the Select Com- 
mittee. In the year 1864 the Corporation undertook 
the management of the market at a weekly expendi- 
ture of £2 17s. 3d. With your permission I shall 
just read for you the defeasance : — 

“Whereas the within sum of £100 forms part of a sum of 
£17,000, authorized to be borrowed by the Right Honorable the 
Lord Mayor, aldermen, and burgesses of the borough of Dublin, 
under the provisions of the “ Dublin Improvement Act, 1849,” for 
the purpose of providing and establishing a new cattle market, at 
the lands of Mr. John Jameson and Mr. John Martin, on the North 
Circular-road, between Aughrim-atreet and Prussia-street, in the city 
of Dublin, in which market certain stallages, rents, fees, and tolls are 
to be demanded and received, not exceeding the amounts specified 


in Schedule D of said Act ; and whereas it was agreed at »• 
said sum of £17,000 was authorized to be borrowed that the 
of interest within specified should he liable to reduction i,i 

hereinafter mentioned. Now I, , in pursuance of said agreenl’en? 

do hereby, for myself, my executors, administrators, anil assi™ 
agree with the said liight Honorable the Lord Mayor, aldwS 
and burgesses of the Ijorough of Dublin, that iu case the sarnies 

shall remain after deducting all rents, taxes, and expenses ,f 
management of said market, shall not in any half year produce ■ 
sum sufficient to pay the half-year's interest on the entire sura to be 
borrowed under said authority, at the rate of six per cent ner 
annum ; that then, and in such case, I, my executors, adminis- 
trators, and assigns, will accept and receive such lower rate of in 
terest for such half year as the said surplus income will be adequate 
to pay on tlie entire sum so authorized to be borrowed. But j n 
case such surplus income shall iu any half year or half rears within 
the period of fifty years from the 1st day of January, 1SG4 |>e 
more than sufficient to pay interest at the rate of six per cent-’p® 
annum on the entire of said sum so authorized to be borrowed 
t^n, and in such case, it is agreed that such excess shall be applied 
rnteably to make good the deficiency of interest in any and even- 
former half year or half years during said period. In witness 
whereof I have hereunto subscribed my name this dav 

of , lt>05. 


“ Expenses of management of Dublin Cattle Market referred to 
in the above agreement, as ascertained by the average of the past 
six months, ending the 17th day of May, 1864, in pursuance of an 
order of the Municipal Council of same date. — Average weekly 
expenditure, £2 17s. 3d. sterling.” 


Now, I contend tliat that was too small a sum to 
charge the lenders as against expenditure and to pay 
them six percent. You will see yourself what the 
present ^weekly expenditure ls, aud that it amounts to 
a very large sum of money. The late Sir John Gray 
and myself had several controversies upon it at the 
time as to the insufficiency of that sum. I looked 
upon it as being an injustice done to the ratepayers. 
The Corporation undertook the management of the 
market for that sum, and I should like to compare it 
with what the actual expenditure is at present. 

1021. Chairman. — Mr. O’Donnell, what are the 
average weekly expenses of the cattle market? 

Mr. 0’ Donnell . — I will make out the return and put 
it on paper for you. 

1022. Mr. Byrne. — Expenditure there means every- 
thing but the rent, and taxes. The cattle market is 
merely a mart for the convenience of the salesmasters 
and cattle dealera, and I submit that it is unfair to the 
citizens of Dublin that they should be paying for a thing 
from which they reap no advantage whatsoever. To put 
down that sum as covering the weekly expenditure 
was, in my opinion, an injustice to the ratepayers. 

1023. Mr. O’Donnell. — It is quite absurd to put 
down such an amount. 

1024. Chairman. — Have you always paid the 
lenders six per cent. ? 

Mr. O'Donnell. — Yes ; and there has been a surplus 
after doing so of £3,373 0s. 11 cl., which has been 
expended on capital account. 

1025. Mr. Byrne. — The maintenance of the market 
appears in the abstract of the Corporation accounts as 
a charge upon the improvement fund, and I believe it 
is in debt to the improvement fund. 

1026. Chairman. — Have the expenses of the cattle 
market been paid out of the improvement fund 
account ? 

Mr. O'Donnell. — There have been no expenses paid 
out of the improvement fund for the cattle market 
that I am aware of. 

Later on in the day, and after Mr. Byrne had left 
the room, 

1027. Mr. O'Donnell said : — I find with regard to 
that £2 17s. 3d. that that was the average of the 
expenditure for wages for the first six months after 
starting the market. £57 5s. Id. was paid as wages 
for the first six months ending the 17th May, 1864, 
and the average taken does not include repairs, paint- 
ing, gas, &c., and it never was intended that the 
£2 17s. 3d. should covey those items. 

1028. Chairman. — The wording of the bond would 
certainly lead you to think that it was so intended. _ 

1029. Mr. Lalor. — In reference to- Mr. Lyons evi- 
dence yesterday, with regard to the hide, crane, an 
rag market, and the memorial presented by the dealers 
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as to the conduct of the craner, I find that No. 3 
Committee reported to No. 2 Committee that after 
careful investigation they found no ground of com- 
plaint against him. 

1030. Chairman. — Mr. Lyons said the cause ot 
complaint against this man was that he was himself 


suffered to be a dealer in hides, and that that acted Buuu> 
prejudicially to the buyers 1 — Precisely. April 27, w 

1031. Committee No. 2 took no notice of the fact j j. j, 
that the craner himself bought hides?- — No; they 
thought it was an advantage to the owners, and that, 
therefore, there was no fraud or malpractice. 


Mr. John Martin recalled. 


Mr. John 


1032. Chairman. — I would just ask you a question 
now with regard to the hide, crane, and rag market. 
It has transpired during the Inquiry, that it was ori- 
ginally let to the present craner, Macken, at £70 for 
one year in 1864, in 1S6S it was relet for one year at 
£00, and in 1SG9 it was again relet at £50 a year, and 
which rent it has remained ever since. Do yon know 
why the rent was reduced — I suppose from some 
representation of the craner ?— I should say so, but I 
can look for the minutes. 

1033. Will you be good enough to ascertain the 
'.rounds of the reduction, and whether or not any steps 
were taken to offer it to public competition when 
Macken complained that the rent was too high. I 
should like to have this matter cleared up?— I shall 
look up the documents. 

1034. Let me know whether it was put up in the 
first instance to public competition when let to Macken, 
and whether it was offered to competition when Macken 
complained it was too high— in fact I want to see 
whether the Corporation took steps to^ get the best 
terms they could for the market ? — [Tins information 
was afterwards supplied by Mr. Martin, and will be 
found in answer to questions 1038, 1039.] 

1035. Mr. Lalor told us just now that when the 
matter was referred back to Committee No. 3 to inquire 
into the complaints made in the memorial against 
Macken the craner they decided that there was no 
cause of complaint. Now, here is his proposal : — 


“I hereby propose to become your tenant to that part of your 
estate known as the Green Hide Crane, Bonham-street, in the parish 
of .St. Catherine’s, and conntv of the city of Dublin, for the term of 
one year, commencing from the 1st July, 1871, and ending on the 
1st July, 1872, and subject to the rent of £50 sterling over and 
above all rates and taxes which I shall also pay to the 1st July, 
1ST- (except the landlord’s proportion of poor rate and income tax). 

1 have nlready lodged with you i’25, being theamomU or moiety of 
said rent in advance to the 1st January, lbi2. I shall pay the 
second half or moietv on or before the 31st December, 1871, in 
advance to the 1st July, 1872, and I shall keep the said premises 
properly cleansed and thoroughly repaired to the satisfaction of 
your engineer or architect, who are to be at all times at liberty to 
inspect same. I shall also strictly observe and enforce the several 
rules prescribed by your Committee No. 3, and I shall not dining 
my tenancy directly or indirectly buy, sell, or deni for my own gain or 
protit in any goods of the nature or kind usually exposed for sale in 
said market ; and further that during such tenancy I shall allow to 
the buyers, sellers, or dealers in said market their usual and accus- 
tomed access and facilities for dealing therein, and that I shall not 
during my tenancy underlet the stores or small offices of said crane 
for any longer period than three months, and create no tenancy to 
any of said offices to extend beyond the 1st of July, 1872, and that 
I shall not under penalty of a further increased or penal rent of £100 
sterling underlet save as aforesaid, or assign my tenancy or posses- 
sion of said premises without your written license, such penal rent 
if incurred to commence from the gale day next before the event of 
such underletting or assignment without such written license. I 
shall also at my own expense effect an insurance against fire on said 
premises with the National or Patriotic Assurance Company of Ire- 
land in the joint names of myself and the city treasurer for the sum 
of £500 sterling during mv tenancy, and produco to said treasurer 
the receipt for the premiums paid thereon, and in default thereof 
1 am to be subject to a further increased or penal rent of £10 to 1st 
of July next; said sum of £500 to be applied in the whole or in 
part to make good any injury from fire during my tenancy.” % 


I should like to know how the committee came to 
find that there was no ground of complaint when it 
was distinctly stated in his agreement that he was not 
to buy, sell, or deal in hides, and Mr. Lalor has stated 
that it was admitted he did buy ? — Upon the minutes 
of No. 2 Committee it is stated that No. 3 Co mmi ttee 
reported that there was no just ground of complaint 
against Macken. 

1036. Chairman. — Mr. Curtin handed me this as 
being the last agreement, and the one under which he 
is working now. 

Mr. Marlin. — Well, I find on reference to the 


minute-book that No. 3 Committee reported back to 
No. 2 Committee that there was no just ground of 
complaint. They must have reasons of their own for 
making that report. 

1037. Chairman. — Thou I should like to know them, 
for I inferred from Mr. Lalor’s evidence that it was an 
admitted fact that Macken did buy and sell. 

103S. Mr. M‘Evoy . — And that it was to the advan- 
tage of the sellers he did so. 

At a subsequent stage of the proceedings Mr. Martin 
produced the following report from the law agent (Mr. 
Morgan) ; — 

“ Green Hide Crane, Bonham-street. 

“ Mr. Joseph Macken, who has for the last three years been tenant 
to the Green Hide Crane, at £70 per year, above taxes, payable 
half-yearly in advance, has called upon me and stated that the 
business of that crane has so much decreased within the last year of 
his tenancy that he had not intended to propose more than £50 for 
the year ending 1st July, 1SG9, but in consequence of the late outlay 
by the Corporation, in repairs of the offices and dwelling-houses at 
his request, he has consented to make a new written proposal at the 
rate of £(10 for the year ending 1st July, 1869, above taxes, in 
similar form as his last proposal, with the addition to insure the 
premises against fire in the joint names of himself and the city 
treasurer, with the Patriotic or National Insurance Company in 
£(i(IO. From what I believe as to the present state of tbe raw hide 
trade, and my previous knowledge of Mr. Macken as tenant to the 
Corporation, I recommend his proposal to be accepted, and that the 
citv treasurer may be authorized to receive and issue a receipt for 
the' first moiety, £30 in advance to the 1st January, 1869, appended 
to liis proposal. Order, — Report adopted.” 


On the 3rd July, 1SC9, Mr. Morgan again re- 
ported — ' 

“ 1 have received a letter dated 29th ult, from Mr. J osopli Macken, 
who has been tenant to the Green Hide Crane, Bonham-street, for 
two years, ending 1st July, 1868, at £70 per year, payable half- 
vearly in advance, but reduced for the year ending 1st July instant 
to £60 per year, now proposing to hold for £50 for one year, to 1st 
July, 1870," and enclosing an account of his receipts for the last six 
months amounting to £6S 10s., showing but £7 profit over rent and 
wages for his own attendance during that period. If your committee 
shall not accede to Mr. Macken’s proposal (which 1 feel inclined to 
recommend for the present year), I will, if so directed, include the 
letting of the Green Hide Crane for oue year, from 1st July, instant, 
in the next public lettings. Order, — Report adopted. Mr. Macken's 
proposal accepted.” 


That proposal was accepted, and it so continues. 

1039. Was there ever any attempt made on the part 
of the Corporation to get higher or better terms from 
anyone else ? — No. 

. 1040. Butwhywas nothing donewhenMr. Lyons and 
his fellow memorialists complained of Macken buying 
hides in the market, which was, of course, in direct con- 
travention of his agreemeutwith the Corporation? — But 
you will remember that Mr. Lalor’s explanation of that 
was that the sellers were much pleased at the compe- 


1041. Then why did they introduce that clause into 
the agreement? — The Corporation admit that it was 
in contravention of that clause. 

1042. Mr. M l Evoy . — I should like to go into the 
working of the system of adjusting and inspecting 
•weights and measures, and I have witnesses here who 
are anxious to give evidence in reference to it. 

1043. Chairman. — I think we have sufficiently 
aone into the mode in which the inspectors of weights 
and measures discharge then’ duties. If any question 
is to he raised as to whether these officers are dis- 
charging a duty which they are not called upon to 
perform^ it had better he done by remonstrance to the 
Corporation. I shall just quote an extract from a 
further report of Mr. Finlay's upon this matter, and 
if any question is to be raised with regard to what is 
to be done with this money gotfor adjusting the weights 

2 L 
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and measures that had better be done befoi'e the 
auditor, Mr. Finlay. In his report Mr. Finlay says : — 
“ The right of the Lord Mayor’s deputies, or inspectors of weights 
and measures, to retain the fees they received as perquisites of their 
offices, instead of paying "them over to the treasurer of the Corpo- 
ration, having been questioned, I have again looked carefully into 
the matter. The Dublin Improvement Act vests in the Corporation 
the copies of standard weights and measures previously purchased 
by the magistrates of Dublin, and authorizes the Lord Mayor or his 
deputies to examine and compare therewith all weights and measures 
used by traders in file city, and where these are found to be incorrect 
or unjust, to seize them. It also duects that on condemnation by 
the Lord Mayor, they shall be forfeited and broken up, and the 
proceeds, on sale thereof, be placed to the credit of the borough 
fund. The 9Gth section directs that the fees for examining and 
comparing weights and measures, and for stamping such ns may be 
correct, shall bo the same as authorized by the Act 5 & 0 Win. IV., 
cap. G3 j and on referring to the 24th section of that Act, I find 
that the clerk of the markets or inspectors are required to examine, 
compare, and stomp, if found correct, all weights and measures 
brought to them for that purpose ; aud directs that every such in- 
spector shall, once in every quarter of a year, account to the 
treasurer of the county of the city, &c., for all fees' received by him 
under the Act, and shall pay the amount thereof to such treasurer. 
The 47th section empowers the Corporation to pay the deputies 
such salaries as they shall think fit, but is silent on the subject of 
fees. It would therefore appear that the fees for examining, com- 
paring, and stamping, are the property of the Corporation, and not 
of the inspectors, aud that it was not intended by the Dublin Im- 
provement Act to remunerate those officers for their services by the 
addition of fees to their salaries, conforming in this respect to the 
policy of the 3rd and 4th Vic., cap. 108, which substitutes salaries 
for fees in the case of Corporation officers. The inspectors allege, 
however, that their fees are paid to them, not for examining, com- 
paring, and stamping, hut for adjusting, aud they relied upon the 
terms of their deputation from the Lord Mayor as empowering them 
to adjust. But the deputation only empowers them to 1 examine 
and compare all weights and measures which shall be used by all 
traders within said borough or said markets, and to seize and secure 


all such as shall be false or illegal.’ There is no authority here fn 
adjusting; and, moreover, the Lord Mayor could not delegate to hu 
deputies powers which he does not himself possess. The insr-ectwa 
then alleged that in adjusting weights aud measures they perform 
the work as tradesmen, and that it is not compulsory on the trader 
to allow bis light weights, &c„ to be adjusted by them, but mav 
employ any tradesman he chooses for the purpose. The question 
then is, in what capacity are the fees received by the inspectors— 
whether as deputies of the Lord Mayor or as independent trades- 
men, in return for work performed ? It appears to me that the in- 
ducement to the trader to employ the inspectors to perform tbb 
work of adjusting consists in the power which the law confers on 
the inspectors, us deputies of the Lord Mayor, to seize and carry 
away and forfeit liis light weights which are then in their legal 
custody. The inspectors appear to have hitherto treated those fees 
and made returns of them to the Corporation as fees received by 
virtue of their office, in pursuance of the Acts of Parliament referred 
to, while retaining the amount for their own use. Under ail these 
circumstances I think the fees received by the inspectors should be 
paid over to the city treasurer, as standing in the place of the 
treasurer of the Grand Jury, but the question is one on which as I 
have suggested in a previous report, it would he advisable tbit the 
Corporation should obtain the opinion of counsel for their guidance. 
Should it be determined that the fees are in future to be paid over 
to the Corporation, the citizens may not at once obtain much 
advantage from the change, as it is probable that the Corporation 
would feel themselves bound in fairness to compensate, or nearlv 
compensate by additional salary, the present holders of the office of 
inspector for the loss of so much of the emoluments which they and 
their predecessors in office have hitherto enjoved.’’ 


That is really the question to be determined, and it 
•was with regard to that I went into the duties they 
perform as inspectors of weights and measures. They 
themselves admitted having received £150 in addition 
to their salaries for adjusting weights and measures. 
I see in 1S75 they received £325 15s. 1 d., which would 
be about £103 each for the year. 


Mr. Thomas 
O’Donnell. 


Mr. Thomas O’Donnell examined. 


1044. Chairman. — You are, I believe, the account- 
ant 1 ? — I am. 

1045. Do you keep all the accounts? — All the 
accounts of receipt and expenditure. 

1046. And amongst others the improvement fund ? 
— Yes. 

1047. Does not the improvement fund principally 
consist of the receipts from the improvement rate ? — 
Yes, the 2s. rate, which is collected under the 12th 
<fc 13th Vic., cap. 97, known as the Dublin Improve- 
ment Act of 1849, and also under the Collector- 
General of Rates Act. 

1048. Under the Improvement Act the rate is 
limited to 2s. in the* pound? — Yes. 

1049. Is 2s. in the pound the amount that was last 
levied ? — That is the amount always levied. 

1050. You have then always levied the rate to the 
full amount? — Yes. 

1051. What would the rate of 2s. in the pound 
produce in the rateable value of Dublin? — It ought to 
produce £59,000. 

1052. Nearly £60,000, I believe? — Yes. The 
present valuation assessed is £594,899 os. which at 2s. 
in the pound produces £59,489 18s. 6 d. 

1053. But there would be of course always some 
loss upon that? — Yes. I estimate that not moie than 
£55,000 or £56,000 of that sum will be collected and 
lodged. 

1054. You mean that something like £4,000 would, 
upon an average, be lost as irrecoverable ? — Yes, 
irrecoverable. 

1035. Irrecoverable from what causes? — That is a 
question I cannot answer exactly. 

1056. But as a matter of fact you mean that £4,000 
or thereabouts is lost? — We estimate that one-eiglifch 
almost of the amount assessed is a margin for losses, 
but for the account now under audit we have received 
over £55,000 on a lower valuation; but then that 
included arrears of former years, as you see from the 
.account — arrears of 1873, 1784, and 1875. 

1057. You have received this £55,019 3s. lid. for 
the year ending August, 1876 ? — Yes. 

1058. I will take the year ending August, 1875, 
because that has been already audited and passed, but 
the year ending 31st August, 1876,' being at present 


under audit, we cannot give Mr. Finlay’s abstract of 
the account for that year in our report. I tn l-a it,' 
however, as a matter of fact yon got this £55,019 in 
1875—76, whereas in the year before, ending August, 
1875, you only got £52,909 5s. 5 d. Can you explain 
the difference of more than £2,000 between the two %— 
I think one includes an allowance from the Govern- 
ment by way of bounty in lieu of rates on the Govern- 
ment buildings. 

1059. That has come in for the Cist time this year? 
— Yes. The first lodgment was. made in October, 
1875, which begins this account. 

1060. What did that amount to? — £2,550 15s. 

1061. So that practically the amount received from 
the Collector-General on account of the ordinary rate this 
year, is rather less than the year before ? — Yes; just so. 

1062. Does it not result that £53,000, which is 
nearly what you got the year before there was any 
Government bounty, woidd be about the full average 
of your receipts, since the valuation stood pretty much 
as it is now ? — No ; it would be in “ excess.” £53,000 
would be in excess of the average. 

1063. Then I may take it that £53,000 is above 
the average of what you have received from the im-. 
provement- rate for the last five years ? — Oh, yes. The 
average of the last three years, ending August, 1875, 
was £52,547. 

1064. The valuation has, I believe, stood very much 
the same during these three years 1 — It has varied a 
little. 

1065. Yes, but not sufficiently to make any marked 
difference in the rate 1 — No. 

1066. You told us just now that the last rate was, 
in round numbers, £59,500 ? — Yes. 

1067. And would I be safe in saying that during 
the preceding three years the actual amount assessed 
would be £59,000?— No; it would be less. The 
assessment for 1875 was £58,198. 

1068. What I want to know is what you annually 
lose on the rate? You say about £4,000, but it seems to 
me to be mox-e ? — It would be more — about 12 per cent. 

1069. You annually lose apparently between £6,000 
and £7,000 ? — About that. Last year £52,909 5s. 5 d. 
was lodged by the Collector-General of Rates to the 
credit of the improvement fund. 
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1070. Can you tell me liow much of the current 
rate then in course of collection, was in arrear? — 
For the year 1875 we received on account of the 
assessment, .£26, 376 5s. 

1071. What is the allowance for collection ? — The 
Collector-General is allowed 2|- per cent, to cover ex- 
cuses of his office, salary, Ac., and if there is a sur- 
plus it is lodged to the credit of the different funds. 
The £52,909 is the net amount we received less 2i 
per cent., which is for collection, and 10 per cent, for 
exemptions, insolvents, Ac. 

1072. Then before the £52,900 was paid in, the 
Collector-General liadstopped for himself 2-1 per cent, on 
the total of his collection! — Yes. We calculate 21 per 
cent, as the margin for expense, loss, and exemptions. 

1073. Is that 2-1- per cent, by arrangement with the 
Collector-General or under an Act of Parliament ? — 
It is under an Act of Parliament. “ The Collector- 
General of Rates Act ” entitles him to stop it. 

1074. I see here that in addition to the improve- 
ment rate there is so much by measurement, which 
would bring up the improvement rate to more. You 
don’t include that in the assessment!— No. “The 
expenses and the management of the office of the 
Collector-General, including salaries, Ac., shall not 
exceed £2 10s. per cent, on the total amount col- 
lected.” That is fixed by the 27th section of the Im- 
provement Act ; and under the 28th section he is 
entitled to deduct 2£ per cent, from the collection. 

1075. The 27th section says it shall not exceed 
two and a half per cent., not that it shall be two and 
a half per cent. 1 — The expenses are generally about 
two and a half per cent, and he accounts for it. 

107G. Under the 28th section he is to remit an 
account of his expenses every three months. If in 
the first instance he stops two and a half percent., 
and the expenses don’t come to that amount, is he 
not to refund the difference ! — He is obliged to send 
a return of the collection weekly ; one to me and one 
to the treasurer. 

1077. Then practically the course puraued is this — 
he stops two and a half per cent, for expenses from 
his lodgment, he returns to you an account, and if 
the expenses of the office are found to be under two 
aud a half per cent., he refunds the difference! — Just 
so. When I say he sends us a return of the expenses, 

I mean that he makes a lodgment every year, and ho 
sets forth whether there is a surplus remaining in liis 
hands out of the two and a half per cent, which he 
has deducted. 

1078. Do you get a further sum on account of 
these rates — a subsequent payment from the Collector- 
General! — Yes, to the extent of any surplus that 
remains. 

1079. Mr. M‘Evoy. — It is very small, I think! — 
Yes, very small. 

10S0. 'Chairman. — Can you give us an illustration 
of that refund during the last three years! — The 
refund is included in the figures you have already 
got. 

1081. I think you said the £52,000 was after de- 
ducting the two and a half per cent, on the collection! 
— Yes, but that includes a refund for the year before. 

1082. Is it a very small sum ! — Yes. 

1083. And is it included in what is lodged as 
rates ! — Yes. 

1084. And not entered as a separate item! — No. 

1085. I think you told us now that last year the 
total amount of rates was £58,091 17s. 6«f., hut" in 
addition to that, I understand there is some portion 
calculated by measurement and not by the rate of 
2s. in the pound! — Yes; in 1875 the amount to be 
collected by measurement was £2,863 10s. 5d. That 
would he in addition to the £58,091 17s. 6 <7. 

1086. So that there would be nearly £61,000 col- 
lectible 1 — Yes. 

1087. An d you only got £53,000! — Well, that is 
all we got within the year ; but that is not the entire 
assessment of 1875, that is only portion of the assess- 
ment, but it contains arrears of the previous year. 


1088. So that there is always a large arrear Dublin.^ 
running on from the preceding year? — Yes. It takes April 37, i s; 7. 
four years to collect the rates. The rate is kept in ^j r Thomas 
collection four years after each assessment, and we O’Donnell, 
have our hooks ruled accordingly. 

1089. So that the lodgment each year- consists of 
instalments of the current rate and the arrears from 
the preceding three years ? — J nst so. 

1090. What other principal items make up the im- 
provement fund !— That is the chief item. 

1091. Yes, but are there not certain receipts from 
Sinithfiehl market and the weigh-house ? — Yes. 

1092. In the year ending August, 1875, did not 
these receipts amount to £351 10s. 6 <7. ? — Yes. That 
was the amount collected and lodged. 

1093. Lodged by the weighmaster? — By the Lord 
Mayor’s deputy weighmaster, and from the proceeds of 
confiscated hay and straw, and proceeds received from 
committee on account of weigli-houses. 

1094. Where are the city weigh-liouses 1 — At 
Burgh-quay, City-quay, and Eden-quay. The money 
was lodged, in error, to the credit of the improvement 
fund, aud it was subsequently withdrawn and lodged 
to the credit of the borough fund. 

1095. What does this mean, “Wide street rents, 
known as coal duty”?— These are rents which the 
Corporation took over when they took over the estates 
of the Wide Street Commissioners. Any property they 
had upon the Act 12th and 13th Yic. coming into 
operation the Corporation in January, 1851, took over. 

They also took over the liabilities of the Commis- 
sioners ; aud these rents, 1 think, amount to about £420 
a year. 

1096. I think £446 was paid last year, but is not 
the real amount £420? — Yes. 

1097. They are described in tlie abstract I have 
here as, “ Known as coal duty ”?— That, I understand, 
means that the Wide Street Commissioners had powers 
formerly to put a tax on coal ships, and they pur- 
chased house property and rents with the proceeds of 
this tax, and when the property was handed over to 
us, we still called it the coal duty account. 

109S. Mr. Parke Neville (civil engineer). — I think 
the property did not all arise in that way, for the Com- 
missioners got special powers for the purpose of pur- 
chasing houses, widening old streets, and making new 
ones, and some of the land remained unlet. 

1099. The duty has, I believe, been abolished many 
years? — Yes. 

1100. “Circular-road turnpike trust rents, £3 o 
18s. 5 d,” Is that the rent of the houses on the Cir- 
oular-road which were formerly turnpikes, but which 
have been abolished as turnpikes ? — Yes ; and these 
rents are received from the tenants of the house. 

1101. “ Deposited for licenses on works for private 
parties, including domestic scavenging, £2,9 19 8s. 2&”? 

. y es ; that is the amount of the deposits made before 

new works are undertaken for private parties. . 

1102. What is the practice here on that point! — 

An y person who wishes to execute works must apply 
to the Corporation for a license, and lie must make a 
deposit when the license is granted to him, and when 
the work has been finished if there is any balance re- 
maining out of the deposit it is paid to him by the 
committee. The amount lodged for licenses for the 
year ended August, 1875, was £2,211 4s. Id. 

1103. Mr. M‘Evoy. — It is noticeable that the chief 
part of the late city treasurer’s defalcations was in 
these accounts. 

1104. Are these works executed by the Corporation 
for these parties?— Yes. 

1105. And svhen they want works done do they 
lod^e a certain sum to keep the Corporation harmless!— 

Yes. The occupiers of houses are obliged to construct 
house-drains, and they find it more easy to get it done 
by persons acting under the Corporation. They lodge 
a deposit to cover the cost, and if we find that the 
work costs a greater amount than has been lodged, a 
supplemental amount is charged and lodged. When 
the work has been concluded the cost is calculated by 
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Dublin. the overseer connected with it. There are so many 
April 27, 1877. different descriptions of work to be done that that 
Mi- Thoma« course necessary — there are the bricklayer’s works 

O’Donnell. ' covered underground, then there is part of the road to 

, be paved, parts of the macadamizing and flag way to be 
made good, and the expenses of all these are calculated 
from the different books of the overseers, and if there 
is a balance left it is returned, and if there is an excess 
it is charged to the person who makes the deposit. 

1106. The estimate in the first instance is, I suppose, 
made upon the opinion of a competent person?— Yes. 

1107. Do you keep a book in which the original 
deposits are entered and in which there is entered the 
actual cost and credit then given to the parties and 
the money returned if the cost is less than was esti- 
mated, and in which, on the other hand, they are 
charged with the excess if there is found to be an 
excess ? — Yes. In all cases as a rule there is a margin 
to be returned to the depositor. These books have 
been kept from 1851 regularly. 

1108. Mr. M'Evoy . — Does the committee see that 
the money is paid into the treasurer’s account? — Yes. 
The auditor audits the account. 

1109. Is the book in which the account is kept 
brought forward in No. 1 Committee every week ? — 
Yes. 

1110. And is the disbursement account sent up 
with the original receipt and examined by the committee 
every week ? — Yes, and initialed by them. 

1111. If there is found to be a balance due to tire 
parties and they don’t apply for it, do you take any 
steps to notify to them that there is a balance in then- 
favour ? — Several efforts have been made from time to 
time to write off these books but the persons cannot 
be found sometimes ; as a rule they are very particular 
about applying. 

1112. But it does occasionally happen, does it not, 
that the work costs less, and there being no application 
for it, it goes to the benefit of the improvement fund? — 
Yes ; but it is something very small. 

1113. How long would these deposits rim on? — 
At the present moment there is a house in Westmore- 
land-street, as to which a deposit was made two years 
ago by a large builder who has frequent transactions 
with the Corporation, but the work is still going on. 

1111. In the great majority of cases I see there is 
a balance to be returned ? — Yes. 

1115. “Gas meter fees £63 7s.,” what does that 
represent?— Fees that were lodged by Mr. Connolly the 
inspector and superintendent of public lighting, for 
the testing of meters. The fees are lodged to the credit 
of the improvement fund. 

1116. What does the £257 17s. 5 d. for “manure 
sold,” the next item, represent ? — Manure sold at the 
depots. 

1117. From the cleansing of the streets? — In some 
cases from the cleansing of the Streets, but chiefly from 
the Corporation stahles. 

1118. How much of the £257 17s. 5 cl. was from the 
scavenging ? — I don’t show that in my book. I got 
these figures from an open cash-book kept in the trea- 
surer’s office. It is called the deposit account. 

1119. Are you not able to sell the manure off the 
streets here, for in some towns it is a very large item. 
In Belfast it is some thousands? — What we get is 
something extremely small, about £169. The manure 
in Dublin is almost unsaleable. 

1120. Would the sum received in the year before 
be about the same? — Yes ; not so much in fact. The 
Corporation actually advertise offering to pay country 
people to take it away for nothing. It is pure macadam 
pounded. 

1121. That arises, then, almost entirely from the 
streets being macadamized ? — Yes, chiefly. 

1122. How often is the manure sold? — It is sold 
day by day. 

1123. How many depots have you to which this 
manure is conveyed %— Within the city, on the north 
side, only one, at North Bx-imswick-street. There is 
a depot outside the city, near the city boundary ; 


another at Aunesley-bridge ; one on the bank of the 
canal, where a per-son named Durkin takes it down 
the country in canal boats, and brings up limestone for 
the Corporation. There are several about the North- 
wall, where there are works being constructed, and the 
difficulty of getting places for deposits is increasin'* 
while the depots are nearly all full. On the south side 
there is one at Marrowbone-lane, one at Blackpits, 
another at Paul-street, ifce. 

1124. These are nearly all filled yon say, yet yousav 
you are removing manure daily ? — Yes, but that is not 
sufficient. There is always an accumulating quantity. 
The stuff was formerly used by sldps as ballast until 
the Poi-t aud Docks Board stopped them, hr order to 
make the ships take the ballast supplied by them. 

1125. If the manure is so inferior and you have to 
convey it to these depots so far, I hardly see how you 
are to realize any profits. 

Mr. NeoiUc, e.E. — It is a very serious question, the 
enormous cost of conveying it so far. 

1126. Wliat does the next entry — “£48 13s. 9rf. 
from the sale of horses” mean ? — The sale of cast-off 
horses and dead horses. When a horse dies we sell 
his body for 10s. 

1127. It cannot represent m any horses, for the whole 
sum is not equal to the price of one good cart-horse ? — 
No ; we don’t dispose of any horse until he is well 
worked out. 

1128. “ Paving and channel sets sold, £148 15s. 2 cl" 
What is that? Were these surplus ones? — No; if 
any private person requires them we supply them. 

Mr. Neville, c.e. — No ; that was for materials sold 
to the Tramway Company for some emergency work. 
They wanted the paving and channel sets, and we gave 
them some at what they cost us. 

1129. Do yon keep a large yard of mntei-ials for re- 
pairing the streets? — Yes. 

1130. The next item of receipt is £103 Is. '2d. for 
old iron sold. Do you generally sell your old iron ? — 
Yes ; when it accumulates for two or three years it Ls 
sold by public axiction. 

1131. “For widening and improving streets,” you 
seem to have received from the Grand Jury for paving 
roadways £2,310 15s. 1 — A portion of that was on ac- 
count of presentments made in Michaelmas, 1873, for 
tire repairs of the quay roads, and an amount received 
on account of presentments made in Michaelmas, 1874, 
for like works. 

1132. From what fund does that £2,310 15s. come? 
— Under an old Act of Parliament, passed by the old 
Port and Docks Board, all the quays east of the Cus- 
tom House were repaired by presentment. This was 
not acted upon or discovered until a few years ago, and 
the quays were in a very bad state. When it was 
ascertained presentments were made year after year, 
by which the quays were paved. There is only one 
piece which remains to he done. 

1133. I noticed in Mr. Finlay’s report that he had 
to complain of the Grand Jury fund and the improve- 
ment fund being mixed up together. Is that so still? 
— I think this particular item has been kept separate. 

Mr. Curtin. — Originally all presentments were made 
in Michaelmas term for the maintenance of prisons, in- 
dustrial schools, and reformatory schools, <fcc., and 
under the 12th and 13th Victoria the moneys were to 
be kept in one common fund, called the improvement 
fund ; but we kept a separate account here, called the 
Grand Jui-y cess account, as distinct from the improve- 
ment fund. Recently this north and south sewer fund, 
which was mixed up, has been kept separate. So far 
as concerns the Grand J ury and the improvement funds 
'they still remain in the old way, but it is quite m 
keeping with the Act. 

1134. “£154 12s. 8 d. from Waterworks Committee 
.for street openings ?’’ — Yes. That is for work in re- 
pairing street openings where the Waterworks Com- 
mittee had got pipes laid. 

1135. “Alliance Gas Company, for the same, 
£1,433 ?” — That arises in the same way. 

1136. Mr. Finlay says there is £500 due by tne 
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Alliance Gas Company to tlie Corporation in respect 
of an agreement that the company should pay the ex- 
tienses incurred by the Corporation in opposing a bill 
in Parliament on the condition that the opposition 
should be -withdrawn. Is it true that the agreement 
has never been complied with 1 ? — That is a fact, but I 
cannot give any explanation of it. 

1137. Were the expenses of that committee eliai-ged 
to the improvement fund? — No. 

Mr. 21'Evoy . — The explanation of it is this : The 
Corporation promoted a bill in Parliament in the pre- 
vious year to have transferred to them the gasworks. 
The bill was thrown out, and the members of the Cor- 
poration were held personally liable for the costs. Next 
year the Gas Company promoted a bill, which the 
Corporation opposed, and as part of the terms upon 
which they withdrew thciv opposition the Gas Com- 
pany agreed to give £500 towards the cost of the 
prior bill of the Corporation. The Corporation wished 
to apply that sum towards wiping off some of their lia- 
bilities for the hill of the preceding year. 

Mr. Neville . — There was no agreement of the sort. 
That was not the point of the withdrawal of the opposi- 

1138. Chairman. — -What was then? Mr. Finlay 
says that £325 11s. has been paid to their solicitors’ 
parliamentary agent. Did that come from the improve- 
ment fund 1 — It did. 

1139. There were two sums that seem to have been 
charged this year for Parliamentary business in refer- 
ence to the Alliance Gas bill and the Dublin Tramways 
bill. Mr. Finlay says that by tho agreement the Cor- 
poration ought to have received £500 from the Alliance 
Gas Company. I therefore consider it incumbent on 
me to ascertain why that £500 has not been paid? — 
There has been a notice of motion on the bnsine.sa 
paper for a long time respecting that sum, namely, by 
Councillor French, as follows : — 

“ That the Directors of the Alliance and Dublin Consumers Gas 
■Company lie called upon to carry into effect their part of the agree- 
ment, imiler which the opposition of the Corporation to the com- . 
puny's bill of IS 7-1, was withdrawn, viz. : — That the company would 
pay into the improvement fund of the city of Dublin. .£500 towards 
the costs and expenses incurred in opposing said bill.’’ 

1140. Then is your only answer that there is a 
notice of motion to be moved, that the Alliance Gas 
Company be called upon to carry into effect their part 
of the agreement ? — Yes ; and that lias not been dealt 
with, because there has been other business to be 
transacted. 

1141. Then will this appear on the next agenda 
paper? — Yes. 

1 142. What are these two next items amounting to 
£106 11s. ? — We received these moneys from the Court 
of Chancery, interest on purchase-money of ground at 
Grangegorman prison, sold to the Midland Great 
Western Railway Company. Two half year's interest 
had been lodged in error to the Grand Jury fund, in- 
stead of to the improvement fund. The 112th section 
of the Dublin Improvement Act provides that all the 
purchase-money of lands sold should go to the credit 
of the improvement fund, and consequently we trans- 
ferred this sum of £106 11s. 2(7. to that fund. 

1143. The subsidence of streets account and horse- 
hire account, has been, I see, charged with £2,482 
12s. 8c /., which was recouped to the improvement 
fund? — That is for three years — 1873, 1874, 1875 — 
which was recouped to the improvement fimd from 
the north and south sewers. You will get a full ex- 
planation of that in tny evidence given before the Select 
Committee, as to how credit was given to the improve- 
ment fund for that amount. 


1144. I understood from Mr. Finlay, that there had Dim lin. 
been a great many expenses charged to the improve- April 27 . 1977 . 
ment fund which really belonged to these sewers — Mp 

such as horse-hire, &c., and that they have now been O'Donnell, 
recouped ? — Yes. That sum was charged for thi'ee years 
against the improvement fund, which ought in fact to 
be borne by the sewers. 

1145. That gives your total receipts as £63,828 15s. 
to the credit of the improvement fund for the year 
last audited? — Yes. 

1146. Now going to the expenditure side, 

£3,227 15s. 7 cl. was the balance against the improve - 
ment fund at the commencement of the year? — Yes. 

1147. The total expenditure was £61,084 Gs. 11c/., 
and that with the balance amounted to £64,312 2s. 6*7. 
so that there was £4S3 7s. 6c/. still due by the improve- 
ment fund at the end of August, 1875? — Precisely. 

1148. This £61,084 6s. 11c/. is made up as follows: — 
general works account £40,299 0s. 2c/. ? — Yes, under 
the following heads ; paving, £9,069 ; macadam- 
izing, £13,143 14s. 2c/.; scavenging and watering, 

£8,099 19s. 9c/. ; asphaltingandflagging,£4,584 ISs. 3d . ; 
house drains, £715 8s. 7 d . ; miscellaneous and stores, 

£1,899 6s. 2d. ; of which about £450 would be 
carpenters’ and other wages, and the difference £1,449 
would be for carts, timber, iron, ifec., and cartel's’ wages, 

£2,786 12s. 6c/. 

Mr. Neville. — We make all our own carts, wheels, 
and everything. 

1 149. Chairman. — N ext year I see the wages came 
to £510? 

Witness. — Yes. 

1150. Your horses account is a large item, nearly 
£6,000, £5,999 7s. lid.? — There is £599 6s. for the 
purchase of horses; weekly wages of persons connected 
with stables, £541 6s. 4c/. ; forage, £4,040 13s: 10c/. ; 
veterinary surgeon, shoeing, <fec., £252 16s. ; harness 
and repairs, £72 3s. 7c/. ; stabling, .£513 0s. 9c/. ; and 
miscellaneous, £124 2s. 5c7. 

1151. Your forage item is singularly large — 

£4,040 13s. 10c/.? — That does not represent the cost in 
that particular year. It includes payments for forage 
got the year before. 

1152. How many homes do you keep? — "Upon an 
average seventy-five or seventy-six homes. The 
£4,040 13s. 10c/. includes £501 7s. 6c/. for the year 
before, and our indebtedness for that year was 
£222 5s. 6(7. so that £3,761 6s. 4c/. would be the 
actual cost for the year, and that year the price of 
forage was enormously high. 

1153. Taking seventy-five homes, the average cost 
for forage per horse for the year 1875 would he 
£50 3s. Yes. 

1154. Mr. Beveridge. — The Corporation are able to 
put up a horse and cart with driver at 8s. 4c/. per day, 
and that includes everything. 

1155. Mr. Neville. — The charge in London is 18s. 
per clay. 

1156. Mr. Beveridge . — I have just calculated the 
average cost per home for the year ending 31st 
December, 1876, and it was £46 7s. 6c/. 

1157. The last items of the horses account are : — 

Veterinary expenses and shoeing, £252 6s. (or an 
average of about £5 per week) ; harness and repairs, 

£72 3s. 7 d . ; building, repairs of stables, and gasfittings, 

£51 3s. 9c/. ; and miscellaneous, such as clipping homes, 

£124 2s. 5 d. That makes up £6,143 8s. 11 d. ; then 
against that there is a transfer of £144 Is., which 
leaves £5,999 7s. 11*7. ? — Yes. 

1158. Then we come to salaries. These amount in 
that year to £2,266 14s. Sc/. The secretary and book- 
keeper's salaries are £437 15s. 2cZ. 


Mr. Beveridge examined. 


1 159. You are the secretary to No. 1 committee, who 
practically have charge of the improvement account 1 — 
Yes. My present salary is £300, and it cannot be more 
than £400 under the Dublin Improvement Act. My 
predecessor, Mr. Reynolds, had £400. I have only been 


recently appointed. I commenced at £300 in the year 
1875. 

1160. Are you paid quarterly or monthly? — All 
salaries are drawn monthly. 

1161. This £437 15s. 2c/. with £300 11s. 6<i. taken 


Mr. Tieverul ice- 
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together represent all that the secretary’s office came 
to; so that the secretary’s office we snay say cost 
.€738 6s. 8 d. that year? — Yes. 

1162. Was the secretary’s salary included in that 
amount paid at the rate of .£400 until May, 1875, 
and subsequently at £300? — Yes. 

1163. How many clerks are there in the office? — 
At that time there was one clerk — a Mr. Clarke — who 
had lost his reason, and who was on pension for some 
time. The ordinary staff of the office consists of three 
clerks for general purposes, and two book-keepers. 

1164. What are these clerks paid each? — The first 
is paid £78, the second £75, and the third £52. The 
book-keepers’ salaries are — the first £150; and the 
other, who only acts as assistant book-keeper, £125. 
The latter was originally an inspector of out-door 
work ; but being unfitted for that duty, he was trans- 
ferred to the in-door department. 

1 1 65. Instead of superannuating him then, they put 
him in as assistant book-keeper at a higher salary than 
they would otherwise have paid him ? — Yes. 

1166. That is £275 for the two book-keepers. Then 
yon say this Mr. Clarke has been pensioned. What 
is his pension ! — £100 is his pension. His salary was 
£150 at the time of his leaving, but originally only 

1167. His salary was £120 in the beginning, and 
then in August, 1875, was it raised to £150 ? — Yes. 
In May, 1876, he became enfeebled, and leave of 
absence was granted to him ; and a temporary assistant 
was employed at £1 per week. 

1168. Did Mr. Clarke while on leave of absence be- 


come an inmate of Richmond Lunatic Asylum, and was 
Ins salary then paid to his wife on her signing a declara- 
tion he was incapable of transacting business? — Yes. 

1169. Why was this course taken when it was found 
he was in the lunatic asylum ? — In the hope he would 
be able to return to business, the committee delayed 
taking any steps in his case until they signed that 
report in January, 1877, recommending that he should 
be removed from his office, under the 121st section of 
the Dublin Improvement Act. 

1170. Chairman (having read document).— That 

was the law-agent’s report to the committee. Then 
the committee resolved on adopting the law-agent’s 
report, and decided ho should retire on £100 per 
annum. Was that confirmed by the council ? Yes. 

1171. Is he at present then entitled to a pension of 
£100 a year ?— He is at present entitled to a pension 
of £100 a year. I do not know whether he lias 
received auy of it or not yet; the pension is payable 
only half-yearly. That will not be paid by No. 1 Com- 
mittee, as all pensions are paid by No. 3 Committee. 

11/2. In August, 1875, when his salaiy was in- 
creased to £150 a year, was he in good health and 
able to transact business ?— Certainly ; a hale efficient 
officer. I always found him an indefatigable officer. 
His books are here on record, and they are a credit to 
any institution. I only wish I could get a similar man. 

1173. I see the application came from his wife when 
she saw his health was completely broken down, with 
a certificate from a medical man that he was not likely 
to recover? — Yes. J 

11/4. Now that disposes of all the expenses of the 
secretary’s office. Practically the expense has been 
reduced by £100 a year 1 — It has. 

1175. Has there been any increase in the other 
officers since your appointment ? — The present cost of 
the office as compared with the time of my predecessor 
exceeds the latter by £15 a year. 

1176. Then although your salaries have been re- 
duced there has been no decrease in the expenses ? 

We have taken in an extra clerk, but then the salaries 
of all being lowered, the difference is only £15 a year. 
Besides we keep a great many rnpre books than we 
did, and the fact should be taken with this that the 
expenditure has increased by one-third in carrying out 
works under the loan. 


1177. What salary has the extra clerk? — £52. a 
year. . The former secretary had £400 a year, and the 


present secretary has £200 a year ; the former book- 
keeper had £200 a year, and the present has £ 15 (i- 
the first clerk had formerly £120, and at present he 
has £78 ; the second clerk had formerly £80 and at 
present he has £65. 


1178. Surely all those reductions come to very much 
more than the £52 f— There should be other charts 
to make the expenses increase by £15 a year. 8 

1179. I have not deducted the charge of £150 for 
Mr. Clarke. The actual decrease in the secretary's 
office is .£175 less than it was. 


1180. Mr. M‘Evoi /. — But you are overlooking % 
pensions. 

1181. Chairman. — Oh, of course, that is a difl'erent 
thing. 

1.182. (To witness ). — Is there any other pension 
besides Mr. Clarke’s thrown on the improvement 
fund?— There is a pension to Mr. Reynolds, my pre- 
decessor; he has got £104 a year. There is also a 
pension to a store-keeper, who gets 10s. a week, and it 
is paid bj r the improvement committee. 

1 183. These two are £130, and Mr. Clarke’s £100 
makes £230. 


1184. Mr. IPEooy . — There is also Mr. Doyle. 

11S5. Mr. Curtin. — £426 a year would be the 
amount of the pensions. 

1186. Chairman. — Have those claims to compen- 
sation arisen under the 121st section of the Dublin 
Improvement Act, inasmuch as the officers were under 
the Paving Board. 

Mi’. Curtin. — Two of them have — those of Mr. 
Doyle and Mr. Clarke. I came into office with the 
present Corporation, and these gentlemen were in 
office when I came in. 

1187. Mr. Doyle and Mr. Clarke then got pensions 
hs being members of the old Paving Board ? — Yes. 

1188. How did the others get theirs ? — The others 
got theirs under the 32 & 33 Vic., cap. 189. 

1189. The inspector of public lighting was paid 
£27 2 1 4a 2 cl. What was his salary ? — £300. He was 
paid £150 as public light tester, and £150 as meter 
tester. The meter fees in that particular year were 
£136 18s. ; they are £196 in the next year. 

1190. About how much does the inspection of 
motors produce to the public? — About £160 a year. 

1191. In fact the receipts from the fees pay that 
salary on an average ? — Yes. 

1192. The supervisor of works and the inspector 
come next. What works are 'these? — Paving, flag- 
ging, macadamizing, and generally everything con- 
nected with thoroughfares, the protection of dangerous 
buildings, &c. 

1193. What salary does the supervisor get? — £200 
a year. 

1194. And then there are the inspectors? — There 
are two of these men ; one Inis £200 a year, and the 
other has £156. 

1195. Then, the only salaries for the supervision 
and inspection of these general works would be £356. 
£290 15s. lid was paid in that year ? 

Mr. O'Lonndl . — That is for eleven months. 

1196. You do not seem to pay up your salaries fully 
in the year ? — They are paid monthly, and become due 
at the end of each month ; the year may close before 
the 31st of August, so that they may be only paid for 
the eleven months ; but some years they may be paid 
in fall. Suppose tie 31st of August fell on Sunday, 
the salaries would be drawn previous to the 31st of 
August, and charged in the other account. Here is the 
account of the year before (hands in account), and you 
can see the gas-meter fees lodged were £212 19s. 6d 

1197. Mr. Curtin — The gas-meter testing fees, I 
may mention, are increasing. 

1198. Chairman. — What is the salary of Messrs. 
Webb and Edwards, tbe inspectors of weights and mea- 
sures ? — £150 as inspectors of weights and measures, 
and £15 as inspectors of diseased meat; Mr. Webb 
gets £10 as “inspector of petroleum” also. 

1199. The total salaries paid to those officers was 
£198 7s. id. out of the improvement fund ? — Yes. 
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1200. Do not these officers receive other payments ? 
y es out of the borough fund as inspectors of nui- 
sances’ Mi-. Webb got £45 19s. 9 cl., fifty-two weeks’ 
salary ; and Mr. Edwards £26. 

1201. The two together get out of the borough fund 
£72 as inspectors of diseased meat. The treasurer’s 
second assistant is charged to the improvement fund ? 
—That was only for three-fourths. 

1202. How comes the treasurer’s second assistant 
to be charged to that fund 1 

Mr. Curtin . — There is a clerk of -works in the trea- 
surer’s department principally in connexion with Com- 
mittee No. 1 in granting licenses for the opening of 
streets, setting of flags, Arc. An extra clerk is required ; 
and his sendees being principally in connexion with the 
improvement fund, we pay the charge out of that fund. 

1203. What is this recoup out of the waterworks 


251) 

fund, £37S 8s. 2 d., to Mr. Caul?— For a number of Duhlis. 
years the Waterworks Committee had been paying Apri l 27, i a>7. 
Caul. He was a storekeeper. The Improvement Fund Mr Beveric! g C . 
Committee had not been paying any of it, and then 
they recouped to the Waterworks Committee this 
£378 8s. 2d., which ought to have been paid for a 
number of years. 

1204. Then, to go to the salaries, how much of Mr. 

Caul’s salary is ]n-operly chai-geable to the improve- 
ment fund ? 

Mr. O'Donnell. — Now, he is supervisor, and the 
Improvement Fund Committee pay him for that 10s. 
a. week, and the Waterworks Committee another 10s. 

1205. What was his salai-y before he was super- 
visor? — £100 a year, paid weekly. 

The inquiry was then adjourned to the following 
morning. 


April 28, 1877. 


(Before Mr. Corbett (Chairman), and Mr. Exham, q.c.) 


Mr. O’Donnell’s examination resumed. 


Mr. O’Honndl. 


1206. Chairman. — We left off yesterday at the 
s:daries, the amount of these being £2,266 14s. 8 d. 
The next thing we come to following the order in the 
improvement accoimt is “ the compensation annuities.” 
These are apparently pensions %— Yes. 

1207. I see you paid last year £959 9s. 9 <7. under 
the section of the Act referred to yesterday, to officers 
under the old wide street board? — Yes; under the 
21st section of the 12tli and 13th of Victoria, cap. 97. 

1208. Yes, the Act of 1849 ? — Yes. I made a 
rou<di estimate of the compensation that was payable 
when the Act took effect. 

1209. Did you pay last year £959 9s. 9(7. to officers 
pursuant to the provisions of that Act? — Yes. 

1210. Did you pay £409 17s. 5(7. to other officers 
of’the Corporation under the special Act ? — Yes. 

1211. What was that Act ?— -It was the 32nd and 
33rd Vic., cap. 79. The Local Officers’ Superannua- 
tion Act (Ireland), 1869. 

1212. Have you got that Act here?— I have not 
a copy of it. It would be in the town clerk’s office. 

1213. Was it a local Act or a public Act ? — It was a 
local Act, I think, brought in by the late Sir J olrn Gray. 

Mr. M'Evoy . — It is a public Act and refers to all 
municipal bodies in Ireland. It was introduced by Sir 
John Gray. 

1214. Chairman (to Mr. O'Donnell). — Does that 
Act empower you to pension old officers of the Cor- 
poration ? — Yes ; but they can only get under that Act 
two -thirds of the salary they were in receipt of at the 
time the compensation or superannuation was given. 
Under the provisions of the Dublin Improvement Act 
officers of the Corpox-ation could receive the full 
amount of salary that they were in x-eceipt of being 
superannuated. 

1215. That Act — the Act of 1849 — says an “ade- 
quate ” compensation ? — Yes ; it leaves it open. 

1216. It does not limit to the two-thirds? — No ; 
there is no limit under that Act, but the 32nd and 
33rd of Vic. limits it to two-thirds. 

1217. At the time the Act of 1849 came into opex-a- 
tion, what was the amount chax-geable to the improve- 
ment fund under the 123x-d section? — The amount 
chargeable to the improvement fund was £2,522 5s. 

1218. For pensions? — For superannuatioxxs. We 
have a registry of the annuities that were granted. 
You can see that if you like. 

1219. Is the amount now reduced to £959 9s. 9(7. ? 
— Yes. It is still lower than that now, because since 
1875 some of these officers died off. 

1220. Yes ; but on the other hand were not one or 
two put on? — Yes ; but one of those who were put on 
have died off since. 

1221. Who was that ? — Mr. Connolly, my prede- 
cessor. 

1222. We heard yesterday that Doyle and Clarke 


were put on ? — If you look to the general minute of 
compensation you will find the annuities chax-ged there, 
but there are other annuities charged on different 
funds. The amount payable in 1877 for annuities 
under the Wide Street Commissioners, I see, is £796 
3s. 1(7. as against £2,522 5s. in 1852. 

1223. The amount payable to fox-mer offieex-s of the 
Cox-poration was £409 17s. 5(7. What is the amount 
paid now? — £251 16s. 4(7. chax-geable on the im- 
provement fund. 

1224. And is that in respect of three offieex-s. Mr. 
Costigan, ex-treasurer, who gets £122 16s. 4(7. Mr. 
Reynolds, ex-secretaxy to No. 1 Committee, who gets 
£104 — and Caul, storekeeper-, who gets £25, chax-ge- 
able on the improvement fund, and who also gets 
aixotker £25 on the waterwox-ks 1- — Yes. 

1225. Is it not the case also that only a cex-tain pro- 
pox-tion of Mr. Costigan’s annuity is chargeable to the 
improvement fund ? — Yes, because the Act under which 
Mr. Costigan and Mi-. Caul ai-e superannuated states 
that the compensations ai-e to be chai-ged on the fund 
that their salaries were paid out of. 

1226. This would be a good opportunity to introduce 
a table handed to me by Mr-. M'Evoy, which shows 
what was paid to superannuated officers from 1862 
down to the present time. Can you tell whether these 
figures ax-e cox-x-ect ? — If I looked at the books I could. 
There are a good many mattex-s of account that I never 
went back upon, but the books will tell. 

1227. Mr. M'Evoy makes out by this list that the 
amount payable to retired officers in 1862 and 1863 
was £3,237 Is. 5(7. ? — The amount charged in the 
ledger as compensation to l-etired officei-s under the 
12th and 13th Vic., cap. 97, was £2,797. 

1228. But Mr. M'Evoy gives it at £3,237 Is. 5d. 1 — 
There is a tx-ansfer from the salaries, paid to D. H. Shex- 
x-ard, amOTintingto £440 15s. 4(7., and I take it that was 
compensation that was charged in the salai-ies acoount, 
and should be charged in the compensation accoxxnt. 
That would make Mr. M'Evoy right — £3,237. 

1229. For 1863 and 1864 Mr. M'Evoy makes it 
£3,681 ? — That is for the year ended August, 1865. 

1230. And for the year ended August, 1864, he 
ma kes it £3,237 ? — That ought to be £3,205 16s. 5(7. 

1231. What is it for the year 1866 ? — The figure 
here is £3,008 19s. 10(7. 

1232. Mi". M'Evoy makes it £3,008 19s. 10<7. ? — 
Well, that is light. Then for 1S67 it is £3,092 10s. 4(7., 
and fox- 1868 £3,150 12s., then for 1869 £2,554 6s. 6(7., 
and for 1870 £2,068 7s. 10(7., but there is a sum of 
£39 5s. 2(7. to the credit of the compensation account, 
being a recoupment of a quarter’s compensation charged 
on the 20th October, 1869, to A. M'Millan, deceased. 
Thpt leaves £2,029 2s. Sd. as the amount charged 
against compensation for the year ended August, 1870. 

1233. What was it in 1871 ?— £1,979 14s. 8(7. 
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Draws. 1234. In 1872? — The amount charged is £1,753 18s. 

Jpra 28,1877. 1235. And was it £1,759 in 1873? — Yes. 

Mr. O'Donnell. 7236. And in 1874 Mr. M'Evoy has it at £1,713 ? 

— There is a difference here. In 1874 the amount 
chargeable against the improvement fund under the 
12th and 13th Vic. was £1,529 12s. Gel., and he must 
have added on to that the others under the 32nd and 
33rd Vic. under the head of compensation. 

1237. Did the special Act then come into operation 
for the first time ?— Yes. 

1238. And then what did the pensions amount to — 
Mr. M'Evoy makes it £1,713? — The amount was 
£1,529 12s. G<7. under the old, and the proportion of 
the general account under the new Act £183 6s., 
making together £1,712 18s. Ct7. 

1239. What was the amount in 1875? — £1,369 7s. 2(7. 
— £1,165 Is. id. under one, and £204 5s. lOrf. under 
the other Act. 

1240. And are the pensions reduced now from 
£3,681 in 1SG4— 65 — ■which was the highest amount — 
to £1,369, last year? — Yes. 

1241. And is there a further reduction this year ? — 
There is. The amounts in 1876 were £1,169 9s. 2d., 
and £204 6s. 8 d. 

1242. That would make £1,373 15s. 10 d . ; that is 
not a reduction? — That is for 1876, but in 1877 there 
is a reduction. 

1243. In 1877 it was £796 3s. 1th under the old 
Act, and £251 under the new, making £1,047 3s. Id. ? 
— Yes, it may be less before the close of the year, 
being subject to reduction in case of the death of any 
of the annuitants. 

1244. The next item I find in the accounts is for 
law and Parliamentary expenses — £244 6s. 2d. ? — 
Yes. 

1245. Of that sum was not £153 10s. a cost in- 
curred in opposing the Alliance Gas Company’s 
Bill in 1S74, and in respect of which opposition Mr. 
Finlay says £500 ought to be brought to the credit of 
the improvement fund ? — Yes. 

1246. Will you give me your explanation ns far as 
you can why that £500 was not brought to the credit 
of the improvement fund ? — I have no explanation to 
offer. It does not come within my special duly. 

1247. Who is the person who is most likely to give 
that information ?— Either the secretary of No. 1 Com- 
mittee or the town clerk, or some of the members of 
the committee. 

1248. You are simply the accountant? — Just so. 
If it came into the account I would take notice of it. 

1249. The next item I find in the accounts is with 
regard to the markets. It is, totting all together, — 
Southfield, St. Sepulchre’s, Butter, Crime, and City 
weigh-houses, and the weights mul measures department 
— an amount of £726 3s. 6d. charged to the improve- 
ment fund ? — Yes, that is right. 

1 250. Of which £597 8s. Sd.is in respect of Smithfield 
and the hay and straw market? — Yes. 

1251. Then for printing, stationery, and advertising 
there is £348 4s. 4 d., and that is charged to the im- 
provement fund ? — Yes, that is it. 

1 252. Then there are rent and taxes on premises 
held by the late Wide Street Commissioners ? — Yes ; 
we receive rent from this. There are rents we have to 
pay for some of those houses we took over, and from 
which we receive rents. 

1253. i Head-rents, less rates and taxes you have to 
pay ? — Yes. 

1254. And did these with some rates you pay on St. 
Mary’s-place amount to £135 Is. 10 d.1 — Yes. 

1255. Then I come to a heavy expenditure — gas, 
lighting the public lamps, including wages of lamp- 
lighter, £6,970 13s. 6d. 1 — That does not represent the 
actual expense, because you may perceive the payment 
is only on account. 

1256. I am aware; for on looking at Mr. Beveridge’s 
account it comes to a larger sum for the whole year 1 — 
Yes ; Mr. Beveridge will be able to give you the in- 
formation. 


1257. At the last audit, had £6,970 13s. Gd. been 
paid on account of lighting? — Yes. 

1258. But did the actual cost for the year, accord 

ing to the balance sheet of No. 1 Committee, ’come to 
£S,S67 13s. 7d. ? — Yes; that would he for the year 
ending 31st December. J 

1259. Can you only speak as to the actual monerx 
paid?— That is all. 

1260. Mr. Finlay, in one of his reports, throws out 
a suggestion which I think is a very good one, although 
of course, it would require an Act of Parliament to 
carry it out, but the Corporation could easily get a 
clause inserted in some of the Acts they o-o for. °The 
suggestion is that the accounts should be audited up 
to the 31st December each year, as they would then 
show the real financial state of affairs much better 
than under the present system ? — I was about to sug- 
gest that you should take notice of that. If it was 
only for the sake of comparison, it would be a meat 
convenience to my department as well as to Committee 
No. 1. 

1261. May I take it that that suggestion is con- 
curred in by you and Mr. Beveridge? — Certainly. I 
think it was. I myself suggested to Mr. Finlay that 
it would be an enormous advantage to the department 
to end the accounts then ; and a clause might be in- 
serted now, I should think, in the Collector-General 
of Rates Act. 

1262. To return now to where we left off. The 
cost of public lighting for the year you say was 
£8,867 13s. 7d. i— Yes. 

1263. Besides wages to the lamplighters ? — Yes. 

1264. How do you pay? Is it per 1,000 cubic 
feet, or by the lamp? — Per 1,000 cubic feet, checked 
by meter. 

1265. Mr. Beveridge. — The cost pier lamp would 
be about £2 11s. 5 d. pier annum — that being much 
eheapier than under the Paving Board, who were 
always held upi as models of economy. 

126G. Chairman (to Mr. Beveridge). — That is lower 
than other towns ; but the question is, how much 
light you get for it. What are you now p>aying per 
1,000 cubic feet ? — 4s. Gd. 

12C7. What did you pay in the years I have before 
me?— 3s. lid. pier 1,000. 

1208. When you paid 3s. lid. what was the Alli- 
ance Gas Company charging to the public ? — It varied 
from 5s. 4d. down to 4s. 9d. 

1269. Mr. M'Evoy. — Was it not reduced? — It was 
reduced last July to 5s. 

1270. Chairman. — And the year you were paying 
3s. lid. for it under the old contract the public were 
charged very much more for it? — Yes. 

1271. Are you now paying, from the 1st of January 
this year, 4s. 6d. pier 1,000 cubic feet 1 — Yes. 

1272. And what are the public paying ? — The same, 
4s. 6d. 

1273. Is it to he a uniform charge, then? — Yes. 
The Corporation could have made better terms for 
themselves, but in order to procure a decrease in the 
charge to the public, they agreed themselves to pay a 
higher rate. The gas company, with the view of pre- 
venting any opposition being started, reduced the 
pirice in advance at the time. 

1274. They were entitled to charge a maximum 
rate not exceeding 5s. 4d., and then on the 1st of July 
it was to be lowered to 5s. Therefore on the 1st of 
July they would be obliged to reduce it, but before 
that time came it seems they reduced it to a still lower 
figure ? — They did, in January. 

1275. And are you. now working under the new 
contract? — Yes. 

1276. Now come to the question of what it is per 
lamp. How long are the lamps lighted ? — There is a 
schedule attached to the contract, and as far as possible 
we observe that. 

•1277. What is the number of lamps iip the citythat 
are lighted ? — 3,470 pier quarter. 

1278. That the Corporation light? — Yes. 

1279. And are these lamps lit during some portion 
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of the year for a longer’ time than at others 1 — Yes ; 
in the event of the company lighting the lamps, they 
were obliged to adhere to that part of the specification, 
but the Corporation keep a registry of the time. Every 
Saturday there is submitted to the committee a re- 
turn of the hours at which the lights were commenced 
to be extinguished, what hour the work was completed 
at, what hour they commenced to be lighted at, and at 
what horn- the lighting was completed at. It varies 
every day. 

1280. Then the citizens have no certainty as to how 
Ion" the lamps will be lighted ? — There never was but 
one complaint since I came here as to the lighting of 
the lamps. 

1281. But, as a matter of fact, no one knows at 
what hour they will be extinguished ? — No. It varies 
according to the season of the year. 

1252. But you say it varies every week also? — Itdoes. 

1 253. Mr-. Exham. — Is there a meter to every lamp ? 

Mr. O'Donnell. — There is a meter to every tenth 

lamp. > 

1254. Chairman. — I see the latest hour at which 
you extinguish in the morning is 7.10 for the month 
of December ? 

Mr. Neville (city engineer). — That is quite right. 

1285. And is the longest time they are lit, from a 
quarter past four in the evening till 7.10 in December, 
.and in June are they lit at a quarter to ten, and ex- 


tinguished at ten minutes before two the following Dcnr.is. 
morning ? — Yes. _ Jpr uan, t s77. 

1 286. That is taking the longest and shortest periods Mr O’Donnell, 
of the year ? — Yes. 

1287. Mr. Beveridge . — In April the return shows 
that the lamps were commenced to be lighted at half- 
past six o’clock, and were finished at 7.55. That was 
an hour and a half it took in going round the city. 

The return also shows they commenced to be extin- 
guished at a quarter past four o’clock. Here is another 
book that is hud before the Committee, which shows 
the testing taken every week. I find in some instances 
the illuminating power of the gas to be stated at twelve 
over sixteen candle gas, sometimes fourteen; and during 
the whole time I have been here the test was never 
under the sixteen-candle test. Not only is the aver- 
age over it, but every individual test is over it, and it 
has been as high as 17 : 21. 

1288. Mr. Exham. — Didn’t the Corporation want 
to do something else in order to decrease the expense 1 
— They did. They wanted to extinguish the lights in 
the morning earlier, by which means the Committee 
calculate they will save £500 a year. 

1 2S9 But didn’t they want to do something else 1 — 

They did. To further economise, they wanted to re- 
duce the consumption of gas to three and a half instead 
of four feet per hour, by which they would save £1,500 
a year, but the gas company would not allow that. 


Mr. John Byrne, t.c., re-examined. 

take it, and show it is highly unsatisfactory, and works 


1290. IFtiness. — I want to ask can you receive at 
this inquiry any evidence upon the defective nature of 
the borough franchise ? 

1291. Chairman. — No ; that is expressly excluded ; 
that is what the Select Committee are taking evidence 
upon. 

1292. Mi*. Byrne . — I will give you evidence, if you 


very badly. 

1293. Chairman. — In Dublin onr inquiry is limited 
to four special points, and we are, I am happy to say, 
on the last of them now. 

1294. Mr. Byrne . — I would wish it to appear on 
your notes that I tendered the evidence. 


Mr. O’Donnell’s examination resumed. 


Mr. O'DonndL 


1295. Chairman.— The next item on the account is 
for domestic scavenging, £346 13s. id.,. charged to the 
improvement fund, and you get back part of that on 
the other side of the account? — Yes. In the first in- 
stance there was lodged £33S 8s. 1(M., which was paid, 
and £310 0s. Id. remained to go against the expendi- 
ture that was incurred. We got back altogether £338 
and £310. 

1296. Does that form portion of the item Mr. Fin- 
lay alluded to in his report? — Yes. We paid £338 
8s. lOd. on account of these demands, and we also ex- 
pended a sum of £346 13s. 6 d. You will find there 
is an amount of £144 Is. transferred from the horse 
account against the domestic scavenging account by 
the account furnished for August 31st, 1875. 

1297. Why does it appear in two separate items? — 
Because £33S Ss. lOd. is the sum included in repay- 
ment contra for domestic scavenging. 

1298. The result of that is this : — that you charge 
the improvement fund £346 13s. 6d., and you only 
benefit the improvement fund by £310. £338 was 
you mean, received on deposit, and is returned ,as de- 
posited; and that leaves £310 to the credit of the 
improvement fund, against £346 -which is the expendi- 
ture? — Yes; but taking one year with another the 
charges as nearly as possible follow each other. 

1299. Of course, I can understand you may have 
a little more to come in in one year than another ; but 
on an average of years, do the repayments balance the 
outgoings? — They do. I think it was Councillor 
Byrne who was principally instrumental in introducing 
this system. 

1300. The charge of £3 9s. for advertising in respect 
of loan, will be defrayed out of that £50,000 1 suppose ? 
— Yes ; that is the first charge against that loan. 

1301. Then the proportion of the expenses of the 
City Hall charged to the improvenent fund was, I 
find, £524 4s. ?— Yes. 

1302. Have the particulars of that all been audited? 
• — Yes. 


1303. Then £32 11s. 6d. is the Local Government 
Board’s proportion of the audit fee? — Yes; that was 
the proportion chargeable to the improvement fund. 

1304. £1,144 12s. 7 d. is the amount of repayments 
on account of deposits for licences, and for domestic 
scavenging, «&c., by private parties. Was not that 
£338 Ss. 1 0<7. to which we have before referred as 
lodged for the latter purpose, included in those de- 
posits? — Yes. 

1305. The last item of expenditure not yet noticed 
is the sum of £673 17s. Id. for widening and improv- 
ing the streets ? — That was a matter connected with 
portion of the money borrowed under the loan. 

1306. Was not £426 8s. 2d. of this paid in respect 
of work and improvements on the streets ; and 
£257 8s. lid. for two instalments and interest upon 
the loan with respect to the College railings?— Yes. 

1307. What we have now gone through brings the 
total expenditure, including balance at starting, to 
£64,312 2s. 6d., leaving a balance of £483 7s. 6 d. 
against the improvement fund ? — Yes. 

1308. Mr. Byrne. — But in relation to the College 
railings fund, I* may say that the entire of that did not 
come on the public funds ; for we got a donation from the 
College, a donation from the College library, and other 
sources ; and as a matter of fact we only paid a residue. 

1309. Chairman (to Witness). — I would just like to 
compare the total receipts and the total expenditure of 
the improvement fund for the year subsequent to this, 
with the audit we have just been going through. 
You began of coiu*se, the next year with a balance of 
£483 7s. Gd. against the improvement fund ; and yon 
left off, I believe, with a balance of £S,805 5s. Hid. 
to credit? 

Witness. — Yes ; but that represents a certain por- 
tion of the money we borrowed. 

1310. Practically the first instalment of the £50,000 
loan account, I see, came into this year’s receipts. 
What were the total receipts, exclusive of that £20,000* 
for the year?— £62,800 in round figures. 

2 M 
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Duiilik. 1311. Well, that is about £1,000 less than they 
April 2 s, is?-, were in the year we have been going through, exclusive 
,r ^TTT of the loan. What were the receipts from rates 1 — 
£o5,019 3s. 11a. 

1312. That was £2,100 more than the receipts 
from rates in the year we have been going through 1 — 
Yes ; but we explained that yesterday by stating that 
there is included in that the Government bounty for 
the first time. 

1313. Is not the total amount which has been re- 
ceived on the improvement rate from 1850 up to 21st 
April, 1877, £1,299,568 Is. Gd. 1— ' Yes. 

1314. The 24th section of the Dublin Improvement 
Act authorized you to borrow £100,000. Of that 
£100,000, up to the present, I understand, you have 
received £4S,550, and you have an agreement for 
£30,000 more ?— Yes. 

1315. Was not the first money you borrowed the 
£17,550 for the cattle market? — Yes. 

1316. Did you not afterwards borrow more than 
that for the cattle market ? — Altogether we borrowed 
£24,550 for the cattle market. 

1317. At what rate of interest did you borrow the 
money for the cattle market? — At six per cent. 

1318. Could yon not obtain the money from the 
Hibernian Bank or elsewhere at less than six per 
cent. ? — The money was box-rowed altogether on the 
security of the improvement rate. The interest is only 
payable on some of these mortgages on the profits of 
the market. 

1319. Exit why cannot you get a loan for the whole 
amount ? 

Mr. lhjrne . — There is a risk, because if the cattle 
market does not pay they have not the power to 
borrow. The cattle market was got up by the sales- 
men lending the money to the Corporation and taking 
the Corporation bonds, with the understanding that if 
the profits paid six per cent, they were to get six per 
cent., and they lent the money for fifty years upon 
that condition. Smithfield market is still a free 
market to all comers, and it is considered advisable 
that the intex-est of the persons who originally lent 
the money should be retained iix the Dublin cattle 
market. If we borrowed it at a low rate they would 
have no interest iix the market, and the market might 
be left on our hands, saddled with the payment of taxes, 
&c. ; and in order to prevent the market being a 
failure, we thought the original pax-ties should be 
allowed to stick to their bargains and make it a pay- 
ing concern. 

1320. But surely the market now yields a vex-v 
considerable profit? 

Mx*. Byrne . — But there is Smithfield to which all the 
profit might revert, leaving us the Dublin cattle mar- 
ket on our hands ; and a dread of that induced us to 
make this arrangement rather than x-un that risk. 

Witney. — The Cox-poration have x-eserved to tlxern- 
• selves the right to call in those bonds at any time 
they wish ; whereas, the holders of the bonds must be 
content to keep themfor fifty years from the date of issue. 

1321. Oh, of course, it is a one-sided bargain in that 
respect. But the reason given by Mi-. Byrne — a desire 
to induce those people to send their cattle to tlxe mar- 
ket — does not exist with respect to the last loan of 
£3,500. Why did you borrow that at this rate from 
tlxe Hibernian Bank ? 

Mi.-. Byrne . — I. do not think it was economy. 

1322. Nor do I think it was economy either. (To 
witness). — Then you borrowed, for the improvement 
of College-green and the College railin gs, £2,000. At 
what i-ate did you box-row that ? — At 5 per cent., re- 
payable by half-yearly instalments of £200. Up to 
the present wehave paid off £1,300, and all interest due. 

1323. Then you borrowed from the National Bank 
£2,000 to buy horses ? — And that is all paid off. 

1 324. What right had you to borrow that money ? 
—It was for the purposes of the Act. 

Mr. Byrne . — We had always been in the habit of 
setting the sweeping of the streets by contract, and the 
repairs and maintenance of the plant by contract, and 
we found the plant was not kept in order, nor the 


streets swept to our satisfaction, and very great sliox-t- 
comings in those particulars — although payment was 
demanded to the day. At the close of the contract 
we found the conditions were very complicated, and 
in fact, that we were not getting value for the money 
we were paying ; that we had not sufficient control 
over this matter ; and a sub-committee of three of 
which I was a member, was appointed, and we came 
to the conclusion that by taking the horses and the 
scavenging ixxto our own hands we could do the work 
more efficiently — because the contractor’s horses were 
old and decrepit, axxd we found that by getting a superior 
description of horses, plant, and materials, we could 
do it better-. 

1325. Then, I suppose, because you could not afford 
to buy the horses out of your income, you borrowed 
the money from the bank ? 

Mr. Byrne. — Yes. We showed that in ten months 
the saving in our mode of doing the works paid for 
the horses. 

1326. Chairman (to witness). — Iix what instalments 
did you pay back the £2,000 ? — The amount was ad- 
vanced on the 2Sth of August, 1871 ; the first pay- 
ment on account was on the 28tli of March, 1872— 
£500 ; the second payment was for the 26th July 
1S72 — £500 ; the third payment was on the 19th 
September, 1872 — £500 ; and the fourth payment 
was on the 21st February, 1873 — £500. 

Mi-. Byrne. — You see the saving was effected in a 
little more than eighteen months, but in twelve months 
we paid off the whole loan. 

Witness. — We paid it off in twelve months, but it 
was borrowed a year and a half. 

1327. Then you borrowed another £20,000 in No- 
vember, 1875, was not that the first instalment of the 
£50,000?— Yes. 

1328. Did you enter into au agreement to borrow 
£50,000 from the Law Life Assurance Society ? — Yes, 
the £20,090 already mentioned being the first instal- 
ment of that ; and we paid off the first instalment of 
that £20,000 on the 13th of December last. 

1320. Is that £20,000- all expended? — There was, 
I think, up to the 31st of August, 1S76, close to 
£10,000 expended. 

1330. What was that £20,000 specially taken out 
for? 

Mr. Byrne. — For new paving works. 

1331. What are the terms on which you are to get 
the loan of this £50,000 from the Law Life Assurance 
Company ? 

Mx-. Bever idge. — That was got at foxu- and a half per 
cent, interest. • 

1 332. Is there any agreexuent fox- the extinguishing 
of that? — Yes, by £1,000 a year. 

Mx-. Beveridge. — And the fix-st instalment has been 
paid, and the interest has been paid as it fell due. 

1333. Irrespective of this £20,000 you hist borrowed, 
has anything been paid off, or has a sinking fund been 
formed with regard to this £24,550 borrowed for the 
cattle market ? 

Mx-. Byrne. — No ; but tlxe cattle market is a specu- 
lation which shows a surplus every yeax-, and instead 
of paying off that they have erected new works, they 
have increased the max-ket accommodation, they have 
paid all the expenses of the management, and instead of 
paying over the surplus to the improvement fund, they 
have spent this money on the improvement of the 
market. 

1334. Bixt under the Act of Pax-liament you are 
bound to form a sinking fund? — We are ; bixt hairing 
got such favourable terms from tlxe lenders, by their 
extending the repayment over fifty years instead of 
twenty, we think there is time enougli to begin. 

Witness. — Mr. Finlay makes a mistake ; he savs, 
“ one twentieth pax-t of the improvement fund ” should 
be set aside, instead of one-twentieth part of the money 
borrowed. 

1335. Chairman. — He quoted the Act. 

Mr. Byrne. — The Act Says so, bxxfc we took the 
opinion of counsel, and counsel advised us that the 
meaning of the Act is the twentieth of the loan. 
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1336. Chairman. — I see by the cattle market re- 
ports that you have expended £27,923 Os. lltZ. on the 
works of the market chargeable to capital account ? 

Witness. — Yes. 

1337. The remaining .£30,000 of the £50,000 loan 
you are not required to take up until you want it? — 
We are not, and we may not take up the entire. 

133S. Is it not a fact that you have got some 
Lloyd’s bonds outstanding besides these loans we 
have heard of? — Yes. There were issued altogether 
£6,820 13*. id., and £625 has been paid olf in 
August, 1876. There were twelve bonds. 

1339. But why issue Lloyd’s bonds for works with- 
in your borrowing powers before you have exhausted 
those powers? 

Mr. Byrne. — We are considerably -within our 
borrowing powers, but I think it would be advisable 
for you to get on your note the agreement with the 
Asphalts Company, because it is very favourable to us. 

I think it is right to show its advantages. It is for 
the amount of only 6c7. per yard per annum on the 
entire. 

1340. Have you got a contract with this Asphalte 
Company for more works of this kind to be done ? 

Mr. Byrne. — We have an agreement with them, 
that when like conditions arise in reference to the 
other streets, they will asphalte them. Those bonds 
are only issued for a moiety of the cost, and the in- 
habitants pay the other moiety ; and in those instances 
where the asphalte has been laid down, the company 
have taken the security of the inhabitants for the 
other moiety. The interest is five per cent. 

1341. Before we leave the subject of the debt, 
looking at this report of No. 1 Committee, made out 
up to the 31st of December, I see there were out- 
standing to sundry creditors on the improvement 
fund account, at the commencement of the year 
ending the 31st of December, 1875, debts amounting 
to £15,535, and at the end of that year, the amount 
was £ 1 5,990. What are these debts ? 

Mr. Beveridge. — These debts are to the Alliance 
Das Company for supplying the gas, and to various 


contractors for the supply of paving and macadamizing Dublin. 
materials, &c. _ Apri ls s.i s-~. 

1.342. These debts I suppose do not include these Mr 0 . D(mno u. 
Lloyd’s bonds ? — The latter sum, £15,9.90, includes 
three bonds (not then due), amounting to £1,875 
(625 each). 

1343. I was glad to see by Mr. Beveridge’s last 
account that in 1876 those large liabilities had been 
reduced. 

Mr. Byrne. — Oh, yes; they are reducing every 
year since 1875. 

Mr. Beveridge. — As a matter of fact, on the 31st 
of December, I do not believe there was any account 
presented that was not paid. 

1344. Were there bills that had not been presented 
for payment? — They were debts arising in the year, 
but which had not come in. 

1345. Out of that £15,990 due in 1875, were all 
these bills paid off in 1876 ; and assuming £12,500 
to be outstanding at the end of 1876, would that be 
solely for bills arising within that year ? — The public 
accountant, with whose discretion we could not in- 
terfere in such a matter, had put in the three bonds 
issued to the Limner Asphalte Paving Company, 
not one of which were due in that year, and which 
should have been put down as contingent liabilities of 
future years. With that exception everything else 
has been paid off. 

Mr. Beveridge. — Against that liability of £15,990 
there should be set the outstanding arrears of improve- 
ment rate, which had not been collected. 

1346. Is not the sewerage rate -independent of this 
£15,990, and levied at id. in the pound; and is 
there not a separate account for the two districts — 
the north and the south 1 — Yes, there are separate 
accounts, but this sum includes £363 13s. id. charge- 
able to the sewers funds. 

IP/iKCSs.-T-One year it was threepence halfpenny. 

Mr . Byrne. — We have not levied the entire four- 
pence in one year. 

Mr. Beveridge. — In the year 1874 it was three pence 
halfpenny and in the year 1S75 it was twopence. 


Mr-. Parke Ney 

1347. Chairman.— You are a civil engineer?— Yes. 

1348. How long have you been engineer to the 
Corporation? — Since 1851. I became engineer im- 
mediately after the reformed Corporation came in, on 
the 1st January, 1851. 

1349. You have charge, I suppose, of all the engi- 
neering works, and of the works done out of the im- 
provement fluid? — Yes. 

1350. Tell me first with regard to the scavenging, 
is that under your supervision? — I generally advise 
the committee, but of course, the aetual overseeing is 
by men for that purpose. 

’ 1351. On what principle is the scavenging of the 
city conducted? — The city is divided into six districts — 
three on the north side and three on the south. There 
is a ganger over each, and there is an overseer for the 
north side and one for the south, and they give a re- 
turn every week with a pay-sheet, &c., to the com- 
mittee that sits every week, called sub-committee No. 

1, and they examine all the books up to that date. 

1352. There are two overseers and six gangers ? — 
Yes. 

1353. What is the number of men employed ? Do 
these tables for the years 1870, 1874, and 1875, in 
Mr. Beveridge’s book give correctly the average re- 
turns of the men employed? — Yes. In 1870, we had 
126 gangers and labourers, and ten depotmen and six 
overseers ; the total cost per week being £74 19s. 2d. 
The labourers were receiving 10s. 2d. per week, and 
the overseers 20s. 10 d. 

1354. In 1874 you employed, I see, two inspectors, 
six overseers, sixty-one carters, 133 gangers and 
labourers, and twelve depotmen, at a cost of £171 
5s. 6d.. per week? — Yes. 

1355. And. in 1875 the cost was £181 5s. Id. per 
week, being just £10 per week more. What are the 
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numbers at present employed? — 136 altogether, KeviU * 
namely, on the south side seventy-three, and on the 
north side sixty-three. 

1356. Does that include depotmen and overseers 1 — 

T 1357. Then you have not so many as in 1S75 ? — It 
only includes labourers and gangers. 

1358. Then may we take the cost at about £180 a 
week ? — Well, I dare say. 

1359. In 1875 you had a man or two less employed, 
and the cost was £180, so that we may take it roughly 
at £180 a week ? — Yes. 

1360. In your opinion is the number of gangers and 
overseers sufficient to supervise this work ? — Well, I 
think they are. 

1361. Would you say the work was done to your 
satisfaction ? — Well, they have not horses enough, the 
distance the mud has to be earned is great, and they 
certainly have not money to do the scavenging. If you 
look at the evidence I gave before the committee last 
year, you will see I went fully into the question, and I 
am only repeating my evidence now. 

1362. Is not 15s. a week what" you now pay the 
labourers? — Yes. That is 14s. a week, and a half- 
day’s wages for working on Sunday morning. 

1363. Is it the same rate of wages now as in 1875 ? 

Yes. There has been no change, practically, since I 
gave my evidence before the committee. 

° 1364. Isn’t it a fact that quite recently, during the 
present audit, Mr. Finlay drew attention to the fact 
that there were seven men nominally employed at 
Whitehorse-yard at the rate of 7s. per week, and that 
on inquiry he found one of them was dead, and the 
remainder were never at work there? — That is a fact. 

The fact is, they were very old men ; they had been 
from thirty to forty rears in the employment of the 

2 M 2 
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Corporation. The Committee liacl no power to pension 
. them off, so they were set down nominally as being at 
work, but it was an understood thing that they were 
not working. 

1365. Then, was their supposed employment there 
all moonshine, and was it perfectly well known they 
were not working ? — Yes ; one of them was blind. 

1366. They seem to have continued one man’s name 
after he was dead. How was that! — I cannot tell 
that. 

1367. Who is the person who pays these people ? — 
They are paid by the treasurer, but the ganger is bound 
to be present, and to see each man receive his pay, in 
order to be able to identify him. 

136S. Mi - . Exham. — The treasurer doesn’t pay them 
with his own hand? — No, through his deputies. 

1369. Chairman. — In his report for the year 1S73 
Mi - . Finlay drew attention to the mode adopted by the 
Corporation in the payment of a large amount annually 
to mechanics, lamplighters, labourers, <fcc., residing, 
some in Dublin and some in county Wicklow, from 
whom no receipts could be or had been obtained, and 
so forth ; and I gathered from his report that he ad- 
vised the money should be paid through the treasurer’s 
office, or through some officer of that department ; and, 
therefore, I presume, that previously they were not 
paid through that department. By whom were they 
paid ? — There were some persons paid directly by the 
gangers, but since Mr. Finlay’s report I believe they 
are all paid directly through the treasurer’s office. 

Mr. O'Donnell (city accountant). — What Mr. Finlay 
remarked upon was the system of paying the workmen 
of the waterworks through the engineers who had 
charge. He considered there should be a clerk in con- 
nexion with the treasurer’s office for that purpose. 
The lamplighters are now paid through the city trea- 
surer’s office direct. 

Witness. — In consequence of Mr. Finlay’s report 
all the workmen, except the firemen, are paid through 
the office. Those men are paid by the chief of the 
Fire Brigade. 

1370. Chairman. — Do you mean that these men 
who never came to work at Whitehorse-yard, and the 
man who was dead, were paid by some person through 
the treasurer’s office? — Yes. The payment to the 
dead man was through his wife, I suppose. 

1371.. I don’t suppose the dead man came himself 
for the money? 

Mr. M‘Evoy. — The person who came was no relation 
at all. 

1372. Chairman. — Well, I believe she represented 
herself to be the man’s wife. 

1373. Mr. Exham. — Suppose a man is sick, doesn’t 
he get his wife to come for the money ? — I dare say. 

Mr. O'DonneU. — It was not the fault of the city 
treasurer, but of some overseer that that man was paid, 
because lie would be paid on the certificate of the person 
in charge of the yard. 

Witness. — There is a special report by Committee 
No. 1 on the subject. 

1374. Chairman. — As to the general practice, do 
you mean that all these men are paid through the office 
by the ganger ? — They are paid by an assistant from 
the treasurer’s office in the Whitehorse-yard every 
Saturday. 

1375. All the men ? — Yes. 

1376. I suppose there is a certificate from the over- 
seer or the ganger ? — He is present to identify the men 
and to see that they were at. work. There is a report 
sent in showing that so and so worked a whole day, or 
lialf a day, as the case might be. 

1377. He clearly could not have identified this man 
as at work ? — No ; but perhaps you will refer to the 
special report from No. 1 Committee respecting the pay- 
ment of the workmen. (See Appendix 15, page 384.) 

1378. We have heard you had a contract with the 
asphalting company for asphalting. Now, with regard 
to the macadamizing, and flagging, and paving, is that 
done by contract? — We have a contract for the material, 
which is dropped by the contractor on the streets, and 
the Corporation men spread it. 


1379. You are trying to reduce the quantity o! 

macadamizing in Dublin, are you not ? — Yes, and to 
increase the paving, and with that view there is a 
special Council order. We have received great assis- 
tance from the tramway companies. There are at pre- 
sent eight miles seven furlongs of paving laid down by 
the tramway companies in the city. They paved the 
centres at their own expense, and I have an order of 
Council to complete the paving of the streets, the 
centres of which have already been paved by the tram- , 
way companies, so as to finish the spaces between the 
tramway and the footpaths. The North Dublin Tram- 
way Company are just finishing up their line. They 
have made three miles five and three quarter furlongs : 
and then there is a contract advertised for the laying 
of a tramway from the back of the Grattan statue to 
Inchicore. . 

1380. Mr. Exiiam. — Could yon manage to have the 
tramway companies’ paving and the Corporation pavin'' 
done at the same time, for one day I see the tramway 
men putting down stones, and the next day I find the 
Corporation men adding a bit alongside what the others 
have done l — You will find before the eud of the year 
there will be a great improvement in the mode of 
macadamizing the streets. 

1381. Chairman. — Are you paving altogether with 
Welsh paving sets ? — Yes. 

1382. Is not that the best description you can get? 
— Yes. 

1383. In 1874 you expended, I see, £5,237 19s. in 
materials for the half year ending midsummer, 1874, 
and the tramway contractors appear to have expended 
only £233 13s. on the roadways. I suppose they were 
ouly beginning then?— -Yes. 

1384. Wliat did the paving cost in 1876?— “Ma- 
terials for general paving works, including presentment 
works, £3,100 3s. id., but for the works commenced 
under the loan of £20,000, the materials cost £13,397 
3s. 7(7. 

1385. In 1876, you mean, you had materials on what 
you call the general paving account to the extent of 
£3,110, and on the special account you purchased 
£13,400 worth in addition? — Yes. 

1 3S6. You are spending, then, a much larger sum now 
on paving than you did, and yon are, I suppose, desi- 
rous of generally substituting paving for macadamizing? 

Mr. Beveridge. — The engineer has year after year 
reported advising the putting down of these square sets. 

Witness. — No matter wliat price you pay in Dublin, 
you cannot get a first class macadamizing stone. 

1387. Is not that one of the reasons why you have 
such a small return for the sale of manure from the 
streets — because tlie streets are generally macadamized? 
— Yes. The depots are all full. It has been adver- 
tised, and we are actually glad to give it for nothing, 
but they won’t take it. 

138S. In Belfast look what a contrast ! There 
£2,679 3s. was made in one year by the manure taken 
from the streets. 

1 389. Mr. Beveridge. — InDublin the operation of the 
Public Health Act requires manure heaps to be cleared 
out rapidly, and the result is that people are obliged to 
sell the manure at a much cheaper rate. 

1390. Can you tell me what amount has been laid 
out by tlie tramway companies in paving since they 
started in Dublin ?— I cannot. 

1391. Are they still extending their operations ? 
Yes, and they are advertising at present for contracts 
for a line to Inchicore three miles in length. 

1392. Have you a resolution on your books that 
where the streets are paved by the tramway company 
they are to be completed by the Corporation 1 — > 
but the Corporation have authorized me this year to do- 
a great number of streets that have tramways through 
them — the quays, &c. 

1 393. Wherever the tramways are will you complete 
tlie paving '?-— Oh, yes, it will be done, but there is no 
resolution on the subject. 

1394. What saving do you calculate you could eftee 
if the streets were all paved instead of macadamized 
— It would be very large. Of course there are 
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certain streets we would never think of paving, sucli 
as the squares and some of the suburbs, where there is 
little traffic. 

1395. This £20,000 of the £50,000 loan is to be 

appropriated, is it not, to the paving ? — V es. W e buy- 
stone from the quarry. They are landed at the quay 
for 25s. a ton. We formerly got them for 14s. We 
have to draw them, and to prepare the ground to lay 
them. . , il 

1396. Is there much flagging still required to be 
done in Dublin 1 — A great deal of flagging requires re- 
pairing on the present footways. With regard to the 
footpaths that are not flagged they are done with Limner 
asplialte or tar. Any new footpath work is done in 
asphalte, for we are not putting down any new flags. 
The cost of the asphalte is 5s. Gd. a yard, aud of the 
paving 9s. 6 d. a yard. The durability of the Limmer 
asphalte is, I believe, quite equal to the flagging. In 
Liverpool, London, Manchester, and elsewhere I know 
they have depots for manure, and they can clear them 
out much quicker than we can. 

1397. Mr. Exham.— Would it not be cheaper to 
take out the stuff in one of the Port and Docks Board 
lighters 1 

Mr. Byrne, t.c. — That would be a very expensive 
process ; it would never work. 

1398. If you had the streets paved there would be 
a better class of manure and there would be less stufi 
to be removed? — Yes. 
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1399. Have you calculated what would be the cost Dublin. 

of having a steamer to take out the stuff into the bay \ Apriin, is; 
— I made a report on the subject. Mr. p ar ke 

1400. Do you think you could afford that? — No. Seville. 

I stated before that the fund was not sufficient to keep 

the streets properly. 

1401. Chairman. — Abbey-street is, I believe, mac- 
adamized ?— Yes, except the part called Old Abbey- 
street ; that is paved with new stones. 

1402. You have had no snow here, yet I never saw 
greater slough in the worst streets of London in snowy 
weather than I saw in Abbey-street this winter. The 
mud was, I should say, eighteen inches deep dong 
part of that street, and my air went nearly up to its 
axle in it on more than one occasion 1 — In London, 

Liverpool, or Manchester such streets would be 
scavenged regularly every day, but here we cannot do 
it more than once a week. 

1403. Do you put it all down, then, to want of 
funds 1— Yes. The fact is, the Corporation have not 
the same fund at present to do an extended area of 
streets that the Paving Commissioners had. The cost 
has, moreover, nearly doubled for everything. For 
instance, wages were 8s. Gd. then and 14s. now. 

1404. I suppose yon will be able to swallow up the 
whole of the remainder of the loan ? — Oh, yes. 

1405. Mr. M'Evoy.— Will Abbey-street be paved ? 

— Oh, yes, in the course of time. 


Mr. John Beveridge 

1406. Chairman. — Are you the secretary of No. 1 
Committee ? — Yes. 

1407. How long have you held that office ? — Since 
May, 1875. 

1408. Would these figures in the accounts for the 
year ending August, 1875, represent about the average 
cost of scavenging and macadamizing — £13,000 for 
macadamizing and £8,000 for scavenging ? — £8,000 
would not do the scavenging at all. The scavenging 
and watering of the city costs about £13,000 a year. 

1409. How is it that in the year 1875 it was only 
£8,099 'I — There are sums to be added to that. It was 
never less than £12,000 a year. 

1410. Can you give mo the cost for the last six 
years! — Yes ; in 1871 it was £13,971. 

1411. Do these figures include the cost of horses 
and everything? — Yes. In 1872 it was £15,130 ; in 
1S73, £16,314 ; in 1874, £16,246 ; in 1S75, £14,585 ; 
and in 1876, £13,045. The committee took the 
scavenging into their own hand, and built more 
stables, and made a great outlay on carts, and so on. 

1412. There is a great falling off in the cost last 
year ? — Yes. 

1413. Was it in 1873 and 1874 you made that 
outlay on carts, &c. ? — I can give you the particulars 
of it. In the year 1876 the committee made an order 
reducing the scavenging staff by twenty per cent., and 
the result or effect of it was that, although there was 
a saving of £500 on that alone, very little incon- 
venience was caused by the reduction. 

1414. The reason why the scavenging is down here 
at £8,100 then would seem to be because tbe cost of 
the horses employed at the work is not included. I 
see that the whole expenses connected with the horses 
for that year amounted to £6,100? — Yes ; that is 
where the difference arises. Of course the horses axe 
only partly employed at the scavenging, and the cost 
of their keeping, ike., is distributed. If a borse, for 
instance, is away from the scavenging for one day, we 
keep an account of that one day. I may say that 
the committee in 1875 and 1876 effected a saving on 
the proportion of the horses account of £780. 

1415. A good deal of that sum for horses was 
charged to other accounts — to the sewers for instance ? 

— Yes. 

1416. How, if it is said that you have not horses 
enough to do the scavenging work, can you spare some 
of them from it for other work? — It is in certain 
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seasons. The amount brought in aid of the improve- 
ment fund in 1876 from the sewers fund for homes and 
labour was £748. . 

1417. Did not tbe scavenging and watering, includ- 
ing the proportion of homes and carts, cost £13,34S in 
1876? — Yes. 

1418. I am quoting from your distributive state- 
ment for that year, by which I see that out of that 
sum you got £303 returned, leaving the net cost 
£13,045 1— Yes. 

1419. Macadamizing, by the same statement, I see 
cost £12,893 ; general paving, £6,344, and special 
paving works under the loan, £17,805; asphalte 
paving, £2,318, of which you got £700 from some 
inhabitants, leaving the net cost £1,608 ?— Yes. 

1420. Footways, flagging, aud asphalting came to 
£9,415?— Yes. 

1421. Public lighting came to £9,255 ? — Yes. 

1422. That is a good deal more than it was for the 

year before ? — It is. , 

1423. How does it come to be so much in excess ot 
it — in the year- before it was only £S,867 ? — Yes. 

1424. Were you not paying the same rate — 3s. 11a. 1 

— We were. . . . .... 

1425. And the rent of lamps is — is it not— within 
£4 of what it amounted to the year before ?— Yes. 

1426. And tbe lamplighters’ wages came to only 

about £50 more ?— Yes ; tbe increase in that item is 
owing chiefly to the fact that an additional week fell 
in in that year, and there was also some additional 
expenses connected with the reverification of standard 
«as measures. We had to bring persons from London 
to do it It will also be perceived that the salary ot 
tbe gas inspector is, for tbe first time, properly charged 
to this account, instead of being charged in the general 
account of salaries. , , , . 

1427 Did not Mr. Finlay draw attention some 
time ago to tie foot that £250- paid to Mr. Cotton, 
the late inspector of lighting, had been charged as a 
payment to him in advance of his salary, whereas it 
Sllv tamed ont to have been given to him for assist- 
ing in the promotion of the abortive bill to purchase the 
Alliance Gas Company l — I believe the auditor com- 
mented on it. . n 

1428. Were you then m the service of the Corpo- 
ration?— No, I was not. 

1429. Can you give me any explanation ox tJie 
matter?— No, I cannot. 
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Doans. Mr. Byrne . — Tlie money was repaid. committee of the Corporation appointed to consider all 

-•lfiTit. 2b, 1S77. 1430. Chairman. — Mr. Finlay did not, I believe, the particulars; it embraces the facts concerning t w 

Mr .iiiim surcharge the amount, because some of it was repaid cheque, and was read over to me at the meeting of the 

Ccvc'rklf'c. before the audit, and .€150 was repaid on his drawing committee before being printed. (Hands in toe report- 

atcention to the matter ; but it was an improper entry wide Appendix.) 

in the accounts; it was entered as an advance of 1444. You in the course of your duty, I believe 
salary to Mr. Cotton ? were the first person who drew attention to this matter ! 

Mr. Byrne . — And so it was. Mr. Cotton had a — Yes, it became my duty, 
salary of £G00 a year. Mr. Byrne . — That case of the London and North- 

1431. What is the salary of the gas inspector ? western Railway Company was an exceptional case 
Witness . — It is very low now. He gets .£150 Witness . — It could never have taken place except 

as inspector of lighting, and .£150 as tester of meters. in the case of large firms such as the London and 

Mr. Byrne. — Mr. Cotton had a good deal more than North-western Railway Company, where we knew* we 
the present man. had only to send the account to get the money. 

1432. Chairman (to Mr. Byrne .) — Did not Mi-. 1445. Chairman. — Was it not the town" clerk's 

Finlay ascertain that that .£250 was really given to duty to have given this cheque to the treasurer to lodge 

him for promoting the bill '? — Mr. Cotton having a to the credit of that particular fund ? 

laige salary, asked for an advance of £250 to be re- Mr. Byrne . — I have made an order in committee 
paid, and they gave it to him. tliat all such accounts in future are to be made by 

1433. Do you mean it was not given as an addition receivable order to the Bank of Ireland. 

to his salary? — No; it was not. It was merely a loan 1446. Chairman.— W as it inconsequence of this 
given to him, to be repaid ; and as a matter of fivet it matter that that order has been made 1 — Previous to 
was repaid. the appointment of the present treasurer, the Corpo- 

1434. Mr . IPEvoy . — I believe that as a matter ration adopted the system of all payments being made 

of fact Mr. Cotton drew the money just as he was to the Bank of Ireland by a receivable order, and now 

going to London about the bill 1 since this matter occurred — in relation to this parti- 

Mr. Byrne . — I do not know anything about that, cular case — an order was made that even such pay- 

I do not know what Mr. Cotton did with the money, ments as this shall he made by a receivable order ; so 

but if he did apply it in the way alleged it would have that, in fact no money now comes to the hands of auy 

been in the interests of the Corporation. officer of the Corporation. 

1435. Chairman.— Mr. Finlay’s report gave me the 1447. To Witness . — You seem to have taken great 

impression that this was an advance of £250 to Mr. pains in this distributive statement to apportion 

Cotton with reference to the costs incurred by this bill, all these charges to their proper heads. Speaking as 

and put down under a wrong heading by whoever was regards the item for horses— had this been done 

instructed by the committee to make out this account? before?— Not to the same exteut, but the proper 

7 Apparently this was so ; however you have seen distribution of the accounts has beeu the great care of 

*** yf? n -6 ?™* tiie committee, and I have tried to carry out their 

1 4oG. The fact remains, however, that Mr. Finlay views, 
stated he should have disallowed it if part of it 1 44S. Have you any other matter which you wish 
had not been lodged previous to the audit and the to put on our notes about the accounts of No. 1 com- 
renumider on his drawing attention to it? mittee ?— In the case of each payment made, before the 

Mr. Byrne. — That shows that Mr. Finlay did not cheque is drawn the account is examined by a com- 

make a proper inquiry into the matter. I think it mittee specially cognizant of the matters contained in 

would be a proper tiling to say that the Coi-poration it. The general committee meet on Saturday. For 

v ere not right in lending money to their officers, but the sake of convenience there are two sub-committees, 

he over-painted it I think in saying what he did. “ A ” and “B”; the one deals with scavenging, the 

.43(. Chairman. I see, however, he said it was other with paving and general works ; and all accounts 

charged as an advance of salary— not as an addition connected with scavenging are brought before the “A” 

to salary— and therefore to that extent it is my mis- sub-committee — the veterinary surgeon’s accounts, rents 
m0le r ^’ a lo : m - of stables, and all matters of that kind. Each account is 

14o6. Mr. JI‘Jivoy . — I see in the book another examined for the -purpose of seeing if it is certified by 
officer getting an advance. Mr. Finlay put a stop to the proper officer. In matters of contract the book- 
i* i : ^ ie y -ere in the habit of doing it. keeper must certify that the particulars of the accounts 

_ U 39- Chairman (to Mr. Byrne). — In the. same year are correct, and the store-keeper must certify that the 
was there an advance given to Mr. Doyle of £35? — goods have been received. The committee then l-ecom/ 
re P a “l; . _ mend them for payment. On Wednesday all accounts 

1440. Are you in the habit of making such advances connected with sewerage matters — cement, bricks, 
—you are on the committee I think ?— Yes ; I am on timber, rents of the places in which these goods are 
i ?i'i nm J ttee T tllel ’ e ar ® V6iy feW of such cases - stored, are brought before the committee. If there is 

at ™ ieie an y other cases besides those of no officer in the service of the committee cognizant of 

Mr. Cotton and Mr. Doyle, that you are aware of? — a particular matter, or competent to give a certificate, 
I cannot say ; there may have been one or two, but it is certified by a member of the committee who has a 
they must have been very few. Hie circumstances special knowledge of the particular matter. If an 
under which we lent that other one were this:— Mr. account is not certified it is sent for inquiry and 
Doyle had been an officer of ours for a very great brought before the general committee on Satin-day, 
number of years : he became security for some one or and if found satisfactory the committee order it for 
other, and was obliged to pay the money. He required payment, and the cheque is then drawn — or as soon as 
•it very much, and he got it. V ery few such advances funds permit. All these accounts are brought before 
are made, and they ai-e never made except under very Mr. Finlay. 

Pe ?S’ c “ cluIlstauces -. . 1449. men you refer to the general committee-- 

144./. To Mr. Beveridge . — I went into the matter the committee that meets on Saturday — do you mesa 
of the payments to these men at Whitehorse-yard No. 1 committee? — Yes, the general meeting, 
with Mr. Neville. There is, he told me, a printed 1450. Did you ever know a Saturday on which you 
report on that subject— can you let me have it ?— Yes. had not a quorum l^-No. 

I put it in. (Report handed in — vide Appendix.) 1451. Of how many members does the committee 

1443. There is one other matter; I want to know consist? — Twenty members, 
toe circumstances under which the Town Clerk (Mr. 1452. How many form a quorum ?— Three. 

Henry), cashed a cheque of the London and North- ' 1453. What is the average attendance 1— I do not 
westem-Railway Company for'£106 18s. 3 d.1 — There is ' know, but the return of the attendance can be handed 
a printed report about tliat also — & report of a special in. It must be about twelve or thirteen out of toe 
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twenty. Tlie sittings are very long. The amount of 
business to be transacted, of course, is very great, ancl 
the committee does not rise till four o’clock. We al- 
ways have a quorum at one o’clock sharp, and indeed 
we very frequently have to wait for the hour. 

1454. How many members form a quorum in the 
Town Council 1 — Twenty members. 

1455. They are not so fortunate as No. 1 Committee 
in wetting a quorum, I believe 1 

Mr. Byrne. — No, indeed we are not. That is a 
<n-eat difficulty in the Council. 

a Witness. — I should say that there are also several 
special meetings of No. 1 Committee held, from 
time to time throughout the year. Some comment 
was made in London before the Select Committee of the 
House of Commons, as to the payment of the accounts 
of the macadamizing contractors, that the committee de- 
ferred payment for a long time. The reason they are 
not paid is, that many of the contractors do not send 
in then accounts until the end of the month following 
that in which the materials were supplied. You will 
see the accounts are paid with great regularity. (Re- 
turn handed in showing payment made within about 
six weeks after delivery of the materials by the con- 
tractors.) 

1456. Mr. Exham. — Are the macadamizing mate- 
rials taken by contract every year 1 — Those are by con- 
tract. The committee advertised for supplies for three 
years. On the last occasion the prices differed very 
much. Some of the contractors were too poor to bind 
themselves to send in a certain quantity ; and the 
engineer, having considered the tenders very carefully, 
advised the committee it would he better to offer prices 
all round for various descriptions, because he feared if 
we took contracts with the larger contractors who 
would charge us, say 4s. 6 cl., while the poor men from 
the mountains might do it for 4s. oJ., he feared if we 
made this arrangement the poorer man's materials 
would he sent under cover of the richer man’s contract, 
which would, after a time, throw us altogether into the 
hands of the richer man, who, by-and-by would charge 
ns wliat he liked. 

1457. Chairman. — I see the accounts are furnished 
monthly ; are they paid in every case the next month 
but one 1 — 1 The desire of the committee is to pay within 
the succeeding month ; hut owing to the irregularity 
of the contractors, who are generally illiterate and very 
careless, they are not always able to do so. 

1458. Mr. Byrne. — As a matter of fact, the Feb- 
ruary accounts of 1877 are at present paid. 

Witness. — Yes. 

1459. Mr. Exham. — Do the contractors deliver tire 
stones in quantities of so much a week, or so much a 
month ; or is it according as they are required or 
written fori — The engineer arranges • that ; he either 
reduces the amount or increases it. 

1460. Are these taken into stock in any depot 1 — 
They are all delivered in the streets. 

Mr. Byrne. — And sometimes, if our funds do not 
serve, we are obliged to cut them down arbitrarily 20 
per cent. 

1461. Mr. Exham (to witness). — Then how do you 
arrange about the checking of the number of loads de- 
livered and the weight 1 — The contractor brings his 
load to one of our weigh-bridges hr one of our depots ; 
the weight is there taken by our depot-keeper, who 
issues him a ticket and directs him where to deposit it 
— the depot-keeper having previously got directions 
from the overseer. The man delivers the load in the 
street, and gives up the docket ; the overseer, if there, 
signs the docket, ancl notes it in his day-hook. 

Mr. Byrne. — And it is upon that docket he is paid. 
Mr. Neville. — There is a block kept. 

Witness. — Every depdt-keeper sends up every morn- 
ing a return of the loads he has weighed, the name of 
the man, the quality of the materials, and the quantity 
of the material. The inspector compares it next morn- 
ing with the macadamizing overseer’s book, and he 
sends the account to the book-keeper who enters it in 


the large book. If the contractor sends us in a false Dum.is. 
docket it can be detected. Aprilis, is 

1462. Mr. Exham. — But was there not some case Mr Jolm 
some time ago of some man altering a docket or some- Boveridf?*. 
thing of that kind, and getting payment of something 

he ought not to have No ; he dicl not get paid. 

The moment the contractor’s account was taken in 
hands by the book-keeper he detected it. 

1463. But as far as it is possible, in your experience, 
is eveiy check that human ingenuity can devise adopted 
for the purpose of seeing that the contractors only get 
paid for tire amount that they deliver ancl the price per 
load ? — I really do think so. 

1464. And is every cart-load of stones weighed '? — 

Every cart-load of stones is weighed ancl registered hr 
that way. In addition to that a hook is laid before 
the "Wednesday's committee with the various descrip- 
tions of materials delivered on the north side, and a 
similar hook is kept for the south side ; and these are 
checked by the inspectors of works ancl laid before tire 
committee. 

Mr; French (a member of the Council). — I would 
like you to ask Mr. Beveridge wliat are the first-cost 
prices of the materials. 

Witness. — You have it there. (Hands in book). 

1465. Mr. Exham (to Mr. French). — The list is in 
this hook for 1875. The prices are given, and the net 
prices are also given, and the quantity given out on 
the streets. That is all the contractor has to say to 
it. Then, of course, it is a matter of figuring to see 
how much per ton it will cost in labour to lay those 
stones or spread them on the streets ; hut there is no 
labour ontliesestones in the way of breaking or that kind 
of work— they come in broken, ready to be spread, 
into the yard In fact it is calculated with such care 
that they put clown, I see, the very decimals, so it shows 
they must be weighed with the greatest care. If tlie 
weigh-master choses to weigh falsely, and give a false 
docket, Mr. Beveridge ancl the other officers are not 
accountable for that. (To wi&MSSs).— Does the same 
thing apply to sand or anything ol that kind? — Sand, 
as a°mle, is brought into the depot, and kept until 
required, and it is the same with lime and cement. 

1466. Now, with regard to asphalts other than the 
Dimmer, do you put clown the tar asplialte yourself 

Mr. Byrne . — We do that also by contract. We, 
however, never do anything except on Mr. Neville’s 
recommendation. Then the labourers’ wages are cal- 
culated by there being men who give in time tables of 
each man’s services, ancl the work he is employed ou. 

Each overseer gives a return of each man and the place 
where he works, and if amarr is idling he will not he paid. 

1467. Mr. Exham.— I s it a fast, Mr. Neville, that 
nren are paid only by the day or half-day, ancl that 
broken days are taken from them?— Mr 1 . Neville. — 

*1468. (To TF&ness). — Ancl this book then (a large 
ledger labelled “Materials Delivered”) is before No. 1 
Committee every week? — The book-keeper brings rt 
up when called on. 

1469. But the book is regularly made up every 
morning, and the committee have it to look into every 
morning if they like? — Exactly. 

1470 There are some articles go mto depot, you 
say, such as sand, lime, ancl those things. Is there 
any regular annual stock-taking?— There is no regular 
annual stock-taking. From time to time the engineer 
o-ets his officials to take stock. 

° 1471. Is there any stock-hook kept showing the 
things going out ?— Oh, yes ; the depot-keeper keeps it. 

Mr. Neville. — Everything that comes in is entered 
into the stock-book. . 

Witness (Producing return).— -This is a return of all 
implements in store at Winetavem-street. That was 
made out on the 1st of August, 1876, by order of the 
city engineer. . . ., 

1472. Nothing, I suppose then, can go out ot the 
store without a docket?— No ; if a man comes in with 
a broken pick to get another, he is obliged to bring in 
a docket. No orders for supplies are given, except by 
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the Committee ; or, in ease of emergency, by the city 
engineer. 

1473. Mr. Exham. — Of course in the same way any 
new streets, or repairs of streets, or anything of that 
kind, are all done by order of the Committee 1 — Yes. 
We have our own carpenters and smiths. 

Mr. Byrne. — We have our own factory. We buy 
the materials — the timber, <fcc. 

1474. And then for shoeing the horses 1 

Mi-. Byrne. — We shoe and physic our horses by 

contract. 

1475. Chairman. — I have been requested to ask you, 
Mr. Beveridge, whether when you came into your 
present situation you did not find the accounts in great 
disorder 1 — The book-keeper had got behind. He was 
in delicate health, and a very old man, and, I believe, 
had troubles of Ids own ; and the committee found it 
necessary to get in a public accountant. This public 
accountant, Mr. Browne, set the books into good order, 
but the public accountant had the basis laid before ho 
came here. You see it is now a veiy accurate system of 
i recounts. The improvement fund, at first, was re- 
garded as a fund for everything ; and No. 1 Committee 
having a large stock and works if anything was wanting 
to be done, No. 1 Committee was requested to do it, 
and the work was done, and no account returned. But 
when they began to be pinched for money afterwards, 
they began to keep a stricter account. The committee 
had adopted several resolutions before I came into 
office, and made great efforts to put matters light, and 
had got things to a great extent rectified ; but there 
was no day-to-day supervision over these books, and 
finding the number of resolutions on the books, I 
followed them up, and, with the assistance of members, 
and notably of Town Councillor Byrne and the late 
Town Councillor Bury, very great changes were effected. 
The sum of £2,482 was brought to credit from the 
sewer funds, and now, instead of waiting until the end 
of the year for inquiry, and finding out how many 
horses have worked, sums due on account of this ser- 
vice are brought in at once weekly to the credit of the 
improvement fund. 

1476. "We saw yesterday that you had reduced the 
debt on the improvement fund from £3,000 and odd to 
£400, and that was principally from getting a recoup 
of £2,482 from the north and south sewers fund?— 
Yes ; but beside that there is another matter the com- 
mittee were behind at the bank, and the treasurer 
showed, week by week, by his returns, that the account 
was overdrawn. Instead of that this year, we opened 
with £3,500 to the credit of the improvement fund. 

1477. But were you not only enabled to do that 
because you had borrowed this money ? — No, this was 
apart from the loan. 

Mi - . Byrne. — We do not mix the two ; the loan is 
separate. 

1478. I do not know how else you could have a 
balance to your credit on the improvement fund. In 
1875 you left off with a debt of £480. What is this 
£17,602 16s. 9c?. which Mr. Browne, the public ac- 
countant, certifies for on the ledger at the end of Decem- 
ber, 1875 ? — These are contingent liabilities which were 
not due upon that date, but will become due in future 
years. 

1479. Now, you want to show what was the total 

indebtedness in 1876 ? — The total indebtedness in 1875 
he makes £17,603 16s. 9 cl. From that you must 

deduct instalments for asphalting to be spread over a 
number of years, and three bonds for asphalting to fall 
due in future years ; these should not be charged in an 
account of indebtedness up to 31st December, 1875. 
That leaves £14,115 0s. 11 d. Deduct from this the 
amount of £363 13s. 4c?., chargeable to the sewer funds, 
and it would leave an indebtedness of £13,751 6s. Id. 
Agaiust this should have been set for credit the money 
due by the waterworks committee, the public health 
committee, and the gas company, and presentment 
moneys, which should have been transferred to the 
credit of the improvement fund before this ; the works 
having been actually in progress, and partly paid for. 


Then thei'e were the arrears of the improvement rate 
to be put against the balance, and, as in the year before 
we received £10,424 — taking them at the samefi-nue' 
£548 would be the indebtedness in the improvement 
fund, and that without deducting the value of horses 
plant, &c. 

1480. You stated that you staitecl this year with a 
credit balance of £3,500 1 — The treasurer’s financial 
statement of 30th December, 1876, which may be sub- 
ject to some rectification, consequent on Mr. Finlay’s 
present audit, showed on that day to credit of the im- 
provement fund £5,870 18s. Deduct from that the 
amount to credit of the loan, which I have taken at 
£1,865 7s. 6c?., but which is still subject to further 
deduction, because I have credited the loan with £446 
5s., the bank interest on an instalment while on 
deposit ; this should go to the credit of the improve- 
ment fund ; but even taking it at my figures, it would 
leave £4,505 10s. 6d. Deduct £613, portion of the 
Michaelmas presentments, 1875, for paving quays, 
which was transferred to us in the year by a clerical 
error, and it leaves a balance of £3,392 10s. 6d. Then 
of this, there is a sum of money due to Mr. Barring- 
ton, £167 11s. 3 cl., which lies to the credit of the im- 
provement fund as a security for paving stones lent 
him ; this leaves £3,224 19s. 3 d. to credit of the fund, 
and there is also the sum of £446 5s., referred to. 

1481. Then, in point of fact, the treasurer’s account 
and the loan account are put to the same bank account 
— Yes, to avoid the trouble of drawing two cheques 
weekly. If we had two accounts the result would be 
drawing the two cheques for wages ; but we indorse 
on the back, for the information of the city accountant, 
what is charged for the loan and what for the other 
account. 

Mr. Byrne. — You should bear in mind the loan was 
£20,000, and that we had spent nearly £19,000, and 
had paid £1,000 j so that this is really a balance of 
the improvement rate. 

Witness. — If, in the course of Mr. Finlay’s audit, 
there is any error discovered, of course then the account 
will be subject to rectification. 

1482. Chairman. — £5,870 18s., balance of im- 
provement fund was, you say, the amount to the 
credit of the improvement fund ; then, after making 
certain deductions, aud allowing for a clerical error of 
arrears, there remains a sum of jit least £3,200 3 — 
Yes. The improvement fund had a credit balance 
some years ago, but then contractors were not paid 
with the same degree of punctuality. 

14S3. In respect of this £20,000 you" have taken 
out of the £50,000 loan, has any of it been expended 
on any other department than the improvement fundi 
—No. 3 Committee asked for a loan, but No. 1 Com- 
mittee did not see their way to giving up that money. 

1484. We have had it in evidence, I think, that every- 
thing spent out of that loan has been spent, not only’ 
in respect of the improvement fund, but in respect ol 
a particular class of expenditure?— The Committee 
have not at the present moment to credit of then bank 
account more than £560 ; now, we ought to have to 
credit on account of loan this moment £1,000, so that 
in this way we have now £560 of the loan to pay cur- 
rent expenses. That is the system which Mr. Finlay 
calls lending the money from one department to another. 
That could be avoided by having a separate bank ac- 
count, but it would entail an immense amount of 
trouble. Now, moreover, instead of paying mu - work- 
men -with a single labour cheque, latterly we have to 
chaw three cheques, two on the sewer funds, and link 
the two cheques for the week by number with the im- 
provement fund cheque, a system which no business 
man would tolerate in his own business for an hour. 
The old system, if worked accurately, had advantages, 
and would save an immense amount of labour. _Tlie 
improvement fund might under it be debited with a 
balance to credit of the sewer funds of say £7,00U. 
It is a loan on which we are paying no interest, and 
we pay the money out of these moneys until the im- 
provement money comes in. We know how it stands 
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exactly in our own books, but we ave getting a loan 
without tlie trouble of negotiating it, or the disadvan- 
tage of paying for it. 

1485. That is very tine, but it is a very dangerous 

' Witness. The collection of the Collector-General is 

paid to us, you know, on Monday mornings, and that 
statement you had to-day only shows the collection for 
the Last week, and there is money at present in bank 
untouched by us. , . , 

1486. Mr. Exham. — Your book and the bank-book 
will never tally now. 

1487. Chairman.— Your staff have all they can do 
now in keeping the accounts in separate books : it seems 
simply a question of the amount of labour imposed ? 

Witness. — Yes. There is also labour for the com- 
mittee, each cheque has to be signed by three members, 
and there are three cheques now in many cases in 
which one formerly sufficed. 

1488. This extra trouble would surely be very well 
repaid by being able to balance your banking accounts 

sei 148ffi 1: Mr. Exham.— If it were legal it would be a 
verv great advantage to you. 

Mr. Byrne. — We sometimes borrow from one fund 
to another in the interest of economy ; and whenever 
we have an ample fund and require to borrow, we 
prefer to borrow from that ample fund, and not from 
the bank. 

1490. Chairman.— Do you get this account every 
week from the bank 1 — Yes. 

Witness. — If we had the option of selecting our own 
banks, then we could make arrangements by which 
the balance in the one account would be set off against 
the balance in the other, so as to relieve them from 
interest ; hut the law being to bank with the Bank of 
Ireland, we can make no such arrangement. 

1491. Chairman. — I asked you just now, whether 
the report of the committee of the whole house with 
regard to the cheque for £106 18s. 3c/., which passed 
through the hands of Mr. Henry, the town clerk, had 
been handed in. That report, I understand, came up 
before the meeting of the Council. Town Councillor 
Gray then made a very elaborate statement of the 
whole facts, and moved : — 

.. That in consequence of the statement of facts submitted by the 
committee of the whole house in their report dated 23rd March, 
1877, the town clerk be, and is hereby, required to send in his 

resignation." 

That was not carried, although it was stated this was 
not the first occasion similar complaints had been 
made as regarded the town clerk. Then, an amend- 
ment was moved by Sir John Barrington : — 

“ That the report of facts from the committee of the whole house 
showed that the town clerk detained in liis hands a sum of money 
which he, on receipt thereof, should have lodged to the credit of the 
Corporation ; that such proceedingon his part, tlioueh not done with 
aav fraudulent intent, was highly reprehensible and irregular, and 
calculated considerably to abate the confidence of the Council in 
him • that he be publicly reprimanded and suspended until he find 
security for £1,000 for his future regular conduct " 

The casting vote of the Lord Mayor was given in 
favour of the amendment ; and that is how the matter 
now stands— that Mr. Henry is still town clerk, sus- 
pended until he gets security, and if he finds security 
for £1 ,000 he will resume duty 1 — Yes. I understand 
so. I was not present at the meeting of the Council. 

1492. Mi-. Etthm. — D o you know anything about 
these men who have been superannuated, and who 


have been the subject of complaint 1 — I looked into, the Dunnis. 
matter very carefully. It was the intention of the Ap ril 28, '877. 
Council to superannuate these men. They adopted the afr Tohn 
report of the committee on tlio question, and I find Beveridge, 
from the report on the subject the men were to do 
lighter duty in Whitehorse-yard (the Corporation yard). 

They were veiy deserving men, strongly recommended 
by the city engineer to the committee ; and men of 
very' long services. 

1493. Mr. Byrne. — But they did as a matter of fact 
performlightwork in Whiteliorse-yard undertliat order? 

— They did. They always regarded themselves as pen- 
sioners, and fora time they did light work ; and then 
becoming more feeble they were told to go about their 
business, and the entry continued until the auditor 
found it out. 

1494. Was it perfectly understood these men were 
not to do any work ? 

Mr. Neville. — That is the fact. Two of the men 
were blind, and one was disabled with a broken back. 

1495. Chairman. — This is a nominal way of giving 
them a pension. 

Witness. — The matter alluded to by Mr. French, that 
payment was given to a person who was dead for two 
years arose through a curious concurrence of circum- 
stances. The man was very old and bed-ridden. His 
wife for some time before lie was dead was in the habit 
of receiving the money. This woman after his death 
came and made a false representation. If it had been 
made to the same officer the matter would have been 
discovered, hut there was a succession of pay clerks. 

Mr. French, — The woman was not his wife, but re- 
ported herself as such. She was merely a woman with 
whom the man lodged. 

Mr. Byrne. — As to the point as to whether those 
men should have been superannuated by the committee, 
the shortest employment of any one of them was thirty- 
five years. They had entered the service, of the Paving 
Board fifty-five years ago, some of them forty veins 
ago ; and when the Paving Board’s duties were trans- 
ferred to the Corporation we took them over as part of 
the. Paving Board staff, and it appears to me that the 
Act of 1859 gives us powers to give them pensions 
as it provides that former officers may be superan- 
nuated. 

1496. Chairman.— The question is whether they 
were officers. However, that is a question which has 
been raised by the auditor and which I think had bet- 
ter not be again raised before us. 

Mr. Byrne. — As you have inquired, it might appear 
we were doing something we had not authority for by 
law. I want to allege we had lawful authority for it ; 
and we did l-ightly. 

1497. You did not pension them : you sent these 
men to Whitehorse-yard at 7 s. a week 1 

Mr. Byrne. — Exactly ; and if they did not do the 
work it was the fault of the officer who was placed over 
them, because, as a matter of fact, they did tliis work 
"two or three years after this arrangement was made, 
and then they dropped off. I was a member of the 
committee during the whole time, and I did not know 
the men had ceased to do the work until afterwards. 

Witness. — There is another point, which is this : — 

In all large establishments there are a few hangers-on, 
who get some small allowances. Several members of 
the Corporation have such liangers-on. 

1498. Chairman.— Yes, in their own private estab- 
lishments, but that is a totally different thing. 


Hon. J. P. Vereker examined. 


1499. Mr. Exham. — How long have you been a 
member of the Corporation ?— I have been a member 
of the Corporation for eighteen years, and I have been 
Lord Mayor. I am now a member of No. 2 Com- 
mittee. I am a lawyer by profession, and I may say 
a landlord and land agent also. (Witness then ex- 
pressed himself as strongly opposed to Corporations in 
general having the management of property left in 
their hands, as being totally unfitted, as a general 
rule, from habits or training, to transact this descrip- 


tion of business. The Corporation, moreover, were 
heavily in debt, and consequently in the same position 
as that of the Irish landlords in the Famine year. When 
the Corporation were going to grant a lease they were 
not free parties to that lease. There were sixty mem- 
bers of the Corporation, and each of those sixty was 
influenced by different impressions, and, unfortunately, 
as generally happened in Ireland, by different political 
views. They let lands, not as holders of land, hut as 
people seeking popularity out of doors. Witness, in 
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conclusion, read the following resolution passed by the 
Council on April 3rd, 1877, as illustrating the manner 
in which the Corporation sought to throw then- duties 
on the Treasury : — 

“ Resolved — That inasmuch as the Corporation are of opinion 
that the sums offered by many of the tenants are not sufficient, the 
memorials contain the following clause, in order to secure a fair 
value being offered for the several premises: — ‘That the memorials 
in reference to all cases for leases in reversion to our tenants shall 
pray for power to extend such leases, subject to the following : — 
1. That in no case the Corporation shall be bound to accept the 
rents fixed by the Messrs. Brassington and Gale, nor the other 
sworn valuators, nor in any case in which the Corporation shall be 
of opinion that same be insufficient. 2. That unless a sworn 
valuator be appointed by the Lords of the Treasury subsequently 
to their receipt of the memorials respectively, the fixing of the 
annual rent shall be by agreement of tin’s Corporation with our 
tenants after the Lords of the Treasury shall have signified their 
assent to the general prayer of the memorials. 3. That, in the 
event of the rent reported by the sworn valnators being below the 
offer of the tenant, no sum below the offer of tbe tenant shall be 
accepted.’ ” 


1500. Chairman. — Is it your opinion that so f- ■ 
as the property is concerned, it wotdd have’ beS 
better to remain under the' old by-law, or are you i 
favour of an amended by-law 1 — I think it would 1» 
advisable in all cases to set by auction. 

1501. Mr. Byrm.—Do you think it fair or expe- 

dient, in the ease of a person who some five-and-twentv 
years ago took a house in a business street from the 
Corporation, and had established his business there 
that the interest in his business should be put up to 
competition ? 1 

Witness . — I do not think the Corporation have any- 
thing to do with such matters. They are mere trus- 
tees, bound to get the best rent they can for those they 
represent without reference to sensational clap-trap 
The conduct which in a private individual may be de- 
signated as generosity will constitute a breach of trust 
or a legal fraud when pursued by trustees. 


WEXFORD.— May 14, 1877. 

(Before Mr. Commissioner Lawless, q.c.) 

Mr. Thomas M. O’Leary, Town Clerk, examined 


1. Mr. Lawless. — A re you the town clerk of 
Wexford? — I am. 

2. How long have you been town clerk? — Since 
August, 1867. 

3. How is the Corporation of Wexford con- 
stituted ? — By a charter granted in 1846. 

4. Of how many members does the Corporation 
consist ? — Of twenty-four. 

5. Is Wexford divided into wards ? — Yes. 

6. How many ? — Three wards. 

7. What are their names? — Selskar, St. Iberius, 
and St. Mary’s. 

8. How many members do each of those wards 
return to the Council ? — Eight — two aldermen and six 
councillors. 

9. Can you tell me what the rateable valuation of 
Wexford is ? — .£15,796 was the last valuation. I may 
mention that in 1869 it was £720 less: it was 
£15,074 then. 

10. Can you tell me the acreage within the 
municipal boundary? — Yes; 464a. 3r. lip. statute 
measure. 

11. Can you give me the rateable valuation of 
each of the three wards ? — Yes ; Selskar, £4,669 ; 
Iberius, £5,670 10s., and Mary’s, £5,453 5s. 

12. State the number of voters in each of these 
wards ? — The number of voters in Selskar Ward is 
94 ; in St. Iberius, 99 ; and in St. Mary’s, 43. 

13. 1 see that the valuation of Selskar is only 
.£4,669, and yet there are ninety-four voters in it; 
the valuation of St. Maiy’s Ward is £5,453 5s., and 
there are only forty-three voters in it 1 — In St. Mary’s 
Ward there are a great many small houses, under a 
valuation of £10 ; that is the poorer part of the town. 

14. What is the qualification of members of the 
Council ?— That fixed by the 3 & 4 Yic., chap. 108, 
and the Charter. 

15. Is the Mayor chosen from the Council generally 
or from the Aldermen only? — From the Council 
generally. 

the Towns Improvement Act— the 17 Si 18 
Yic., chap. 103, adopted here? — Yes. 

17. When was it adopted ? — In the year 1870. 

18. Was it adopted in. its entirety or only in part ? 
— The entire Act was adopted, but no rate has ever 
been struck under it; 

19. Have the powers of the Grand Jury of the 
county of Wexford over the borough been transferred 
to the Corporation ?— They have. 

20. How Were they transferred ?— By a provisional 
order of the Local Government Board, dated 15th 


November, 1872, which was confirmed by an Act 
of Parliament passed on the 16th June, 1873, liy 
which order the jurisdiction and authority of the 
Grand Jury with regard to roads, bridges, footways, 
and public works within the borough were transferred 
to the Corporation. 

21. And at the same time did the Grand Jury 
cease to have the power to levy county cess within 
the borough of Wexford ? — Yes ; they ceased to have 
that power. 

22. Does the borough of Wexford still continue 
liable to contribute to the payment of county at large 
charges ? — Yes ; in proportion to its valuation. 

23. How is the proportion of liability fixed ? — By 
that Provisional Order and Act. 

24. What power of rating was conferred on the 
Corporation by that provisional order? — They were 
empowered to levy in addition to the borough rate 
a further rate not exceeding 2s. in the pound. 

25. Has there been any other Act passed or pro- 
visional order obtained affecting the powers of the 
Corporation of Wexford? — None, except the pro- 
visional order of the Local Government Board, dated 
the 2nd December, 1875, and confirmed by the 39th 

40th Yic., cap. 155, passed in 1846, empowering the 
Corporation to construct waterworks. I wish to state 
the position of and explain the advantages derived 
by the borough, under the Provisional Order Con- 
firmation Act of 1873. The valuation of the borough 
is £15,796 5s., but as the rate in lieu of county cess is 
leviable subject to the provisions of the 62nd section 
of the Towns Improvement 'Act, 1854, by which the 
lands are to be reduced to one-fourth, the valuation of 
the borough for the purpose of levying the rate in 
lieu of county cess is £15,443 5s., and upon this 
valuation the rate of 2s. in the pound amounted to 
£1,544 6s. 6d, which, after deducting £72 4s. 4 d. 
(being collector’s fees at Is. in the pound), leaves the 
net balance collected and lodged, £1,472 2s. 2 d. 
From that sum deduct town clerk’s salary, £40, 
and town surveyor’s salary, £40, and you have 
£1,392 2s. 2d The borough proportion of Grand 
Jury cess for county at large charges payable pre- 
vious to spring assizes, 1876, was £399 7s. 2 d, and to 
summer assizes, 1876, £343 7s. 2d. These two sums 
deducted from the last balance leaves £649 7s. 
10 d. to be expended on repairing the streets and 
improving the town. Before the powers of the 
Grand J ury in the borough were transferred to the 
Corporation the average amount expended by the 
Grand Jury on the repairing of the streets and un- 
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proveinent of the town was .£223 7s. 8 d., so that we 
gained for the borough, by the separation, the sum 
of £426 Os. 2d. The associated cesspayers of the 
barony of Forth and the Grand Jury for several years 
presented .£100 a year, or more, for flagged footpaths 
and other improvements for the borough, but in 1871 
and 1872 some members of the associated cesspayers 
objected to pass any presentment for the town except 
the repairs of the streets only, so that the townspeople 
had no alternative but to seek for a separation from 
the barony. The late Mr. Prendergast suggested the 
making of the borough into a separate barony, and the 
proposal was submitted to the Grand Jury ; but it was 
found that the barony of Forth did not possess a suffi- 
cient area to enable it to be divided. The Local 
Government Act of 1S71 being then passed, I called 
the attention of the Council to it, and urgedthe necessity 
of taking advantage of the 6th section to get the control 
of the taxation, and succeeded in satisfying the Corpo- 
ration as to the benefit to be derived from it, and got 
them to take the steps necessary to obtain the Provi- 
sional Order. I waited on each member of the Grand 
Jury, and on my representation got almost every 
member to promise to support the Provisional Order, 
so that when it came before the Grand Jury it received 
their unanimous assent. I would not be stating the 
case fully and fairly if I did not admit that if the 
borough had not been separated from the barony the 
cess on the remainder of the barony would be nearly 
2d. in the pound less than it is at present, which fact 
reduces the sum gained by £120, leaving, however, 
£300 of a net gain to the borough by the separation. 

26. Was there an inquiry held here by the Local 
Government Board previous to granting the Provisional 
Order ? — There was. 

27. By whom was it held ? — By Mr. Robinson. 

28. Can you tell me what was the cost of obtaining 
that Provisional Order ? — Yes, £39 5s. 2d. 

29. What powers did the Corporation acquire under 
the Provisional Order of the Local Government Board 
of the 2nd December, 1S75, and the Act confirming it 
passed on the 24th July, 18761 — The Corporation ac- 
quired the power of constructing public waterworks, 
and for that purpose to purchase lands. 

30. Were they empowered to impose a water rate 1 
— Yes, a domestic water rate not exceeding Is. in the 
pound, and a public water rate not exceeding 6 d. in 
the pound. 

31. Did the Corporation acquire any borrowing 
powers under the Act 1 — Yes ; the borrowing powers 
under the 40th section of the Public Health Act are 
extended and applied to the rates authorized by the 
Provisional Order, and to the costs, charges, and ex- 
penses to be incurred by the Corporation in the per- 
formance of their duties under the Order, and the Cor- 
poration are empowered to borrow any moneys neces- 
sary for these purposes. 

32. Is that the last Provisional Order obtained by 
the Corporation! — Yes, it is the last. 

33. Do you know whether there has been any other 
Act passed affecting the rights of the Corporation in 
any way? — None other. 

34. Do the Corporation of Wexford possess any pro- 
perty! — They do. 

35. What does it consist of! — It consists of some 
houses and lands. 

36. Are they situated within or outside the borough? 
— The Corporation treasurer, who knows all about the 
property is present. 

.37. Do yon refer me to him for information on the 
subject? — Yes. 

38. Can you tell me what the population of Wexford 
is? — By the census of 1871 it was 12,077, and by the 
census of 1861, 11,734, so that there has been a small 
increase. 

39. What rates do the Corporation levy in the town ? 
— They levy a borough rate of Is. in the pound. 

40. Under what Act? — Under the Municipal Act, 
the 3 & 4 Vic., chap. 108, and under their charter. 

41. How much was the borough rate assessed last 
year — I mean for the year ending the 30th September, 


1876 — and what was the gross amount of it ? — The rate Wexforh. 
was Is. in the pound; the gross amount of it was May lt.isn. 
•£787. , Mr. Thomas 

42. Plas the borough rate for this year been the jj. O'U-my. 
same? — No ; it is only lOrf. this year. 

43. Have you anything to do with the collection of 
that rate? — No ; I only keep the accounts of it, hut do 
not collect it. 

44. What other rate do the Corporation levy ? — 

They levy a rate in lieu of county cess of 2s. in the 
pound, under the Provisional Order. 

45. How much did it amount to for the year 1876 ? 

— £1,544 16s. 6 d., which is not quite double the 
borough late. 

•16. Do the Corporation levy any other rate besides 
those you have already mentioned? — No other rate; 
the borough rate and the improvement rate are idle 
only rates. 

.47. Have they ever levied any water rate under the 
Provisional Order of 1876 ? — No ; they have not yet 
borrowed the money authorized to be borrowed by that 
order. 

48. Have they ever levied any sewer rate ? — No ; 
the sewer expenses are provided for out of the money 
saved by the separation of the borough from the 

. barony. 

49. Does the revenue of the Corporation consist of 
anything besides the rates which you have mentioned, 
the rents of their property , and the small sums men- 
tioned here in the last account audited by Mr. Finlay ? 

For instance, I see in the account a small sum received 
as rent from fish stalls? — Yes. 

50. And there is a small Government contribution 
for salaries and rates 1 — Yes. 

51. What do the pipe-water receipts, represented iu 
the account, consist of ? — The present waterworks are 
carried on by the Corporation in the same way as they 
were formerly when owned by a private company. 

The Corporation give the water by agreement to those 
who choose to take it. 

52. Then, have the Corporation any waterworks 
vested in them ? — They have. 

53. How did the Corporation acquire the works ? 

Was it by purchase? Were the works previously 
vested in any private individuals ? — The whole matter 
is explained in the recitals of the Provisional Order of 
2nd December, 1875. 

54. Are these works dow vested in the Corporation 
of Wexford ! — Yes. 

55. Where are they situated 1 — At the back of the 
town, about 100 feet above the level of the sea. 

56. Is the water from the works distributed through 
the entire town ? — No, only through the main streets 
of the town ; only to people who wish to take it. 

57. Is, then, the taking of the water not compul- 
sory ? — N o ; hut there arc many seeking to get it whom 
we are not able to supply. The supply of water is 
quite insufficient for the requirements of the town. 

58. At what rate do the Commissioners charge for 
the water which they supply in the town ? — The charge 
is in proportion to the rent of the house. The water 
superintendent can give you the full particulars. 

59. Who fixes the rate to be paid by each house ? — 

There was a regulation made by resolution of the Cor- 

' poration, that it should be charged in proportion to the 
rent of the houses in which it is used. 

60. Do the Corporation receive any fines under the 
Towns Improvement Act? — They do. At present 
they only receive one-half of the amount of the fines. 

At one time they got all the fines. * 

61. Have you got a copy of the account audited by 
Mr. Finlay for last year?— I have. 

62. Will you just look at the receipt side of it ? — 

Yes. 

63. Does that abstract show under the headings 
there mentioned the entire receipts of the Corporation 
for the year ? — It does. 

64. Look to the second part of the. account, also on 
the receipt side. Does that also show under the head- 
ings there mentioned the entire receipts under the 
Provisional Order Confirmation Act, 1873 ? — Yes. 

2N 2 
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Wexford. 65. Will you mention the different officers employed 
May l*. 1877. by the Corporation, aud their salaries. In the first 
Mr Thomas P^ ace > does the head of the Corporation, the mayor, 
M. O’Leary. receive any salary 1 — No, the mayor of Wexford re- 
ceives no salary. 

66. What officers do the Corporation employ? — The 
town clerk, at a salary of £92 10s. a year out of the 
borough rate, and £40 a year out of the rate in lieu of 
county cess ; the treasurer, at a salary of £30. 

67. Do you receive £92 10s. out of the borough 
rate, and £40 out of the county cess rate? — Yes. 

68. When was the salary of £92 10s. fixed ? — When 
I was appointed to the office of town clerk. I should 
say that I am also mayor’s registrar. Thei’e was a man 
named Furlong who was mayor’s registrar at a salary 
of £20 a year, but I fill that office now. 

69. You are both town clerk and mayor's registrar ? 
— Yes. 

70. And do you receive £72 10s. as town clerk, and 
£20 as mayor’s registrar ? — They are both combined. 

71. Has that salary of £92 10s. been paid to you 
ever since the date of your appointment in August., 
1869 ? — No ; I think thei’e was some slight addition 
made to it since then. 

72. Was your salary increased at any time? — It 
was. 

73. What are your duties as mayor’s registrar? — 
The mayor has a court, of which I am registrar, for 
the recovery of small debts up to £2. My duties with 
respect to the court are of a very troublesome charac- 
ter, as the people make the payments in small instal- 
ments. 

74. Does the mayor exercise jurisdiction in nui- 
sance cases under the Towns Improvement Act ? — 
Yes ; and I act as clerk in that respect also. 

75. Where do any fines imposed in nuisance cases 
appear in this account ? — They are included in the other 
fines. 

7 6. Under what heading are they ? — Under the head 
of “ fines.” I have the account in detail in my ledger. 

77. What other officers do the Corporation employ 
besides those you have already mentioned ? — The trea- 
surer, at a salary of £30 a year. 

7S. What are the duties of the treasurer? — He re- 
ceives the corporate rents, and accounts for them ; he 
is the collector of rents as well as treasurer, and he re- 
ceives and i lasses all the cheques. 

79. Are the rants that he receives lodged in the 
bank in his own name, or in the name of the Corpora- 
tion ? — They are lodged in his own name. 

60. In what bank? — I think he keeps his account 
in the Provincial Bank. 

Treasurer . — We never have anything to lodge; we 
are always very scarce of money. 

81. Is that £30 a year a fixed salary? — It is. I am 
also paid £10 a year for another account — the pipe- 
water account. 

82. To the Toum Clerk . — Does the treasurer give 
security?- — Yes ; he gave security a great many years 
ago. It is a continuing bond. 

S3. Can you let me see the form of it. Are there 
sureties with him in that bond ? — Ther e are. 

84. Does the treasurer, Mr. Lacy, receive any other 
salary ? — He does ; he receives £10 a year for receiving 
the water rents. 

85. Then does he receive the water rents for the 
Corporation? — No; the superintendent receives the 
water rents from those who take the water, and hands 
it to the treasurer. 

86. Do you say he is paid a fixed salary of £10 a 
year for that ? — Yes. 

87. Does the treasurer discharge any other duties 
under the Corporation %— None, but collect the rents. 

88. Is he the collector of rents? — It is part of his 
duty as treasurer to collect the rents of the Corporation. 

89. Have you now mentioned all the duties dis- 
charged by the treasurer? — I have. 

90. What other officers do the Corporation employ ? 
— The next officer is the town sergeant, or mayor’s 
sergeant, who has a salary of £21 a year. 

91. What are his duties? — He acta as messenger for 


the Corporation, and has the management of themarkets 
He is under the directions of the mayor; and makes 
regulations in the fish market, and the other market 

92. I suppose he is paid that £21 a year out of 

borough fluid?— Yes. “ e 

93. What other officers do the Corporation employ? 
— Thera is an executive sanitary officer, a sanitary 
officer, a consulting and a sub-sanitary officer; aud 
they receive £20, £15, and £20 respectively/ The 
half of these salaries is paid back by the Government 
Then there is the pipe-water superintendent, who has 
a salary of £55 a year. 

94. Are there any other officers? — The town surveyor 
at a salary of £40 a year. When he was first ap- 
pointed he had only £10 a year, but taking his very 
heavy duties into consideration, the Corporation 
increased it to £40 a year. 

95. By whom are the streets and footways of Wex- 
ford kept in repair ? — They are kept in repair by the 
Corporation since the separation from the barony. 

96. Since you got the Provisional Order Confirma- 
tion Act of 1S73? — Yes ; but under the provisional 
order any streets for which there was a contract were 
kept in repair by the contractors till the term of die 
contract expired. There is one street still repaired 
under an unexpired contract. 

97. Are there some of the contracts made by the 
Grand Jury still unexpired? — Yes, one; and the pay- 
ments in respect of it are included in the county at 
large charges, and paid to the Grand Jury. 

98. Are those payments included in this item of 
£802 10s. 8d. ? — Yes. 

99. How is the town of Wexford lighted? — It is 
lighted by a gas company with whom we have an 
agreement. 

100. Then the Corporation are not the owners of 
the gasworks ? — They are not. 

101. Wliat is the rate paid by the Corporation to 
the gas company for the gas ? How much per lamp ?— 
I think it is £3 10s. 

102. How many lamps are there in the town? — 
Eighty-four lamps. 

103. Is there a contract between the Corporation 
and the gas company ? — Yes ; there is an agreement. 

104. For how long is the contract ? — It is only an 
agreement from year to year. 

105. How much per lamp is the agreement for ? — 
£3 10s., I think. 

1 06. Is the expense of lighting die lamps and the 
cost of keeping them in order and repair paid by the gas 
company or by the Corporation ? — It is paid by the gas 
company. 

107. Is that expense covered by the charge of £3 1 Os. 
per lamp ? — Yes. 

108. If new lamps are required are they put up by 
the gas company? — Yes ; the only charge to the Corpo- 
ration is for lighting. 

109. Are the lamps lighted all the year round ? — 
No ; they are only lighted eight months in the year ;• 
they are not lighted from the 1st May to the 1st 
September. 

110. Is the scavenging of the town done by the- 
Corporation ? — Yes ; the Corporation get it done by 
contract. 

111. Is it done by contract or do the Corporation 
employ people to do it? — They get it done by contract. 

112. What is the amount of that contract ? — A man 
is paid £3 10s. per week, and gets the manure besides. 
It is also part of his agreement to water the streets 
of the town. 

113. Is that agreement made with the man for a 
year ? — The contract is to remain in force so long as he 
continues to give satisfaction. It is not made for a 
year. He entered into a bond and is to perform the 
contract during his good behaviour. 

114. When was the last contract made with him? 
— About six months ago. 

115. Was it made since this account for the year 
ending 30th September, 1876, was passed by the 
auditor ? — It was. The contract was advertised ■ and 
tenders invited. His was the lowest tender. 
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lll’i. Is it considered that the scavenging of the town Corporation in that year — supposing lie resigns liis WnxFORD. 

is well ami sufficiently done under this contract 1 — position in the Town Council, would he then cense to Hoy i4,i s?-. 

I think this man is doing it very fairly. be a member of the Harbour Board, or would he re- Mr Thomas 

117. Is it efficiently done ? — I think it is fairly done, main on it till the end of the year- ? — Such a case has jj. o’Leiuy. 

I won’t say it is sufficiently done. never arisen here, but I should say he would then 

118. Is it the duty of the scavenger to clean, not cease to.be a member of the Harbour Board. 

merely the principal and public streets, but also the 140. Are there any public markets in Wexford ? — 
lanes and by-ways where the poorer class of people There is a portion of the town set apart exclusively 

j£ ve ■( It is his duty to clean every street, lane, and for a public market, and there are by-laws passed for 

alley in the town. The quay and the streets leading the pmpose of compelling the people to go there. At 
from the quay to the main streets are under the care present there is a building for market purposes being 
and control of the Harbour Commissioners. erected there. 

119. What staff does that scavenging contractor 141. When were those by-laws passed? — Three or 
employ for the purpose of scavenging the streets ? — four years ago — about three years ago. 

I think about six men and two horses and carts. The 142. And has there been a public market constituted 
horses he has at present are good horses, and that is in that place ? — Yes. 

more than could ever be said of the horses employed 143. Is it the property of the Corporation? — It is ; 
at this work before. because they have taken the ground, and pay .£50 a 

120. What is the name of the contractor ? — Thomas year rent for it. 

Deegan. HI- Have they built any new market-houses there ? 

121. Whose duty is it to superintend and look after — They are building at present. 

tbe sewerage of the town 1 — The sanitary officer. 145. From what fund ? — They contracted to borrow 

122. I mean as to the construction and repairing of £2,000 from the Public Works Commissioners for 
the sewerage ? — It is the duty of the town surveyor. that building, and £400 was borrowed to buy tbe 

123. Will you look at tbe expenditure side of the interest in it. 

accounts audited by Mr. Finlay for the year ending 146. Was it also borrowed from the Board of Works? 

30th September, 1876 ? — Yes. — Yes ; £60 of it has been repaid. 

124. Were all the moneys described on the expendi- 147. Do the Corporation receive any tolls or dues 

ture side of those accounts — the borough fund and the from those markets ? — No, not tip to the present time, 
improvement fund accounts — expended for the pur- 148. Are they to he free markets for the use of the 
poses for which they are said to be expended in this public ? — That question will not arise till the building 
account? — Yes ; they were. is erected. 

125. Do those items on the expenditure side of the 149. Do they receive any rents from stalls ? — There 
account represent the entire expenditure of the Cor- are no stalls erected yet. 

poration for the year mentioned ? — Yes. 150. Do they propose to receive any rents from 

126. Do you know whether the Corporation exercise stalls ? — The place is not yet finished. The foundation 

any control over the port and harbour of Wexford ? — has only been laid. 

No ; they do not. 151. Are there fairs or markets held in the streets 

127. Do they receive any income — derive anything of the town? — There is a fowl market held in the 

in the way of tolls from the port and harbour ?— No. streets, and potato market held in another part of the 

128. By whom are the port and harbour of Wexford town, called the com market. These markets are 
regulated and managed? Are there Harbour Commis- regulated by by-laws made by the Corporation. 

sioners? There are Harbour Commissioners under a 152. Have the Corporation received any tolls or 

local Act of Parliament. dues in respect of these markets ? — They receive no 

129. Do these Harbour Commissioners exercise any tolls at all. 

control or power over any portion of the streets of the 153. How often are these fairs held in the streets 
town, or over the quays ? — They exercise control over of the town? How many times in the year? — About 
the quays, and over the streets leading from the main once a month, I think. 

street of the town to the quays. They have die sole 154. Does not the holding of the markets in the 
charge of those places. streets of the town cause obstruction and a nuisance ? 

130. Do the Harbour Commissioners repair those Are not the streets in a very dirty state? Are they 

streets ? — They have the sole control over them — they not nearly impassable after the fairs ? — The people use 
repair them, sewer them, and in fact, do everything for the fairs the place that has been purchased for the 
they require. market. 

.131. Do they also light them ? — -Yes. 155. They are not then held in the public streets 1 — 

1 32. That is, they light the quays ? — Yes. With the exception of the live fowl market, they are 

133. Do they also light the streets leading from the not. The live fowl market is only held for two or three 

quays to the main street? — Yes. hours on Wednesday mornings. A vast number ot 

134. Have the Corporation any jurisdiction with cars with the fowl come into the town, and we could 

regard to the bridge across the Slaney ? — No. not accommodate them in any other way. 

135. By whom is it kept? — By the Grand Jury. 156. Does that market cause an obstruction in the 

The borough only extends to the water’s edge. streets ? — It does while it lasts, but that is only a few 

136. Is the road approaching that bridge considered hours in the morning. 

a part of the quays which the Harbour Commissioner's 157. Does it not give additional trouble to the sea- 
light, &c. ? — No ; the quays over which the Harbour venging contractor 1 — It does ; but the manure pays 
Commissioners have control only extend as far as the him very well for it. 

end of Monk-street, near the court-house here. From 158. Are there any public slaughter-houses in Wex- 
a little beyond the old bridge they extend as far as ford? — No. 

Trinity-street. 159. Are the existing slaughter-houses registered? 

137. Are the Corporation entitled to any represen- — They are. 

tation on the Harbour Board? — Yes, the mayor and 160. Is it the duty of any of the officers of the Cor- 
another member of the Corporation. The mayor is an poration to look after the way in which those slaughter- 
ex-offlcio member of the Harbour Board, and another houses are kept? — I should say the sanitary officer 
member is elected by the Corporation from their own would do that. 

body. 161. Whose duty is it to see that the slaughter- 

138. Do you know if when the member elected by houses in the town are properly kept? — I think it 

the Corporation ceases to be a member of the Corpo- should he the duty of the town sergeant to do it. 
ration, he also ceases to be a member of the Harbour 162. Is there any registry of the common lodging- 
Board. In other words, is he elected to the Harbour houses kept in Wexford ? — There is not. 

Board for life ? — No, he is elected annually. 163. Was there never a registry of the common 

139. Supposing he ceases to be a member of the lodging-houses kept here? — Never. 
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Wexford. IG4. Is there a public cemetery in Wexford or near 167. Has there ever been any attempt made to Iiav 

May 14 , 1st? Wexford? — No; there are only the ordinary church- any of those elnn-chyards closed up? Yes there w- 

Mr. Thimms yards. a meeting hold with reference to it. ’ ' S 

M.O'I.oury. 1 1G5. Are there many churchyards in the town? — 1GS. Was it because any of the churchyards were 

Then; are several. overcrowded ? — Yes. 

1GG. How many altogether? — There are six. 

Mr. Thomas Mr. TnosiAS Lacy examined. 

" acjr * ICO. Mr. Lawless. — A re you the treasurer of the 189. Do all the tenants hold under lease?— Yes 

Corporation ? — Yes ; I am treasurer and agent of the they do. 

Corporation. 190. How many are there altogether j there appears 

170. How long have you been treasurer and agent? according to your book to be fifty-four separate tenan- 

— Forty-three or forty-four years. cies? — I presume that is right. Here is a document 

171. Were you treasurer under the old or former which I prepared for you (handing in document) show- 

Corporation ? — I was treasurer previous to 1840. I ing the terms of the leases ; some of them are for 999 

was appointed to the office in 1833. years, and some of them for ever. That shows we 

172. Do you receive the rents of the property of tin- would have a fine property only it was let for a nomi- 

Corporation? — I do. nal rent, and we never can recover it for centuries. 

173. Can you tell me what their property consists The books belonging to the Corporation that would 

of? Are they lands outside the town ? — Chiefly lauds have given us the particulars of those holdings were 

outside the town, but there are some inside. all burned or lost during the rebellion of 1798. 

171. The lands, I suppose, are in the county of 191. With respect to those lands which you say 
Wexford ? — Yes, within a radius of a mile and a half yon recovered for the Corporation, and by wliich you 
from the town. say the rental was increased by about £G8 a year-, was 

175. Do the Corporation possess any houses or lands it in cases where old leases fell out? — Yes. 

in the town? — Scarcely any. There are some small 192. Then you discovered that the holdings were 

holdings along the town wall for which we get Is. a the property of the Corporation ?— Yes. 

year. 193. Can you tell me at what time those leases fell 

176. Within the town ? — No. out? — I could not chai-ge my memory with the dates 

177. But within the municipal boundary? — Yes. now, but I know we recovered them about the year- 

178. Do the Corporation piy any head rent ? — No, 1S50. 

we do not pay head rents except the £30 a year for 194. Was it long before that time the leases fell out, 
the market and town-hall ; there are instances in which or just about that time ? — Several fell out before that 

the Corporation have become tenants of their own ten- time. 

ants, who held under very long leases. For instance, 195. Give me one instance in which a lease ofpro- 
the Corporation hold a piece of land for a reservoir from perty fell out? — A property at the West-gate, for 

Mr. Percival, who is himself a tenant to the Corpora- which we only received one shilling a year, but for 

tion. which we now receive £25 a year. For the premises 

179. I understand you to say that the Corporation adjoining it we now receive .£25 a year, and formerly 

pay no head rents to landlords except for the market we did not receive anything. 

and town-hall, and for some small portions of property 19G. From whom were you receiving that one shil- 
which they took for certain purposes from their own bug a year with respect to the West-gate premises? — 
tenants? — Yes. From a man named Richards, a descendant of Wil- 

180. Are the lands held by the present Corporation liam Sherlock, for a small piece of twenty-two feet ad- 
of Wexford the same as those possessed by the old Cor- ‘ joining, and outside the town wall. 

poration? — Some of them are, but we recovered some 197. Could you tell me the. date of the lease under 

property recently bv menus of searches that were made. which he held the property, and paid the rent of one 

1 made searches under the direction of the solicitor of shilling a year? — I could not say, unless it is set out 

the Corporation, and we succeeded in adding £08 to on that document which I gave you. I could not ex- 

the rental. actly say whether it was held under a lease or not. 

181. Where is that property which you say was 198. How was the letting made of these premises at 

recently recovered? — In various places outside the West-gate to Walpole? — A lease was made to him ; he 

boundary of the town wall. was in possession of the premises at the time it was 

182. In whose possession was that property which made. He was the tenant of a very respectable man 
you say was recently recovered ? — In the possession of named Jolrn Edward Redmond. 

various persons, but the leases fell out. We made a 199. Mr. John Edward Redmond must himself have 
search for it and got it. We receive £50 a year for been a tenant under the Sherlocks? — He purchased 
a property at the West-gate — the hotel is built upon it. the property from parties who were under a very na- 

183. Do you say that old leases which have been tural misapprehension. He thought they had Ioim 

held by middlemen expired, and then you got an in- .fide rights, but they had not, and he lost money on it. 
creased rent from the occupying tenant ? — Yes ; the 200. When was the lease given to Walpole ? — About 
property was lost sight of until we made searches in 1850. It is a lease for seventy-five year-s, and the 
the Registry Office, and found out our title to it. counterpart is in the bands of the town clerk. The 

184. What is the present rental of the Corporation Corporation were bound by the Act of Parliament not 

property ? — £319 2s. 3d., and then there is £11 Is. 6 d. to give a lease for a long period, except it was a buikl- 
for the rent of the Pipefields besides. We pay £50 a ing lease, and they gave a building lease for seventy- 
year rent for the market ground; £13 8s. 8d. for the five years. 

town-hall and market-houses, and £4 for a passage to 201. How was that letting made ; was the place 

the reservoir. That reduces the i-ental very much. advertised publicly to be let, or offered to public com- 

185. Are the Pipefields held by the Corporation from petition in any way? — I do not think it was; Mr. 

a tenant of their own ? — Yes, from Mi-. Percival. Walpole was the tenant of the premises, and had ex- 

186. Do you keep an account of the rents received pended a large sura in building, and the Corporation did 

annually by the Corporation ? — Yes ; they are all in not like to disturb him, so they made the lease to him. 
this book. (Rent-book produced.) 202. Did he build on the premises? — I think be 

187. I find the entire rental of the Corporation re- . must have made improvements. 

presented here at £319 2s. 3d. ? — Yes ; and you will 203. How did the Corporation estimate the rent at 
also see £11 Is. 6cZ. for the Pipefields. which it should he let? Did they get the- houses 

188. Are the lands of 'the Corporation held now by. valued by any person? — I am not aware that they 

the tenants under lease, or do they only hold from year did ; Mr. Walpole made a proposal to the Corpora- 
te year ?— They hold by leases. tion, which they thought reasonable ;.they may also 
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Lave thought he had a prior right as the occupying 
tenant, aud so made the lease to him. I think it was 
a fair transaction, that is my opinion of it. 

204. Do you know what the Poor Law valuation of 
that property is ? — I ought to know it. I know that 
the valuation is not up to the rent at all. 

205. Do you know whether or not Mr. Walpole was 
a member of the Corporation at the time that lease was 
made to him ? — I do not think he was a member of the 
Corporation then, but I think he was subsequently. 1 
do not believe he was ; I do not remember it. There 
was a family named Wheeler that held premises at 
Coolcots. Their lease expired in the year 1833, and 
when we made the search the rent that had been re- 
ceived by the Corporation was .£4 10s. 2 id. These 
lands have been let subsequently by the Corporation, 
and they now receive £98 5s. 2d. for them. 

200. Do you mention that circumstance, Mr. Lacy, 
in order to show at what very low rents the Corpora- 
tion property was let by the old Corporation ? — Yes. 

207. And that a good deal of property was alienated 
in that way by the old Corporation ? — Yes. I may 
mention but one case to give you an idea of that. 
There is a field at the Windmill-hill, which contains 
between four and five acres. I have heard it said, 
that it is now let at £4 an acre, and all we get for it 
is Is. a year. It is held under a lease for ever. 

208. To whom is that lease! — To a person named Roe. 

209. At the nominal rent of Is. a year ? — Yes ; it 
produces to Roe, I suppose £25 a year. That case 
shows you how lands were let in olden times. 

210. * When was that letting at Is. a year made! — 
It was made to the grandfather of the present Roe. 
His name was Richard Radford Roe. 

211. How much rent do the representatives of Roe 
receive for this holding! — I do not know with certainty 
myself ; I have only heard it by rumour that they get 
something like £4 an acrefor it. The field contains some- 
whereabout five acres, so that theymigbt be getting£25 
a year, while we only receive Is. a year. It is as I said 
a lease for ever. 

212. What is the acreage of the Corpoi-ation pro- 
perty in the county Wexford, outside the town ? — 1 
could not tell you that. I do not know it, but we 
have a map that I got prepared by Mr. MacDonnell, 
our surveyor, which would give the entire acreage. 

213. Have any holdings fallen out of lease by the 
termination of the leases lately! — No; and I have 
made a search, and found that no leases will fall out 
for centuries. 

214. Have there been any new leases of Corpora- 
tion property made since the year 1 840 1 — I do not 
recollect any with the exception of that to Walpole. 

215. Who is the person at present holding that 
portion of your property called Coolcots! — The repre- 
sentatives of Richard Walsh. 

216. Are those the only ^ lettings of property made 
since the year 1 840 — I mean since the passing of the Cor- 
porations Act of 1840! — There was a field at Windmill- 
hill, which we recovered at the same time as the others, 
and which the Corporation let at £S a year. The Cor- 
poration, however, sold it afterwards to the trustees of 
Tait’s school, who built a school upon it, and turned 
it into a park and gardens for the use of the school. 
The Corporation sold it for £300. 

217. When did that take place! — About the year 
1856. 

2 IS. Was the sanction of the Lords of the Treasury 
obtained for that sale 1 — I do not know. 

The Mayor . — It was. 

219. Have you no trace in your books of a letting 
of lands of Clonroad in the year 1838, or between that 
year and the beginning of the year 1841-!— I cannot 
at present remember anything of it. If I knew the 
names of the parties I might remember it. 

220. Is there any tenant who pays the Corporation 
£15 a year as rent of land on Clonroad-road? — Yes ; 
Mi-. Peter Synnettpays me £15 a year for land on 
Clonroad-road. 

221. When was that letting made ! — It belonged to 
Mr. Richard Walsh, and I do not know if it was by 


an arrangement with Mr. Walsh that Mr. Synnett Wexford. 
succeeded him as the tenant of the holding. Mr. Afoy it, 1 877. 
Synnett used to pay the rent to me, and then the place Thomas 
tame into the. hands of Mr. Peter Synnett. Laev. 

222. When was that letting made to Mr. Walsh 1 — 

Walpole’s lease is dated 1st September, 1855, and 
Walsh’s lease is dated 9th January, 1855. That is 
another lease made since 1840. 

223. Can you find out whether there wei-e any leases 
made by the old Corporation in the interval between 
1st September, 1836, aud 1st January, 1841 ? — I have 
no record of any, and I do not think there was. I am 
not sure however. 

224. Have you any means at your disposal of finding 
out 1 — I do not think it is in my power to do it. Mr. 

O’Leary, the town clerk, has the counterparts of several 
leases. 

Town Clerk. — There are a great number of them. 

225. Con you find out if there were any in the 
interval between the 1st September, 1836, and 1st 
January, 1841 1 

Town Clerk. — By searching amongst the leases I can. 

226. Were those lettings made to Walpole and 
Walsh the only ones made since the year 1840 1 

Witness . — There was a small letting made to a 
woman named Bridget Hoare. 

227. Can you show me her name on this list pre- 
pared by you, or the name of whoever represents her 1 
— The counterpart is in the hands of the town clerk, 
aud it will tell the date ; her rent would be £3 a year. 

228. For what term was that lease made to her ! — 

It must have been for a short term. I dare say it was 
not more than thirty-one years. 

229. Was it a town holding, or was it part of the 
lauds ? — It was part of the lands. 

230. Was there any other letting besides the tliree 
you have now mentioned ! — I do not remember any 
other letting. 

231. Either of lands or of premises in the town? — 

I cannot remember anything else at present. I would 
he inclined to think there was no other, though possibly 
I may forget. 

232. The lease to Walpole of the 1st September, 

1855, of premises at West-gate was made, in pursuance 
of a resolution of Council, passed at their meeting on 
tlie 17th April, 1855, by which it was resolved on the 
motion of John Walsh and Thomas M. Vickory : — 

“ That on the possession of the premises situated at West-gate, 
now in the possession of William Walpole, being delivered to us by 
the sheriff of the county of Wexford, they be set to William 
Walpole, esq., at the yearly rent of £25, he paying our solicitor £20 
towards our costs between solicitor and client on our writ of eject- 
ment to recover possession of said premises. Mr. Walpole to get a 
building lease for the term of seventy-five years, with the necessary 
legal covenant to he inserted therein.” 

Did Mr. Walpole after getting the lease on the 1st 
September, 1S55, build upon the premises! — He did ; 
there were houses built on the premises since then. 

233. Here is another resolution with regard to 
Walsh’s holding, passed at the meeting of Council on 
the 17th April, 1855 : — 

“ Resolved — That on the possession of the malt-house and stores 
at present in the occupation of Alderman Richard Walsh, and small 
houses adjoining’ thereto being delivered to us by tlio sheriff of the 
county of Wexford, they be set to the said Alderman Walsh, at the 
yearly rent of £25, provided he intimates to the mayor his wish to 
retake the said premises on the above terms, previous to the execu- 
tion of the Habere, and that he gets a lease of the said premises for 
a term of thirty-one years if he so desires it.” 

, Was this Alderman Walsh in possession of the 
malt-houses and stores in the year 1855, as under- 
tenant of some person holding under the Corporation! 

—Yes. 

234. Was Mr. Walsh as he was described an 
Alderman of the Council Corporation then ! — Yes. 

235. Was anything done about letting these premises 
except passing this resolution 1 — Not that I know of. 

236. Was there ever a lease taken out by him 1 — 

Not that I know of. 

237. Has he been in occupation of the premises 
mentioned in that resolution ever since? — Yes; and 
he is paying the rent for them ever since. £20 is the 
valuation of that holding. 
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WEXFORD. 
May 14, 1S77. 

Mr. Thomas 
Lacy. 


238. Do you know whether there was any valuation 
made by the Corporation of the letting value of those, 
premises which they agreed to let to a member of their 
own body? — I am not aware that there was anything 
of that sort done. 

239. Was there any advertisement of the intended 
letting of these premises? — Were they in any way put 
up to public competition before this resolution was 
passed by the Council ? — I have no recollection of it — 

I do not think so. The persons were in possession 
and it was considered by the Council that the tenders 
made were fair, I never heard anyone criticise them. 

240. Is Alderman Walsh himself in actual posses- 
sion of these premises? — Alderman Walsh is dead. 

241. Are his representatives in possession? — Yes. 

242. Did he himself up to the time of his death 
continue in actual occupation of the premises? — Yes. 
He carried on business in the malt-houses. 

243. Can you tell me of any other letting made? — 
There was a letting of premises at Barrack-gate — a 
lease made to Alderman Stafford of a small bit of 
ground adjoining the town wall. 

244. Is this the resolution passed in the month of 
April, 1855, under which the letting was made? — 

“ Resolved, that the premises near the Barrack-gate, now in the 
possession of R. AV. Ryan, t.c., bo set to him by a lease for seveuty- 
five years at the yearly rent of £3.” 

Yes. That lease w r as afterwards transferred by Mr. 
Ryan to Mr. Stafford. 

245. Was there a lease taken out by Mr. Ryan? — 
I do not know ; I think the lease was made to Mr. 
Stafford. 

Mr. Ryan. — It was Mr. Stafford got the lease. 

Witness. — Yes ; the lease was made in Mr. Stafford’s 
name. 

246. Mr. Lawless. — I find by the lease which I 
have here that it was made to Mr. Ryan and not to 
Mr. Stafford ; and it was made to him at the time he 
was a member of the Town Council. 

Mr. Ryan. — I got possession from the former owner 
— a man named Roaclie. It was a piece of ground let 
at a nominal rent (Is. or so), and held by an old family 
named Meelish ; the place was called Slaughter-house- 
lane : there was an old slaughter-house in it. The 
Council thought it was very good to get £3 a year 
for it. 

247. Mr. Laavless. — What are the circumstances 
of the making of that letting to Mr. Ryan ? I find 
that by r a resolution passed on the 11th September; 
1855, a lease is to be made to Mr. Ryan, Town 
Councillor, of a small piece of ground in Slaughter- 
house-lane at the rent of £3 a year for a term of 
seventy-five years. Then there was no lease made till 
the year 1S67, and a lease was then made to Mr. 
Ryan for sixty-four years from 1st May, 1867. Then 
Mr. Ryan sold his interest in it in consideration of 
Stafford paying £40. On the 9th May, Mr. Stafford 
surrendered to the Corporation, and on the 11th May, 
the Corporation made a lease to Stafford of these 
premises at a rent of £3 a year for ninety-nine years, 
Stafford covenanting to expend £500 in building? — 
I am not aware that it was advertised to be let. The 
place would have been of very little use to anyone 
else. It adjoined Mr. Stafford’s premises, and of 
course it was very useful to him. 

248. (To Mr. Ryan). — Did you receive any money 
or consideration from Alderman Stafford for that hold- 
ing ? — The former tenant who held the place was in my 
debt, and Mr. Stafford agreed that if I gave the lease 
to him he would discharge the debt to me. 

249. How much was the debt? — As well as my 
memory serves me I think it was about £40. 

250. Did Mr. Stafford in that way actually give 
you £40 for the holding? — He dick 

251. (To Witness). — Was there a lease executed by 
the Corporation to Alderman Stafford ? — I believe so ; 
if there was, of course the counterpart will be in the 
possession of the town clerk. 

252. (To Town Clerk). — Can you show me that lease? 
— Til look for it, and produce it to-morrow. 


253. (To Witness). — Was the sanction of the Lords 
of the Treasury obtained to the making of that lease ! 
— I am not aware. 

Mr. Yicory. — The sanction of the Lords of the Trea- 
sury was applied for and obtained. 

Witness .- — I find that the letting which I before re- 
ferred to was made to a person named Hoare • the 
woman, Bridget Hoare, was a widow. The letting 
was made to John Hoare, and the counterpart lease 
would also be in the possession of the town clerk. 

254. You say it was only for a term of thixty-one 
veal’s, at £3 a year ? — I think so ; it was held by the 
representatives of Hamilton Knox Grogan Morgan, and 
when the right expired I spoke to Lady Esmoude, the 
widow of Sir John Esmonde, and she at once gave it 
up to us. It consists of two roods of ground, on which 
there is a small thatched cabin. 

255. Can you mention besides those lettings — the 
last was that made to Mr. Ryan — any other lettings 
that have been made by the present Corporation ? — No, 
I caunot. 

256. I find that the Corporation at the time appre- 
ciated your services in rocovei’ing this property. I find 
this resolution — 

“ That the sum ot £25 be given to Mr. Lacy, our treasurer, for 
his exertions and labour in assisting so materially in the recovery of 
the Corporation property”? 


Oh, yes ; the sum was not a large one, but I am looked 
upon as a very small man, and they dealt with me in 
that way. 

257. Do you think you can find out for me if there 
have been any other lettings made by the present Clor- 
poi-ation? — I do not think tliei-e were any others ; but 
there are one or two small holdings that we lost sight 
of. I don’t know of any lettings beyond those I have 
ali’eady mentioned. 

258. You mentioned five lettings ? — Yes. 

259. What portion of the pi’operty is this mentioned 
at Ho. 10 in the list of corporate lands “ Representatives 
of Patrick Frayne, £7 1 Is. 1 ItZ.?” Do you receive £7 1 Is. 
a year from the representatives of Pati’ick Frayne i— 
Yes. 

260. And you cannot state what the lands are for 
which yon receive that sum ? — I do know the lands. 

261. Do you know their extent ? — I should say that 
very probably they might consist of about two and a 
half acres. I never saw a survey of that property, but 
I know veiy well where the lands are situated. 

262. Do you know whether or not there was a reso- 
lution passed by the Coi’poration as to the mode to be 
adopted by them in letting any lands that fell out of 
lease? — I am not awax-e that tlxex-e ever was any parti- 
cxxlar course stx’uck out for such cases. 

263. I find here a lease made on the 10th December, 

1S39, between the old Corporation and David Robin- 
son, of the lands of Coolcots, containing by survey, 
10a. 2r., Ix-islx plantation measure, for a term of ninety- 
one years from the 1st May in that year, at a rent of 
£42 ? — Yes, it had been let to a person named Williams, 
and Mrs. Wheeler was the representative. Robinson 
assigned his intei’est in that place to Mi - . Roe, who 
has been paying me the rent ever since — paying me m 
fact the fxdl value of the place. _ 

Mr. Yicory. — I think I could pi-oduce Mrs. Wheelers 


private map. 

Witness . — All her lands passed into the possession 
of private parties — Doyle, Robinson, Staffoi’d, and 
so on. 

264. I -find that Walpole’s lease concludes with a 


covenant in the folloAving terms : — 

“In consideration of the agreement hereinbefore mentioned, and 
of the Act for the regulation of Municipal Corporations in Ireland, 
S & 4 Vic. chap. 108, he, the said William Walpole, covenant! tot 
himself, his executors, administrators, and assigns, shall and wi 
comply with the provisions thereof, as relates to the administration 
of Corporation property in as full and ample a manner as set for 
in the 143rd section of the said Act, and according to the tuu 
true meaning to be applied to the same demised premises ’? 


Yes ; that is his contract to build. . , 

265. You mentioned a while ago that the rental o 
the corporate propei’ty was £319 2s. 3d., and £11 I s - 
for the Pipefields. How I find that in the receipts for 
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the year tlie Corporation are debited with having 
received £3S2 7s. 3i d. 1 — That may be ; the difference 
may be made up of arrears. 

266. For the year ending in September, 1S75, the 
Corporation received £ 308 15s. 6 cl. 1 — Yes ; the rental- 
book will give you all the particulars. 

267. Are the rents of the corporate property well 
and regularly paid up ? — They are paid very well. 

268. Do you receive the water rents from Mr. 
Hughes, the superintendent? — Yes. 

269. Do any other funds of the Corporation pass 
through your hands? — All the funds of the Corporation 
pass through my hands ; no one else receives any of 
the funds. 

270. You receive the rates from the rate-collector ? 
— Yes ; I receive the borough rate from him, but not 
the rate in lieu of county cess which is paid by the col- 
lector into the National Bank as treasurer for that rate. 

271. How do you lodge the moneys which you 
receive ? Do you keep an account with the bank in 
your own name ? — I have scarcely ever any money in 
my hands. When I have any I lodge it in my own 
name in the Provincial Bank. 

272. How do you apply the money that you do not 


lodge in the bank ? — When I get a cheque from the Wnxroiu>. ' 
Corporation I pay the money. May n. 1S77. 

273. Do you mean a cheque drawn upon yourself? Mr j^ ias 

.~A.es. _ Lacy. 

274. Do you know the amount of the present capital 
debt of the Corporation of Wexford ? — I do. 

275. Just tell me the sums borrowed by the Cor- 
poration, and theseeurity on which they were borrowed? 

— The rents were given as security, and I believe the 
rates were also given. 

276. You mean the borough rate ? — Yes. 

277. What were the sums borrowed by the Cor 
poration ? — I believe they borrowed £400. 

278. Was that sum borrowed on the security of the 
borough rate ? — Yes. 

279. The property and the borough rate? — Yes. 

We paid six instalments out of it amounting to £60, 
and w'e also paid £74 for interest. 

280. Is that sum of £400 the only sum borrowed 
by the Corporation ? — That is the only sum they 
actually borrowed, and we only owe £340 at the present 
time. 

281. You do not yourself collect the borough rate ? 

— No ; I receive it from the collector. 


Mr. Nicholas MacDonnell examined. 


282. Mr. Lawless. — Are you the town surveyor of 
Wexford? — I am. 

283. How long have you been acting as surveyor ? 
— Since the month of February in the year 1871. 

284. What salary are you paid ? — At the time of 
my appointment I was. paid £10 a year. It was a 
merely nominal salary, because my duties were con- 
fined to looking after old houses, and to report on their 
condition. My duties then were of a very trifling 
character. 

285. Your salary is now £40 a year-, I believe ? — 
Yes. 

286. What are your duties now ? — I am to look after 
the condition of the streets and sewers, and, in fact, to 
perform the usual duties of a town surveyor. 

287. Is the scavenging department at all under your 
supervision ? — No, it is not ; though I was requested 
to sign the scavengers’ pay-list every fortnight. 

Town Clerk . — The town surveyor and the alderman 
for each ward has to certify that the scavenging is well 
done. 

288. By whom are the repairs of the streets actually 
done ? Are they done by people regularly employed 
by the Corporation, or people only employed occasion- 
ally as the woi-k requires it ? — The latter is the way. 
The meu are only employed when there is work to be 
done. There is a time-keeper who is always on the 
look-out to see what work requires to be done. 

289. Do you know what is the condition of the town 
as regards sewerage ? — The sewerage of the town is very 
much improved lately. 

290. Is there better sewerage ? — Yes. 

291. Are there main-sewers in the streets of the 
town ? — No ; not in all the streets, but there are works 
in progress now, and we are making sewers ini some 
of the streets which were not sewered before. 

292. Under whose professional direction are the 
contracts for carrying out those works made? Are 
they made under your direction? — The contracts are 
made by the Corporation. 

293. I know .that, but do you prepare plans and 
specifications of the works required to bo done? — I do. 

294. Do you make an estimate of the cost and ex- 
pense of the works ? — Yes. I do. 

295. Do the Corporation advertise the contract — 
do they invite tenders ? — They do. 

296. And do you say now that there is considerable 
work being done in the way of making sewers for 
which the Corporation have accepted contracts ? — 
Yes ; they are contracted for and are at present in 
progress. 

297. Does that contemplated work provide for main 


sewers in all the main streets of the town ? — No ; 
not in all the streets, but in such as we consider 
require it most. The works selected to be done were 
thought the most necessary by the works committee, 
and I also gave advice in the matter. 

298. About bow many miles of sti-eets are there 
within the borough? — I should say about seven 
miles. 

299. Of that seven miles of streets how- many are 
properly supplied with main sewers? — Well I could 
not answer that question exactfy. I should say there 
is about two miles properly sewered. 

300. Is the town insufficiently provided with main 
sewers ? — It is insufficiently provided with sewers at 
present but the drainage of the town has been very 
much improved within the last two or three years. 

301. If there is only about a mile and a half or 
two milesof sewersaud seven miles of streets in the town 
the town must be very badly off. Up to the year- 1873, 
did the Council do anything in the way of making 
sewers in the town ? — They were always doing some- 
thing to the sewers I believe. 

Town Clerk . — It was chiefly because there was so 
little done in that way, that we got the separation 
from the county. 

302. (To Witness.) — Have you got any map of the 
town showing the existing sewers 1 — Yes ; I shall 
produce the map in the morning. I have all the 
sewers in the town marked on the map. Mr. Timpson 
furnished me with the map and it is in my possession. 

303. You have only been surveyor since the year 
1871 I believe?— Yes. 

304. Have the streets of the town with respect to 
the condition of the sewerage (apart from the streets 
in which there are existing sewers) been improved by 
the moneys recently expended upon them by the 
Corporation ? — Very much improved. 

305. In what way ? — In the way of having their 
surface cleaned and levelled. The streets were very 
nearly worn out at the time they were given into our 
hands' by the county. The centre of the streets served 
as a channel to carry off the water more than the 
water tables at the sides. That was the case in a 
great number of the streets and we are filling them 
up and improving them very muoh. 

306. Have you done anything to improve the con- 
dition of the footpaths in the town ? — Yes ; we have 
done great deal. 

307. Have any actual sewerage works been carried 
out under your inspection ? — Yes ; certainly. 

308. Recently, by tbe Corporation ? — Yes. 

309. How much money has been laid out in doing 
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that work?— About .£60 was expended on a sewer in 
Green-street — it is mentioned in my report and was 
an open sewer up to the time that we commenced to 
make the improvements. 

310. Does this report which you have handed in to 
me give a statement of all the works done since you 
have been acting as town surveyor? — No; it only 
crives the work done within the last two or three 
years. Most of them were done within the last 
twelve months — in fact the work has been going on 
very well this last year. 

311. I see that in the accounts for the last year the 
Corporation take credit for having expended on 
flag Mil" and repairing the streets and footpaths of the 
town, the sum of £251 Is. 4£d. ? — Yes. 

312. That sum included £119 for making a new 
road from Bride-street to Mill-road, and there is also a 
charge for making water tables in Trinity-street, and 
a sum of £26 Is. 1<M. was expended in that year on 
sewers ? — Yes. 

313. Was that for new sewers? — Certainly. 

314. I see by looking at your estimate for the pre- 
sent year that you propose to make a sewer of ninety 
jierches, Irish, in length, from Tracey’s to Castle-hill ? 
— Yes ; that sewer is now in progress. 

315. Is that a main sewer?— Yes; a sewer in the 
centre of the street. 

316. What size is it to be? — Twenty inches deep, 
fifteen wide, and made in tire shape of a “ V.” 

317. Is it a brick sewer? — Yes; it is a sewer on the 
most improved plan, approved of by the Dublin engi- 
neers. 

318. I see that you propose this year to construct 
185 perches of sewers, and you estimate the cost at 
£764? — Yes; the contracts for the works have 
already been entered into. 

319. Is all this work to be done in one ward, or will 
it be distributed over the three wards? — It will be 
distributed over the three wards. 

Town Clerk . — The sewerage and footpaths are to be 
given to the streets in rotation. 

320. (To Witness). — I see you contemplate spending 
a very substantial amount of money upon the roads, 
footpaths, and sewers of the town ? — Yes. 

321. Is there any regulation enforced by the Corpo- 
ration here with regard to compelling the occupiers of 
houses which are within a certain distance of a main 
sewer to have connecting drains with it ? — Yes ; that 
is pai't of the plan ; we have hit upon a plan now of 
building a six-inch pipe into the sewer opposite every 
house, so as to receive the drainage of the house ; we 
do this while we are constructing the main sewer. 

322. You mean in the new sewers which you are at 
present constructing ? — Yes. 

323. The connexion, I suppose, is made by a piped 
sewer ? — Yes, so that each house can drain into it. 

324. Are there any regulations enforced in Wex- 
ford with respect to building of new houses ? — No, 
there are not. 

325. Are the persons building houses not required 
to submit their plans to yon ? — No ; there has been no 
such rule enforced in Wexford up to the present, but 
I think there should be. 

Mr. Timpson . — I brought this matter before the 
notice of the Corporation, but they did not like to en- 
force such a rule. Of course, they have the powers, 
but they will not exercise them. 

326. Mr. Lawless (to Witness). — Do you consider 
it necessary that this should be done 1 — I consider it 
mo3t important that it should be done — absolutely 
necessary, in fact. At present the people have no idea 
that they should consult anyone. They think they 
have a right to build in whatever way they please. 


327. Have you anything to do with the water- 
works ? You are not the superintendent ? — I am mi- 
dent engineer of the waterworks. 

32S. I mean of the new work? — No, not the new 
works. 

329. What has been done by the Corporation with 
respect to these new waterworks ? Has anythin" been 
done? — Yes ; the Corporation wrote to the Local Go- 
vernment Board recently on the subject, and in fact 
they have done everything in their power. 

Town Clerk. — The plans are now before them. 

330. I thought you might have been engaged in 
preparing the plans, but I see they were prepared by 
Mr. Hawkesley? — Yes. 

331. Where is the reservoir ? — About turn miles and 
five furlongs from the boundary of the town. 

332. Has the probable expense of these works been 
estimated yet? — £25,000 has been recommended. 

333. Will it be necessary to purchase the site for 
the reservoir ? — Yes. 

334. Do you know anything about the condition of 
the town as regards a supply of water ? — I do. 

335. What is its condition? — The town is in a 
miserable state for want of water. It is no unfrequent 
thing for people who take the pipe-water to find the 
supply stop, and to be compelled to go out to try and 
get a quart of water to make the tea. In fact, if a 
person once begins to give water to those who ask for 
it, he may keep a servant specially for the purpose of 
attending to them. 

336. Is there such a scarcity of water in the town? 
— Yes ; the spouts are utilized in various parts of the 
town. 

337. Is it found necessaiy to save the rain-water for 
domestic purposes ? — Yes. 

Mi\ Lacey. — The water from the pumps and wells 
is so hard that it is only fit for slushing. There is one 
person who pays the superintendent for a supply of 
water, and for three weeks during hot weather last 
year, or the year before, he could not get a drop ; that 
case illustrates the scarcity of water. 

The Mayor . — At one time there was only one street 
in the town where there was water to be got. 

Town Clerk. — And the people pay for it. 

33S. Mr. Lawless (to Witness). — Then, of course, 
there is no water available for the purpose of flushing 
sewera ? — By no means. 

339. Is there any water available for the require- 
ments of water-closets ? — Not at all ; there is nothing 
available for that purpose but the rain-water. There is 
a perfect dearth of water in Wexford. 

340. And must not the want of water have a very 
bad eftect on the sanitary condition of the town ? — 
Very bad, indeed. 

341. Is there any other means of remedying this 
state of tilings than by getting the public supply of 
water as now contemplated ? — There is not. 

342. Do you consider that the obtaining of this 
proposed water supply is a matter of absolute necessity'? 
— Certainly. We have the opinion of an eminent en- 
gineer in England, Mr. Hawksley, as to the proposed 
supply. 

343. You have a local knowledge and might possibly 
be able to form as good an opinion on the subject as 
Mr. Hawksley. Do you consider that the plan pro- 
posed will be a good plan and give a supply of water 
sufficient for the requirements of the town ? — I do. 

344. Did you say the sum estimated was £20,000 
or £25,000 ?— £25,000. 

345. Do you know whether or not the water with 
which it is proposed to supply the town has ever been 
analyzed ? — I do not know. 
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346. Mr. Lawless. — Do you wish to make some 
statement ? — Yes. 

347. Has it any relation to tlio water supply 1 — 
Yes. I am acquainted with the source of the water 
supply. 

348. Do you mean of the present supply ? — Yes, 
tiie present supply. I know the place for fifty years, 
I live within half a scone’s throw of it, and I have the 
possession of the lands through which the water runs 
to supply the town since the year 1860. I have been 
at home there during the last twelve years, and I have 
an opportunity of knowing more about the facts of the 
case than anyone else. Now, I am able to state that 
I have seen an overflow from the reservoir fit to turn 
a mill. So great has it been at times that I have had 
to call the attention of the water superintendent to 
the way in which the road was cut up by the rushing 
of the water, and get him to draw loads of small broken 
stone for the purpose of filling it up. Since the 
month of October or November last there has been an 
overflow of water. 

349. Is there an overflow at present 1 — Yes; it is 
running through my place. I have seen the water 
running to waste for months and months from a cock 
or pipe in John-street. 

350. But is there a scarcity of water in the town of 
Wexford ? — I believe there has been for the last few 
years. 

351. I want to know what the drift of your obser- 
vations is. You admit there is an insufficient supply 
of water in the town, but say there is a waste of water 
at the reservoir 1 — Yes. 

352. You have known the place for a long time ; 
have you ever known a scarcity of water at the reser- 
voir — was there a scarcity last summer 1 — There was 
not much water there last summer. 

353. And is the town to be depending upon such a 


supply as that 1 — Well, of course it might be scarce 
for a week or two. 

354. Did you ever see the reservoir empty! — I saw 
oue of them empty ; it is only about six feet deep, and 
the other one is fourteen feet. 

355. Do you mean to say that the present water 
supply is sufficient to meet the requirements of the 
town? — Yes, with the exception of a week or two in 
the summer. 

356. Do you know how the water is distributed in 
the town or how many of the houses are supplied ? — I 
do not. 

357. Do you know whether one-half of the houses 
are supplied ? — I do not know. 

Mr. Timpson. — About one house in every twelve is 
supplied. 

358. Mr. Lawless (to IVltness). — Do you object to 
the proposed plan for supplying the town with water ? 
— I do; the source is two miles away. We pay 6s. 
rates at present, and we will be overtaxed. 

359. Will you go so far as to say that the present 
supply of water is a sufficient one ? — No, I won’t go so 
far as to say that. 

360. Do not you think that it is the duty of the 
Corporation if they have it in their power to provide 
a water supply for both public and private use 'I — Four 
or five years ago the Corporation made a reservoir at 
a cost of £500, at least they partly made it, for they 
spent that amount on it. The hole is there, hut it was 
never finished, and so of course the £500 has simply 
been thrown away. If that large reservoir- was com- 
pleted we would be able to save the water for the sum- 
mer season. 

361. Did you appear before Mr. Robinson, tbe Local 
Government Board Inspector, and make the statement 
you have made here 1 — No, I was at the inquiry, but 
did not tender myself to be examined. 

302. Then you should have gone before him. 


Wexfokl. 
May H, 1877* 

Mr. Peter 
Chandler. 


Mat 15, 1S77. 

(The town clerk attended and handed in all the leases to be found, made by the Corporation between the 1st 
September, 1836, and 1st January, 1841.) 

Mr. Nathaniel Hughes examined. Hughes. 

363. Mr. Lawless. — Are you the pipe-water super- 371. Do you mean that you have filled that office 

iutendent under the Corporation of Wexford ? — I am. for thirty years altogether ? — 1 es. 

364. What salary are you paid? — I receive £55 a 372. So that you have an experience of thirty years 
year as pipe-water superintendent, and £10 a year for as to the character of the water supply ? — Yes ; I think 
collecting the water rents. I receive altogether £65 a I know all about it. 

year. 373. Has the supply of water ever failed ? — Several 

365. What are your duties as pipe-water superin- times. Every diy summer season, in the autumn 

•tendent? — It is my duty to see that the inhabitants and in part of the winter we have had a scarcity of 
are fairly supplied with water. water. 

366. You mean, of course, the people who take the 374. Has it ever been scarce in the winter ? — Yes, 
pipe-water? — Yes. It is also my duty to have the in part of the winter — in frosty weather. 

pipes repaired when they require it, and to lay down 375. How is the water paid for by the people? — It 
new ones when ordered to do so by the Corporation, to is paid for under a scale made by a resolution of the 
employ workmen for that purpose, and to pay their former Board, which was adopted by the present Board, 
wages to them. I should state that all the property belonging to the 

367. Do you know the town of Wexford well ? — I Pipe Water Commissioners was handed over to them 

know it intimately. . by Act of Parliament. 

368. What would you say is the proportion of the 376. Was that in the year 1862 ? — Yes ; I t hink it 
houses in the town taking in the present supply of was about the year 1862. 

water ? — I think about one-tenth of them take it. So 377. What is the quality of the water afforded by 
far as I remember there are somewhere about 2,000 the present supply ? — I think it is a very fair quality, 

houses in the town, and there are only about 237 or 238 378. Has it ever been analyzed? — Not to my know- 

hike the water from us. ledge, but I think it is pure water, and of a very good 

369. Would the present source afford a sufficient or quality, except in the summer season. I do not con- 

more extensive supply of the water to the inhabitants ? sider it can be very good then when there are only a 
— No, not in certain seasons of the year. We were few inches deep of water in the tanks — the sun of 
obliged to refuse people who were anxious to take the course makes it almost unfit for use. . W e were obliged 
water. At present we have too much water, but in to stop the water at night, otherwise we. would have 
certain seasons of the year there is hardly any. had no supply at all for the day. We supply the 

370. How long have you been pipe-water superin- water by means of stop-cocks, and there are only 

tendent? — I have been under the present Corporation two streets in the town that get a constant supply, 
somewhere about fifteen years, and under the former One of those is J ohn-street, which is close to a reser- 
for about the same length of time. voir. The people of J olm-street have a fountain which 
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Wexford, was given to them, I understand, in lieu of water 
May is, 1877. which was taken from them. 

Mr Nathaniel 379. Are the people in John-street charged accord- 
tlir'lies. ing to the same scale as the other people ? — No, they 
have the fountain free. 

380. Is that the only water given free of charge out 
of the present water supply ? — There is also a small 
fountain in Selskar and one in Corn-market. 

381. Do you know anything of the supply of water 
which is afforded by pumps and by wells ? — I know 
everything in connexion with the water supply of the 
town. 

382. Are there many pumps in the town! — There 
are a few. 

383. Were they erected by the Corporation 1 — Yes ; 
there is one in Corn-market, one near the old Pound, 
one in Gubbins’-s-lane, and one in a place in Selskar 
called Well-lane. 

384. Is there a good supply in private houses — do 
you know anything about that ! — I think in some 
houses there is a very bad supply — in fact, no supply 
at all. 

385. Were you examined before the Local Govern- 
ment Boaixl Inspector 1 — I was, and I was also ex- 
amined in London before the House of Lords. 

386. When were you examined before the House 
of Lords 1 — Last June. 

387. Was there an inquiry before the House of 
Lords ? — There was. Mr. Robinson was here in the 
month of December. 

3SS. Taking into consideration all the present 
sources of supply, do you think that supply sufficient 
for the town 1 — -I consider it miserably insufficient. 

389. I fancy that the Local Government Board 
Inspector came to the same conclusion! — Yes. 

390. I see that last year your receipts on account 
of the pipe-water amounted to £207 ? — Yes. 


391. That is for the pipe-water rents, and there is 
the rent of something called the Pipefields?— Mr. 
Lacy receives that. 

392. For what is that land used ? — A portion of it 
is set to some tenants. 

393. For what do the Corporation use it! For 

water purposes. 

394. Is there a reservoir there 1 — Yes, and a portion 
of it is used for the purpose of breaking stones on. 

395. Are the payments made yearly by the people 
who take the water! — They are paid half-yearly 
except in a few cases, in which the payment is yearly. 
For instance, there are some malt houses that get 
water from the Corporation, and they pay for the 
season — there are five or six of those cases. They pay 
for the season in accordance ■with the size of the steep. 

396. In case of a failure of the water, do the people 
resist payment of the rents 1 — They often refuse pay- 
ment to me — frequently. In former years the old 
Corporation used to allow a certain proportion of the 
rates to the people who complained, but the present 
Corporation do not make any allowance. 

397. Do they require the people to pay, no matter 
whether they get the water or not? — Yes ; they have 
to pay so long as the pipe is in the house — of course, 
if they wish, they may stop hiking it, and have the 
water cut off. There is no water rate, the charge is in 
the shape of a rent. 

398. Was the £69 18s. which appears in the last 
account under the head of “ Expenditure on the water- 
works,” applied for repairs made under your super- 
vision ? — Yes ; and also for paying the men for turning 
on the water. 

399. Are the wages of the men employed on the 
works included in that sum of £69 18s. 1—Yes ; and 
the wages paid to mechanics, such as plumbers, and 
cost of some materials, are all included in it. 


■Mr. William 
Hughes. 


Mr. William Hughes examined. 


400. Mr. Lawless. — Are you the collector of the 
borough rate? — Yes. 

401. Do you collect any other rate for the Corpora- 
tion? — I collect nothing but the borough rate. 

402. What are you paid for the collection of that 
rate ? — I am paid five per cent, on the collection. 

403. Do you hand over the rate when you have 
collected it? — I collect it and hand it over to Mr. 
Lacey the treasurer. 

404. Do you then get his receipt ? — Yes. 

405. Do you give his receipts to the Town Clerk 
as vouchers for your having collected and lodged the 
rate ? — Yes. 

406. Do you hand in any abstract or account to the 
Town Clerk at intervals? — Yes. 

407. How often? — Every fortnight. 

408. Do you hand over your receipts every fort- 
night ? — Yes ; and during the fortnight, just as I get 
in the money, I take it to the treasurer. 

409. And get his receipt ? — Yes. 

410. How often do you give those receipts to the 


Town Clerk — do you do so at any stated intervals? — 
Yes, every fortnight. 

411. Do you deduct the amount of your own fees 
from the sum collected before you hand it in to the 
treasurer? — No; I send in my bill to the quarterly 
meeting of the Corporation. 

412. You hand in your bill and get it paid at the 
quarterly meeting ? — Y es. 

413. Mr. Finlay called your attention to the arrears 
on unoccupied premises? — Mr. Finlay has mistaken the 
Act of Parliament. I have no authority to do what 
he says. 

414. Why do you say he is mistaken? — Because I 
collect under the Mimicipal Act. 

415. You only collect the borough rate? — That is all. 

416. He says it is under the Towns Improvement 
Act 1 — Yes ; and it is under the Municipal Act. 

417. Did you explain that to Mr. Finlay at the 
time? — No ; I did not know anything about it at the 
time until after Mr. Finlay said to me that I should 
make my year end with his. 

418. Is that a thing for you to do ? — No ; it is not. 


Jfr Lacy. 


Mr. Lacy, Treasurer, recalled. 


Witness stated that he had found no leases that 
had been made by the Corporation except those which 
he had alluded to on the first day. 

419. Mr. Lawless. — Is there anything in the 
evidence given by you yesterday to which you wish to 
allude! — Yes; I wish to correct an error I made 
yesterday. There was a lease made by the old Corpora- 
tion of a house at Westgate to Mr. Clifford. 

420. I understand that to have been many j-ears 
ago? — Yes; he leased to a man named Byrne who 
kept a grocer's shop on part of the premises. Mr. 
MacDonnell succeeded Byrne, and he also carried on 
business. MacDonnell built the hotel. The Corpora- 
tion took the opinions of the late Right Honorable 
Abraham Brewster and Mr. O’Hara, as. to their right 
to recover these premises, and were advised that any 


right they ever had was barred by the Statute of 
Limitations. 

421. There was a lease made to Walpole of certain 
premises at the Westgate at £25 a year?— Yes. 

422. Are those the premises you refer to ? — No ; I 
refer to the premises at the Westgate on which the 
hotel is built. 

Mr. Hughes (pipe-water superintendent). — There is 
a pump which I have not mentioned to you at Black- 
cow-well. Several of the wells and several of the 
pumps rim dry in the summer. I have seen people 
at one of the wells lifting the water with kettle covers 
and small articles of that sort, and I have seen them 
outside the town collecting the water so late as 11 
o’clock at night. 
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Mr. Thomas Glances' examined. 


Wexford. 
May IS, 1877. 


423. Mr. Lawless. — Do you collect the rate in lieu 
of county cess for the Corporation? — I do. 

424. "What are you paid for collecting it? — Five 
per cent, on the total. 

Town Clerk. — U nder a particular agreement. 

425. Mr. Lawless (to Witness). — Do you give 
security ? — Yes. 

420. How ? — By sureties and myself. 

427. By a bond? — Yes. 

428. (To the Town Clerk). — Have you got the bond ? 
— I have. 

429. To Witness. — Are your sureties living ? — They 
are. 

430. In what amount is the bond? — £250 each. 

431. Yourself in £500, and the others in £250 ? — 
No; myself and the two sureties £250 each (bond 
produced). 

432. How do you lodge your receipts? — I lodge 
them in the National Bank. 

433. Is there any particular form of lodgment 
docket? — None beyond what is required to be filled in 
at the bank. That of course must be filled when I 
lodge any money. 

434. They do not give you any form peculiar to 
this rate ? — No ; they do not. 

435. You merely use the ordinary bank form ? — Yes. 


43G. How often are you required to make your Jfr 
lodgments ? — There is no specified time .except that I ciancey. 
must have all lodged before the close of each assizes. 

437. Is therm no by-law or regulation of the Corpora- 
tion requiring you to make your lodgments weekly 
or fortnightly 1 — Not that I am- aware of. 

438. Is there a regulation to the effect that you are 
not to keep more than £50 in your hands ? — Yes ; I 
believe that is expressed in the bond. 

439. Do you always observe that regulation ? — Yes; 

I do. 

440. Do you account for your collection to the 
town clerk; do you furnish any account to him? — 

Yes ; at the close of the rate I present the lodgment 
dockets that I received from the bank. 

441. You present them to the town clerk? — Yes. 

442. And then he lays them before the finance 
committee ? — No ; they go before the meeting of the 
Corporation. 

443. Do you retain your per-centage out of the 
rates collected ? — No ; I do not. 

444. Do you lodge the entire amount that you 
receive? — Yes. 

445. And do you afterwards send in your claim for 
your per-centage? — Yes, I do. 


Mr. O’Leary (Town Clerk), recalled. 


446. Mr. Lawless. — Are you the executive sani- 
tary officer of the Corporation ? — I am. 

447. The Corporation of Wexford of course are the 
sanitary authority in the town? — Yes ; the urban 
sanitary authority. 

448. How long have you been acting as executive 
sanitary officer? — I commenced in January, 1S75. 

449. What salary do you receive as executive 
sanitary officer? — I receive £20 a year, of which the 
Government pay one-balf. 

450. Is there a sub-sanitary officer under you ? — 
Yes ; the mayor’s sergeant acts as sub-sanitary officer. 
I forgot to mention yesterday that he, in addition to 
his other duties, serves summonses for the Mayor’s 
court, and takes charge of the fire-engine. 

451. What are your duties as executive sanitary 
officer?- 1 — When the sub-sanitary officer discovers a 
nuisance, he reports it to the sanitary officer who 
reports on it through me to the Corporation. The 
whole of the Corporation are, by a resolution, consti- 
tuted a Sanitary Committee. There is no part of the 
Corporation a separate committee for sanitary purposes. 
I submit the reports of the sanitary officer to the 
meeting, when an order is made in every case that 
the nuisance is to be abated. I then fill . a notice 
which the sub-sanitary officer serves on the person 
concerned. 

452. Is it not your duty to see that the orders 
of the Council, in relation to sanitary matters, are 
carried out? — Yes. 

453. Are you required to do anything of yourself 
before you get directions from the Sanitary Committee? 
— I do nothing of myself. I wait till I get the orders 
from the Corporation. 

454. The sub-sanitary officer reports to the sanitary 

officer, who makes a report to the Council. The 
Council then make an order, and you see it carried 
into execution? — Precisely. (Form of notice for 

requiring the abatement of nuisances produced.) I 
may say that when one of these is served, the person 
generally complies without our taking any legal pro- 
ceedings. In some cases, of course, we are obliged to 
take legal proceedings. 

455. Is there a separate book kept in which the 
proceedings of the Sanitary Committee are recorded? 
— There is no separate book. The proceedings in 
relation to sanitary matters are entered on the general 
minute-book of the Corporation. 

456. The proceedings of the Corporation as a 


sanitary committee are not kept separate from the 
ordinary proceedings of the Council? — No, they are 
not. The first sanitary report was made on the 4th 
February, 1875. 

457. I want to see the form in which the business 
is brought before the Board ? — The Council meets as 
Town Commissioners sometimes, and sometimes as a 
Town Council, and this minute-book contains the pro- 
ceedings of both. 

458. Are these minutes copied into any other book 
afterwards? — Yes, they are copied into two books. 

459. Does this book, containing the blocks of the 
notices that were served upon the people, represent 
the entire amount of sanitary work done by the urban 
sanitary authority for the year? — Yes ; all the work 
that has been got done by means of serving notices on 
people, but a great number of persons abate nuisances 
without getting a written notice from the sub-sanitary 
officer. When he finds anything wrong he goes to the 
people, speaks to them, and if they comply with what is 
required without being pressed, the matter is not 
brought before the Council at all, and of course there 
is then no record of the transaction. Double or treble 
the number of cases are settled in that way that are 
done by means of serving notices. 

460. I find here that from the 16th January, 1875, 
when you commenced to serve notices, and act under 
the sanitary laws, there appears to be a substantially 
good amount of work done. Then, for the year 1876, 
there does not appear to have been nearly so much 
done. I suppose that Dr. Sheridan found the town 
in a very bad way at first, and it being improved 
in the first year there was not so much to be done ; 
and I suppose also in the second year more of the 
people abated nuisances without notices being served on 
them. Is that so ? — I think it is. 

461. Who is the person named Heron referred to in 
these reports ? — He is the sub-sanitary officer. 

462. Have you had occasion frequently to summon 
people before the magistrates ? — Not very often ; in 
some cases it is done, and they are then required to 
comply with the Act of Parliament. 

463. I see many complaints of premises being kept 
in a very filthy state, also the reres of houses badly kept, 
and piggeries kept in bad positions, and very dirty ? — 
Some of those cases were brought before the magis- 
trates, but very few of them, because the people when 
they get the notice generally comply with it, and there 
is no necessity to issue summonses. 


Mr. O’Leary. 
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464. Have the Corporation here, as the urban sani- 
tary authority, any disinfecting apparatus? — They 
have no apparatus, but they cause chloride of lime and 
other things to be used for disinfecting purposes. 

465. Do you find that the reports of the sanitary 
officer are acted upon generally by the council 1 — They 
are always acted upon by the council. The council 
have hesitated to act on some of them for a considera- 
ble length of time, because the work was of a very ex- 
tensive charactei - , but ultimately they have done it. 
That sewer that was made at a cost of ..£60, and 
which I referred to yesterday, had been recommended 
to be made by Dr. Sheridan a good while before they 
did it. 

466. What street is that sewer in? — In Green- 
street ; sometimes it is called Green-street, and some- 
times Thomas-street, aud sometimes Black Cow-lane. 

467. Do you find it difficult to compel the poorer 
inhabitants of the town to do what is required by the 
sanitary authority? — As I said before, they do it 
when they are noticed, and very often without it. 

468. In what state are the houses of the poorer 
people of the town with regard to privy accommoda- 
tion ? — I think some of them are in a very bad state, 
and some of the corner houses have no privies at all. 

469. And no means of making them, I suppose ? — 
No, there are no backyards. 

470. I suppose, then, all the filth and night-soil 
from these houses which have no reres or privies are 
thrown out into the street? — In some cases, at all 
events, they are. 


471. Has the urban sanitary authority done any- 
thing in the way of causing primes or water-closets to 

be built in houses where there was room for them? 

Very little in that way has been done. One or two 
has been constructed, but no more. There was notice 
served on people with reference to this. 

472. When was that? — A few months ago, after 
we commenced to make sewer's in Mary-street or Chapel- 
lane. The sewers were made, but the other work was 
not done. I am told that in one case the owners 
employed people to do it. 

473. Are there any cases in which the owners of 
property have been called upon to do work of this 
kind besides the case you have just mentioned? — No, 
I think not. 

474. Who is the owner in that case? — Two men 
named Hayes. The property belongs to two brothers, 
who are joint owners. 

475. Is it your duty at all to make reports to the 
council? — It is not my duty to examine nuisances. 
Occasionally I go about with the committee to do so. 

476. Do you mean to say that the committee, or 
members of the committee, go out to examine places ? 
— Yes, the member's of the sanitary committee do. 

477. They go orrt and examine places which have 
been the subject of reports by their officers ? — Yes, and 
to examine some places which have not been the. sub- 
ject of reports. They make examinations generally 
with regal'd to houses which require sewerage, and also 
with the view to compelling people to make connect- 
ing drains where there ai'e main sewers. 


Mr. John Heron examined. 


478. Mr. Lawless. — Are you the sub-sanitary offi 
cer ? — Yes. 

479. Is it your duty as sub-sanitary officer to in- 
spect the houses through the town ? — Yes. 

480. How often do you do so ? — Nearly every second 
day, or sometimes every day I inspect some streets. 

481. You are also town sergeant, I believe ? — Yes, 
I am. 

4S2. Do you inspect the different streets of the town 
every day ? — Nearly every day, unless on Wednesdays 
or market days, when, of course, I am too busy to do it. 

483. Do you consider that you have sufficient time 
to perform the various duties which devolve on you — 
are you able to attend to them all ? Is it enough for 
a town like this with 12,000 or 13,000 inhabitants, to 
have one man only, to inspect the houses of the poor 
people? — One person, who had a good knowledge of 
the town, would be able to do it far better than two 
who did not know it so well. 

484. But should you not have two people who were 
acquainted with the town ? — There are some parts of 
the town where it is not necessary to go into the houses 
for the purpose of inspecting them more than once in 
the month, but there are others which must be examined 
twice a week. 

485. In the poorer parts of the town? — Yes. 

486. Do you make your reports to the sanitary 
officer, Dr. Sheridan? — I do. 

487. When you find a nuisance existing do you ever 
call upon the people to abate it, before you make a 
report to Dr. Sheridan? — Yes; and three-fourths of 
the people do so. 

488. I suppose they are chiefly cases of dirty hack 
yards which you get remedied? — Yes ; but I also get 
sewers made. The people in general are very agreeable. 
I have got a good many sewers made. 

489. Do you mean connecting drains with the 
main sewers ? — Yes. The fact is I do not report more 
than one case out of every seven or eight to Dr. 
Sheridan at all. 

490. Do you mean to say that the owners of houses 
made sewers on your requiring them to do so, without 
your bringing the matter before the council at all ? — 
Yes. 

491. Do you find that the poor people, when a 


nuisance exists, are willing to get rid of it? I suppose 
they regard a notice from you as a kind of direction 
which ought to be obeyed? — Some do. Where there 
is sickness and the people are too poor to do what is 
required, I get it done on my own responsibility, anil 
the Corporation hear the expense. When there is 
sickness in any part of the town, the Corporation give 
out lime and brushes, and have the houses whitewashed. 
I disinfect them or else attend and see that it is done 
properly. 

492. Do you ever require any persons suffering from 
infectious disease to be removed to the hospital? — Not 
often. 

493. Do the poorer people here keep pigs in their 
houses? — Some do and some don’t, but generally 
speaking they do. 

494. Generally speaking they do keep pigs in their 
houses? — Yes. Generally speaking. There may he 
some cases in which they do not, hut generally speaking 
they do. They keep pigs, but they keep the place clean. 

495. Did you ever find that they kept pigs or animals 
in the houses in which they themselves live — for that 
is what I mean ? — I did ; hut I took the necessary steps 
and had them removed. 

Town Clerk. — A man named Howe in Abbey-street 
kept a pig up-stairs in the house. 

496. I see amongst the reports many which have 
reference to keeping pigs too near the dwelling-houses. 
Did you report those cases or cause the pigs to he 
removed ? — When they are kept too near the house, or 
if the pig-houses ore not kept clean, I bring the people 
before the bench. 

497. Are the houses of the poorer class of people 
badly off, for want of privies or back yards ? — There 
are privies in some places, but in others there are no 
means of making such. The yards are too small. 

498. Are there many houses without privies ? — The 
greatmajority of thehousesare without privies. 

in the book kept by the sub-sanitary officer since May, 
1875). Nuisances are very often made known to us 
by the people, in informing on each other. If a man 
creates a nuisance one of his neighbours generally 
complains of it. 

499. They are in the habit of making complaints?— 
Yes, and I am very thankful to them for doing so. 
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500. Do you believe, as a result of your obser- 
vation, that tlie state of things in this town, in a 
sanitary point of view, would be improved by 
having a plentiful supply of water '1 — I think there 
is nothing so much required as a supply of water in 
the town. 

501. Would the existence of a proper supply assist 
you in improving the sanitary state of the town 1 — 
It would very much. For instance, there is a meat 
market, and we have not a drop of water for the 
purpose of washing it out. 

502. "Where is the meatmaiket situated ? — At the 
quays. There is no portion of the town requires it 
more. There should be a couple of pumps supplying 
water to wash it out with. 

503. Are there no means of doing that at the 
present time? — No means, except by using the salt 
water. 

504. Do you inspect the slaughter-houses here, and 
in what condition are they ? — I do. They are in a 
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very good condition— they are washed out every day WexrouD. 
after the beasts have been slaughtered. j/«y is, larr. 

505. Do you mean washed out by the owners ? - j [r j oIin 
Yes ; by the owners. I-Icron. 

50G. Have you ever had occasion to report any of 
the slaughter-houses? — I had to bring the doctor to 
one place, not because the slaughter-house was dirty, 
but because the manure was kept there. The 
slaughter-houses are washed out on Saturday morn- 
ings, after Friday’s killing— that is to say they are 
washed out if the water can be got to do it. 

507. What is done if the water cannot be got? — 

They are then swept out. 

508. Is it also your duty to inspect the common 
lodging-houses? — I have not yet got any order to that 
effect, but I do inspect them nevertheless. 

509. Do you mean to say that you inspect them as 
yon inspect other houses, hut not specially as lodging- 
houses? — If I consider they are dirty after I inspect 
them I order them to he whitewashed. 


Dr. Michael J. Sheridan examined. Dr. Michael 

J. Sheridan. 


- 510. Mr. Lawless. — Are you tlie sanitary officer 
of the urban sanitary authority — the Corporation — in 
this town? — Yes. 

511. How long have yon been in that office? — • 
Since they commenced here to work under the Sani- 
tary Acts in the beg innin g of 1875. 

512. Are you well acquainted with the sanitary 
condition of the town ? — I know' it pretty well. I 
would say that the sanitary condition of the town at . 
the present time is very fail-. 

513. Do you refer to tlie health of tlie people ? — 
Yes ; I mean as to the health. 

514. What about the condition of the houses of 
the poorer people — have you occasion to know in 
wliat condition they are ? — Yes. 

515. When you receive reports from the sub- 
sanitary officer do you yourself visit tlie placp re- 
ported? — Yes; on all occasions. 

516. I am informed that there are a great number 
of houses in tlie town which are absolutely without 
any sanitary accommodation? — Yes ; there are a 
great uumber. Duke-street is in a very had state, so 
also are Bride-street and some small houses in tlie 
Faytlie. 

517. Are there any of the houses in those places 
which have sufficient room at their reres to admit of 
privies or water-closets being constructed? — Iu some 
cases the yards ore very small. 

518. Are there not, I suppose there must be, some 
of them in which privies could he built? — Yes ; there 
are. 

519. Have the Corporation, as the sanitary autho- 
rity in the town, done anything to improve the 
state of things existing in regard to want of private 
accommodation ? — I consider they have the power at 
all events. 

520. But do they exercise the powers? — I do not 
think that the matters you have referred to were 
brought before them. 

521. Is it not the duty of the sub-sanitary officer 
to bring those matters before your notice, and your 
duty to report them to the Corporation? — Yes. 

522. Did the sub-sanitary officer do so? — Unless 
something concerning manure he did not. 

523. He has not brought before you any of. those 
cases in which structural alterations would be required 
to he made ? — He has not. 

524. Have you ever in your reports to the sanitary 
authority recommended any privies to be built?— 
No ; I do not think I did anything of that sort at all. 
I only report about nuisances that were required to be 
removed. ' 

525. So that in fact all that has been done here in 
a sanitary point of view has been in the way of 
superficial cleaning and work of that kind? — Yes; 
only cleaning. 


526. That of course is a great deal in itself, hut it 
is not all that would require to be done? — No. 

527. Do you not consider that it is the duty of the 
sanitary authority to go somewhat further than they 
have done — to see what the houses actually require, 
and to make substantial improvements so far as they 
have the means ? — It may he the duty of the sanitary 
authority to do so, but I do not consider that it is 
their fault that it is not done. They are most anxious 
that it should he done, hut the fact is these matters 
are not reported to them. 

528. Do you think it would tend to the preserva- 
tion of tlie public health if it was done? — Yes; I 
consider it would. 

529. Do you find that your reports are promptly 
and fairly acted upon by the sanitary authority? — On 
all occasions. 

530. Have you ever had occasion to complain of 
their not being acted upon ? — I had to do so on one or 
two occasions. I had to make a report with reference 
to the road approaching the river twice. 

531. Was your first report not acted on? — They 
had a meeting about the matter, but still it was not 
cleaned. 

532. Hnd you occasion to report a second time the 
want of a sewer in Green-street ? — I had ; those are 
the only two cases I think, which I had to report a 
second time. Tlie sewer referred to has been made since. 

533. In what way are the houses of the poorer 
people here occupied ? Are they very much crowded ? 
—In some streets they are very much crowded. 

534. I am informed that there is no registration of 
the common lodging-houses? — No ; there is not. 

535. Would it not be an advantage if there was? — 

I consider it would he an advantage. 

536. Don’t you consider it absolutely necessary 
that there should be 1 — I do. 

537. Are you aware why it was that the regulations 
for the lodging-houses were never enforced? — I am 
not aware of the reason. 

538. As regards cases of sickness or infectious 

disease do you find that there axe sufficient means 

available in the first instance, for having the persons, 
sick brought to the hospital ?— I always, so far as I 
am concerned, advise the people to go into the hospital, 
but it is a thing impossible to get them to do it. I 
consider there should be some power given to the 
medical sanitary officer to compel the people to go 
into the hospital. 

539. Supposing you find a case where you consider 
it necessary that the person, should go into the hospital 
and that you find him willing to go, what means have 
you of conveying him to the hospital ? — There is one 
car for the fever cases, and there is another for the 
union hospital. There is a fever hospital, county infir- 
mary, and the union hospital. 
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540. Have you sufficient means at your command 
to have places disinfected ? — Yes. 

541. As a medical man a great deal of responsibility 
devolves upon you in this respect. Are you satisfied 
with the means at your disposal for doing that ? — 
Yes. 

542. Have you ever found in your experience as a 
medical man, any difficulty arising from the want of a 
supply of water ? — We have not a sufficient supply of 
water in the summer time. The poor are then in 
great need of water. 

543. Do you consider the want of a more efficient 
supply of water injurious to the health of the poor in 
this town ! — I consider that a more efficient supply of 
water is required in Wexford. 

544. Were you examined before the Local Govern- 
ment Board Inspector at the inquiry ! — No; I was 
not. 

545! Was there any medical gentlemen examined 
at that inquiry 1 — Not to my knowledge. 

546. I suppose you have very frequently to enter 
the houses of the poor people here, and you see the 
condition in which they are 1 — I am continually going 
into them. 

547. Are you satisfied with the way in which they 
are kept ? — In some cases I may say that the sanitary 
state as regards want of cleanness is fearful. 

548. Has there been since the Sanitary Act came 
into operation here, any improvement in the state of 


things in a sanitary point of view ? — -Yes ; there has 
so far as cleanness is concerned. 

549. Does sickness prevail much in this town! 

We had scarlatina since last August. I think it con- 
tinued in the town till about the 1st of April. 

550. Do epidemic diseases prevail at all 1 — It was 
very hard to get sickness out of the town once it has 
got into it. 

551. I understand there is no public cemetery 
but that there are seven churchyards in the town ? ' * 
Yes, that is so. 

552. Are any of those churchyards overcrowded in 
your opinion ? — I consider there are some two or three 
of them which are in a fearful state. Some of them 
are worse than the others. 

553. Do you consider some of them to be injurious 
to the public health ? — That is my opinion. 

554. Has any attempt been made do you know to 
have any of those places closed? — An attempt was 
made a couple of years ago, but it was resisted. 

555. I understand there was no actual application 
made ? — No, not tothe Local Government Board. With 
reference to the poorer class of people, I think that 
power should be given to the medical officers to 
compel them to go into the hospital. It is a 
disgraceful thing that they should be allowed to keep 
their children at home, when they are attacked by 
infectious disease, to spread it through the town. The 
disease is usually carried from one family to another. 


Mr. William Timpson examined. 


556. Mr. Lawless. — Are you a member of the 
council? — I am. 

557. I believe you were Mayor last year? — Yes. 
With regard to the extension of the borough. I took 
some interest in the matter last year, feeling convinced 
that if we were successful it would reduce the rotes. 
There would be a gain of £70 to the town, after 
paying for the lighting, and the expenses incurred by 
the increased repairs to roads, additional lamps, ancl 
the various costs in connection with it. I take it for 
granted, if we got it passed without opposition, that 
the costs of the Act would be just about £40. If we 
were opposed, the probability is that the matter 
would not be proceeded with, and if we got it without 
any opposition, it would make a difference of a penny 
in the pound on the rating, and it would be going 
hack to the original borough boundary of Wexford. 

558. What do yon mean by the original borough 
boundary ? — I think the old borough boundary is the 
present Parliamentary boundary. The Parliamentary 
boundary is larger now than the municipal boundary. 
That boundary would take in a larger number of 
houses, and probably would bring us about £90 or 
£100 more, but we have only allowed £7 0 after paying 
all the extra expenses. 

559. Are the houses which would be taken in by 
the change of the boundary residences or villas ? — Yes, 
occupied by merchants and gentry. Three gentlemen 
outside the borough boundary mentioned to me that 
they wished to be taken in because they would then 
be entitled to receive a supply of water, which they 
are very badly in want of at present. One of 
these gentlemen has erected a lamp at his own 
expense, and has two pumps, yet, for the sake of 
getting a good supply of water, he would come inside 
the borough. 

560. Have you the calculation made out on paper ? 
— I will make it out. I had it prepared, but the 
Corporation do not -wish to take up the matter imW 
the ratepayers urge them to do so. 

561. Would the extension that you propose apply 
only to one side of the town ? — It would take in all 
the three wards. It would add to all the wards. 

562. Would it be necessary, in your opinion, to 
have a redistribution of the wards? — I think not. 
There would he a nearly equal addition to the 
wards just as they are at present. The- greatest in- 


crease would be on the Selskar and St. Iberius 
wards. 

563. As I understand, the principle on which you 
recommend the proposed extension is that extension 
would bring increase of the borough property, and 
secondly the greater power that the Corporation would 
have of working the town properly as regards sewerage ? 
— Yes; and it would give us additional security 
with regal’d to the money, for the waterworks and 
increased gain to the water rates. Yesterday we 
heard that there was above one and a half miles of 
main sewerage in the town. The Corporation, I hope, 
will compel the people to make connecting drains. 

564. Are you of opinion that a great deal more 
main sewei’age requires to be made ? — I am. If the 
ratepayers do not fight agaiust us and make us pull 
down the rates, we will yet have a system of sewerage 
through the town. I should say that I fully agree 
■with everything that has been said about the scarcity 
of water and the necessity of getting the new supply. 

565. Has auything been done by the Corporation 
(I ask you as a member of the Corporation) with refer- 
ence to the proposed water supply beyond going to the 
expense of getting the plans from Mr. Hawkesley? — 
They have gone through it thoroughly. They were com- 
pelled to go into the question. We have several other 
schemes laid before us from previous years and 
amongst them was the one alluded to yesterday. We 
found after the reservoir was made that Mr. Manning, 
after he came down, would not recommend the 
Government to lend us the money on it. There was 
another scheme to bring two or three small streams 
into the reservoir, but we found that the water was 
being used by some manufacturers who had a right 
and that we could not take it from them. Then 
the inhabitants had a meeting about the matter, and 
a committee from them waited on the Corporation. It 
was under that pressure that the Corporation at 
last took action, because they said that if we did not 
take the matter up they would memorial the Local 
Government Board to give a proper supply of water 
to the town. Then the Corporation took the matter 
up. They wrote to Mr. Hawkesley, and, after visiting 
several places in the neighbourhood which were 
mentioned as places from which the water might be 
obtained, he selected the present one as being the 
best to give the required high pressure for which the 
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•Government would advance tlxe money. He then 
•mve us a plan which would cost £2S,000. This was 
not correct. He gave us another at £18,000, which 
did not include the money for compensation — simply 
the expenses of the works. He could not tell the 
cost of the compensation. The costs were increased 
by the Dublin, Wicklow, and Wexford Railway, but it 
was ultimately cairied, and the compensation which 
they wanted was partly granted to them and partly 
refused. They wanted one-fourth of the rating and 
that was given to them, but only on their own land. 
We then got Mr. Hawkesley to make out working 
plans, giving all the details, with the exception of one, 
which the Local Government Board require — the 
pipe laying through the town. All the streets and 
lanes were to be piped. 

566. What size did he recommend the pipes to be ! 
—The mains through the town were to be 10-inch 
and down to 6-inch, but he had to reduce that estimate 
to 9 inches and down to 4 inches. The Local Govern- 
ment Board now require the plau of the pipes through 
the town, and Mr. Hawkesley has engaged to make 
it out. 

567. You are, I believe, limited as to rating 
powers 1 — Yes, we are ; but it is the impression with 
some of the ratepayers that we can levy any amount 
of rates that we like, but the fact is we cannot go 
beyond Is. Our rates would give security for 
£25,000, and Mr. Hawkesley says that £24,000 
would cover everything. There is a place in Wexford 
called the Faytlxe, in St. Mary’s ward— most of the 
houses are probably valued at from £3 to £5 — and 
the people would have the water at a cost of from 5s. 
to 10s. a year. When any disease visits Wexford no 
other place suffers so much as it, though it is the 
most open and airy part of the town. There is 
neither sewerage nor water there. This is the letter 
from Mr. Hawkesley : — 

“ I will immediately prepare tlie plan of distribution required by 
the Local Government Board, and forward it to them. I have 
already supplied the plan of the pipe laying.” 

56S. What expense has the Corporation incurred 
up to the present with reference to the waterworks ! 
—The actual bill of expenses for so far furnished to 
ns is only £500. I should say, in rough, that amount 
of our expenses for so far was £700. 

569. I mean including Mr. Hawkesley's charges ? — 
It would be certainly under £2,000. Mr. Hawkesley 
says that the supply of water is the purest he has ever 
seen. 

570. Have you had an analysis made by any public 
analyst of the water taken from the source which is 
proposed for the new supply ! — No ; but we all drank 
of the water and found it was pure. 

Town Clerk. — Mr. Hawkesley said it was so good 
that it was not necessary to send it up to he analyzed. 

Witness. — What we got in town was so diluted with 
mud that it was sometimes undrinkable. The foun- 
tains are supplied from the present supply, and some 
of them are so completely dry that they are useless. 
At present we cannot give a supply of water to the 
military barrack. The quarter-master said that he had 
to throw out tubs of water in consequence of the 
amount of animal matter in it. 

571. Will the proposed waterworks supply the 
military barracks'! — Yes; it will supply the whole 
of the town with the exception of some elevated build- 
ings outside the boundary. Mr. Hawkesley hopes to 
supply them also, but he is not certain of being able 
to do so. Every street in the town will get a supply. 
1 would like to see the Sanitary Act better carried out 
here than it is. There is a great want of sewers, and 
of water for flushing sewers. The people come to their 
front door's, and throw the slops into the streets. 
They cannot help doing this of course, and it was 
sometimes very painful to me, when I was mayor, to be 
compelled to fine them for doing it. 


572. Has it ever occurred to any members of the wex»-oiu>. 
sanitary authority to send carts about — adopt the pail May is, isr;. 
system — for the purpose of preventing that ! — It was Mr William 
spoken of here at one time, but it was found that the ximpson. 
cost was too heavy. I advocated tubs instead of ash- 
pits. The shopkeepers instead of putting the sweep- 
ings into the street should put them into the tubs, and 

then the scavengers could carry them away. 

573. Don’t you think it would be an advantage if 
the Corporation did that! — Well, it would “Bell the 
cat.” There is also some clauses of the Towns Im- 
provement Act that the Corporation do not enforce, 
such as the building clauses — compelling persons about 
to build to submit the plans of the houses to the town 
surveyor. It would be very useful if those clauses 
were put in force here. 

574. Those clauses, as I understand, were never put 
in force in Wexford!-— No ; I brought the matter up 
last year, hut it was allowed to drop through. 

575. There are very important clauses iu the Act 
with reference to providing privies in the houses 1 — I 
do not press the matter, as I had in the first instance 
consulted the Council, and did not like to go against 
them. It would be very wise to have those clauses 
enforced in this town. It would be better for the 
landlord to make proper sanitary arrangements in the 
house when he was building it than to be compelled 
to make alterations, and do it afterwards. 

576. Do you receive any opposition in your en- 
deavours to have the building clauses of the Act 
enforced from any builders who were members of the 
Council 1 — They were not members of the Council who 
were building houses. 

577. T-Tnfl yon in your view any particular building 
that was then going on! — Yes; there were some 
buildings being erected iu Now-street. I would also 
advocate strongly that there should be parapets for 
stoppiug the falling of slates from the houses. It is 
very dangerous when there are no parapets on the 
houses in stormy weather. We have had cases here 
of very narrow escapes from being killed from falling 
slates. 

578. That matter would he, more or less, under the 
control of the Corporation and the town surveyor ! — It 
is hard sometimes to get out of an old beaten track, but 
once the first move is made it becomes easy enough. 

Mr. MacDonncll handed in the following report : — 


“ There are seven miles of streets to be kept in repair within the 
borough. Till recently they were very much neglected. The centre 
of the roatlway was worn away and rendered concave, and the water 
tables were useless for the drainage of the surface water. The foot- 
paths were iu a dilapidated state, so that foot passengers preferred 

• taking the road. More than a year ago we made a new road forty 
feet wide to take the place of aa old crooked one called the Bolier. 
About the commencement of this year we made a covered sewer 
through Green-street, where an offensive open sewer existed for 
vears • as also a new footpath. We made a footpath in John-street 
with granite kerbing and screened gravel; another at Wigram-place ; 
as also a pined sewer and other improvements ; repaired kerbing, 
and gravelled footpath in Upper George-street ; repaired footpath 
at Beilmond-road, and gravelled same; repaired footpaths along 
Trinitv-street and 'William-street, and gravelled same ; repaired 
the sea wall at Trinity-street, and filled and gravelled the low places 
which held pools of water, and secured the drainage of some; re- 
paired Summer-hill footpath, and footpath in Waterloo-road; re- 
paired water tables in several streets; made new footpaths in Upper 
Bride-street, with kerbing; and at the lower end of Boher, and m 
the Folly-road. The footpath in the Distillery-road was kerbed 
and gravelled, which was a desideratum, as it is a leading outlet of 
the town. 5Ve metalled and gravelled Maudlintown-road, which 
was a great eye-sore, hut is now a good thoroughfare ; repaired and 
gravelled footpath in the Faythe ; repaired the drainage of Corn- 
market by setting new grates and other improvements; we set 
two new grates in Wigram-place, five in John-street, one in Old 
Pound, two in Rossiter’s-terrace, f three in Green-street, two in 
Distillery-road, one in Waterloo-road, one in Summer-hill, and one 

• near the' College gate, two in Batt’s-street, one at the Bullring, and 
one at the foot of Gibson’s-street. The repairs of all the streets, 
lanes, and footpaths, breaches in sewers, &c., have been attended to. 
We have also set two grates at Redmond-place ; we built a tower 
on the parliamentary boundary in place of the windmill stump at 
Windmill-lull ; we overhauled and built King-street bridge. 

11 (Signed), Nicholas MacDonnell, 

“Town Surveyor, Wexford. 

“ 14th May, 1877.” 
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Wexford. 
May 15, 1877. 
Rev. Michael 


The Reverend Michael Yicary examined. 


(Witness hands in Wheeler’s map of premises re- 
covered by the Corporation, with the names of 
witnesses.) 

579. Mr. Lawless. — Do yon mean that this is a 
map of the property recovered by the Corporation 
from 1850 to 1855? — The leases of the Corporation 
and all the valuable documents were destroyed in the 
year 1798. The books are marked ABC. 

580. Which books? — The books of the Corporation. 
The old books of the Corporation were destroyed in 
1798, and so also were two-thirds of the leases, and 
very few of the valuable documents remain. There 
was a lease in 1774 of Coolcots, and one in 1732 for 
ninety-one years, so that it expired in the year 1821. 

581. It appeai-s that Mr. Lacey, the treasurer, took 
proceedings which resulted in securing the title of the 
Corporation in these lands of Coolcots ? — Yes ; at the 
time my father became Town Clerk, the rental of the 
corporate property was only £100, and it is far more 

582. It was £147 at the time of the report of the 
Commissioners of 1835 ? — In the year 1812 there were 
£10 or £12 taken from the rent of George Harrison 
Reid. 

583. So I see. “ At a meeting of Council on the 
29th June, last” (it would be very difficult to find out 
what year that meant), it was resolved at that meet- 
ing, in consideration of the expenditure of a sum of 
money on the land by George Harrison Reid, to reduce 
his rent from £35 13s. to £25 yearly. The tenant had 
a lease for 999 years, and the Corporation at the same 
time considered that the expenditure of a sum of 
money for the improvement of the premises would be 
of advantage to the Corporation? — It should have been 
the other way, the rent should have been increased 
instead of decreased. 

5S4. Mr. Lacey. — There has been an increase of 
£117 and £68 since that. 

Witness. — A lease was made in 1772 to Emilia 
Betts, for 900 years at £5 5s. a year, Ii'ish, and it is 
now worth £100 a year or more to the lessee. Itcon- 
tains about thirty acres. It is part of Coolcots. It is 
adjoining Coolcots. When the Coi'poration on two 
occasions endeavoured to recover a valuable piece near 
that last mentioned, which was let for a term some- 
thing under 100 years in 17S6, they failed. About 
the year 1810 opinion of counsel was taken as regards 
Emilia Betts’ lands. Counsel agreed that it would be 
madness to proceed for the reason that the charters 
gave the Corporation unlimited power. 

Mr. Lacey. — There was a committee appointed at 
the time he alludes to, who because the rents were so 
low, and that so much injustice was done to the rate- 
payers thereby, took the opinion of counsel Mr. 

Brewster — and he said it was useless to proceed. 

585. Of course that opinion applied entirely to 


alienations made before the year 1S36? Yes • it was 

long before that period. 

586. There was a statute enacted then that prohibited 
alienation, and that was the reason I asked yesterday 
for any disposition of property made in the interval 
between the years 1836 to September 1S40. I find 
but one letting made in the year 1839. 

Town Clerk. — I can give you three or four now. 

587. Mr. Lawless. — There is one to David Robinson 
for ninety-one years, and the rent appears to be 
reasonable enough. It was made in the prohibited 
time, and consisted of 10 a. 2r. Irish at the yearly rent 

Witness. — That was a fair rent for it, with regard to 
the piece of ground sold for a burial-ground. I may 
say that it was also part of Colcotts, part of Mr. 
France’s holding, who sold it to the Poor Law Com- 
missioners, and gave the greater portion of the premium 
that he got to the Corporation, and they agreed to 
reduce his rents in proportion to the value of the 
severance. 

588. Was the assent of the Lords of the Treasury 
given to that? — Yes. 

589. Was that a portion of the W indmill Hills? 

No. 

590. I think it was stated yesterday that there 
was some portion of the Windmill Hill sold for the 
sum of £300. 

Mr. Lacey. — That was for Tait’s school. 

The Mayor. — That got the sanction of the Lords of 
the Treasury. 

591. Mr. Lawless. — Do you know how that £300 
was applied ? Did it go into the borough fund ? 

The Mayor . — Decidedly it went into the borough 
fund ; there is no mistake about that. 

Mr. Lacey . — That was one of the holdings I re- 
covered for the Coi'poration by the searches, and we 
were paid £8 a year for it, but when the trustees of 
Tait’s school made application to the Corporation, it 
was sold for £300, which went into the borough 
fund. 

Witness . — The old Corporation up to about the 
year 1800, made ducks and drakes of the property, 
but the action of the Corporation in the present 
century was different, all the members of it, and the 
officers as well, did what they could to improve the 
state of affairs as regards the property. 

592. Mr. Lawless. — You mean, I suppose, that the 
Corporation did their duty from the year 1800 to 
the year' 1840? — Yes. 

Mr. Lacey. — The old Corporation previous to 1800 
robbed the people. 

Witness . — I find that there was a lease made about 
the year 1840, of three roods, at the yearly rent 
of 7s. 6 d. 

593. For what term ? — I cannot say exactly ; I think 
it was for 999 years. 


Mr. John 
Hinton. 


Mr. John Hinton examined. 


594. Mr. Lawless. — You, I believe, have been 
Mayor of Wexford? — Yes, I have been a number of 
years a member of the Town Council, and in the year 
1870 I was elected Mayor. 

595. Do you wish to give any evidence upon any 
subject of the present inquiry? — In my capacity of 
member of the Council, for the last fifteen or sixteen 
years, I wish to say something as regards the in- 
sufficiency of the present supply of water. It has been 
generally complained of, and application was made to 
the Corporation to have it improved in some way or 
other. Representation was made by some one outside 
the Council that water was to be got in the 
neighbourhood, and in the year 1870, when I presided 
as mayor, I asked the members and officers of the 
Corporation to go and examine the different sources 
from which it was said the supply could be got. A 
minute examination of all the places spoken of in the 


neighbourhood of the town was then made, but none 
of them were found satisfactory — they all failed. 
Wherever there was a considerable supply of water we 
were prevented from touching it by some existing 
rights, and I came to the conclusion that all the 
proposed places had failed, and that we had no 
alternative but for to go in for a large scheme. The 
movements with regard to getting a better water 
supply did not originate with the Corporation, but 
with the inhabitants generally. I hold in my hand 
the minutes of a meeting that was held on . the 
subject. 

596. A meeting of ratepayers ? — Yes. The'meeting 
was held in the year 1874, and a deputation was 
appointed to wait on the Corporation and demand 
that a more plentiful supply of water should be pro- 
vided for the people. The deputation also said that 
if the Corporation did not do so, the people would 
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take the matter into their own hands. A meeting of 
the Corporation was called for the purpose of conferring 
with the deputation appointed by the ratepayers, and 
seeing what could be done. 

397. By whom was the meeting of the Corporation 
ca ll ec l 1 — That was done on the Mayor’s requisition, 
issued in September, 1S7 4. Amongst the names of 
the gentlemen who appeared on that deputation ap- 
pointed by the ratepayers, I find the name of Mr. 
Hickey, Collector of Customs, and I find that Mr. 
Chandler, who appeared before you here yesterday 
evening, also signed in favour of the requisition. I 
find this resolution passed by the Council, on the 11th 
September, 1S74: — 

“That having heard the statement of the deputation representing 
a meeting of ratepayers asking for an increased supply of water, 
that the recommendation contained in the letter of the Local 
(iovermnent Board, of the 2 (ith August, 1874, in reply to a letter 
from the Council, be adopted; and that Mr. Hawlcsley be employed 
to inspect the town and its vicinity, and to report on the best means 
of procuring a supply of water, and to give plans and estimates of 
the probabie coat, and that Mr. Hawksley be at once written to 
asking for his charges for these services. Previous to the passing 
of the foregoing resolution, Alderman Walsh read the resolutions 
passed by the Committee appointed by the inhabitants, in one of 
which it was said that the inhabitants would not be satisfied with 
any plan for supplying a less quantity of water than 360,000 gallons 
per day." 

The following is a document, dated tlie 17th February, 
1854, which was, before the waterworks came into 
our hands, directed to the Secretary of the then 
Pipe Water Corporation, signed by two highly re- 
spectable gentlemen in the town, who were very large 
ratepayers : — 

‘•Dear Sib, — B eing for some time past, in common with 
a large proportion of the inhabitants, unable to obtain even the 
usual small quantity of pipe water, we have been forced to turn our 
attention to the means of augmenting the present inadequate supply, 
and being prepared to submit a measure of much importance for 
the consideration of the Pipe Water Corporation, we beg that 
you will have the goodness to call a meeting of that body at an 
earl} - date." 

And it is signed by the proprietor of White’s Hotel and 
by Mr. Walker. In the year 1870 the wantof waterwas 
very badly felt, when we had very limited means at our 


disposal, and I had endeavoured as far as possible to re- 
move the evil, and I may mention one particular dis- 
trict — Duke-street, near which there are two or three 
churches, and T was told by a clergyman, that the 
street was seldom without some epidemic or other. 
By the assistance of a member of the Corporation, we 
constructed a very valuable sewer in that street, and 
afterwards when we had forced them to get the town 
separated from the Grand Jury, there was almost no 
sickness in that street. ' In 1870 I had prepared a 
scheme which I laid before the Grand Jury, and asked 
that the town should he separated from the barony of 
Forth, inasmuch as the Grand Jury refused to give 
much money to the town. They refused to give us 
any assistance so far as sewerage was concerned. 

59S. Was it to have necessary sewerage made that 
you made the application to the Grand Jury! — Yes. 
I may also say that having consulted with tlie magis- 
trates that presided in the courts here, and the clergy- 
men of the town, as well as the greater part of the in- 
habitants, I endeavoured to have the Towns Improve- 
ment Act adopted, and after considerable difficulty 
we agreed to do so by a majority of two to one. In 
the year 1870, a cry was got up in the town about 
lai'ge taxation, but I found that in many cases it was 
got up by people who had invested money in small 
tenements, and who did not like to pay taxes for 
supplying water to the occupiers of their houses. 

599. Do you not think it important that the regu- 
lations with regard to common lodging houses should 
he put in force here ! — I think so. 

600. And also that the building clauses of the 
Towns Improvement Act, which require that houses 
should lie built on a plan subject to the approval of 
the corporate body, should be put into operation! — I 
think so, because it would ensure proper sanitary pre- 
cautions being taken. 

601. Mr. Lawless (to Mr. Lacey, treasurer). — Has 
there, within your recollection, been any fund distri- 
buted in charity by the Corporation! — There has 
not, to my recollection. 


Mr. Robert Sparrow examined. 


602. Mr. Lawless. — Are you a member of the 
Corporation 1 — No, I am not. 

603. Are you a ratepayer! — Yes. 

604. Do you wish to make any statement with re- 
ference to the affairs of the Corporation ! — Yes. I wish 
to say something with reference to the affairs of the 
town generally, and especially with regard to the taxes. 
It is the taxation I wish to refer to. In the month of 
September last we formed a society in Wexford 
called the Taxpayers Protection Society. 

605. Are you the hon. secretary of that Taxpayers 
Protection Society! — I am. The object of forming 
the society was to ascertain the amount of taxation 
paid under the different headings, and to see how it 
was applied. 

606. To see what value you got for the taxes you 
paid ! — Yes, that was our object. We conceived we 
were taxed very highly, and that there were many of 
those taxes of which we could not understand the 
purpose for which they were levied, more particularly 
the poor rate. 

607. I am afraid I must exclude any consideration 
of it as it is not a municipal tax! — Well, I just men- 
tion it ; the poor rate, and also the Grand Jury cess. 
Our object was to look after the way in which the 
taxes were received, and what then was done with 
them, and how we could, if possible, have them re- 
duced. 

608. Will yon have the kindness to confine your 
observations to the municipal taxes, and to leave out 
all reference to the poor law taxation, and the appli- 
cation of the rate, which goes to county at large pur- 
poses !— That last is one of the matters to which we 
wish to draw your attention particularly, because we 
conceive we are paying a large sum of money and we 
get no account of how it is expended. There appears 


to be about ,£1,000 a year paid in to Mr. Wynne, the 
secretary of the Grand Jury, and that is all we know 
or hear about it. 

609. According to tlie accounts for tins year, do you 
mean! — One year it was £1,000. 

610. So far as I can make out it will be less next 
year, and last year there was paid to the Grand Jury 
as proportion of county cess and unexpired contracts 
the sum of £S02 10s. 8c!. ! — Yes ; but we do not know 
for what that sum of money is levied, because we have 
uo presentment sessions belonging to the town of Wex- 
ford. We are not called on. as ratepayers to look into 
this tax before it is assessed, and we do not know 
what it is for. 

611. Yon object to the mode in which the sum of 
money applied for county at large purposes is ascer- 
tained! — Decidedly. 

612. It is not ascertained by the Corporation! — We 
have asked the Corporation for an explanation about 
it. I asked for the accounts ; Mr. O’Leary can tell 
vou that I did ; and he furnished me with a memo- 
randum showing the amount of money paid, and then 
said that if I went to Mr. Wynne he could give me 
whatever information I wanted. 

613. I think that was the only answer it was 
possible for Mr. O’Leary to give to you!— My only 
reason for referring to that matter is for the purpose 
of showing you that we were looking into everything 
and toying to get all the information we possibly could. 
Another matter I was to bring under your notice is 
the fact that there is not a single cesspayer of the 
town of Wexford represented at the barony of Forth. 
There is not a single Wexford person amongst the 
associated cesspayers. The sum of money which has 
been collected for the county cess this year is 2s. in 
the pound, and the barony of Forth, from which we 
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Wexfobd. have been separated, is paying only Is. 1<M. in the 

■J lay 15, 18"T. pound. 

Mr Robert Town Clerk. — It is more than that. It is Is. lid. 

Sparrow. 614. Witness. — We are therefore paying more in 

the pound than we would if we were still connected 
with the barony. 

615. Is the sum of Is. 1(M. that you mentioned for 
the entire year ? — It is. 

616. And therefore you say you are paying Id. or 
2d. in the pound more than if you were connected 
with the barony l — Yes ; and besides that we are 
paying Is. in the pound for the collection of it, whereas 
in the barony of Forth the charge for collection is 
only 10d., so that in fact we are paying 4d. in the 
pound more than if we were still connected with the 
barony. 

617. In fact you complain of the arrangements 
made in and by the Provisional Order Act of 1873 1 — 
Yes. 

Mr. Timpson. — Mr. Sparrow leads you astray as to 
the amount to be paid for the collection. 

618. Mr. Lawless (to witness). — Do you say that 
it is Is. in the pound, and in the barony it is only 
lOd. 1— Yes. 

619. And that yon pay for collection 2d. in the 
pound more than they do in the barony ? — Yes, we 
pay 4d. in the pound more than they do. I wish to 
say something with respect to the water question. I 
should like to have it clearly understood that the cess- 
payers of Wexford, so far as I represent them, wish in 
every possible way to have a proper supply of water 
for the town. It is their wish to encourage efforts in 
that direction in every way they can ; we never op- 
posed the giving of water to the town ; we only op- 
pose the extravagant expenditure that is attempted to 
be made in getting water. 

620. As far as I have seen of the records of the Corpo- 
ration they prove to me that the ratepayers have been 
asking for the water supply ? — We are asking for the 
water, but we don’t want to get it by the present pro- 
posed plan, because it is an extravagant one, and an 
enormously expensive one, and one that will swamp 
us with debt. The question was lirst started with Mr. 
Hawksley who seems to be a favourite, and who seems 
to be worthy of being so, as he is a man of great talent. 
In fact, our idea is that he is too great a man for our 
very small means, for we only number 12,000 inhabi- 
tants. If we could get the water at a lower price we 
would be glad to have it, but the idea of our paying 
.£30,000 for water when the town is already supplied 
(for I say that if the water was properly saved at pre- 
sent there would be a supply for culinary purposes), is 
perfectly absurd, though we ax-e wanting it very badly 
for sanitary purposes. The water we have at pre- 
sent is very pure. We might not have a sufficient 
rush of water to put out fires, but if the water was 
saved, and the sources at present in existence were 
looked after properly, we would be pretty well off. 
Mr. Hawksley at first- proposed to supply us with 
water at a cost of ,£14,000, and afterwards Mr. Green, 
who was the mayor, said that £2,000 might be taken 
off that. 

621. When was Mi'. Hawksley’s first proposal? — 
It was in the year 1863 or 1864. 

622. Was he consulted so far back as that? — He was. 

623. And his estimate, you say, was £14,000? — 
Yes. He was in Waterford at the time and came over 
here. His offer was made somewhere about that date. 

624. And did he afterwards alter his estimate to 
£16,000 or £18,000? — There were other estimates 
made ; one was for £7,000 and another for £9,500, 
and those sums were considered so much under Mr. 
Hawksley’s that we threw the whole of it overboard. 

625. Were you a member of the Corporation then ? 
— No. I have never been a member of the Corpo- 
ration. 

626. Because you say you threw it overboard ? — Of 
course I speak for the townspeople. Since the Cor- 
poration was changed I had nothing to do with it. 

627. You say Mr. Hawksley made that estimate of 
£14,000 about the year 1864? — Yes. 


628. Do you object to the expense of the proposed 

works now ? — Yes ; in consequence of their cost bein« 
so much beyond what we conceive we are able to pav 
for. 1 ^ 

629. Will you tell me whether the work for which 
Mr. Hawksley, in 1864 or 1865, estimated the cost to 
be £14,000 is the same as that now contemplated to 
be done ? — The water is the same. 

630. Do you mean that the source of supply is the 
same ? — Yes ; and the running stream was the same 
as he at present estimated for. The water is the same 
but it is not at the same level that he has estimated 
for. We understand that his first estimate was fox- 
bringing the water from Leared’s mill, but that now it 
is from a distance up the mountain. 

631. Further back you mean? — Yes; and at a 
greater height. 

632. Is the scheme somewhat more extensive than 
that proposed in the year 1864 ? — It is less extensive 
if you consider only the quantity of water to be ob- 
tained, but it is more extensive with regard to its bein<r 
raised higher. 

633. Will thei-e be a greater power of gravitation 
by the plan now proposed ? — Yes. 

634. Was the difference between £16,000 or 
£18,000 and £14,000 caused by having to go further 
back for the soux-ce, and by the increased price of mate- 
i-ials ? — The increase in the price of matexials is not so 
much, but the cost of going further back for the water is 
very considerable. 

635. Is there anything else you wish to say ? A 
good deal of what you referred to is now closed by 
the Provisional Oi-der of December, 1875 ? — Then I’il 
confine my observations to mattei-s since 1875, since 
which we had from Mi-. Hawksley three different esti- 
mates for the water supply. We had an estimate for 
£16,000, and we vmdei-stand there was another for 
£18,000 and one for £20,000, and now within the 
last few days we have one for £24,000. 

636. Have you seen that estimate? — I have seen, 
it in the newspapers that he now wants £24,000. 

I undei-stand that the requirement has gone up to 
the Local Government Board only for £20,000, but 
now it is to be tx-iecl to get £24,000 or £25,000 to 
carry the woi-ks out. We as taxpayers consider that 
we must look into this matter and see how this money 
is to be repaid, and also in fact to see what we do 
pay. We get neither estimates nor specification laid 
before us and we are quite at a loss to know in what 
way the money is expended. We want water and 
ai-e willing to pay a fair price for it, but we don’t 
want to pay so much as they wish to expend on it. 

637. But thei-e is where the Provisional Order 
comes in. The Corporation have got powers under it 
to levy rates — one a domestic water rate of Is. in 
the poimd, and one a public water rate of 6d. 
Beyond that they cannot possibly go ? — Not unless 
they get another Act of Pai-liament. 

638. But under their px-esent powers they cannot 
go beyond the rates I have mentioned. Those are ' 
the powers of the Corporation so far as rating is 
concerned, -and beyond that they cannot go? — But 
those l'ates I think cannot possibly amount to the- 
sum of money i-equired to pay the interest on the 
loan. 

639. If it does not the Commissioners won’t give 
the money? — That I am not certain of, and it is one 
of the reasons why we are so anxious to lay the 
particulars of the matter before you, because we 
conceive that the Public Works Commissioners 
won’t grant the money unless they see they have 
fair security for it. If it is sufficient they are 
satisfied. We don’t make any objection to having 
the water and don’t object to the rates ; what we 
want to do is to make sure that we won’t hereafter 
be taxed to a larger amount to pay the money. 

640. Under the present powers they cannot impose- 
a larger tax than a domestic rate of Is., and a public rate- 
of Od. in the poimd ?— -Those rates won’t give more 
than £600 a year. I have made a calculation and 
know that. 
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641 . If that be your opinion tbe Corporation cannot 
have been very extravagant, because they might easily 
have asked for greater powers? — I am not saying 
anything against the Corporation ; but I do not see 
why we should go into debt that we are not able to pay. 

642. That will have to be taken into consideration 
when considering the amount of money they are to 
borrow! — That money won’t be paid off until this 
rate is struck, and I hope the rate won’t be struck 
simply for that purpose. 

643. I have been just now handed a copy of the 
IP exford Constitution of the 5th May, setting out 
iu full a letter signed by you, written on behalf of 
the Wexford Taxpayers’ Protection Society, to the 
Local Government Board. Have you seen the report, 
and did you write and send the letter there set out to 
the Local Government Board ? — Yes, the report is 
quite correct. I wrote and sent that letter. 

644. The Town Clerk. — The Local Government 
Board sent it to the Corporation. 

645. Mr. Lawless. — Now I must say that there 
ai-e very important and serious charges contained in 
that letter. I think it would be fair for you to verify 
them, and if you cannot do so, to withdraw them. You 
say, for instance, “ There is no security to give for 
this sum of £20,000 ” (proposed to be borrowed by the 
Corporation) “except a heavy tax on your already 
over-taxed holdings;” and you also say, “We hope to 
show that those statements now made are correct.” 
Do you mean before this Commission ? — Yes. 

646. Did you receive any answer from the Local 
Government Board to that letter 1 — No. 

647. You conclude your letter by saying, “We 
hope to show that those statements made now are 
correct.” Now here is one of them : — 

a 'We have good reason to believe a considerable portion of this 
money applied for, will be required by the Corporation to pay 
debts already incurred by them, as they pledged or mortgaged all 
their property, rents, and taxes, for years to come, for moneys taken 
up and spent on schemes that we taxpayers derive no benefit 
from." 

That appears to be a very serious charge. Can you 
verify it? — Part of that you heard verified already. 
There is .£2,000 laid out already. 

648. There is, as 1 understand, a liability of £2,000 
already incurred? — Yes, and that is what is meant by 
this statement. 

649. Is that all that you meant to express by this 
charge against the Corporation, by saying that they 
mortgaged or pledged their property, <&c., for moneys 
spent on schemes from which the ratepayers derived 
no benefit? — And you will find there is property 
mortgaged — any documents in the possession of the 
treasurer, belonging to the Corporation, at present 
show that it had been pledged to raise £400 and was 
afterwards pledged to raise £1,000. 

650. Are those the only two sums that you can 
point out as having been raised by the Corporation on 
a mortgage of then property, because it is a very 
grave charge to send against the Corporation to the 
Local Government Board, and you write— 

“ We have good reason to believe a considerable portion of this 
money applied for, will be required by tlie Corporation to pay 
debts already incurred by them, as they pledged or mortgaged all 
their property, rents, and taxes, for years to come, for moneys 
taken up and spent on schemes that we taxpayers derive no 
benefit from." 

That is a deliberate charge of an intention to misapply 
the money borrowed. Can you substantiate that 
charge ? — I did not say they would apply it to any 
illegal purpose. 

651. Their applying the money to any purpose 
other than that for which it was borrowed would be 
applying it to an illegal purpose. Every one of the 
members of the Corporation would be individually and 
personally liable for it 1 — This money I have mentioned 
has been expended, or is to be paid out of it, in the 
first instance. 

652. The expenses they incurred in parliamentary 
matters about the waterworks of course must be paid, 


and you admit it is necessary to set out by incurring Wexfoud. 
some parliamentary expenses. I fail to see on what Ma y is, 1 877, 
grounds your apprehensions rest, and on what grounds J[r Kol)er , 
you brought this very serious charge against the Sparrow. 
Corporation. I am perfectly willing to receive any 
evidence in support of the charges in your letter. If 
you can show me that there are any well-grounded 
apprehensions of the Corporation getting this £25,000 
for the waterworks for something else, I’ll have it 
taken down and sent in with the other evidence. Can 
you now adduce any? — We want to have a thorough 
investigation of every item. We got no accounts with 
reference to this money, and we don’t know anything 
about it, though we have asked Mr. O’Leaiy about it. 

653. When the Corporation get the money they 
will, I presume, expend the necessary portion of it in 
paying the expenses of obtaining the Provisional Order, 
and having it continued, but they will have to account 
for every shilling of it? — We have asked for several 
explanations and we cannot get them ; that is one of 
the reasons for our making those insinuations. 

654. I do not think that justifies the insinuation. 

If you had said “ We, the taxpayers of Wexford, are 
not satisfied because we required the Corporation to 
fu rnish us with explanations, which explanations they 
would not give ; then the Local Government Board 
might have acted in a very different way, instead of 
sending down this letter of yours to the Corporation 
of Wexford, in doing which, I think, if I am at liberty 
to express my opinion, they acted very properly, because 
it contained a very serious charge against the Corpora- 
tion. I agree with you in saying that the subject is a 
vei-y important one. The expenditure of £25,000 on 
works which you admit to he of great importance to the 
town, is a subject of very great importance, and I do 
not suppose tbe Corporation will object to your looking 
very closely into it ? — It was not my intention to im- 
pute anything dishonest to the Corporation, but only 
wished to say that they are not acting to us iu a 
straightforward manner, while at the same time we 
ai - e obliged to pay the money. 

655. Did you give evidence or were you examined 
before the Local Government Inspector when he held 
the inquiry here ? — I was not exactly examined before 
liim, but we employed a solicitor to represent us. 

656. Were you represented at the inquiry ? — Yes. 

657. Were the ratepayers’ association represented 
or you individually ? — It was a number of the rate- 
payers who were represented by a solicitor — a number 
of us who agreed to employ a solicitor. 

658. Were there any witnesses examined ? Who 
was the officer that came down here ? Was it Mr. 

Robinson ? — Yes. 

659. Were there any witnesses examined on the part 
of those gentlemen who employed the solicitor ? — Yes. 

660. Were you one of them ? — Yes/ 

661. Do you put forward the same views to Mr. 

Robinson that you have expressed to me? — The 
pith of them is just the same. Our object was to ex- 
plain that we were not against having a proper supply 
of water, but only against paying too much for it. 

662. Did you know at the time that it was contem- 
plated that the Corporation should have power of 
levying a Is. rate for domestic and 6 d. for public pur- 
poses ? — The matter was discussed ; it was said at one 
time that 3d. was sufficient instead of 6 cl. 

663. Was it not after that discussion that the Local 
Government Board passed the Provisional Order fixing 
the rates at Is. and 6d. 1—1 should suppose so. I do 
not know exactly what was the result at that time. 

664. Did it not result in the Provisional Order of 
2nd December, 1875 ? — I know it was discussed at all 
events. 

665. Is there any other matter to which you wish to 
re fe r ?_I do not think there is. It was suggested by 
some of our people that we should ask to he allowed to 
cross-examine the witnesses, but the investigation now 
made has been of that fair kind that I do not think it 
is necessary to do so. 
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Mr. Joseph 
Walsh. 


Mr. Joseph Walsh examined. 


666. Mr. Lawless; — You are tlie mayor of Wexford? 

— Yes. I want to correct some of the mistakes made 
by Mr. Sparrow with regard to the county cess since 
Wexford was separated from the county ; in the year 
1874 the rate in lieu of county cess levied by us was 
only Is. Gd. in the pound, and the county cess for that 
year levied in the barony of Forth was Is. and 

in 1875 the town ccs3 was 2s., and the barony of Forth 
was 2s. In 1876 the barony of Forth was about Is. lOd. 
or a little over, and in Wexford the cess was 2s. There 
is another matter I wish to refer to. Since we have been 
made into a separate barony several instances occurred 
in wliich the Grand J ury presented for malicious injuries, 
and the town is not represented on the Grand Jury. 

667. Do you mean for malicious injuries done within 
the municipal limits? — Yes, and levied by the Grand 
J ury, and we have no representation. This might turn 
out a very serious matter if any large transaction 
occurred. 

668. Yes, I quite sec the meaning of that. Your 
complaint is that the townspeople are excluded from 
all representation on the Grand Jury ? — Yes, and we 
have to pay our contribution towards keeping up every 
mail-road in the county. With regard to the water- 
works, Mr. Sparrow said he appeared for some rate- 
payers before Mr. Robinson. I was one of the rate- 
payer's who were joined with him then; at present he 
represents the ratepayers’ association, which only in- 
cludes a very small portion of the rating in Wexford. 

669. What case did you wish to present to Mr. 
Robinson, or desire to have made before him ? — My 
object was to prevent the rates from being any higher 
than they are at present. Mot to have them over 2s., 
and we succeeded in doing so. The expenses incurred 
by the Corporation, for which accounts have been sent 
in, amount to £597 17a. 8 d. which includes everything 
that Mr. Sparrow referred to (and unless he be blind 
he mu3t have seen it in the papers) except our solici- 
tor’s account, a small account for printing, Mr. Ryan, 
the valuator’s account, and Mr. Hawksley’s account. 

670. Do you mean to say that the preliminary ex- 
penses will exceed £2,000 ? — I do not think they will. 

671. Have you got any account from Mr. Hawksley ? 

No. There was never any estimate from Hawksley 

except the one of £16,500. 


672. I was £ 


* g to ask you about that?— I Dever 

T” 4 , of ?!’ nt ™ *» laying the nines 

through all the town with the exception of a few unin 
habited lanes, and any further expense would he for 
the purpose of purchasing land, and the parliamentarv 
expenses that we have gone to. 


673. How is the cost of the land and water rights 
to be ascertained? — By arbitration. They got Mi- 
Fish bourne down to arbitrate. In pursuance of a 
resolution of the Corporation the other day we simplv 
asked the Local Government Board to give us an 
advance of £25,000 to complete the tiling instead of 
£20,000 on our security. We have security of Is. Gt7 
which would give security for £24,000, without touch- 
ing the rates of tlie town. 

Mr. Sparrow.— I should like to see that calculation. 

674. Mr. Lawless (to Witness ).— Do you propose to 
get £25,000 to cover every expense ?— In fact I take 
the meaning of the letter of the Local Government 
Board to mean this, “ You want £20,000, but it won’t 
cover the expense, and you must get more.” We 
cannot charge more than Is. Gd. in the pound. We 
may safely leave it to the Board of Works. I wish 
they would give us £50,000 on the same security. 

675. With reference to the property that was sold 
to the trustees of Tait’s Charity, was there ever any 

charity administered here by the Corporation ? I was 

not in the Corporation at the time, but Alderman 
Green can tell you about it. There was a charity left 
by a gentleman named Tait, and there was a sum of 
money left in the funds to establish a school. The 
matter came before tlie Lord Chancellor in the year 
1866 or 1S67, and he appointed a means of admini- 
strating it. 


676. Was it administered by the Corporation? 

.Never by this Corporation. 

677. Was not this charity administered by the old 
Corporation? 


Mr. Ryan . — I was the solicitor to the present Cor- 
poration when the question arose as to who should be 
the trustees. 

678. Mr. Lawless (to Mr. Ryan ). — Had tlie charity 
passed out of the hands of the Corporation then ?— Yes. 


Mr. O’Leary. 


Mr. O’Leary, Towi 

679. Mr. Lawless. — What do you wish to say Mr. 
O’Leary ? — Mr. Sparrow said that no one could give 
him information as to the proportion of Grand Jury 
cess levied in the town, and I make it my business 
every year to examine the abstract of account, and see 
that ic is correct, which I do by simply employing the 
rule of three. 

680. What abstract do you mean ? — I mean the 
Grand Jury abstract. 

681. That sent to you by Mr. Wynne? — Yes. I 


Clerk, re-examined. 

have no other means of kno wing anything about it, 
and every other ratepayer in tlie county lias the same. 

682. Do you satisfy yourself that the amount 
claimed by the Grand Jury eveiy year is the just 
proportion of county at large charges payable by the 
town?— Yes. 

683. Did you ever refuse to give any information 
to Mr. Sparrow on this subject at any time 1 — No, in- 
deed. 

Mr. Sparrow . — He had not it in his power to give 
it to me, because Mr. Wynne bad not given it to him. 


Mr. Ja3per 
Walsh. 


Mr. Jaspar Walsh examined. 


684. Mr. Lawless. — Are you the secretary of the 
Harbour Commissioners ? — Yes. 

685. Do the Harbour Commissioners regulate and 

control the port and harbour of Wexford? Yes. 

686. Do they receive all tolls and dues of every 
kind payable for vessels entering the port? — Yes. 

687. Do they pay any portion of that to the Cor- 
poration of Wexford? — No; they do not. 

688. Does the Corporation receive any toll, or due, 
or fee of any kind from the shipping coming into the 
harbour-of Wexford? — No. 

689. Do the Harbour Commissioners undertake the 
care or management of any portion of the quays or 
streets of the town of Wexford? — Yes ; they under- 
take the care and management of the quays and the 


streets leading to the quays, from one extreme of King- 
street to the other ; they maintain them, keep the 
sewers in order and light them. 

690. At their own expense ? — Yes; out of their own 
fimds. 

691. - Not at the expense of the Corporation or tlie 
town ? — They receive no money or contribution 
towards these expenses from the town. 

692. Do you know whether or not these quays or 
streets are, as property, vested in the Harbour Com- 
missioners or in the Corporation? — In the Harbour 
Commissioners, under the Wexford Harbour Act of 
1874, and they had for years previous been vested in 
them — the old Acts were renewed in 1874, but they 
have power to arrange with the Corporation to take 
them off their hands. 
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Mr. Benjamin Hughes examined. 


Wexford. 
May 15, 1877. 


. 693. Mr. Lawless. — Do you wish to mate any 
statement? — Yes; I wish to say that I was present 
when the first claim for malicious injuries was heard 
after the separation of the town from the barony. 


Previous to that, the applications went before the Mr B “ 
barony sessions, and after the separation the barony Hughes/ 
still continued to hear evidence and pass presentments 
though the borough was not represented. 


Mr. John Hinton recalled. 


694. Mr. Lawless. — Were you examined before 
Mr. Robinson at the inquiry in 1S75? — I was. I 
wish to say with regard to the fines, more than £250 
in fines was imposed under the Towns Improvement 
Act during the year, which used to go to the Corpora- 
tion, and which they applied for the benefit of the 


town, but at the present time we find that one-half 
of the fines pass into another fund away from us alto- 
gether. 

695. When was that system commenced? — In 
March, 1376. I wish to say that I object to that 
system ; it is a great loss to a poor town like this. 


Sir. .John 
Iliuton. 


Mr. John Greene examined. 


696. Mr. Lawless. — Are you a member of the Cor- 
poration ? — Yes. 

697. Have you been mayor of Wexford? — Yes ; I 
have been mayor seven times between the years 1854 
mid 1875. 

698. Do you wish to make any statement with 
reference to any matter the subject of this inquiry to- 
day? — Yes. The impression lias been made on the 
public mind that the Corporation has not practised 
that economy which it would be their duty to do as 
trustees of the public funds. In reference to that I 
have to say that the mayor of Wexford has always 
acted without any salary, lias given his time, and made 
many sacrifices for the welfare of the town. Within 
the last six years one of the mayor’s sergeants, who 
had a salary of £30 a year, died, and with a view of 
economizing, I did not fill up his place, and it has not 
been filled up since, and by that means, from that time 
to this, saved £150. In the year 1854 I and some 
other gentlemen constituted ourselves a committee for 
the purpose of ascertaining what lands, in the vicinity 
of Wexford, formerly belonged to the borough of Wex- 
ford, and might be got back again. Here is my 
report on the subject, dated October, 1S47. (Hands 
iu report referred to). I may now say that I was one 
of the persons who took up the question of water 
supply. The doctor prohibited the use of some of the 
water because some matter percolated from the church- 
yard into the wells. 

699. How long ago ? — As far back as 1854. There 
are many wells in the town, and many of them are in 
the immediate vicinity of the churchyards. We used 
our best exertions to get a supply of water. Mr. 
Hawksley was down about the Waterford waterworks, 
and I said we were anxious to get a supply of water here, 
and would like to have his opinion. He said he would 
come over, and he did come. I may inform you that 
the military authorities said the regiment must be re- 
moved from the town altogether if there was not a 
better supply of water to be obtained. Our action was 
taken in accordance with the wishes of the inhabitants, 
for the preservation of the public health, and for the 
purpose of promoting the welfare of the town. Up to 
1874 the lowest sum charged to any person for using 
the water was 20s. 


700. Do you mean 20s. per year? — Yes. I may 
read you the following minute of the special meeting 
of the Corporation on the 16th February, 1854. 

701. It is not a meeting of the Municipal Corpora- 
tion ? — Ho ; it is a meeting of the Pipe-water Cor- 
poration : — 

“ Resolved, That the supply of water that we have now, being 
scarcely sufficient to supply the houses already paying for it, any 
diversion of the funds or reduction of the rates at present would 
deprive us of the power of increasing the supply hereafter, and giving 
water to a larger number of inhabitants, and at lower rates ; and 
that measures he taken to ascertain how far it is possible to supply 
such a deticiency of water;’' and “ Resolved. That in order to afford 
every person an opportunity of taking the pipe-water, that the rates 
from December, 1854, be struck on houses under £20 of 10s., and 
above £20 of 20s. : malt-houses and breweries charged as atpresent.” 

I may also read this resolution : — 

“At a meeting of committee, held in the mayor's office, ou 
Wednesday, 9th September, 1874, Alderman Hickey in the chair — 
it was unanimously agreed to by the meeting that the best means 
he adopted by the Corporation to procure a supply of water for the 
town that will suit its requirements, and that money be borrowed 
from the Board of Works, on the most suitable terms, to carry out 
the same. The above proposition to be laid before the Council, at 
the meeting on Friday, by onr chairman.” 

702. Can you state whether it was the intention 
of the Corporation to apply this money which they 
seek to borrow bond fide for the waterworks, or 
whether they intend to apply it for the purpose of 
paying off old debts ? — Such an idea did not enter 
into the head of anyone. It was to be applied band 
fide for the waterworks. 

703. Are you satisfied with the way in which the 
sanitary affaire of the town are regulated ? — I am not. 
I think we want another man as sub-sanitary officer. 
Thei'e are a great many poor people living in the 
vicinity of the town, and their places cannot be pro- 

• perly looked after from day to day by one individual. 
I would like very mucb that tbe Lodging House 
Clauses Act should be enforced in the town. I think 
you will find it very necessary that that should be 
clone. 

(The town surveyor then produced a map, which 
showed that there was four miles and two fur- 
longs of main sewers already in existence in the 
town, and five furlongs at present in progress of 
being made at the present time.) 


Mr. John 


Mr. O’Leary (Town Clerk) recalled. 


704. Mr. Lawless. — Were there any leases made 
by the old Corporation whilst the temporary Act of 
the 6 & 7 Wm. IV., cap. 100, forbidding alienation 
of their property by the Corporation, mentioned in 
the schedule to that Act, which Wexford is, and the 
several Acts continuing it were in force; that is 
between the 20th August, 1836, and the 20tk Septem- 
ber, 1840 ? — Yes ; there were three, of which I pro- 
duce the counterpart originals now in possession of 
the Corporation — No. 1, a lease, dated the 26th July, 


1837, made by the Corporation to Richard Leured, 
of 1a. Or, 16p., Irish measure, for ninety-nine years, 
at llie yearly rent of £5 10s. ; No. 2, a lease, dated 
31st July, 1837, by the Corporation, to John 
Muddock, of 1a. Or. 16p., Irish, for ninety-nine 
years, at the yearly rent of £5 10s. ; and No. 3, a 
lease dated the lOtli December, 1839, by the Cor- 
poration to David Robinson, for ninety-nine years, 
at the yearly rent of £42. 

_ The inquiry then terminated. 


Mr. O'Lear/'. 
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SLIGO.— Mat IS, 1877. 

(Before Mr. Corbett, Chairman of the Commission.) 


Mr. James 


Mr. James M 

1. Chairman. — A re you the town clerk of Sligo ? — 
I am. 

2. How long hare you held that office ? — Eleven 
and a half years. 

3. Sligo, I believe, is one of the ten corporate towns 
whose old charters were preserved under the Act of 
3rd and 4th Vic. cap. 108 — the municipal Corpora- 
tions Act ? — Yes. 

4. Have you adopted the Towns Improvement Act ? 
—No. 

5. What local Acts have been passed for Sligo? — 
The Sligo Borough Improvement Act, 1869. 

6. Is that the only Act, besides the Municipal Cor- 
porations Act, under which you are now governed ? — 
Yes. 

7. What are your rating powers under the Act of 
1869 ? — 4s. Gd. in the pound. Under the 149th sec- 
tion of that Act we can levy rates not exceeding 
4s. Gd., including the old 3 cl. borough rate. 

8. Can you levy up to 4s. Gd. under this Act? — 
Yes; it is a general purposes rate and an improve- 
ment rate combined. Perhaps I may mention that 
previous to that there were other rates. 

9. What rating powers had you? — Nothing but the 
3d. rate. The Town and Harbour Commissioners 
levied Is. 10(7. for the year, and the Grand Jury levied 
their cess twice a year — it varied from Is. id. to 
Is. 5 d. each levy. 

10. Those Grand Jury cesses were, I presume, levied 
on presentments ? — Quite so. 

11. And under what Act were the Town and Har- 
bour Commissioners incorporated with rating power ? 
— The Town and Harbour Act of 1803. 

12. Did the Sligo Borough Improvement Act abolish 
the rating powers of the Town and Harbour Commis- 
sioners under the previous Act and those of the Grand 
J ury ? — Yes. 

13. Were the Town and Harbour Commissioners, 
as a joint bod}’-, abolished by the Act of 1S69 ? — 
Yes. 

14. Was not a Board of Harbour Commissioners 
constituted by that Act ? — They were. 

15. Is the Corporation necessarily represented on 
the Harbour Board ? —Yes. 

16. What is the representation? — There are two 
members appointed by the Corporation, and the mayor 
is an ex officio member besides. 

17. As a matter of fact there are, I see, ten members 
of the Corporation members of the Harbour Board? — 
Yes. 

18. But that is, I presume, purely accidental? — 
Yes. 

19. Has the Corporation anything to do with the 
tolls and dues of the harbour, either with their collec- 
tion or expenditure? — No. 

20. Was that Is. 10(7. iu the pound levied by the 1 
Town and Harbour Commissioners for the benefit of 
the town generally ? — Yes, generally for lighting and 
cleansing. 

21. That was in the nature of an improvement 
rate ? — Yes. 

22. What rates have you levied since 1869? — Up 
to the full amount. 

23. This Act of 1869, I believe, also gave you 
powers to purchase all tolls, fees, and other lights of 
Mr. Owen Wynne, whose forefathers were the old 
patrons of the borough, in the fairs and markets, in- 
cluding the butter market ? — Yes. 

24. But those powers were not to be exercised after 
the 1st July, 1872? — No; the Corporation ceased to 
have the power to purchase the tolls of the markets 
after 1872. 

25. I gather from the report of the Municipal Com- 
missioners of 1835, that all the tolls and dues leviable 
in the town were the private property of the then Mr. 
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Owen Wynne, of whom the present Mr. Wynne is the 
representative? — Yes. 

26. Have those powers been exercised? Have the 
Corporation purchased any of those rights from Mr. 
Wynne ? — They have not. 

27. Under the Act, the Corporation had I see 
power to establish slaughter-houses and markets of 
their own — have they done so? — No. 

28. This Act also gives the Corporation powers to 
borrow the sum of £50,000, of which £25,000 was to 
be expended on waterworks, and £25,000 was appli- 
cable to the purchasing of those rights and other 
improvements ? — Yes. 

29. Was any of this money borrowed? — No. 

30. How was that ? — We applied for it, but did not 
get it. 

31. How was it you failed to get it? — They would 
not give it. 

32. To whom was the application made ? — To the 
Public Works Loan Commissioners, and they refused 
to sauction the granting of the loan for waterworks 
under the limiting clauses of the Act. 

33. Alderman Kidd. — The Public Works Loan 
Commissioners were quite disposed to lend the money 
at the time, but I believe their objeetiou was that 
there was no special rate for the water supply, and 
that the interest upon the borrowed money should be 
taken out of the general rate, and the Commissioner's 
thought the margin left for the payment of the interest 
was rather low — there was a good deal of calculation 
based on what would be produced by the sale of water, 
the receipts of the markets, and what would he saved 
by economy in the management of the rates. 

34. Chairman. — In short, I suppose, the Commis- 
sioner's did not consider the security sufficiently good? 

Alderman Kidd. — I suppose that was it. 

35. Chairman — The 168th section of the Sligo 
Borough Improvement Act, and following clauses are, 
I see, those applicable to the borrowing powers of the 
Corporation — 

“The Corporation from time to time may borrow money at 
interest fur purposes of this Act, not exceeding in the whole the 
sum of ,£50,000, and not exceeding for the purposes of waterworks 
alone the sum of £'25,000, as portion of the said sum of £50,000, 
and may mortgage the borough fund as a security for the repay- 
ment thereof.” 

The 172nd section says — 

“ The Corporation shall not borrow any money under the powers 
of this Act, except with the previous approval of the Town Council 
by a resolution in favour of which not less than thirteen members 
shall have voted.” 

Did you get a resolution passed in favour of borrow- 
ing the money supported by thirteen members ? — Oh, 
yes. 

36. Then there was no difficulty on the part of the 
Corporation ? — There was not. 

37 . How much did you intend to borrow ? — £35,000. 

38. That was £10,000 more than you could borrow 
unless you established waterworks ? — It was with 
the view of establishing waterworks, and building 
markets. 

39. The Corporation then, I presume, passed a 
resolution to borrow £35,000, and the Public Works 
Loan Commissioners declined to grant the money not 
being satisfied with the security ?— Yes. 

40. What year was that? — Immediately after the 
passing of the Act, in 1870 — *71, instructions were 
immediately given to the solicitor. 

41. Of course you wanted to borrow money to pay 
off the expenses of the Act ? — Yes. 

42. How were those costs to be paid? — Two-thirds 
of the costs of the Act were to be paid by the Corpo- 
ration, and one-third by the Harbour Commissioners. 

43. Have the two-thirds of the costs of the Act 
been paid? — They were. We had to borrow money 
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on debentures for the purpose of paying the costs of 
the Act. 

44. Have the Harbour Commissioners paid their 
one-third ? — They have. 

45. What authority had you for borrowing the 
money you did ? Had you any authority beyond the 
general borrowing powers of this Act ? — No. 

46. How much did yon borrow ? — The costs of the 
Act amounted in round numbers to about £3,000. 

47. What have you borrowed ? — We borrowed that 
sum, and in addition other sums. 

48. You seem to have borrowed last year, £7,150 ? 

Quite so. The total amount we have borrowed is 

£11,566. Part of that was borrowed previous to the 
passing of the Act, 1869. 

49. "Out of the money you borrowed since, you say, 
vou paid the costs of the Act, hut have you exercised 
any of the other powers given to yon by the Act in 
rhe expenditure of capital l— No. 

50. What are your revenues besides this 4s. 6d. 
rate ? — Rents. 

51. I saw when looking over the import of the 
Municipal Commissioners of 1835, that at the time 
they reported on Sligo, in 1S33, you had only a very 
small landed property, nineteen and a half acres, Irish, 
formerly a common. Is that still the property of the 
Corporation ? — Yes. 

52. You had also about one rood, the site of a 
pound, and then occupied by cottages and producing 
about £10 a year. Do you receive those rents still 1 
— We do. 

53. Do they still produce that rent of £10 ? — It is 
now £9 .4s. Gel, English currency. 

54. The other property at that time produced £98, 
Irish currency. What does it produce now? — £66 
16s. li/., English. In 1848, I should say, that tho 
Lord Lieutenant ‘authorized the Corporation to make 
over to the people, for the purposes of making a ceme- 
tery, a portion of those lands. The cemetery was very 
much required at the time. 

55. How much of the nineteen and a half acres 
was appropriated for the purposes of a cemetery ? — 
Well, I am informed about five and a half acres. 

56. Then there are about fourteen acres productive ? 
— Yes, and they produce about £66 16s. Id. 

57. Is this property let to more. than one individual ? 
— Oh, yes, to more than one. 

58. How many ? — I think about four. (Map pro- 
duced, -showing the position of the lands, which contain 
twenty-nine and a half statute acres, which are let to 
tenants, and five and a half statute acres in the cemetery. 
The Ordnance valuation is £48 9s., and the lands are 
let to tenants, producing rents amounting to £66 
16s. Id.) 

59. Have these lands been let on lease since the 
passing of the Act of 1840? — I don’t think there are 
any leases at all. 

60. Are they all annual lettings ? — They are let by 
the year — all yearly tenancies. 

61. Are any of- them, let to members of the Corpora- 
tion ? — Yes. 

62. There are, I see, nine lots. • Which of them are 
let to members of the Corporation? — Nos. 1 and 7 — 
only two lots — and the sub-sanitary officer has got a 
small holding, which ho had hefore-he was appointed. 
No. 1 lot is let to Alderman Tighe, and contains 3 a. 1r., 
Ordnance valuation £5 4s., rent £7 -5s. 6 d. 

63. Was that let to him when he was a member of 
the Corporation ? — I am not aware. . No. 7 lot is let to 
Mr. William A. Woods, a member of the Corporation, 
contains 6a. 1r. 10p., Ordnance valuation £9 15s., rent 
£14 19s. 6 d. 

64. Who is the sub-sanitary officer? — William 
Feeney, who holds lot No. 8, containing 2 a. 1r. 30p., 
Ordnance valuation £3 15s.-, rent £4 15s. 3 d. He held 
that long before he was appointed. 

65. When any of those lots fall vacant how are they 
lpt i. Is it by public, advertisement ?— In 1 849 all the 
lands were advertised by order of the Corporation. 

. 66. Are some of your tenants persons who took up 
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the lots from the tenants to whom they were let in Smco. 
1849 ? — Yes, and some of the tenants are continuing May is, is 
tenants since 1849. j^ r 

67. When any of the lots have fallen into the hands M‘kim. 
of the Corporation since 1849, what course of proceed- 
ing has been adopted ? Have they been put up to 
auction? — No ; the people who bad the land let it to 
auother tenant, with the approval of the Corporation, 
which is given if they consider the incoming tenant as 
good as the outgoing tenant, they allow them to do so. 

6S. Have they inquired as to how much the out- 
going tenants got from the incoming tenants for sur- 
rendering their lots ? — Well, I don’t think they inter- 
fered. Probably if the Corporation did, the outgoing 
tenants would not give up the land. If the incoming 
tenant is solvent, they make no objection. 

69. Have any of those lauds been let by the Corpo- 
ration ]>er se since 1S49 ? — No, not since I have been 
town, clerk. 

70. Then they are all either old tenants or tenants 
substituted by the original lessees, with the sanction of 
the Corporation ? — Yes. 

71. Yon say you had a valuation of those lands? 

When was that valuation made? Was it before 
1849 ? — Not before 1S49, but it was long before my 
time. Probably the lands were vacant, and they ad- 
vertised them. There was a re-valuation of the lands 
in 1855 by Mr. Yeates, for the information of the 
Corporation. 

72. What was the valuation then? — It was £3 15s. 
per Irish acre. I also find by the book that the tenants 
who were then in possession were to get the preference 
if desirous of taking them on at that valuation. 

73. Then are they let substantially at the valuation 
made in 1855 ? — Yes. 

7 4. So that you got an increase of rent upon the 
public tenders of 1849 ? — Yes ; in 1852 they were let 
at an average of £3 5s. per Irish acre, and now they 
produce £3 13s. G d. per Irish acre. The Ordnance 
valuation of the five and a half acres given for the 
cemetery is £11 7s. 

75. That includes, I suppose, some buildings ? — Yes, 
the cottage gatehouse only. There is no mortuary 
chapel. 

76. Is that all the property belonging to the Corpo- 
ration except the town-hall 1— Yes. 

77. And the cottage property, which produces £9 
4s. 6d. ? — Quite so. 

78. When was your first 4s. 6c7. rate levied 1 — In the 
year 1870, the year after the passing of this Act. 

79. Have yon since that time maintained all the 
streets in the town? — Yes. 

' 80. And do you maintain the roads in the rural part 
of the borough ? — We do. 

81. First of all, I see this Act altered the bound- 
aries of the borough 'b— Yes, from the old municipal 
boundary to the Parliamentary boundary. 

82. I understand the old municipal boundary was 
very limited ? — It was. 

83. Can you tell me what it was? May I take it 
from Thom, that the Parliamentary borough was 3,001 
acres, of which 407 acres were in the town ? Were the 
old municipal boundaries limited to those 407 acres? — 

Yes. 

84. Then by the Act of 1869 you got rating powers 
over the difference in acreage between- the old munici- 
pal and the Parliamentary boundaries?— Yes. 

85. Since that time have all the roads and streets 
been kept in repair within the enlarged boundaries by 
the Corporation 1 — Yes. 

86. Now, do you light beyond the old municipal 
boundaries 1 — We light only within the old municipal 
limits. 

87. Is there, as regards the rating, a difference be- 
tween the municipal and Parliamentary areas ? — There 
is. Land outside the municipal area is rated at 2s. 3d. 
in the pound, and houses at 2s. 6 d. 

88. I see the limit of your rating power is 4s* Gd. 
until you establish waterworks, and -then yon Can raise 
it to 5s., including the 3d. borough rate?— Yes. 

2Q 
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Sugo. 89. How do you distinguish between, the old nnmi- 

iVay is, 1877 . cipal limits and the new part as regards rating ? 

Mr James Alderman Kidd . — We can levy on houses 100 yards 

M'Kim. beyond the gas-lamps 2s. 6d. in the pound, and lands 

are the same. 

90. Chairman. — B v the 3rd sub-section" of the 1 47th 
clause, tlie rate is limited to 2s. 6 d. in the pound upon 
houses at a distance exceeding 200 yards from any 
public gas-lamp ; or 100 yards from any main-pipe for 
the purpose of supplying water, with this proviso, that 
so long as it is limited to a 2s. Gd. rate, the Corporation 
are not boimd to supply gas or water to any such 
house ? 

Witness. — Yes. 

91. There has been, I assume, no 3d. boi-ough rate 
levied since 1869, the 4s. (id. covered all 1 — Yes. 

92. First of till, what is your entire rateable valua- 
tion? — Our rateable, value is £18,109 Ss. 

93. Is it not a very small proportion of the property 
which pays only half rates ? — Y es. 

94. What is the rateable value of the property 
which pays full rates? — £13,629 19a. 

95. How much is the rateable value of hinds upon 
which you levy only a rate of 2s. 3d. in the pound 1— 
£3,621 17s. 

96. And the valuation of houses that pay the half 
rate of 2s. 6 d. is how much? — £857 12s. 

97 . Upon these several valuations how much does 
your entire rate under the Act of 1869 amount to? — 
In 1875 it amounted to £3,540 4s. 1 d. 

98. That was the hist rate audited by the Local 
Government Board auditor ? — Yes. Our year ended 
inOctober, 1S75, and it was audited in September, 

99. Your rates, including arrears from previous 
year, then amounted to £3,628 Ss. 8 d. to be collected ? 
— Yes. 

100. Out of that there was, I see, collected and 
lodged in the bank £3,310 17s. 2d. 1—Yes. 

101. You also, I see, collected and lodged £25, 
“ sanitary rate.” What rate is that?— ' That is a 3d. 
sanitary rate for sanitary purposes under the Public 
Health Act. 

102. Is that in addition to the 4s. Gd. rate 1— The 
£25 is a small portion of the rate. In addition to the 
4s. 6 d. rate we have laid, siuee the passing of the Sani- 
tary Act of 1866, two sanitary rates— one Gd. rate 
previous to the passing of the Act of 1869, and one 
3d. rate since, in the year 1875. In this audited 
account there is £25 of the rate laid in 1875 brought 
into account. 

103. Is that rate all collected by this time?— No ; 
there is a sum outstanding yet of £10 which has not 
been collected. 

104. Then, I see, you received on debenture mort- 
gages £7,150 in that year. What was that for? 

Partly to pay the expenses of the Act of Parliament. 

105. What is the meaning of ‘‘£283 2s. 10d., pro- 
ceeds of bill discounted by bank ”?— That was a run- 
ning bill. Mr. Chism, the treasurer, will explain 
that 

106. You received also, I see, £72 13s. 3d. for 
rants, £155 13s. Gd. for the letting of apartments in 
the town hall, and £36 19s. 9 d. for petty sessional 
fines ? — Yes. 

107. Are you the petty sessions clerk as well as 
town clerk ? — Yes. I receive those fines in the first 
instance, I then pay portion to the Corporation, get 
their receipt, and send them forward to the Registrar 
in Dublin. 

108. The sum of “£13 19s. 8 d., dog licenses,” is 
paid, I presume, direct from the office in Dublin. 
That, with the sums I have enumerated, and the 
balance m the treasurer’s hands of £36 19s. 9 d. (viz., 
£-4 16s. 5 d. upon the town hall account, and £12 
5s. 4 d. upon the sanitary account), made up your total 
account for the year to £11,097 10s. 5 d. 1— Yes. 

109. You started that year, did you not, owing the 

Provincial Bank on overdrawn account£647 14s lid 
^respective of any bills discounted ?— Yes. ’ 


i iu. iiie nrst item of “ Salaries— Mayors for 
1869, 1870, 1871, 1872, and 1873 ’’-wants a S 
explanation. How did you come to let your MavoiV 
salaries run so much into arrear?— We had no inonov 
to pay them. 

111. But this particular salary has not been once 
paid since 1868 until 1875, and yet you have been 
levying rates since 1S70 ’—When you go on to ovv 
payments you will see they had something to do 
with it. 


112. Had you very heavy debts to pay ?— We bad 

113. Is the next sum— “Town clerk, treasurer and 

accountant, and borough surveyor, £397” all for 

more than one year’s salaries? — Oh, no. 

114. You kept those salaries then paid up?— Yes. 

115. What are tlie salaries of those officers ?— The 
town clerk’s salary is £90, and the treasurer and 
accountant’s salary was then £60. 

116. What is it now? — £S0. 

117. What is the borough surveyor’s salary? £80. 

11S. Are the salaries of the constables and watch- 
men included in that £397?— Yes; they get 12s. a 
week each. 

119. Wliat other officers are there? — That is all 
with the exception of the collector. 

120. But the salaries of those officers for one year 
do not come to £397 ?-*— There may have been a 
balance from the former year. They were regularly 
paid, but it is the actual payments within the year the 
auditor looks into, not the accounts from year to year. 

121. Who looks after the scavenging of the streets ? 
Is the cost of that included? — There is a contract 
for that. 

122. Are your public health officers included in 
that sum of £397 ? — They are not. You will see that 
they are included under the head of sanitary expenses. 

123. As executive sanitary officer did you receive 
an additional salary? — I did, £20. 

124. Do any of those officers you have enumerated 
- hold any offices under the Sanitary Act ? — No. 

125. What is your collector’s poundage ? — Sixpence 
in the pound. 

126. Does he collect anything besides the rates? 
Does he receive the rents? — No. The rents are paid 
to the treasurer direct. 

127. Is he paid for that by salary or by poundage ? 
— By poundage. 

128. Then there is I find “collector’s poundage,” 
including balance due in 187 4, £1181 3s. id. ; printing,, 
advertising and stationery, £22 5s. 9d. ; rent and taxes, 
£1 18s. 6(7. ; and office expenses, £12 Gs. 3d.? — Yes. 

129. Tlie next entry is “payment to Sligo Grand 
Jury, £881 5s. 5 d.” What is that for? — That is for 
general expenses and tlie repair of the county roads 
outside the Parliamentary boundary throughout all 
the county. 

130. That sum included of course the gaol and the 
Lunatic Asylums 1 — Yes, and the petty-sessions court- 
houses. 

131. I take it for granted that is paid as it accrues 
due every year ? — Yes. 

132. So that there are no arrears in connexion with 
the item ? — No. It is for one year only and paid by 
two payments in each year. 

133. Then there is “interest on debt, £392 3s. 9d.” 
That is interest on mortgages, I presume, as distin- 
guished from bank debt? — Yes. 

134. I- see there was “ interest on bills and bank 
account, £75 8s. lOd.” Has the auditor given you 
any intimation you cannot legally pay interest on over- 
drawn accounts in the bank? — No. 

135. Then there seems to have been a small sum of 
15s. 9 d., rate paid in error and refunded ; and then comes- 
“erection of boundary stones, £14.” Were those 
stones for the purpose of making out the new bound- 
aries? — Yes. 

136. The borough coroner's fees and expenses of 
inquests came to £18 11s. ; and £932 3s. Id. was 
expended on the repair of streets and foot-ways, which 
last sum, I see, included a balance due from the preced- 
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164. When you say the treasurer do you mean Sligo. 
these are drawn on the bank or treasurer and account- May is, is 
aut ? — They are drawn on our officer, the treasurer. Mr _ T " mes 
and discounted at the bank. The treasurer accepts 

the bills. 

165. Had you many bills of thus nature outstanding 
when you got your Act of 1S69 passed? — Not very 
many. I cannot tell you from memory. 

166. Then you paid £33 12s. for two years’ audit 
of accounts, in 1875, to the Local Government Board, 
and £12 4s. lOd. for small miscellaneous items? — 

Yes. 

167. Then there is £2,462 5s. id. expended altoge- 
ther in respect of the town hall? — Yes. 

16S. Is that mainly in respect of the erection of the 
town hall, but including £50 for the rent and other 
small expenses? — Yes ; interest on current bills, 
expense of gas-fittings, <tc. 

169. The town hall has been built recently, I see. 

With what funds was it built? — £2,790 given from 
Government Reproductive Loan Fund, subscriptions 
given by private individuals in the town, and some- 
thing about £5,000 drawn from the borough fund. 

170. Of which I see £2,415 2s. id. forms the 
balance? — Yes. (See audited accounts in Appendix 
17, page 388.) 

171. It was taken by anticipation from the borough 
fund, the fimd which you were entitled to raise under 
this Act ? — Quite so. 

Alderman Kidd. — It was raised in the first instance 
by members of the Town Council borrowing money 
from the Provincial Bank, and giving their own per- 
sonal security ; and afterwards money was borrowed 
on debenture mortgages and all cleared of!'. 

172. While it was in course of building did certain 
members of the Town Council become responsible for 
the £5,000 ? 

Alderman Kidd. — There was not £5,000 borrowed. 

I think it would be right to have that corrected. 

173. I see there has been spent from the borough 
fund between 1870 and the present year £4,720 9s. 8 d. 
on the town hall. 

174. Alderman Middleton (to roilness). — What is 
the amount of the private subscriptions for the town 
hall ? 

TPiiwcss. — The expenses of the town hall altogether 
would be about £9,000. 

175. Chairman. — Did you get £2,700 from the 
Reproductive Loan Fund ? — Yes. 

176. You got a certain amount by private sub- 
scription, and then the remainder, I suppose, the 
borough fund was liable for. I see Thom says, in 
reference to it — 


in" year. £135 19s. lOd. was expended on scavenging. 
Have you always done your scavenging by contract 
since 1SG9 ? — Yes, we have always advertised since 
then. 

137. Is the scavenging done to the satisfaction of 
the town generally ? — I believe so. 

1 3S. And, I suppose, the contractor makes what he 
can of the manure ? — He does. 

139. What is the amount of your present contract? 
£133 6s. Sd. We have a contract for three years. 

140. Then your lighting, including arrears due from 
1874, came to £749 17s. 3d. Is the lighting earned 
out by contract with the gas company ? — Yes. 

141. Do you contract at so much per lamp, or so 
much per thousand cubic feet? — At so much per thou- 
sand cubic feet. 

142. What rate per thousand cubic feet do you pay ? 
— 6s. 3d. 

143. How many public lamps do you maintain ? — 
110 were erected originally, and three more have been 
erected since. 

144. Have the Corporation any connexion with the 
gas company? — No. 

145. The next item is “ Expenses of pumps, £29 
9s. 6d.” Are these public pumps the only public 
water supply you have ? — They are the only public 
water supply. 

146. How many public pumps maintained by the 
Corporation are there ? — About twelve. 

147. Is the supply . sufficient for the wants of the 
inhabitants ? — Sometimes it is not sufficient. 

148. I presume from the fact of your seeking powers 
to borrow £25,000 for waterworks in 1869, that the 
existing supply was not then sufficient for the town ? 
— It was not sufficient. 

149. Is the water of good cpiality ? — It is not con- 
sidered very good. 

150. Had yon it analyzed by Dr. Cameron ? — Yes. 

151. What does he say substantially about the 
water? — Some of the pumps are worse than others. 
One of them is condemned. 

152. Has the one that is condemned been closed ? 

We had two or three of them cleaned last year. 

The people do not like to have them closed. 

153. When you say you have twelve pumps do you 
mean you have twelve pumps in actual use ?— Oh, no. 
(Hands in copy of Dr. Cameron’s analysis). 

154. Chairman (reading) : — 

“ Both Nos. 12 and IS are largely contaminated with animal 
matter, no doubt derived from sewage, and should be rejected for 
•drinking purposes as dangerous to health. No. 13 is a tolerably 
fair water, but might be greatly improved by filtration as it contains 
vegetable matter suspended in it.” 

Have those pumps been disused? — No ; but they were 
cleaned out immediately after that report. 

155. Have you any public filters ? — No. 

156. Has number 13 been cleaned out? — Those 
three (numbers 12, 13, and 14), have all been cleaned 
out. 

157. Are those the only three that have been 
analyzed ? — Yes ; we were doubtful about those. 

158. £29 9s. 6 d., I see, was your expenditure on 
those pumps this year ? — Yes. 

159. “ Law costs” came to £24 6s. IOiZ. ? — Yes. 

160. “ Weights and measures, £19 13s.” What is 
that ? — That was for expenses under the Weights and 
Measm-es Act. The Constabulary are bound to inspect 
the weights and measures from house to house and then 
report on them. 

161. Have you no inspector of weights and measures 
of your own? — No ; these are the expenses paid to 
the Constabulary for inspecting the weights and mea- 
sures. 

162. “ Amount paid to meet bills drawn on trea- 
surer, £785.” What are these transactions with the 
treasurer by bills ? — They are moneys advanced by the 
public treasurer to meet pressing accounts. 

163. When you have not money enough from the 
rates is it your practice to draw on your treasurer ? — 
We had to do it once or twice. 


“The town ball was erected in 1863-6 ; the ground floor con- 
sists of an exchange, free library, anil reailing-room, chamber of 
commerce, borough court and council chamber, and other offices. 
Ttie upper flunr comprises a large assembly-room, seventy-four feet 
bv thirty-two, also .a room for the harbour commissioners, town 
clerks, and other officers. To defray the expense a sum of -£2,700 
was granted from the Reproductive Loan Fund for the county, and 
the balance, £2,300, was raised by voluntary subscription.” 

That would imply it cost only £5,000, you know, but 
it seems it cost nearly £10,000. Here is a list of 
the subscribers. (Hands in list of subscriptions.) 

177. How much were the Corporation liable for ? — 
They were liable for the balance from the subscriptions 
and the Reproductive Loan Fund. 

178. Is that all paid now 1 — It is. Those are the 
actual payments now. There are debentures out for 
some of those. 

179. You got in round figures £5,000 from sub- 
scriptions, and £4,720 9s. 8 d. since, either from the 
borough rate, or in money borrowed on security, either 
one or the other? — Quite so ; that is the way of it. 

180. Your sanitary expenses in 1875 came to £110 
13s. 2 d., which included £50 for the salaries of the 
officers. Would that £50 include your own salary of 
£20 as executive sanitary officer ? — Yes. One of the 
sub-sanitary officers, Feeny, gets £10 a year. 

181 What other office does he fill beside that of 

2 Q 2 
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Sligo. sub-sanitary officer 1 — Noneelse under the Corporation. 

May is. 1S77. There is 15s. a week paid to Doherty, another sub- 
Jfr James sanitary officer ; and the two medical officers get £5 
M‘Kim. L ’ a year each. 

182. As a matter of fact, does this £50 not cover a 
year’s salaries? — No ; the salaries amount to £S9, and 
now we have a consulting sanitary officer, who gets 
£20. 

183. Had you a consulting sanitary officer in 1875 ? 
— We had. 

184. There was, in fact, only half a year’s salaries 
paid in that account? — That was all. 

185. Out of that £110 13s. 2d. you only expended 
£36 15s. 10<7. on sewerage. Has any sewerage work 
been done by the Corporation ? — Yes. 

186. £36 15s. 10d. would only pay for the opening 
and cleaning of them. Since the scavenging has been 
taken over from the Grand Jury have the Corporation 
made any main sewers? — No main sewers ; they have, 
however, made some small ones ; there are some very 
large main sewers in the principal streets. 

187. Were not those sewers made by the Grand 
Jury in IS 69? — Yes. 

188. Are the houses of the town as a rule well con- 
nected with the main sewers ? — Tn the principal streets 
they are ; and the outlying portion of the town are, 
generally speaking, built on a hill, and the houses there 
are pretty well connected with the main sewers. 

189. I see that at the end of the year, instead of 
owing the bank money, as you did at the close of tlie 
preceding year, there was a balance in the hands of tlie 
treasurer of £36 19s. 9(7., made up of £24 16s. 5(7., 
town hall account : and sanitary account, £12 3s. 4c7. ? 
—Yes. 

190. Are all the salaries paid by cheques drawn by 
three members of tlie council 1 — There is a finance com- 
mittee, and three members sign the cheques. 

191. Which do you draw on, the treasurer or the. 
hank ? — On the hank. 

192. Is the account kept in the bank? — Well, vir- 
tually it is. Everything is lodged in the bank. 

193. And lodged in the bank to the credit of the 
Corporation ? — Yes. 

194. And is there only one account kept? — One 
account. 

1 95. Have you separate rates for separate purposes ? 
— We have the sanitary rate, which is separate. There 
are three accounts — the borough fund account, the sa- 
nitary rate account, and the general account. We 
keep separate accounts for everything. 

196. Do you keep a separate account for the town 
hall? That is a capital account, you know? — Yes. 

197. Li fact, the only rate accounts you keep are 
the borough rate and the sanitary rate?— The others 
are very trifling. 

198. Just tell me the constitution of the Corpora- 
tion? How many members of the Council are there? 
— Twenty-four. 

199. How many of those are aldermen? — Six. 

200. Is the mayor elected from the general body? — 
He is. 

201. What is the salary of the mayor? — £120. 

202. How many wards are there ? — Three. 

203. What were those wards fixed by ?— By the Act 

of 1840. . 

204. Have they been remodelled since ? — No, with 
the exception of the change of boundary of 1869. 
There was no change in the wards ; they have only 
been extended. (Refers chairman to 6th section, of 
the Improvement Act.) 

205. Chairman (having read the section). — I see 
you adopted the Parliamentary wards as defined for 
Poor Law purposes under the 6th section of the Im- 
provement Act ? — Yes. 

_ 206. Were those wards as far as refers to the muni- 
cipal portion of the borough the same in the parlia- 
mentary as they were in the municipal ? — They were. 

207. And you merely extended them into the rural 
portion according to the old -parliamentary boundaries? 
—Quite bo. 


208. What are the names of the three wards tli • 
rateable value of each, and the number of burgesses in 
each ?— They are named the North, South, and 
Wards. The valuation is £6,212 5s., £5,334- 7s. and 
£6,562 16s., and the number of burgesses 91 '114 
and 13S respectively. Each ward returns two ’aider- 
men, and six town councillors. 

209. Are they, roughly speaking, tolerably equal ? 
— I believe they are. 

210. Ts the number of councillors for each tlie same ? 
— Yes. 

211. I see from some newspapers that have been 

sent me that there has been a good deal of agitation in 
the town with regard to tlie butter-market ? Yes. 

212. What are the circumstances at the present 
moment in regard to the butter-market. First of all 
who is the weigli-mastcr 1 — Mr. James Tighe. ’ 

213. Is he a member of the Council? — Yes. 

214. At the present moment is the light of appoint- 
ment vested in the Town Council or not ? If the 

appointment were vacant it would be. 

215. Was the right so vested prior to the passing of 
the Act of 1869? — The power of appointment was 
vested iu the Corporation, hut not on the same terms. 

216. I gathered from tlie report of the Municipal 
Corporation Commissioners of 1835 that the ri'dit of 
appointment vested with tlie family of Mr. Wynne. 
Was that Mr. Wynne the patron of the borough, and 
weigh-master and butter-taster ? — He was. In 1S50 
there was a suit taken by the Mayor, Mr. Kelly, 
against the then weigli-master, Mr. Wynne, and lie 
continued to hold it during his life by the decision of 
the Queen’s Bench in his favour. At liis death Mr. 
Clarke, his deputy weigh-master continued to hold it. 

217. Was that Mr. Owen Wynne or Mr. John 
Wynne? — Mr. John Wynne. 

Alderman Kidd. — At Mr. Wynne’s death his son 
succeeded him in office, as lie believed, by hereditary 
right, and exercised the right for a little time. Then 
the Corporation denied the right, and he appointed 
Mr. Clarke. 

218. Was it a matter of dispute between the Corpo- 
ration and the Wynne family that the latter had an 
hereditary right to the position ? — Yes. Mr. Wynne 
was appointed originally, and at his death his son 
thought he had a right to succeed him. The right was 
then disputed, and Mr. Wynne then appointed Mr. 
Clarke as weigh-master, and an action was taken 
against Mr. Clarke in assertion of the rights of the 
Corporation. 

219. What year was that in? — In 1SGS. 

220. Was that gentleman the Mr. Owen Wynne 
named in the Act of 1S69? — The same. 

221. Was he the son of Mr. John Wynne who 
asserted his right against the Corporation in 1850? — 
Mr. John Wynne died in 1867, 1 believe, and then 
Mr. Tighe was appointed by the Corporation as weigh- 
master the same year, in 1S67. Then another action 
was brought to try the right by Alderman Tighe 
against Mr. Clarke. 

Alderman Kidd. — I am inclined to think the de- 
cision of 1850, was about the tolls and not about the 
right at all. 

222. Chairman. — I want it to he known that I 
have neither any right nor power to express an opinion 
on this subject. I am simply here to take a note of 
the facts. I shall read you what are my powers from 
the warrant (Reads) : — 

“To ascertain the facts connected with the revenues of such 
municipal bodies; the rates levied by them for municipal and 
sqnitary purposes ; and the mode in which the property, revenue, 
and rates are administered and applied.” 

Therefore this question of the butter-market, or 
any market or tolls whatever comes under my cogniz- 
ance only in that way. Some gentleman has sent me 
some newspapers which I have read. I gather from 
them there is a good deal of discussion in Sligo, as to 
whether Mr. Alderman Tighe, a member of Corpora- 
tion, is at present justified in holding the position of 
butter-taster and weigh-master. Some people think he 
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is in for a certain time only, while others and lie him- 
self think he is for life. The first question is whether 
the Corporation have a right to the butter-market. 
The fact that the right rested with them was established 
bv the action of 1S68, by Mi". Alderman Tighe against 
Mr. Clarke. I suppose you have a record some where 
or other of the judgment of the Court of Queen’s 
Bench on that subject, which would probably clear the 
position ; or you could give me the appointment of Mr. 
Alderman Tighe, and the decision of the Court of 
Queen’s Bench, when I could better understand what 
the terms of the appointment were ; whether he was to 
pay anything out of the butter-market, and what the 
considerations were. (Minute containing the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Alderman Tighe in 1S07, produced by 
Wituess). 

223. Chairman (having read minute). — Has the 
appointment previous to this been in the hands of the 
Wynne family? — Yes. 

224. In 1833 did the Wynnes, father and son, 
ever pay anything to the Corporation out of the butter- 
market ? 

Witness. — Not a shilling. 

225. Up to 1867, when Mr. Alderman Tighe was 
appointed, did the Corporation ever derive revenue 
from the butter-market ? — No. 

226. The point is, whether the Corporation, since 
the action of 1867, have any right to receive any such 
revenue. Alderman Tighe, you say, holds the office 
of weigh-master and butter-taster ? — He does. 

227. By whom was he appointed? — By the Cor- 
poration. 

228. In what year? — In December, 1867. 


229. Meanwhile, at that time was there another to. 

person performing the duty of weighmaster and butter- May is, i~; 
taster? — There was — Mr. William Clarke. Mr _ Jamt , s 

230. By whom was lie appointed? — By the present 51 ‘kim. 
Mr. Owen Wynne. 

231. Did the present Mr. Owen Wynne claim to 
hold the right of weighmaster and butter-taster as 
hereditary from his father? — He did. 

232. Was an action brought to try the question by 
Mr. Alderman Tighe against Mr. Clarke ? — Yes. 

233. What was the decision in that action ? — It was 
decided in Mr. Tighe’s favour in Galway in 1868. 

234. Was there an appeal against that decision ? — 

I believe the matter was brought before the Court of 
Queen’s Bench in Dublin. 

235. Was the decision confirmed by the Court of 
Queen’s Bench ? — There was some point reserved by 
the Court. 

236. I will not go into the subject further now, but 
between this and to-morrow morning I shall be glad 
to have the Act of Parliament, the 52nd Geo. III., 
chapter 152, together with any documentary evidence 
you can show me about the appointment of weigh- 
master and butter-taster previous to that, as well as a 
copy of the decision of the Court of Queen’s Bench, if 
you cau possibly let me have it. If it can be shown 
me that the Corporation have a right to the appoint- 
ment (and unless they are debarred by the Act of 
Parliament they have the right), I then want to know 
what terms they made. First of all I want to know 
wliat are their existing rights in the mattei", what 
rights they have hitliei-to exercised, and what rights 
they exercised at the time of Mr. Tighe’s appointment. 


Mr. Edward Ci 

237. Are you the treasurer and accountant? — Yes. 

238. Have you held the office long? — For over 
seventeen years. 

239. As treasurer and accountant, do you receive 
the vents for the Corporation? — Yes. 

240. Do you recoive any other moneys ? — Of late, 
since the town hall began to be perfected,, I have 
received all the moneys for the hiring of the rooms. 

241. You received £155 13s. 6 d. in 1875 for the 
letting of the rooms for public purposes ? — Yes. 

242. Are any of the apartments in the town hall let 
for such public purposes as to the militia, for instance ? 
— No. The commercial news-room is set at a rent of 
£25. The Harbour Commissioner's have the use of 
certain apartments which they pay no rent for, as they 
contributed £500 to tbe erection of the building. 

243. Do you receive any other permanent annual 
rents besides the £25 a year for the commercial news- 
room? — We receive no other permanent rents but that. 

244. Then the other lettings are for casual pur- 
poses? — Yes. The gross rental is £76 Os. Id. 

245. Is that well paid up? — Yes, there are no 
arrears due. In fact we never let them be due. 

246. Are these all the moneys you receive 1 — Yes. 

247. Do you pay them to the account of the Corpo- 
ration at the bank ? — Yes ; there are constant weekly 
outgoings which I have to pay. 

248. I see you have a small balance on the town 
hall account, and a small balance on the sanitary 
account? — Yes, at the end of the year. 

249. Do you pay the sanitary officers, or are they 
paid by cheques like the other officers ? — Since 1874, 
when we came under the Public Health Act, the 
money for this purpose is all lodged in the hank, and 
they are paid by cheques. 

250. You do not pay any of the salaries then ? — 
They are all paid on the order of three members of 
the finance committee, countersigned by myself. 

251. Do you merely pay them by cheques drawn 
by the committee ?— That is all. 

252. How came you to have a balance of £6 7s. 9d. 
on the town hall account, and a balance of £42 16s. 6c?. 
on the sanitary account in your hands ? — It arose in 
this way. Before the rate I speak of, struck under 
the Public Health Act, there were other rates ; and at 


:ism examined. Mr. Edward 

Chism. 

the close of the year there was that amount to credit 
in my hands. 

253. In fact there was no sanitary account on your 
hooks at that time ? — There was not. 

254. You were going to explain to us this system 
of the drawing of hills on you by the Corporation ? — . 

Previous to the passing of the Act of 1S74 the Corpo- 
ration were often very much in want of money for 
current expenses. They have been very much more 
pressing since the passing of the Act. We had nothing 
at that time, our only income being a three-penny rate. 

255. When the Act of 1S69 was passed, I under- 
stood from the town clerk the Corporation was consider- 
ably in debt? — Oh, necessarily. 

256. Before the first rate was collected, had they 
occasion to borrow money by bills? — Yes, frequently. 

257. Were those hills drawn upon, or discounted by 
the bank? — Tlie bills were discounted at tbe usual 
bank rate, and the proceeds given credit for in the 
hank account. 

258. And has that system been continued more or 
less up to the present time ? — It was only a temporary 
expedient, but so recently as 1875 it was made use of. 

They were all cleared off, however, as soon as they 
came to maturity. 

259. From the audit account for 1875, now before 
me, there was, I see, a fresh bill drawn and discounted 
by the bank for £2S3 2s. lOd. What was that bill 
for ?— It was for £285. Our road contractor wanted 
money, and we gave him the £285 raised in that way. 

260. And there were three other hills witliin that 
year? — Yes. 

2G1. Were those paid out .of the money borrowed 
during the year ? — Yes. 

262. Yon received on account of debenture mort- 
„a<ms £7,150. Was that the full amount you had to 
receive, or had you mortgages for more than that ? — 

The Council determined on raising £5,000 for the 
purpose of dealing off all their current liabilities, both 
on the town hall account and the general account. 

They succeeded in getting the £5,000 ; and on my own 
recommendation they also afterwards raised £2,000 
for the purpose of paying £2,000 Irish currency on 
old debentures left on the passing of the bill as legades 
to the Corporation. They were paying at the rate of 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



298 LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND TAXATION INQUIRY COMMISSION (IRELAND) 


Sligo. six per cent, interest in Irish currency. We saw it 
May is, 1&77. would effect a saving of £1 8 or £19 a year by changing 
Mr Edward this into ordinary currency, and we then got the 
Chism. £2,000 at five per cent, in the Irish currency. 

263. What was the date of that debt of £2,000 
Irish 1 — I believe it was a debt contracted by the old 
Town and Harbour Commissioners previous to the 
passing of the Act of 1803. 

264. And that £2,000 is now paid off? — It has been 
paid off every farthing. 

265. In payingthis £2,000, recognised by the section 
I have heard read (the 173rd section), was there any 
debt owing by the Corporation at the time of the passing 
of the Act in 1S69 ?— -£1,200 more was owing before 
the passing of the Act of 1869. 

266. How had that arisen ? — The origin of it was to 
pay the expenses of the revising barrister, when some 
changes were made in municipal matters. 

267. The Act of 1869 gave you power to borrow 
£50,000 in addition to the old mortgage of £2,000. I 
want to know whether the £1,200 is a mortgage under 
the Act of 1869? — I think not. 

268. Was that £1,200 borrowed on the security of 
the borough rate ? — There were two bonds, I think, re- 
garded as mortgages on the lands ; one for £400, and 
one for £300. 

269. What moneys have you borrowed since the 
passing of the Act? — £7, 150 to payoff current liabilities. 


270. What year was that in ? — In 1875. 

271. Did you borrow anything between I860 and 

1870 ? — Yes. The debenture mortgages of £2,860 18.,. 
after the passing of the Act of 1S69 were to unv 
costs of the Bill. * ^ 

272. Were those mortgages of the rates or the 
lands ? — A mortgage on all the property. 

273. Chairman. — Well, then it was a mortgage on 
lands and rates. 

Alderman Middletoti. — The income of the Corpora- 
tion would cover all. The mortgage included every 
source of income. 3 

Witness . — I believe it covers the property as well as 
the rates. It was on the security of the borough fund 
The next was a sum of £850 to pay a balance due to 
the Harbour Commissioner's by the old Town Cominis- 


274. What year was that in? — That mortgage was 
made in the month of January, 1874. The next 
mortgages amounted to £7,150, all in 1875. 

275. They included £5,000 to pay off the balance 
due on the town hall ? — Yes. 

276. Was it to pay off anything else ?— All current 
liabilities. 


277. What authority had you to borrow that 
money ? — That is a matter I cannot give you infor- 
mation upon. 


Mr. Moloney (called by Chairman). 


278. (To Mr. Moloney, solicitor). — Can you tell me 
what authority there was for getting this £7,150 ? 
I can understand the cost of the town hall would be 
money for a purpose recognised by the Act, but I do 
not understand how the Act empowered you to borrow 
for the purpose of discharging current debts. Was it 
you who negotiated the loan of £7,150 ? 


Mr. Moloney. — No, it was not done through me. 

279. Was the sanction of the Lords of the Treasury 
asked? — The auditor was satisfied as to the right of 
the Corporation to borrow ; but I will look into the 
matter and let you know. 


Mr. Chism. 


Mr. Chism’s examination resumed. 


280. Chairman. — What, then, is now the total 
mortgage debt ? — The total mortgage debt at the 
present amount is £10,866 ISs. That is the amount 
of the debenture mortgages under tiro Act ; but then 
there is a sum of £700, made up of mortgages of £300 
and £400 which existed prior to the passing of the Act. 

281. Tliatmakes£ll,56G 18s. Ofthat£2,415 2s. 4<h 


balance in bank at last audit, how much have you ex- 
pended?— At the present momentwe have about£l,000. 
(For last audited accounts, see Appendix 17, p. 388.) 

282. Have you got any outstanding liabilities 
beyond current expenses ? — No. 

2S3. Have you any outstanding bills ? — No ; 
nothing of the kind. 


Mr. Willh 
Cochrane, 


Mr. William Cochrane, c.e., examined. 


284. Chairman. — Are you the borough surveyor 
of Sligo? — I am. 

285. How long have you held that office? — Five 
years — since September, 1S72. 

286. Previous to your appointment who had charge 
of the sewerage and drainage works of the town ?— 
The county surveyor had the management. He con- 
tinued the management of them up to the time of his 
death. 

287. Did he continue to act after the passing of 
the Act of 1869 ? — He did up to the time of his death 
in 1872, and then I was appointed borough surveyor. 

288. What condition is the sewerage of the town 
in ? — Remarkably good — not a better sewered town in 
Ireland. 

289. Have you good main sewers down the princi- 
pal streets ? — There are. The late county surveyor 
got a good deal of money during the relief works at 
the time of the cholera. He was a very energetic 
man and he got all the principal streets sewered. I 
•don't think there is any town in Ireland better sewered. 

290. From what soru-ce do you say he got the 
money to construct these sewers ? — From the Com- 
missioners of the Board of Works. 

291. Contributed for that purpose? — Yes, in tlrisway 
— there was a certain amount of money given for works 
in the county, and he got the Grand Jury to present a 
good deal for sewerage works in the town of Sligo, 
and the result was that we have got a well sewered 
town. Since the death of the county surveyor I have 
made some small additions to the sewerage. 


292. What is the outfall for all this system of 
sewerage ? — The principal is below the tide-way — but 
on the north side, below the new bridge, there is 
another outlet into the river — the tide does not come 
up so high as that, and the sewage is again discharged 
into the river at a point nearly opposite from the 
south side above the tide- way. What has been sug- 
gested as a remedy for this is to construct intercepting 
sewer's to carry the sewage, which is now discharged 
into the river above the tide-way, to a point below 
the tide-way, and there discharge it into the sea. 

293. Does not this discharge of sewage into the 
river above the tide-way create a very great nuisance ? 
— Well no inconvenience is felt from it in the winter, 

■ but in particularly dry summers we find it a great 
nuisance and inconvenience. 

294. Have the houses in the streets in which you 
have main sewers connecting drains with them? — 
A great many have, but still a great many have not 
I have been making a good many, and have marked on 
the map produced those I have made, but there were 
a great many made before my time which are not 
marked on the map. 

295. But has the Corporation given notice to the 
parties that it is their' duty to connect .their houses by 
drains with the main sewers? — We have. Whenever 
the sub-sanitary officer reports them to the sanitary 
officer, and the attention of the Corporation is thus 
called to them, notices are served upon the house- 
holders to connect their house drains with the sewers, 
and that is generally done. 
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296. Has tlie Corporation given a general notice? 
— Well I am not aware whether they have or not. 

297. Has the Corporation ever taken legal proceed- 
ings against the parties ? — Ho. 

298. Have they ever instructed you to construct 
connecting drains and afterwards charged the parties 
with the cost ? — No. 

299. Town Clerk. — Wherever notices have been 
served upon the parties the connecting drains have 
been made without having to proceed further. 

300. Chairman. — Wherever parties, where houses 
are within 100 feet of a main sewer, do not make those 
drains, do you know that you have the power to make 
them and charge the parties with the cost ? 

Town Clerk. — The present working of the Public 
Health Act is very complicated, and we sometimes 
find it difficult to enforce it. 

Witness. — There is room for improvement, but all 
these things caimot be done at once, they must be done 
gradually. 

301. Chairman. — Are the houses of the members of 
the Corporation and of the principal inhabitants all con- 
nected by drains with the main sewers ? — W.ell I could 
not say exactly, but I should fancy the houses of the 
principal inhabitants are. 

302. And I suppose the members of the Corpora- 
tion are among the principal inhabitants ? — They are. 

303. Generally speaking are the streets now kept 
in a satisfactory condition as regards cleanliness ? — 
Well there are no complaints. 

304. Have you, as borough surveyor, any super- 
vision over the scavenging of the streets ? — Well, the 
contract is made for three years, but if I see anything 
wrong I call attention to it. 

305. Are you not required to make reports or give 
a certificate as to the proper scavenging of the streets? 
— Not usually. So far as the road contractor inside 
and outside the town is concerned, he caimot get his 
money without my certificate. There is a contract for 
cleaning the streets which only extends to the muni- 
cipal boundary. There is also a contract for repairing 
the streets and roads both inside and outside the muni- 
cipal boundary. 


299 

306. Do you advertise the contract? — Yes; it is slico. 
always upon tender. When I came into office the May is, 1877. 
contractor for the outside and inside the municipal Mf Wi ji iam 
boundary had contracted for .£570 a year to keep all Cochrane, <-.b. 
the roads in repair, and at the time labour was low, 

but he found his contract too low, and he several 
times offered to give the Corporation .£200 to get out 
of his contract. The Corporation when his contract 
expired passed him a vote of thanks for thewayin which 
he had discharged his duties. The Corporation then 
advertised, and the present contractor’s tender was 
accepted at £G75 a year. 

307. How long lias he held the contract ? — Over 
six months. 

308. Did Mr. Barbour, the former contractor, 
tender for the new contract ? — He did, but he was con- 
siderably over the old contractor. I think he was 
£200 a year over his old contract. There were three 
or four tenders. There is one thing I wish to bring 
under your notice. We have no power to tune 
quarries as the Grand Jury had. The Grand Jury 
have power to go to any place they like and take stone 
by merely pa ying for the surface damage. We have 
no such compulsory powers for the taking of stone, 
and therefore it costs us more. The contractor lias to 
pay for the quarry, but the Grand J ury have only to 
pay for the surface damage. 

309. Have you stone within the boundary suitable 
for roads? — We have. It would be a great advantage 
if we had the powers of the Grand Jury; the stone costs 
us a great deal more money than it does the comity. 

310. Who keeps the roads clean outside the muni- 
cipal boundary ?— The man who is the contractor for 
the repair of the roads is bound to keep the roads clean. 

311. Am I to understand you have not any com- 
plaints as to the state of the streets or roads ? — I have 
heard no complaints. I would naturally be the person 
to whom these complaints would be made. There was 
a complaint some time ago that the streets were not 
sufiiciently watered, but we had only one watering 
cart. The Corporation ordered another of the most 
approved description. The water for watering the 
streets is taken from the river. 


Mr. Patrick Charles Devany examined. 


312. Are you dispensary medical officer? — Yes ; of 
Number Two District. 

313. Does that comprise the larger portion of the 
town? — Yes. 

314. And you are also sanitary officer of the Cor- 
portion ? — Yes. 

315. Did you hold that office since the passing of 
the Act of 1874? — No ; I only held the office since 
October, 1875. 

316. I suppose in the first instance you receive 
reports from the sub-sanitary officer? — Yes. 

317. Do you furnish those to the Corporation 
through the executive sanitary officer, th6 town clerk ? 
— Yes ; I inspect places, and report on them after- 
wards to the sub-sanitary officer, and then furnish the 
report of the sub-sanitary officer to the executive 
sanitary officer, to lay before the sanitary committee of 
the Town Council. 

318. Do you attend the meetings of the sanitary, 
committee of the Town Council ? — Only when called 
upon. 

319. Have you any difficulty in getting access to 
the sanitary committee ? — None whatsoever. 

320. And do you find them always ready to carry 
out your recommendations ? — Yes. 

321. And are you satisfied with the way in which 
your recommendations are carried out ? — Yes. 

322. Are you satisfied with the sanitary condi- 
tion of the town generally?— There are two objections 
I have to it. I think the town would require a public 
slaughter-house, because I find that people living in 
the rere of butcher’s places complain greatly. 

323. Are there many slaughter-houses in your dis- 
trict which are objectionable ? — Yes ; numbers. 

324. The people complain of them, but do you think 


they constitute a nuisance? — I look upon them as more 
or less a nuisance in a thickly populated town. 

325. Are the slaughter-houses in this town kept 
clean? — They have been reported to me, and I have 
found them generally clean. 

326. Does any officer of the Corporation inspect 
them from time to time? — The sub-sanitary officer 
generally inspects them. 

327. Are they kept well flushed with water? — I 
cannot tell that. 

328. Have you reported to the sanitary committee 
of the Town Council that they are objected to by the 
people in their neighbourhood, and that they are 
injurious to health ? — When reported on by the sub- 
sanitary officer I reported on them ; but I do not know 
whether I made any general observation on the subject- 

329. Do you know whether they are licensed? — 
They are not licensed. Then there is another matter - 
I wish to complain of ; old clothing bought inLiverpool,. 
Glasgow, and London, and other such places where there 
is fever of course constantly, is sold second-hand in the 
shops in this town ; and I think there ought to be a 
kiln for fumigating these clothes before they are sold 

330. Have you known instances where people got 
disease by this infected clothing ? — I have known a 
case where a boy died who had bought a coat in a 
second-hand clothes shop. I called on the second-hand 
clothes shop, and the people of the shop said it was a 
new coat, but the boy died of fever at all events. 

331. You cannot prove it, but you have got reason 
to suspect that fever arose from the clothing sold in 
this second-hand clothes shop ? — Yes. 

332. Is there any disinfecting apparatus in the town? 
— None. 

333. Is’ there no disinfecting apparatus even at the 


Hr. Patrick 

Charles 

Devany. 
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Sligo. workhouse ? — There is one at the workhouse and one 

May is, is::, at the county infirmary on the Mall. 

Mr Patrick 334. But is there any disinfecting apparatus in your 
Cliark's own district ? — None whatever. 

Devanv. 335. Have you ever represented to the Town Council 

that there ought to he one ? — I have never done so, 
because a regular epidemic of fever has never broken 
out. 

336. But do you now state in presence of the Town 
Council that a disinfecting apparatus is necessary ? — 
I think it is very necessary. 

337. Do the Council not supply disinfectants? — 
Well, I do not know that they were ever asked. 

338. How long have you had this epidemic of fever 
in the town ? — About six weeks. 

339. What is the character of the fever? — Typhoid. 
We try to get as many patients as possible to the fever 
hospital of the workhouse. 

340. Have you another fever hospital? — Yrs, the 
county fever hospital. 

341. Is the county fever hospital supported by volun- 
tary contributions l 

The Town Cleric . — It is contributed out of our por- 
tion contributed to the Grand July fund. 

342. Is the accommodation of the hospital you speak 
of sufficient for the wants of the population? — Witness. 
— I am sure it is. 

343. Is there plenty of room for the pauper cases 
in the workhouse fever hospital? — Well, I never heard 
any objection from any person. 

344. Have you ever had any difficulty in the case 
of the civil population, whether pauper or other- 
wise, in your district, in having patients removed? — 
Sometimes I have to tin-eaten them. When I see 
them in a small back room, where they have no possi- 
bility of recovery, I tell them there is a power of 
making an affidavit before a magistrate, and getting 
the police to come, and sooner than let the police come 
they will go to hospital. 

345. Do the Corporation here undertake the cleans- 
ing out of privies and ashpits ?— I know the removal 
is at the expense of the persons on whose premises the 
nuisance exists. 

The Town Cleric. — The Corporation remove the nuis- 
ance and charge the persons on whose premises it has 
existed with the expense. 

346. Are there plenty of privies and ashpits in the 


town ?— As a general rule the houses are well supplied 
with them, but there are some few exceptions. “ 

347. Do you find the privies and ashpits that are in 
existence are kept clean or not ?— Any that have been 
reported to me, I have found to be kept perfectly 
clean. 

348. You have not been obliged, as I have found 
to be the case elsewhere, to report on them half a dozen 
times ? — No. 

349. What is your opinion with regard to the 
water? — Well, as regards the water, as a sanitary 
officer, it is a very difficult question for me to answer. 
We must take public opinion on the question. 

350. Is the water supply sufficient ? — The supply is 
sufficient, but I should say the quality is very bad. 
The Board of Works’ representative came down here 
and brought away some of the water from all the 
pumps in the town. They got it analyzed in Dublin 
and I believe the report was anything but favourable! 

351. Are the three reported on by Dr. Cameron 
as requiring to be closed, the worst in the town ( 
N umbers twelve and fourteen at St. George’s-street 
and the Victoria-bridge steps, he says, are largely 
contaminated witli animal matter. He says— 

“ Number thirteen is n tolerably fair water, but mMit to 
greatly improved by filtration as it contains vegetable matter 
suspended in it." 

Are those three pumps used now? — St. George’s- 
street pump is very bad, and was closed up for a long 
time ; but I am not aware whether it is used at 
present. 

Mr. Doherty (sub-sanitary officer). — It is being used 
at present. It is contaminated with what ai-e called 
vermin every season. 

352. What do you mean by “ vermin ”? — 

IFzfoiass. — Animalculte that are found in water 

when it becomes decomposed. 

353. Why is this pump not closed altogether? — It 
was never reported to me. 

Mr. Doherty. — It is close to my house, and I never 
allow it to he used. 

354. Then why do you not report it? — I have done 
my duty by reporting on it, and no action has been 
taken. 

355. To whom did the Board of Works submit the 
water for analysis ? — Their own chemist. 


Mr. Mi>. liacl 
Doherty. 


Mr. Michael Doherty examined. 


356. Are you in the same district as the gentleman 
who has just given his evidence ? — Yes. 

357. Have you lived long in the town? — Since I 
was bora. 

35S. Is your district much the larger ? — Y es. 

359. Does your district comprise the worst parts of 
the town 1 — It does. My district, however, has im- 
proved. Since I was appointed, three years since, I 
have had more than 300 notices posted. 

360. Were you appointed immediately after the 
passing of the Act of IS 74? — Yes; I was appointed 
in the autumn of 1874. 

361. And you have acted ever since as sub-sanitary 
officer and, practically, as inspector of nuisance ? Do 
you confirm the evidence Dr. Devany has given — that 
the reports sent in on sanitary matters have been 
generally well attended to? — Yes, with the exception 
of two or three cases. . (Hands in report.) 

362. Chairman (having read report). — This is a 
report of a house in which several inmates were sick 
with fever. What action has been taken on that 
report? 

Dr. Devany. — I did. not consider it my duty to 
report on that house. I inspected the place, and I 
found nothing to report on. I had sent the inmates 
to the fever hospital before that. 

363. But, surely, one of the principal duties im- 
posed on the Corporation, as a sanitary body, in casp 
of fever breaking out in the town, is to take steps, tfi 
prevent it spreading. The sanitary officer wants to 
know what he is to do in such cases? — I consider it 


was the duty of the sub-sanitary officer to have had 
that place disinfected. 

364. You know he only disinfects dwellings by the 
direction of the sanitary authority. If you refer to 
the Act you will see that. (Reads the section of 
Public Health Act.) 

Witness. — When I called on the sanitary officer, Dr. 
Devany, he said the only thing he thought we could do 
was to get some chloride of lime and tell the parties to 
have the place disinfected and washed out. I could 
not carry any order into operation without the sanction 
of the sanitary committee. 

365. Do you report direct to the sanitary authority ? 
— No, certainly not. 

366. -Have you instructions from the sanitary 
authority to supply disinfectants in case fever breaks 
out in a place? — No. 

The Town Cleric . — No case .of the kind has arisen. 
If application was ever made to the sanitary authority 
they would give general' instructions at once. The 
matter has never come before the sanitary authority 
officially. 

367. Chairman (to Dr. Devany ). — Is it a fact that 
you never reported to the sanitary committee of the 
Town Council that there was an epidemic of fever in 
your district ? 

Dr. Devany . — I did not. 

368. Well, I recommend any of the members of the 
sanitary committee who are present now to take a note 
of the matter and consider it at their next meeting. 
(To Witness .) — What do you say to the condition of 
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privies and ashpits in yonr district? Are they kept 
clean) 

Witness. — They are. 

369. Do the bulk of the notices you have served 
relate to those ? — They do. 

370. Have new privies and ashpits been constructed 
in many cases since the Act of 1874? — In some new 
tenements belonging to persons in town they have 
been constructed. There is a matter with regard to 
water I wish to call vour attention to. 

371. Have you reported on the impurity of the 
water? — Yes. 

372. How many public pumps are there in your 
district ? — There are eight in my district, and those are 
all the pumps there are in Sligo, with the exception of 
the barrack pump. The only other public sottrce is the 
river by the Victoria-bridge. 

373. That is as bad as it can be ?^ Yes, 

Alderman Woods. — Some twelve years ago I was in 

ill health, and had to go to Dublin to consult a physi- 
cian. He asked me — “ What are your habits ? Do 
you drink water? Is there a pump in your neighbour- 
hood which is near a churchyard ?” I said there was, 
the Lungay pump, near the old abbey ; and he said 
this was what was destroying my health. 

The Town Clerk. — There is very good water down at 
Balinode, but that is away from the town. 

Witness.-. — In the district of Feeny there is not a 
pump the water of which is fit for drinking. The water 
of the town hall pump is contaminated with human 
excrement. 

374. Chairman (to the Town Clerk). — Have any 
steps been taken to remedy that ? 

The Town Clerk. — They have erected a new pump 
outside the town hall, to make up for this deficiency. 

Witness. — At the time- the old bridge was in exist- 
ence there was a slip on the east side of the bridge, 
over the weir, which filtered the water; but this slip has 
been closed up, and a new slip opened, and all the water 
from the privies in Knox-street now comes down here. 

375. Surely, if the water of that liver is in the state 
you describe, the. people ought to be pi-evented from 
drinking it? — There is a gentleman present who occu- 
pied a house in Knox-street at the time I inspected the 
house and the water-closets that emptied into the river, 
and he was present with me when I inspected the 
place. I asked him, “Do you actually dvink the water ?” 
and he said he djd. There was actually human excre- 
ment floating on the water. 

Dr. Devany. — I think it is only for washing purposes 
this water is generally used. 

IFifness (to Chairman). — You can see it on your 
way to your hotel. I showed it to. Dr. Cameron when 
he was down on official duty. 

376. Chairman. — I have known nothing worse than 
this anywhere I have been. Why do you nob get 
powers to procure better water 1 — We have been drink- 


ing it day by day since 1 869. In fact, in 1867 we were 
drinking it. 

377. How is it the Corporation have made no fur- 
ther effort to establish these waterworks for which they 
failed to procure the money ? 

The Town Clerk. — Their powers lapsed. If they 
did not do it within five years their powers lapsed, 
and they are now trying to get a provisional order 
to revive their powers of 1869. They failed in get- 
ting the money in consequence of some laches in 
the carrying out of the business. The petition is 
lodged; and I had a conversation the other day 
with the Local Governmeut Board Inspector, and lie 
told me he thought there would be an inquiry in a few 
days on the subject. 

378. Dr. Devany. — There is another matter I wish 
to draw attention to. I think it is a great hardship 
for a doctor to be called upon to inspect 7 00 houses for 
£5 a year. 

379. Chairman. — I have already alluded to that in 
the first portion of our report, and I cannot do more. 

Witness. — As regards the obtaining of the supply of 
water being proceeded with, at one time we were so 
far advanced that we had obtained a contract, and that 
contract was signed by the contractor, and signed by 
the Corporation, 

380. What year was that in ? — At the end of 1872, 
And, moreover, though we failed in getting money from 
the Board of Works, we had an offer of all the money 
we required at five per cent., but this was conditional 
on one per cent, commission on the money borrowed 
to the money-borrowers. It happened, however-, that 
the owners of the money intended to be given for that 
purpose lent it otherwise while the matter was pro- 
ceeding, and so the matter dropped. We would have 
been very glad to get the money for the same terms 
afterwards, and would have been very glad to pay the 
commission for tbe'money. 

381. Did you make any application since the Public 
Health Act came into operation? 

Alderman Kidd. — Yes, we had everything prepared 
for supplying water ; we had taken the contract, but 
we bud to get it ratified by- the Lord Lieutenant. The 
law adviser at that time stated as his reason for not 
advising His Excellency to confirm the contract, was 
its having been declared at an adjournment of a special 
meeting. The meeting convened for the purpose was 
adjourned, and it was again adjourned ; and eventually 
the contract. was agreed on between the- Corporation 
and the contractor, but inasmuch as there were two or 
three adjournments of a special meeting the law adviser 
recommended His Excellency not to sanction it. 

382. Was there nothing done between 1871 and 
1874? — Nothing was done, because labour hail ad- 
vanced, and iron had advanced in price. That was the 
principal reason why nothing was done between those 
years. 


Mr. Robert Crawford examined. 


383. On what point do you wish to give evidence ? 
— I want to give evidence to show that the passing of 
the Improvement Act pi-evented the Corporation im- 
proving the state of the town, and that the public 
health of the town is very bad. I have been mayor, 
and I am a member of the Harbour Board and Corpo- 
ration as well. In 1867 I brought the matter of the 
health of the town before the Corporation. The Corpo- 
ration appointed Dr, Tucker, then medical' officer, and 
myself to inspect matters ; and we went and saw every 
sewer connected with either side of the river. A depu- 
tation, of which I \vas one,, was then appointed to wait 
on the Grand J ury, and the Grand J ury appointed a 
committee of their body to report on the matter. Then 
the county surveyor was directed to make out plans. 
He, in addition to suggesting that sewers should be 
make on either side of the river, recommended that a 
bridge should be made from one side to the other, 
which would cost £500. The Corporation were about 
to make it ; but the Improvement Bill of 1869 cut us 


off from the Grand Jury, and the Corporation let 
matters remain as they were. I have brought the 
matter before the Corporation several times. 

384. The surveyor told us that the bulk of the main 
sewers were discharged below the tideway ; but he 
showed us some two or three sewers which were most 
injurious to the health, he thought of people living on 
the banks in hot weather % — But after all the sewers, 
have been emptied into the river the water is used for 
culinary purposes. 

385. Erom a report recently handed in by one of 
the sub-sanitary officers, it appears that there are a 
number of privies which do not go into a main sewer 
at all,? — All of those sixty or seventy sewers on either 
side of the river empty into it. The sewers were ori- 
ginally constructed to empty into the river. The river 
is really the reservoir of all the filth of the town. 

386. The surveyor said there ought to be an inter- 
cepting sewer on the south side o£ the river, but he did 
not think it so necessary on the north ? — That is true 

2 R. 
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Sligo. 
May IS. 1877. 

Mr. Robert 
Crawford. 


but in fact all tbe others empty into the river. I be- 
lieve about £1,000 would set the matter right. 

387. Has an estimate ever been made of the cost of 
an intercepting sewer on the south side ? — I had a 
conversation with our surveyor, and he thinks £1,000 
would put down earthenware pipes of two feet in cir- 
cumference, which would be a sufficient size. 

388. Chairman. — Have you not been able to induce 
the Corporation to take any action in the matter since 
the passing of the Improvement Bill of 1869 ? 

389. Alderman Kidd. — Does Mr. Crawford mean 
to say that the Grand Jury undertook the making of 
intercepting sewers ? 

Witness. — I do. I say they have got their surveyor 
to make out plans for those sewers, when they were 
stopped by the Improvement Act of 1S69. 

390. Has this report of July 21st, 1876, by Mr. 
John Layard and Mr. Devany been laid before the 
Council ? — It has, but they refused to take action on it. 

39 1. Chairman. — (Reads) : — 

“As sanitary officers of the Sligo Nos. 1 and 2 Districts, we 
hereby report to you that our attention has been directed to the 
fact tiiat tlie sewage of the town is carried into the river which is 
used by many persons ; and also that in dry weather the smell of 
the filth on either side of its bed is very noxious. We recommend 
that, as t'oe above must prove very dangerous to public health, im- 
mediate attention he taken to have the sewage conveyed through 
pipes laid in the bed of the river and discharged into the sea; and 
also that the bed of the river he cleansed." 

Are you a member of the sanitary committee ? — I was 
a member. 

392. What action was taken on that report ? — I 
prepared a resolution, but it was not taken action on 
by the Corporation. My resolution was to the effect 
that our surveyor be instructed to make an estimate of 


the cost of intercepting sewers as the Lest means of 
remedying the nuisance. 

393. Was the resolution not put ? — I put it, and it 
was seconded. 

394. Probably it is on the minutes 1 — No ; I looked 
and it is not on the minutes. 

395. What was done with your resolution? — It was 
not entertained at all. 

The Town Clerk. — The resolution, when it was re- 
ceived by me, was laid before the sanitary committee 
and by them it was referred to the Town Council, and 
it was put on the notice paper, and a special meeting 
called to consider the report. At the dose of the 
meeting Mi-. Crawford said he would introduce this 
resolution ; it was proposed by Mr. Crawford, and 
seconded by somebody else ; but the meeting separated 
as the resolution was being put, and it became a 
dropped resolution. 

Alderman Kidd. — The subject never came before 
the Town Council. 

Witness. — Well, in the case I tell you of it did. 

396. Chairman (to Witness ). — Have you ever 
brought forward the subject since? — Not since; the 
majority of the Council did not wish to entertain it. 

Alderman Kidd. — The majority of the Council 
perhaps did not wish to entertain it, because they 
were more anxious to get another supply of water. 

397. Chairman. — I never like to give ex cathedrd 
opinions ; but I will give one on this occasion, which 
is, that it is a pity all party feeling on this Bill of 1869 
has not died out, for it would he very much for the 
good of the town that it should do so, and that you 
should all join heart and hand in endeavouring to 
remedy the evils which must inevitably arise from the 
present state of things. 


May 111. 1877. 

Mr. William 

Tlioraiu 

Vernon. 


May 19, 1877, 

Mr. William Thomas Vernon examined. 


398. Are you secretary to the Grand Jury? — Yes. 

399. Have you any documents referring to an 
application of the Grand Jury, previously to the 
passing of the Act of 1869, with regard to the forma- 
tion of intercepting sewers in the river? — I have. 
( Hands in documents. ) That is the application 
for making 124 perches of intercepting sewer 
on the north side of the river from the slip at 
Holborn-street to Mr. Hogan’s, and that is the appli- 
cation for making 1 50 perches of intercepting sewer 
along the south side of the river from Bridge-street. 

400. These are the estimates for those works by 
Robert Stokes and John West. Were these individuals 
members of the Town Council?— I do not know. 

401. Their estimate, I see, was £1,600 for each of 
these sewers. Did the Grand Jury entertain this 
application, and direct the surveyor to prepare an 
estimate of the cost? — It was brought forward at 
petty sessions by Mr. Stokes, in November, 1868. It 
then came forward at next assizes of the spring of 
1869 for approval; it was then sent back to another 
sessions, at which the county surveyor produced the 
maps, plans, and specifications. It passed at the May 
presentment sessions of 1869. It was brought forward 
then at the summer assizes of 1869, and finally 
approved of. In June, 1869 (I was not then 
secretary to the Grand Jury, but an assistant in my 
uncle’s office), I advertised for tenders for these 
works, to be opened by the Grand Jury, as you will 
perceive from the schedule laid before the Grand 
J uiy. Accordingly, there were tenders put in for the 
sewers at £1,550 each, and opened by the Grand Jury. 

402. Were they accepted ?— No, I believe not. 

403. Do you know what was done with regard to 
them ? — I will only state as far as I can remember. I 
think it was on some technical ground that the work 
was thrown out by the Grand Jury, as clearly as I 
recollect. 


404. Was the Bill pending at that time before the 
Committee of the House of Lords. (Reads the evidence 
of Sir Robert Gore Booth, chairman of the Grand J ury 
of the county of Sligo, before the House of Commons, 
to the effect that the presentments in question had 
been approved of by the Grand Jury.) In point of 
fact the Grand Jury approved of all the presentments 
at the spring assizes, subject to certain conditions. 
Then they did not cany out the works, and you are 
not able to state distinctly on what grounds they de- 
clined to cany them out. (Reads the evidence of 
Colonel Cooper before the House of Lords, stating 
some technical objection had been raised on the part of 
the owners and occupiers, and that on this ground the 
Grand J uiy had been obliged to throw out the present- 
ment.) The effect of that is, that the Grand Jury 
having entertained a proposal did not finally accept that 
proposal on some technical ground, which was probably 
that the Bill was then pending, and it was not con- 
sidered on its merits. I see that Colonel Cooper was 
asked by the Committee of the House of Commons, on 
May, 1869, “ Why has not something of this kind been 
started for the last few years ?” and he replied, “ Be- 
cause their Bill has prevented us.” The evidence then 
continues — “ You know about the intercepting sewers , 
who first brought the matter forward ? It was a depu- 
tation from the Corporation ; they said that we, the 
Grand J ury, had introduced sewers into the river, which 
had polluted it, and they said it was essential all the 
sewers should be intercepting.” Then he is asked— 
u It takes some time after a schedule is laid before the 
Grand Jury to come to a conclusion on it ; will you 
state how that is ?” and he replies — “ My scheme ex- 
ceeding £50,000, requires, <Ssc." 

' Alderman Kidd . — I beg leave to say it was brought 
under the notice of the Grand J ury in the first instance 
in 1867, at the time Mr. Syms was mayor. (Schedule 
containing presentment referred to handed in.) 
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405. Chairman. — This is signed by Henry Lyons, 
and addressed to the Grand Jury. (Reads) : — 

“ Gentlemen,—' The sauitary committee of the Town Council of 
Sligo having directed the medical ollicer of Sligo to inspect and 
report on the state of affairs you refer to. it appears from his report 
and general observations, that the water of the river is grossly and 
dangerously defiled by several sewers discharging their contents into 
the river. As some of these sewers were made by former Grand 
Juries, I trust you will perceive the urgent necessity that exists f»r 
prompt measures to counteract their noxious influence. We submit 
for your consideration tlie necessity for large riverside sewers on 


either side of the river, to empty into the sea, and intercepting sewers Sligo 

to prevent any sewage flowing into the river. We would also urge 19 Jg . 

that riverside public roads be constructed tliereon, which are much 1 a 
required in Sligo. Trusting to your kind corporation for the carry- jf r . Wiliiair 
ing out of our suggestions, we have the honour to be, &c." Thomas 


It is quite clear tlie Town Council at that time were 
desirous that it should be done, and the point, I pre- 
sume, that Mr. Crawford wishes to lay stress on is 
that several years have elapsed and the work has not 
been done. 


Dr. Thomas Murray examined. 


406. Are you medical officer of health ? — Yes. 

407. Were you the medical officer of health at the 
time this question was sent before the Grand Jury in 
1867 ? — No. 

40S. Did you hear that report presented by Aider- 
man Lyons to the Grand Jury winch I read just now ? 
— No, I did not. 

409. Chairman (reads report). — However, you have 
been residing in the town as a medical man?— I have 
been residing here for three years and a half. 

410. Is there any medical gentleman in the town at 
present who was residing in the town at the time tlie 
report was presented ? — No. 

411. I merely wished to know whether the sewers 
which Mr. Crawford gave evidence about were tire 
same sewers about which application was made to the 
Grand Jury? — I cannot say whether they were or 
not. 

[It appeared from the evidence of several witnesses 
that the sewers were the same.] 

412. (To Mr. Doherty). — You are one of the sub- 
sanitary officers, and you have been residing in Sligo 
since you were born. Can you tell of your ora know- 
ledge whether or not the sewers that now empty them- 
selves into the river are the same sewers that were 
complained of to the Grand Jury in the year 1867 ? — 
I think the principal ones are the- same. " 

Mr. Alderman Woods. — Everyone of them are. 

413. Chairman. — Two sewers were pointed out to 


me by the borough surveyor yesterday ; one above and 
another below the bridge ; but irrespective of those 
there are a great number of houses the drains of which 
run into the river, and some of those were complained 
of to the Grand Jury. It was with the object of in- 
tercepting these that an intercepting sewer was pro- 
posed to be made along the north and south banks. 
Are all those sewers that were complained of to the 
Grand Jury in 1867 still discharging into the river, 
and in the very same condition in which they were in 
1867 ? - — They are. 

414. I believe that assertion is undisputed. Are 
you the consulting officer of the borough ? — No, only 
of the union at large. 

415. What interest do you come here to represent ? 
Are you a ratepayer of Sligo ? — I am. 

416. And you come here in that capacity. The 
person I wanted to get was the medical officer of tlie 
borough. Now, will you tell me what it is you wish 
to represent ? — I wish to represent that something 
ought to be done with the drams that discharge into 
the river ; because here at the Victoi'ia-bridge the 
people use the water constantly — for what purpose I 
do not know, but I constantly see them taking water 
from it. 

417. We had sufficient evidence on that subject 
yesterday, and I do not think we need go any 
further into it. I myself too had ocular evidence oil 
the matter yesterday. 


Dr. Thomas 
Murray. 


Dr. John Layard examined. 


418. Are you sanitary officer for No. 1 distinct? — Yes. 

419. How long have you been one of the dispensary 
medical officers 1 — Four years. 

420. Were you practising within the borough before ? 
— For about six months. 

421. Is the state of the sewerage now the same as 
when you first came here as regards tlie sewers that 
discharge into the river? — Quite the same. 

422. I suppose that, as one of the medical officers 
of the borough, you have had your eye upon these 
drains ? — I have 

423. And have any drains that emptied into the 
river when you first came been diverted from the 
river since 1 — -Not that I am aware of. 

424. Have any fresh sewers been taken into the 
river above high water? — Not that I am aware of. 

425. Are there several houses that have drains from 
the privies into the river? — There are. 

426. Is that above the source from which many 
people take their supply, or do you know whether they 

use that water for drinking as well as washing ? I 

do not know, but I know they take it into the houses. 

427. We had two sewers pointed out to us yester- 
day that drained direct into the river, one on the north 
and one on the south side. Are there more sewers 
than that ? — I am not aware of more. 

428. Are both of those above the Victoria steps, 
which is the place you have already said from which 
the water is largely used by the inhabitants ? — Yes, 

429. Can you tell us or not, whether it is a fact that at 
the present moment there is an outbreak of typhoidfever 
in the town ? — There is an outbreak of typhoid fever. 

430. How long is it since the first case? — Two 
months. 

431. Has it spread rapidly?— It is chiefly in the 
other district, so that I cannot speak positively on that 


subject. I think there are ten or twelve cases in the 
hospital. 

432. Have you had occasion to make complaints to 
the sanitary committee of the Town Council? — Yes. 

433. Have those been attended to ? — Not in every 
instance. 

434. What do you complain of still ? — The drainage 
is very imperfect. In some of the streets, I think, 
there are no main drains. 

435. We certainly saw from the map yesterday 
that the streets of Sligo are very well sewered ? — They 
are ; hut in three streets in my district the drainage 
is very imperfect. 

436. Are the houses in your district generally well 
provided with privies and ashpits ? — In those streets 
I have mentioned they are hot. 

437. Have you reported that to the sanitary com- 
mittee 1 — I have. 

438. Have any steps been taken to call on the 
parties to provide privies and ashpits? — I am not 
aware that any steps have been taken. 

439. Are they still in the condition they were in 
when you reported them ? — They are. 

440. Are there any slaughter-houses in your district ? 
— Only one, I think. 

441. Is that one well kept ? — No, indeed it is not 
well kept. 

442. Have you had complaints of it ? — I have. 

443. Do you know whether notices have been served 
on the responsible parties ? — Notices have been served, 
and they have cleansed it for the time being. 

444. Have you ever represented the fact that there 
is a want of a public slaughter-house? — I have. 

445. Do you know why the Corporation have never 
availed themselves of the power to provide one 1 — I am 
not aware of the reason. 

2R2 


Dr. John 
Layard. 
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446. Even supposing they do not drink the water, 
is the health of people affected, or is it liable to be 
affected, by the drains that run into the river ? — Oh, 
it certainly must be very injurious to health. I went 
and examined it. The smell is very bad at low 
water ; at high water, of course, it is covered. Yes- 
terday I found it very unpleasant passing across the 
river, inasmuch as I saw matter discharging itself in- 
to the river, which certainly should not be discharged 
therein. 


447. Do you believe the health of the inhabitants 
is actually affected by it ? — I do. 

448. Do you know whether the death rate in Sligo 
is high or low, compared with that of other towns in 
Ireland? — It is low compared with that of other 
towns — at least the number of registered deaths is low. 

449. Is the health of your district, at the present 
moment, with the exception of those two or three 

cases of typhoid fever, in a satisfactory state ? It is 

in a satisfactory state at present. 


Mr. John Walshe examined. 


450. Are you a ratepayer ? — Yes ; I am a car- 
proprietor. I have known the river for the last eigh- 
teen year's ; and previous to the time the sewers were 
under the control of the Grand Jury, they were annually 
cleansed. 

451. And have they been cleansed since they were 
under the control of the Grand Jury? — Never at all. 

452. And have the sewers since been worse? — 
Much worse. There are three main sewers that dis- 
charge themselves into the river, but the principal 
sewer runs down from the Court-house and discharges 
itself right under the first arch of the bridge, in the 


centre, on the south side of the river. I lost three of 
my children by the effluvia arising from this river. 

453. I have been requested to ask you a question 
in regard to the loss you have suffered. We have heard 
that one of the wells — the Lungay pump — was sup- 
posed to be polluted by the graveyard of the old abbey. 
Is that the pump from which you have your drinking 
water ? — I think not ; I think it is from Pound-street 
that I have my water ; but I know the people take 
water from the river. 

Alderman Kidd. — The Lungay pump is contiguous 
to a different burial-ground — St, John’s burial-ground- 


Mr. Charles Simpson examined. 


454. Were you a contractor under the Grand Jury? 
— I was a contractor for keeping the streets. 

455. Do you know whether or not these sewers, as 
distinguished from private drains, were annually 
cleaned by the Grand Jury when they had control of 
them ? — They were cleaned, not every year, but occa- 
sionally. 

456. You did that cleaning by the direction of the 
Grand Jury- surveyor? — Yes. 

457. Are you contractor under the Corporation 
now? — I am at present, but have not been for the last 
five years. There was another contractor. 

45S. Do you know whether anything has been done 


to cleanse these sewers where they empty into the bed 
of the river since the Corporation have hail control of 
the streets ? — I never saw them cleansed. 

459. Do you know whether or not the bed of the 
river was ever cleansed by direction of the Grand 
Jury ? — I never knew it to be cleansed by them. 

460. Has it ever been cleansed by the Corporation 
since 1869 ? — Certainly not, 

461. Do you know what is doue with the manure of 
the sewers when they are cleansed 1 — It is left on the 
banks of the river on either side. They are merely 
cleansed in such a way that they could uot choke up. 


Mr. Frederick 
H. Pollexfen. 


Mr. Frederick H. Pollexfen examined. 


462. Chairman. — You attended here yesterday with 
the view of presenting a memorial on behalf of certain 
members of the butter trade, and you desired to know 
whether I would hear their evidence. I have since 
last evening looked over the reports of the evidence 
given before the Committees of the Houses of Lords 
and Commons, and I shall tell you now what is, in 
my opinion, the position in which this matter stands. 
It appeal's to me, from looking into the Act of 52nd 
Geo. III., c. 134, that it is quite clear that it was the 
intention of .the Legislature that the weiglimaster 
should be appointed by the Corporation. The third 
clause enacts that when appointed the weiglimaster is 
to provide a weigh-house, beams and scales, and all 
necessaries and deputies. In fact the whole staff' is 
in his appointment and under his control. AJ1 the 
Corporation can do is to order his removal from office 
for misbehaviour, otherwise it. appears to me he holds 
the office for life. He is the person to whom com- 
plaints are to be made with regard to any mismanage- 
ment or grievance existing in the market. The 1,7th 
section fixes the fees to be paid to the weighmaster, 
and he is not bound to account to the Corporation for 
those fees. He may do so by arrangement or volun- 
tarily, but he is not bound to .account to anybody, 
and that being so, I don’t think it is necessary or of 
any use my examining witnesses on the. subject. I 
shall take it that this memorial has been presented by 
you on behalf of yourself and those other gentlemen in 
the butter trade, and if you so desire it I shall have a 
copy of the memorial put upop our not.es. (See 
Appendix No. 17, page 389.) 

Witness . — We were unable to get any redress .from 
Alderman Tighe, and we presented that memorial to 
the Corporation. 


463. Chairman. — Was this memorial presented to 
Alderman Tighe complaiiiiug of the way in which the 
butter market was regulated ? — Yes ; and we made 
complaints to Alderman Tighe before, and .the cause 
of complaint was not redressed. 

464. Upon your failing to get redress from Aider- 
man Tighe, did you present a similar memorial to the 
Corporation? — We did, 

465. What was their answer to it? — We got no 
answer at all. A deputation was appointed, and a 
requisition was sept to the Mayor, asking him to call 
a meeting to discuss the matter. I was one of the 
deputation, and I know we got no answer to it. There 
was up meeting called to look into the matter. 

466. Did you present this to the Mayor asking him 
to call the meeting ? — Yes. 

467. Did you do so in person ? — No ; it was done 
by the secretary. I know it was sent, I never heard 
of any answer haying been received, and no meeting 
was called. 

468. What I want to know is, dp you .wish me to 
place this memorial on our notes, for the Select Com- 
mittee of the House of Commous, an representing the 
dissatisfaction of the butter trade with the management 
of the butter market ? — Yes ; the entire dissatisfaction. 
The names signed to the memorial are the principal 
merchants in the butter trade in Sligo. 

469. I have been asked by AJdenp an Kidd to put 
the question to yon whether- or not you are appointed 
>y the butter .trade to appear here to day 1 — No. I 

. was appointed upon a deputation to appear before the 
- vmeeting that we requested the Corporation to call. 
I merely oame hero to-day as an individual member of 
the butter trade and a ratepayer, 

470. You dop’t ,copje he.re at the instance of those 
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wentlemen to request to have this memorial put upon 471. Alderman Middleton . — As one of the firm who 
the notes ? — No. I came here individually, but I have signed tins memorial, I desire to state that we wish it 
the approval of several of the trade. should be put upon the notes. 


Alderman K idd examined. 


472. Chairman. — As you were the chairman of the 
meeting at which this memorial was adopted, I may 
ask you have yon any objection to its being put upon 
our notes 1 — I have not the slightest objection to it. 
I was the principal party to it. 


Alderman James 

474. Chairman. — Reading from the report of the 
evidence taken before the Lords Committee on the 
1st July, 1869, on the occasion when the Bill of 1869 
was before both Houses, Mr. Rodweli, I find, asked Mr. 
Tighe these questions : — 

“ Yon brought this action against Mr. Wynne’s nominee ? — Yes. 

Q. To try the right? — A. To try the right. Q. In the interest of 

the Corporation ? — A. In the interest of the Corporation. Q You 
were mayor last year? — A. I was mayor last year Q. There- 
fore it was not a private act of yours, but you dirt it as the Corpora- 
tion ? — A. Yes. Q. And with respect to the money, you want hack 
this money which was advanced for the Corporation ? — .4. Yes ; and 
I want nothing more." 

Is that correct ? — What I meant was, that I wanted 
the money, not for the Corporation, but for the indi- 
viduals who advanced their money for the promotion 
of the Improvement Bill. 

475. It would, perhaps, make it a little clearer if you 
were to state the circumstances under which you came 
forward to try the right of the Corporation to appoint 
to the office of weiglimaster. That is, however, entirely 
a matter in your own discretion. 

Witness . — Read on a few questions, if you please. 
What the circumstances were you will find by the Blue 
Book at page 67. 

476. Was it immediately after the death of the late 
weiglimaster, the Right Hon. John "Wynne? — Some 
months after. 

477. Was it with the view of trying the question 
whether or not Mr. Owen Wynne was to succeed his 
father — whether he had the hereditary right to the 
office ? — I would simply ask you the question, would 
I be likely to run the risk of losing £. r >00 simply to 
try the right of the Corporation to appoint to this 
office. The Corporation appointed pie, but then they 
gave me no guarantee that if t|ie suit went against me 
that they would recoup me any money I would he out 
of pocket. 

478. But was there an understanding with the 
Corporation or anybody that you were to be recouped 
that money ?— No understanding with the Corporation 
or anybody. 

479. When you accepted the office did you know 
that there was a Mr. Clarke in the office, and that 
there woiild be the expenses of a law-suit ?— I knew 
that Mr. Clarke was in the office, and that there were 
the chances of a law-suit. 

480. Wljat did you mean by this, “ That you brought 
the action against Mr. Wynne’s nominee to try the 
light in the interests of the Corporation 1 ” — Yes ; in 
so far as supporting their right. 

481. “ And with respect to the money, you want 
back this money that was advanced for the Corporation, 
and nothing more ? ” — Yes ; and I want nothing more. 

482. What was that money 1 — Moneys advanced for 
the passing of the Improvement Bill — advanced by 
four individuals, not by the Corporation. 

483. Were you one of the individuals? — I was. I 
advanced myself £210. 

484. Are you correctly reported in saying that the 
costs were under £1,000 ? — I have read the reports, 
and a great; portion of those figures are inaccurate. I 
could not tell you what they were from memory. 

485. Could you tell rqe within £100 of what it was ? 
— I could not. 

486. Do you remember being called before the Com- 
mittee of the House of Lords, and examined by Mr. 
Rodweli? — I do, 


473. Does this memorial represent your views as 
well as the views of the other gentlemen who signed 
it ! — Yes ; decidedly. 


Tighe examined. 

487. Do you remember a letter being read to you 
by Mr. Rodweli? — 1 do. 

488. I may assume that this is the letter : — 

“ Sligo, May 1st, 1869. 

“To the Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgesses of Sligo. 

“ Gesti.emek, — As it will not be in my power to attend in London 
to give evideuce upon the ‘ Sligo Borough Improvement Bill,' and 
to state to the Committee my perfect readiness to resign the office 
of weiglimaster and taster of butters upon the passing of the Bill, 
so to enable the Corporation to receive the profits for the benefit of 
the town and aid of the borough fund to be provided by the Act, 

I now beg to state that I shall, and do undertake to "resign the 
office upon payment by the Corporation of the sums of money 
which other members of the Council and I have expended in assert- 
ing the rights of the Corporation, and proving their title to make the 
appointment, and the sums we have advanced as portion of the costs 
of the pending Bill. As the greater portion of the costs in the case 
of my action against Mr. Clarke have been awarded to me by the 
verdict of the jury under the direction of the judge, I am 
informed that the amount to be charged upon these proceedings will 
be very trifling. 

“Your obedient servant, 

'* James Tigiik." 

That was the letter which you wished to be put 
before the Committee? — Yes. 

489. Are those the sums that you referred to just 
now ? — Well, not exactly. There were other sums 
advanced. There is another letter mitten by me. 

490. “ As the greater portion of the costs in the case 
of my action against Mr. Clarke have been awarded to 
me by the verdict of the jury, under the direction of 
the jury, I am informed that the amount to be charged 
upon these proceedings will be very trifling.” Then 
Mr. Rodweli asked you was that the letter you wished 
to be put before the committee? — Yes. 

491. Mr. Rodweli put this question — “ Now since 
the decision of the Court of Chancery with regard to 
the rights of the Corporation and Mr. Wynne, you are 
prepared to resign the office you have upon payment 
of the costs you were put to in asserting the right” 
Was your answer to that, yes ? — It was. 

492. Then he further asked you whether “The 
money you contributed was to come back from the Cor- 
poration? — Y es.” The money you advanced was, you said, 
to be refunded by the Corporation? — A. Yes. Would 
you say yes to this question now ? — What question ? 

493. That upon the money that you and others had 
advanced being paid by the Corporation it was your 
intention to resign the office of weigbmaster ? — Yes ; 
and is so still. 

494. We have the opinion of the Master of the 
Rolls that you are in for life, and that your resignation 
Would be purely a yoluntary matter upon your part ? 
—Quite voluntary. I was under no obligation to 
write tkat letter or any other letter, but like many others 
anxious to get this Bill passed I made the proposal. 

495. As I understand that year you were mayor elect, 
I want to know whether you were asked to under- 
take the office of weighmaster or whether you volun- 
teered tp do so? — I did not, It was against my 
will. It was forced upon me, and there are gentlemen 
at this table who will tell you so. 

496. Theu may we take it you were pressed to 
undertake the- office of weighmaster, and you say in 
that letter that you were perfectly ready to resign the 
office for the benefit of the Corporation (and that is 
the only point which appears to me at all for our con- 
sideration)- You were willing to resign the office on 
being recouped the money which it cost to try the 
action to ascertain the right of the Corporation to the 


Slay IS, 1817. 


Alderman 

Kidd. 


Alderman 
James Tighe. 
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Si.igo. appointment, and the moneys advanced by you and 
May 19, 18/7. . your friends in promoting the Bill of 1S69 % — Yes. 

... 497. Do you still adhere to that ? — Yes. 

Alderman . / , . . . , 

James Tighe. 49b. As to any moneys you nave received as weigh- 
ra aster, are you prepared to give an account as between 
you and the Corporation up to tlie time you do re- 
sign ? — That, is a matter between me and tlie gentle- 
men who advanced the money. 

499. When you are satisfied that you have got 
sufficient money to bear your friends harmless out of 
the market, then do you mean to resign the office? — Yes. 

500. When you get the money either from tlie pro- 
fits of the office or from the Corporation to reim- 
burse yourself and your friends, then you say I am 
quite ready to resign the office ? — Yes ; and I render 
an account to those gentlemen to whom the money is 
due, and that is the only account I will render. 

501. I shall put the opinion of the Master of the 
Rolls upon my notes (Appendix No. 17, page 389), as 
obtained by Mr. Kernaghan, the solicitor for the 
Corporation. That opinion was given just antecedent 


to the appointment of Alderman Tighe, and I under- 
stand that his appointment was based upon that 
opinion? — Yes. 

502. The Master of the Rolls was clearly of opinion 
that there was no condition attached to the office of 
weighmaster, and that when appointed he held the office 
for life. Previous to appointment there mi»ht be a 
private arrangement made that he should resign under 
certain conditions, or that he should vender aifaccount 
of the fees to the Corporation, but there was nothing in 
the statute binding him to do so, and therefore I am of 
opinion that it does not come within the scope of my 
inquiry to call upon him to give any account of them. 
As the case stands I do not think I can «o into the 
complaints of the butter trade further than taking a 
note of the fact that tlie traders do not consider the 
butter market is satisfactorily managed, that a 
memorial on the subject was presented to Alderman 
Tighe, and afterwards to the Corporation, and placin« 
that memorial also on my notes. In reference to 
that I shall just ask the mayor one question. 


■Mr. Nelson. Mr. NELSON (the 

503. Chairman. — It was stated by Mr. Pollexfen 
that a memorial had been presented to you by the 
secretary of the committee of the butter trade in re- 
ference to calling a meeting of the Corporation, and 
that to that memorial no reply had been vouchsafed. 
Is that correct ? — In reply to that I may state that 
after consulting with a few members of the Corporation 
I did not send an answer. At the time we had under 
consideration an arrangement with Alderman Tighe 
with the view of getting the butter market into the 
hands of the Corporation, and until the termination 
of the negotiations, I, along with others, thought it 
would be more prudent to keep the matter in abey- 
ance, and that is the reason why the meeting was not 
called. 

504. Was it your feeling that so long as the office 
was filled the Corporation had no power to interfere 
with his management of the market ? — Not that so 
much as that pending tlie negotiations that were 
going on to get the market into the hands of the 
Corporation from Alderman Tighe, it was undesirable 
at that time to interfere with the arrangements of the 
market. 

505. Of course if there were complaints, the only 
way in which they could come under the cognizance 
of the Corporation would be by representations that 


mayor) examined. 

the market was improperly conducted, and if that 
were the case then the Corporation could exercise the 
power conceded to them by the Act of Parliament of 
cancelling the appointment? — Quite so. We had two 
meetings. 

[Here follow minutes of meetings of 18th April 
and 27th, as report of committee to be forward- 
ed by town cleik.l 

Witness . — That is how the matter now stands. 
The matter was referred to the Local Government 
Board, and this is their reply — 

“ Dublin, 8th May, 1877. 

“ Srn, — The Local Government Board for Ireland acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 1st instant, forwarding copies of reso- 
lutions passed by the Town Council of the borough of Sligo. 
With reference to the purchase of the interest of Mr. James Tighe, 
in the office of weighmaster and butter-taster, of the Sligo 
market, and stating that the object of sending the particulars 
to the Board is that they may approve of the Council doing so, 
and that there may be no difficulty in the future audit of the Cor- 
poration accounts to any of the members who may sign tlie cheque 
for the amount of tlie purchase-money ; and in reference thereto, 
the Board desire to state that they are riot aware that they have 
any power which would authorize them to interfere in reference to 
tlie proposed arrangement, and their approval therefore would not 
render the transaction a legal one, if not otherwise legal. 

“By order of the Board, 

“B. Basks, Secretary.” 


Mr. M'Kim. 


Mr. M‘Ki 

506. I found yesterday that among the officers 
you pay, there are two watchmen. What are their 
duties?— -Their duties are to go out at night and 
patrol the town, and if they see any danger of fire to 
report to the police — or, if they can take any remedy 
themselves to prevent it, to do so. 

507. Are they able-bodied men?— Well, they are 
not able-bodied men. 

_ 508. How old are they ? — One of them looks fully 
sixty years of age. 

509. Would you say they were efficient? — Well 
they appear efficient, but it would depend on the 
force that could come against them. 

510. Are they continued as a matter of charity? 
— They do a good deal of service ; by inspecting the 
houses for instance to see if the doors are shut, and 
looking after injuries to the lamps. 

511. Do the constabulary here patrol? — They do, 
up to a certain hour. 

512. Do the medical officers examine the slaughter- 
houses ? — I think they are waiting until they get the 
powers vested in them in getting the tolls, <fcc., from 
Mr. Wynne. 

513. But they have let the day go by for that? — 
No doubt but there had been very little complaint 
with regard to those slaughter-houses. There was 
one complaint but it was remedied. 

514. It was stated here yesterday that the Harbour 


i re-called. 

Commissioners in consideration of their contribution 
to the town hall had a room in it rent free. Is that 
true ? — Yes. 

515. What was the sum contributed? Some said 
£500 and others £1,000 ? — Their secretary told me it 
was £1,000. 

516. Alderman Woods. — It was £992 Is. Have 
any other persons rooms rent free in this building 
besides the Harbour Commissioners? — No. 

517. We have had a great many complaints made of 
the sanitary state of the river, and the exhalations that 
come from it. Has any report been made to the sani- 
tary committee before to-day ? — No. 

518. Is Mr. Crawford a member of the committee ? 
— He is : all the members of the Council are members 
of the sanitary committee. They are a committee of 
the whole house. Three forms a quorum. 

519. Has Mr. Wood Martin, who is not a member 
of the Corporation, made any complaint to the Corpo- 
ration of the state of the river with a view to the nuis- 
anoe being remedied ? — He has not. There was a letter 
from' Mr. Crawford on the subject, but prior or subse- 
quent to that there was no report on the matter. When 
this report was sent to me I sent it in before the 
Sanitary Board, and it was put on the notice paper. 
It just oame on at the dose of the meeting ; Mr. Craw- 
ford stood up and said he had a resolution to propose, 
but the meeting broke up, and would not hear it. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 


31)7 


520. Has tlie matter never been revived ? — Never 
been revived. By a clause in our Act there should be 
a notice on the paper before considering it. 

521. Did you not consider it your duty to put it on 
the notice paper for next meeting i — No, I assumed 
thev broke up with a view of letting the matter chop 
for the present. 

522. Is there any tire brigade in the town 1 — No ; 
but we have two fire-engines in connexion with the 
Corporation. 

523. Have they any men specially told off to work 
the fire-engines 1 — No : on an occasional fire we found 
the people were very willing to assist with the military 
anti police, and that very efficiently. The military 
have a fire-engine of their own. 

524. Has there been any alteration in the number 
of watchmen since the passing of the Improvement 
Bill ? — I do not think there has ; I think there were 


two watchmen in office before the passing of the Bill. Sligo* 
Before the Improvement Act there were fifteen or Jfaj m. l sn. 
sixteen of them, but so many are not now required. Mr _ M , Kim 

525. Can you tell me what are the hours for light- 
ing and extinguishing the lamps ? — The hours vary 
with tlie season of the year. We make out a regular 
scale, and the gas company cany out that scale. 

526. Are there any complaints in the town that the 
lamps are not regularly enough lit, or not kept lit 
sufficiently late? — Well, there are no special complaints. 

Some people would wish to have them kept lighted 
longer than others, but any well-founded complaints 
have been attended to by the Corporation. 

527. I see that at the rate you pay per thousand 
cubic feet the lamps can be kept lighting for only a 
limited period, namely, from September to May ? — 

Yes. Fi-om May to September they are not lit at all. 

It is a three-foot burner that is used. 


Alderman William Middleton examined. 


52S. Witness referred at some length to a certain 
sum disallowed by tlie auditor, Mr. Finlay, in his 
audit of the 9th April, 1872, consisting of £3 15 s. 
paid to the widow of George Carey for funeral ex- 
cuses, the deceased having been town constable to 
the Coi-poration. The auditor also disallowed a sum 
of £2 to the widow of a man named M'Goldriclc, 
a watchman under the old Town and Harbour Com- 
missioners. Furthermore, the auditor had disallowed 
items of £1 6s. 6 d. and £2, interest on bills of 
exchange for £148 9s., drawn by Mr. Alexander 
Gilmour, in connexion with an account for printing, 
advertising, &c., in relation to the Improvement Act. 

529. Chairman. — Do you know whether or not 
these amounts, surcharged to certain members, were 
paid ? — Not that I am aware of. The town clerk 
knows better than I. 

Town Clerk . — They have not been paid. In tlie 
first instance, when Mr. Finlay audited the accounts, 
he surcharged this £1 6s. 6 d., together with those 
other items. The Local Government Act gives power 
to persons who are surcharged the right to appeal to 
the Queen’s Bench, or go before the Local Govern- 
ment Board by petition. A petition was presented 
in the first instance, but no action taken on it. The 
Local Government Board, or then- officers, however, 
never demanded repayment of these sums. 

530. Did they confirm Mr. Finlay’s decision, or re- 
scind it ? — Practically they rescinded it. • 

531. What I want to know is this : Parties, if they 
feel aggrieved by these disallowances, have the privi- 
lege of applying to the Local Government Board by 
petition to rescind the disallowance ; and, I presume 
when this course is adopted, they receive an answer 
either confirming the decision of the auditor, or rescind- 
ing it? — There was an intimation given to the parties con- 
cerned that a disallowance was made, and they sent ; in 
their appeal. There never was any action taken by the 
Local Government Board to enforce the surchargt 


Alderman 

536. Now, as a matter of fact, has tlie auditor ever Middleton, 
taken any proceedings to recover that nionev ? — Aider- 

man Kidd. — No. 

537. This refers to the £148 9s. 8 d., and not to the 
other amount ? — Alderman Kidd. — Ob, I think it does; 

£146 was the original amount 

538. The total amount was £148 9s. 8tZ., and there 
were two surcharges, one of £1 6s. 6 d., and the other 
of £2, both for interest. Did you sign the cheque for 
interest on that money ? — I do not remember whether 
I did or not. 

Alderman Middleton. — I never heard of that letter 
before. 

539. - Chairman.— Did any communication come to 
you with reference to the other matters, or was pay- 
ment of the surcharges demanded ? — Town Clerk. — 

No ; and any action in the matter should have passed 
through me as petty sessions clerk. 

Alderman Kidd handed in a further communication 
which he had received from the Local Government- Board. 

540. Chairman. — I find this is a letter dated March 
11th, 1873, in which, after referring to their having 
taken counsel’s opinion with regard to the bill of ex- 
change, they say in regard to the other items : — 

“ It does not appear that the lawfulness of the auditor's reasons 
for the disallowance is questioned, the Corporation merely pleading 
usage in support of tlie payments. The Local Government Hoard 
therefore caunot make any order in regard to these items; but they 
think it probable that the auditor will not, under the circumstances, 
feel it incumbent on him to take any steps to enforce the disallow- 
ance of these two items on the present occasion, but he will not be 
justified in passing any similar payments in future." 

Alderman Middleton. — There was a meeting of the 
Corporation called previous to these disallowances for 
various purposes, among others with regard to this bill 
of exchange, at which meeting I was present. The meet- 
ing was of the finance committee, of which I am a 
member. It was summoned for twelve o’clock. I 
went there, and stopped more than half an hour. 

While I was sitting there Mr. Gilmour came in and 


532. The payment has not been enforced by the' . went out. I sat there for very nearly three quarters 
- - , 0 f during which nobody but Mr. Gilmour 

came in or out ; and then, considering there would be 
no meeting, I went out. 

541. Chairman. — In feet, your point is, that this 
resolution was passed at a meeting at which you went 
away, finding there was no quorum, and thinking that 
consequently no meeting would be held ? 

Town Clerk. — The minutes of each of these meetings 
are read at the subsequent meeting of the open council. 

542. Chairman (to Alderman Middleton). — Were 
you present when the minutes of that particular meet- 
ing were read ? — Alderman Middleton. — No. 

543. Chairman (to Toion Clerk). — Is it a common 
occurrence that, at a meeting fixed for twelve o’clock, 
or whatever hour may be appointed, the business is 
transacted when a member is gone away thinking no 
meeting would be held? — No ; and I believe that it 
was held within the hour. 

544. Is it a common custom that the business of the 
committee is transacted an hour after the appointed 

Chairman then read letter. time!— It is not. Alderman Middleton several times 


auditor ; but do you mean . to say also that the Local 
Government Board expressed their intention of allow- 
ing the amounts ? — Practically they did. 

533. What was their answer ? — They sent no special 
answer. 

534. WTiat do you mean by a “ special ” answer ? — 
There was no official answer. I believe there was an 
answer to the surcharged parties themselves. 

535. Who are the parties surcharged ? 

Alderman Kidd . — I am one, and I am ready to give 

you an explanation. I was one of the three who 
signed the cheques for the payments to Mr. Gilmour, 
but I am not quite sure about tlie other matters of the 
funeral expenses. I now produce the answer of the 
Local Government Board on the matter of the £148 9s. 
I should say that I and one or two others determined 
to contest the matter ; hut before doing so we resolved 
to wait on the Local Government Board, who very 
fairly heard our representations, and the result is that 
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complained of cLis,aud then u resolution was passed that 
no meeting should be held unless a quorum assemble 
within half an hour. (Reads minute of resolution.) 

545. (To Alderman Middleton ). — Is there any other 
matter with regard to the Corporation that you wish 


to speak of? — I wish to say, as chairman of the Har- 
bour Commissioners, that we contributed £500 first as 
a contribution to the building originally, and that the 
remaining sums, making up the £1,000, were given :is 
contributions to the dock tower. 


•A Merman 
W..u<ls. 


Alderman Wc 

546. Are you a town councillor and alderman ? — Yes. 

. 547. What is the subject on which you wish to give 
evidence ? — I wish to make a complaint in reference to 
the arrears of mayors’ salaries mentioned in the auditor’s 
report yesterday. 

548. Were you one of the mayors during those six 
years 1 — I was mayor in the year 1865. 

549. Chairman. — Oh, that was liefore any of the 
dates named in the auditor’s report ! 


ids examined, 

Witness . — The mayors did not appropriate their 
salaries in those years, but contributed them in whole 
or in part towards the erection of the town-hall. 
Alderman Lyons, for instance, gave £50, and after- 
wards £70. 

550. When you were mayor did yon give a contri- 
bution to your salary ? — Y es. 

551 . Alderman Middleton . — The town clerk can give 
the names and the amount of the subscriptions. 


Mr. John 
RiMington. 


GALWAY,— May 22, 1877, 

(Before Mr. Corbett, Chairman of the Commission.) 
Mr. John Redincton examined. 


1. Chairman. — Are you the secretary to the 
Galway Town Commissioners ? — Yes. 

2. Immediately previous to that were you not 
chairman of the Commissioner's yourself? — Yes. I 
had the honour of being chairman two years, and a 
Commissioner for several years before. 

3. How long have you been secretary ? — About a 
year and seven months. 

4. Prior to the passing of the Municipal Reform 
Act of 1840 Galway was, I believe, a municipal 
borough ? — It was. 

5. When was the property of the corporate body 
vested in the Town Commissioners under the 6th <fc 
7th William IV., cap. 117 %— Under that Act, which 
passed in 1836 — the first special Act for Galway — 
we elected twenty-one Town Commissioners, in whom, 
when the old Body Corporate was dissolved in 1840, 
all the rights and property of the old Corporation 
were vested, together with the advowsons of St. 
Nicholas. The next local Act was the present 
Governing Act, 16 & 17 Vic., cap. 200, under which 
twenty-four Commissioners were -elected — six for each 
ward — the North, East, South, and West Wards. 

6. For what period are they eleoted? — For three 
years — triennial elections. 

7. What is the qualification for Town Commis- 
sioner ? — A £20 rating to the relief of the poor. 

8. Or being the owner of real property of the 
annual value of £20, and being on the register of 
voters for the borough ? — Yes. 

9. And the qualification for electors? — £8 and 
upwards, and also tp be on the register of voters for 
the borough. 

10. And then was there not, under the Commis- 
sioners Clauses Act. incorporated with the Act of 
1853, plural voting adopted here — the only town in 
Ireland in which I find it? — Yes. 

11. Any person rated for £250 and upwards is, I 
find, entitled to six votes ?— Yes, and for £50 one 
vote, for £100 two votes, and so on up to six votes. 

12. Is that system of voting still in force here? 

Yes, and I think it works very well too here. 

13. Did not the rating powers of the Act of 1853 
enable you to levy Is. improvement rate? — Yes. 

H. According to Mr. Haudcock’s evidence before 
the Select Committee of the House of Commons that 
rate has never been levied? — No, but we are about 
levying one now for sewerage purposes. 

15. The Act of 1853 gave you power to establish 
waterworks, and to levy a general improvement rate 
— very like the Towns Improvement Act of 1854? — 
There is very little difference. 

16. Have you ever adopted the general Act of 
1854?— No- 

17. Nor did you ever adopt the Act 9th George 
IV. ? — No. We were entirely under the Act of 


1836 up to the Act of 1853, and from that time we 
have acted under the latter. 

18. In 1863 did you not obtain another Act, the 
tune having gone by for establishing waterworks l— 
Yes. The time had lapsed, and then we got anew 
Act to establish waterworks, 

1 9. That Act I believe gave you borrowing powers 
to the extent of £15,000 for waterworks ? — Yes. 

20. And enabled you to levy a general water rate 
of 3<?. in the pound, and a domestic water rate of lOd. 
in the pound 1 — Yes. 

21. Had not the Act of 1853 given you borrowing 
powers up to £40,000 ? — Y es. 

22. Have you ever exercised any of those powers 1 
— No. 

23. Did you borrow all the money you were 
enabled under the Act of 1863 ? — We did. 

24. Up to the time you got those rating powers 
for water, and those other powers which you did not 
exercise, was there any real property vested in the 
Commissioners or were you not dependent upon what 
are called the ingate and outgate customs which were 
iu the nature of a toll thorough ? — Yes, 

25. Had not the ingate and outgate customs been 
fixed by a schedule to the Act of William IV. in lieu 
of the old “ toll thorough ” which you derived under 
charter? — Yes, under charters of Richard II. and 
Elizabeth, and a series of charters. 

26. Those tolls which formed the bulk of your in- 
come once amounted, I understand, to about £2,000 
a year? — Yes; before the repeal of the Corn Laws. 

27. Was there then a rapid decline? — Yes, to about 
£900. 

28. At sometime — I don’t know when — they seem 
to have been mortgaged to the Gas Company, under an 
Order of the Court of Chancery and a receiver ap- 
pointed by the Court ? — Yes. 

29. How much of those tolls go to the gas company ? 
— Five-sixths of certain tolls to the gas company, and 
one-sixth to the Town Commissioners. 

30. What was the debt these five-sixths were to go 
in payment of to the gas company ? — It was to pay 
the current lighting, and then to pay the interest on the 
mortgages, and if the five-sixths paid more than that, 
then to go in liquidation of the mortgages themselves. 

31. But how did the Commissioners first become 
indebted to the gas company ? — I think myself that in 
the passing of this Act of 1853, the Town Commis- 
sioners got into debt to the gas company. During 
this time they never charged anything for lighting, 
and in that way the Commissioners got into debt for gas. 

32. An accumulated debt for gas. Did you after- 
wards get money from them to pay the costs of the 
Act ? — No. I think the two — debt and costs — together 
amounted to £1,300, and then that went on increas- 
ing until it amounted to £2,800. 
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33. You "went on getting gas for town purposes 
without paving for it 1 ! — "We were paying as much as 
we could. 

34. You went on exceeding your paying powers ? 

Yes ; until it reached .£2,800. 

35. Was that the maximum amount it ever reached ? 
—Yes. 

36. What year was that ? — It was about the year 
1SG8. 

37. I see, by Mr. M'Hugh’s report (the Local 
Government auditor), that upon the 1st October, 1868, 
it was £2, SI 5 13s 7d. ? — That is correct, that was the 
proper amount then due. 

38. Was that the first time you are aware of auy 
account having been taken and balance struck between 
the Commissioners and the gas company? — Yes. 

39. Since that time, has any account been taken 
between die gas company and the Commissioners as 
to what the amount of the debt is ? — No ; we keep an 
account for ourselves. 

40. I understand from the auditor’s report, there is 
a serious discrepancy between the two ? — Yes. 

41. In what year- was the receiver appointed? — In 
the year 1 862 the receiver was appointed. On Octo- 
ber 1st, 1868, an account was taken, and £2,815 
13s. 7 d. was the amount of the capital debt. 

42. Since then, have the five-sixths of the tolls been 
sufficient to pay the interest on that debt, and any 
portion of the capital ? — No ; latterly the five-sixths 
hits amounted to a good deal more ; but for some years 
it was not sufficient even to pay the lighting. 

43. Since then have you not reduced the number of 
lamps, and have you not in fact, as I understand, since 
1868, reduced the debt ? — I maintain it is reduced to 
£1,610. 

44. Do you know wliat the gas company believe it 
to be ? — I believe they think it to be £2,400. 

45. Mr. M'Hugli, in September last, says, the 
balance is stated by your books to be £1,610 13s. lid. 
“ But,” he adds, “the gas company claim a muck larger 
sum, and they have received five-sixths of these tolls 
from the appointment of the receiver in 1862." Is 
that five-sixths of the gross tolls, or five-sixths after 
paying the collector and receiver? — After paying the 
receiver. 

46. What salary does the receiver get ? — £60 a year. 

47. Has the collector a per-centage '! — The receiver 
is in fact collector-. He gets it from the collectors, 
and he gets £60 a year for that ; and he pays over 
five-sixths to the gas company. There are several 
small collectors at each gap. They receive from 12s. 
to 13s. a week. 

48. Do they receive poundage? — No. 

49. Does their number vary from time to time ? — 
Yes ; at fairs, for instance, we require to have an 
additional staff of collectors. 

50. Are the expenses of the staff paid in the first 
instance by the receiver ? — The gross receipts go into 
Ids hands, and he pays himself and his collectors, and 
then pays five-sixths to the gas company, and the re- 
maining one-sixth to the Commissioners. 

51. You only get one-sixth, hut I see in 1875 you 
entered £1,000 3s. 5 d. as x-eceiptsfrom tolls. How was 
that ? — We debit ourselves with the whole, and pay the 
gas company so much. 

52. Then the whole of these tolls only amounted to 
£1,000 3s. 5 d. 1 — Yes ; we debit ourselves with the 
whole of the revenues. 

53. Is £1,000 3s. 5 d. about the average amount of 
the tolls ? — It has inci-eased greatly for the last two or 
three years. 

54. You say it fell off rapidly at the time of the 
repeal of the com laws. Since that has there been a 
gradual recovery? — No ; the increase has taken place 
within the last few years. For instance, the tolls and 
customs in 1872 were £1,056 9s. 9 d . ; in 1873,' 


£1,116 14s. 3d. ; in 1874, £1,234 15s. 3d. ; in 1875, 
£1,311 3s. 2d. ; in 1876, £1,490 12s. 5 d. 

55. Those figures include, do they not, the l-eceipts 
from the Crown ? — Yes. 

56. So that in point of fact you are i-eceiving now 
in tolls and customs, and from weighing, about £450 
rnoi-e than you did in 1871 ? — Yes. 

57. Why have no steps been taken to come to an 
understanding with the gas company as to the amount 
of capital debt still outstanding ? — Well, I do not 
think we could well go to the Master to ask him to 
decide, as it will eventually come before him. We ax-e 
waiting to pay off the debt. 

5S. I thought you got a provisional older in 1874 
or 1875 to borrow £3,000 to pay off the debt. You 
got two provisional orders, one in 1874 and oxie 
in 1S7 5. Did not one of them authorize you to boi-row 
this £3,000, and the other to levy a paving rate of 2s. ? 
— That was in consequence of one of the judges of 
assize, Judge Fitzgerald, deciding that the Grand Jury 
could not present for the roads within the municipal 
boundary, the Town Commissionex-s being bound by 
their Act to repair them. 

59. Up to the time of that decision of Judge 
Fitzgerald, had the Grand Jury of the county of the 
town repaired all the roads within the borough ? — All. 

60. Was that one of the i-easons you never levied 
that Is. rate under the Act of 1S63? — The Is. rate 
was not applicable for the maintenance of the roads ; 
it was for improving the streets. 

61. Wliat was the year- in which Judge Fitzgerald 
gave that decision? — 1874.* 

62. Immediately on that decision, I suppose, you 
found yourselves in a great difficulty? — Yes ; we had 
to get up subscriptions to keep them in repair. 

63. Then you got a Pi-ovisional Order in 1874 for 
a rate to be called the “ two-shilling paving and re- 
pairing rate,’’ and in 1875 you got another Provisional 
Order authorizing the ( Jommissionei-s to borrow £3,000 
to pay off the gas debt? — Y es. 

64. How was it you did not pay off the gas debt ? — 
The Loan Commissionex-s told us that they were not 
authorized to grant the money for such purposes. 

65. Could you not have got the money from some 
other soux-ce even if the Loan Commissioners refused 
it ? — I doubt that very much. 

66. Was there not an Act coixfirming those Pro- 
visional Orders called the “ Galway and Kingstown 
Provisional Confix-mation Act”? — Yes. 

67. I cannot understand how, having got the 
authority of tho Act of Parliament for a special pux-- 
pose, you did not try to get the money from other 
sources. However, they declined, you say, to lend you 
the money ? — They did. 

68. And have you not applied to any other quarter 
since ? — No. 

69. Under that Provisional Order of 1874, arising 
out of this decision of Mi-. Justice Fitzgerald, was 
there an alteration made in the area of rating ? — No ; 
thex-e was no change made whatever in the x-ating. 

70. Tire area of rating is peculiar here, I .under- 
stand. What is the municipal ax-ea ? — A radius of two 
miles from St. Nicholas’ Church. 

71. What is the area of the county of the town? — 
Two miles further out, taking the same centre. 

72. Is the latter conterminous with the Parlia- 
mentary area ? — Yes. 

73. Then the Grand Jury of the county of the town, 
I presume, still repair all the roads within the outer 
circle ? — Yes. 

74. So that, although the decision of the judge did 
not in terms lead to an alteration of the area of ratiixg, 
it practically had that effect, as from that time fox-th 
the Gx-and Jury repaired only the roads in the outer 
circle, while the Town Commissioners repaired the 
roads in the inner circle ? — Yes. 


* I subsequently learnt from Mr. Itedingtou that no actual decision was given by Mr. J ustice Fitzgerald at tbe Spring Assizes, but 
tliat he having expressed an opinion to that effect, the matter was brought before the Court of Queen’s Bench, who quashed the present- 
ment passed at the previous assizes. „ 

fi. Corbett. 

2 S 


Galwat. 

.1 fan 22 , 1877 . 

Mr. John 
Itedington. 
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75. That, of course, causes some inconvenience. 
For instance, what is the rateable value of the inner 
circle? — £26,100; and the rateable value of the out- 
side radius is .£0,526. 

70. Consequently, I presume, the outside area pays 
much heavier rates for the roads than the inside area ? 
— They do. 

77. What is the average amount paid for the repair 
of the roads in the inner circle ? — About, on an aver- 
age, £1,000 a year. 

78. Does a tenpenny rate cover that? — Yes. 

70. What is the average cost for the outer circle ? — 
About £700. 

. 80. Well, then, if on a rateable value of £26,100 
you require a tenpenny rate to defray a cost of £1,000, 
the outer circle, with a valuation of only £6,520, 
must, in order to raise £700, he more heavily taxed ? 
— Yes. There have been several plans to alter the 
matter, but they have not been acted on. 

81. Has not this report which you have handed to 
me been principally drawn up by your chairman, Cap- 
tain O’Hara?-— Yes. 

S2. It seems to have been prepared with a view to 
its being laid before the Select Committee of the House 
of Commons on Local Taxation ? — Yes. 

83. Do you desire on the part of the Commissioners 
to put this in as evidence ? — What Captain O’Hara 
desired me to state was, that this report embodies the 
greater portion of the evidence he would have wished 
to give it present. I have been reminded by a Town 
Commissioner that there was a resolution of the Town 
Commissioners directing that report to be sent to the 
Select Committee of the House of Commons. 

84. Has this report been laid before the Commis- 
sioners?: — It has. 

85. I see it suggests four different arrangements, 
but expresses no direct preference for any one of them, 
except so far as to say such an arrangement would be 
very unfair in so-and-so, giving the arguments pro and 
con in each case ? — Yes. The report was then laid 
before the Commissioners, and they have adopted the 
third plan as the one they prefer.' That is the plan 
extending the inner circle, or present municipal men, 
to the outer circle of four miles radius. 

SG. Numbeis 3 and 4, I see, contemplate the aboli- 
tion of the Grand Jury of the county of the town. 
Arrangement No. 1 is to extend the present municipal 
or two-mile radius to the Parliamentary boundary or 
iour-mile radius ; iu other words, to make the Par- 
liamentary and municipal boundaries conterminous, 
and to place the whole of this area under the jurisdic- 
tion^ of the Town Commissioners for all fiscal purposes ? 

87. Then the second plan which would merge the 
roads in the area of the outer circle with the baronies 
on which they abut, would apparently increase the 
rates of Clare Barony by one penny in the pound ; it 
would leave Moycullen Barony the same, and decrease 
the rate on Dunkellin Barony by, perhaps, one farthin"? 
— That is so. 

88. Chairman". — This second arrangement would, 
no doubt, be a benefit to the ratepayers of the outer 
circle, but then the ratepayers of the inner circle would 
bo charged with about £450 a year more than they 
are at present 1 — Yes. 

• 89. Numbers 3 .and 4 are to some extent alike, in 
so far that they both propose to abolish the county of 
the town Grand J my. The difference is that by No. 3 
you would extend the jurisdiction of the Town Commis- 
sioners for all purposes to the outer circle. . Byarrange- 
meut No. 4 you would not do that, but you would 
absorb the outer circle, as in arrangement No. 2, with 
the baronies on which they abut?— Yes. 

90. . Now read me the resolution passed when this 
report was before the Town Commissioners. 


“ Juno loth, 1876. 

‘‘The report of the Committee of the Town Council on Local 
Taxation was discussed at some length; and on the motion of Mr. 
Davis, seconded by Mr. Gill, arrangement No. 3, referred to iu the 
report, was agreed to by a majority of nine to two, and the Chair- 


man agreed, on behalf of the Commissioners, to give evident. 
subject before the Towns Taxation Committee at the present shr * 
of Parliament. The Chairman declined to vote on the question" 2 

91. Since you got powers under this Provisional 
Order of 1875 (the Act was not passed until 1S75 al 
though the order was obtained in 1874), have you ever 
levied a 2s. rate?— We did not levy the whole of it- 
we have levied two 10(2. rates. 

92. With those two 10<7. rates have you been able 
to keep the roads in proper condition ?— There have 
been some complaints. 

93. Had you to appoint additional officers ?— We 
had. 


94. Have you a borough surveyor ? — Yes. We nay 
him £50 a year ; besides this hois to have £200 at the 
closing of the sewerage. 

95. Have you been executing additional sewera'-e 

works ? — Not until latterly. s 

90. Since what date have you been engaged on 
them ? — During last year principally. We borrowed 
a sum of £8,000 to make a complete system of 
sewerage in the town, under the Act of 1853. We 
will levy a certain amount to pay off the interest of 
that £8,000. It will come to about id. in the 
pound. 

97 . From whom did you get that £8,000 ? From 

the Board of Works. 

98. How long ago? — It is about a year and a half 
ago. We have only got a portion of it yet ; we are 
taking as we require it. We have only about 
£2,000 and odd drawn out as yet. The first instalment, 
received in October, 1S75, was £500. We drew then 
in October, 1870, £1,000, and iu January, 1877, 
£1,500. 

99. That is £3,000 out of the £8,000, not £2,000? 
— Yes. That is repayable at the end of thirty years. 
Wc pay £5 8s. 8c?. to repay principal and interest 
for every £100 annually. 

100. And as yet you have paid that regularly ? — 
Yes. 

101. With the exception of the debt to the Gas 
Company, is your only other capital debt the £15,000 
you borrowed from the Loan Commissioners to pay 
oil the debt on the waterworks? — Yes; Boss and 
Murray were the persons who had the works, and 
they had a mortgage on the works. 

102. You borrowed, I understand, the £15,000 from 
individuals in the first instance ; so that in fact you 
did not get this loan from the Public Works until 
afterwards? — We only got the loan from the Public 
Works to pay them off in 1875, and having only a 
mortgage on the waterworks of £13,531, that left a 
balance in the hands of the treasurer of £1,500. We 
had the waterworks at Salthill to repair out of that 
too. That is the reason we borrowed the £15,000. 

103. Do you pay for that at the same rate, 
£5 8s. 8 d. per cent. ? — Yes ; that pays capital and 
interest. 

104. What were you paying on the old mortgage ? 
— Five per cent. We have it now on most equitable 
terms. 

105. By this time have you paid three instalments 
of that ? — Yes. 

106. Those two loans from the Public Works 
Commissioners, and the debt to the Gas Company 
constitute, you say, all your capital debt? — Yes. 

107. How does that now stand? — What is the 
balaiice due to the Public Loan Commissioners after 
deducting the three instalments that have been paid 1 
— £13,856 15s. 5 d. is the amount due on the water- 
works. Then on the £3,000 taken up for sewerage 
purposes £2,908 17s. 2 d. is due to the Public Works 
Loan Commissioners. 

108. Do you t hink you will require the entire 
£8, COO ? — I think not. 

109. Then the other debt you put at £1,610 
13s. 11c?. to the Gas Company, which may be more 
or may be less, when the account is taken ? — Yes, 
I think that is accurate too. The only difference 
between us is that the Gas Company charge interest 
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on the current balance for the year, and we think 
they are only empowered to charge interest on the 
mortgage, and not on the balance at all. 

110. You contend, I presume, that your payment 
should be first taken as for the current consumption of 
n; and they are then entitled to charge interest only 
on what remains of the original mortgage, after de- 
ducting all that has been paid off? — Quite right. In 
consequence of this transaction we keep no less than 
four different sets of accounts. 

111. The first is your general account ? — Yes, what 
we call our Number 1 account, which is the tolls 
and customs account. 

112. I will just go through these four accounts 
very shoitly. Have you any treasurer beside the 
bank ? — No. 

113. Then I will go through them with you. For 
the year ending September 29th, 1876, you started, I 
see, with a balance in the bank on the general account 
of £21 13s. The gross amoimt of tolls was £998 19s. 
10f/. Then I see a number of cranes and weigh- 
bridges at which collections are made ? — These are 
what are called “ customs.” 

114. Ar e all these for weighing? — Most of these 

115. What is the distinction between tolls collected 
by the receiver and these other customs ? — The tolls 
are those dues mentioned in the schedule of the Act 
of 1853 ; the customs are not mentioned in it. 

116. Under what authority do you levy those 
customs? — Schedules B and C are the “Ingate and 
outgate tolls.” 

117. Are schedules B and C all that are mortgaged 
to the Gas Works? — Yes. 

118. Then schedule D, the only remaining one, 
contaius these fees for weighing and for market 
standings ? — Yes. 

119. Are the ingate and outgate tolls in the Acts of 
1853 and 1836 identical? — Yes. 

120. From standings and from fees, from weighing 
and stallages, and so forth, in connexion with different 
articles and in different streets in the town (where you 
are empowered to hold markets, I presume), you col- 
lected in one sum £517 7s. Id.?- — Yes. 

121. Are these markets held in the streets or are 
there covered markets ? — They are held principally in 
Eyre-square. 

122. Is this an open market? — Yes ; we have no 
covered markets. 

123. Are these “ standings ” put up in tire street? 
— They are small sheds put up near the church of St. 
Nicholas, where they sell apples, &c. 

124. By the Act of 1853 you were, I think, em- 
powered to establish public slaughter-houses ? — Yes. 

125. Have you done so ? — We have. 

126. But I gather from what I have seen in the 
newspapers here, they are not in proper working 
order? — No. We have paid very heavily for them ; 
we expended £320 last year on improving our 1 public 
slaughter-house, and it is not finished yet. 

127. I see you received on the slaughter-house ac- 
count £50 Is. lOd. What was that receipt for ? — For 
cattle slaughtered there. 

128. In fact, then, the slaughter-house is so far 
finished that it is used to some extent ? — Yes. There 
are no sheep, however, killed there yet. 

129. Here is also another item of £18 from private 
slaughter-houses. What is that for? — For licenses. 

130. Are there any slaughter-houses in the town 
that are not licensed ? — None that I know of. 

131. Are they all reported on by your officer of 
health ? — Yes. It is the town steward has the regula- 
tion of them. 

1 32. Is the town steward executive sanitary officer ? 
■ — He is collector of water rates also. 

1 33. Is he responsible for the slaughter-houses being 
kept in a proper sanitary state ? — No, it is the sani- 
tary officer who does that. 

134. Is the town steward only responsible for col- 
lecting the money ?— That is all. 


135. Is Eyre-square the property of the Commis- Galway. 

sioners? — Yes. May 22 , *877. 

136. Had they that property at the time of the pass- RIr John 

ing of the Act of 1853 ? — Oh, long before that. Redington. 

137. Then, at the time of the passing of the Act of 
1S40 had they that property? — They have only a 
lease of it from Hedges Eyre, so that I was not very 
far out when I said we had no property. It is a lease 
“ for ever,” but it is to be kept as a square. 

138. Do you get anything for the grass on it 1 — Y es, 
and we get £9 a year from the private inhabitants for 
the use of the keys. 

139. You got £10 from the square last yeai\ What 
rent do you pay for it? — £1 a year. 

140. Then we come to £3 4s. Gd. for “ Fines on 
watchmen " and “ Bent of land," what is that ? — The 
rent of a small patch of land near the manure depot, 
which we let out at 22s. Gd. a year. 

141. “£1G 7a. 3d. from small fairs;’’ what is the 
meaning of that ? — We charge customers on the cattle 
coming into the fail’s. 

142. Are there two classes of fairs held in the town ? 

— There are several small fairs held in the town. 

1 43. Is there a fair-green ? — No ; the fairs are held 
around the square. It would not benefit the square 
much to have a fair held in it. 

144. How often are these fairs held? — Quarterly. 

145. What is the amoimt of the petty sessional 
fines ? — £51 4s. 8c?. 

146. You received, I see, also 16s. 3d. for “Interest 

allowed by the treasurer ”?— Yes ; it’s the first omen 
of prosperity. > 

1 47. These, with some other trifling items I need not 
mention, your total receipts came to £1,690 7s. Gd., 
out of which you paid the receiver and collector of tolls 
and watchmen, £240 14s. -id. These are lumped to- 
gether by the auditor. Have they anything to do with 
each other ? — The watchmen are sometimes called on to 
collect. 

148. Did you pay the gas company £623 9s. 7 d.l 
— Yes. 

149. Then I find additional wages allowed by the 
master to the toll collector amounting to £152 16s. Gd. ? 

— That is what we have to pay them. We have to 
collect for the fairs at all the different places. 

150. Then am I to take it that £240 14s. id. is the 
permanent cost allowed by the master for receiving 
and collecting, including what is paid to certain watch- 
men employed in collection, and that in addition to 
that there is a further allowance amounting last year 
to £152 16s. Gd. I— Yes. 

151. Does the extra or additional cost amount to 
that on an average ? — Yes. 

152. You paid also a further £36 0s. Sc/.to watchmen ; 
are these night-watchmen? — Yes, we have now only 
three. We pay them an average of 13s. a week wages. 

153. Are they on duty all night ?— They are sup- 
posed to be. 

154. These are I suppose the men who were fined. 

Is there anyone to watch them ? — They are under the 
supervision of the town steward. 

155. What salary does the town steward receive ? — 

He only receives £25 a year, but he makes some £50 odd 
as collector of water-rates. 

156. What time do these watchmen go on duty at 
night? — They go on at ten at night, and they go off 
duty at six in the morning. 

157. The constabulary patrol up to eleven o clock, I 
think? — Yes. 

158. Do the watchmen work well with the consta- 
bulary here?— They are. so few they can scarcely fight 
With the constabulary. 

159. Have you heard any complaint of them from 
the constabulary ?— No. 

160. Or from the inhabitants ? — No ; there had 
been some complaints previously, but latterly they have 
been doing their business pretty well I believe. 

161. Do you give your square gardener £26 14s. a 

year? Yes. You see we have not much profit from 

the square. 
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Galway. 162. The slaughter-house keeper gets £35 2s. ; is 
Mnij a, 1S77. that paid weekly ? — Yes, he gets 13s. a week. 

Mr. John 163. Your own salary, £63 11s. 2d., appeals an 

Rwli'iigtoii. uneven sum 2 — There was something due on a previous 

year. My salary is £100 a year, and it is divided 
over different accounts — for instance, there is £50 odd 
in one account, and £20 odd in another, and so on. 

161. £73 19s. lOd. comes next, described as a bal- 
ance of repairs to slaughter-house, but I am afraid it 
is not a final balance ? — No, we commenced other 
operations after paying off that balance. 

165. Rent and taxes, including three years’ rent of 
slaughter-house came to £109 12s. Id. Is £28 a year 
the rent of the slaughter-house 2 — Yes. 

166. And £20 os. Id. went for the repair of lamps. 
Do you pay all the repairs of the lamps ? — Yes ; for- 
merly the company did the repairs I think ; we do 
them now. 

167. Do you light at so much per lamp, or so much 
per thousand cubic feet 2 — At so much per lamp. 

168. How much do you pay per lamp? — £1 per 
lamp at present. If you take off the three mouths 
when we do not light it is about £3 4s. per month. 

169. Who regulates the horn's duriug which you 
are to light 2 — We have a regular agreement to light 
at certain hours. The town steward looks after that, 
and sees if they are properly lit, and at the right 
hours. 

170. You say you have reduced the number of 
lamps. Are they sufficient to light the town now 2 — 
I do not think the public have been inconvenienced 
by the reduction. 

171. The best test would be whether there were 
any complaints 2 — There have been some isolated 
complaints of inconvenience, but I do not t hink the 
public really have been inconvenienced by the 
reduction. 

1 / 2. Then we come to £5 9s. 1 d. for new weights 
for the crane, £8 for election expenses (of Commis- 
sioners, I presume), £11 15s. 6d. for the clothing 
of watchmen, £14 repairs of town clock, and 
£46 15s. 2d. “toll-house”? — Yes. There are two 

toll-houses. 

173. Have you different places of collection for 
the ingate tolls at the outside of the town, as in Cork 2 
— Yes. 

1<4. So that every kind of produce liable to these 
tolls pays as it comes in or goes out ?— Certainly. 

1 t 5. Well that is a source of revenue that has 
been reported against a good many times I think. It 
was reported against very strongly by the Fairs and 
Market Commissioners, and also commented on 
severely by the Commissioners of 1835? — Yes, and 
in 1853, Lord Redesdale was very much against it. 

176. Your “printing and bill-posting” seems to 
have come to £17 2s. 2d., and “ law costs ” £12 2s. • 
what were those costs for 2 — Some small expenses at 
sessions or something of the kind. 

177. The salary of town steward, £25 ; and sundries 
amounted to £42 13s. lid., leaving a balance of 
£124 6s. Id. in the treasurer’s hands on No. 1 
account 2 — Yes. 

178. I do not see any dog-tax brought into this 
account? — The Grand Jury get the dog-tax. 

179. How is that? — I cannot say. 

180. Did you ever apply for it 2— No, we were not 
empowered to apply for it. But for our member, Dr. 
Ward, we would not even have the fines, which by 
some mistake were not put into the bill. Our special 
Act does not empower us to get the fines or the 
dog-tax. 

re 18 i‘- 111611 Low do sa 7 y 0 ™ got the fines 2— Under 
the nines Act. At the time the Town Commis- 
sioners generally were to get the fines j Dr. Ward saw 
we were not included, and he managed to get a clause 
including us put into that Act. 

182. Number 2 is the road account. You started 
with a balance due to the treasurer of £454 7s. 7 d. 2— 
^es, we got an advance from the bank for it. At 
that feme we had not levied a rate, and had not 


taken up any of the money we were entitled to and 
the bank advanced us the money in the meantime 
183. But in 1876 you levied a lOtf. rate and 
apparently collected £1,178 19s. 9d. in addition to 
which you got £69 3s. 8 d. on account of Govern 
ment property, and £96 11s. from the sale of 
manure? — Yes. 


184. On the other hand you paid £1,543 13« fid 
for street repairs and cleansing, and thus while yon 
were in debt to your treasurer £454 Is. 7 d. at the 
beginning of the year, you owed him £653 6s. 8 d at 
the end of it. How was it that you did not 
endeavour to get this work done by contract ? Did 
y°u find it cheaper to do it yourselves ?— No ; we let 
out the reads ourselves whenever we can, but at 
present the sewerage works are going on through the 
town, and we could scavcely'get a contractor to take 
them in their present condition. We are most 
anxious to set them by contract, and will certainly do 
so when the works are completed. 

1 85. Are these works being done byyourselves under 
your borough surveyor? — Yes. We have a borough 
surveyor, and two other engineers in temporary em- 
ployment especially for these works. They are consult- 
ing engineers. 

1 86. Number 3 is the sewerage account. This is in 
fact your sanitary account also ? — It is. 

187. Have you any rate at present for that account? 
— No rate struck. 

18S. But you received £500 in 1876 on account of 
the £8,000 loan? — Yes. 

189. Yougot£30 repayment from the Local Govern- 
ment Board on account of salaries of sanitaiy officers ( 


190. You also received £3 from the Board of 
Erasmus Smith’s School on account of opening a sewer, 
which witli£l 8s. 6c/. interest allowed by the treasurer 
makes up a total of £534 8s. Gd. 

191. What does your sanitary staff consist of? — A 

consulting sanitary officer, at £10 a year. He has not 
very much to do. m 

192. Does he or not consult with the Commissioners? 
— I think since he was appointed he was consulted once. 

193. When was he appointed? — In November, 1S74. 

194. Is he supposed to overlook the other sanitaiy 
officers in any way ? — No, he is not expected to do 
anything except to attend when he is called in con- 
sultation. 

195. Is he a dispensary medical officer? — No. 

196. How many dispensary medical officers have 
you ?— Two. 

197. What do they get? — They get £15 a year from 
us, and something from the union beside. 

198. Have you an executive sanitary officer? — We 
have an executive sanitary officer at £40 a year. 

199. Does he hold any other office under the Com- 
missioners ? — No. 

200. Does he attend all your sanitary meetings ? — 


201. How often are the meetings held? — Once a 
week. 

202. Are the reports of the different sanitary officers 
produced ? — Yes ; the different reports are generally 
read along with his own report. 

203. Is any action generally taken upon them ? — 
The Commissioners are most anxious to have the sani- 
tary laws earned out, but they find some difficulty, I 
think, in carrying them out. Whether it is the law 
is so new, I do not know ; but I do not think it is 
properly carried out. They so far act upon the reports 
as to make orders upon them, but find a difficulty 
afterwards in carrying them into effect. 

204. Is this in consequence of the resistance of the 
people, or the negligence of their officer — or is it that 
when the people resist they experience a difficulty in 
getting convictions from the magistrates? — I think 
myself the magistrates are rather lenient to the parties 
summoned, and that the sub-sanitary officers are lenient 
also. 

205. Who are your sub-sanitary officers 2 — We have 
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oulv one for the whole town, and his salary is £20 a 
year. 

206. Does he hold any other office ! — No j he has 
no other public appointment. 

207. He is really your inspector of nuisances ? — He 
is. He is the man from whom the sanitary officers get 
their information. 

208. And therefore primarily the man from whom 
the Commissioners get theirs ? — Yes. 

209. You think he is rather “slack”? — Well, I 
t)i in lr he might be more strict if he had his salary in- 
creased, and devoted his whole time to it. 

210. In short may I take it you are not satisfied with 
the way in which the Sanitary Act is carried out. You 
don’t think it is carried out in the way it ought to be ? 
— Certainly not. 

211. What do you think would be a more efficient 
svstem I — I think if you had one well-paid official to 
look after these matters, and held him responsible for 
the efficient discharge of his duties. 

212. Do you think the sub-sanitary officer should be 
paid such a salary as would enable him to devote his 
whole time to the work ? — Yes. 

213. And would you place over him a well-paid 
medical officer, who should be constantly consulted by 
the authorities, and to whom all reports should be made 
in the first instance before they came to the Board ? — 
Yes, and I would make those two responsible for the 
sanitary condition of tbe town. 

214. You would then have a well-paid inspector of 
nuisances and a well-paid medical sanitary officer ? — 
Yes. 

215. Would you not require an executive sanitary 
officer to keep tbe books and records ? — Yes ; there is 
a record kept by tbe present executive sanitary officer. 

216. He keeps here, I suppose, as elsewhere, a book 
in which the reports of the sanitary officers are all 
recorded with the order of the Board made upon them ? 

217. Can you mention any particular way in which 
you think the Sanitary Act is inefficiently carried out ? 
Are the slaughterhouses thoroughly inspected? Are 
they a nirisance in the town or not ?— I don’t think we 
have had airy report about them for a long time from 
the sub-sanitary officer. 

218. I mean as regards tire private slaughter-houses ? 
— No ; no report whatever. 

219. Do the inhabitants complain of them ? Would 
any persons walking along the streets find them 
a nuisance? — Mr. John Gunning complained of a 
slaughter-house near his own house, which he considered 
a dangerous nuisance. 

220. Did the Commissioners take any steps respect- 
ing that slaughter-house? — They have closed that 
slaughter-house. 

221. Have you got an inspector of lodging-horrses 1 
— Well, the sub-sanitary officer, he is obliged to inspect 
them. 

222. Have the Commissioners framed any by-laws 
with respect to the inspection of them ? — They have. 

223. Are they enforced ? — I am afraid they are a 
dead letter. 

224. Have {my complaints been made by the sani- 
tary officers — they are the dispensary officers, and have 
you no occasion to visit those houses when attending 
to the sick — as to the way in which those lodging- 
houses are kept? — We have one or two reports on the 
subject. 

225. When you have had reports made to you have 
you taken action upon them ? — I am afraid not much. 
We have this great difficulty, that they scarcely come 
under the designation of lodging-houses. For instan ce, 
at fair times the townspeople take in persons for a 
night’s lodging, and they go away next morning. They 
are not licensed lodging-houses. 

226. You have adopted certain by-laws with regard 
to them ? — We have. 

227. And you cannot say of your own knowledge 
whether they are enforced t— No. 

228. Are the houses generally connected by drains 


with the main sewers of the town ? Of course those Galway. 
main sewers in course of construction cannot be con- M«y ^2, 1877. 
neeted with them yet, but where there are old main ^ j ohn 
sewers, have any connecting drains been constructed ? Kcdiugton. 
— I cannot say. 

229. Do you think when the works in course of con- 
struction under the present scheme are completed there 
will be a complete system of sewage over the town 1 — 

Oh, yes. 

230. Where shall you drain into ? — Into the water 
below the tideway, and a portion into the sea, the out- 
let will be below the tideway. 

231. Are there any crying nuisances, which have 
come under your observations, which ought to he 
abated, and which are not? — No ; not at present. 

232. Were you speaking generally, and not with 
reference to any particular matter, when you said the 
Sanitary Act was not carried out satisfactorily ? — Yes. 

233. We will now just turn to the expenditure side 
of the sewerage account. Law costs in connexion with 
this loan of £8,000 came to £16 15s. 5 d. ; sanitary 
officers’ salaries, £120 0s. 3d.; proportion of secretary’s 
salary, £15; sewerage plans, £196 13s. 4d. ? — Yes; 
the plans themselves were submitted to the Local 
Government Board and the Board of Works. 

234. £44 8s. 5 d. laid orrt in the construction of small 
sewers ? — Yes. 

235. £14 9s. Gd., first instalment on account of loan. 

I presume a broken part ? — Yes. 

236. £90 on account of repairs to slaughter-houses? 

—Yes. 

237. Leaving a balance in the hands of the trea- 
surer of £36 19s. 7 d.% — Yes. 

238. Then the only other remaining account is the 
waterworks. Yorr started with a balance in hand of 
£1,611 10s. — was that the balance remaining of the 
loan ? — Yes, after paying oft' tlie mortgages. 

239. Water rates collected and lodged, £574 4s. 7 d., 
and interest allowed by treasurer, £5 3s. 2d. ? — Yes. 

240. On the other side your salaries and wages 
amounted to £186 8s. 2d. ; materials, £981 3s. — 
what were these for? — For additional works — the 
extension to Saltlrill. 

241. Rent, £32 4s. 6d. ? — Rent — that is of the 
ground where the reservoir is situate. 

242. Taxes, £85 19s. 2d.; instalment of loan 
and interest, £328 4s. 7 d. ; renewal fines on lease, 

£21 10s. 3d. ? — That, was the lease of the reservoir. 

243. Then what is compensation for damages to 
lands, £5S 4s. Gd. ? — That was the damage done to 
lands by flooding, in consequence of an obstruction in 
the tail race. Owing to an obstruction in the tail 
race, the lands were flooded, and the parties processed 
the Commissioners, and we had to pay them £58 4s. 6d. 
for damages to lands. 

244. £35 13s., law costs — was that partly incurred 
in resisting those claims for damages? — Some of it. 

245. And partly in connexion with the loan? — 

Yes, paying off the mortgages.. 

246. That left you with a balance in band apparently 
of £461 8s. 7 d. %— Yes. 

247. Your financial position is shortly this. You 
owed on your streets and roads account, £653 6s. 8d. ? 

— That balance arose from the collector not having 
completed the collection of his lOd. rate. If that was 
collected in we would have a balance in our favour. 

It has not been all collected yet. 

248. On your No. 1 account, your general account, 
there was a balance in your favour of £124 6s. Id. ? — 

Yes. 

249. You owed £653 6s. 8d. on your streets and 
roads account ? — Yes. 

' 250. And the balances in your favour on the other 
three accounts amount to £622 12s. 2d. ? — Yes. 

251. You do not seem to have paid any interest to the 
treasurer or to anyone ? — There was no interest paid ; 
we were fully aware we could not pay it. 

252. And you were allowed some interest by your 
treasurer on the balance in your favour ? — Yes. 

253. Is the town now well supplied with water 1 — 
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There is an ample supply. Last year there was a 
great drought in the summer, and the water was a 
little short, hut that was in consequence of an obstruc- 
tion, which has been got lid of. 

254. Hare you put up, as required by one of your 
Acts, six public fountains 1 — We have complied with 
that fully — we have nine. 

255. Have you a high pressure supply? — Well, a 
fair pressure — a sufficient pressure for the require- 
ments of the town. We contemplate, by-and-by, to 


1 , , , , f uave already guar- 

auteed to supply tlie new baa-melts, and if neceim- 
we shall erect a steam-engine. " ’ 

256. What distance is the reservoir from the town } 
— It is quite close to the town. 

257. Have you had the water analyzed bv Dr 
Cameron ?— Yes, it was analyzed by Dr. Cameron 
previous to the construction of the waterworks. 

258. And was the report satisfactory I — Oh, it is 
capital water — it is as good as the Vartry. ’ 


Mr. John A. 
Browne. 


Mr. .John A. Browne examined. 


259. Chairman. — Do you desire to give some evi- 
dence upon this inquiry 1 Be good enough to let me 
know the point and your position ? — I have property 
in the outer district. It is situate within the county 
of the town, but not within the municipal borough. 

260. You wish to give evidence then in relation to 
the proposed alteration in the municipal area ? — I do ; 
and I commence by stating that the Grand Jury cess 
levied in the spring of 1874, upon the whole district, 
then undivided, was Is. 2f d. in the pound. That was 
the Grand Jury cess for the whole of the county of 
the town, including the municipal area. That was for 
the repaii' of the roads and streets, and for the ex- 
penses of the county surveyor of the county of the 
town, who had then a salary of £150. That was the 
total cess levied, and covered everything, including 
the imperative assessments. Bor the preceding hnif 
year it was Is. 4£tf., making 2s. 7 d. for the year. 
Now, in 1875, the spring cess was Is. 5 \d. for the 
whole county of the town. The severance took place 
in that year, and the first levy in the outer boundary 
was UJd., and lOd. levied by tbe Town Commissioners 
under tbe Local Government Board order. Tbe Grand 
Jury -levied ll-£d. for tbe half year, and the Town Com- 
missioners levied, for tbe first time, lOd. in the pound. 

261. Is this what you wish to say — -that inasmuch 
as the maintenance of the roads and streets within the 
inner circle has been now entirely cast upon the Town 
Commissioners the ratepayers in the outer circle have 
to pay a larger cess for the maintenance of the roads 
within that circle than they had before, the property in 
the municipal area or inner circle no longer contribut- 
ing to the roads outside their boundary ? Do you, 
therefore, consider that there ought to be some further 
legislation on the subject by which the outer district 
should be relieved ? — Yes. 

262. Would you say that one or other of these four 
schemes which are embodied in the report of the com- 
mittee should be adopted?— I object to all those 
schemes. My objection to them is this. The expense 
of maintaining our roads is £700 a year, £100 of 
wliich goes to the county surveyor. If that £100 was 
thrown over the whole district, we would be perfectly 
satisfied and require no further legislation, and let 
things remain as they are. 

263. If the whole of tbe salary of the surveyor in 

respect of the county of the town, were made a charge 
on the entire Parliamentary borough, you think no 
‘further legislation would be necessary? — Yes. We 

maintain that is what should be done ; and what we 
intend is that before the next assizes, we slmll have 
an opinion upon the subject, and there is a movement 
among the proprietors in the outer district to bring it 
before the Court of Queen’s Bench. 

264. First of all we have the broad fact that you 
have now to pay a heavier rate ? — Yes. 

265. Would you think any one of the four arrange- 
ments a good and equitable arrangement for remedying 
it ?— I do not ; and I may state my reasons for ob- 
jecting. I object to our being liable for any borough 
rate. Our district is very much of the same character 
as the county at large. The inner district is occupied 
•by suburban villas, and tbe lands are for tbe accom- 
modation and benefit of tbe inhabitants of the town, 
•and they may fairly contribute to tbe borough rate. 

266. But you object to this outer two-mile district 
being included in the bouudaries of the town ?— Yes. 


267. What would satisfy you, and satisfy, you think 
some of your neighbours, would be that the cost of the 
surveyor, .£100 a year, should be spread over the 
whole Parliamentary aim? — Quite so. 

268. Was not the salary of the surveyor £150 and 

has it not been reduced bo £100 ? — Yes. ’ 

269. Was not that in consequence of the withdrawal 
of the streets and roads within the municipal area from 
his supervision ? — I suppose so. 

270. Has he any duties to perform in connexion 
with the county goal? — He has, as county surveyor. 

271. Docs he get paid by tbe county Grand Jury? 
—He does £150, and that sum is regulated by his 
having the other £ 1 00. 

272. But surely all the duties he performs for the 
county at large must be considered a charge upon his 
salary as county surveyor ?— He got paid before by 
the county of the town and by the county at large. 
These are now consolidated. 

Mr. Redington. — We have now to pay another sur- 
veyor. 

273. Chairman (to Witness). — Is there .any other 
point to which you wish to draw attention I — 1 There is. 
Under the last Act of Parliament, the Commissioners 
levy a toll on all horses and cattle passing through the 
town not exhibited for sale, nor resting for a moment. 
For instance, if I am sending cattle from west to east, 
I am charged so much per head for cattle passing 
tlmough the town. For horses, you pay 2s. ; mules 
or asses, Id. ; cows, 2d. ; and pigs, Id. Now I object 
to the levy of tolls upon horses or cattle, except for 
the purpose of sale. I do not think it was ever the 
intention of the Legislature to levy a toll upon cattle 
passing through the town, or driving or shifting them 
from one farm to another, or that proceedings should 
be taken by the Town Commissioners to enforce it. 

Mr. Redington. — They have full power under the 
Act to do so, but if the parties are merely passing 
their cattle within the gaps of the municipal area, we 
do not charge them anything. The Commissioners 
have full powers of exempting anything in that way. 
Mr. Browne ought to feel greatly obliged to them, for 
allowing his horses to go in and out that way. 

Witness. — I t hi n k that clause must have slipped 
in in some way into the Act, and it ought to be ex- 
punged. 

274. Chairman. — By the 47tli section the Town 
Commissioners have power to vary and reduce all the 
tolls. 

Witness. — The great hardship and anomaly of the 
thing is this. If I bring in a beast and do not sell it I 
pay nothing, but if I bring in a herd of cattle from west 
to east, not for the purposes of sale, I pay for them. 

275. Chairman. — I s there not a toll levied upon all 
cattle as they come in ? 

Mr. Redington. — There is, with the exception of 
fair days. On fair days there is a different mode of 
collection ; we merely charge on the cattle sold. -W e 
do not charge under schedule C or B. There is a 
different mode of collection under a different 
schedule. On market days if they expose anything, 
we charge them, whether they sell or not. On a fair 
day we only charge for the cattle sold; 

276. Witness. — Every day they charge for oattle 
driven through the town. 

Mr. Redington. — Certainly ; that is the law. 

277. Witness. — And if I drove them back the same 
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dav they would charge them again. It is a matter I 
think ought to be brought before the Select Committee. 

Hr. Redington . — In any case of that kind the Com- 
missioners would be sure to remit when their attention 
was called to it. Where there is a case of hardship of 
paying toll twice in the one day or a few days after 
for the same cattle the Commissioners always remit 
the toll. 

27S. Witness . — It is with the view to future legisla- 
tion that I bring forward this toll. There is another 


matter as to goods to which I wish, Mr - . Commissioner, Galway. 

to call attention. All goods brought down by train my 22 , 1877 . 

for private use beyond the town or going to traders in 

the small surrounding towns would pass free, whereas Brovne. 

if I brought down some carpets for my house I would 

have to pay tolls upon them. I think it is right and 

fan - there should be a toll upon animals or merchandise 

from which the parties are to derive profit, but I do 

not think it just that I should pay tolls on goods or 

cattle merely passing into or through the town. 


Mr. Denis Kelly examined. 


27D. Chairman. — Are you one of the Town Com- 
missioner’s! — Yes. 

280. You desire to give evidence? — I do, with 
reference to the surveyor-ship. The question of the 
county surveyor-ship and the salary was twice before 
the judge and Grand Jury at two assizes. One of the 
judges after hearing all the arguments on both sides, 
took the papers with him to Dublin to consider the 
matter; and he decided that £75 a year should be 
paid to the county of the town surveyor ; £5 by the 
municipal body for attention to tliis court-house, and 
the balance by the outer portion, the two-mile radius, 
outside the municipal area. The matter was again 
brought before Judge O’Brien at the last assizes and 
he increased the salary to £100 a year, £5 of which 


he considered should be paid by the municipal area 
and the £05 by the outer circle. 

281. Is £5 then the whole proportion of the salary 
which he receives in respect of the court-house and 
tlrat is made a charge on the municipal area ? — Yes, 
this court-house being exclusively within the municipal 
area and no use whatever to any other portion. 

2S2. As a matter of fact is that £5 paid by you? — 
The treasurer to the Grand Jury pays it. 

Mr. Redington . — The Grand Jury have the power 
of levying for certain purposes imperative assessments 
and tliis £5 is applotted upon the inside area. This 
is a matter entirely with the Grand Jury, and the 
Town Commissioners have nothing to do with it. 

Witness . — This is an imperative presentment the 
same as for lunatic asylums, gaols, &c. 


Mr. Denis 
Kelly. 


Mr. James Forbes examined. 


283. Chairman. — On what subject do you wish to 
give evidence ? — I wish to object to the Commissioners 
not taking contracts for the repair of the streets of 
the town. I think they should be all let out to con- 
tractors. 

284. Mr. Redington, Secretary to the Commis- 
sioners, has already told me the Commissioners are too 


desirous of doing so as soon as they finish the sewerage 
works ; but that they felt, while the sewerage works 
were going on, they probably could not contract on 
reasonable terms. Do you not think there is a good 
deal to be said for that view? — At the present moment 
the streets cost twice as much as before. 

285. I will ask Mr. Redington further as to that. 


Sir. James 


Mr. Redington recalled and re-examined. 


Mr. John 


286. Chairman. — I see in theauditor’sreport, repair- 
ing and cleaning are put in a bulk sum. How much is 
repairing and how much is cleaning? — The men are 
paid so much on weekly pay-sheets, and there is a 
cheque drawn by the Town Commissioners for this. 
These pay-sheets are duly certified by the town steward 
to be correct before they are paid. They sign their 
names when they are paid in a certain column, as 
having received the amount. 

287. Does not that pay-sheet in any way distinguish 
the people employed on the repairs of the streets from 
those employed in the scavenging ? — No. 

288. Can you say whether or not more is now ex- 
pended on the repairs and maintenance of the roads, 
including the scavenging inside the municipal area, than 
was expended by the Grand Jury upon them? — More 
is certainly expended, for this very reason, because the 
contractors now would charge double what they would 
do five or six years ago. 

289. Are the Grand Jury paying their contractors 
more now? — Certainly, whenever the old contracts 
fall through. 

290. How is it you do not keep separate accounts 
for the scavenging and the repairing %— -The very same 
men are employed on one set of works as the other. 

291. Do yon pay them at the same rate for each 
class of work ? — We pay them the same for each class 
of work. 

292. Do you mean you pay them at the same rate 
whether they are breaking stones, or laying stones, or 
sweeping the streets ? — Just the same ; they are the 
same class of labourers. 

293. How many men have you had employed 
weekly, during the last year ? — I could not exactly say ; 
there are more in winter than in summer. Twenty- 
five, I see, is the number on last week’s sheet. 

- 294. Mr. Gill (one of the Town Commissioners) . — 
Would you, sir, ask him if some of the Commissioners 
are not themselves contractors ? 


295. Chairman (to Witness).- Is it a fact that there Eedington. 
are any Town Commissioners who are contractors 
themselves for any work undertaken by that body ? 

Witness. — There is no contractor under us who is a 
Town Commissioner. If you state a case, sir, I will 
try aud answer it. 

29G. Chairman (to TFitness.) — What contracts have 
you now out? — We have a contract for printing. 

297. Who is the contractor? — Mr. John P. Ferdi- . 
nand is contractor for some of the printing. 

298. Is Mr. John P. Ferdinand the Commissioner 
of that name ? — No; Mr. Lewis Ferdinand is the 
Commissioner. 

299. Mr. Gill. — May I ask, sir, who is Mi*. John P. 

Ferdinand ? 

Witness. — He is the son of Mr. Lewis Ferdinand. 

300. Chairman. — Who is the other contractor for 
the printing ? — Mr. O’Connor, of the Galway Express. 

301. Is he a Commissioner or the relation of a Com- 
missioner? — No, he is not. 

302. Chairman (for Mr. Gill). — Is no other con- 
tractor, a Commissioner ? 

Witness. — Nobody else. 

303. Who is the person who supplies the horses and 
calls, and tjie road materials principally ? — There is a 
man named James Kelly, who, I believe, has two carts 
employed. 

304. At how much a week ? — I cannot tell you that. 

305. And who is Mr. James Kelly ? — He is a son 
of Mr. Denis Kelly. 

306. And is he a Town Commissioner ? — He is. 

307. Then in fact there are two Commissioners 
whose sons are contractors for or do work under the 
Town Commissioners — Mr. Kelly and Mr. Ferdinand ? 

— Mr. Kelly is not a contractor. He has two horses at 
work, and he carries in broken stones for the Commis- 
sioners for the maintenance of the streets, and it is 
weighed at the public weigh-crane, and he is paid for 
it by the load. Mr. Ferdinand is a contractor for some 
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of tlie printing. He is also contractor under the Poor 
7. Law, and I believe there was an inquiry by the Local 
Government Board, when it was brought under the 
notice of the Local Government Board that the son of 
a Poor Law. Guardian had a conduct. They held an 
inquiry into the matter, and it was proved that Mr. 
Ferdinand was a bond fide conductor. 

308. Is his father in partnership with him, or is his 
father interested, directly or indirectly, in this con- 
tract ? — The way it came out on the inquiry was this — 
that Mr. J ohn P. Ferdinand had the jobbing portion 
of the press to himself. 

309. Is Mr. Ferdinand the Commissioner the pro- 
prietor 1 — No, he is the proprietor of the newspaper ; 
and Mi 1 . John Ferdinand had entirely to himself the 
jobbing portion of the press. 

310. (To Mr. Ferdinand ). — Perhaps you can ex- 
plain the relative positions of your son and yourself in 
this matter ? 

Mr. Le wis L. Ferdinand . — I am the Town Commis- 
sioner, and proprietor of the Galway Vindicator. Mr. 
John P. Ferdinand, my son, has the jobbing office. 


He is also contractor to the Grand Jury. He was ah o 
contractor to the Poor Law Guardians, and I anA 
Poor Law Guardian. An objection was raised to his 
holding the contract, and • ' 


i sworn inquiry • 


held 


before the Local Government Inspector, Dr. Brodie 
I went forward and showed that he was abond fide 
contractor, and that the jobbing office connected with 
the newspaper was his sole property. 

311. Do you derive any profit from the business?— 
None. 

312. What age is he ? — Twenty-two years of age. 

313. Was he of age when he had this contract 1 

He had no contract before he came of a"e. 

Mr. Kelly (to the Chairman).— I am not in the 
slightest way interested, directly or indirectly, in my 
son’s contract. My son is of age, working immediately 
for his own benefit independently of me. J 

314. Has your son a contract?— No; his homes are 
employed simply by the day, at 5s. a day. 

315. (To Mr. Ferdinand ). — Have you given receipts 

for your son, Mr. Ferdinand ?— I never gave a receipt 
in my life for him. 1 


Mr. J ohn Gill examined. 


316. Are you a Town Commissioner? — Iain. There 
is another matter I would wish to bring under your 
notice. I happen to be a Harbour Commissioner 
also 

31/. Chairman. — As you are a Harbour Commis- 
sioner I will ask you this — Are the Town Commis- 
sioners of Galway in any way interested in the receipts 
of the Harbour Commissioners ? — No, not that I am 
aware of. 


318. Under the Harbour Act is it necessary that 
any of the Town Commissioners of Galway should be 

members of the body of Town Commissioners ? No it 

is not. 

319. Well, then, I do not think I can go into anv 
questions relating to the proceedings of the Harbour 
Commissioners. They do not appear to fall within the 
scope of this Commission. Is there any other matter 
you wish to bring before me ? — No. 


Bev. Peter Kiernan examined. 


320. Y ou wish, I believe, to be examined in relation 
to sanitary matters. Are you a clergyman residin'' 
in the town ? — Yes ; I am one of the Roman Catholie 
curates of the town for the last ten years. During 
that period I have been doing duty on both sides of 
the river. At the present time I am stationed at this 
side of the river, and my district extends from the river 
to the extremity of the town. 

321. What do you wish to represent with regard to 
the sanitary condition of the town? — The sanitary 
arrangements among the poorer classes are verv bad 
indeed, and I do not know that in my experience I 
have ever seen tlie town in a worse state than it is in 
at present. 

322. Have you ever drawn the attention of the 
Commissioners to the fact that tliesanitary arrangements 
are veiy bad ? — I have come before the board more than 
once myself. On one occasion I spoke to the prede- 
cessor of the present town steward, and to the sub- 
sanitary officer. 

323. Did you find the Commissioners, when you 
applied to them, prepared to go into and to remedy 
your complaint 1 — Quite prepared and most anxious. 

324. And were those matters remedied 1~ Well, 
partly ; for twenty-four hours, or a week. 

325. To what do you attribute the failure of their 

attempt to remedy the evils you complained of? First 

of all the sub-sanitary officer is paid a wretched salary, 
which is merely just putting a premium on keeping the 
town in a filthy condition. • ° 

326. Do you mean it is not worth his while for £20 
a year to do liis duty 1— Certainly. I think it would 
require the undivided attention of one man to do the 
work. I think it would be requisite that the sanitary 
officer should visit every house once a week, or per- 
haps oftener. 

327. Do they keep the pigs in then- houses here to 
a very large extent ?— Yes. At present the pig season 
is over, but when the pigs are in season there is scarcely 
a house in the poorer part of Oranmore in which pigs 
are not kept in the houses. In some cases horses are 
kept with them, in some cases, donkeys. In one house 
near the club-house, there is the father, the mother, 


the three children, and a horse all living in one house. 
The consequence is, that in that house I have had the 
father, the mother, and the children sick over and 
over again. 

328. Have you drawn the attention of the sanitary 
officer to that ? — I have not ; but, though I cannot say 
positively, I know the sanitary officers are aware of 
it, because the doctor has visited the house. 

329. Who is the sanitary officer of that district?— 
Dr. Clayton. I cannot positively say Dr. Clayton has 
been there, but he has been called on to attend. 

330. Do the father, the mother, the three children, 
and the horse, all occupy the same room ? — They sleep 
and live in the one room, and, of course, all the horse’s 
tackling and harness are kept there. During the day 
the bed which the horse uses at night is gathered up, 
and of course the effluvium of the place is dreadful. The 
bed on which the horse lies is as contiguous to the bed 
on which the parents lie, as that book is to the desk 
there. And that has been going on for years. I give 
this case as an example ; there are many others. Ex 
uno disce omnes. In Claddagh the pigs are all kept 
under the bed. In another house, in the same locality, 
there are three heifers, a donkey, two pigs, a grandfather 
— an old man — three children, a husband, and a wife. 
There are two rooms in that house, but the whole house 
is only about twelve feet by twenty, I think. And 
this has been over and over again in fever. 

331. Do the animals occupy the lower room, and 
the family the upper? — No; the rooms are both on 
the same floor. 

332. Do you mean to say the human beings sleep 
in the same room with these animals 1 — They do. In 
the smaller room there is space for the father and 
mother and children alone, and the grandfather sleeps 
in the larger room -with the animals. 

333. Are there many similar instances ? — Oh, yes ; 
in the suburbs of Oranmore there are pigs kept up in 
the very garrets. 

334. Do you know whether there has been any effort 
of the Commissioners since 1874 to get these animals 
out of the houses ? — I know of no instance. 

335. And should you say things are as bad as in 
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1 874 1 — I should say they are worse. I do not know 
that I have ever spoken to the Commissioners of cases 
where there are animals in the houses, hut I spoke 
in a case where there were heaps of manure and 
filthy water. In one case I had to apply for a sum- 
mons before I could get the place closed up. This was 
the old nunnery. 

336. Was there any other case in which they did 
not appear willing to act without your taking further 
proceedings? — They have been always willing to act 
in the cases of removal of sewers or cesspools, and 
cases of that kind. In the case of the old nunnery the 
house was falling down. 

337. How long ago was that? — Probably before 
Christmas ; I cannot state the exact time. 

338. But was it within the last twelve months ? — 
Oh, yes. 

339. You had, yon say, to make an application to 
the magistrates, and then the Commissioners took 
steps? — Yes. It was tumbling down. There are 
several houses in the town in the very same way 

340. Have you known any cases where parties have 
resisted the removal of animals, or the removal of any _ 
nuisance, after which the Commissioners have applied to 
the magistrates for an order, and failed to get one ! — I 
may know of some, but I cannot at present recollect 
them. I believe there have been such difficulties. There 
is another house quite convenient to one of the principal 
streets ; it is a large house, and is occupied by twenty- 
four families. There is no yard attached to the house ; 
there is no water-closet nor privy ; and at night (I am 
frequently out at night on sick calls) I have found on 
the first landing all the night-soil and manure thrown 
in one heap, and remaining there for days. I have 
asked the question, “ Does the sanitary officer ever 
come here?” and I was told they did not know him. 
There is frequently sickness in that house. 

341. The doctor surely must attend this place? — 
Oh, of course. 

342. A Town Commissioner. — Will you give the 
name of the house ? — Oh, I do not think it would 
'ue fair to give the name of the house. (To the Chair- 
man). — I will show you the place. 

343. Is the house within the jurisdiction of the Com- 
missioners ? — Oh, it is. 

344. And within one of the districts in which there 
is a sanitary officer ? — Yes. 

345. In whose district is the last house you have 
mentioned ? — In Dr. Clayton’s. I would also wish to 
say something as regards the lodging-houses. 

346. Yes; Mr. Redington said that though there 
were rules issued for the regulation of lodging-houses 
they were not vexy strictly observed. Have you ever 
seen a copy of these by-laws ? — I have ; but I believe 
the lodging-house keepers do not know anything about 
them. 

347. Chairman (to Mr. Redington). — Have copies 
of these by-laws been supplied to the various pax’ties ? 

Mr. Redington. — I understand that there have 
been copies of these by-laws left with the parties. 

348. (To Witness). — Are the lodging-houses very 
much crowded here ? — At certain seasons of the year 
they are ; at other times they are not. But the accom- 
modation in them is very bad. 

349. I px-esume the by-laws provided there should 
he a certain amount of cubic feet allowed for each 
house ? — Well, I had the curiosity some weeks since 
to measure a x'oom ; it is fourteen feet six in width, 
and twenty-four feet .six in length, and in that room 
there are several beds. 

350. What is the height ? — Thei-e is no ceiling to it. 

35 1. Are thei-e raftei-s ? — Oh, yes ; rafters and slates. 

352. It is not open to the sky then? — No, with the 
exception of some skylights ; but in some other houses 
in Claddagh the roofs are quite off the houses. 

353. Yon spoke of one house in which there wei'e a 
great many persons living, and where there was no 
privy or ashpit. Should you not say that was the case 
with the greater part of the town ? — With the greater 
part of it. In fact there are some places which are 


worse. I was called to attend a case of sickness some c a ow ay. 

time since in a house in which there was a privy. May 22 , 1877. 
Cattle were killed in the house — in the entrance hall — Rev Peter 
and adjoining this hall there were three large pigs. On Pieman, 
the first landing of the stairs thex - e was a water-closet, 
and the effluvia of that was the worst I have ever 
known. In that house there was a person dying of 
blood-poisoning — did die of it, in fact, I believe. 

354. Do you know whether this case was brought 
la-fore the Commissioners ? — I cannot say. There are 
so many cases of that kind it would be impossible to 
bring them up. 

355. Chairman (to Mr. Redington). — Would you 
let me see a copy of your by-laws. (Copy of by-laws 
handed in.) Do the constabulary act as inspectors of 
lodging-houses ? 

Mr. Redington. — No ; there is no inspector of 
lodging-houses. 

356. Do you mean to say there is no person ap- 
pointed by the Commissioners as inspector of lodging- 
houses? — Oh, yes ; the sub-Sanitary officer is inspector. 

He went round and visited these lodging-houses, and 
gives length, bi-eadth, height, and so on. 

357. (To Witness). — Your belief is that the sub-sani- 
tary officer has not visited them ? — Well, I believe he 
has not ; and that if he did he could not pass them. 

In a great number of these houses vegetables are sold, 
after wliieh there is a large quaixtity of vegetable 
matter left decomposing. 

358. Do you mean they are green groceiy shops ? — 

You cannot call them green grocery shops. I have 
found these heaps of vegetables in the very room where 
people are sleeping. They are kept to form manure, 
or perhaps to boil for pigs. In wet weather they are 
kept out in the rain, and taken in at night ; and a gas 
is generated which is certainly not healthy. 

359. Have yon never seen a copy of these by-laws 
posted up in any house? — I have never seen them. 

360. Here is the last one, for instance (reads) : — 

“ No house shall be registered as a common lodging-house uuless 
there shall be appurtenant thereto the use of a water-closet or privy, 
or be furnished with a night-clmir ; nor unless each sleeping-room 
shall have an external window made to open.’’ 

361. Is that rule observed in many of them? — 

Not in one that I know of. I am not aware at all 
that they ai'e registered. 

Mr. Redington. — Ob, it is a dead letter the whole 
thing. 

362. Chairman (to Mr. Redington). — I thought 
you said these by-laws had been distributed ? — Ob, 
yes ; they have been distributed, and Mr. Hynes, 
sub-sanitary officer, now present, tells me they are 
registered. 

363. Witness. — What is the meaning of i-egistered ? 

Mi\ Redington registered in a book, and authority 

given by the Commissioners to keep these lodging- 
houses. 

364. Witness. — Have there been any licenses 
granted to your knowledge, Mr. Redington ? — Not 
to my knowledge. 

365. Chairman. — Here is x'ule No. 10 (reads) : — 

“No pigs, asses, or other animals shall be allowed to remain 

inside any lodging-house j and the yards shall at all times he kept 
thoroughly swept and clean.” 

366. Do you find animals kept in these lodging- 
houses? — Well, I cannot say that in any lodging- 
house I have ever found a horse or a cow. 

367. Or a pig? — I will not go so far as pigs. 

Perhaps the sanitary officer is not quite to blame, 
because when he does bring a case before the 
magistrates (I have been at the sessions on a Monday 
freqxxently) the fine is sxxch a trifling thing— -perhaps 
a sixpence — that the persons summoxxed would not 
mind the trifle — much rather pay the fine probably 
than go to the trouble of erecting the piggery outside. 

368. Can you say whether or not the separation . of 
the sexes is observed in these lodging-houses? — Oh, not 
atall ; and last weekl had occular demonstration of this. 

I was called up at night to visit one of these houses, and 
I saw the sexes mixed. Of course they were married. 

2 T 
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g*wh, 3G9. Well, of course tlie “ separation of the sexes” 373. Yet as far as your experience goes you 

May 22 , 1877. does not apply to married people 1 — I mean I saw the Town Commissioners are anxious to cany out tlf 

Eer Peter persons of different sexes sleeping together. laws ? — I think as a body they are. 6 

Kiernan. er 370. Dr. Brodie (Local Government Board Inspector). 374. But individually ? — But individually I cannot 

— I have myself visited several of those places and answer in the affirmative. 

found the very same state of things you describe. 375. Dr. Brodie. — Might I ask, would you wish the 

371. Chairman (to Witness). — Is there a good sub-sanitary officers should lie under the control of the 

supply of water generally for the inhabitants? — Oh, Local Government Board absolutely ?— Absolutely. I 

abundant ; unlimited. I think though for some tune, think if you want to get a man to do his work well 

perhaps, the filtering beds are choked up. I have you must give him £100 a year, or something like that 

noticed for some time the carafe having a deposit in lam certain any one man has as much as he can do to 

the morning. look after the sanitary matters without any other 

Mr. 2iedington.— The filtering beds have not been appointment, 
cleansed since the waterworks were erected. 37 6. Chairman. — Would you say the same thine 

372. Mr. L. Ferdinand- (to the Chairman).— Would of the medical officer as of the sub-sanitary officer?— 

you ask him what remedy he would propose? I would not go so far as that, because the medical man 

Witness. — I should say the sub-sanitary officer is more or less independent of the Commissioners, 
should be an officer quite independent of all Local 377. However, according to your evidence the 
Boards. As a rule the sub-sanitary officer is a poor medical officer's do not take much trouble about these 
man, and his salary, although small, is of very great matters ?— 1 They do not. Some time ago I drew the 
value to his family. The men who have the appoint- attention of a medical officer to a yard. It was in a 
ment are the Commissioners, and these men are very wretched condition ; an old building had fallen down 
generally the owners of property about the town, the stones are lying in a heap, one over another and 
Of course the poor man does not wish to come forward the interstices are filled with liquid manure which can- 
and report these men, and take proceedings, because not be taken out. I am residing next door, and I am 
he says, “ If I report them I may be dismissed and conscious of what the effluvia can do. ’ 
sent about my business.” And what is more, I know 378. Have you called the attention of the Conunis- 
that Mr. Harding, one of the best sub-sanitary sioners to that yourself ? — No ; I could not possibly 
officers in Galway, resigned for that reason. He told be bringing every case before the Town Commissioners, 
me if he got a thousand a year he would not remain but I called the attention also of the sub-sanitary 
a servant of the Commissioners, in consequence of the officer to that. 

annoyance he got. So long as the sub-sanitary officer 379. And was nothing done? Nothin®. 

is dependent on the Town Commissioners, or any 380. Have epidemics veiy much decreased since you 
Local Board, he cannot be independent. have got a good supply of water? Yes. 


Mr. .Mm 
Hyr.rs. 


Mr. John Hynes examined. 


381. How long have you been sub-sanitary officer? 
— Since May of last year. 

382. Have you heard the evidence of the gentleman 
who has just retired ? — I have only heard a portion 
of it. 

383. Well, he tells us the sanitary condition of the 

town is wretched, particularly in the poorer portion ; 
that there is scarcely a house belonging to the poorer 
inhabitants that is not occupied by pigs or other ani- 
mals, and that no effort has been made to remove them. 
Is this the case in your district ? — I have seen pi®s in 
the houses. - ° 

384. Have you seen cows and horses ? — I do not 
know a case where they are kept in the house. 

385. Do you know the house in which the father, 
mother, and tliree children, with ahorse, are all living 
in one room ? Did you never find a horse in any 
house in the town ? — I did, but the people were not 
living in the same apartment. 

386. Do you know another house where there was 
the grandfather, the hither, the mother, and three chil- 
dren, -with three heifers, a donkey, and two pigs, all 
Hying in a couple of rooms?— I do know that house. 
They were summoned for that house. 

387. Rev. Mr. Kieman. — I -will just ask the name 
of the house Mi - . Hynes summoned. 

Wiln&ss . — Crowe’s . 

- 388. Rev. Mr. Kieman. — That is not the house I 
allude to. 

Witness. — In the house I mean there was a cow, 
and it was in a very bad condition. The sanitary 
officer sent his report to the Board, and we fined the 
party. 

389. What was the fine ?— The fine and costs were 
something about 3s. or 3s. 6c7. altogether. 

390. Did they continue to keep the a.nimn.1 in the 
house afterwards? — They removed them then; the 
weather turned in their favour, and they put the cow 
out to graze. 

391. Do you know ofany other instance where the 
parties were summoned ? — We had only eight sum- 
monses, in the year. 

392. How many houses are there in your district in 


which they keep those animals ? — I have known no 
other house but that (that is to say, where they actually 
reside), where the animals stop. 

393. Did you report every house you heard of? — 
I did, regardless of whether they were Co mmissio ners 
or not. 

394. I cannot reconcile this evidence ; there appear 
to have been eight cases of summonses ? — There were 
135 reports about nuisances generally. 

395. But how many reports have there been of 
a nim als kept in the house %— I cannot say there were 
any at all but the one - 1 mentioned. 

396. Do you know the clergyman who gave evidence 
just now ? — I do. 

397 . His evidence is that there is scarcely a house 
in Galway in which animals are not kept? — I know of 
no case in which the animals are not separated from 
the family. 

398. What do you mean by “ separated from the 
family?” — I mean kept in the outhouse apart from 
where the family reside. 

399. Then you surely cannot have visited every 
house ? — I visited every house in Galway. 

400. (To Rev. Mr. Kieman.) — Will you have the 
goodness to give the name of the house where the 
grandfather, <fec., were living ? — Gannon’s, near Pros- 
pect hill. 

401. (To witness). — Have you visited that house? — I 
have. 

402. Did you ever see a horse in it ? — No. 

403. Rev. Mi - . Kieman. — Did you ever see drop- 
pings ? — I saw the place as if a horse was in it ; I saw 
the place damp, and having the appearance as if a horse 
was in it. 

404. Chairman. — Did you make any inquiry ?— I 
did not ; I knew they had a horse, but I thought it 
was outside they kept it. 

405. And did you not consider it necessary to visit 
it again, or make any report? — (No answer.) 

Witness. — But I certainly would rather sleep in 
Gannon’s with the horse than sleep in other houses I 
have seen in the town. 

406. Have you. reported them? — I have reported 
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them. There is no ventilation ; the windows are broken, 
or have no sashes, in very many of those houses. I 
measured the rooms ; I made a report to the authori- 
ties, and I never heard anything more about it. That 
occurred last year. 

407. Rev. Mr. Kieman . — Do you know Dempsey’s 
meeting-house in Prospect-hill ? — I do. 

408. Did you measure the top room in that house 1 
—I did. 

409. 'What is the size of it 1 — The clerk has the 
book, and he has the measurements. I have no idea 
now of the measurements. I found only one place — one 
lodging-house in Henry-street — where they had more 
beds than they should have. 

410. Did you distribute copies of this by-law? — I 
left them when leaving notices, and our clerk has a 
record of them. 

411. Did you tell them it was then- duty to put them 
up in a conspicuous place ? — I told them everything I 
thought most necessary at the time. 

412. Did you visit them since? — I had no instruc- 
tions to visit them. I told the Commissioners I had 
a number of notes in connexion with those measure- 
ments, and that if they required further information 
on the subject I was prepared to give it to them. 

413. Are these fifty-three lodging-houses all regis- 
tered ? — The clerk has got them on his hooks. 

414. Have all these fifty-three lodging-houses got 
either water-closets or privies ? — I do not think there 
were two out of the fifty-three within the terms of the 
by-laws. 

415. Did you report that visit? — I reported it to 
the Board at the time. I even remember stating that 
their object seemed to be rather to shut out ail 1 rather 
than admit it. Mr. Redington has the report. 

416. Did you report to Mr. Redington, or was it 
to the Board you reported ? — I reported to the Board 
direct. As far as the bulk of the people are concerned, 
I have no necessity for summoning them, because the 
bulk of the people I find most anxious to comply with 
my directions. 

417. During the year you have been in office, do 
you consider any improvement has been effected in the 
poorer dwellings as regards the condition in which 
they ax-e kept? — I do, certainly; but no improvement 
has been effected as regards the. structures themselves. 

418. Do you think the pig nuisance has been abated ? 
— I think they were always in the habit of keeping 
those animals. 

419. Exactly, and it has not been abated. Do you 
think the question of the pigs is at all material ? — I 
think if one pig wex-e turned out a thousand should he 
turned out. 

420. You told me just now that there were only 
eight cases in which you had to take out summonses. 
Were those for keeping animals in the houses? — I am 
afraid you do not understand the case. We had eight 
cases brought to the court ; but whether those were for 
animals, or pigs, or cesspools, I cannot say. I did not 
say I reported where there were pigs. I know where 
there are pigs, and I did not repoi-t them. 

421. Are thex-e many such cases ? — Many such 
cases. In fact I was waiting to see how things would 
go on. 

422. Chairman. — I think there is no doubt about 
the fact that thex-e are a number of cases of this peculiar 
nuisance of keeping pigs in hoxxses which you have not 
reported ? — A great number of cases. 

423. With regard to the other cases in which you 
were “ waiting to see how things would go,” are there 
many of those that you have not reported ? — Not 
one. 

424. Have you reported every case where there is 
a cellar below the level of the street? — Evex-y case that 
has turned up. 

425. Have you reported every case where there 
was no privy or ashpit ? — No. 

426. Have you reported every case where thei'e was 
a heap of manure in or close to the house ? — Every 
case. The only matter I was lenient to them about 


siy 

was in the matter of pigs, and I spoke to several of the Gaxwat. 
Commissioners aboxxt that. Itfay 22, 1 877 . 

427. Are there not a great number of hoxxses in ^ Jollu 
which there are no privies or ashpits ? — The majority Hynes, 
have none. 

428. And have you reported that fact to tlie Com- 
missioxxex-s? — No. 

429. Then thex-e have been no steps taken by the 
Commissioners to enfox-ce theix- construction on the 
owners? — No. 

430. Why did yoxx not report the fact to the Com- 
missioners 1 — I considered, in fact, that I would let 
things remain as they ax-e. I will be candid with you. 

I had great opposition for half a year from the Local . 

Government Boax-d. I was bx-owbeaten by the Local 
Government Boax-d. They said for five months they 
woxxld not have me at all as sanitaxy inspector. 

431. Was that becaxxse you wex-e so active, because 
you did so mxxch work 1— Well, I was told it was 
because I did so mxxcb work. 

432. Who told yoxx that? — Well, a magistrate and 
ax-officio guardian, but I have not sanction to mention 
his name. He told me as much ; and he told me, 
when I had got my appointment under the Boax-d, to 
keep vexy quiet now. 

433. So I suppose yoxx thought it yoxu- duty since 
Decexnber last to be “ quiet ” ? — Oh, no ; nor won’t, 
becaxxse I have reported tlxe Commissionex-s themselves 
over and over again. 

434. Have you ever received instructions or hints 
from the Commissioners themselves that yoxx are not 
to be too bxxsy ? — Never from any one of them. 

435. Ax-e those hoxxses whex-e there ai-e no privies 
nor ashpits, and where tlxex-e ax-e no conveniences, 
owned by tlxe Commissioners themselves ? — Well, they 
may and they may ixot. 

436. Have you ever reported any case ixx which they 
belonged to the Commissioners?— I have spoken to them. 

437. Have they acted with regard to their own 
houses as they would with regard to other people’s ? 

— They have. 

438. Have they made orders for the abatement of 
the nnisaxxce ? — They have. 

439. Have those orders been obeyed ? — They have. 

440. On their being summoned ? — We had- not to go 
as far as a summons with them. 

441. Whex-ever there was a case in which structural 
alterations, sixclx as tlie constrixction of privies and ash- 
pits, were required to be made by the owners, have 
they been made? — I do not think they have. 

[Mr. Redington here read a general report made by 
witness, the effect of which merely was that he found 
the approaches to most places extremely clean, bxxt the 
ventilation defective.] 

442. Whex-e tlxex-e ax-e main sewers through the town, 
ax-e the houses, as a rule, connected with those maixx 
sewers ? — The houses of the wealthy, as a rule, are, but 
the houses of the poorer class are not ; but with regard 
to the houses of both the poor and wealthy classes, the 
connexion, I think, is defective. Those sewers have 
been constx-ucted for a long time, and the water per- 
colates through the gravel ; and forty or fifty yards 
from that sewer there may be traces of the sewage. 

443. Have yoxx repox-ted upon these sewers? — I 
have, on this very day. (Hands in report.) I was 
called down by the sergeant to see that place to-day, 
and they ax-e an example of the condition of a heap of 
houses in all the principal streets of the town. 

444. Have you repox-ted in. every case where you 
foxmd the connexion defective, or the connexion not 
existing?— Yes. 

445. And what action has been taken by the Com- 
missionex-s 1 — Notice has been served on the parties. 

446. Have connecting sewers been made in con- 
sequence ? — No sewex-s have been made that I know of. 

447. When the pax-ties have not done the work 
themselves, have the Commissioners, in any case that 
you are aware of, taken xxpon themselves, as they 
are empowered by the Act to do, to construct connect- 
ing sewers ? — Not that I am aware of. 
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Mr. .Tub ii 
Hynes. 


44S. Are there not then a great number of cases, 
which you say you have reported to them, where no 
connexions have been made, and in which no ulterior 
proceedings, notwithstanding, have been taken 1 — Some 
steps have been taken to put matters to rights for the 
time being. 

449. Are any of these houses in which connecting 
sewers are required to be made, or are defective, the 
property of the Commissioners ? — I am not aware as 
to that at all. 

450. You must know who are the owners of these 
houses. Can you say whether in all cases where the 
houses thus deficient are the property of the Commis- 
sioners, the Commissioners have taken steps to remedy 
them ?— They have. 

451. Do you know anything of the case of blood- 
poisoning mentioned by the Rev. Mr. Kiernan? 
— I heard a report last year, that a person had died 
from the filthy condition of the house he lived in, but 
that was a year before I came into office. 

452. Chairman. — (to Rev. Mr. Kiernan). — Can 
you give me the name of the house you refer to ? — 
I can, but I had rather not. 

453. Is it in his (witness’s) district? — It is. 

454. (To 1 Fitness). — Have there been any cases of 
diphtheria or scarlet or typhoid fever since you came 
into office ? — Not that I am aware of. It is impossible 
to put the houses I speak of to rights ; they are the 
ruins of the former residences of the great county 
families. These are houses that were never constructed 
for tenements at all. 

Rev. Mr. Kiernan (handing slip of paper to 
Chairman). — That is the name of the house, but I 
would rather not have it mentioned publicly. 

Witness (having been shown the slip of paper by 
Chairman). — I know that house. 

455. Are animals kept in that house? — I do not 
know, but I know they slaughter things there. 

456. Is this a slaughter-house? — Oh, no; people 
live there. And they kill the sheep in all the 
victuallers’ shops in town. While you would be 


passing through the town a fellow would be kilW a 
sheep, and the blood running down at your feet ° 

457. Do you inspect those houses ? — I inspect them 
as ordinary dwelling-houses, but not as victuallers’ 
premises. 

45S. Does the state of things you describe exist in 
many houses in the town ? — In every one of them. 

459. In every butcher’s house in town?— In every 
butcher’s house in town the butcher kills his sheep. * 

460. Is this state of things complained of in the 
newspapers very often ?— I do not know of any com- 
plaints by the newspapers. I think there are other 
slaughter-houses where they have a license, and where 
they keep pigs in a large square, and all that sort of 
thing; but I think the worst case of all was the 
Commissioners’ own slaughter-house. I had to report 
it twice myself, so that you may infer from that 1 
was not to be frightened in any way. 

461. Is not the Commissioners’ slaughter-house at 
present in such a condition that it cannot be now 
used ? — Oh, they are still using it. 

462. Who are the parties responsible? — Well they 
have a slaughter-house committee and a heap of 
people connected with it. I do not know who is the 
responsible party. 

Mr. Kadi ’ mjton . — It is not in a fit state to be used 
as a slaughter-house. You cannot compel the. 
butchers to go there, for in fact the place is not fit for 
them. 

463. But the witness says it was complained of? 

Oh, it certainly was complained of, and there was an 
order made immediately for the abatement of the 
nuisance. 

464. Who is the person who has charge of it? 

He Is the slaughter-house keeper, a man named 
Shaughnessy. 

465. (To Witness). — Did you find matters improved 
after you made your report? — I think they made it 
worse. But at any rate we would want about a 
thousand cottages in Galway for the humbler class 
of people. 


Mr. Richard 
N. Somerville. 


Mr. Richard N. Somerville, Town Surveyor, examined. 


466. How long have you been town surveyor? — I 
was appointed in July, 1S74. I was first appointed 
for the surveying of dangerous buildings requiring to 
be taken down. 

467. Since the Provisional Order has been passed 
have you acted as surveyor of the roads too ? — Yes. 

468. Do you know anything of the condition of the 
slaughter-house that has been spoken of? — I know 
the condition of the Town Commissioners’ slaughter- 
house. 

469. Has that been constructed by the Commis- 
sioners under your supervision? — Yes. The plans 
and specifications were drawn by me. I also esti- 
mated for them what the cost would be. In fact the 
Commissioners were determined to have the best kind 
of slaughter-house, and authorised me to visit the 
slaughter-houses in Salford and other places. When 
I came back a contractor was accepted. This con- 
tractor has not given very much satisfaction. I 
reported again and again on the condition of the 
place, and at last I asked the slaughter-house com- 
mittee to make a report on it. They concluded their 
report on last Thursday, and it will soon be complete 
for presentation. 

470. Is the slaughter-house used as a slaughter-house, 
notwithstanding its present very imperfect condition, 
or is it possible to keep it in a proper state if it is used 
while the work is going on ? — Well, it is. 

471. Would it not be better to close it altogether as 
a slaughter-house while the works are going on ? — It 
had been closed for a considerable time. The floor is 
the principal item in which the work was not well 
done ; but the greatest source of nuisance the sanitary 
officer ever brought under my notice was the cesspools 
into which the butchers used to throw their offal ; and 
the Commissioners have now given directions to the 


town steward for the scavenging-cart to go round twice 
a day. The work of the slaughter-house has really 
been at a stand-still, and they are at present at the ex- 
pense of another slaughter-house, which they have 
hired temporarily. After the work of the Commis- 
sioners’ own slaughter-house was pretty well advanced, 
the contractor allowed the butchers in. I told him 
that if he was not perfectly satisfied his work was 
finished he should not have let them in. 

472. Do you think it would have been better if they 
had not been let in so soon ? — I do not think it made 
much difference ; the materials used in the construc- 
tion were bad ; part of the floor is revelled up. But 
it does not continue a nuisance. They are very par- 
ticular about catching up the blood, because they are 
paid for every drop of blood. With regard to the privy 
that is there, I certainly will recommend the Commis- 
sioners, after the sewerage is completed, to put a water- 
closet there, and connect the water-closet with the sew- 
erage. It is cleaned out every day, however. 

473. Do you give the certificate for the payment of 
the men who are employed on the roads and the sca- 
venging? — No, not for the men employed on the streets. 
We have our query book, which I shall show you. It 
is the town steward certifies for the men employed on 
the streets. I have the supervision of the work, but 
I do not give the certificate. 

474. Are you of opinion that, as long as those sew- 
erage works are going on, it would be very difficult at 
all events to let the repairing of the streets by con- 
tract? — Oh, I would certainly recommend the Commis- 
sioners not to do so. From my experience as a sur- 
veyor, I should always recommend the Commissioners 
not to let the scavenging to any contractor. I would 
let the repairs by contract, and have the scavenging 
done by the Commissioners themselves even after the 
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sewers were completed. A great number of pipe-drains 
are being laid down now, and a contractor doing his 
scavenging in the mornings is very likely to brush 
some of the road surface into the sewers so as to avoid 
the trouble of canying it away, and that would choke 
up the sewers. 

175. Do you know as a matter of fact that a great 
many of the houses are not connected with the sewers? 
— In some cases, where it was practicable, it has been 
done ; in other houses it remains to be done. 

476. Are some of the new drains in a sufficiently 
forward state to connect the houses with them? — Yes. 

477. According as they are coming into asufficiently 
forward state, are the connecting drains then made ? 
— Yes. I know one Commissioner who has connected 
his drain with one of the new drains. 

478. Do you know anyone who has not, where he 
should do so 2 — None that have come unde)' my notice. 

479. Do you know, with reference to the old sewers, 
any block of those houses belonging to the Commis- 
sioners "where connecting drains have not been made 
where they should have been made ? — I know nothing 
of those houses except from the outside. 

480. I wanted to know whether, in cases where 


connecting drains wore required to be made, the Com- Galway. 
missiouers themselves, as owners, were any obstruction May aa, 1 377. 
to their being made ?— Oh, that is not the case. Mr R ~^ rd 

4S1. Since you have been town surveyor have you n. Somerville, 
been able to form a general opinion with regard to the 
sanitary state of the town ? — Yes, in my own district 
it is very bad. It is rather outside my duty, but 
where I have seen a glaring nuisance, I have always 
reported it. 

482. Did you ever get a rebuff from the Commis- 
sioners for these reports ? — Oh, never. 

483. Do you think there has been any improvement 
in the part of the town within your district ? — I do 
not see a bit. I have known cases where people have 
been made to remove their manure for a week or a 
month, but it would be back again directly afterwards. 

4S4. Do you know of any case where animals are 
kept in the house ? — I do not go into any of them, but 
I know many where manure heaps are kept. I know 
there was a particular case — the case of a Mr. Tarpey 
in Shantulla. I have reported that several times. I 
believe a summons has been issued, and a magistrate’s 
order got, but it is worse than ever. I saw it several 
days ago. 


Mr. James Davis, Town Commissioner, examined. 


Mr. .Tames 


485. You are, I believe, one of the oldest Town 
Commissioners ? Can you throw any light as to when 
this debt to the gas company arose ? — The tolls under 
the old Corporation went for the purpose they now- 
must go for — cleaning and lighting the town. They 
were misapplied. The mayor at that time applied 
them to his private purposes. 

486. Was this before, the Act of 1836 ?— Yes. 

487. Were you a member of the Corporation at 
that time ? — No. 

488. Were you one of the original Commissioners 
under the Act of 1836 ( — No, I was not a Commis- 
sioner until the next election after that. 

4S9. It was in about 1840 that you were elected, 
then ? — Yes. 

490. And have you been in ever since %— Ever since. 

491. I want to know how the Commissioners first 
got into debt with the gas company ? — When the Com- 
missioners got tliis Act of theirs in 1836, their tolls 
were in Chancery — that is, the tolls of the old Corpora- 
tion were in Chancery. They got their new tolls under 
the Act of 1S36. The tolls of the old Corporation 
were put in Chancery in consequence of the misappro- 
priation of the funds. The Commissioners cited the 
old Corporation into the Court of Chancery, and got 
a receiver put over the old tolls. 

492. The Act of 1836 fixes certain tolls. Do you 
mean that immediately that Act of 1S36 was passed 
the tolls fixed by that Act were in Chancery?— No ; 
hut the tolls were farmed out, and the Chancery 
tenant’s time had not expired when this Act was 
passed. He only held them, however, until the year 
after the new Commissioners came in, and they pro- 
duced about .£900. There was a very great export of 
corn then, and they produced under the new Com- 
missioners £2,000 a year. The entire town was 
flagged out of the tolls, and the Commissioners then 
made a large outlay on the improvement of the town. 
Seeing the large income they had at the time, they 
calculated that income would last until they got out of 
debt. The gas company was formed in 1837, and it 
seems that it was so formed as to consist of seventeen 
of the twenty-one Commissioners. The gas company 
made terms for themselves that were not for the benefit 
of the town. They charged ns £6 a lamp, and the 
Commissioners were obliged under any circumstances 
to pay that price for thirty-one years, thus binding the 
Commissioners not to take advantage of any competi- 
tion during that period. In the midst of these im- 
provements the Commissioners were making in the 
town the famine set in. The consequence of that was 
free trade in com, and the com trade, which produced 
then in tolls £2,000 a year, fell to £900 or £800 at 


one time. We did nothing to suit the altered state of 
our income, and whether we wanted so many lamps or 
not we were compelled to pay this money. The gas 
debt was from arrears owing to the gas company for 
debt previous to the Act of 1853, and about £500 of 
the gas company’s expenses towards that Act. Then, 
not having availed ourselves of the Waterworks 
powers, we had to look for another Act, and this cost 
us some £800 more. Even that bill was a defective 
bill, and we had to get a third bill at an expense of 
some £300 more. In this way these debts accu- 
mulated. 

493. Since 1S68 you have never, it seems, struck a 
balance, and the gas company say you owe them more 
than you imagine you do ? — The sale of the advowsons 
of St. Nicholas, which were vested in the Corporation 
by the Act of 1840, was forced upon us by the gas 
company to diminish the debt, and they went for 
£1,500, although worth £2,000. 

494. Was it before tbe passing of the Act of 1853 
that you paid the gas company this £1,500? — No, 
after it. The Act of 1853, in fact, was got to make 
them moi - e secure to go to law with us, as we were 
trying to pick a hole in the deed at the time. 

495. At the time the gas company put pressure on 
the Commissioners to sell were the Commissioners as 
strongly represented on the gas company as they were 
before, when it was formed ? — The liev. Mr. Daly was 
chairman of both bodies at the same time. 

496. Was any other member of the Town Commis- 
sioners a member of the gas company at the time of 
the sale ? — There were several. There was not more 
than one-third, if so many, Commissioners who were 
not shareholders in the gas company. 

497. Turning now to the question of the municipal 
boundaries, were you one of the majority who voted 
in favour of the’ third scheme in Captain O’Hara’s 
report? — I was. I believe that to be the most prac- 
tical. 

498. Do you think that is the one that would in- 
flict least injustice on the residents in the outer circle 
and the greatest benefit on the town? — Yes. I want 
to draw your attention to the fact that, whereas the 
slaughter-houses are represented to pay £28 a year 
rent, the actual rent is £20, and they pay £8 a year 
interest for money advanced by the owners to enable 
us to get through the repairs of these slaughter- 
houses. The owners lent us £100 for this purpose, 
and we are paying eight per cent, for the money. The 
present slaughter-house is too narrow, and situated in 
a place not adapted for the purpose. 

499. Do you mean to say you are bound to pay 
eight per cent, for money advanced by the owners in 
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put their own property in repair ? — Bound in a deed — 
in a lease. I believe all the Commissioners agreed to 
pay the lender £S a year. They were not able to pay 
it at the time they were so wretchedly reduced. I 
voted against the place as being an unsuitable one, but 
not against the borrowing of the money at eight per 
cent. We were very much pressed by the public to 
get a proper slaughter-house, and in order to have that 
public feeling allayed we borrowed £100. I find in 
the return you have of liabilities by the Commis- 
sioners you have not a proper statement. There are 
large sums not laid before you payable to the two 
printing offices and to the attorney. 

500. What I have got a note of is the capital debt 
for borrowed money, but have you some large cun-ent 
debts besides ? — Large current debts under the heads 
of printing, gas, and law. 

501. Can you now tell me what this printing debt 
is? — I cannot say. Those gentlemen have been re- 
peatedly asked for their accounts, aud they have not 
furnished thorn to us. We are charged at present for 
eighty-seven lamps, and we are never getting more 
than eighty-two lit. 

502. Are these eighty-seven lamps in existence ? — 
No ; we sent a man to count them within the last 
fortnight, and he says there are only eighty-two lit. 

503. When applying for the loan of £3,000 to pay 
off the gas company, did you bring it under the notice 
of the Board of Works that the Act was passed to 
enable them to lend you the money? — Yes. 

504. Did you ever apply to any other party ? — No, 
because no other party would lend us the money 
except on higher terms than the terms we wished to 


get it : 


O'Hara is getting us out of our difficulties by misino- 
money for us. The late engineer had to pay out of 
his own pocket for scavengers to keep the town clean. 
Captain O’Hara went and borrowed a sum of money 
from the National Bank on his own personal security 
to keep us up until we could get money. 

505. You say there are considerable debts besides 
those capital debts that have been secured. Can you 
give me any idea wliat they are?— They were never 
furnished by the parties themselves. 

50G. How many yeai-s are you in arrear with them? 
— I do not know. There are certain arrears that have, 
been paid, and others that have not. 

507. Are you a member of the finance committee ? 
— I am. 


50S. Wliat is the other current debt besides the 
printing ? — Law. 

50S). Who is your attorney ? — Mr. M'Namara. 

510. I see payments every year for law?— Yes, hut 
these are trifling things. 

Mr. L. Ferdinand . — The reason Mr. M'Namara has 
not been paid was that until this Provisional Order 
was passed the Commissioners had no funds. 

511. But they have had funds now for over two 
years? — You have at length a balance in your favour 
on every account but oue ? 

TTY tness. — Yes, but this is money we borrowed. 

512. Chairman (for Mr. F. C. Comyn ). — Have you 
actually paid off any arrears of debt out of income yet, 
or are you only just paying your way sis you go along? 
— I think we have been only paying our way as we 
went along. 


Mr Francis Lorenzo Comyn examined. 


51o. Are you both a borough aud a county magis- 
trate? — Yes, of three counties. 

514. Do you reside in the “ outer circle ” ? — Yes. 
I have about 1,200 acres in the outer circle of which 
I regret to say the greater portion is mountain aud 
bog. I have only to say this :— that the unfairness 
of this scheme of making the municipal and Parlia- 
mentary boundaries coterminous would at once strike 
anyone. The outer circle would have no benefits of 
water or sewerage, and the only other thing that 
would be extended to us would be the taxation. A 
m * ue — ^ ie village of Drom — stands about 
300 feet above the level of the sea, and there are other 
dwellings that stand still higher; no sewerage coukl 
go so high; no water supply could b6 given us. With 
regard to roads we are in a very anomalous condition 
at the present moment. 

515. Chairman. — That we know. 

Witness.— With regard then to the actual facts. As 
far as taxation goes, of the four schemes, number 2 or 
number 4, would be the better ones. Number 4 is not 
so convenient in some persons’ eyes, as it would 
do away with two staffs, and prevent gentlemen 
putting “ T.o. ” after them names. Number 2 would 
affect my property, consisting of between six and seven 
thousand acres, all of which within the county is in 
the barony of Moycullen, which it is estimated would 
be prejudiced by the arrangement. 

516. Is yours the one barony upon which accord- 


ing to the estimate of Captain O'Hara, there would 
be an increased rate if that scheme were adopted?— 
Yell, I rather think there would not be, because a 
good many unnecessary roads could be done away with, 
and the two main roads, together with two or at least 
three of the central roads would be sufficient for the 
work. Of course I need hardly say it is an imaginary 
line, and this line, which is drawn through bog and 
mountain for every inch, does not include, I think 
I may safely say, land of the value of 10s. an acre. 
Then it all runs high, and the people who are alto- 
gether peasants speaking Irish, are all of the ordinary 
class of peasantry, and have no connexion with the 
inner circle of the town. 

517. Arc all the residents within that outer circle 
chiefly peasantry of the rural class ? — The purely rural 
class. There are none of this class of market gardeners, 
none of the class of men who make a living by 
bringing milk or butter into the town. No milk is 
carried in from that district. 

518. Are there no villas within this outer two-mile 
circle belonging to tradesmen or merchants in the 
town? — Not a single one. 

519. In fact has that outer two-mile circle no more 
connexion with the town than any portion of Con- 
nemara,? — You have exactly defined what I wanted 
to convey. The outer ring, perhaps I should explain, 
is occupied by so few proprietors that you have 
not had an opportunity of having witnesses before you. 


Mr. Redington recalled. 


520. Mr. Davis said there had been debts for 
printing and law accumulating, of which there are 
large arrears owing?— I believe there are large arrears 
owing, but we have repeatedly asked the parties to 
send us in their accounts and they have not done 
so. 

521. How many years have they been outstanding ? 
— I suppose about four. 

522. Has Mr. M'Namara, your solicitor, been asked 


to send in bis bill of costs ? — He has, but he has not done 
so. We have only paid him on account. 

523. Have the costs connected with the Provisional 
Order Act been paid ? — Yes. 

524. Have the costs of the Acts of 1863 and 1853 
been paid? — The costs of the Act of 1853 have not 
been paid, because they form portion of the mortgage 
to the gas company. I am perfectly in the dark as to 
what is due to Mr. M'Namara. 
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Mr. Redington recalled. 


525. Chairman. — There are just one or two ques- 
tions which I wish to put to you, Mr. Redington — th-st 
of all, has any application ever been made to the Chief 
Secretary under the 5th section of the Local Govern- 
ment Act, with regaixl to the alteration of the bound- 
aries? — No. 

526. You know the clause of course. (Reads clause.) 
I don’t know whether any attempts have been made 
to act under that section '? — No ; none whatever. 

527. I also wanted to ask you as to the amount of 
comity cess levied by the Grand Jury previous to the 
present extension. Mr. Hancock stated before the 
Select Committee of the House of Commons, that it 
was .£4,405 ? — That would be the two levies for the 

' 528. Of course that is for the year? — That em- 
braces the rates, and also the imperative presentments. 
He is about right. 

529. I wish to compare what they levied as Grand 
Jury cess with your expenditure on the roads ? — I 
think I could get that for you. 

530. I also desire to have upon our notes the relative 
rateable value of each ward, and the number of electors 
in each? — That I shall also give you. I asked the 
clerk of the union for it, but I have not got it yet. 

531. The only other question I have to ask you is 
with regard to the gasworks. I want to know whether 
the Town Commissioners ever contemplated exercising 
the powers given them under the Act of 1853, of 
erecting gasworks ? — They never attempted it. 

532. Practically are not the gasworks very largely 
owned by the Commissioners themselves ? — Well not 
now ; but in 1853 there were seventeen of the Com- 
missioners pi'oprietors in the gasworks. 

533. Did they at any time enter into any negotia- 
tions with the view of purchasing the gasworks? — No. 

534. And it was never contemplated '? — Latterly it 
was suggested that the Town Commissioners should 
take the gasworks into then- own hands, and to supply 
the people with gas, but it was considered that it was 
too great a work for them — that they had enough on 
then- hands to do at present 


535. You wei-e to get me if yon could last night the 
amount of your debts for planting and law expenses ? 
— I think you may take it for granted that there is a 
debt of £100 for law expenses. I cannot exactly say 
what would be our debt for printing. 

536. Would it be a larger amount ? — It would un- 
doubtedly, for it extends over the last four years. I 
don’t think the Express newspaper has been paid any- 
thing for the last four years. 

Mr. O'Connor (of the Express). — Our account is 
about £160. 

Mr. Ferdinand (of the Vindicator). — And about 
£60 is, I believe, due to my sou for printing. 

Mr. Redington. — You may take it that the printing 
account is about £220, and the law expenses £100. 

537. Chairman (to Mr. Ferdinand). — What is the 
printing your son does for the Commissioner's ? 

Mr. Ferdinand. — Placards and small handbills con- 
vening meetings. Por instance, that statement of 
Captain O’Hara's was printed by him. 

538. Is there any sum for advertising included in 
your son’s account ? — No, nothing but for planting. T 
believe it is the custom everywhere for the newspapers 
to get the advertisements without any contracts. 

Mr. O'Connor (Express). — Mr. Ferdinand’s son has 
the contract at a much lower sum than our firm had 
it formerly. I don’t think he can make any profit 
from it at all. 

539. Chairman (to Mr. Redington). — That 
£519 16s. 10d. expended on roads would only repre- 
sent about half a year’s expenditure ? — Yes. 

540. Previous to that decision of Judge Fitzgerald’s 
who did the cleansing ? Was it yon ? — No, the Grand 
Jury did all the cleansing and repairing. There was 
no work at all done by us on the streets. 

541. And all that is now done by you was formerly 
done by them ? — Yes, but they had the outside roads. 

542. What I want to ascertain is this. I wish to 
distinguish between what the Grand J ury expended 
on the inside roads as compared with what you expend? 
— It will be difficult to ascertain that, but I shall en- 
deavour to supply the information. 


Dr. Nicholas Clayton examined 


543. Chairman. — What position do you hold? — I 
am a dispensary doctor and sanitary officer of one of 
the urban districts of Galway. 

544. Whichis your district? — The eastern dispensary. 

545. You are then, I think, in the district in refer- 
ence to the state of which the Rev. Mr. Kiernan gave 
evidence yesterday. He said a great deal of the district 
was in a veiy shocking state ; that the dwellings are 
occupied by animals of all descriptions — chiefly pigs, 
but also cows, calves, horses, and asses — living in Ike 
same apartment with the inmates, and that a worse 
state of things he never knew? — I must candidly confess 
that the district is in anything but a healthy state. 

546. How long have you been sanitary officer ? — 
Two years. 

547. And has anything been done to remedy this 
state of things ? — I went round the whole of the district 
of Bohermore with Mr. Flynn, the late sub-sanitary 
officer. There was scarcely a house we did not examine, 
and I reported to the Board where there were pigs and 
cattle, and recommended that they should be removed. 
I examined all the yards — those which have reres to 
them — and complained of the cesspools, and I thought 
I had discharged my duty, and that it was the duty of 
the other officers to see my directions earned out. 

548. You reported to the Board upon this state of 
things? — j did. 

549. And wbat action was taken by the Board? — 
Very little. I think the Board made an order to have 
my instructions carried out. When the parties were 
brought before the magistrates a fine — a merely nominal 


thing — was inflicted, but not sufficient to cause an 
abatement of the nuisance. 

550. Do you think the non-removal of animals, and 
the non-abatement of other nuisances is owing to the 
supineness of the Commissioners, or the leniency of 
magistrates in not inflicting heavier fines ? — In my 
opinion I think the magistrates are too lenient in deal- 
ing with those parties. When a person is summoned 
for having a pig in his house, and brought before the 
magistrates, if the nuisance is not abated a nominal 
fine of Gd. is inflicted, which he pays rather than go 
to the trouble and expense of putting these animals in 
an out-house, as it would cost him very much more 
than a number of small fines to build an out-house. 

551. I take it for granted that those people are not 
living in their own cottages — -they are tenants of men 
of property generally? — Yes. 

552. Do some of the Commissioners own large pro- 
perties of this description ? — There are several houses 
in the town let in tenements, and I exam i ned them 
thoroughly and found them overcrowded. I recom- 
mended to the Commissioners that these rooms should 
be shut up, but still the nuisance continues and no- 
thing has been done. 

553. Do you know whether any application has 
been made- for an order to shut up these houses? — I 
cannot exactly say. 

554. Now Father Kiernan mentioned yesterday one 
of these houses in which a dozen families lived, every 
room of which was overcrowded, and no convenience 
of any kind in the house, in the shape of water-closet 
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ox - privy, tlie filth being deposited on the stair-ways, a 
most offensive odour arising therefrom, and the 
whole place reeking with unhealthy smells. Is not 
this a place you must have visited frequently ! — Yes. 

I know the house and have reported upon it nearly 
eighteen months. 

555. That desci'iption, then, was not an overchai'ged 
one 1 — No. 

556. Could you tell, me to whom that house be- 
longs! — I could not. I consider that when I have 
made my report my duty is done, and that it is then 
the duty of the Council to have my instructions carried 
out. When the owner of the premises has not done 
what was required of him, I have a ttended before the 
magistrates and given evidence as to the nature of the 
nuisance. 

557. Have you frequently done so with regard to 
these tenement houses l — Yes, frequently. 

558. Then do you know whether the Commissioners 
have taken out summonses against the parties 1 — Yes. 

559. In those cases, do I understand you correctly 
as saying that the fines inflicted were all of a nominal 
character !— Yes. 

560. And that they have had no effect in putting a 
stop to the nuisance ! — In some instances it had an 
effect. The old nunnery was closed up. The magis- 
trates give a long time for abating the nuisance. They 
do not fine the first time, but make an order to have it 
abated. I believe tbat older gives them a fortnight, at 
the end of which peiiod the sub-sauitaxy officer goes 
round and sees whether the nuisance is abated, and if 
not, the parties are again bi'ouglit before the magistrates. 

561. Do you consider the sub-sanitary officer suffi- 
ciently active in the discharge of his duty! You 
know his business is to go round and inspect those 
places, and where a nuisance exists to report it to you, 
and afterwards to carry out the orders of the Board 
upon your report ? — I must certainly say that consi- 
dering the salary the man is getting he does a good 
deal for the money. 

562. Do you mean that he gives as much time to 
the discharge of the duties of his office as the salary is 
worth ? — Yes. I think if you want to have an effi- 
cient sub-sanitary officer he should be independent of 
other means of employment. I don’t think a man 
could discharge, the onerous and important duties of 
the office for a salary of £30 a year. 

563. When examined before me yesterday, the im- 

Dr. Brodie 

568. Chairman. — Do yon, Dr. Bi-odie, reside in 
Galway! — Yes. I am the Local Government Board 
Inspector for this district, and l'esident in the town of 
Galway. 

569. Have you had occasion to come before the 
Board of Commissioners to complain of nuisances! — 

I have, and made complaints of the most glar ing 
nuisances, which have been allowed to pass unabated, 
in the most public parts of the town. There is one 
place leading down to this coxn-t-house, between this 
and the Roman Catholic Chni'ch, where a most offensive 
nuisance exists. It is an enclosed yard, and the gate 
is left open, and the nuisance flows out over the path- 
way, and the stench from it is most abominable. 

570. From communications you had with the Com- 
missioners, what would you say was their disposition 
as to abating these nuisances 1 — I would say the majo- 
rity of the Board are very favourably disposed towards 
abating the nuisances, but there are some individual 
members who, I think, would rather shelve the mattei\ 

571. Di*. jBrodie. — Mr. Commissioner’, with your 
permission, I should like to ask Dr. Clayton a question. 

Chairman. — Oh, certainly. 

572. Dr. Broclie. — Dr. Clayton, fi’om the time of 
your appointment have you been “bullied” in any way 
by the Local Government Board or their Inspector ? 

Dr. Clayton. — -Never. 

573. Chairman. — Perhaps you ax’e not aware, Dr. 
Clayton, that one of the reasons the sub-sanitary officer 
gave for ceasing to be so active as. he said he had been, 


pression which his evidence left clearly upon nxy mind 
Wiis that he did not think it was his duty to interfere 
with the pigs in the houses 1 — I would differ- from him 
When I get notice I see after these things at once but 
it is not my duty to hunt them up. When I am in- 
formed of a nuisance I look after it. 

564. But, of course, necessarily upon your profes- 
sional visiting you must have come upon many 
nuisances without waiting to have them reported to 
you by the sub-sanitary officer!— I have often met 
with them, and in that case I have directed the sub- 
sanitaxy officer’s attention to the matter either that 
day or when I met him at the next meeting of the 
Commissioners. I have directed him to go aucl see the 
place, and if he considered it in an unhealthy state to 
x-epox-t the matter to the Board. 

565. Are you in communication with the Commis- 
sioners themselves l Do they ever call you in to ques- 
tion you as to your reports 1— No. I don’t think they 
have. I might sometimes enter the room while nxy 
report was under consideration, and I would be asked 
a question. 

566. The Commissioners have a consulting sanitary 
officer, and we have it in evidence that they oixly con- 
sulted him once since his appointment! — The only 
person I communicate with is the executive sanitary 
officer. Whex-e the animals are kept in the same room, 
or where tliex'e is an overflowing privy, bad drain or 
whatever the caxxse of nuisance, where it is prejudicial 
to health, I have reported them four or five times, if 
necessary. I have brought very bad rases before the 
Board, and expressed my surprise in my reports that 
nxy instructions were not carried out, and still the 
nuisances have continued to exist. In fact there has 
been no end to making l'epoits when my instructions 
were not carried out. I have several times spoken to 
the Local Government Board Inspector, Dr. Brodie, 
and have brought him to see the places. My reports 
form quite a mass of writing. 

567. Do you say there were many instances in which 
you had to report the same thing frequently over and 
over again, and you found no good results? — Some 
occasionally. 

Dr. Brodie (Local Government Board Iirspectox - ). — 
If Dr. Clayton’s instructions had been carried out, I 
have no doubt whatever that the portion of the town 
under his charge would be in a very different state 
to-day. 

examined. 

was because he had been bullied by the Local Govern- 
ment Board and their Inspector. 

Dr. Clayton. — I never found kinder treatment than 
from the Local Government Board Inspector. 

Dr. Brodie. — Allow me to explain why it is he has 
made that statement about being “bullied.” I had 
occasion to report him to the Local Government Board 
for culpable neglect of duty on Iris part, in consequence 
of which he was called upon to send in his resignation. 

574. Chairman (to Dr. Brodie). — Was he called upon 
to send in his resignation by tire Commissioner's ? — The 
Board here were requested to take it into their consi- 
deration whether any further confidence could be placed 
in an officer who had acted as he had done, and the 
Board asked the Local Government Board to give him 
a further trial. 

575. (To Dr. Brodie). — J udging from what we heard 
yesterday, there is no better reason to be satisfied with 
lrim now than there was then! — Indeed they have not. 
There is one Commissioner present who, on more than 
one occasion, was in favour of a thorough inspection . 
of the town ; that is Mr. Kelly. 

576. Mr. Kelly. — I wish to ask Dr. Clayton if he 
has not made reports independently to this Board, and 
whetherthe sub-sanitary officer did not actually threaten 
him for doing so ! 

Dr. Clayton. — I don’t remember that 

577. Mr. Kelly. — Do you recollect reporting to this 
Board about the yard in Lower Abbey Gate-street, of 
your own motion ! 
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Dr. Clayton.— Y es ; I do. I got, no report from the 
sub-sanitary officer upon that. I have made so many 
reports that I cannot state positively, bat, I think, 
I did report upon that without getting a report from 
him. 


578. Mr. Kelly . — Did you ever hear him complain Galwav. 
of you for interfering with his duty ? a %aa, i *7~. 

Dr. Clayton . — I think I had a conversation with Dr Brodi( , 
you, or some member of the Board, of something of 
that sort. I cannot state now exactly what it was. 


Mr. Patrick J. Stack examined. 


579. Have you been executive sanitary officer to the 
Commissioners since the passing of the Public Health 
Act, 1874 ? — Yes. 

580. Do you hold any other office under the Com- 
missioners? — No ; I was executive sanitary officer to 
the Board of Guardians and acting clerk to the union. 

581. Are you the medium through whom all the 
sanitary officers’ reports come before the Commis- 
sioners ? — Yes. 

582. Do you attend the meeting every week? — 
Yes. 

583. Do you tind a desire or the reverse of a desire 
on the part of the Commissioners to carry out the re- 
commendations of the sanitary officers ? — I find a veiy 
general desire to carry out the law. I give instruc- 
tions to have notices served on either the owners or 
occupiers of the premises, and the notices are served 
by the sub-sanitary officer. 

584. Do you believe the sub-sanitary officer does 
serve the notices ? — I believe he does. When the time 
has expired that is mentioned in the notice, he reports 
to me whether or not the nuisance has been abated. 

585. Does he often report to you that they are 
abated ? — He does. 

586. Have you any reason to believe they are not 
abated when you have reports from him that they are ? 
— I cannot say from my personal knowledge. 

587. Do you consider it your duty to go round and 
see that the nuisances are abated ? — No. 

Mr. Redingtan. — The Local Government Board 
wrote to us to the effect that it was not his duty to go 
round. 

Witness. — So far as I can I see that my instructions 
are carried out. 

588. Does it often happen that the very same case 
in which he has reported the abatement of a nuisance 
is again brought under your knowledge ? — Yes. 

589. And for the very same nuisance, such as the 
presence of animals in the dwelling-house, or the want 
of cleansing out privies and ashpits, &c. ? — Yes. 

590. What is the next step you take in such a case ? 
— I report the matter to the Board, and ask instruc- 
tions to proceed against the party. 

591. And do you always issue summonses ? — Begn- 
l&rly. 

592. What has been the action of the magistrates 
in those cases generally? — They have no jurisdiction 
in the matter except to make an order to abate the 
nuisance ; they have no power to fine under the Sani- 
tary Act. 

593. Not in the first offence, but they have in the 
second? — I never had a case of that kind, but one 
of the persons who refused to abate a nuisance was 
fined 10s. 

594. I ask the question because we had. a case men- 
tioned here yesterday, in which the magistrate im- 
posed a fine of 6d., or 3s. 6d. fine and costs 1 — That 
was all for costs. 

595. Then the 3s. 6 d, case was a case of a first sum- 
mons 1 — Yes. 

596. But in numbers of these cases, I apprehend, 
the summons would be not against the occupier, but 
the owner, where structural alterations, such as. the 
construction of privies or drains, are required? — I never 
had instructions to take out a summons against an 
owner. 

597. You have had many cases, I suppose, where 
you had to serve notices on them ? — Yes, 

598. Have these notices been attended to by the 
owners ? — They have, generally. 

599. But is it a fact or is it not that numbers of 
the houses, many of them belonging to the Commis- 


sioners, have no proper rere accommodation ? — That is 
a fact. 

600. Whenever such cases have been reported on 
by you have the Commissioners made orders fdr the 
construction of the necessary accommodation ? — I do 
not think there have been any houses brought under 
the particular notice of the Town Commissioners for 
want of privy accommodation. 

601. Do you know of any order having been given to 
construct connecting drains ? — There are some houses in 
High-street that have been ordered to have connecting 
drains made, and two houses in Dollai'd-street, other- 
wise I am not aware of any order to construct con- 
necting drains. 

602. Have there been any of the houses, in the 
case of which orders have been given to take out 
summonses, the property of the Commissioners ? — 
There have, 

603. Have you found on the part of those indi- 
vidual Commissioners any desire to remedy the evil, 
or have the places remained in the same state? — I 
never had to deal personally with a Commissioner in 
sanitary matters. 

604. ‘No; but you know whether or not when re- 
ports have been made on the houses of Commissioners 
steps have been taken by those Commissioners to 
remedy the evil ? — I believe not 

605. In your judgment has there been any im- 
provement in the sanitary condition of Galway during 
the last two years? — There has not; but I believe 
when the new sewerage is completed those houses 
which have no privies or water-closets, and the sani- 
tary condition of the town generally, will be much 
improved. 

606. Have you had reason to be satisfied with the 
conduct of the sub-sanitary officer? — I should wish 
to give the same opinion as Dr. Clayton in the 
matter. 

607. Is it your opinion that one man can properly 
perform the duties of the office 1 — Considering the 
whole extent of the cast and west districts, I believe 
it would take the whole time of a man from one end 
of the year to the other to do the duties. But if the 
work were to be done effectually it would take three 
or four men. 

608. Mr. H. Persse (Town Commissioner). — There 
was a statement made on last day about a Commis- 
sioner whose property was reported to be in a dis- 
graceful state. The disgraceful state of the property 
of that Commissioner has several times come under 
my notice as a member of the board. Yon were told 
that the attention of the Commissioners was called to 
several cases in which the property was in a most dis- 
graceful state and nothing was dona I distinctly 
deny the statement of the sub-sinitary officer on that 
point.. 

609. "Was the further step of taking out a summons 
against the owner ever taken ? — Never. 

610. My. Hynes, sub-sanitary officer (here banding 
in a report which he had made on certain privies and 
ashpits).— I sent in that report on the subject and I 
beard nothing about it since, 

611. Chairman (to Dr. Clayton). — You go into some 
of these lodging-houses, I suppose, from time to time, 
attending your patients. Have you ever found a copy 
of the by-laws posted up in them ? — Never. 

612. Chairman (to Witness). — Are these lodging- 
houses registered?— There are fifty-three registered; 
and I direct the sub-sanitary officer to have copies of the 
by-laws bung up in a conspicuous portion of the houses. 
It is known to every Commissioner in Galway that no 
notice is taken of the regulations of the by-laws. 


Mr. Patrick 
Stack. 


J. 
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Oai.wat. 613. Do you remember the case of a house where 
May 23 , 1877 . there was a father, mother, grandfather, three 
Mr. Patrick J. children, and a horse all sleeping together in two 
Stack. ’ rooms? — I reported that two years ago, and still 
the horse remains in the house. 

614. That is the case in which the sub-sanitary officer 
yesterday denied that the horse was kept in the house 
—but I do not think we need go further into all these 
individual cases ; there is overwhelming evidence that 


there are a number of houses in which pigs and other 
animals are kept, and no real effort made to <ret rid of 
them. 

615. Mr. Redington . — It was stated here yester- 
day by Mr. James Forbes that there are some men 
on the road receiving wages who are not at all upon 
the road. I would wish you, sir, to ask Mr. Reillv 
the town steward, who hands in. the pay sheets even- 
week, whether that is the case. 


Mr. Reilly, town steward, examined. 


616. Do you believe that in any instances men have 
been paid for work on the road who either are not in 
existence, or have not been doing their work ? — 
I believe not ; I am certain that they have not. I 
see the men placed on the streets from six o’clock in 
the morning. I make out the pay sheets, and every 
man puts his “ cross ” on the sheet when I pay him. 
I make it my regular business to check off my men 
every day on the street. 

617. What are your duties? — My duty is to look 
after the men employed on the streets, and to look 
after the collectors of tolls and customs. I take up 
from them a certain amount of customs in connexion 
with the crane that the Commissioners are entitled 
to. I look after their accounts. I go through the 
markets frequently, take up the dockets that they 
issue, and hand them into the secretary’s office. 
I receive the money from them giving on the backs 
of one of their dockets a receipt for the amount. I 
lodge it in bank every Thursday, and lay my account 


before the Board and secretary, and check every 
docket I have handed in. J 

618. Is it the fact that at one time a good deal of 

money arising from these customs was kept back by 
the collectors ? — Yes. J 

619. Mr. Redington . — There was then no check 
whatever. 

620. Chairman— That is exactly the statement I 
observed in the auditor’s report, that previous to Mr. 
Redington’s appointment there was no check, and 
there had been losses, but that Mr. Redington had adopt- 
ed a system of checking by which the work was now 
done satisfactorily. Do you look after the watchmen ? 
— Yes. I visit them on their beats at a time when 
they do not know ; and in any cases of misconduct 
that I have reported to the board the board have acted 
on my reports. 

62 1. Are they able-bodied, active men, or old pen- 
sioners ? — They are not very old ; they are able men. 


Ur. Francis 


Dr. Francis Greely examined. 


622. Are you the dispensary medical officer of No. 
2 district? — Yes. 

623. You have heard the state of Dr. Clayton’s 
district described. Is your district in the same 
state ? — The greater portion of my district is in the 
countiy. 

624. Is the town part very bad ? — Oh, decidedly ; 
there are no sanitary arrangements at all in it. 

625. Are the houses in some cases occupied by pigs 
and other animals as well as by human beings? — 
Yes. 

626. Have efforts been made to get them out? — 


They have been reported from time to time to the Com- 
missioners. 

627. As described in No. 1 distinct, is there a total 
want of privy accommodation ? — There is no privy 
accommodation at all. 

628. Have you found the Commissioners desirous 
to act upon your reports, or not ? — Invariably desirous. 

629. Yet you find the nuisances are not abated? — 
To my knowledge when the sanitary officer goes to the 
house the pig is hunted out, and returns as soon as the 
officer is gone. 

630. That is the usual course, is it ? — Yes. 


CASHEL. — October 17, 1876. 

(Before Mr. Exham, q.c.) 

Mr. J ohn Corby examined. 


1. Mr. Exham, q.c— You are the town clerk?— 
Yes, for upwards of nineteen years. 

2. The town is under the Towns Improvement 
Act? — Yes, since 1855, for all purposes. 

_ 3. What is the number of Commissioners ? 

Eighteen. 

4. Are all the Town Commissioners didy qualified ? 
— Yes. 

5. And have been so? — I think one of them wa s 
elected before he was twelve months in occupation. 

6. Is that gentleman a Town Commissioner now? 

He is. 

7 . When was he elected ? — This time twelve months. 

8. Was there any objection made to it at the time?' 
— No, there was not. 

9. Can you tell me what the valuation of the town 
is? — No; I cannot, because we have no rates. Our 
income is chiefly derived from land and bouse property. 

10. How do you know the qualification for Town 
Commissioner?— I get a copy of the rate-book from 
the clerk of the union. 

11. Could you not tell me from that how many are 
rated from £4 up to £12, and how many at ,£12 and 
upwards, and what is the total amount of the 
valuation? — I cannot. 


12. What is the area of the town ? Is it co-extensive 
with what was the parliamentary borough? — It is not 
as large as the parliamentary borough ; for all the 
commons land is in the parliamentary borough, but 

’ not in the municipal. 

13. Have you ever struck a rate? — Never. 

14. You have some tolls? — Yes; we received last 
year .£35 18s. 10c?. from the butter market, and £12 
4s. 6cf. for dog tax. 

15. Is there a public market here ? — There is ; but 
the only thing upon which toll is paid is butter. 

16. How much do you charge? — Fourpence for 
weighing firkins — 2d. of which goes to the Corporation, 
and 2d. to the weighmaster ; Id. for lumps of 7 lbs. and 
upwards, and £d. for lumps up to 7 lbs. 

17. What is the expense of the market per annum? 
— About £56. 

18. Is the market the property of the Town Com- 
missioners ? — Yes. 

19. What are the expenses of the market? — We pay 
£40 to the butter inspector, £15 to the Weighmaster, 
and the porter gets Is. 6 d. a day for his attendance. 

20. Is it considered advisable to keep it up, when it 
is a losing concern ? — Yes. It is thought it will pay 
when we get a line of railway into Cashel. 
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21. Are there any debts due by the Corporation?— 
£1,000 ; that is all. 

22. When was that raised? — It was raised about 
twenty years ago. It was borrowed from Mr. Coman, 
the then agent. When he died the debt was paid to 
his executors, and the same amount was then raised 
from the present agent. 

23. Upon what security was the £1,000 borrowed 
twenty years ago ? — On part of the corporate property. 

24. For what purpose was it raised? — For the pur- 
pose of paying off debts. 

25. What kind of debts ? — I cannot tell. I was not 
connected with the Commissioners then. 

26. Do you know by whose authority it was raised ? 

No; but I think that they got leave from the 

Treasury. 

27. Was there any stipulation that there should be 
a sinking fund to pay it off? — There was not. 

28. You have gasworks here ? — Yes. 

29. Do you know when they were erected first ? — 
In 1844 or 1845. 

30. How was the money provided for erecting these 
gasworks? — In 1844 the then municipal body got 
£6,000 as mesne rates from Mr. Pennefather, and 
there was a scheme prepared by the then Lord Chan- 
cellor - , setting out how that amount should be ex- 
pended, and it was stipulated that £2,000 should be 
expended on gasworks. 

31. Was that sum of £2,000 applied for the erection 
of gasworks ? — Only £1,992. 

32. Has there been any further expenditure on the 
gasworks except for ordinary wear and tear ? — No. 

33. A m l no debt contracted ? — No. 

34. How is the water of the town supplied? — We 
have an abundance of pump- water; but persons re- 
siding in this neighbourhood have a long distance to 
walk in the summer time to get it. 

35. I see by this scheme that £1,000 was to be ex- 
pended for a supply of water to the town. Was that 
expended, and was water supplied over all the town ? 
— No ; £238 9s. Id. only was expended at the time ; 
but since that the Commissioners have expended £841. 
That was expended about twelve years ago upon the 
water. 

36. How was that expended? Were there any 
pumps laid down ? — Yes ; about twelve years ago. 

37. They were to have expended it in 1844?— Well, 
they did not. 

38. What became of the £1,000 in the meantime ? 
— Well, I believe that they were allowed only £300 
by the scheme for law costs ; but I find by the books 
that they expended £938 on law costs. 

39. Were these costs ever taxed? — I think that 
they were in 1844 or 1845. 

40. Is there any record to show that the costs were 
taxed ? — I saw something about them in the books ; 
but I forget whether they were taxed. 

41. Do you know whether the £6,000 was ever 
paid to the credit of the Commissioners? — I could not 
tell you. 

42. Is there any account on the books of the ex- 
penditure of this £6,000? — I cannot find any separate 
account of it. 

43. Was any account opened in any bank on account 
of this £6,000 ? — No. 

44. Do you know whether it was paid by Mr. 
Pennefather to the Commissioners ? — Oh, I believe it 
was. 

45. Is there any account to show that, or who re- 
ceived it? — No; no account of the Corporation. 

46. How much do you say was paid altogether for 
costs? — I see in the books that the amount paid was 
£938 2s. 5\d. You will see that if you refer to 
October 8th, 1845. 

' 47. How much did you say was expended on the 
gasworks? — £1,992 was paid. Mr. Colquhoun’s tender 
for erecting them was. £2,200 ; but I cannot trace in 
the ledger that more than £1,992 was paid. 

48. Is there any account of the expenditure of this 
£6,000 ? — No ; the ledger Was very badly kept then. 
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49. And how much was then expended on flagging? Cashel. 

—£790. 0ct - 17- 1876 

50. When was that expended? — In the year 1S44 A[r John 
or 1845. I believe that they were only authorized to Corby, 
spend £700. 

51. Was there a lying-in hospital got up? — It was 
fitted up, but no patients entered it. 

52. Was there anything expended upon it? — £54 
was expended on fitting up one of their own houses. 

It was part of the corporate property. 

53. What was done with the purchase of Mr. 

Whitty’s interest in Costelloe’s lotl—They paid £460 
for it. 

54. When was that? — In 1845, I think. 

55. Was there anything laid out upon roads ? — Yes, 

£ 200 . 

56. What was done with the rest? — They gave 
£1,000 to the loan fund committee. 

57. Is that there still ? — Yes. 

58. How much did these sums make altogether ? — 

Well, then, they gave £200 towards the relief of the 
poor in 1846, when the people were starving. 

59. Out of this fund, too? — Yes; all these items 
amount to £6,097. 

60. Well, then, you say there was on water only 
£200 expended out of £1,000 ? — That is all. 

61. You say there is a portion of the town not sup- 
plied with water? — There is. The tank is in the 
centre of the town, hut the people living in this imme- 
diate neighbourhood have a long way to walk for it, 
and some of them complain of that ; they have to walk 
to it in the summer weather. 

62. Has the water ever been analysed? — I heard 
that the mins had it analysed ; but the Commissioners 
never had any of the waters of the wells or pumps 
analysed. 

63. Have yon heard any complaints made of the 
quality of the water? — Never. 

64. In what way was the remaining £800 of the 
water money expended? — On cast-iron pipes. They 
were laid down under the direction of Mr. Neville, of 
Dublin. 

65. Have you the means of properly supplying all 
the town with water? — Yes, if we had the money; 
but Mr. Neville says that it would x-equire about £900 
to do so. 

66. You have never struck a rate ?— No, never ; the 
people of the town are opposed to rates. 

67. Do you think water is wanting? — Yes. 

68. And the reason you have not struck a rate is 
because it is opposed by the people of the town? — I 
think we will be enabled to construct a reservoir in a 
short time There is £600 in the loan fund, which we 
will shortly be able to get, and then we will be able to 
construct it with that. 

69: You could levy a shilling rate for improvement, 
and a sixpenny rate for water? — Yes ; but we will 
have about £400 to our credit at the bank next May, 
and they wish to expend that on waterworks. 

70. However, there is a want of water in the town 
in summer? — There is. 

71. What other income have you? — The dog tax, 
and “ miscellaneous receipts,” such as the rent of town- 
hall, &c. 

72. Don’t you get fines under the Licensing Act? — 

No ; the magistrates here seem to think that we are 
not entitled to them.. 

73. Are they not sent down to you from the Castle ? 

—No ; the prosecutions here are taken in the name of 
the police, and not in that of the town clerk. 

74. I see that at the close of 1874 you owed the 
Bank £359 3s. 2d. We did. 

75. You reduced that in the year 1875 ?— Yes. 

76. I see Mr. Pelly, the auditor, did not surcharge 
you £63 3s. 6 d., paid for interest upon the over-draft? 

No ; but he said he would in the future. ' 

77. What is the interest upon the over-draft this 
year? — £15 2s. 4 d. 

78. You used to receive tolls besides those in the 
butter market? — Yes ; those at fairs. 

2 U 2 
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79. Are there fairs uo\v ? — Yes ; hut we don't charge 
any tolls now. 

SO. They have been given up for a long time ! — 
Twenty years, about. 

81 . Who originally had the tolls here? — Mr. J ordain 

82. Does he not charge tolls now ! — No. The Com- 
missioners gave him a lease of his laud, on condition 
that he would surrender his right to the tolls. 

83. When was that ? — About twenty years ago. 

84. What does his land consist of ? — His rent was 
£120 a-year ; but in consideration of his giving up the 
tolls they gave him a renewed lease of his land al the 
old rent. His land consists of 1G7 Irish acres. 

85. What is the value of that land suppose it was 
in the market now ? — I could not tell you. The ageut 
of the Commissioners is here, and can tell you. 

86. What length of lease was given to him ? — 
Thirty-one years, 

87. Do you know what he made from the tolls of 
the market ? — No, 

88. Does Mr. Jordan live near the town? — He lived 
within two miles of it. He is dead. 

89. What is the date of the lease? — 1 So 4 , for 
thirty-one years. 

90. Will you have a good increase when that drops 
in? — Well, there are 167 Irish acres. 

91. Isn’t it worth a good deal more than £120 a 
year? — Well, I never walked the land. 

92. Where was the market held ? — Iu the Main- 
street. 

93. And how many fairs were held ? — There was a 
monthly fair, and two old fairs in the year. 

94. And for not charging the tolls upon these he 
got the land ? — Y es. He got a renewal of his lease at 
the old runt. 

95. Is there any resolution on the books as to giving 
him that renewal ? — There is. 

96. Were they leased to him during his time of 
office? — Yes. 

97. Was he town clerk of the old Corporation? — 
He was. 

98. I find that in the report of 1835 the gentlemen 
who then held a municipal inquiry found that under 
the charter of the Corporation they were entitled to 
hold fairs, and that the Corporation had the tolls. How 
•lid they come to lose them and Mr. Jordan to have 
them I— I cannot tell. 

99. Is there not any minute about that on the 
books ? — No. 

100. I find this in the same report, page 471 : — 

The Archbishop had the power of holding two fairs in Lady's 
W ell-street, and that tolls and customs were formerly charged there ; 
but that the then Archbishop, on a representation made to him of 
the disadvantage to the public from the collection of those tolls and 
customs, discontinued them, and that these fairs had increased con- 
siderably since.that time, and with great advantage to the public." 

Are these the tolls that Mr. Jordan afterwards col- 
lected ? — They are. 

101. And in lieu of these tolls, the Corporation, you 
say, gave him this renewed lease ? — Yes. 

102. Is there not a meat market ?— -There is. 

103. Is toll collected in it? — No. 

104. I suppose the stallage of that goes iu amongst 
the rents 1 — It does. 

105. How many public lights have you ? — Forty-six. 

106. Are they lighted all the year round? — No; 
nine months in the year, as a rule — -sometimes less. 

107. Are they lighted all night, or are they put out 
at a certain hour ?— They are lit all night during the 
darkest nights ; but they are not lit at all during 
moonlight nights. We work the gasworks ourselves 
now. The present manager is paid £75 a-year, and 
the one before him was paid £100 a-year. 

108. Do you pay for the lamps by meter ? — No ; we 
charge 8s. 4 J. a thousand cubic feet to private con- 
sumers. 

109. How much did you get from private consumers 
during the last financial year? — The gas produced 
£415 18s. 8 d , ; and we got by the sale of coke £87 


110. Is that all you received from the private lights 
in the town? — That is all. 

111. Are there many people who do not take -ms > 
— A great many. 

112. Wliat was your gas expenditure during your 
last year ? — £627 8s. 4<Z., including the manager’s 
salary. 

113. What were your salaries and wages during the 
last year?— £190 18s. 2d. 

114. What do they consist of? — £70 to the 
clerk, 15s. a week to the night street superintendent, 
£18 15s. ti year to the day superintendent, £8 a year 
to the man that takes charge of the fire-engines, £5 a 
year for keeping public lamps in repair, and £35 „ 
year to the public weighmaster. We have two weigh- 
masters. 

115. What have you the public weigh-masters for? 
— Weighing potatoes. 

116. Do you get any tolls? — We do not. 

117. What do you keep a weigknmster for, if he 

does not get fees He gets fees for weighing wool 

that is all. 

118. Is he a veigbmaster appointed under the statute 
of Anne ? — I don’t know. He was appointed about 
tweuty years ago. 

119. As >vhat? — Weighmaster. He was appointed 
by the Commissioners. 

120. What power had they to appoint a weigh- 
master ? — I do not know, but they appointed him 

121. By what authority does he charge the fees? — 
By permission of-the Commissioners. 

1 22. Is tljere any resolution upon it ? — There is. 

123. Showing why he is allowed to charge fees on 

wool and not on other articles, let me see that ? 

124. Is he a different person from the butter market 
weighmaster ? — Yes. 

125. There is very little butter coming in here, and 
why could not the man who weighs the butter weigh 
the other things, Is it a different market? — I don’t 
know — it is in the same market. 

126. What is the amount of toll received from 
weighing wool ? — It is very little. 

1 27. Does he get the tolls besides the £35 a year ? — 
Yes. 

128. What does the scavenging cost?— £97 the year 
before last, and £37 12s. lOd. last year. 

129- How did it drop away so much? — There was 
a sewer constructed iu 1874 that cost £3 6, and another 
which cost £ 27 , and these two items were added to 
the scavenging account. 

130. How much did you get duriug the last year 
from the Grand Jury? — £223 5s. 6<Z. I entered into 
the contraot for peeping the sti-eets in repair for that 
year, which included £91 17®. Qd., for flagging the 
footpaths. 

131. Do you scavenge the streets ? — Yes. 

132. Did what you received pay the full amount of 
what it cost? — Last year we had a small profit-; hut 
they only allow us half the cost of flagging. 

133. In what way do you do the scavenging ? — The 
Commissioners contract with persons to keep the 
streets clean. 

134. What is done with the manure? — We sell it 
We sold no manure in 1875, We sold two years' 
supply together for £31 0s. &d. 

135. Does that represent all the manure cleaned off 
the streets in two years? — It does. It is sold by 
auction. 

136. Y.ou are not an urban sanitary authority ? — No. 

137. Is the sanitary condition of the town good ? — I 
think it is good. 

138. In what condition are the dwellings of the poor 
people?— I should inspect the dwellings to know in 
what condition they are. 

139. Doe3 anyone look after the sanitary condition- 
of the town ? — The Poor Law Guardians do I believe. 

140. Are the people of the town here allowed to 
have pjgs in tbejr houses ? — I think they are. I am 
told by a gentleman here that every second one of 
them has a pig in hjs house. 
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141. Surely the town clerk for twenty years should 
know whether that was the fact or not! — I believe 
that a great many of them do keep them. 

142. Are they allowed to keep donkeys or horses in 
their houses X — I believe some of them do. 

143. Is the town under the “Common Lodging, 
house Act ”? — It is. 

144. Are the guardians the parties who look after 
that I— They are. 

145. Do they attend to it i — I fear that they do not. 

1 46. Are the people allowed to keep heaps of dung 
close to them houses X— They are. 

147. Is there any water-closet or privy accommoda- 
tion provided for these places'? — I believe that is only 
done for the small houses that the Commissioners have 
got. 

148. Have the Commissioners ever to your know- 
ledge made any representation to the guardians about 
that state of things X— They have not; but they have 
complained to them that the sewers required to be 
cleaned. 

149. Were they in such a state that they required 
to be cleaned? — They were, about five montlis ago; 
they were in that state for three months before we got 
them to do it. 

150. In the houses where pigs and other animals are 
kept have they any accommodation in the way of 
privies X — No, they have not. 

151 . Has any representation been made by the Com- 
missioners to the guardians on the subject? — No. 

152. As I came into the town this morning I saw a 
couple of houses unroofed, and they appeared to have 
been converted into public privies ? — So they have been. 

153. And have the guardians done nothing about 
that ? — No, 

154. To whom do they belong? — These houses were 
burned about two months ago. 

155. And they are now a public nuisance. Have 
any steps been taken in reference to them ? — No. 

156. To whom do they belong ? — To a man named 
Dwyer. 

157. Are not these houses public nuisances this 
moment both to the eye and smell ? — They are. 

158. Him any person taken proceedings against the 
owner to make him abate this nuisance ? — No. 

159. Are there any sanitary officers here? — Yes. 

160. Do they take any steps to abate nuisances in 
the town? — They do not. 

161. Have the Town Commissioners ever called upon 
the sanitary authorities to prevent these people having 
pigs and animals in their houses, or to abate nuisances ? 
— They have not. 

162. Is there overcrowding in the houses? — I don’t 
think there is, except in a few in Chapel-lane. 

163. Has any complaint been made by the Commis- 
sioners to the Local Government Board with respect 
to the neglect of the rural sanitary authority? — No; 
there was never any complaint made by them to any- 
one, except to apply* to the guardians to clean the 
sewers. 

164. How many houses are there in the town in 
which pigs and animals are kept with the occupiers ? — 
There are 750 houses in the town, and about 200 of 
them are inhabited by Ipiman beings and animals at 
the same time. 

165. Did you ever hear it discussed among the Town 
Commissioners to try to put an end to this state of 
things? — Yes. 

166. When ? — When they were a sanitary authority 
themselves. 

167. And did they put a stop to it ? — The inspector 
used to endeavour to do it. 

168. Have you the same inspector still? — -Yes. 

169. He has ceased to he sanitary inspector. What 
is he now? — A street superintendent. 

170. Does he "get the same salary now as street 
superintendent that he got when he acted as both street 
superintendent and sanitary inspector? — He does. 

171. Did he make any report to the Commissioners 


as to these houses and places ? — He reported the sewers ; Cash f t „ 

that is all. Oct. 17, i s.i 

172. Are any of the gentlemen who are Town Com- Mr _ j ohu 
missioners also membei'S of the poor law board? — Not Corby, 
one. 

173. Do any of the guardians live in the town? — 

Yes. 

174. What is the poor rate? — It is only Is. 11c?. at 
present ; it used to be 3s. id. in the pound. 

175. Do they put on any sanitary rate? — I think 
Id. 

176. Do they ever disinfect the houses or limewash 
them ? — The Commissioners used to do it. 

177. But since the power was transferred to the 
guardians? — They never did it. 

178. Are the houses in the same condition at present 
that they were in before the passing of the recent Act ? 

— Very much the same. 

179. Since October, 1874, did the Commissioners 
make any complaint to the guardians as to the sanitary 
condition of the town or the state of the houses? — No, 
they did not. 

180. Was it even ever discussed ? — No. 

181. Are there connecting sewers from the houses 
and yards ? — No ; there are sewers in the main street 
and Chapel-lane. 

182. Are the houses connected by drains with these 
main sewers ? — Yes ; I think most of them are. The 
public sewers are very good here. 

183. Then there would be substantially no difficulty 
in having all the houses connected with the public 
sewers here? — No, 

184. I see you take credit in your accounts for 
grants for educational purposes? — Yes; we give £100 
to the male National school, £80 to the female Na- 
tional school, £20 to the Protestant school, and £50 
to the. Christian Brothers’ school. 

185. Under what authority was that money paid? 

— Under the scheme of the Lord Chancellor. 

186. Under it £200 was allowed for schools, but 
you pay £250 ? — Yes. 

187. What authority have you for the additional 
£50? — Nothing but the resolution of the Commis- 
sioners, 

188. How long have the Commissioners been pay- 
ing the £50 a year? — We paid it since 1869 ; but the 
resolution was passed in 1856. 

189. But the resolution passed in 1856 could not 
have justified them in making the payments in 1869 ? 

The Christian Brothers did not come here until 

1869. 

190. Therefore there could not have been a resolu- 
tion- passed in 1856 to give the Christian Brothers £50 
a year more, when they had not come here ? — It was 
first proposed that they should come here then. 

191. On the Uth January, 1870, I find that an 
order was made that a cheque for £25 be drawn in 

favour of Devlin, being the amount of the half year’s 

annuity to the Christian Brothers’ school. Where 
js the resolution fixing that amount ? — It was passed 
in 1856. 

192. How was the amount fixed then when the 
Christian Brothers did not come until 1869 ? — It was 
then that the Town Commissioners invited them to come. 

193. Is that the only explanation you can give as a 
reason of the payment of this £50 a year ? — There is 
no other explanation. 

194. Was there a house given to them also?— Yes. 

195. What was its value? — We purchased it for 

£27 10s. . 

196. To whom was it let? — To the trustees of the 
National Board for Is. a year, 

197. There are grants here for clothing, £40 % — Y es ; 
we had authority for that under the scheme. The Com- 
missioners give£36 to the Homan Catholic clergy and £4 
to the Protestant clergy, in blankets, which they 
purchase. 

198. By the scheme it is to be distributed amongst 
a committee of clergy of all denominations? — We don’t 
do that. We give £36 to the Roman Catholic clergy 
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and £4 to the Protestant clergy. We receive tenders 
for blankets, by advertisement, and then distribute 
them in the above proportions. 

199. Have you got the rental of the corporate pro- 
perty ? — Yes. 

200. I see that the property, the subject of this suit, 
which was held by Mr. Pennefather, used to pay .£1,530 
a year to him ? — Yes. That was the then rental of 
the land that was recovered from Mr. Pennefather. 

201. Is £633 a year all that has been received out 
of it by the Commissioners ever since ? — Yes. 

202. How did Pennefather hold it?— He held the 
lands under a lease from the old Corporation. 

203. Was the £6,000 paid as mesne rates for the 
laud? — Yes ; the lease was broken by the Lord Chan- 
cellor, and the land surrendered to the town 

204. That was in 1844 1— Yes. 

205. Was that land relet at that time? — Yes, it 
was. It was valued by the then Town Commissioners 


and given to the tenants who were in possession rf *i 
land under Mr. Pennefather at this valuation * * 

206 How many acres were comprised under AT,. 
Pennefather s lease of the 13th September 1830*1 
1,548a. 3r. of. Irish, equal to 2,5081 3a! Tr tSST 

207. These lands belonged to Mr. Bolton befn' 

Mr. Pennefather got them ?— Yes. befoB> 

208. At what rental were they let in 1844 after 
they were got up from Mr. Pennefather ?— £633 « 
book) Tt k SBt d0Wn heie (rental P^ueed in a 

209. Is there any resolution about reletting the*r 
lands at such a reduced rent /—There were two valuator, 
appointed to value the lands. They were let from 
year to year ; and a few of them got leases. 

210 Am I to understand that the persons who «ot 
these lands in 1844 are mostly yearly tenants ?— Yes • 
but the agent will be better able to give you infor- 
mation on this matter, as he knows all about it 


Mr. Cornelius 
Hanly. 


Mr. Cornelius. Hanly examined. 


211. Mr. Exhaji — Are you the land agent of the 
Town Commissioners? — Yes. 

212. You know the lands comprised in Pennefatlier’s 
lease? — Yes. 


213. How many lots did it consist of? — Five. 

214. Give the names and acreage?— Lot 1, Owens 
and Biggs, contained 143a. Or. 27p. statute acres: 
No. 2, Lalor’s lot, 989a. 1r. 12p. statute acres ; No. 3, 
Hill’s lot, 400a. Or. 32p. statute acres; No. 4, 
Attykitt, 491a. 3k. 12p. statute acres; and No. 5, 
Carron, 484a. 1r. statute acres. 

215. Owen and Biggs’s lot, No. 1, 143a. Or. 27r. was 
relet in 1844? — Yes. 

216. In how many lots? — I am sure there were 
either twelve or sixteen lots in that. 

■217. -Axe they yearly tenants, or do they hold under 
lease? Most of them are tenants from year to year 
But there may he one or two leases. 

218. How many were let on leases?— I don’t think 
that they were leased at all. There were resolutions 
giving them leases if they would accept them ; but 
they would not accept them. There were only one or 
*"’0 leases on that lot— leases of thirty-one years. The 
leases have only expired in two cases as yet on the 
commons. J 


many leases were made on tills lot in 
lb-14 /—Only one lease on that lot— one to Mathew 
Hanley, I think. I think it was about 9a. 1r. 20p 
Irish, for thirty-one years from the 29th September 
18o3, at the yearly rent of £15 19s. lid. 

220. Who was the lessee ?— Mathew Hanley, who 
lived in the town, and was my father 

221. What is the marketable value of that land? — 
Well, I could not tell yon that. 

— Y^! Ale y ° U ^ agent ofthe Town Commissioners ? 


223. Are you in the habit of collecting rents of 
lands in this neighbourhood 1— No ; I only collect the 
rents of the Commissioners’ property. 

224. You know the neighbourhood of Cashel well ? 


230. What is the rental of the rest of that lot?— 

The total rental of Owen Briggs’s is £94 14s. Id. m 
annum. ' 

231. What is the ’total rental of Lalor’s No ■» 

lot?— £217 7s. 3d. 

232. What is the rental of No. 3.— Hill’s lot?— 
£100 15s. 3 cl. 

233. What is the rental of. No. 4— Attykitt lot i— 

£96 Is. 9 id. J 

234. What is the rental of the fifth— Carron lot 1— 
£124 19s. 8d. 

235. And the total rental is £633 18s. 

Yes. 

236. That is, wliat was let in 1830 by Mr. Bolton 
for £1,550^ a year is now producing to the town, 
£633 18s. 6-Jd. ? — Yes ; but it was let under valuation 
by sworn valuators, and they were recommended, I 
believe, by some leading counsel, and they had some 
difficulty to induce the tenants to accept these terms. 

237. Do you mean to tell me that the lands let by 
Mr. Bolton in 1830, and continued to be let down to 
1844 at £1,550 a year, since they then came into the 
possession of the Commissioners in 1844 are only pro- 
ducing £633 18s. 6 ad. ? — That is all that is upon the 
rental. 

238. Is all that land about the same quality ? — All 
that land is in or about the same quality ; but Owen 
Biggs’s lot is the best on the rental. 

239. The nine acres which your father got are worth 
£2 an acre ? — I am sure that is the maiketable value, 
if a person wanted to extract the last farthing out 
of it. 

240. What do you think a solvent tenant who in- 
tended to pay a fair rent would give for it, if it was 
put up for competition and duly advertised ?— I think 
that £2 an acre would be fair for it. 

241. You told me that all th*e land in Owens and 
Biggs’s lot is about the same quality and value ? — Oh. 
not at all. That is only with respect to part of that 
lot. 


225. Now, I ask you to tell me candidly what is t] 
value of that land at this moment, supposin'* it wi 
put up to be let, and given to a good solvent tenant 1~ 
1 don t think it would go for more than £2 an acre- 
at least, we are farming as good land from priva- 
parties at £2 an acre. 

.u 9 . 2 . 6, kaow wlat Griffitk’s valuation is , 

'"‘k'ation is £15, and tie rent : 

£15 19s. lid. 

227. How many leases were made to this M: 
Hanley? — There were three. 

228. You think it is worth £2 an acre, Irish?— 
don t think it is worth any more than £2 an acr< 
Irish. 

229. And that is, you say, the only lease upon tha 
land 7—1 think it is the only lease upon that lot. 


242. Now, supposing that it was put up to-morrow 
for sale, what would be the fair letting value of the 
whole lot between landlord and tenant?— I was going 
on the present lease. 

243. You are land agent for four years for the Com- 
missioners. What do you say, between man and man, 
is the present valuation of all Owens and Biggs’s lot ? 
— Well, I am not competent to give an opinion. 

244. Can you form an opinion ? — I cannot form an 
opinion about that. 

245. What do you say is the value of the very worst 
acre of the 2,508 acres 1 — Some of it I would not farm 
at all. There is some of the land very bad. 8s. 2d. 
an Irish acre is the lowest at which it is let. 

246. How far is the worst of it from the town of 
Cashel ?— It is on the bounds of the lands. 

247. How much is let for 6s. 2d. an acre ? — It ranges 
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from G*. ‘2d. to 7s. 8 d. Attykitt I consider to be the 
poorest lot. It contains 491 statnte acres. 

1 248. Are there yearly tenants on that loti — Yes; 
there is no lease. 

249. And is that the rent they assumed it to be 
worth in 18441 — Yes. 

250. How many tenants are there upon it 7 — At 
present twelve. 

251. What is Griffith's valuation of that loti — 
Griffith's valuation, £176 12s., and the yearly rent is 
£96 Is. 9id. 

252. It is generally believed that Griffith s valuation 
is about one-third under the letting value 1 — I don’t 
think- it is. The valuation of Owens and Biggs’s lot 
by Griffith and the rent are nearly the same. 

" 253. Do you think when Griffith put that down at 
£176 12s. it was the real value of the loti — It might 
have let for that. 

254. And yet you let it, for £96 Is. 2\d. 1 — That is 
all it is let at. 

255. And you have continued it so since 1844 1 — 
Yes. 

256. What is Griffith’s valuation of Owens and 
Biggs’s lot? — £102 7s. 

257. What is the rentl — £94 14s. Id. 

258. What is the value of the worst acre on Biggs’ 
laud 1 — It is land that wants to be reclaimed. If it 
was reclaimed and money expended upon it — if it was 

improved it might pay a great deal more. There are 

thirty acres in bog that I would not value at more 
than 15s. an acre. 

259. And for residue — 113 English acres — what do 
you think that would bring? — I think the remainder 
would bring 30s. an acre ; but 25s. would be about the 
value of it. I know that we ourselves are farming 
for Mr. Oust better land for 25s. an acre. There are 
S3 acres, Irish, in Biggs’s land. 

260. Do you mean to say, as a resident in this town, 
and knowing the value of land in the immediate 
vicinity of the town, that to value that land fairly you 
would say it is only worth 25s. the statute acre from a 
solvent tenant ?— Well, it is near the town and might 
go for a little more. 

•261. Do you mean to say that it was not worth 
what was paid for it in 1843 1—1 am not a judge of 
land. I am not a competent authority upon that. 

262. You are nearly three years agent 1 — I think 
three years. 

263*. Is it your honest belief that the lands were let 
at one-third of their real letting value 1 — Well, I would 
not say that. 

264. I ask you again, will you undertake to say that 
in your opinion the land is let within even one-third 
of its real value 1 — I would. 

265. Is it let at half its value 1 Do you believe, at 
this moment, that the 2,508a. 3b. 3p. statute measure, 
if put up in the open market, honestly to be let to 
tenants, woidd not bring £1,500 a year 1 — I am not a 
judge at all that way. I could not give a competent 


opinion. 

266. I should like to know your opinion for what it 
is worth. Suppose the Town Commissioners put that 
land up to the public competition, do you believe that 
15s. the statute acre could be got for it from an honest 
solvent tenant wishing to live and pay a fair rent for 
it?— I could not give an opinion upon that. 

267. In your opinion could £1,250 a year be got for 

it? I am sure it would be richly worth about £1,000 

or £1,100. 

268. How much further will you go? — -Well; I 
would not like to go much further. That is 10s. an 
acre upon the whole of those lots, one with the other. 

269. Will you tell me what Lalor’s lot is worth an 
acre? — There is some of it let at 6s. 2d. an acre, and 
the best of it at 15s. an acre ; and it is not worth it. 

270. At all events you think it would be richly 
worth £1,000 to £1,100 a year? — I think it would be 
worth £1,000 a year. I am not competent to give a 
valuation of it at alL 

271. Excuse me for saying that the agent of Town 


Commissioners ought to know something of the value Cashed 
of land. — I am only their receiver. They are very Qct. 17, i s76. 
good judges themselves. Mr. Cornelius 

272. Do you wish to state as your evidence that Hanly. 
you, the land agent of the Town Commissioners, gave 

it as your opinion that upwards of 2,500 acres of land 
adjacent to this town is not worth more than £1,000 
a year 1 — I should say it is worth £1,000 a year. 

273. You have already told me it is richly worth it. 

You don’t feel inclined to go beyond the £1,000 a 
year 1 — No. 

274. Are the interests of the tenants in these lands 
sold from time to time 1 — They are. 

275. Was there a Mr. Daniel Phelan a tenant on 
these lands? — There was. 

276. How many acres did he hold? — Sixty-seven 
acres. 

277. When did he cease to be a tenant 1 — I think 
about twelve years ago. 

278. Was a lease of the lands made to Mm 1 — There 
was a lease made to his successor, Mrs. Dolan, in 1864. 

279. For thirty-one years, at the old rent? — Yes. 

280. Is it, or is it not. the fact that she paid him 
£700 for Ms interest in the farm ? — £650, I heard. 

281. Then that farm, of which the Town Commis- 
sioner's made a lease at the old rent to Mrs. Dolan, was 
worth in the market £650 ? — She gave £650. I don’t 
think the whole of the tenant farmers on the common, 
put together, have got £650. She was a person in the 
town who had made her money by trade, and wanted 
that farm for pleasure. 

282. And gave £650 for the pleasure ? — Yes. 

283. Were you ever a Town Commissioner yourself 1 
— No ; never. 

2S4. Don’t you think that that was giving away 
£650 of the property of the town? — Well, I don't 
know that. I ' would like to see the Ulster usages 
adopted in this place. 

285. What lot was Phelan’s farm on? — Lalor’s lot. 

2S6. That is the lot you told me was so bad? I 
suppose it was the pick of the lot that Phelan Mid 1 — 

I think it was nearly the pick of the lot. 

287. How much of the rest of the lot would you say 
was like that in value? — Well, I could not distinctly 
state that. 

288. Is there one-half of it as good as what Phelan 
held ? — I think about one-half. 

289. Upon what lot was Jeremiah O’Connell a 
tenant? — Owen Biggs’s lot. 

290. How much did he hold? — Nearly five acres. 

291. Did he sell his interest, and to whom ? — Mathew 
Dwyer. 

292. For how much ? — £200. 

293. When? — Last year. 

294. Do you abide now by your statement that you 
believe that the annual letting value of the whole of 
this property is only £1,000 when £200 is given for 
the interest in that five acres ? — I would not much 
mind a tenant giving that when they were mak- 
ing up the rent, but when they are not making it 
out of it, but giving these fancy prices to have 
land. It is different when a man has to make Ms liv- 
ing out of it. 

295. I see he paid £7 10s. a year rent, and the 
valuation is £7 15s., and he got £200 for it?— There is 
no lease existing on that land. 

296. Do you know Mrs. Barry ? — Yes. 

297. Was she on Owen Biggs’s lot?— Yes ; the same 
person bought the two lots. 

298. The lot of four and a half acres and the lot of 
nearly five acres. What was the rent ? — £8 18s. 8<£. 

299. And the valuation? — £8 5s. 

300. And how much did he give for that lot — was 
it £200 more ? — I do not know what he gave for it. 

301. You never heard? — Well I did hear, but I 
could not tell you ; Mrs. Barry’s lot was bought before 
the other. I think it was about £125 or £150, but 
I could not state what was the sum. I think there are 
some people Mere who know. 

302. Did the Commissioners pay money for the 
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interests of any of the tenants in their lands 1 — Never 
to my recollection — never to my knowledge. 

303. Was there a Mrs. Herrick a tenant of any por- 
tion of the lands 1 — Yes ; she gave it up to the Com- 
missioners. 

304. Hid they pay her anything for giving it up. 

305. Town Clerk. — She got £10. 

306. Mr. Exham. — Who was it let to 1 — To the re- 
presentative of Mr. Cahill. 

307. Was Mr. Cahill a late chairman ? — I believe 
he was. There was a lease made to Mr. Cahill for 
thirty-one years in 1854 upon Hill ’s lot. 

308. How many acres 1 — About eighty acres. 

309. Was that lease made to the chairman himself? 
— At the time he got the farm he was not a Town 
Commissioner, hut he was subsequently a Commis- 
sioner. 

310. Was the lease made to himself? — The lease 
was made to him. 

311. How many acres 


houses on that part of the green which are his n» 
pertji lie pays £101 1* lli f or g J™) 

for house property is £18 18 a. \\d. 1 

326. Jordan got this in consideration of his m V ; n „ 

up the tolls %— He got a renewal of the lease for 
doing so. r 

327. And he pays £120 14s. 10tf.? Yes. 

328. Are the lands of Carron good land?— Well 
no ; it is not what I consider good. 

329. Are these as good as Lawlor’s lot?—No • part 
of Lawlor’s lot I consider better than Carron ’ 1 

330. What portion is it that Pat Hogan has i-H e 
has fair land. I do not think there is any difference 
in anj' part of Carron. 

331. I see Hogan gets 36a. Ok. 30p. Irish for £15 
15s. a year? — No ; bis rent is £17 18s. lid. 

332. There are two leases to him— one lease of 
36a. Or. 30p. at £15 15s. a year, and the other of 
36 a. 0a 31p. at £16 13s. 3d. a year?— There are two 

m that lot?— Eighty brothers living there.. The rent of the representative 

” of Thomas Hogan, £17 18s. lid., and of Daniel Hogan 


acres t wo r oods late Irish plantation measure. iUUUTO , ul 

312. Who has it now ? — It is now in the possession £16 15s. 5 d 

“ f lf if; m Ca,TOn conW 23s -b ^together, »d you „ 

313. mat i> the valuation of iti-£46. it is all as good as Hogan's. iS Homn's two £ 

3H. Do Jon behove iflut was lot at its real value! there are 72a. aed if you take that away from tlw 

3 1 5 .You™ Clerk. —That lot was put up to public 298 it will leave 226, and you get for tiiat onlv 

competition — he was m possession when he «mt. the -f l 9. A 1 \,i L'n.o i.. - » • 


s from 


possession when he got the £124 19s. Id. I — 1 The rental of that land vai- 
ls. 2d. to 9s. 2d. per acre. 

334. You say that Hogan’s land is paying about 
10s. an acre? — Something about 9s. lOd. an acre. 

335. Grace has got fifty-one acres of Can-on at 
7s. 8d. an acre?— Yes; it was let by competition at 
that time. The same farm was offered to my father, 
and he fell out about 6d. an acre. 

336. I see Richard Price, on the Commons — his 
ancestors held these lands under lease of 1772 for 99 
years, and then the Commissioners renewed that lease 
to him in the year 1848, at the old rent?— Yes; he 
gave up some — he has property in Cashel. 

337. There has been no lease since 1862 of these 
lands i — No. 

338. I believe there is a house here that was called 
the fever hospital ? — Yes. 

339. Has it been given up as an hospital? — No, 
it is not ; we receive £20 a year for it from the 


316. Mr. Exham. — Can you express any opinion as 
to the value of that lot ? — It is a very good lot. 

317. Is it as good as the lot of your father’s which 
you say is worth £2 an acre ? — I do not think it is as 
good, but it is a very good lot. 

318. And you say it is let for 7s. 6 d. per Irish acre ? 
—It was let by competition. Twenty-five or twenty- 
six years ago land was of very little value. It was 
advertised publicly at that time. 

319. Do you consider it a fair farm of land?— It is 
a fair farm of land. 

_ 320 - Have an y leases been executed lately by the 
Town Commissioners ? — No, not lately. 

321. What is the last one ?— There was a small 
lease lately executed for some building ground in the 
town. Mrs. Dolan’s was the last lease made. 

322. Any leases that were made ii 


- — e in March, 1844, for 

thirty-one years must be out now?_The tenants are guardians’ 

323 +1,0 woo i xt , . -*- s it a tact that a number of young men, who 

Ivaae of a small' holdmg in °“ ly ““ 7“% society, applied 

324 Can von toll m~ * , ^ or w hen R "was lying idle, and it was refused to 

attoXS T £ °“ -™» tying idle it woe oeenpied by the 

SSnffiT ”<>■»»» teocheeatthetim,/ ^ 


325. “ Rathordan Green what lot do these come 
under ? Lawlor’s lot (No. 2), that was given up to a 
tenant named Ryan. His rent was £53 15s. 8d., and 
the valuation is £45 5s. He is paying about £2 3s 
per acre ; there is only twenty acres in it. Jordan 
has a lease for thirty-one years from 25th March, 
1856, at a rent of £120 14s. 10 d. There are 


342. Have you paid anything at all towards keep- 
ing up the lying-in hospital ? — No ; no patients ever 
entered it. 

343. As the agent of the Commissioners, do you 
know anything of the sanitary condition of the town ? 
— I think it is pretty good. 

344. Do you mean as far as the streets are con- 
cerned ? — Yes. 


™ * h ' Ste8 ‘ '“ 1 *™- 

JJ®- What 8X6 you P aid for that? — 15s. a week. 
Yes 7 Were y ° U previously their sanitary officer?— 

348 Do the people keep pigs in their houses?— 
come of them. 

349. And horses and asses ? — Yes. 

350. About how many houses are there in which 
they keep horses and asses ? — I should say about fifty. 

601 . Have the people in those houses any privies, 
cesspools^or ashpits attached to their houses 1— No. 

JO A. Where is the excrement of the houses thrown 1 


P atrick Corcobah examined. 


At the rere ; but some of the houses have no rere 
at all. 

353. Well, what do they do with it? — They throw 
it into the street. 

354. Is it permitted to lie there 1 — What is put into 
the street is swept up, 

355. Is what is thrown in the rere allowed to re- 
main there for a long time ? — It is. 

356. It is a fact that in most of these poor people’s 
houses they have nothing but earthen floors ? — It is. • 

357. Do you know those two houses that were 
burned at the lower end of the town some short time 
ago ? — They were burned in April last. 
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358. Are they not made regular privies'? — Well, 
there were no doors on the place, and persons went in 
and made use of them. 

359. If you were sanitary officer, would you con- 
sider that a nuisance ? — Yes. 

360. Could not the Commissioners have done some- 
thin" to prevent that nuisance ? — They consider they 
have no longer any power, as the guardians are the 
sanitary authority. 

361. Did you see the filth flowing out from the 
front of these houses to the road ? — Yes. 

362. Are they not dangerous to the health of the 
poor people in the adjacent houses? — Yes. 

363. Is there any overcrowding in these wretched 
houses inhabited by the poor people? — Only in one 
street. 


364. How many people to your knowledge live Cashel 
together in one room? — There might be a poor man Oct. ir, is~o. 
and his wife and two or three children in a small Mr p atr j c | i 
room. When the Commissioners were the sanitary Corcoran, 
authority, every April and May they gave me a supply 

of lime and whitewash brashes, and I went round 
every cabin and house where they could not get 
lime and brushes, and I employed men and had them 
whitewashed, and in cases of sickness of any kind we 
whitewashed and disinfected the houses. 

365. Have these poor people a good supply of water ? 

— W e have twelve pumps. 

366. Do I understand you to say that since the 
guardians took up the sanitary matters there is no 
lime- washing, disinfecting or anything of that kind? — 

No. 


Mr. Corey recalled. 


367. Mi - . Exham. — What about this house which 
belongs to the Corporation that these young men 
wanted to form a temperance club in? — It was a long 
time occupied by Mr. Delahunt the classical teacher, 
and he died : he paid no rent for it, and he had a school 
there. 

368. What was the rent offered for that house ? — 
£6 a year. 

369. Why did he get it for nothing? — I believe 
he could not pay rent for it. 

370. Was tins the house fitted up for the lying-in 
hospital ? — Yes. 

371. Was it never used as a lying-in hospital? — 
At the time it was established I heard no person 
would enter it. 

372. What became of it then? — It was used as a 
classical school. 

373. By the scheme it was to be fitted up as an 
hospital, and £120 was to be applied to keep it up? — 
Yes. 


374. What was done with, the £120 a year ? — It 
was paid in other ways. 

375. Is there a Cashel loan fund board ? — There is. 

376. Did they get the £1,000? — They did. 

377. Who are they 1 — Five commissioners and five, 
trustees. 

378. How are the five commissioners appointed? — 
They are appointed annually. 

379. Who nominates the trustees beside? — The 
loan fund committee. 

380. Where is the £1,000 now? — They are work- 
ing it in the loan fund. 

381. What is their capital now ? — Over £3,000. 

382. How have they £3,000 now ? — By the profits, 
and they have expended a good deal of money in the 
town. 

383. You said a while ago that the Commissioners 
were to get £600 or £700 of it ? — Yes ; they got 
liberty from the central board of Dublin to expend 
that money upon the town. 


Mr. Corby. 


Mr. John Mullins examined. 


384. Mr. Exham. — How long have you been 
Chairman of the Town Commissioners? — Twelve or 
thirteen years. 

3S5. As long as you were the acting sanitary 
authority did you see after the sanitary condition of 
the town? — We endeavoured to do as well as we could. 

386. Are you satisfied with the sanitary condition 
of the place now ? — I must confess I am not. I felt 
myself called upon as Chairman of the Town Com- 
missioners to direct the street inspector to call upon 
the sub-sanitary officer, and to draw his attention to 
the state of the sewers in the town and the lodging- 
houses. While we were the sanitary authority the 
inspector of lodging-houses called at these plaees to 
get them registered, and he reported very minutely to 
the Commissioners, and they took steps to have them 
kept as they ought to be kept. 

387. That is in enforcing the provisions of the 
Lodging-house Act ? — Yes. 

388. Did you make by-laws for them ? — Not beyond 
that. 

389. Are you watching the lodging-houses still ? — 
No ; the Commissioners are advised that they have no 
authority to do so. 

390. Are you satisfied with the way in which the 
Sanitary Act has been carried out here ? — Well, up to 
the time the Commissioners ceased to he the sanitary 
authority they generally made the inspector go twice 
a year through the town, and get white-wash and lime 
and have all the houses white-washed, cleaned and dis- 
infected. 

391. But since 1874 has anything been done about 
the sanitary afrangements of the town ? — I am not 
aware that anything lias been done at all since 1874, 
as to the sanitary condition of the town. 

392. As regards the water supply, do you consider 
it would be advantageous to have an improved water 
supply ? — Well, I think the water supply at present is 


.is good as it can be under the circumstances , but we 1 
hope in a short time to have a better. We expect to 
have a second reservoir to contain 9,000 or 10,000 
gallons. I think the water, for 8 or 9 months in the 
year, is sufficient for every purpose ; but for 3 or 4 
months the people living in tins neighbourhood, during 
a hot summer, have about five minutes walk to go 
down to the Main-street in order to get it ; but for the 
remainder of the year they have a very good supply. 
We have an abundant supply of soft water, and the 
source from which we get it commands the town by 
about 300 or 400 feet. In the part of the town where 
we are situated at present the people complain that they 
have to go some distance to the tank in the Main-street, 
and before the water can be made available here the 
pipes have to he full, and it is only hog water which is 
conveyed to this part of the town. In the months of 
June and July there is not sufficient water to supply 
this neighbourhood. 

393. Then it is perfectly clear there is a large portion 
of the town that is not sufficiently supplied with water? 
—Yes ; during 3 or 4 months of the year this part of 
the town has not a sufficient supply of water. 

394. Do you know anything about the loan fund ? — 
Yes; their present capital has reached to about £3,200. 
There has been from £1,200 to £1,400 paid away 
under the sanction of the Central Loan Fund Board 
towards clothing for the poor people, increasing the 
supply of water, and charitable purposes in the town, 
and during the 25 or 30 years they have been in ex- 
istence they have lost only about £2 5s. 

395. I find that a sum of £300 was paid on the 3rd 
June, 1850, from the funds of the Board to the Com- 
missioners? — I am now stating from documentary 
evidence. I was not living in the town, nor a member 
of the Commissioners at that time. From what I 
heard, the explanation of that £300 is that the Com- 
missioners got into debt sometime before, and there 

2 X 
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Casiiel. were some pressing demands upon them, and there was 
Oct. 17, 1876. a surplus of money lying in this fund. Sir Patrick 
Mr John Heffernan was treasurer of the Loan Fund Board, and 
Mullins. chairman of the Commissioners, and by some arrange- 

ment it was agreed to withdraw £300 from the Loan 
Fund Board, and transfer it to the Commissioners. 
Immediately upon that being done the inspector of the 
Loan Fund Board found that they were this £300 
behind, and he recommended them to call upon the 
Commissioners to pay in that £300 at once. 

396. Was there any sum of £300 paid to them that 
you know of besides this 1 — No, there was not. 

397. With regard to this Lying-in Hospital, how was 
it that the Commissioners never kept it up, but let it 
to Mr. Delahunt 1 — Perhaps the best way to explain 
that would be this. The Commissioners hi 1853 leased 
the entire concern to the then parish priest, to be. used 
exclusively for a parish school. An order was made to 
lease the house, previously known as the parish school 
and yard, and the order was placed on the books to make 
this lease, and the then parish priest used this school 
as a National school, at the rent of Is. a year. This 
house being on the premises, the Lying-in Hospital 
was not used by the public, aud the parish priest took 
it as a dwelling-house for the National school teacher. 
In 1856 the people of the town were anxious to estab- 
lish a classical school, and they applied to the then 
parish priest, who was the late Archbishop Leahy, to 
give them a lease of this house to establish a scientific 
and classical school. This continued up to within two 
years ago, when the classical teacher died, aucl there 
was no classical teacher could be got to take his place, 
and the Commissioners had the house then upon then- 
hands. The young men applied for it to have it as a 
hand-room or reading-room, but they felt bound 
if a classical teacher could be got to come into the 
town to give it to him. These young men applied to 
the Commissioners, and offered £6 a year for it. It 
is not in the hands of the Commissioners, hut in the 
hands of the archbishop, and the Commissioners have 
no power over it for the time being, as it should be 
given to the classical teacher, should one come into the 
town. 

398. First of all, what authoritv was there to let it 
to the parish priest for Is. a year ?— I do not know 
that myself— perhaps the minutes of the Commissioners 
will show you. 

399. Did the parish priest surrender that old lease ? 
— The lease was never made, but an order was put 
upon the Commissioners’ hooks that the parish priest 
was entitled to go in and claim it. 

400. But he did not do that 1 — He did. 

401. What is the house worth? — I do not know 
"what it is worth — it is used as a Christian Brothers’ 
school. 

402. Are they allowed to have it now without pavin" 
any rent ? — Yes ; for the use of the children, and the 
Commissioners felt that they could scarcely turn the 
house to better account than to give it to them. They 
gave another house in Edgar’s land for the same pur- 
pose to the National Board. 

403. But all they have power to do is to give £200 
a year to two schools ? — I am perfectly aware of that, 
hut this was not done by the Commissioners themselves 
as it was the wish of the inhabitants that it should be 
done. 

404. Ever since 1869 you have been giving £50 to ' 
the Christian Brothers ?— At the time the scheme was 
adopted the Commissioners were only after recovering 
£600 or £7 00 a year. 

405. They got £6,000 mesne rates 1 — They got £600 
a year. 

406. They got all these lands — 2,508 statute acres 1 
—This land was recovered from the Pennefatliers, and 
those schools were established on the strength of the 
incomes that would he derived annually from that 
property. Subsequently to that the Commissioners 
became active, and they got an additional sum annually 
from the Prices. The Prices held some property from 


the town, and the Commissioners instituted proceed- 
ings against them, and the Prices compromised the 
matter by accepting a renewal of the lease theu 
nearly expired. This was additional property to what 
was first recovered. In the year 1856 or 1857 the 
people of the town began to be dissatisfied with the 
arrangements regarding their schools, and they called 
upon the Commissioners to induce a branch of the 
Christian Brothers to come here. The first thin-' 
they did was to give £50 out of this additional pro 
perty, which was not embraced in the scheme at all. 
The Commissioners felt they could not turn that 
money to better account than to the education of the 
poor people. The schools were not established until 
1 SG9, aud when they were established the Commis- 
sioners felt themselves bound to continue this £50. I 
am not going to pronounce any opinion as to the 
legality of that. 

407. I want to ask you about this property you 
got from the Pennefathers. it now produces £633 
18s. 6 id. a year ; at the timo the Pennefathers had it 
they received the same as Bolton had let it for, which 
was about £1,500; and wheu Peimefather’s lease 
was broken, he was obliged to give it up, and pay 
£6,000 for mesne rates. What I want to ask you is, 
how the property which was then valued for £1,500 
a year has dwindled down to £633 a year ?— The only 
answer that I can give you is derived, not from actual 
experience, but from documentary evidence. When 
the Commissioners got this property from the Penne- 
fatliers, they had some difficulty in getting the tenants 
to attorn to the Commissioners, and the matter was laid 
before the late Baron Greene, and two valuatoi-s were 
appointed, one by the tenantry and the other by the 
Commissioners ; and these two valuators submitted 
the valuation to the Commissioner's, which was 
accepted, and upon that valuation they made an order 
to lease the land for thirty-one years at the valuation 
returned to them by these two valuators. 

408. But they do not seem to have demanded leases 1 
— There was a resolution put upon the books that at 
an .V time within the thirty-one years, which is now 
expired, the tenantry could come in and get leases, 
paying 10 per cent, over the rent. That was submitted 
to the tenantry, and they refused to accept it. 

Mr. Exham (to Mr. Corby). — I shall be very glad 
indeed if you will furnish me with any opinion of the 
lute Baron Greene’s upon this matter, and also any 
document with reference to the appointment of these 
valuators. 

409. Mr. Exham (to Mr. IfvUins ). — Does it not 
appear strange to you that lands for which Mr. Bolton 
oflered £17,000, and out of which he was receiving 
£1,500 a year, are now only producing£633 ; that the 
interests in portions of these lands have been sold — 
68 acres for £650, four and a half acres for £200, and 
four and three quarter acres for £150? — Witness — It 
would appear strange, but the present Commissioners- 
felt themselves bound by the order on the books until 
now. 

410. What other corporate property is there besides 
the 2,508 acres ? — (Rental produced in a book.) 

411. Have you not got a room which is used by the 
Commissioners ? — There is what we call the town hall 
in the main street. The ground floor is used as a 
butter weigh-house and market-house. The second 
floor is divided into two compartments — one is the 
town hall and the other a small room used by the 
Commissioners for their monthly meetings, and at 
other times it is used as a reading room by the towns- 
people. 

41 2. Is there any rent paid for it, and is gas supplied 
to it gratis ?-r-There is no gas at all. There was gas, but 
it was used for public pm-poses. The people using the 
gas had to pay the Gas Company, or the Commissioners 
paid for it. The members of the newsroom used to 
pay for the gas. The Commissioners used it as a room, 
and the townspeople used it as a newsroom. There 
is no rent paid for the use of it as a newsroom. 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 


Mr. Haxly recalled. 


413. Mr. Exham. — Give me the valuation by Griffith 
of the entire lots on No. 1 rental 1 — About £1,091. 

414. No. 2 on the rental — Hickey’s loti — On the 
whole property of the Corporation there is a tithe-rent- 
charge of £146 4s. 10* There is no quit-rent or crown- 
rent. 

415. What is the rental of Hickey’s loti — £80 
2s. 3d. for 125 acres, Irish. There is only one lease 
upon that. Griffith’s valuation is £11 9 3s. 

416. When was that lease made? — In 1854. 

417. Of how much 1 — About twenty acres to Thomas 
Carew, at 10s. per acre. 

418. And the rest is all let to yearly tenants ? — 
Yes. 

419. Do you know have any tenants been disposing 
of their interest, and got tines ? — I do not know that 
they have been. 

420. No. 3 on the rental 1 — That consists of land 
lots in the town and house property. Part of that is 
Mr. Jordan’s. There are 342 acres altogether, and the 
rent is £328 17s. 8 cl. Griffith’s valuation is £480 6s. 
Some of the late Mr. Pennefatlier’s leases exist in the 
place. Some of them have six or seven years to ran, 
and some of them about eighteen or twenty. 

421. How much of it is leased ? — I think there axe 
three or four leases in this place. 

422. What amount of acreage is upon that? What 
quantity of it is under lease ? — I think about 230 or 
'240 acres. 

423. Are the rest yearly tenancies ? — Yes. 

424. No. 4 on the rental ? — That is all principally 
small lots on the commons. The annual rent is 
£205 5s. 2d., and Griffith’s valuation £244 ; there are 
252 acres, Irish. 

425. How many leases upon this? — There is only 
one lease which belongs to Mr. Price of 110 acres, 
Irish, which will be out in two years, at the rent of 9s. 
per acre. 


426. No. 5 on the rental? — £7 15s. a year for 
shambles. 

427. No. 6 on the rental ? — Those are small lots let 
to tenants on the green. The rent is about £23 1 7s. 10 d. 
They are let for 4s. 6d. and 5s. a house. The rent in 
Friar-street, No. 7 on rental, is about £48 10s. 5 d. ; 
it is let to weekly tenants at Is. 6d. and 2s. a week. 

428. Is that all ? — Yes. 

429. Does the entire of that make up £1,224 
mentioned in this book? — The rental altogether is 
£1,328 Is. 

430. There are “Agency fees.” Do you receive the 
whole ? — I receive the whole. I am allowed by the 
auditor, and I send in my bill regularly, Is. in the 
pound on gas rents, sale of coke, and everything. 

431. Do you receive all these rents yourself? — Yes. 

432. Have you given any bond to the Commis- 
sioners? — Yes. 

433. Are the sureties alive ? — Yes. 

434. What is the amount of the bond ? — Two sure- 
ties in £250 each. 

435. Who is your treasurer ? — The National Bank. 

436. Have you got the bank-book here? — Yes (bank- 
book produced.) 

437. How often do you make your lodgments? — As 
often as I can get it. 

438. Do you account for it weekly ? — Sometimes I 
pay in the rents in March and September. I lodge most 
of the money between September and October. 

439. Is there anyone who checks over your account 
weekly ? — It ought to be checked by the town clex-k, 
and the cheques of my lodgments produced. The only 
check is the bank-book. 

440. How much money do you have in your hands 
at a time? — Very seldom £100. After paying the 
rents it is seldom £100. The March i-ent is supposed 
to be paid in September, and it is paid in a few days 
after it — sometimes in October. 


Dr. Michael P. Cormack examined. 


441. Mr. Exham. — You are the consulting sanitary 
officer of the rural sanitary authority ? — Yes. 

442. The Commissioners state that before the Act 
ot 1874 they used to lime and whitewash, and disinfect 
the houses of poor people, and attend to the sanitary 
arx-angements of the town, butthat since 1 S74 nothing of 
the kind has been done ? — I cannot say so. I think 
for the last thirty-five years the condition of the sani- 
tary district was good. There is little disease in it — 
no epidemic nor contagious disease in the town ; there 
is not a single case of fever in the town ; and this is, I 
believe, owing to the working of the Sanitary Act. I 
go through the country, and the sanitary arrangements 
are improving. There are piggeries supplied now. I 
have made 146 reports, and in every case in which I. 
have complained of nuisances I have found them abated. 

443. The street inspector of the Commissioners has 
told me that there are about fifty houses in which 
people have pigs and asses in the rooms with them- 
selves ? — I cannot believe that It could not exist with- 
out my knowledge. 


Dr. Michael 
P. Cormack. 

444. Strictly speaking it would not be your business 
to look after these things, but that of the rural sani- 
tary authority — the guardians. Surely they should 
have some inspector going round to see after these 
things? — The sub-sanitaxy officer is the relieving officer*, 
and he does that. 

445. That is, he is supposed to do it? — I do not 
leave it to him ; where I hear or suspect that nuisances 
exist I go and inspect the place myself, and make my 
reports upon them. 

446. Did you examine the two houses at the right 
hand side of the road as you come into the town, which 
were lately burned ? — I was in them before they were 
burned. 

447. Did yon go in there since ? — I do not think I 
did. 

448. Was the water used in the town ever analysed ? ' 

— I do not recollect. 

449. Mr. Dennis J. Scully , T.C., said that a consider- 
able portion of the town was insufficiently supplied 
with water. 


Mr. Patrick Burke examined. 


450. Mr. Burke stated that the young men of Cashel 
were always of opinion that a Mechanics’ Institution 
should be supplied by the Commissioners, and they 
ought to have got under the scheme, £240 for the 
erection of a Mechanics’ Institution and Temperance 
Hall. They applied for the Lying-in Hospital in 
cider to establish a Temperance Hall, and had laid out 
a good deal of money in repairing it, but they were 
ejected from it to make way for the classical teacher. 
He did not think the parish priest had anything to do 
with it. 


451. Mi\ Exham. — How much did you expend on 
the hall ? — "We expended £1 3s. for materials, but a 
good number of the members were tradesmen, and 
they worked at the place. They gave their time and 
labour for nothing. 

452. What woxxld you say the outlay was woi-tlx ? — 
£5 or £6. Thex-e was not a lock nor hinge in the 
place, nor a pane of glass in the windows. It was 
lying idle for a long time ; it was almost a wreck 
when we got it. 

453. Then they took it from you ? — They did. 

2X2 


Mr. Patrick 
Burke. 
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Oashei.. 454. Did you offer rent to them for it? — No; it 
Oct. 17, 1876. W as a temperance society had it ; hut the mechanics 
Mr Patrick applied for it afterwards, and offered rent for it, but 
Burke. they were refused it. Twenty-five shopkeepers signed 

a paper saying they did not agree with the Commis- 
sioners in refusing to give it. 

455. Who has it now? — This classical teacher. 
There are seven children in it, three or four of whom 
belong to the borough. We consider it was unjust to 
deprive thirty young men of the town of it. 

456. Did they give you any reason for not ex- 
pending the £240 in endowing the mechanics’ insti- 
tution? — No; in 1858 they expended £9 on the 
house. 

457. Where did the balance go — the .£231 ? — I do 
not know. 

45S. Mr. Corby. — In 1857 the mechanics applied for 
the house, and the Commissioners gave it to them. 

459. Have they the house still? — No. 

460. Mr. Burke. — There are fifty members of the 
mechanics’ institution, and we have no place to meet. 
This classical school is really not in existence at all. 
There are two rooms in the town hall. The news- 
room is a small room, and there is a man named 
Patrick Dwyer paid .£7 a year for taking care of it, 
and the room is supplied with coals, and there is only 
one or two people in the town allowed into it except 
the Commissioners. I was asked to appear here on 
behalf of the people of the town, and state these 
matters to you. 

461. Mr. Exham (to Mr. Corby). — Is this news- 
room supplied with coals by the Commissioners? — 
It is. 

462. Mr. Mullins. — With reference to this supply 
of coals — there were two tons of coal ordered for the 
purpose of airing these rooms ; there might have been 
moi'e than that used, but the members of the news- 
room supplemented that out of their own pockets. 
£3 a year is paid by the members of the newsroom, 
and £3 by the Commissioners. 

463. Mr. Burke. — There are two men there. 
Corcoran, the inspector, has charge of the large room, 
and a man named Dwyer charge of the small room. 

464. Dr. Laffan, one of the Commissioners, said that 
the middle classes of the town were entitled to have 
a school for their children, and that it was not intended 


that the entire funds mentioned in the scheme should 
be expended in supplying schools for the poorer classes 
and that the middle classes should be left without anv 
school. They were not numerous enough to support a 
school such as they desired to have, and lie thought 
that they should bo assisted out of the funds in the 
hands of the Commissioners. 

465. Mr. Burke said that there was one small portion 
of land (about 3|- acres) which the nuns had got. 

466. Mr. Exham. — How long is that ago?— Mr. 
Burke— A couple of years ago ; the nuns were acknow- 
ledged as the tenants. 

467. Mr. Mullins. — I think I will be able to explain 
how that occurred. There is a rule on the Commis- 
sioners’ books against sub-letting. When this piece of 
land was brought into the market, there were two 
offers for it, and seeing that the nuns should be recog- 
nized by the Commissioners, auu that the other party 
could not, it was given to the nuns. 

468. John Minihan said that Corcoran, the town 
inspector, had two men who were employed and paid 
by the Commissioners for breaking stones, privately 
engaged on his (Corcoran’s) own business. 

469. Corcoran was called and denied this statement, 
and said that the men worked for him, and that he paid 
them. 

470. Mr. Exham. — Were they allowed sustenance 
money by the Commissioners ? — They were. 

471. Did they draw it while they worked for you ? 
— One man did. 

472. Mr. Corby referred to the pay sheets, and said 
that liis attention had been called to that fact bv 
Minihan, that these men were receiving subsistence pay 
during the time they worked for Corcoran ; but he did 
not know of their employment by Corcoran until his 
attention was called to it by Minihan. 

473. Mr. Exham (to Mr. Corby). — Have you any 
fire-engine ? — Yes. 

474. And hose? — Yes. 

475. Are they in good order ? — They are. 

47 6. How many watchmen have you ? — We have a 
man for the day and another for night. We are very 
quiet here. 

477. Dr. Coyle. — We would require two watchmen 
here. 

Adjourned. 


Sec. 29, 1S76 

Mr. Cornelias 
Hanly. 


December 29, 1876. 

Mr. Cornelius Hanly re-examined. 


478. Mr. Exham. — How much of the 2,508a. 3r. 3p. 
statute in Pexmefather’s lease is leased by the Town 
Commissioners 1 — About 500 or 600 acres. 

479. I want to get the particulars of every lease, 
its date, acreable contents, and terms ; what remains 
behind will be the tenancies from year to year? — 
Witness reads : — Representatives of Michael Hanly, 
4th September, 1854 — there are three different leases 
of the same date : first, 30a. 3r. (Irish), rent, £11 17s., 
term, thirty-one years; second, 7a. 1r. 2p. (Irish), rent, 
£2 8s. Id., term, thirty -one years ; Griffith’s valuation 
of the two is £27 ; those two are on Lawlor’s lot ; 
third (on Owen and Biggs’ lot), 9a. 1r. 20p. (Irish), 
rent, £15 19s. lie/., term, thirty-one years; Griffith’s 
valuation is £15. 

480. Who is the lessee in these three leases? — 
Mathew Hanly. 

4S1. Do the lands adjoin one another? — No ; they 
are three miles apart. 

482. Lawlor’s lot No. 2 adjoins Owen and Biggs’ 
lot No. 1 ?— Yes. 

483. Are the lots on Lawlor’s lot as good as the 
other lands ? — No, they are not. 

484. What is the acreable difference between them ? 
— About Od. an acre. 

485. Is the land on Owen and Biggs better or 
worse l- 1 — Better. 


486. How much per acre? — Something about £1 ; 
it is paying 30s. an acre more. 

487. Was Mr. Mathew Hanly a member of the 
Town Commissioners at that time? — I could not 
state — I do not know. 

488. Mr. Corby. — He was a commissioner. 

489. Was he the chairman at the time? — No. 

490. Is there any resolution, and if so, give me the 
date of it, directing the leases to be made to him. I 
should like also if there is any advertisement or reso- 
lution in reference to the putting up of this land to 
public competition to see it also. 

491. Mr. Corby (reads) — 

“ 9th January, 1854 — moved by Mr. Dunne, seconded by Mr. 
John Hanly, resolved that a lease or leases be executed to Mr. 
Mathew Hanly, of part of Owen and Biggs’ lot, at the yearly rent 
of £15 19s. lid., and of part of Lawlor’s lot, at the yearly rent of 
£2 Ss. 7d., and of part of Carron, at the yearly rent of £11 H*- 
for thirty-one years, from the 29th September last.” 

492. Mr. Exham. — Can you tell me from the minute 
book if Mr. Mathew Hanly the lessee was present at 
that meeting ? — -He was. 

493. Was he a relative of Mr. John Hanly, who 
seconded the resolution? — There was no relationship 
between them. 
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494. "Was there any public tender, advertisement, 
or notice given of these lots being about to be let 1 — No, 
there is not any record of it on the books. 

495. Mr. Hanly (witness.) — These lands were ori- 
"iually let to a person named Moloney, and my father 
bought them from Moloney. There was a lease made 
to Moloney by the Pennefatkers at 1 2s. or 1 3s. per acre. 

496. How much did your father give to Moloney 
for his interest in them! — About £150 for the lots 
Nos. 1 and 2. 

497. Were new leases then made to him ? — Yes. 

498. If that is so the new leases were made at a re- 
duction ? — All the property was given by the Commis- 
sioners when they got it to the whole of the tenants 
at a reduction of rent. It was made before my father 
took the farms. 

499. What is the present letting value of Nos. 1 
and 2 to a fair tenant l — That is an unfair question to 
ask me, because I must tell you I may have an in- 
terest in the question you are asking me. I would 
not like to put a valuation on those farms. If they 
were any other person's I might do so. 

500. I presume as the agent for the property you 
know the value of the land ? — I don’t wish to answer that. 

501. Had your father held part of Owen and Biggs’ 
lot 1 — There was a part of it which he purchased from 
Dr. Wood for £18 or £20 ; the other part was in the 
family for 100 years. 

502. What rent was given for it ? — He gave 30s. an 
acre for it ; at that time it was paying 30s., and he 
gave £1S or £20 for it. 

503. How much of the 9a. Ir. 20p. did he give the 
£20 for ? — Something about five acres. 

504. The next is Mrs. Dolan’s farm on Lalor’s lot 
No. 2 ? — Lease dated 2nd December, 1S62 ; contents, 
68a. 2r. 3p., Irish ; rent, £24 13s. 10c?. ; term, thirty- 
one years ; Griffith’s valuation, £47 5s. 


505. That is the lot I have already heard of. She Cashel. 
gave £650 for it? — I am not sure what it was. Dec, so, ism. 

500. Who had the interest in that 1 — Daniel Jtr Cornelius 
Phelan. Ifanly. 

507. Was he a Town Commissioner ? — He was not; 
he resided on the farm, he paid the same rent that 
Mi-s. Dolan is paying at present. 

508. Was he a yearly tenant 1 — Yes, I think he was. 

509. To Mr. Corby. — Can you give me the resolu- 
tion of the Town Commissioners authorizing the lease 
of the 2nd December, 1S62, to be made to Mrs. Dolan? 

Mr. Corby (reads) — 

“4th March, 1861. Notice of motion was given, and on 1st 
April, 186.1, it was proposed liy Mr. William Phelan, seconded by 
Mr. Lvttle, and resolved — •* That a lease for tliirty-one years he made 
to Mrs. Dolan of.saiil land, at the yearly rent of £24 13s. 1IM., being 
the present rent.’ An amendment was moved by Mr. Corby, anil 
seconded by Mr. John J. Healy, ‘that a lease be executed only for 
an unexpired term of fourteen years, to which the late tenant, Daniel 
Phelan, was entitled, and upon the same terms upon which he held 
it on a division the amendment was negatived by 9 to 3.” 

510. Mr. Exham (to Mr. Hanly). — You should have 
no objection to tell me what was the acreable value of 
this lot at the time the lease was made from your former 
answer, as it belongs to another. 

511. Mr. Hanly. — I don’t choose to give an opinion 
upon it. 

512. £47 5s. a year is Griffith’s valuation, and we 
all know that is generally one third under the letting 
value. I ask you, in your opinion as agent, what 
would a fair tenant have given for it? — It would be a 
queer thing to put up the rent after a person spending 
£800 or £900 on it ; hut I would say, if you put it up 
in its original state, it was worth 10s. or 12s. an acre. 

513. Do you know who this Mrs. Dolau was? — Yes; 
she was the widow of a merchant in this town. 

514. Had her husband been a member of the Town 
Commissioners ? — He had been. 


Mr. Corby 


515. Mr. Exham. — Do you know was she related to 
any of the then Town Commissioners ? — No, she was 
not ; these lands were Daniel Phelan’s ; he had not 
got a lease, but there was an order made in 1844 that 
leases should be given to the tenants for thirty-one 
years, and he sold his interest to Mrs. Dolan. 

516. Was that publicly known ? — It was. 

517. Was Phelan, who proposed that resolution, a 
relative of the original lessee ? — No, he was not. 

518. Were you present when it was discussed ? — I 


re-examined. 

519. Was it a notorious fact then that Mrs. Dolan 
had given this large stun of money for this lease ? — 
Yes ; and there was a notice of motion given at a pre- 
vious meeting to grant her the lease. 

520. Was it known at the time that Mr. Mathew 
Hanly had bought the tenant’s interest in the lands 
afterwards leased to him, and given large sums of 
money therefor ? — I was not there then. 

521. Do you know how much was mentioned as 
given by Mrs. Dolan for the land ? — I believe it was 
over £600. 


Mr. Corby. 


Mr. Hanly 

522. To Mr. Hanly. — The next lease is of what I 
shall call lot No. 5. It is that to Thomas Carew, on 
Lalor’s lot. What is that? — The lease is the 2nd of 
J uly, 1852, and contains fifty-eight acres and thirty- 
nine perches, Irish — rent, £23 13s. 9c?. — term, thirty- 
one years. Griffith’s valuation, £38. 

523. Had Thomas Carew been the original tenant? 
— I am not sure about that — I do not know. My 
opinion is, that he got that farm from his first cousin, 
a person of the name of Ryan. 

524. Had you any rental settled in 1844, or any 
time subsequently, or did you make one out yourself ? 
— A rental was given to me about three or four years 
ago, and that is the first rental I ever saw, and I con- 
tinued it since ; I beg pardon, it is not the first rental 
I ever saw, for here is a rental of thirty or forty 
years ago (book produced). 

525. But this goes hack only as far as the year 1854? 
— There is another before that. 

526. Is this the first rental that you know of ? — 
Yes ; that is the first rental the Commissioners had 
that I can find. The old corporation was dissolved in 
the year 1840. (Mr. Corby produced in a book what 
purported to be a rental from the 25th March, 1844, 
to the 25th March, 1845, but not for any subsequent 
year u ntil the one of 1854 mentioned above.) 


re-examined. 

527. By that book the whole of the rental and 
rentekarge on Pennefatker’s lot is £647 17* If?., so 
that some time before March, 1S44, the rent must 
have been reduced from the £1,550 payable in Bolton’s 
and Pennefatker’s time to £647 17s. Id. with rent- 
charge. Is that the first trace you can find of it? — 
Yes. 

528. I see from the minutes of April, 1844, that a 
lease was offered to Richard Woods of his lot. Did 
he get that lease ? — No. 

529. Why so? — He alleges he holds this still under 
the Pennefatkers for ninety-nine years — a long term 
that is still unexpired. It contains in all over seventy- 
nine Irish acres, and is divided into two lots ; one of 
these is sixty-one acres, for which he is paying £26, 
while Griffith’s valuation is £43 10s. ; the second lot 
consists of eighteen and a half acres, for which he pays 
£15 19s. 2c?., and Griffith’s valuation is £15 10s. 

530. Was Richard Woods one of the Town Com- 
missioners ? — Yes. 

531. At the time that resolution was passed, offering 
him the lease ? — Yes ; but he never accepted it. 

532. (Referring to minutes.) On the same day Mr. 
Dolan proposed that a lease be executed to Mr. Carew 
(he being then present), of a part of Lalor’s lot, at 
9s. 2c?. per acre, and on the same day Mr. Kearney 


Mr, Hanly. 
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Cashel. moved that a lease be executed to Mr. Dolan of lands, 
Dec. 29 , 1370. that portion of Owen and Biggs’ lot that your father 
Mr HaliTv afterwards held. Compared with Woods’ lot, what 
was the value of it ? — There was portion of it better, 
and a good deal of it a good deal worse than my 
father’s. 

533. Taking it all in all, what was the difference? — 
I should say my father’s, at that time, would be 10s. 
an acre better than Woods’. 

531. Then, on the same day, your father gave notice 
of motion that he would offer £1 10s. an acre for 
portion of Owen and Biggs’ lot then in his posses- 
sion — five acres 1 — That appears to be so. 

535. The Charter House School lands, twenty-two 
acres — was that let to Michael Dolan (now Mrs. 
Dolan) ? — Yes. 

53G. What was the date of that lease ? — The lease 
is out presently. 

537. The lease is directed to be made on the 1st of 
May, 1842, and therefore it was out in 1S73 ? — It was 
not out until this year, because they did not make the 
lease for some years afterwards. 

538. Has that been relet 1 — No, Mrs. Dolan is in 
possession still ; the lease was made in 1844. 

539. Has she been allowed to hold it ever since? — 
Yes ; the rent is about £10 higher than the valuation ; 
the valuation is £45, and the rent £55. 

540. Do you think Griffith’s valuation is excessively 
high with regard to that ? — I don’t think any such 
thing ; I think she is paying the full value. 

541. Bor the twenty-two acres? — Yes. 

542. And Griffith’s valuation you think tolerably 
fair, being £10 under the rent ? — Yes. 

543. But where the valuation is ever so much 
higher than the rent you think Griffith’s valuation is 
too high and that the rent is right? — I think Griffith 
is liable to mistakes in his valuation as well as any 
other individual. 

544. I see the same day a lease was to be made to 
Thomas Carew, then one of the Town Commissioners, 
from September, 1843, and the lease was never 
granted until July, 1S52, when an additional farm 
was given to him. What do you say of Griffith’s 
valuation as compared with the rent that Mr. Thomas 
Carew is paying ? — Griffith’s valuation is in excess of 
the rent there. 

545. How much in excess would you say? — I could 
not say. 

546. Has Griffith put down half as much more ? 
—Yes, about that; it is a poor tillage farm. 

54/ . Mr. Thomas Carew in 1844, is ordered a lease 
of 1 1a. 2r., 14p. and 30a. Ir., at a rent of £39 0s. 10c/. 
Gi'iffith s valuation is £38. He origiixally paid 
£39 0s. lOd. for only 41a. 3r. 14i>., but a new lease 
was made to him on the 2nd July, 1852, of fifty-eight 
acres and thirty-nine perches at a rent of £23 13s. 9c/. 
for thirty-one years. Can you tell me anything about 
that ?— I know nothing about it, but I say the adjoining 
land is a great deal better. 

548. Can you tell me why he got in 1852 for 
£23 13s. 9c/., more land than he waspaying£39 0s. 10c/. 
for before that? — I don’t know. 

549. I see here again that in 1855, Thomas Carew 
held part of Lalor’s lot, 14a. 2r. 36p. 1— Yes ; he has 
two lots of ground on Lalor’s lot, one of 5Sa. 39p. and 
another of 14a. 2r. 36p. I beg pardon. There must 
he two persons of the same name on Lalor’s lot ; there 
was another Thomas Carew there. 

550. ^ To Mr. Corby. — Can you give me a resolution 
in 1852, directing a lease to Thomas Carew of 
58a. Or. 39p., at £23 13s. 9c/. a year for thirty-one 
years. Is there any resolution of the Town Commis- 
sioners of that date by which his rent was reduced by 
nearly £16 a year?— I cannot find any resolution 
on the books ordering this lease to Carew. 

551. To Mr. Hardy. — There is a lease to Avery 
Jordan? — Yes, an order was made for a lease to him 


on the 11th of February, 1857, of 161a c ’r 31 p 
T he order is made to grant the lease from the%tW 
March, 1856, at a rent of £101 15s. lb/, for “thirty 
one years. Griffith’s valuation is about £170 He 
held the land under the Penefatbers, but l' don’t 
know at what rent. 

552. At that time Mr. Jordan held 1S6 a Ir 19 P 
of George’s land?— Yes, of George’s land and Lalor’s 
lot; Georges land was only a small portion adjoining 
the Great Green. He gave up about twenty or twentw 
four acres of the Green. 

553. Can you tell me the valuation of the other 

Portion of what he held on the Green i — That is riven 
up to Ryan. 0 

554. What is the rent of Little Green?— That is 
some house property he lias there; he pays 
£120 14s. 10c/. ; he has 6a. 2r. Gp. for which he pays 
£18 18s. lie/., and he has four houses on the Little 
Green ; and Griffith’s valuation of that is £9 Is. He 
was town clerk to the Town Com.missionei- 3 , but he 
never was a Town Commissioner himself. 

555. Lease to Pierce Grace. What is that 7 — That 
was made on the 4th of September, 1854, of 51a. 3r. Ip. 
situate in CaiTon, at 7s. 8 b/. the Irish acre, for thirtv- 
one years. I believe that Grace’s lot was let by coin- 
petition at the time. 

556. How much has he in Attikit? — 22a. 3r. 22p., 

at 6s. 2 b/. the Irish acre, for thirtv-oue years, from 
the same date ; he pays for the two holdings £27 Is. 
and Griffith’s valuation of them is £42. *’ 

557. In that case also do you think that Griffith 
has put nearly double the value on the laud?— It was 
put up to public competition. 

558. Who held it before ? — Elliott held the Carron 
lot. 


559. What sort of land is Attikit? — The worst in 
the coimty. I think it is the worst townland I ever 
saw. 

560. Has Griffith’s valuation been altered ? — I don’t 
think it has. 

561. Was not Griffith’s valuation of this land made 
in very depressed times? — I know this farm was taken 
by competition. 

562. Lease to Thomas Hogan. Give the particulars 
of that ? — That lease was made on the 4th of Septem- 
ber, 1854, of 36a. Or. 30p., at a rent of £15 15s. 2b!., 
for thirty-one years; Griffith’s valuation is £34;' he 
got two acres additional land, ancl his rent is now 
£17 18s. lid. 

563. In that case Griffith’s valuation is double the 
rent of the land ? — Very near. 

564. Do you think it right that that man should be 
paying rates on a valuation of £34, if the land is not 
worth it? — The original lease made by the Penue- 
fathers of that land was at 12s. and 13s. an acre. 

565* Lease to Denis Hogan. What about that ? — 
That lease was made on the 4th September, 1854, of 
36a. Ir. 21p., at the rent of £16 13s. 3d., for thirty- 
one years. Griffith’s valuation is £34 5s. 

566. Have you any difficulty in getting the rents in 
these cases ? — Indeed I have. I had to threaten eject- 
ments against them. 

567. Lease to Thomas Carew. What is the date of 
that? — The 4th of September, 1854, of 20a. Ir. 12p., 
at a rent of £10, for thirty-one years. Griffith’s valua- 
tion is £7 4s. 

568. What is the date of the last lease ? — 5th Sep- 
tember - , 1854. I don’t think there are any more 
leases made of the land. I think Mrs. Dolan’s was the 
last lease, except one to D. Coyle, of a piece of ground 
adjoining his house. He built a house on it, and a 
building lease was made to him of seventy-five years. 

569. I find with regard to Grace’s lot that there is a 
resolution of the Commissioners of the7th of July, 1850 
(Mr. Grace, a Commissioner himself being present), 
and it appears there were proposals made by four 
persons for the lands that were afterwards leased to 
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Mi - . P. Grace, but I Lave not the proposals and the 
resolution is to the effect, that the lease be executed 
to Mr. Grace, from 29tli of September, 1S50, for 
thirty-one yeai - s ; but I iiud the lease was not executed 
until 1S54. "Why did Grace get it, and why was the 
lease not made until 1S54? — I can’t tell. 

570. Do you know the portion of the commons that 
was owned by a man named John Sturdy ? — Yes. 

571. How many acres did he hold ? — Seven or eight 
acres. 

572. Was he a yearly tenant ? — Yes. 

573. Was he the original tenant! — Yes. 

574. What rent did he pay 1 — I suppose he paid the 
same rent as the present man, Kearney. 

575. How many acres did he hold? — I think about 
eight acres. I see in 1S54 he held five acres and 
thirty-three perches, at a rent of £5 13s. 

576. Do you know whether he sold that to a man 
named Kearney ? — Yes. 

577. Is it or is not a fact that Kearney gave him 
£150 for his interest ? — I heard he gave £100. I don’t 
know what he paid for it ; Sturdy is dead j Griffith’s 
valuation is £6 15s. 

5 78. How long is it since Kearney gave that sum 
of money for it ? — I suppose four or five years. 

579. Do you recollect me reading out a resolution 
to you that there was to be no sub-letting, and that 
assignees would not be recognised? — Yes. 

580. Was Kearney accepted as a tenant? — Yes. 

5S1. Was it known to the Commissioners that 

Kearney had bought that man’s interest in this ground? 
— I suppose it must have been. 

582. Do you know as a matter of fact, that Kearney 
let that at £9 an acre, for the two following years 
after he got it ? — I could not tell. That would he l'or 
potatoes, but that would not give the relative value of 
the land. 

583. What is this Kearney ? — A labouring man. 

584. Upon what part of the commons did Sturdy 
hold tins land '? — Owen and Biggs’ lot. 

5S5. Was it better or worse land than the other 
land upon that lot ? — It is all the same, except some 
bottom land. 

586. Owen and Bigg’s lot contains 143 a. 0e. 27p. 
statute measure. Do you say it is nearly all of the 
same value except this bottom laud ? How much of it 
is bottom land ? — About forty acres. 

587. And the rest is about of au equal quality ? — 
Oh, there is a difference. 

588. Was Sturdy’s lot as good as the rest of it 1 — I 
think it was. 

589. I find this resolution on the books, 1st Feb- 
ruary, 1847 — “That no tenants on the Commons of 
Cashel, under the Commissioner’s, be allowed to assign 
or sub-let their- holdings to any person without the 
consent of the Commissioners.” Do you know how 
much a man of the name of Shea held? — 1 a. 1b. 12p. 
Irish, on Lalor’s lot, at 7s. 2^d. an acre. His rent is 
9s. 6 d. 

590. What is Griffith’s valuation ? — £1 10s ; Shea 
gave that up three or fortr years ago. 

591. I understand that a person named Purcell 
occupies that now? — Yes. 

592. Did yort ever hear what he gave for it 1 — I 
don’t think I did. 

593. It is stated to me he gave £50 for it 1 — I don’t 
know. He might have given that ; he is living in the 
town at present. 

594. What has become of Shea ? — He is gone to 
America. 

595. The rent you get for that altogether is 9s. 6 <?., 
and Griffith’s valuation is £1 10s. What do you say 
a fair tenant would give for it ? — That little hit of 
land is greatly improved. 

596. Did you hear that Purcell purchased the inte- 
rest of Shea ? — I heard that. 

597. Did you hear what he paid for it ? — No, I did 
not. 


59S. Is Purcell in the same class of life as Kearney ? 
— No, he is a dealing man. 

509. Do you recollect that land when Shea gave it 
up ? — I do. 

600. What would you say was the letting value of 
it? — I cannot tell. It might be worth 15s. an acre, 
with the improvements. 

001. I ask you wliat, in your opinion, was the fair 
letting value of that ground when Purcell bought it ? 
If you don’t wish to give me an answer say so ? — I 
would rather not give my opinion. 

602. You don't like to give an opinion of what 
Shea’s land was worth f — Yes ; my opinion is that it 
is according to a man’s pocket. If a man has £500 or 
£600 he will give it for a piece of land that is pro- 
bably not worth £100. 

603. Do you know a person of the name of Patrick 
Kennedy 1— Yes. 

604. How many acres does he hold ? — About five 
Irish acres, at 6s. 2-Jc7. an aci - e. 

605. How long is he there '? — lie had part of it pur- 
chased before my time, and he is not recognised as a 
tenant for the first part by the Commissioners. I 
don’t know who he purchased the first part of it from ; 
he pays 11s. 7 d. an acre for the Widow Malony’s lot, 
and lie holds John Morrissy’s, and pays £1 15s. 2 d. 
for it. 

606. Do you know why the Commissioners refused 
to take him up as tenant for the one lot ? Who holds 
it ? — Kennedy holds it in his possession, but they took 
him in at Morrissy’s rent, £1 15s. 2d . ; Griffith’s 
valuation of that lot is £3. 

607. What has become of Morrissy ? — I don’t know ; 
I heard he went to America. 

608. Did you hear that he bought Morrissy’s in- 
terest in it 1 — -I did. 

609. Did you hear what he gave for it ? — No. 

610. Did you hear he gave £75 for it ? — I could not 
tell what he gave, as I never heard it. 

611. Who is Kennedy? — A provision dealer in the 
town. 

612. Has he any other lots 1 — He has a lot of his 
own held by himself. 

613. Could you tell me any other lot he purchased 
that your Commissioners recognised liim in ? — Yes ; 
Morrissy’s lot, and the Widow Moloney’s lot at 1 Is. 'id . ; 
they recognised him on that. 

614. Did you hear whether he purchased that from 
the widow 1—1 don’t know ; I never made inquiries. 

615. Was there any tenant of the name of Robert 
Taylor ? — Yes. 

616. How much does he hold? — Twelve acres at 
10s. 

017. On what lot ? — On No. 4 rental. 

618. What is the valuation ? — The present occupant 
is paying £8 11s., and the valuation is £11 10s. 

619. Who holds it now? — Michael O’Sullivan ; he 
is a Town Commissioner. 

620. Did you hear what he paid for it ? — I never 
heard ; I heard he bought it all. 

621. When did you hear that ? — Some eight or nine 
years ago. 

622. Do you mean to say you never heard what he 
gave for it ? — I did not. 

623. Do you mean to say you never heard he gave 
£100 for it ? — I might have heard it, but I don’t re- 
member ; he might have given £200 for all I know. 

624. Mr. Exham. — I find here on the books a reso- 
lution of the 7th of March, 1860, to the effect that any 
tenant parting with a portion of his land without the 
consent of the Commissioners, be ejected. Do you know 
a tenant of the name of Billy Ryan ? — Yes. 

625. Is he gone to America?— Yes. 

626. How many lots did he hold altogether? — 
Several. 

627. Four, I believe ? — I am sure he did. 

628. Did he hold eight and a half Irish acres that 
are now held by Patrick Farrell? — Yes. 


Cashel. 
Dee. 29, 1879. 

Mr. Hanly. 
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629. At what rent? — £5 6s. 5 d. 

630. And what is the valuation? — .£7. 

631. Did you ever hear what Patrick Farrell gave 
hini for that ? — No, I might have heard. 

632. Did you hear he had bought it? — I heard he 
bought it. 

633. Did you hear he gave £200 for it ? — I could 
not exactly state whether that was the sum he gave. 

634. Did you ever hear he gave about £200? — I 
did not. 

635. Or any sum ? — I heard he gave some sum. 

636. Is Patrick Farrell living in the town ? — John 
Farrell is the man that bought it. He is in court. He 
is not recognised by the Commissioners at all ; the 
same name is still down in the rental — “ William 
Ryan " — and he is gone to America these four years. 
I give the receipts “ William Ryan, per John Farrell.” 

637. Now, I ask you, what do you honestly believe 
that eight and a half acres to be worth for which, I am 
informed, he gave £200, subject to the rent of £5 
6s. od., while the valuation is £7 ? — I don’t know what 
it is worth. I gave the receipts the same as my pre- 
decessor gave them. 

638. What do you honestly believe that land to be 
worth? — I decline to give an answer. 

639. When last here you gave me your opinion as 
to the value of land ? — I said I was not competent to 
give an opinion. 

640. Have you been since directed not to give any 
opinion as to the value of the land? — No, I have not. 

641. Had that William Ryan another lot of seven 
Irish acres now held by John Ryan ? — Yes, that is his 
nephew. 

642. What rent did he pay for that? — £4 15a., and 
Griffith’s valuation is £6 5s. 

643. How long is it in the possession of his nephew 
John ? — Since before my time, I think 

644. Did you give the receipt for that land in the 
same terms as in the previous case? — In the very 
same terms. 

645. Did you hear whether William sold the interest 
in that to John? — I am not sure. I am very sure he 
didn’t give it away for nothing. 

646. The rent being but £4 15s., and the valuation 
being £6 5s., do you decline, with regard to that lot, 
to give me your opinion as to its value ? — I think the 
valuation of Griffith is high enough on that land. It 
is a bad part of the land. 

647. Did yon ever hear that John Ryan gave £180 
for the interest in that? — He might have given it. 

648. William Ryan held another - lot that Denis 
Ryan has now. How many acres are in that? — 11 a. 
3k. 35p. Irish, the rent of which is £4 3s. 3d., and the 
valuation, £10 5s. It is a yearly tenancy. 

649. And William Ryan, who has gone to America, 
had that also ? — I could not tell you whether Billy 
Ryan held that at all or not. I see by the book for 
1855 it was in the hands of Denis Ryan; he is the re- 
cognised tenant. I give receipts in his name. 

650. Do you believe that land to be worth more 
than Griffith’s valuation, or do you decline to give an 
opinion ? — Oh, I thi n k Griffith’s valuation is too high., 

651. How much? — That farm of Denis Ryan’s is a 
very wet, had sub-soil. 

652. I ask you, according to your opinion, what is 
its letting value 1— I decline to answer. 

653. He held another farm from John Dwyer ; how 
much is in that? — That farm was divided between 
Michael O’Sullivan, Town Commissioner, and John 
Dwyer. I think there is 8 a. Or. 38p. Irish, in it. 

654. Did you ever hear whether they bought Billy 
Ryan’s interest in that? — I heard they bought his in- 
terest, but I could not tell you what they paid for it. 

655. Did you ever hear they gave £140 for it? — I 
could not say. 

656. Did you know Billy Ryan ? — I did. 

657. Do you know the field that was called “ Dr. 


Graham's”)— res, Ido. It Teas in Use possession,,) 
the representatives of John Cummins, it consisted of 
7 a. 3r. Sp. Irish, and the rent was £16 16s. 6 d. Of 
that 7 a. 3r. 8p. my father got about five acres, and Cum- 
mins got about two acres. 

658. Was your father a Town Commissioner in 
1854? — I could not tell. 

1^59. Mr. Corby . — He was a Town Commissioner in 

660. Mr. Exham (to Mr. Ilanly ).— Can you tell me 

how it was the rent was reduced from £16 6s. Cxi to 
£1 1 at the time your father got the lease ? T can’t 

661. Do you know why Cummins got the lease ^-1 
do not. 

662. Did Cummins buy that laud ? — He might have. 

663. Did you hear it ?— I might have. 

664. Do you know the place called the “Spa 
Field ” ? — Yes ; that is a lease made by the Penne- 
fathers long before the Commissioners coming into 
the property. 

665. Mr. James Phelan, holds that forty-five acres 

for £13 14s. id. What is the valuation of that? £75. 

666. What is the date of that lease? — The lease 
will he expiring in about six years ; it was made to 
Charles Wogau, for £13 14s. 4 d. a year. 

667. Then Phelan bought Wogan’s interest in it?— 
I could not tell. 

668. What did Phelan do with it ? — He had it sub- 
let. 

669. To a person named John Scully? — Yes. 

670. At £2 10s. an acre? — Yes; it is adjoining 
Owen and Bigg’s lot between that and the town. 

671. Is it of the same class of land? — No; it is 
much bettor laud. 

672. Do you consider Griffith’s valuation of that 
land excessive, or would you like to give an opinion 
about it ? — I think Griffith’s valuation is not excessive. 

673. Do you know that your father purchased 
Scully’s interest in that? — Yes. 

674. For how much? — £250. 

675. That is exactly the information I got ; that 
Matthew Hanly, the Town Commissioner, bought 
Scully's lot for £250 ; that Scully’s sub-lease expired 
last year ? — Yes. 

676. When will Phelan’s lease be out? — It will 
expire in six years. 

677. When did your father purchase that ? — About 
thirteen or fourteen years ago. I don’t think my 
father ever took out of it what he gave for it. 

678. Who was this Mr. John Scully? — A solicitor 
of the town. 

679. Was he a Town Commissioner? 

680. Mr. Corby . — He was. 

681. Mr. Exham. — W as Mr. Phelan a Town Com- 
missioner ? — He was. 

682. Mr. Exham (to Mi-. Hanly ). — Do you know a 
person of the name of Michael Stapleton? — I do. 

683. What part did he hold ? — He was in Owen 
and Bigg’s lot. He had a part of Graham’s; his 
father bought it from Graham, and sold it to 
Cummins. 

684. At all events, Cummins is the person who has 
it now ? — Cummins is the person in the rental. 

685. Do you know Thomas Hogan? — Yes; he is 
in Carron. 

686. Do yon know the portion that William 
Moloughney, bought from Thomas Hogan ? — I think 
it was from Michael Hogan he bought the land. 

687. Was that a lot of two acres ? — Yes. 

688. Are you receiving the rent now from William 
Moloughney?— Yes, £1 5s. 3d.; and the valuation 
is £2 10s. 

689. What has become of Michael Hogan ? — H e 
has another lot. 

690. Did be sell that in the bad time ? — I don t 
know. I give the receipt in William Moloughney s 
name. 
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691. Did you hear he gave £20 for it? — No. 

692. Do you know the name of the gentleman who 
valued this property for Griffith ? — I don’t know liis 
name ; we must deal with things as we find them, 
and I say that Griffith’s valuation on the commons is 
too high for a poor tillage country. 

693. Do you know Richard Stapleton who bought 
a large lot from Thomas Ryan 1 — 1 can’t tell you who 
he bought it from ; but I can give you his rent. 

694. How much is it ? — In Hickey’s lot it is 
£6 2s. 6 d . ; and in Lougligall, £13 14s. Richard 
Stapleton holds that now. 

695. Did you ever hear he bought it from Thomas 
Ryan 1 — Yes. 

696. Did you hear what he gave? — No. 

697. Because I am told he gave £350 for it?-- 
(No answer). 

69S. “ Fox’s-den." Who is the tenant of that, do 
you know? — Yes, he was the late Richard Woods, 
a Town Commissioner, and it was sixty-one acres 
Irish, on 'a ninety-nine years’ lease from the Penne- 
fathers at £26 a year — valuation, £43 10s. 

699. Did you think Griffith’s valuation of that lot 
excessive ? — I decline to give an opinion upon that. 

700. Is it sub-let to Daniel Foley at £1 15s. an 
acre ? — I can’t tell. 

701. When did you say Richard Woods’ term 
expires? — I don’t know; he has a lease from Mr. Bolton, 
I am told, but I don’t know. 

702. Do you recollect a tenant in Attikitt, named 
James R. Keatinge ? — I remember him as a man long 
before my time. 

703. Have you a man named Daniel Foley a 
tenant? — The same ; his rent is £7 11a. 4c?.; the 
valuation is £15 10s. 

704. How many acres does he hold? — It is named 
twenty-one acres. 

705. I hear that Daniel Foley gave £150 for that? 
— I don’t know. 

706. Do you know Michael Carew? — Yes. 

707. How much does he hold ? — There are two 
Carews — one on Young’s part and the other on 
Lawlor's. 

70S. What is his rent? — His rent is £12 2s. lid. 
for about twenty-seven acres, and the valuation is 
£22 15s. He holds from year to year. 

709. Is Cai’ew a Town Commissioner ? — He is not ; 
he is living on the farm. 

710. Did you hear he was about selling it this year ? 
— I never heard that. I know his cart was canted off 
last year, and he lias been near selling. 

711. Did you hear he was wanting to sell it, and 
asking £600 for his interest in it ? — No ; I never 
heard that. 

712. Do you know farms that are held under a 


lease called Gabbett’s Lease ” ? — No ; I do not. 
There is the Plummer’s lot, held by the representa- 
tives of the Pennefathers, but I don’t know what it is 
called. 

713. Do you know any farms that are to fall in in 
a couple of years ? — No. There is a par-t of Thomas 
Pennefathers up in ten years, and there is a part of 
the lands belonging to the representatives of Thomas 
Pennefather will not be coming in for about eighteen 
real's. The Commissioners have not got Gabbett’s lands 
in their lease. 

714. Was it before your time that Mrs. Harrick’s 
lot on the commons was taken up by the Com- 
missioners? — That was before my time. That land 
was competed for. 

715. It was let to Mrs. Cahill? — Yes. 

716. You know Mrs. Cahill’s house? — Yes ; the 
valuation of that is £19 5s., and the rent is £10 a 
year. 

717. Mrs. Cahill, I am told, is the widow of the late 
chairman ? — Yes. 

7 1 S. Does she hold it by lease, or as a yearly tenant ? 
— A yearly tenant. 

719. Was it let to her before your time 1 — Yes. 

7 20. Have you ever been present at any meeting of 
the Town Commissioners when the propriety of allow- 
ing the people to sell the interest in their small farms 
was discussed ? — I don’t think I have. I don’t think 
it occurred during my time. 

721. Who is in possession of the Spa Field now 1 — 
Mrs. Phelan. 

722. That is in Lalor’s lot. Do you say that Lalor’s 
is all about the same acreable value 1 — I think a good 
deal of it better than other's. 

723. Can you give me the acreage in statute acres, 
the rent, and Griffith’s valuation of all the lots in 
Pennefather’s lease ? — Yes. 


No. 1. Owens' and Biggs’ 
lot, 

No. 2. Lnlor's lot, . 

No. 3. Hill's lot, . 

No. 4. Attikitt, 

No. 5. Carron, 


Acreage. Bent. Valuation. 

A. It. F. £ s. a. £ s. d. 

143 0 0 94 14 7 102 7 0 

(ISO 1 12 217 7 3 426 1 0 

400 0 32 100 15 2 1G0 12 O 

491 3 12 96 1 94 176 12 O 

484 7 0 124 19 1* 21S 0 0 


724. Do you know anything of Judith Keating’s 
holding ? — She held 27 acres of Attikitt, at a rent of 
£15 8s. 3c?; Griffith’s valuation is £18 12s. Win. 
Casson seems to have got that, and there was added to 
it 2 a. 3r. 27p., and the rent was reduced to the sum 
of £10 15s. 8c?. 

725. How was that done? There is a resolution 
here of the 5th of April, 1S52, declaring William 
Casson a tenant for 29 a. 3r. 27p., at the annual rent of 
£10 15s. 8<?. ? — That’s all I know about it. 


Mr. Daniel Foley examined. 


726. Mr. Exham. — Do you hold land at Fox’s clen? 
— Yes. 

727. How many acres on it? — Sixty or sixty-one 
acres. It is part of Hill’s lot. 

728. Who is your landlord? — The representative of 
Richard Wood. 

729. Those of course are Irish acres? — Yes. 

730. How much rent do you pay ? — £100 a year. 

731. Have you a lease from them ? — £es. 

732. For what term? — Thirty-one years. 

733. From what time? — From ’59. 

734. I see that your valuation is £43 10s. ? — Yes. 

735. Yon pay the rates on that ?->-Yes. 

736. Did you give any fine for it? — No. 

737. This Wood appears to have made a very good 
thing of it? — It is not worth what I pay. 

738. At all events Wood has been making £74 a 
year out of it, for he is only paying £26 a year for it. 
Do you know that ? — I do. 

739. Have you any of Attikitt? — I have. 

7 40. Howmany acres? — Abouttwenty or twenty-one. 


741. Ar e you a yearly tenant? — Yes. 

742. How did you get this twenty-one acres? — 
Through my father-in-law. 

743. Keatinge was the former tenant? — Yes. 

744. He paid £7 11s. 4c?. a year for it? — Yes. 

745. Are you paying the same now? — Yes. 

746. How much did you give for it 1 — I paid 
nothing for it myself, but my father-in-law, Roger 
M'Gratk, in ’61, bought it from Keatinge for £140, 
and he made a present of it to his daughter, my 
wife. 

747. And you continue to rent it ever since?— Yes. 

748. Did the Commissioners after that accept you 
as tenant, and accept that rent from you? — Yes ; but 
a few months ago, previous to the last gale day, they 
wished an increase of ten per cent, from me. This 
year they passed a resolution, and demanded an in- 
crease of ten pei- cent, from all the yearly tenants, and 
issued circulars for that purpose, of which I have one. 

749. I suppose your father-in-law thought that 
Keatinge had a right to sell it ? — Yes. 

2 Y 


Cashel. 
Vac. 29, 1879. 

Mr. Hanlr. 


Mr. Daniel 
Foley. 
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750. Did you answer tlie circular 1 — Yes. 

751. Have you a copy of your answer 3 (Letter 

handed in to Mr. Exham.) 

752. Mr. Exham i-eads : — 

“Gentlemen, — I hare the circular of your agent, together with 
a copy of the resolution of the Town Commissioners, in reply to 
which I beg to call your attention to the fact that I bought the 
tenant's interest in the lauds of Attikit, with the sanction of the 
Commissioners, with the full understanding expressed by them to 
me that I would not be disturbed so long as I paid rent. Under 
these circumstances I refuse your offer, and object to any change 


“ Daniel Folev.” 

That is a copy of your letter ? — Yes. 

753. You say the Commissioners distinctly gave 
you to understand that you would never he disturbed 
so long as you paid your rent? — That was only verbal. 

754. You say the Commissioners distinctly promised 
yourself that as long as you paid your rent you should 
not be disturbed. I want to know if you can give me 
the names of any of the Commissioners who made that 
promise to you ? — I don’t recollect distinctly whom I 
was talking to ; hut I say I had a distinct agreement 
with them, and so had my father-in-law. 


755. Was that at a meeting of the Town Com- 
missionei-s ? — It was Dot ; it was meeting them casually 
in then- shops and places in the town. 

75 G. I suppose both of your lots are a great deal too 
dear ? — Attikitt is not too dear ; Fox’s Den is a great 
deal too dear when I add the interest on my money. 

757. But the Woods never reduced your rent ? . 

No. 

758. They take cai-e to make you pay that? As 

long as I can. 

759. Have you heard of any more sales of land 
about here? — I have nothing to do with the sales of 
land. 

7 GO. Did you not hear about other sales ? — I look 
upon it that it would be a criminal action towards the 
traders of the town if the farmers were not to be 
allowed to sell ; it would be a criminal act if the 
people were prevented from disposing of their lands. 

761. Do you think the people have the lands too 
dear ? — I do ; a part of Hill’s lot ; and some of the 
tenants at Attikitt, at the present day, if they had not 
the banks, and traders, and merchants, giving out 
value on such a liberal scale, might close their doors 
and leave the country. 


Mi-. Bichard Stapleton examined. 


762. What lauds do you hold? — I represent Pat 
Ryan, who held twenty-nine or thirty acres of Hickey’s 
lot, Louggall and Price’s lot. 

7G3. When did you buy it ?— About five years ago. 

764. How much do you say you gave for it ? — £333, 
including a lot of farm stock (seven cows, two two-year 
old heifers, five yearlings, pair of homes), farming 
utensils, a rick of hay, and two stacks of oats. 

765. The £333 was for that?— Yes ; the land and 
all together. I bought the whole of it at that. 


766. What rent do you pay for it? — £19 18s. Gil. 

767. Do you know what the valuation is? — 
£26 15s. 

768. Could you tell me the value of your interest 
in those farms ? — I could not tell you that. 

769. Were you trying to sell it this year? — No. 

770. Did you get one of the circulars from the Com- 
missioners ?— -I did. 

771. What did you do with it? — I didn’t mind it. 

772. Is that all the land you held ? — It is. 


Mr. Michael Stapleton examined. 


773. Mr. Exham. — I see your father held four and 
three-quarter acres on Owens’ and Biggs’ lot? — Yes. 

774. Did your father sell it ? — Cummins bought 
that. 

775. What rent did your father pay for it ? — I think 
£7 odd — £7 15s. a year. 

776. How much did your father get for it ? — I think 
it was £60, and he would have got £100 if he had 
kept a hold of it. 

777. Do you know how much of it Hanly (the 
agent’s) father got ? — In or about four acres. What 
Dr. Graham had. My father was about to buy the 
portion that Matthew Hanly got from Dr. Graham for 
£30, but Matthew Hanly stepped in and bought it over 
my father’s head. 

778. Does Cummins pay rent still for it? — I don’t 
suppose he pays less for it. I remember my father 
selling the land, and I appeared before the Commis- 
sioners, and I thought I should have it myself. I was 
to get it by marriage articles, but notwithstanding 
that they let Cummins get it. Hanly had the other 
portion, which he bought from Graham before that. 
I don’t think the part my father held was renewed at all. 

779. Do you know what your father paid Dr. 


Graham for it? — I think about £30 he sold it to 
Cummins for £00 ; but only he was foud of a drop and 
that they came round him, he would have got £100. 

780. Has there, to your knowledge, been much deal- 
ing by the people who have that land selling their 
interest in it ? — There was a good deal of it ; I know 
of another field near that, and I believe there was £90 
paid for it ; it was five and a half acres, and it was 
sold by Mrs. Beary. 

781. What vent did she pay for that? — 30s. per 
acre ; the man who bought it is there still. I forget 
his name; there were also nine or ten acres sold by 
J erry Connell to Dwyer, and I heard he got £200 
from Dwyer for it. 

782. Do you know how much Billy Ryan got for 
his lands? — Well, I heard he sold them, and that he 
got a good deal altogether, but I could not say how 
much. There ore none of them selling it but those 
who are getting money for doing so ; they can all get 
money for it. 

783. What sort of a farm is Michael Carew’s? — He 
has a house and twenty-eight acres Irish. 

784. Did you hear whether he was trying to sell 
that ? — I did not. 


Mr. John Corby re-examined. 


785. Mr. Exham. — You expended originally in the 
gasworks nineteen hundred odd pounds. When these 
gasworks were built, what was done with them ? — The 
Commissioners worked them a short time themselves, 
and then let them to Mr. Ryan for fourteen years. 

7S6. He was to supply gas to private consumers at 
6s. 3d. per 1,000 cubic feet, and the public, lamps at 
6s. 8d per month each — Mr. Ryan to keep everything 
in repair ? — -Yes. 

' 787. You had not to pay any interest on the capital 
laid out ? — No. 

' 788. Who was Mr. Ryan ? — He was. a resident of 
Cashel. 


789. Did he ever enter into any security to keep 
the place in repair? — No, he did not. 

790. When was that agreement made with him? 

That lease expired in 1867, and then they gave him a 
contract for three years more upon the same terms as 
the old lease ; he did not continue working it for the 
last three years, for the moment the coals advance m 
price Ryan threw up his contract as he could not wor 
it unless at great loss to himself, and the Commis- 
sioners could not compel him as he had given n 
security. , „ 

791. Was he originally to have given security f— 
No, not at any time. 
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792. What condition did lie give up the works in ? — 
In a very bad state. 

793: Were they in a bad state when the fourteen 
years fell out ? — They were. 

794. Did the Commissioners not require him to put 
them in repair ? — They did. 

795. Did he put them in repair ? — He stated he did. 
When the second lease expired he was to have put 
them in repair. 

796. Was it seen whether he had put them in repair 
in the meantime! — It was not. 

797. Was there any resolution passed by the Com- 
missioners requiring him to repair them 1 — No ; it was 
not known then whether they were in good repair or 
not. 

798. This was at the end of the second lease ; but 
was it known at the end of the fourteen years' lease 
that they were in bad repair? — Yes ; and he promised 
to put them in repair, but no one saw whether he did 
so or not, and at the end of the second lease which 
was for three years, the contract was renewed with 
him, although the Commissioners had not seen whether 
he put them in repair or not ; and then he ceased to 
work them in September, 1872, and the Commissioners 
then commenced to work them themselves. 

799. How much did it cost the Commissioners to 
put the place in repair in 1872 ? — It cost the Commis- 
sioners for that year £269 14s. id., from September, 
1S72, to May, 1873, in repairing and working the 
gasworks ; in 1872 there was a committee of the Com- 
missioners appointed to examine the accounts with 
Eyan, and see how the matter stood. 

800. When did the first lease for fourteen years 
expire? — In 18G7 ; then there was a second lease for 
three years ending in 1870, and then a third lease also 
for three years, which would have ended in 1873. In 
1867, on the expiration of the first lease, they were in 
bad repair, and he must have then expended something 
to put them in order or he could not have manufac- 
tured gas in the state they were in. 

801. In 1870, when the first three years’ lease had 
expired, what order were they in ? — I could not tell. 

802. At all events he ceased working them in 1872? 
— Yes ; in September, 1872. 

803. They were in very bad order then ? — In very 
bad order. 

804. Were any proceedings taken against Eyan to 
compel him to put them into repair? — No; the se- 
curities were never executed. 

805. In 1872 the Commissioners commenced to work 
for themselves ? — Yes ; they employed a man named 
Anderson, to take charge of them and work them at a 
salary of £100 a year, and he continued to do so until 
about four months ago. 

806. To whom have they given them now? — Mr. 
John Eyan, the old contractor. 

807. The Commissioners are now managing the gas- 
works with Mr. John Eyan as their superintendent? 
—Yes. 

808. Was Eyan ever allowed to receive a quantity 
of old iron from the gasworks ? — I don’t know ; even 
if he did it was worth nothing. 

809. Do you know whether old iron was removed, 
no matter whether it was worth anything or not ? — 
No ; the committee investigated Eyan’s accounts and 


settled that he was £S0 19s. 3d. in their debt at the 
time he gave up the gasworks; and this sum he 
has consented to pay by £20 a year, upon the under- 
standing he should have the managership. 

810. I think you told me that upon the first year’s 
working, when the Commissioners took the gasworks 
into their own hands there was a surplus of £35 upon 
the year’s working ? — That was last year — it was £4Q. 

811. Are you able to tell me what you have made 
this year ? — Not until May next. 

SI 2. That £40 profit was after paying the salary of 
£100 a year to Mr. Anderson ? — Yes, we advanced the 
price of gas during Eyan’s time to 8s. 4cZ. from 6s. 3c?. 

813. Upon the last occasion I was here, when ac- 
counting for the expenditure of the £6,000, you men- 
tioned £900 odd had been paid in law costs?- — Yes. 

814. I think you are in error in that, for that would 
have left a deficiency in the accounting. You will re- 
collect that in this document you told me that in try- 
ing to make up that £6,000, you put down £2,295 
for the gasworks — that was in excess by £300 of what 
you had given me before, for you said the gasworks 
cost £1,992 ? — They had to give £40 to Eyan for the 
site for the gasworks, and £55 to Mr. John Norton 
for superintending the construction of the gasworks. 

815. Do you say now that Mr. Colquhoun’s account 
for the contract of the gasworks was about £2,200 ; for 
on the former occasion you were only about to make 
it £1,992. How much was paid to the contractor ? — 
He must have been paid £2,200. 

816. Do the books show that £40 was paid to Eyan 
in addition? — They do. 

817. So far as I can see, you are not able to show 
me, by the books, or in any other way, into what bank, 
or to whom, or how the £6,000 was ever paid. I have 
long since asked you to search for this, but even now 
you cannot give it to me ? — (No answer.) 

818. You told me, accounting for the payment of 
£6,000, that £1,040 14s. 10c?. out of the £6,000 was 
paid for law costs. I think you will find that this is 
an error too, as you will see by the letter I have in 
my hand from Mr. O’Heany. (Beads letter.) Witness. 
— There was £700 expended in improving the streets. 

819. You exceeded what was allowed for law costs 
by £740 14s. 10c?., and in your expenditure on the 
gasworks, you exceeded the scheme by £295 ? — (No 
answer). 

820. You were to have expended £1,000 on water 
supply, and you expended £238 9s. 7c?.? — We have 
expended more than that since. 

821. You were to have expended £100 towards the 
formation of a lying-in hospital ? — -Yes. 

822. Do you know if there was ever any account 
rendered to the Master in Chancery ? — Never. 

823. Was the £240 expended upon the Mechanics’ 
Institute that was directed to be so laid out? — No. 

824. Was the £1,000 given to the Cashel loan 
fund ? — Yes. 

.825. Of the £6,000 set apart by the scheme, all 
that I can find upon the books as appearing to have 
been expended is £3,365 19s., leaving a balance of 
£2,634 Is. unaccounted for. Can you show me any 
more expended according to the scheme? — (No 
answer.) 

Adjourned. 


December 30, 1876. 

Mr. Hanly re-examined. 


826. Did you ever see, or were you shown a copy of 
the rental when the Pennefathers had it? — No. 

827. It is stated that that document is among the 
Corporation papers ? — I never saw it. I called upon 
the former clerk,, Mr. Jordan, and upon Mrs. Jordan, 
and she says she never heard anything about it. 

828. It appears that in 1843, when the Penne- 
fsvthers’ lease was set aside, what the Byans had in 


Lalor’s lot was let at £1 11s. 6c?. an acre. Do you 
mean to tell me that you believe that 8s. 2c?. an Irish 
acre, for which it was let in 1844, was anything like 
the letting value of that land ? — I know it was easier 
to pay £1 11s. in those days than 15s. now. 

829. Do you believe that 8s. 2c?. an Irish acre was 
the fair letting value? — I don’t believe anything at all 
about it. 

2 Y 2 


. Cashee. 
Dec. 29 , 1876 . 
Mr. John 


Dec. SO, 1876 . 
Mr. Hanly. 
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830. You may refuse to answer if you choose, for 
I have no power to compel you to do so ; but I again 
ask you do you believe in your conscience that 8s. 2d. 
an acre was in 1843 the letting value of the land for 
which the Pennefatliers had been receiving £1 11s. 6 d. 
an acre up to that date ? — I refuse to answer. 

831. Do you refuse to answer me also as to the 
letting value of it to-day ? — Well, yes. 

832. Where do you receive the rents of those lands ? 
— In my own house — in the house in which I stop ; 
my mother’s. 

833. As you tell me you are not the agent, I wish 
to know if the Commissioners have any bailiff or agent 
to attend to or look after about 4,000 acres of pro- 
perty ? — They have not; and they have not 4,000 
acres; they have only 2,270 Irish acres. 

834. Have they no agent or person to look after that 
property, to see whether it is fenced or kept up — to see 
to its condition, or whether the land is being worked 
out or exhausted 1 — I am not aware that they have. 

835. Then they have no person to look after the 
lands at all ? — Not to ray knowledge. 

836. Do you ever look after the lands ? — No. 

837. You receive the rents in the office in Cashel ? 
—Yes. 

838. Have you rent days ? — Yes, two — the 25th of 
March and the 29th of September for half-yearly men, 
and for yearly tenants Christmas time. 

839. That is three days in the year? — Yes ; and 
besides I take it any time I can get it from them. 

840. Have you a block book of receipts 1 — Y es. 

841. What is the largest amount that you have 
received on any one of these rent days ? — £100 is the 
largest amount. 

842. Though you received £1,300 a year? — Yes. 
1 cannot exactly state now, but the bank book will 
tell it. There was one day I lodged £200. 

843. What are you paid for receiving the rents? — 
Five per cent. 

844. And any other allowances? — No, except, I 
believe, 50s. for stationery. 

845. I see in the audited account of 1875 the agent’s 
fees amounted to £114 5s. 7/7. ?— That was the fees on 
£2,235 13s. 2d., being the whole of what I received for 
rents, gas rents, the butter market, and everything to 
May, 1874, and £2 10s. for stationery. 

846. You received £1,366 4s. lOd. rents to May, 
1875?— Yes. 

847. What arrears were in that? — £92 Is. id. 

84S. £441 18s. 2d. gas receipts and sale of coke? — 

Yes. 

849. Butter market, £33 3s. 6d. ?— Yes. 

850. Who sells the coke ? — I give tickets for the 
coke, and then they send down to the gasworks, and 
Mr. Ryan gives the coke and files all the tickets I 
give. I receive the money, and he has the tickets 
used for the month, and I return the amount for the 
sale of the coke and the monthly account of gas. 

851. I see you charge Is. in tie pound for receiving 
the moneys for the sale of manure? — Yes. 

852. Is the manure sold by auction? — Yes. 

853. The auctioneer receives his fees for selling the 
manure ? — Yes. 

854. And then you charge for receiving the money 
from him ? — I receive the money, and I charge for 
lodging it in the bank. I generally take an account of 
each party who buys at the auction. Sometimes they 
don’t pay for a month or so, and I keep an account of 
each sale, and when the auctioneer is paid I receive 
the money and lodge it in the bank. 

855. Then there is a double charge upon that sale ? 

The auctioneer is paid by the men who buy at the 

auction. 

856. Then you get Is. in the pound for receiving 
that money from the auctioneer, and lodging it in the 
bank? — Yes; I keep an account of the receipts the 
same as any other receipts. 

857. Did you, in the month of December last year, 
bring before the Town Commissioners the fact that the 


leases of some of the property were about falling in ? 


858. And did you ask their instructions about what 
■was to be done with the re-letting ? — Yes. 

859. Was a resolution then passed in your presence 
that all lettings for the future were to be not less than 
Griffith’s valuation? — Yes; there was a resolution 
passed, and an amendment afterwards passed. 

860. Mr. Exham reads from the book as follows 

“ On the 13tli of December, Sir. Scully gave notice— 1 That I will 
move at the next monthly meeting that in all cases of tenants mi 
the Commons who have hitherto been paying rent less than the 
Poor Law valuation they shall he offered leases or their holdings for 
thirty-one years, dating from last gale day, provided the rent in 
future to he paid by thorn shall equal the present Poor Law valuation 
and in all other cases thatsuch leases be granted at the rents now paid.' 
Sir. Haekett gave notice on the same day — 1 That 1 will move at the 
next monthly meeting that ten per cent, be added to all rents of 
lands on the Corporation property where the rent does not exceed 
20s. per acre.’ On the 1 8th of January, 1876, moved by Sir. Scully, 
seconded by Dr. Laffan, and carried unanimously — .‘That in all 
cases tenants on the Commons who have heretofore been paying 
rent less than the Poor Law valuation shall be offered leases of their 
holdings for thirty-one years, dating from the last gale day, pro- 
vided the rent in future to be paid by them shall equal the present 
Poor Law valuation, and in all other cases that such leases be 
granted at the rents now paid.’ ' On the same day Mr. ITackett then 
gave notice — 1 Tiiat I will move at the next monthly meeting that 
the resolution passed this day respecting the terms on wliicli'leases 
be given to the tenantsbe rescinded.’ On the 7th of February it was 
ordered 1 That the agent he directed to offer to the tenants leases of 
their holdings in accordance with the terms of the resolution passed 
on the 18th ult, and report to the next meeting whether they will 
accept leases on those terms.’ Dr. Laffau gave notice of motion on 
7th of February, 1 That lie will move at next monthly meeting that 
Commons lauds which were granted to the citizens of" Cashel for the 
purpose of free pasturage, being at present let at rents materially less 
than those charged for land of similar quality anywhere else", and 
less also than the Poor Law valuation, which is below the standard 
advocated by tenant-right authorities as a just and reasonable rent 
for land ; that it is therefore imperative that this Board, in order to 
carry into effect the valuation unanimously adopted by its own re- 
solution of January 1 8th, and to discharge its trust and solemn 

obligation to the people of Cashel of all classes, to whom but 

especially to the poor— these estates belong, should put a stop to 
further waste and misapplication of the property by letting it in 
future at a reasonable rent; that accordingly, taking the principles of 
tenant-right as our strict guide, the Board directs that in future for 
ail of those lands for which no lease is now in force, the rent 
at present payable shall he continued, if such he not less than the 
Poor Law valuation ; hut if less than said valuation, that then the 
rent shall be raised to a sum equal thereto — the increased rents to 
be charged from the next date, which, by law, shall be allowable; 
and that the agent do take immediate steps to carry this resolution into 
effect.’. This was moved on tiie 20th March, and an amendment was 
then moved by Mr. Haekett, seconded by Dr. Moloney ‘That an 
advanee of ten per cent per annum he put on all the rented lands of 
the Commons which are now running out of lease, and other lauds 
where no leases are existing, which were rated in Griffith’s valuation.’' 
That was carried on a division, by seven to two, Dr. Laffan and Mr. 
Scully being the only two against it. Then Dr. Laffan handed iu 
the following protest on behalf of himself and Mr. Scully: — 

“ Protest.-- We, the undersigned, protest against the resolutions 
passed here to-day with reference to the corporate lands. 1. Because 
the circumstances of the case remain exactly the same as they were 
when the resolution of the 18th January was adopted. 2. Because 
the resolution has been adopted by the votes of persons who are 
themselves corporate tenants, tiieir’heirs, or partners. 3. Because 
Griffith’s valuation is universally accepted as not being higher than 
the value of land. 4. Because by charter the citizens can insist on 
occupying the land themselves. 5. Because the tenants, in this 
instance, by refusing the alternative of an arbitration, thereby con- 
fess their disbelief in their own allegations as to such valuation 
being too high. 6. Because tenant-righters universally accept 
valuation as the one fair means of doing justice between landlord 
and tenant 7. Because any rent less than Griffith’s valuation is 
not a reasonable rent, and is therefore an illegal one for us to accept. . 
8. Because the tenants paid the Pennefather family a rent equal to 
that which it is now proposed to charge them, and declared in the 
Clonmel Chronicle of March 4th their perfect satisfaction with such 
rents. 9. Because the lands in question belong to the people of 
Cashel, and we have no warranty to make a present of any portion 
of their value to any body, and we consequently have no warranty 
to underlet them. 10i Because, in our capacity as Commissioners, 
we are mere trustees, and it has never been alleged that trustees 
have a right to make free with any portion of the property com- 
mitted to their trust 11. That while they belong to all classes in 
Cashel, the largest share in them belongs of necessity to the poor; 
and while the lanes and alleys of Cashel are teeming with starving 
poor, it is unjust that any portion of the property which is theirs, 
should he made over at an undervalue to any person or persons 
whatever. 12. That the Commons tenants ought to be perfectly 
satisfied with having had the lands of the people of Cashel, for the 
the last thirty- one years at a nominal rent, without now seeking to 
obtain them for another thirty-one years at a mere fractional 
addition to such nominal rent. 18. That the commercial prosperity 
of Cashel, the poor of Cashel, and all classes in the town, could not 
fail to derive immense advantage from the increased income which 
a settlement of the corporate estate, in accordance with equitable 
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principles would liring to tlie city. 14. That we, despite our 
present action in this matter, reserve to ourselves all rights secured 
lo us, as citizens, by charter, as well as full right to avail ourselves 
of the statutory provisions made and provided, for the purpose of 
obtaining from the courts an equitable arrangement of the corporate 
estates, in conformity with the just claims of the citizens. 

“ Signed, 

“ Thomas Laffan, 

“ Dksis J. Scully." 

861. (To Mr. Manly.) Have you received since 
that resolution of February the 7tli, the ten per cent, 
extra 1 — No ; but I went to the solicitor of the Com- 
missioners, and he said that the way it would be 
enforced would be by ejectment. 

862. In the case of Mrs. Dolan’s Charter-house 
school lands, was the ten per cent, enforced there 1 — 
It could not he enforced there, for the rent is over 
Griffith’s valuation. 

863. "Was any notice served upon them after that? 
— None. 

864. Did you serve notice of the resolution of the 
ISth of January ? — Yes ; we served copies of both the 
18th of January and the 20th of March. 

865. Now, taking the whole lands let as yearly 
tenancies (for that resolution embraces the entire 
of the lands, — not small hits here and there), is 
it your opinion that it would be unfair to let the 
entire lands at Griffith’s valuation, under that resolu- 
tion of January? — Well, my opinion is that, taking 
the whole of the property, Griffith’s valuation would 
be in excess of the value — that being poor tillage land, 
except a few places around the town. 


SG6. Was any suggestion made to you or to the Cashel. 
Commissioners, to \ our knowledge, within the last -fee. bo, is?< 
three years to have the lands revalued, on the ground M) . HanIy 
that they were too high ? — None. 

S67. And though you thought they were valued too 
high, you never brought such a proposition before the 
Commissioners ? — It was not my duty. 

868. When the resolution of the 18th of January 
was passed unanimously, did you inform the Com- 
missioners that, in your opiuion, Griffith’s valuation 
was too high ? — I did not ; I would not be listened to 
by the Board. I am not their agent ; I only receive 
their rents. I didn’t want to make a humbug of my- 
self before the Board. 

869. You stated before to me you were the land 
agent to the Commissioners. Do you wish to qualify 
your last answer ? — I am not their agent ; the Board 
did not ask or consult me about it. 

870. You told me the first day I was here that you 
were the land agent of the Commissioners, but you 
now say that you are not? — I say I am only the 
receiver of the rents of their property. There was a 
remark made here last night, by a person who tendered 
himself for examination, that my father paid £30 for 
the ground. I have to contradict that; £12 only was 
the sum paid. I said with regard to the other farm, 
that from £100 to £150 had been paid by my father 
for it. I was inaccurate in that ; since that I have 
learned that the same land only cost £70, and in 
addition to that, there was a crop on the farm, and 
some other things, which went to nearlj r £70. 


Mr. Corby re-examined. 


Mr. Corby. 


S71. With regard to the expenditure on the gas 
works, have you anything to add to your former 
evidence ? — I can only trace in the books £1,992, and 
£40 paid for the site to Ryan, and .£52 paid to Mr. Nor- 
ton for superintending their erection. I wish now to 
explain about the £6,000, that since yesterday I have 
found what purports to be a printed account of the 
receipts and expenditure of the borough of Cashel, from 
the 25th of March, 1844, to 1845, as received and ex- 
pended by then then treasurer, the late Mr. Charles 
Doheny, and in that account he purports to charge him- 
self with the receipt of £2,560, as a portion of the mesne 
rate. In the next year’s account he also charges himself 
with £3,365 Is. 9 d., under the head of “ proportion of 
mesne rates ” ; but I cannot find any separate account 
was ever kept by the treasurer of this £6,000 or how 
same was expended. It was mixed up with the other 
funds of the corporate property in his (Mr. Doheny’s) 
books as treasurer, and therefore, I cannot tell how 
same was expended. 

872. As far as you know, did anyone audit the 
books or examine the accounts of the late treasurer ? 
— There did ; I see from time to time that some of 
the Commissioners used to audit them. 

873. Mr. Mullins (Chairman of Town Commis- 
sioners). — Mr. Doheny was treasurer up to 1848, when 
he left this country, and some time after he went away 
his accounts were examined and audited, and it was 
found there was a small deficiency in them, which 
was made good by his sureties. 

874. Mr. Exham (to Mr. Corby). — Were the Com- 
missioners in the habit of subscribing to the races? — 
Yes ; from £40 to £50 a year in the commencement, 
but in later years £20 to £25, and it ceased alto- 
gether when the auditor was appointed. 

875. I hear that the last year you subscribed you 
gave £75 ? — That was for three years for which the 
cheque was drawn but not used ; the resolution was 
passed to subscribe, but the managers of the races 
never called for the subscription, and we then paid for 
three years all together. Mi - . Pelly allowed it for 
that year, giving notice he would not allow it again. 

876. I see that, as part of the scheme, £40 was to 
be applied to blankets for the poor ? — Since 1856 that 
has been done ; but before that for a few years it was 
not. 


S77. Between 1845 and 1857 was it given? — Some 
years I think it was, hut not in all. 

878. Mr. Mullins. — I know it was given since 1851. 

879. £1,000 was to be expended on water out of the 
£6,000. When was the first attempt made to expend 
any money on water, as far as you know? — In 1859’ 
they endeavoured to form a tank ; the first money 
expended under the scheme was in 1843, and amounted 
to £238 9s. Id.) afterwards there was a tank con- 
structed in 1859. 

S80. Who was the contractor for making the tank ? 
— Mr. Fahy. 

881. Were the works put up to competition? — There 
were advertisements in several newspapers, hut only 
one tender from Mr. Fahy. 

882. Did the contractor ever sign a contract ? — No, 
he sent in a proposal, and it was accepted by the 
Commissioners. 

883. Are there any specifications for the reservoir ? 
— There are. 

884. Was Mr. Fahy, the contractor, although his 
tender was -accepted, asked to make or sign a written 
contract, and give securities to carry it out 'l — No, he 
was not. 

885. Though it was provided for in the specifica- 
tion? — Yes. 

886. Was that gentleman closely related to four of the 
Commissioners of that day ? — He was to four of them. 

887. Was he connected with the building trade ? — 
Yes ; he was an architect. 

888. Is it a fact that that reservoir was wholly use- 
less? — It was. 

889. When did it become useless ? — In two summers 
after it was finished. He was to have kept it in re- 
pair for six months, and it did not leak for two years 
afterwards. 

890. How did it become useless? — I believe that 
the plan the engineers prepared was not suited for 
the place at all ; it should have been puddled. I be- 
lieve the work was executed according to the plan and 
specifications ; the name of the engineer was Mr. 

% Malet. 

891. Did he keep it in repair even for the six 
months ? — No ; he never repaired it at all. 

892. What was he paid? — £197 10s.; and a wall 
was built about it afterwards at a cost of £120. 
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Mr. Corby. 


803. Who built that wall? — Mr. Fahy had that 
contract also. 

894. How long after the reservoir was built was it 
put up ? — Immediately after. 

895. Was it as useless as the reservoir? — Yes. 

896. What use is made of the reservoir now ? — No 
use. 

897. Does the reservoir convey ally water to the 
town at all ? — No. 

898. Is it made the receptacle of dead dogs and 
cats 1 — That is quite untrue ; it is too far away to bring 
dead dogs and cats to. 

899. Well, all I can tell you is, that I received two 
communications from Cashel, in which it was stated 
that if I went up there I would see plenty of dead 
dogs and cats in it? — Well, in point of fact they con- 
sulted Mr-. Parke Neville, and he gave them specifica- 
tions to carry out some day, so as to make the 
reservoir good. 

900. When first did you find out the reservoir was 
leaking and not good ’—After the pipes were laid. 

901. How much did the laying of the pipes cost? — 
The total amount of the cost for pipes and reservoir 
was £629 2s. id., including the wall. The £790 that 
I told you of was expended afterwards in the cast-iron 
pipes, under Mr. Neville's superintendence. 

902. What was the amount of Mr. Fahy’s tender 
for the piping? — £220 10s. 9 d., including then laying. 

903. Did he sign any contract or give any security 
for it, as required by the specification ? — He did not. 

904. Was he asked to do it? — No. 

905. Is it a fact that all these pipes were laid and 
jointed together with common yellow clay? — I don’t 
think it is ; I am sure it is not the fact. The engineer 
would be a very strange man to give a certificate if 
that were the case. 

906. Do you mean to say the specifications were 
carried out ? — I can’t say, because I don’t know. 

_ 907. But here is the document purporting to be 

signed by Bicliard Malet, 4tli of December, 1859? 

I have reason to say I believe that is his signature 
to it. 

908. Have you reason to know from anything that 
occurred since then that the specifications were not, 
in fact, carried out ? — I cannot state from what cause 
it happened, but I know that the work turned out a 
perfect failure. 

909. How was that? — I heard a rumour about the 
town that he used yellow clay, but 1 don’t believe it. 

910. Did Mr. Neville never state so to you or to 
the Commissioners?— No. I recognise the certificate 
of Mr. Malet to be in his handwriting, certifying the 
works ai-e executed in accordance with the contract. 

911. Do you know from the Corporation books how 
much you give eacli year in charitable grants 1 — £250 
a year, and £40 for blankets. 

912. What authority had the Commissioners for 
giving anything to schools out of the funds of the 
Corporation ? — They had authority to pay £200 accord- 
ing to the scheme : they gave £180 to the Archdeacon, 
and £20 to the Protestant dean. 

913. Did they give £180for keeping up two National 
schools 1 — Yes ; but the whole of that is not expended 
on the National schools. 

914. Mr. Mullins . — The Commissioners hand the 
£180 to the manager of the male and female schools, 
and £20 to the Protestant dean, and they have nothin" 
further to do with it. The Archdeacon is the manager 
of both schools ; we do not interfere with the way he 
spends it. And, in addition to this, the Commissioners 
give £50 a year to the Christian Brothers’ schools, in 
support of the resolution passed by themselves some 
years ago. 

9 15. ' Mr. Exham (to Mr. Corby ).— Youhad asanitary 
mspeotor some time ago %— Yes ; Samuel Corcoran, at 
£8 a year. 

:: • 916.r_Is he sanitary inspector now ?— His salary was * 
nine shillings a week as street inspector, and six shil- 
lings as sanitary inspector. 

917.1 When he ceased to be sanitary inspector was 


the salary raised to fifteen shillings a week ?— It wa 
he had £8 a year as sanitaiy inspector. 88 ’ 

918. When deprived of the £8 a year, did he c, Pt 

an increase of salary?— Yes; his salarv as street in 
spector was then increased from nine shilling to 
fifteen shillings. 6 

919. He filled the two offices for nine sliillhi^s i 

week and £S a year; and when he was deprived of 
one office he got an increase of six shilling n week to 
make up for the loss of the £8 a year? Yes. 

920. Is it a fact that in the centre of the town a 
kennel of hounds is kept? — Yes. 

921. In one of the most populous parts of the town? 
— It is. 

922. Who keeps this pack of hounds?— They are 
kept by subscription. 

923. It has been represented to me, by several 
persons, that these, hounds are an intolerable nuisance ? 
— Yes ; they are. 

924. Is horse-flesh boiled, for feeding them, in the 
place ? — It is. 


925. Have you had many complaints about it?— 
I never heard of any except from Mr. Kite. 

926. Mr. M ullins . — The Town Commissioners 
took action in the matter, and referred it to the Board 
of Guardians. It is the Guardians who can deal with 
it, and the sanitary officer, Dr. Laffan, is here. 

927. Mr. Exham (to Mr. Corby ):— Does this day- 
mspector fill any other office under the Commissioners ? 
—Yes ; he has £5 a year for talcing charge of the fire 
engine, and £S a year for keeping the public pumps 
in order. 


928. Had he always that?— Yes; and he gets £3 10s. 
a year for a suit of clothes. 

929. Is the £8 a year for liis salary included in 
thesumof£12 11s. 5 d., charged in the account for 1875, 
for keeping the public pumps iu repair ? — Yes ; that 
takes in his £8 a year. 

930. Does he keep any of the public pumps locked ? 
— When the water is scarce he does. 

931. Have the people to go to liim to get the pumps 
opened when they want water ? — They have. 

_ 932. Mr. Mullins.— "in. the summer mouths some 
°f the pumps run dry, and, by order of the Com- 
missioners, lie locks one of them, in order that the 
people may work the others until the water gets into 
the one that is locked. 

933. Mr. Exham (to Mr. Corby). — Is he not also 
night watchman ? — He is ; he goes to bed at five 
o clock in the morning. 

934. Who is it that has charge of the keys of the 
pumps in the day-time ?— His father. 

935. What does this man get altogether ’—About 
£52 a year, and £3 10s. for a suit of clothes. 

; 936. Has his father anything? — His father- has £18 
a year, and is street inspector also. 

937. Then the father is street inspector at £18; 
and the son night watchman, also inspector of streets, 
repairer of pumps, and caretaker of the fire engine 1— 
Yes. 

938. Is he the only night watchman in the town ? 
— Yes. 

939. Have you a borough surveyor here ? — Yes ; 
we have a surveyor of ruined and dilapidated houses. 

840. Who is he? — Mr. Fahy ; the same man who 
constructed the water tank ; he resides in Dublin, and 
he comes down once a mouth. 

941. Did he report Corcoran at any time? — He did 
not. 

942. Were complaints ever made against Corcoran? 
—There was one man complained of his having struck 
him ; that is fourteen years ago. 

943. Was he ever dismissed? — I believe the chair- 
man suspended him for a week before the meeting 
came on. 

944. Mr. Mullins. — There was something occurred 
in the butter weigh-house, and some persons bom- 
plained of Corcoran’s conduct to me ; - and as we 
were to have a meeting of the Commissioners on the 
Monday following, I told Corcoran I suspended him 
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from Wednesday till Monday, until the case was in- 
vestigated at the meeting of the Commissioners, and 
the matter was afterwards arranged. 

945. Mr. Exham. — I am told in one of the state- 
ments sent to me, that there is a great 'cause of com- 
plaint, that the keys are given to the Commissioners’ 
servants by him to get water, while the other people 
are not allowed to get it. • 

Mr. Mullins. — There never was a complaint of 
that kind sent before the Commissioners that I am 
aware of; and if there was, it would receive attention. 

94G. Mr. Exham. — I am also informed that Cor- 
coran got compensation for some injury that was done 
to some potatoes of his 1 

Mr. Mullins. — I recollect that his potatoes were in- 
jured ; but I don’t recollect that he received any money. 

947. Mr. Evhwm. — D o you know of any compen- 
sation having been given to any pig jobbers '1 

Mr. Mullins. — Yes ; the Commissioners made an 
effort to establish a pig market and the pig jobbers 
stated, that they sustained a loss by bringing the pigs 
here, and the Commissioners compensated them, in 
order to induce them to come again. The whole sum 
did not amount to £12. That was before Mr. Pelly’s 
time. It was about seven years ago. 

948. Mr. Exham.— Can you say it was not more 
than £121 

Mr. Mullins. — I can. 

949. Mr. Exham (to Mr. Corhj).— Mr. -Corby, have 
you found any rental of those commons lands in 
Peunefather’s time '? — No ; except the last leases. 

950. I mean of the lands that were in yearly tenan- 
cies! — No. 

951. As far as you know, the Corporation took no 
steps to get a rental in the Pennefathers’ time !— I am 
not aware. 

952. Do you recollect a resolution being come to in 
the year 1857 by the Commissioners, that Griffith’s 
valuation should be made the basis of all tbe lettings ! 
— No ; that bad reference to only one tenant. He 
held on a lease, and the Commissioners passed a 
resolution agreeing to give him a lease at Griffith’s 
valuation, and that only applied to the one tenant. 

. 953. Did they give him a lease! — No; he would 

not take it. 

954. Was the question of settling the rents of the 
tenants on that property brought before the Commis- 
sioners in the year 1860 or 1861, by .the Honorable 
Mr. French! — It was. 

955. Could you show me the resolution of that day, 
and the particulars of Mr. French’s motion 1 

Minute book was handed to Mr. Exham, from which 
he read as follows : — 

“On the 7th of May, I860, the Hon. Martin J. French, gave 
notice he would move at the next monthly meeting, ‘That a com- 
petent person be appointed to value the tmleased portion of the 
Corporation lands, and that he shall ieceive instructions to the 
effect, that the Commissioners only require that a reasonable valua- 
tion shall be made; and in the event of the valuation exceeding the 
present rent, each tenant shall he at liberty to show cause, if any, 
why that rent shall not be raised.” 

On the 4th of June, 1860, it was ordered — 

“That the agent, Mr. Coman, be directed to have a notice to quit 
served upon Richard Stapleton, for haring entered into possession 
of Judith Ryan’s land without the liberty of the Commissioners, 
and for not satisfying the tenant for the just and reasonable claim 
which she had on the land.” 

I find on the same day, Mr. French gave notice that 
he would move at the next monthly meeting : — 

“That the resolution of February, 1844, be rescinded, which 
granted a right to all tenants of the Corporation to obtain leases 
at a valuation which had been then made, and that a competent 
person be appointed to ascertain the present letting value of each 


unbiased portion of the Corporation lands, and also the particulars, Cashel. 
nature, general cost, and existing value of each tenant's own DeB 187G 

unexhausted improvements; that upon obtaining such valuation, ' 

leases for thirty-one years shall be offered at such a reasonable rent y[ r . Corby, 
as shall appear fair and equitable towards the several tenants.” 

He does not appear to have bi’ought that forward, 
for the next motion is the 2nd of July, 1860 : — 

“ The Hon. M. J. French, chairman. Proposed by Mr. Murphy, 
seconded by Mr. Corby. 1 That the resolution passed and entered on 
the minutes of the 26 th of February, 1S44, be rescinded, whereby it 
was agreed to grant leases to all the Corporation tenants at the then 
valuation.’ An amendment was moved by Mr. Cahill, seconded by 
Mr. Patrick Phelan— ‘That we don’t consider it expedient to alter 
the arrangement entered into between the Commissioners and their 
tenants.’ On a division there were five for the resolution, and three 
for the amendment; but inasmuch as there were only twelve 
members present, four of whom did not vote, and as two-thirds of 
this number — say eight — would be required to rescind a resolution 
passed at a former meeting, the chairman decided the resolution 
not carried, in compliance with the provisions of the 4Cth section of 
the Commissioners’ Act of 1847 (10 Viet., c. 16).” 

956. Were you also present ab a meeting that took 
place on the 20th of March last, where a resolution 
was adopted, advancing the rents ten per cent. ! — Yes. 

957. I have already asked you to make search to 
try if you could find in the books of the Commissioners, 
or among their papers, any resolution to appoint 
valuators to value Pennefather’s lands ; have you keen 
able to find any 1 — No, the only thing I can find is 
the resolution in February, 1844. 

958. Have you been able to find any trace of any 
valuation made by anyone ! — No. 

959. HaVe you been able to find among the accounts 
of Mr. O’Heany, who was paid his bills of costs, any- 
thing in relation to such valuation, or to any case laid 
by him before any counsel in relation to the reletting 
of those lands! — No ; I never saw his bills of costs. 

960. 1 suppose the bills of costs are among the 
papers! — I never met them. 

961. Have you been able to find among the papers 
any case or any opinion of the late Baron Greene, or 
any barrister, relating to any valuation or letting of 
Pennefather’s lands 1 — No. 

962. Were you present at the meeting of the 20th 
of March last 1 — Yes. 

963. Did you hear one of the Town Commissioners 
at that meeting state publicly before his brother Com- 
missioners to the effect that he was authorized by the 
then law agent of the Corporation to state that the 
then Commissioners declared they did not approve of 

the valuation 1—1 think he said that it had not their 

approbation. 

964. I will give you his words : the gentleman said 

this ; “ That he was authorized by the law agent of 

the Corporation to state that the Commissioners’ 
valuator exceeded his instructions, a result which 
the then Commissioners declared had they foreseen, 
they would sooner have put their hands into the fire 
than have consented to ”! — Yes, he stated that. 

965. The then law agent was Mr. O’Heany ! — Y T es. 

966. I am told that Mr. O’Heany is unfortunately 
not able to be here ! — He is not. 

967. Dr. Laffan (one of the Town Commissioners.)— 

I had a conversation with Mr. O’Heany. At that time 
he was living in Dublin, and he said that the valuation 
■mve dissatisfaction at the time to the Commissioners. 

° 968. Do the Commissioners here give any pensions! 

Not that I am aware of. 

969. Are there 'any pensions given out of the loan 

f, m( l ? I don’t know; the loan fund has nothing to 

do with the Commissioners ; it is quite an independent 
body xinder the control of the Central Loan Fund 
Board in Dublin. 


Mr. John Ryan examined. 


970. Youarenowthemanagerofthegasworks!-r-Yes. 

971. You wish to make a statement! — Ido, as to 
"what was said against me here yesterday. 

972. Mr. Exham. — All that was stated against you 
■was this— that, after the gasworks were erected new, 
you got them under the condition that you were to 
enter into the contract for fourteen years ; that you 
were to p^y no- rent for them, but to keep them in 


perfect order and repair, and supply the gas to the 
citizens and public lamps at so much ; that you were 
to give security, aud that you never did enter into any 
written contract of the kind or give security. 

973. Witness (handing in document, which was a 
statement as to the condition of the works, he.)— 
Will you kindly read that 1 The works were not new 
when I got them. They were worked from 1846 by 


Mr. John 
Ryan. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



CAsnEt. 
Dec. 30, 1676. 
Mr. John 


3*8 LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND TAXATION INQUIRY COMMISSION (IRELAND) 


the Commissioners until I got them in 1853. I have 
no recollection of a tender made by me. There was 
a tender of some bind by which I was to supply the 
public and the public lamps at the prices already 
named, but the contract was never completed. 

974. It was stated that at the end of the fourteen 
years they were in bad order, and that you then made 
a new tender for three years, which the Commissioners 
gave you on the distinct promise that you were to 
sign a contract to put them in good order and repair 
and keep them in such ? — Witness (handing in tender 
of 1870). — That is the tender that was accepted, but I 
was not required to execute any contract. 

975. Mr. Corby . — It might be only a verbal promise 
made by tliis gentleman. 

976. Mr. Exham reads: — “Tender of the 6th of 
May, 1870. — As regards the expenditure it will be 
necessary for me to make on the works, it is impos- 
sible for me just now to fix tbe amount ; but the Com- 
missioners may rely that everything will be done by 
me with the greatest economy, at the same time doing 
it perfectly. And what I propose to do is to keep a 
correct account of such expenses and keep the same, 
and have an inspection of the execution of the neces- 
sary works.” You were to do all these things at your 
own expense 1 — Yes. 

977. Did you enter into the contract with sureties to 
do that! — I was never asked to do it ; I tendered for it. 


Jio. — U lh alleged mat you never did nut 
in order 1 Oil, y ea , I pat tl.L into order P 

979. Mr. Corlry alleges that rvhen the year 1870 
came round the works were then in had order i—lW 
were not ill very good order, lint they were not out of 

were never a night without gas. 

980. ,ut they were worked out in 1872 when yon save 

^ 1 l0 ^ rec 9 ul ‘ e * avei 'y large expenditure thei/ 

J6I. bliow me any account of what you exnen.M 
between lbC7 and 1870 in putting the works in order 
and repair which was examined by the Commissioners 
at the time? It was audited by Mr. Mullins and Mr 
Scully this year. 

i oc- 2 ' ?, Ut 7 am , s l’ eakill S about 'vliat occurred in 
Ibb , feliow me what money you expended in getting 
the place .into repair in 1867. Is Mr. Corby ri«]it £ 
saying that in 1870 the works were .still in bad 
repair, and that you made a fresh tender, and you 

made a promise then to put them in repair 1 There 

is my tender, which you already read. 

983. Did you not promise the commissioners to put 
them in repair ? —I never signed a document; I never 
was asked to put them in repair. No doubt they re- 
quired an expenditure, and I had to pay my expenses 
too. It was stated here last night that I sold metals 
belonging to the Commissioners. I deny that I ever 
sold a metal, brick, or piece of iron belonging to them. 
I did sell some, but it was my own. 


Mr. Patrick 
Corcoran. 


Mr. Patrick Corcoran recalled. 


984. It was stated that I got compensation for a 
crop of potatoes from the Town Commissioners. I 
deny that, and say it is utterly false. 

985. Mr. Exham. — I am told that when you were 
sanitary inspector you were very fond of having pigs 
in your own house 1 — That is not the fact; the chair- 
man is there, and he examined my place. I have kept 
a few pigs and do keep them. I have to tell you I 
have a great many friends in town, because I do my duty. 

9S6. Had you ever any pigs in the house ‘l— Yes,' I 
had. I will tell you how that occurred. Once on a 
time there was a sow after half farrowing, and I 
brought her into the hall and Lad her there. 

987. They say you keep some of the pumps locked 
and wont give water to the people 1— I will tell you 


how that is. When a pump becomes exhausted, I take 
the chain off it, and put it on a pump not exhausted. 

988. They say if the Commissioners’ servants want 
water you will give them any quantity of it, but 
if a poor person wants it they can’t get it?— The 
opinion of everyone is that since I got charge of the 
pumps there is a better supply of water, and the pumps 
are kept in better repair. I mind, the turning of the 
cocks. I have, them since 1863. During the entire 
of that time they never required any repairs. I mean 
the new iron pipes. 

989. Then what are you paid the £8 a year fori— 
For repairing them. 

990. But you say they don’t require repairs ? — I 
look after them. 


Dr. Tliomai 
Laffan. 


Dr. Thomas Laffan examined. 

991. What office do you hold l—I am the consulting 
sanitary officer, and my duty is only to give advice 
when I am asked ; and, secondly, as regards my inter- 
ference with the other sanitary officers, according to 
the letter I received from the Local Government Board 
I am not bound to call their attention to anything that 
i^negl^by them, although I may do so if I p !ease. 


i , T , o — j - u, nuisance, 

but I have never been asked my opinion about it • 
the arrangement with regard to the regulation of mv 
duties is, I consider, a very bad one, inasmuch as there 
are very many occasions when my advice would he 
valuable, which the whole of the Board is unable to see 
from the want of asking for it ; for instance, in a little 
town within my district, there is a localitv where we 
have fever-prevailing the entire year, and from which 
100 cases of fever have been sent to the hospital alone ; 
I have not the least doubt if proper steps had been 
taken at an early period it could have been stamped out. 
With regard to the sanitary arrangements of Cashel I 
consider they are not as good as when the Commis- 
sioners managed them ; the Commissioners were more 
attentive, better acquainted with the circumstances of 
the town, and more sure to attend to those sanitary 
duties than the Guardians ; for that reason I think it 
is a ioss that the town has been placed under the Board 
ol Guardians as a sanitary authority ; but I wish at 
the same tune to state that I do not think it would be 
any advantage that a separate staff should be appointed 
m the event of the town being separated, as I think 
the one staff for both would be enough. The Sanitary 
Act has worked here very much as it has done every- 
where else-mdifferently, and for a variety of reasons • 
the officers are too numerous, they are inadequately paid 


and more important than all, their professional interests 
and their sanitary duties are jui entire contradiction. 
With regal’d to the special sanitary condition — I mean 
the sewerage — of the town, there has been for a number 
of years, near the end of the town, a deep cesspool or 
pond for the purpose of containing all the solid matter 
which Hows into it from the town for a year or two. 
It is cleared out sometimes, but an immense quantity of 
solid matter is always there ; this is materially inju- 
rious to the health of the persons in the immediate 
proximity of the place. The outlet is so obstructed as 
to retain all the detritus, and the sewage of the town, 
and to let the excessive fluid escape ; the construction 
of this into which the main sewer of the town leads is 
injurious to the general health of the place. Within the 
last twoyears there have been nine cases of feverfrom the 
immediate margin of this pool; there was one death in a 
private mansion, and several cases to my own knowledge 
in many of the houses about; I called on the local sani- 
tary officer to report the sewer-drain, and to have the 
cavity filled up ; the local sanitary officer said the place 
should be filled up, and the sewer continued on to the 
river Suir ; my recollection is a positive and distinct one. 

992. You stated at a meeting here sometime since 
that Mr. O'Heany, the solicitor for the Commissioners 
had given you some information as to the so-called 
valuation of the lands comprised in Pennefather’s 
lease in 1843 ? — I did. 

993. Is the statement that I read the substance of 
what Mr. O’Heany stated to you as to that ? — It is. 

994. How long have you been in Cashel!^ Five or 
six years. 

995. Have you ever seen that valuation? — No; 
but it is long a tradition that there was a valuation. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 


349 


Mr. John R 

996. You have a lot of land that was held by 
Patrick Ryan, and your rent is £16 ISs. 9 hd. You 
hold 47a. 2r. 29p. Irish? — Yes. 

997. The rent is £17 2s. Sd. according to the lease 
which was made on the 7th October, 1844? — I don’t 
know what is in the lease, but £16 18s. 9-I-<?. is the 
rent that I pay. 

99S. What is the Poor Law valuation of it ? — .£30. 

999. Could you tell me when that Poor Law 
valuation was made ? — I could not say ; but I applied 
several times to the revisor to take something off the 
valuation. He told me he had no power to do it but 
that he had power to re-value it if there were buildings 
on it and to increase the valuation. 

1000. Your’s is part of Lalor’s lot ? — Yes. As com- 
pared with what is called “ Owen and Biggs’” lot, 
what is the value of it ? — There is a great difference 
in value. 

1001. Your own opinion of your lot is that it is too 
dear ? — No ; it is let at the value ; we can live and 
let live. 

1002. Do you know those other lots — Owen^and 
Biggs’ lots? — Yes. , 

1003. What, do you say is the value of those lands ? 
— Some of the tenants there have land worth £1 an 
acre, and others 30s. an acre. 

1004. What are they worth, one acre with another ? 
— £1 an acre. 

1005. What would you say Lalor’s lot is worth all 
round 1 — It was worth about the rent we are paying; 
not more. I would put it down at 7s. an acre. 

1006. Do you know what the Commissioners are 
getting? — I suppose they are getting 7s. ; I am paying 
7s. 2d. an acre. Speaking on behalf of myself and the 
other tenants, I say the rents we are paying are fair- 
rents and no more. The following lease was produced 
by Mr. Corby. A lease from Richard Price (which 


stan examined. 

was a lease of part of Pennefather’s), -to Michael Carew, 
dated 23x - d January, 1837, of 27 acres of the commons 
of Cashel, part of Lalor’s lot, at a rent of £42 12s. 9 d. 
a year, for twenty-one years from 29th September, 
1S36. 

1007. Mr. Exham. — Is that the land that was let to 
Mr. Michael Carew, in 1843, at 8s. 2d. an acre? 

100S. Mr. Corby. — Yes. 

1009. («.) Lease of 22nd of January, 1S32, made to 
Daniel Ryau by William Peunefather, for 13s. an 
acre [Daniel Ryan was the grandfather of John 
Ryan, who held 27 acres, part of 60 acres]. 

(b.) William Pennefather to Darby Kennedy, 2nd 
January, 1832, for sixty-one years, of sixty-five 
acres, at 10s. and 14s. an acre— Attikit lot. 

(c.) Lease of the land that was purchased by Mrs. 
Dolan, made in 1832 by Wm. Pennefather at 13s. 
au acre, Owen and Biggs’ lot. A lease by Wm. 
Pennefather to John Ryan, in the year 1834, for 
sixtv-one years, of four and a half acres, at 
£2 2s. 9 Id. an acre. 

(d.) Attikit lot. Lease 31st September, 1S32, to 
the Keatinges of 57 a. 3a. 15r., yearly rent, 
£37 11s. ll£d. 

( e .) Lease to Michael Morrisey, Attikit lot, 10th 
of June, 1832; 23 a. Ik. Ip., ‘£ 15 2s. 4 d. 

(f.) Lease to William Neville, of 9th of June, 1S32, 
Attikit, thirty-one acres, £20 Gs. 4d. 

(</.) Lease to Redmond Keatinge, Attikit lot, 2nd 
June, 1832 ; 28a. 0k. 10p., £18 5s. 5 d. 

1010. Dr. Laffan gave the following as the new 
rents he had proposed to the Commissioners to be put on 
the following holdings : — Michael Carew, John Carew, 
and Denis Carew, pi-esent rents, 8s. 2d. the Irish acre ; 
Pennefatlier’s do. £1 11s. 6d., proposed new rent 15s. ; 
Hogan, present vent 8s. 8 hd., Pennefather’s do. 13s.; 
proposed do. 12s. lid. 


Cashel. 
Dec. 30, 187«. 

Mr. John 
Ryan. 


Mr. William Mokfhy, j.p., examined. 


1011. Mr. Exham.— What evidence do you wish to 
give? — I wish to contradict the statement of Dr. 
Laffan with regard to the disagreeable character of the 
place to which he 1ms referred. It is my property ; 
and I say there is not any nuisance upon it. The pool 
is in a field off the public road, and it has been in the 
same condition for several years ; it is a place where 
the water flows in and out, and there is very little 


solid stuff in it, and what there is in it is deodorized 
by throwing turf mould into it and by cleaning it out 
occasionally. Captain Hamilton, the Poor Law in- 
spector, stated to me that he saw nothing offensive in it. 
There is no doubt there were cases of fever in the 
houses which were Crowded up ; they always had a 
slight fever there in the summer time.. 


Mr. William 
Murphy, j.r. 


Dr. Laffan recalled. 


1012. Mr. Exham.— I wish to have on the notes 
the statement in detail that you made at the meeting 
on the 20th March. You aye reported to have stated 
as follows (speaking with reference to what was said by 
some of the tenants at a meeting held shortly before) — 


“I cordially concur in their statement that the Pennefathers were 
the best of landlords, but when they made that statement they quite 
forgot that you have in your archives every document connected with 
the Pennefathers' lettings. I have made complete extracts from these 
archives. I challenge you to-test their correctness by examination for 
yourselves. I stated on a former occasion that the lands were let in 
1843 at nominal rents. I told you that the valuators received in- 
struction not to be particular. I am to-day authorized by the law 
agent of the Corporation to state that the Commissioners’ valuator 
having exceeded ids instruction, a valuation was the result, which 
the then Commissioners declared, had they foreseen, they would 
sooner have put their hands into the fire than consented to. Better 
far, however, than the statement of any gentleman, however honour- 
able and respectable, is the evidence of figures and documents. I 


bow tabulate soirn 

; of those figure! 

5 to you. 


TenaDt's Hame. 

Present or 
-Nominal rent 

Pennefather’s 

Proposed 


' t. d. 

' £ s. d. 

s. d. 

M. Carew, . 

•.8 2 

1 11 G 

15 0 

J. Carew, . 

. 8 2 

. 8 2 

’ 1 11 C 

15 0 

D. Carew, . 

1 11 G 

15 0 

— Hogan, 

. 8 2£ 

0 13 0 

12 11 


It will be seen by those figures which I give you as a sample that 
we do not propose to charge-the tenants more than half the rent in 
some instances, whioh those. deservedly popular landlords laid on to 
the great gratitude of even the second generation of their quondam 
tenants." , , 


Did you make that statement 1 — I did. 


1013. Wex-e the mattei-s so stated by you true in 
fact? — They were. 

1014. Did you search through the documents of the 
Corporation and ascertain that the statement you made 
as to the rents of the Carews arid Hogans were accu- 
rate? — I did. 

1015. Were they a sample of the rest of the cases of 
the tenants and the rents they paid ? — They were. 

1016. Did you propose the resolution of the 20th 
March which I hav.e read out, and was it seconded by 
Mr. Scully? — Yes. (For resolution see question 860.) 

1017. "Was there ah amendment proposed by Mr. 
Hackett which I read out ? — There was. (For amend- 
ment see question 860.) 

1018. Was the amendment carried? — Yes, by seven 
votes to two. 

1019. Did you hand in the protest I have read? — 
Yes. (For protest see question 860.) 

Since the closing of the inquiry Mr. Corby (Town 
Clerk) has forwarded copies of resolutions with 
respect to the appointment of valuators of the Cor- 
poration lands in 1843 and the subsequent letting 
thex-eof, and which are set out in the Repox-t ; also 
copies of resolutions, passed on the 7th May, 1860, 
and the 4th June, 1860, which are set out in the 
Appendix 19, page 393; also copies of agent’s 
circulars sent to tenants, dated respectively the 
22nd February and 26th April, 1876, set forth in 
Appendix, 19, page 393. 

2 Z 


Dr. Laif.au. 
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APPENDIX— PAET III. 


APPENDIX No. 1. 

PORTADOWN. 

Towns Improvement Act, 1S54. Number of Commissioners, ID. Population, 6,735. Debt, £720. 
Acreage, within the Municipal Area, 657 a. Rateable Value of Property, £15,178. Improvement Rate, 1*. in 
the pound ; Sewerage Rate, Zd. 


Apr. No. 1. 
Tortadown. 


Town Comiuis 
sioners. 


Town Commissioners. 


Name and Profession. Rating. 

£ s. d. 

William John Paul, Merchant and Woollen Draper, . 118 10 0 

Arthur Thornton, Merchant, 48 0 0 

Averell Shillington, j.r., Merchant & Woollen Draper, 74 0 0 
Thomas Shillington (2), Linen Manufacturer, . 15G 17 C 
David Wolfe Waugh, Merchant, . . . . 32 0 0 

James Johnston, Merchant, . . . . . 45 0 0 

William Hall, Hotel Proprietor, . . . . 94 10 0 

John Keman, Merchant, 24 0 0 


Kamo and Profession. 

Anthony Cowdy, Linen Manufacturer, 
Thomas Carleton, Solicitor, 

John Eccles, Petty Sessions Clerk, . 
William J olin Guy, Accountant, 

Hugh Wallace, Merchant, 

William John Locke, Coach Builder, 
John Davidson, Merchant, 


Rating. 

£ s. d. 
20 0 0 
37 O’ 0 
14 0 0 
32 0 0 
70 0 0 
42 0 0 
28 0 0 


Abstract of 
Acconnts. 


Abstract of the Accounts of the Town Commissioners of Portadown for the Year ended the 13th May, 1876, 
showing the Receipts and Expenditure under the several heads during that period. 


To Uncollected Rates, May 13, 1875, 
Rate made March, 1876, 

Central Sewerage District Rate, 
Private Assessment, 


Amount collected and lodged 


£ a- d. £ s. d. 


600 0 9 


Hackney Carriage Licenses, 

Town Hall, Assembly Room, and Public Offices, 
Shambles, 

Alphabetical Lists sold, 

County Contracts, 

Cleansing, 

Footpaths, &e. — Received for Old Curb Stones, . 
Salaries — Received from Local Government Board, 
out of Parliamentary Grant, for Sanitary pur- 

James Hall (advanced), 

Mrs. Quinn for breaking Lamp, 

Belfast Bank — Loan on Ten £20 Debentures to 
purchase Fire Engine, .... 
Amount received from the Registrar of Petty Ses- 
sions for Dog Licenses issued in the Town for 
the year 1875, . 

Balance due by Treasurer, 


11 18 0 

1 4 3 

2 16 6 
1 16 6 
5 15 11 

13 13 11 
0 S 8 
3 16 0J 


Law Costs, 

Town Hall. Insurance, 
Reps. E. Calvert, Interest, 
Rent, 

T. A. Shillington & Son, 
Robert Huston, 

Taxes, 


Shambles, Repairs, 

R. E. Bredon, Interest, 
T. A. Shillington & Son, 
Insurance, 

Rent, 

Gas account, . 

Clerk’s Advances, 


John Kernan & Son, . 

Hugh Wallace, 

D. W. Waugh, 

Clerk, Advances, 

Lighting, Gas Ce. for the year 1874-5, 

Trevor Forbes Lamp Pillars, . 

Clerk, Advances, 

Interest to J. Calvert on Sewerage Loan, 

,, Belfast Bank on Fire Engine 
Loon, . 

Income Tax, . . 

Incidentals (including £47 10s. for New Map of Sewers 
of Town), .... 

County Contracts, 

Cleansing, 

Eastern Sewerage District, . 

Central Sewerage District, . . 

Fire Engine (Carriage), 

Repairs to Streets, Footpaths, Channels, &c. 

R. M'Clatchey, to meet Advances, 

Balance due by Treasurer, . . 

„ by James Hall, • . 


14 17 

6 

13 17 

8 

1 S 

6 

0 6 


11 10 


1 12 

1 

1 1 

10 

4 16 

Gi 

1 11 

H 

6 3 

11 

21 3 

0 

4 S 

2 

1 4 

0 

2 11 

0 

4 16 

1 

202 15 

0 

6 4 10 

1 12 

0 

4 19 

2 

5 O 

0 

8 5 

8 


9 10 C| 
7 15 Oi 


5 14 U 
0 IS 6 
3 14 11 
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APPENDIX No. 2. 
DUNDALK. 


Dundalk. 


Towns Improvement Act, 1854. Population, 11,377. Rateable Value of Property, £19,801. 


Town Commissioners, appointed under Towns Improvement Act. 


Town Commis- 
sioners. 


Names and Occupation. 

Middle Ward. 

Edward H. MacArdle, J.P., Chairman, Brewer 
Patrick Hanratty, Spirit Grocer, 

Nicholas Byrne, do., 

Peter Sellars, Woollenfiraper, . 

Owen O'Hare, Ironmonger, - - . 

Seatown Ward. 

Joseph Darrell, Ship Owner, . 

James Carroll, General Grocer, 

John Hamill, Fowl Dealer, . . . . 

James Oakes, Coal and Salt Merchant, . 


Rateable 

Value. 


£ s. 
U2 15 
29 10 
27 10 
48 0 
34 0 


58 0 
77 10 
23 10 
133 0 


Names and Occupation. 


Michael Hamill, Spirit Grocer, . . 

Edward Carlton, Newspaper Proprietor, . 

North Ward. 

Peter Callau, Spirit Grocer, . . 

Terence Hughes, Grocer and Spirit Dealer, 
Eugene K. Doherty, do., 

South Ward. 

Peter M ‘Mahon, Grocer and Spirit Dealer, 
John Ward, Leather Merchant, 

James Murfagh, £50 Preeholder. 


Rateable 
Value. 
£ s. 
18 O 
18 0 


24 0 
20 0 


Dundalk, 19tli June, 1877. 


Edward Ferrar, Town Clerk. 


General Balance Sheet of the Dundalk Town Commissioners for the year ending June, 187 6. Abstract «f 

Accounts. 

Ordinary Town Account. 


Balance in favour of Commissioners from year 


For Rates — 

General, at Is. per 
pound, . £837 17 

Library, at Id. do. . 69 16 
Mortgage for Exchange 
Buildings Loan, at 
3d. per pound, . 209 9 


On Account of previous collection, 
Allowance in lien of Rates on 
Government Property, . 
Government allowance towards 
Sanitary Expenses, . . 

For Licences — 

Post Cars, 

Drivers, . 

Slaughter Houses, 

Lodging Houses, 

Dog Licenses, . 


.£1,117 2 9 


For Fines— 

In Borough Court, .£16 19 2 
In Petty Sessions Court, 10 3 3 

For Incidentals — 

Harbour Board, Light- 
ing Quay Lamps, . £36 0 0 
Bank Interest, . 4 13 6 

Stones sold, . .204 


Disbursements. 

£ s. d. £ 

Amount paid during the Tear : — 

General Repairs, .£164 2 0 
Cleansing and Watering, 78 4 5 

Lighting, . • 578 10 5 

Salaries, . . 182 1 2 

Election Expenses, . 15 17 7 

Planting and Stationery, 29 0 3 
Incidentals, . . 13 1 10 

Sanitary Expenses, . 49 11 1 

Pump Repairs, . 10 10 0 

e 1 1 10(1 lft 9 


Mortgage Rate, as follows: — 

Amount Collected, . 210 2 3- 
Government allowance 

in hen of Rate, . 13 0 6 

223 2 9 


Free Library Committee- 
Rate Collected and 
allowance due them, . . 74 7 7 


Balance in favour of Commissioners, 




9 1 
1 0 


£1,660 10 1 


Assets. 

Above Balance in Bank, . - 

Balance of Rates uncollected, viz. : — 

Arrears per last Account, - £48 6 4 

Rates for year to June, 1376, . 1,190 8 4 


Deduct amount collected as above, 

Harbour Commissioners — Lighting 
Quay Lamps for one year to 17th 
May, 1876, • 


1,238 14 8 
1,120 12 1 
118 


. 36 

2 Z 2 


2 7 
0 0 
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Exchange Buildings Account. 


Receipts. 

Balance in favour of Trustees from year ending 
June, 1875, ..... 

Amount of Mortgage Rate from 
Town Account, 

Rents — 1 year, to May, 1876, 

Great Hall and Minor Hall, 

Corn Stands, 

Newsroom, 


£223 2 
161 10 
51 13 
15 15 


Liabilities. 

Balance of Debt secured by Town Debentures — 
John Neville, 10 Debentures, 

T. Connick and others, 6 Debentures, . 
Henry Foi-tescue, 4 Debentures, 


Disbursements. 


Amount of Debentures, Nos. 20 & 21, 
paid 24th March, 1876, 

Interest on Debentures, 

Newsroom, 

Gas, 

Coals, . 

Repairs and Incidentals, 

Taxes, 

Insurance, 

Secretary, 

Housekeeper, . 


Balance in favour of Trustees, 


Above Balance in Bank, 


Edward TT. MacArdle, Chairman. 
Edward Eeurar, Town Clerk. 


Apr. No. 3. 


APPENDIX No. 3. 

ARDEE. 


Towns Improvement (Ireland) Act, 1854. Number of Commissioners, 9. Number of Burgesses 144 
Population in 1871, 2,972. Acreage witliin Municipal Boundary, 1,158a. 2r. 38p. Rateable value— 
Houses, £2,285 ; Land, £1,673. Borough Bate of Is. in the pound. 


" Town Commissioners. 

Name. Occupation. 

1. Anthony Smith, Chairman, . Apothecary. 

2. Peter Hickey, . . . Hotel Keeper and Wine 

Merchant. 

3. Thomas Dolan, . . . General Merchant. 

4. James Halpenny, . . . Farmer. 


5. Michael Halpenny, 

6. Andrew Byrne, . 

7. Patrick Markey, . 

8. Patrick Callan, 

9. Peter Halpenny, . 


Occupation. 

Miller. 

Baker. 

Bank Manager. 
Medical Doctor. 
Draper. 


Accounts. 0 * Abstract of ** Accounts of the Town Commissioners of Ardee for the year ended the 30th April, 1S76, 
showing the Receipts and Expenditure under the several heads during- that period. 


e Receipts : 
Receipts. 
Nature of Receipt. 


To Rates, ...... 

„ Rents, 

„ Dog Tax, 

„ Petty Sessions Pines for Drunkenness, 


several heads during- that period. 

Expenditure. 

Nature of Expenditure. 

By Balance due to Treasurer at commencement of the 
year, ........ 

„ Salaries: — 

Town Clerk, . . £12 0 0 

Caretaker of Shambles, 3 0 0 

£15 0 0 

„ Collector's Poundage, . . . 6 S 4 

„ Lighting — Paid Gas Company, . . 55 0 0 

„ Rents — 

Market House, . ■ .£988 

Shambles, . . . 8 li 8 

Governors of Erasmus 
Smith’s Schools, . 26 9 1 

Quit Rent, . . . 1 8 11 


,, Taxes— 

Poor Rate, . . . £ 

County Cess, 

Income Tax, 

, New Water Cart, 

, Town Clock, . 

, Printing and Stationery, . 

, Preparation of Rate Book, 

, Cost of Audit, . 

, Interest charged by Treasurer, 

, Miscellaneous Expenses, . 


Total Expenditure, 


Balance in bands of Treasurer at close of the year, 


Total Receipts, .... 253 5 
1 certify the foregoing to be a true abstract of the Receipts and Expenditure of the Town Commissioners of 
Ardee for the year ended the 30th April, 1876. 

Dated this 22nd day of August, 1876. 

Thos. Collot, Auditor. 
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APPENDIX No. 4. 

KELLS. 

Towns Improvement Act, 1854. Population, 2,953. Debt, £1,000. 


Kells. 


Names, and Occupation 


1. Gustavus Tuite Dalton, j.p., . 

2. John Ffolliott, Woollendrnpcr, 

3. James Killeen, j.p., 

4. Michael Freeman. Auctioneer, 

5. Farrell Tully, Spirit Grocer, 

6. James Cahill, Apothecary, . 

7. Patrick Maguire, Spirit Grocer, 
g. Andrew Doyle, Builder, 


Town Commissioners. 


Valuation of 
Premises. 
£ s. d. 

. 70 0 0 
. 52 0 0 
48 0 0 
. 45 0 0 

. 32 0 0 
. 30 0 0 
. 25 0 0 
. 25 0 0 


Names, and Occupation. 


Valuation of 
Premises. 


£ s. d. 

9. Richard J. Halton, K.D., . . . . 18 10 0 

10. Samuel M. Ivellett, Grazier and Farmer, . 17 0 0 

11. Joshua Clare, do., . 17 0 0 

12. James Brady, Woollendraper, . . . 16 10 0 

13. John Torm ay, Coach Builder, . . . 16 0 0 

14. John Hoey, Spirit Grocer, . . . . 13 10 0 

15. George Mullen, do., . . . . 12 0 0 


John Norris, Town Clerk. 


Town Commis- 
sioners. 


Letter fi-om Mr. Collot, Local Government Auditor, to the Town Clerk of Ivells, relative to 
proposed advance of £1,200 to the Town Commissioners hy their Bankers. 


Letter from 
Mr. Collot. 


11th January, 1877. 

Sir, — I received this morning your letter of 9tli 
instant, requesting me to name a day .on which I 
would receive a deputation from the Town Commis- 
sioners of Kells relative to the information I require 
as to the expenditure for permanent improvements on 
the lands of Loyd, and stating that the deputation 
will present me with an abstract of the expenditure, 
and show me that the rental has been greatly im- 
proved thereby. 

In reply I desire to state that I shall be in the 
office of the Local Government Board, Custom House, 
Dublin, on Tuesday next, from 11 to 12 o’clock, 
when I shall be happy to meet any of the Commis- 
sioners if they wish to see me. At the same time I 
think it will not be necessary for them to do so. If 
they send me an abstract, and showing the amount 


expended on the lands of Loyd under the several 
heads of “ drainage,” “fencing,” &c., &c., in regard to 
which the debt to their treasurer has been incurred, 
certified by the Chairman and two other of the Town 
Commissioners and yourself as correct, I think X shall 
be enabled thereby to allow the amount to be shown 
in the accounts, as a loan at yearly interest, provided 
that a sinking fund be established for the gradual 
extinction of the debt, in accordance with the require- 
ments of the Towns Improvement Act, or the debt 
reduced yearly, as the funds of the township will 
admit. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

Thomas Collot. 

To Mr. John Norris, Town Clerk, 

Kells. 


Abstract of the Accounts of the Town Commissioners of Kells for the Year ended the 3rd 
showing the Receipts and Expenditure under the several heads during that period. 


May, ] 


Nature of Receipt. 

To Balance in hands of Treasurer at commencement 
of year, . 

To Balance in hands of former Town Clerk, 

Rent3 — In hands of former Clerk and 

Collector, . • £101 17 3 

Arrears, . . - 167 6 31- 

Rental for the year, . 1,205 12 6 

Dog Tax, 


Nature of Expenditure. 

By Salaries, 

Clothing for Steward and Workmen, 
Cleansing, 

Labour, 

Lighting, 

Paving, 

Rent, . 

Taxes— Poor Rate, . 

County Cess, 

Tithe Rent, . 

Income Tax,. 


Hay Seed and Oats, . 

Printing and Stationery, 

Election Expenses, 

Coal for Town Hall, . 

Cost of Audit, 

Law costs, 

Miscellaneous Expenses, 

Repayment of Loan on Promissory Note, 


Nature of Receipt. 


0 14 10J 

1 l 


Expenditure. 
Amount. 


12 11 10 
23 0 74 
'7 17 C 


Amount. 
£ s. d. 
3S 15 3 


Nature of Expenditure. 

Discount of Promissory Notes and Interest on 
Overdrafts, . • : • 

Promissory Note not met, charged to Commis- 
sioners/ 7 16 2 

Disallowed by Auditor, . • • 33 14 4 

Total Expenditure, £1,604 12 6 J 

Rent uncollected at close of year, £67 14 104 
„ Declared irrecoverable, . 74 14 5 

,, Deduction allowed for lick 

cattle, . • 22 1 8 

Balance in hand of present 

Clerk and Collector, . 0 15 9 

Balance in hand of former 
Clerk and Collector, Mr. B. 

Commiskev, . . 128 18 5 

294 5 1£ 

21 8 0J 
£L,920 0 


I certify tie foregoing to be a true abstract of tie Beceipts and Expenditure of tie Town Coimniraioners of 
Kells for the year ended the 3rd May, 1876. 

Dated tbia 18th day of November, 1876. Thouis ConiOT, local Government Anditor. 
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Kells. 

Lands and 
Tenements 
of which 
Leases have 


List of Lands or Tenements the Property of the Corporation of which Leases have fallen in sine 
1840, Names of Parties to whom relet, the Rents and Terms for which Leases made, and the Rate 
able value of each on Griffith’s Valuation, stating if any of the parties to whom Leases were made 
were at the time, or before, or since, Members or Officers of the Corporation, or in any instance 
nearly related to such. J 


Denomination of 
Lands or Tenements 
of which Leases liaro 
been made since 1840. 

Names of Persons to 


Term of Lease. 

Griffith's 

Valuation. 

Whether 

Members of Corporation or Officer 
or nearly related. ’ 

s' 0 0 

S 2 28 
5 15 
2 1 30 

Marquess of Ileadfort, 
Cornelius Gavin, 

Mary M'Canu, . 

Jane Crosbie, . 

£ s. d. 

1C 0 0 
17 7 0 
5 6 3 
5 0 0 

Lease 75 years. 

Lease 31 years, . ; 

No Lease, 

£ c. d 
10 10 0 
18 0 0 
4 10 0 
4 0 0 

Herd of lands. 
Mother-in-law of Herd. 


Maudlin Gardens Premises, &c. 



Kells Gas Company, 
Francis Smith, . ’ . 
Patrick Maguire, 

4 0 0 

0 S 4?J 

Salary as Steward, 
No Lease, 

60 0 0 
2 15 0 
0 7 C 

House and Garden. 


Farrell Tully, . . . | 

0 11 1 j 

No Lease, . . j 

0 7 G 

Commissioner. 


N . B. — The Marquess of Heaclfort’s lease, the term of which was to commence on 1st May, 1 854, for 75 year ; 
has not yet been executed, but the Town Commissioners are still willing that the lease should be perfected. 
Lease from Marquess of Headfort of Gas works and gardens commenced 3rd October, 1859, for 91 yearn. 
Cornelius Gavin’s lease commenced on 1st November, 1865, for 31 years. 


APPENDIX No. 5. 

NAAS. 

Towns Improvement Act, 1854. Number of Commissioners, 9. Population, 3,660. Rateable value, £473. 
Area governed by Town Commissioners, 1 mile and a half. Rate, 1876, Is. in the pound. Burial rate, 1873, 8 il. 


Apr. No. 5 
Naas. 


Town Conunis- 


Town Commissioners. 


„ Rateable Value of 

X amc and Occupation. Houses anil Lands 

u own ccupaum. 

Robert S. Hayes, J.P., Chairman, Apothecary 

and Coroner, 23 0 0 

I-Ieury Sargent, Undertaker and Landholder, . 14 2 0 
Stephen J. Brown, Solicitor, . . . .18 0 0 

Richard H. Tracy, Petty Sessions Clerk and 
Land Agent, 38 0 0 


Kamo and Occupation. 


James Fegan, Merchant, ; 

William Farrell, do 

Joshua S. Cantrell, Pawnbroker, 

William A. Craig, j.p., Banker, 

Richard Treacey, Baker and Landholder, 


Ratcablo Value of 
Houses and Lands 
in o«m Occupation. 

. 18 0 0 
. 27 10 0 
. 20 0 0 
. 35 0 0 
. G7 8 0 


Abstract of 
Accounts. 


Abstract of the Accounts of the Receipts and Expenditure of the Town Commissioners of Naas for the Year 
ending 30th April, 1876. 


Receipts. 


To Balance in favour of Commissioners at end 
of previous year, 

Dues at Potato Market, . £18 6 94 

„ Butter Market, . 13 19 0J 

„ Ouncil, . . 42 15 OJ 

Tolls at Fairs, .... 

Fines and Penalties imposed in Commis- 
sioners' Court, ■ . . 

Fines received from Petty Sessions Court, 

Licenses for Hackney Cars and Drivers, . 

Rents for use of Town Hall, 

Grazing of Fair Green, 

Dog License Duty, 

Contribution in lieu of Rates on Govern- 
ment Property from Her Majesty’s 
Government, .... 

Gas Receipts, .... 

Fractions overlodged, • . - . 

Balance due to Hibernian Bank, . 


£ s. d. 

61 19 7i 


75 0 104 
28 7 0| 

43 7 5 
4 7 0 

13 17 0 
33 19 0 
11 0 0 
10 12 10 


4 8 0 
0 15 0 
0 0 2 
25 4 11 


Expenditure. 


By Salaries, Wages, &c., viz. : 

Town Clerk, . . ,£30 0 0 

Weighmnsters, . . 37 0 0 

Town Sergeant, . . 10 0 0 

Market Porters, . . 6 17 4 


Uniform Clothing for Town Sergeant, 
Printing, Stationery, and Advertising, 

Gas for Public Lamps and Town Hall, 
Election Expenses, 

Local Government Board for Audit, 

Rent and Taxes of Town Hall and Fair 
Green, ..... 
Repairs of Town Hall and Premises, 

Fuel for Town Hall, 

Incidentals, . . 

Disallowed by Auditor, 


£ 


83 

5 
14 
30 

6 

5 

48 

105 

3 

7 


s. d. 


17 4 
3 6 

18 7 
1 0 

15 8 
5 0 


12 5} 
12 0 
18 0 
14 10 
1 0 


I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true abstract of the accounts of the receipts and expenditure of the 
lown Commissioners of Naas for the year ended 30th April, 1876, as audited by George W. Finlay, esq., 
Local Government Auditor. (Signed), William S. Gray, Town Clerk. 
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APPENDIX No. 6. 
DROGHEDA. 


Drogheda. 


Towns Improvement Act, 1854. Number of Aldermen, 6. Number of Town Councillors, 18. Number 
of Burgesses, 308. Population in 1871, 13,510. Parliamentary Boundary, 5,780a. ; Municipal, 450a. 
Rateable value of property, £27,988. No rate levied. 


Corporation of Drogheda. 


Corporation. 


Kamo, and Profession or Occupation. 


Rati 
of Pr 
Jiitc 


Aldermen. £ s. 

George Knaggs, Mayor, Gentleman, . .16 15 

Thomas Simcocks, Hotel Proprietor and Mail 
Contractor, . • - . 30 0 

Patrick Casey, j.j?.. Brewer, . . . 166 0 

Patrick Ternan, J.r., Corn Merchant, . . 221 0 

R. B. Daly, j.p., Auctioneer, . . . 28 0 

John Chadwick, j.p., Gentleman, . . 85 0 


d. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


Town Councillors. 

James Curtis, Pawnbroker, . . . 30 0 0 

Walter Kelly, Publican, . . . . 42 0 0 

Thomas Brady, Pawnbroker, . . . 42 0 0 

Richard Moore, Publican, . . . 21 10 O 

John Mangan, Publican, . . . . 30 o O 


Kamc, and Profession or 


Occupation. 


Patrick Reilly, Publican, 

Thomas Connolly, Builder, 

James M'Geown, Horse Dealer, . 
Robert May, Egg Merchant, 

Robert J. Kelly, sr.n., . . . 

John Farrell, Poor Rate Collector, 
Michael Cullen, Balter, . 

Laurence Branagan, Traffic Manager, 
Packet Company, Drogheda, . 

Henry Douglas, Corn Merchant, . 
William Whitworth, m.p.. Merchant, 
Laurence Moore, Gentleman, 

Nicholas Leech, Publican, 

George Butterly, Auctioneer, 


Rateabio Valuo 




15 0 0 
107 10 0 
52 0 0 

12 0 0 
30 0 0 
20 0 0 


Letter from Mr. Collot, Local Government Auditor, to the Town Clerk of Drogheda. 


13, Herbert-road, Snndymount, 

Dublin, 7tli March, 1877. 

Sir, I forward herewith, to be laid before the 

Mayor and Council of the Corporation of Drogheda, a 
copy of my report to the Local Government Board on 
my audit of the Corporation accounts for the year 


ended 31st August, 1S76, together with a copy of the 
abstract therein referred to. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

Thomas Collot, L.G. Auditor. 
To James Ivilleen, Esq., Town Clerk, Drogheda. 


13, Herbert-road, 6th March, 1S77. 

Gentlemen, — I have the honor to report that I 
have audited the accounts of the Corporation of 
Drogheda for the year ended 31st August, 1876, and 
I forward an abstract showing the receipts and ex- 
penditure for that period. 

The total receipts from all sources during the year 
amounted to £3,711 9s. 7 hi., making with a balance 
of £149 3s. 10A to the credit of tile Corporation at the 
commencement of the year, a total of £3,860 13s. 5 id. 
The total expenditure amounted to £3,621 17s. 04 A, 
leaving a net balance in favor of the Corporation at 
close of the year amounting to £238 16s. 5 d., or, ns 
shown by the abstract, £251 3s. Id. due by the 
Hibernian Bank, less £12 7s. 2d. due to the Treasurer. 

Since the 1st January, 1876, the entire of the petty 
sessions and court fines for all offences, save excise, 
customs, and militia fines, have been paid over to the 
credit of the Corporation, amounting for quarter ended 
31st March to £50 2s. 8 A, and quarter ended 30th 
June £42 7s. 9 d. The total amount is shown on the 
abstract. 

The state of the collection of the rents of the 
Corporate property is thus shown : — 

£ s. d. 

Arrears, 1st September, '75, . . • 809 10 S 

Omitted as irrecoverable, . . . 1 9 II 

808 0 9 

Rental for year, ..... 3,378 16 1 

£4,186 16 10 

Received, 3,233 11 8 

Remaining, 31st August, '76, • £953 5 2 

It appears from the above that the arrears of rent 
have increased from £809 10s. 8 d. to £953 5s. 2d . — 
showing the necessity for more exertion in the collection 
of the rental. . This is the more necessary, as it may 


be seen that on the expenditure side of the abstract 
there is a charge of £13 18s. by the bank as interest 
on overdrawn account. This charge has hitherto been 
made and allowed, although considered as of very 
doubtful legality; but, in accordance with the legal 
opinion forwarded in your letter of November last, I 
have stated that such a charge is not a legal expenditure 
of the town funds, and will not be allowed after the 
present date. 

I have disallowed, under the head of Salaries, the 
sum of £30, portion of the salary of £130 per annum 
paid to. Mr. Greene, engineer. This salary lias been 
paid to him since his appointment in June, 1871 — 
at £50 as Surveyor and Inspector, and £80 as Sworcl 
Bearer. It has, however, recently come to my know- 
ledge that Mr. Greene is only in receipt of £100, 
the difference — £30— being paid over by the treasurer 
to a Mr. Cogan, who held the appointment prior to 
Mr. Greene. This appeared to me to be a very 
irregular proceeding, b e i n g an indirect and illegal 
mode of superannuating Mr. Cogan — the power of 
superannuation given to the Corporation, under the 
Act 32 and 33 "Vic., c. 79, not having been acted on 
by a direct minute to that effect — and I accordingly 
held that the true amount of Mr. Greene’s salary was 
only £100, and that the difference — £30 — was not a 
legal charge upon the funds of the town, and I 
surcharged the amount to the Town Councillors who 
by their signatures to the cheques authorized the 
payment. 

I have the honour to he, Gentlemen, 

Your obedient servant, 

Thomas Collot. 

To the Local' Government Board, Dublin. 
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Abstract of the Accounts of the Corporation of Drogheda for the Year ended the 31st Au<mst IR-r 
showing the Receipts and Expenditure under the several heads during that period. ° ’ 16 - 
Receipts. 


Nature of Receipt. 

To Balance due by Hibernian Bank at 
niencement of the year, . 

Balance in hands of Treasurer, 
Amount of Bents Received £ 
and Lodged, . . 3,233 

Received from Public Cranes, 150 

Bridge Committee, . 225 

On account of Petty Ses- 
sions and Court Fines, . 92 1 

From Government — 


Balance due to Treasu 


r at close of the 


Expenditure. 

Nature of Expenditure. 

By Income Tax paid or allowed to 

Tenants by Treasurer, . 24 3 

Less amount allowed to 

Treasurer, . . 5 10 


Poor Rate allowed to Tenants 
by Treasurer, . . 1 

Less amount allowed to 
Treasurer, 


On Corporate Buildings, . 15 9 f 
County Cess, 

Rents paid, . . . 

Paving, including Labour and Materials, ! 
Lighting:— Paid Gas Company, 200 0 f 
„ Lamps, &c. . . 27 1 1 ] 


Mayor, 
Treasurer, 
Town Clerk, 
Engineer, . 
Sergeant at 


Bellman, Caretakers, &c. 
Sanitary Officers : — 
Executive, 
Consulting, . 

Sub- Sanitary, 
Disallowed by Auditor, 

Pensions : — 

Blue School, 

Male and Female Schools, 
F. Evans, . 


Clothing for Town Sergeant, Watchmen, &c. 
Care of Town Clock, 

Vicars Choral, 

Watch Establishment, 

Painting and Repairs, 

Pumps and Water Supply, . 

Sewers, .... 
Printing, Stationery, and Postage, 
Municipal Expenses, 

Interest on Bonds, . 440 4 6 

,, Overdrawn Account, 13 18 0 


10 0 0 


43 7 7 
190 8 10 
151 16 11 
58 12 5 
3S5 2 5 
92 17 6 
9 6 0- 


Insurance of Public Buildings, 

Fuel, .... 
Local Government Board for Audit, 
Compensation for Loss of Horse, . 
Miscellaneous, 

Total Expenditure, 


1 certify the foregoing to be a true abstract of the Receipts and Expenditure of the Corporation of 
Drogheda for the year ended the 31st August, 1876. 

Dated this 6th day of March, 1877. 

Compared with Original, 16th March, 1877. 

James Killeen, Town Clerk. 


Thomas Collot, Local Government Auditor. 


App. No. 7. 
Enniskillen. 


APPENDIX No. 7. 

ENNISKILLEN. 

33 and 34 Vic., cap. 143. Number of Commissioners, 21. Population in 1871, 5,836. Acreage within 
the Municipal Boundary, 129a. Rateable value, £10,907. Improvement Rate, 2s. in the £ 1 . 


Town Commis- 


Jeremiali Jordan, Chairman, 
William Carson, 

James Coalter, j.p., 

Thomas R. Whitley, 

J ohn Maguire, 

John Molyneux, . . 

George Willis, . . 

George Darragh, . 

Edward Gamble, 


Enniskillen Town Commissioners. 


Occupation. 


Merchant, 

Gentleman, 

Merchant, 

Do., 

Do., 

Do., 

Hotel Keeper, 
Merchant, 
Do., 


Rated at 
£ 3. d. 
23 0 0 
20 0 0 
32 0 0 
G5 0 0 

36 10 0 
45 0 0 
70 0 0 
El 0 0 

37 0 0 


James Kenny, 
William Teele, 
Thomas Gordon, 
James M‘Elgunn, 
William Trimble, 
Anthony Cassidy, 
Thomas Plunkett, 
Edward M'Nulty, 


Occupation. 

Merchant, 

Do., 

Do., 

p P 0 ’> 

Merchant, 

Do., 

Do., 


Rated at 
£ s. d. 
35 0 0 
50 0 0 
65 0 0 
25 0 0 
35 0 0 
78 15 0 
38 0 0 
38 0 0 
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Abstract of the Accounts of the Town Commissioners of Enniskillen for the Year ended the 31st July, 1876, Apr. No. 


showing the Receipts and Expenditure under the several heads during that period. 


Enniskillen. 
Abstract of 
Accounts. 


Receipts, 


Nature of Receipt. 

To Cash in bands of Town Clerk, . 

Borough Improvement Rate, collected and 
lodged, 

„ Water Rate, 

Water Rents : — 

From Portora Royal School, 

„ Model School, 

„ Great Northern Rail- 
way Company, 

,, County Infirmary, . 

„ Military Authorities, 

„ Other, Contractors, 


„ Rents: — 

From Tenants who pay half- 

yearly, . . 563 13 0 

„ Tenants who pay weekly 

and monthly, . 102 3. 6 

„ Parties hiring the Large 

Room in Town Hall, . 41 1 6 


20 0 0 
18 0 0 

90 0 0 
12 0 0 
60 0 0 
24 14 6 


Amount. 
£ s. d. 

40 0 0 

966 0 2 
795. 7 0 


Nature of Receipt 

To Amount received from Enniskillen Gas Com- 
pany for Town Commissioners’ interest in Gas 
Works and site thereof, 

,, Fines in, Borough Court, . , 

„ Dog License Duty, .... 
„ Government Contribution, in lieu of Rates (2 
years), . .. 

„ Remittance from Local Government Board, on 
account of Salaries of Sanitary Officers, 

„ Cash received for Manure, 

„ „ Works executed by Water- 

works Caretaker, . 

„ „ Gravel, 

„ „ Interest on deposit of £1,000, 

„ „ Old Harness, 

„ „ Sanitary Improvements ef- 

fected by Town Commis- 
sioners, 

,, Amount refunded by Sanitary Officer on account 
of payment made to him in error, . 

„ Balance due Treasurer, 


Amount. 
£ i. d. 


1,000 0 0 
9S 19 0 
13 15 5 

77 2 0 

22 13 4 
28 3 0 

9 5 2 
0 12 0 
9 3 6 
0 15 0 


17 12 S 

5 0 0 
164 8 11 


Nature of Expenditure 

By Balance due Treasurer, 

„ Salaries, &c.: — 

Borough Surveyor, one year, to 
81st July, 1876, 

Town Clerk, do. . 

Do. for preparation of lists 
of Parliamentary voters, 

Town Sergeants, . 

Do. for Clothipg, . 
Rate Collector, Fees, &c„ 


17 5 


, Town Improvements; Repair of Streets, Eoot- 
ways, &c. : — 

Brooke-street and Willoughby- 
place, .. 

Mill-street, 

Footway at R. C. Church, 

Henry- street, 

Water-street, 

Strand-street, &c., 

Gas-street, Frith-alley, &c., 

Belmore-street, 

Forthill-street, 

Works at “ Round O, 

Hall'8-lane, 

Materials for General Repairs, 

Repair of Streets under Contract, 265 
Repair of Workmen’s Implements, ’ 
Sundries, ...... 


r. Waterworks: — 

Salary of Caretaker, 

Wages of Assistants, 

Public Works Loan Commis- 
sioners — Instalment of Loan 
and Interest, . 

Water Gauge, including Setting,. 

&c., .... 

Removal and Repair of Street 
Fountains, 

Gravel for Walk at Gortmesson 
Tank, .... 
Quicks for Hedge, and Works at 
Tank, .... 


59 12 3 
4 3 6 

2 17 9 
19 13 3 

3 4 11 


1 9 1.1\ 


, Lighting: — 

Public Lamps, 
Church Clock, 


34. 9 

.0 

5 8 

0 

647 10 

0 

4 11 

9 . 

3 4 

2i 

2 2 

0* 

4 10 

5 

217 2 

a 

4 0 

0 , 


Nature of Expenditure. 

B.y Sanitary Expenses : — 

Salaries of Sanitary Officers (15 
months, to 31st July, 1876), 
Repair of Barrack Sewer, 

Flushing of Sewers, 

Sewer Traps and Setting, 

Pipes for Wesley-street, . 
Other'Works, 

„ Sweeping and Cleansing : — 

Sweeper and Scraper, including. 

carriage of same, . . 

Wages, Fodder for Horses, &c., . 

,, Town Hall : — 

Erection of Shed in Yard, 

Repairs, . 

Insurance, 

Gas Light, 

. Fuel, 

„ Fire Engine: — 

Storage and Repair of Engine, . 
Drying and Repairing Hose, 

„ Public Works Commissioners : — 

Instalment of Loan of £4,000, and 
Interest thereon, 



147 12 
87 10 
2 10 


In Reduction of Debt, 


.1,000 0 0 


, Clerk of Union : — 

Copy of Rate Book, . 

, Printing and Stationery, . 

, Law Expenses, .... 

,, Rates and Taxes, including Tilhe-rentcharge, 
, Repair of Houses and Stalls, 

„ Interest charged by Treasurer, . 

, Miscellaneous, including Postage, . 

„ Gash in hands of Town Clerk, 


4 17 1 
47 18- 4 : . 
17 1 34 
9 14 4 


I certify the foregoing to be a true abstract of the Receipts and Expenditure of the Town Co mmi ssioners of 
E nniski llen for the year ended the 31st July, 1876. 

Dated this 13th day of February, 1877. Edward J. Browne; Auditon. 
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Enniskillen. 
Lands and 
Tenements o 
which Lease 
have fallen i 


App. No. 8. 
Londonderry. 


Corporation. 


S58 LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND TAXATION INQUIRY COMMISSION (IRELAND). 

List of Lands and Tenements, tlie property of the Corporation, of which Leases have fallen in since 1840 • 
names of Parties to whom relet, the Rents and Terms for which Leases were made, aud the rateable valu ' 
of each, on Griffith’s Valuation, stating if any of the Parties to whom Leases were made, were at tl 
f time, or before, Members or Officers of the Corporation, or related to such. 



ST. man „T 



Griffith’s Vat- 













nearly related. 



£ S. d. 


£ s. d 


House and tenement, Gas-street, . 

William Armstrong, . 

8 10 0 

31 years, . . 



Do. Tonystiek, . 

William Arthur, 

1 10 0 




Garden, Forthill-street, 

Richard Ball, . 

4 17 10 

75 years, . 

30 0 0 


Tenement and garden, Tonystiek, 

John Collura, . 

16 0 0 

Do., 


Commissioner. 

Stripe of land, Tonystiek, . 

Do 

2 0 0 

Do., 



House in Belmore-street, 

Do., 

6 15 2 

Do., 



House and tenement, Belmore-street, . 

Do., 

4 0 0 

Do., 



Two houses in Paget-street, 

William Cooney, 

10 10 0 

31 years, . 



Building ground, Belmore-street, 

James Dram, . 

6 3 9 

75 years, . 

20 0 0 


Fair green, 

Earl of Enniskillen, . 

34 10 0 

Do., 



House and tenement, Belmore-street, . 

George Frith, . 

6 0 0 

Do., 



Do. do., 

William Frith, . 

2 0 0 

Do., 



Land in Kilnaloo, .... 

Robert Hueston, 

24 8 0 

3 lives, or 61 years 



House and tenement, Forthill-street, . 

George Irvine, . 

5 0 0 

75 years,. . 

34 0 0 


Do. Belmore-street, . 

James Jeffers, . 

8 0 0 

Do., 



lloom in Town Hall, .... 

George Kittson, 

10 0 0 




House and Tenement, Belmore-street, . 

John Kernau, . 

5 13 9 




Do. do., 

Do., 

3 13 9 

Do., 



Do. Tonystiek, . 

Thomas Liddy, 

1 0 0 

Do., 



Land iu Tonystiek, 

John Lemon. Date of lease, 

3 0 0 

31 years, . 

6 0 0 








Building ground, Tonystiek, 

John Lemon. Date of lease. 

13 1 8 

75 years, . . 

104 0 0 








Garden ia Mill-street, .... 

George Loury, . 

3 10 0 

— 

— 

Neither a Com- 






missioner nor 

Lands in Kilnaloo, .... 

James Maguire, 

23 0 0 


. 


House and tenement, Forthill-street, . 

Mathew M ‘Donnell, . 

4 9 6 




Land, Forthill-street, .... 

Do., 





House and tenement, Belmore-street, . 

Joseph Tickell, . 

6 15 0 

Do., 



Do. do., 

William Trimble, 

1 0 10 




Building ground, Tonystiek, 

William Coalter, 

At rate of 

Do., 

17 0 0 














Do. do,, 

John Stewart, . 

At rate of 

Do., 

38 0 0 




2s. Ud. per 






foot, front- 






age. 




•Note.— N ora 

cans of arriving at the answer in 

omo instanocs, to 

the query hero asked.— J. C. 



To the best of my knowledge and belief, I certify that the above is correct. 

John Cleland, Town Clerk. 


APPENDIX No. 8. 


LONDONDERRY. 

3rd & 4th Tie., cap. 108. Number of Corporation, 24. Number of voters at Municipal Elections, 697. 
Population, 24,830. Acreage witliin Municipal Boundary, 497a. Rateable value— Houses, £60,763 ; Lands, 
£1,173 — total, £61,936. Improvement Rate, 4s. in the pound. Debt, £41,731. Number of persons rated at 
£4 and up to £12, 2,000 ; £12 and upwards, 1,392. 


Corporation of the City of Londonderry. 


Name*, aud Occupation or Profession. Valuation. 

£ j . d. 

Mayor. 

Sir William Idler, Knt., m.b., Physician and Surgeon, 26 10 0 


Aldermen. 

Henry Darcus, j.p., Gentleman, 108 16 0 

Bartholomew JPCorkell, j.p., Merchant, . . . 491 0 0 

Joseph Ewing Miller, m.d., j.p., Physician, . . . 50 10 0 

Samuel Gilliland, j.p., Merchant, .... 440 10 0 

William M'Cartar, j.p., Ditto, .... 250 0 0 

Sir Edward Reid, Knt., j.p., Ditto, . . . . 160 0 0 

Councillors. 

John Cooke, Merchant, 270 0 0 

William Thompson, j.p., Merchant 220 0 0 

William Dysert Porter, j.p., Tobacconist, . . . 125 0 0 


Names, and Occupation or Profession. Valuation. 

£ i. d. 

William John Foster, j.p., Tanner, .... 130 0 0 

James Corscaden, Merchant, 300 0 0 

Charles O’Neill, Ditto,,. ... . . . 130 0 0 

Matthew M'Cldland, j.p., Builder and Contractor, . 450 0 0 
Abraham Harvey Stewart, Gentleman, . . . 185 0 0 

Robert Hamilton, Merchant, . . . . . 200 0 0 

William M'Learn, Ditto, . ... . . 180 10 0 

Heury Richardson Darcus, Physician and Surgeon, . 29 0 0 

Alexander M'Elwee, Builder and Contractor, . . . 185 0 0 

Henry Lecky, j.p., Merchant, 835 0 0 

Thomas O'Hanlon, Ditto, 51 0 0 

Samuel Bell, Cutler and Surgical Instrument Maker, .85 0 0 

Robert M’Vicker, j.p., Merchant Tailor, . . . 120 0 0 

Etbens De Toman zie, Indian Dector, . . . . 18 0 0 
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Abstract of the Accounts of the Corporation of the City of Londonderry for the year ended the 
31st of August, 1876, showing the Receipts and Expenditure under the several heads during that period. 


Receipts. 

To Balance at 3 1st August. 1875, 

„ Amount of Borough Rate, 

„ Miscellaneous Receipts, 

„ Streets and Roads, 

„ Cemetery, .... 

„ Corporation Hall, . 

Gunpowder Magazine, . 

„ Markets, .... 

„ Pipe Water, .... 

„ Balance 


£ t. d. 
405 3 1 

10,850 19 3 
1,705 18 2 
26 0 8 
204 16 3 
89 8 0 
11,250 0 0 
29 14 0 
2,394 8 0 
125 3 4 
3,634 8 4 


Expenditure. 

£ i. d. 

By Miscellaneous Payments, . . . 909 1 6 

,, Streets and Roads, .... 4,303 15 3 

,, Cemetery 216141 

„ Corporation Hall, 83 1 0 4 

„ Gunpowder Magazine 11 8 0 

„ Interest on Loans, .... 1,829 7 9 

,, Lighting of Public Lamps, . . . 1,740 6 0 

„ Expense of Markets, .... 1,249 9 I 

„ Mortgages repaid, 11,000 0 0 

,, Pipe Water — including purchase of 

Waterworks Lands, . . . . 2,701 5 1 

„ Printing and Stationery, . . . 180 18 2 

,, Salaries, ...... 1,538 1 2 

,, Royal Irish Constabulary — including 

arrears, ...... 4,736 0 6 

„ John Algoe, Treasurer, Interest dis- 
allowed by Auditor, . . . . 216 2 2 


App. No. 8. 

Londonderry. 
Abstract of 
Accounts. 


£30,715 19 


£30,715 19 1 


I certify the foregoing to be a true abstract of the Receipts and Expenditure of the Corporation of Londonderry 
for the year ended the 31st day of August, 1876. 

Dated this 1st day of March, 1877. 

(Signed,) R. Simms, Auditor. 


Report of Consulting Sanitary Officer to Sanitary Committee. 


City of Derry, 5th October, 1875. 

In compliance with the resolution of the sanitary com- 
mittee adopted at its last meeting, that I should submit 
a scheme as to the best means of removing and abating 
nuisances from houses and yards, I beg to offer the 
following, viz. : — 

The most fertile, though by no means the only cause 
of disease in this, as well as in other large towns, is 
the non-removal of human excreta, more particularly 
in thickly populated, and imperfectly drained localities. 
To this may be added, as belonging to the same cate- 
gory, the keeping of animals, especially swine, in 
small yards and close proximity to dwelling-houses. 

Having regard to this evil, the requirements of this 
city are — 

1st. — The construction of privies where they do not 
already exist ; 

2nd. — The alteration and repair of such as are de- 
ficient in construction or condition ; 

3rd. — The keeping of them clean and in proper 
repair, so that they can be used with decency, 
comfort, and safety by both sexes. 

4th. — Properly constructed receptacles for ashes, 
excreta, and other refuse ; 

5th. — Removal of the contents of these at short 
intervals. 

6th. — Drainage and pavement of all yards, so as to 
prevent soakage of slops and foul fluids. 

For several reasons I do not recommend water- 
closets in connexion with the houses of the working 
classes. The expense of erecting, fitting, and keeping 
them in repair is very great ; and, if badly constructed, 
out of order, or deficient in water supply, they become 
an intolerable and dangerous nuisance. Earth closets 
are in the abstract, superior to all others, but are liable 
to the same objection ; a great amount of waste would 
take place with either, and constant inspection, in- 
volving great expense, would he necessary. 

I believe the most efficient, and at the same time 
simple and economical mode of systematically re- 
medying the evil now under consideration, would be 
a modified form of what is usually called the “pail 
system,” which has been adopted with great success in 
some of our very large towns. This may be said to 
consist of a wooden trough or vessel, sufficiently large 


to contain the excreta, ashes, and refuse of the family, 
for (say) a week, and so placed in illation to the privy 
as to receive the excreta which would he absorbed, 
deodorised, and in a great degree disinfected by the 
ashes of the house, daily emptied into the receptacle 
by a simple arrangement. The pail or receptacle must 
be fitted with a lid and handles, and be made of such 
a form as to he easily removable, for the purpose of 
being emptied into the scavenging carts. These 
should call at each house within a specified district at 
an early hour on a fixed day, so that every portion of 
the city would be cleansed weekly. There is little 
doubt that the quantity of rich manure so collected 
would go a long way towards defraying the expense 
incurred, and perhaps leave a margin of profit. 

Should the Corporation carry out this system, it 
would be necessary to have several depots at some 
distance outside the inhabited parts of the city. 

With regal'd to animals, more particulai'ly swine 
(if, unfortunately, the latter are to be allowed within 
the city), special rules approved by the sanitary com- 
mittee, and carried out under the orders of the executive 
sanitary officer, should be made for enforcing cleanli- 
ness, and removal of manure, &c., with a proviso that 
no accumulation should remain longer than a week. 
The law gives ample power to enforce this. 

In copnexion with the words “early hour,” I 
strongly recommend that the street sweeping should 
be done at night, and the sweepings removed in the 
mo rning before the doors and windows of dwelling- 
houses and shops have been opened, and before the 
street traffic makes the operation more difficult and 
less complete. The premises in each district should 
be cleansed on the same morning that its streets are- 
swept. 

By the 54th section of the “ Public Health Act,” it 
is made imperative on the Local Board, “ to see and 
provide that all drains whatsoever, and all water- 
closets, privies, cesspools, and ashpits, are constructed 
and kept so as not to he a nuisance or injurious to 
health,” and by the previous section there is ample 
power given to enforce the construction, of water-closet, 
or privy and ashpit. The means for enforcing this 
are most simple, and are detailed in the several Acts 
bearing on the subject. 

William Browne, m.d., 

Consulting Sanitary Officer- 

S. A 2. 


Report of 
Consulting 
Sanitary 
Officer. 
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Aw. No. S. 


Londonderry. 

Executive 

Sanitary 


Executive Sanitary Officer’s Report on cost of carrying out Consulting Sanitary Officer’s 
Recommendation, dated 5th October. 1876. 


To the Urban Sanitary Committee : 

Gentlemen, — In compliance with your order on 
2nd November last, I herewith submit a report on the 
probable cost of carrying out the recommendation con- 
tained in the consulting sanitary officer’s report, 
dated the 5th October previous. 

That I might be in a position to lay the full facts 
bearing on so important a matter before you, I directed 
the sub-sanitary officers to make a full examination 
into each house within the urban sanitary district, 
and make out statistical returns of each street, and 
which not merely for the present purpose but for 
future reference will be found to be of great value. 

In the summary of returns it appears fliere are 
3,846 houses within the city ; attached to these there 
are 2,188 privies and 878 water-closets ; there are 
997 houses which have no accommodation of either 
water-closet or priyy. 

With the consulting sanitary officer I have gone 
very fully and closely into the probable cost of having 
his suggestions carried out. 

The first of these, viz., the construction of privies 
where they do not already exist, supplying them with 
pails, so as to carry out the pail system, would cost at 
least £6 per house ; this would amount to £5,982. 

Second, the altering and repairs of such as are 
deficient in construction, so as to carry out the pail 
system, of 2,188 privies at £2 each, £4,376. 

Repairs fo pavings of yards, £600. 

Recommendations 3, 4, & 5 include “the peeping. of 
yards and privies clean.” 

Providing a proper receptacle for ashes, excreta, and 
other refuse ; 

And removing. the contents . of .fhe pails at short 
intervals. 

The cost of these of course, would require to be 
borne by the sanitary authority, against which there 
will he tlje value of the manure. 


In the first place there will be required at least 
three depots, which will cost, say, £20 each per 
annum, £60. 

Each house requiring to have the excreta removed 
once a week, and assuming that it will occupy two 
men and one horse and cart for half an hour every 
week, which costs Is. 6<i. 

£ 

The annual cost of, say, 4,000 houses amounts to 5 200 
Total cost per annum, .... 5,260 

Against this will be the value of the manure, which 
estimating 15,000 inhabitants, making allowance for 
those using water-closets, and assuming the value per 
head being os., will amount to £3,752. 

I have examined the difference in cost of .eaiTying 
out the arrangements recommended in paragraph nine, 
viz., cleansing the streets at night, and that at present 
of cleansing them in daylight. 

I don’t think the work could be done at all as 
effectively, and I should say I am below the mark 
when I estimate that night work will cost one-fifth 
more than day work. 

■ At present the cleansing costs £800 per annum ; by 
doing it at night it will cost £960 per annum. 

In a summary of the entire cost to owners making 
preparation for the recommended system, it appears — 


£ 

The cost .will be ■ . . 10,958 

Annual cost of carrying out the cleansing to 

be borne by Corporation, . . 5,340 

Deduct value of manure, provided a market 
.can be obtained, ... 3,752 

Balance, .... 1,588 


.APPENDIX No. 9. 


COLERAINE. 

Towns' Improvement Act, 1854. Number of Commissioners, 15. Population, -6,522. Acreage within the 
Municipal Boundary, 205a. Parliamentary Boundary, . 963a. Rateable Value, £13,109. Debt, £15,760. 
Improvement Rate) Is. in the pound. Rate under Bann Navigation Act, 6 d. in the pound. 


Town Com- 
missioners. 


.Town Commissioners. 


•N. 


lea and Prof^aaioDa. 


Rateable Valuation 
..ol Property bond 
fide in their own 
Occupation. 

£ . t. d. 


i Joseph Guthbert, Chairman,* Leather- Merchant 

and. Tanner, . . . .. , .57 0 0 

Thomas Audrews, Woollen Draper, . . ..{6 0 0 

William Ellis, Coal Merchant and Spirit Grocer, . .49 0 0 

James Shaw Anderson, Woollen Draper, . . 80 0 0 

Samuel M'Comb, Provision Merchant, . . . 45 0 0 

Thomas Hemy, Grocer and Grain Merchant, . 42 0 0 

John Kennedy, Iron Founder, . . . 43 0 0 

Charles Daly, Seed Merchant, . . . . 56 JO 0 


-Rateable -Valuation 
■ Name* and Profession*. yWe^^n^elr^oIni 

Occupation 

£ t. d. 

Matthew Orr, Hotel Keeper, . . . . 40 0 0 

Jam.es Barr, Surgeon, 30 0 0 

. James Gilmour, Watchmaker, . . . , 25 0 0 

, Janies Hamilton Coyle, Architect and Proprietor 

of Steam Saw Mills, . . . ■ . 75 0 0 

- David Baxter, Painter and Glazier, '. .. . 82 0 0 

-George Mooney,, Auctioneer, . . . 41 0 0 

.John. Boyd Graves, Woollen Draper, - • - 33 0 0 

John Mathews, Woollen Draper, . . . . 35 0 0 
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Abstract of the Accounts of the Borough of Coleraine Town Commissioners for the years ended the 17th Ai t. No. !>. 
May, 1876, and 31st December, 1875, showing the Receipts and Expenditure under the several heads during Colerajne 
that period. Abstract of 

( General Account, No. 1,/or the year ended 17 th May, 1876.) 


Receipts. 


Nature of Receipt. 


1876. May 17- 

To Amount received from Tolls and Markets, 
„ on Account of Rents of Land to 
29th September, 1875, 

„ from Collector of General Assess- 
ments, ..... 
„ for use of Town Hall, . 

., Dog Tax and Petty Sessions Fines, 
„ from Local Government Board, . 
,, for use of Fair Hjll and Sundries, 
„ transferred from No. 4 Account 
(Cemetery), .... 
,, transferred from No. 5 Account, 
(Waterworks), for which the 
Commissioners stand indebted to 
the Treasurer, .... 


Amouit. 
£ $. d. 

458 5 8 
936 11 0 

631 1 0 
53 15 0 
30 11 4 
5 0 0 
1 14 0 

124 8 5 


200 4 4 


Expenditure. 


Nature of Expenditure. 


1875. May 17. 

By Balance due to Treasurer, 

1876. May 17. 

By charges on Land, 

Expenses on Markets, .... 
Town Hall — Wages of Caretaker, Coals, 

Rates, &c., 

Wages of Fire Brigade, .... 
Cleansing Streets, ..... 
General Management, including Salary of 
Clerk, Nuisance Inspector, &c., &c., 
Interest paid to Mortgagees, 

Bate Collector’s Fees, .... 
Water Supply, ...... 

Fair Hill, 

Lighting Public Lamps, .... 

Cemetery, ...... 

Street Crossings and Footpaths, 

Sewers, ....... 

Sanitary Operations, .... 

Balance in favour of Commissioners, 


Amount. 
£ j. d. 

384 16 6 

130 18 1 
172 14 4 

121 17 0 
98 15 6 
57 10 0 

207 4 11 
570 16 7 
17 1 7 
108 10 4 
0 1 0 
285 0 0 
101 8 6 
107 5 0 
19 14 4 

47 0 6 

10 16 7 


£2,441 10 


9 


£2,441 10 


9 


I certify the foregoing to be a true abstract of the Receipts and Expenditure of the General Account of the 
Borough Commissioners of Coleraine for the year ended the 17th May, 18/ 6. 

Dated this 19th day of August,' 1876. Simms, Auditor. 


(Gas Account, No. i,for the year ended 17 th May, 1876. )_ 


Receipts. 

Nature of Receipt. 


1875. May 17. 

To Balance, 

1876. May 17- 

Amount from Gas consumers, . 
Town Hall (upper story), 

,, (under story), 

Public Lamps, .... 
Sale of Coke, .... 
Coal Tar and Sundries, . 

Franpis Richje & Son for Coal Tar, 


Amount. 

£ s. d. 

742 18 10 

1,845 6 10 
5 12 6. 
15 15 0 
285 0 0 
153 17 0 
39 18 9, 
3 6 8 


£3,091 15 


7 


Expenditure. 


Nature of Expenditure. 


1876. May 17. 

By GasWorks Account— Amount paid for Coal 
during the year, . . . ■ . . ■ 

Hannah, Donald, & Wilson for repairing 

Gasholder, 

Wages, ....... 

Interest paid Mortgagees, . , , 

Rent, 

Lime, * 

County Cess, ... . • > 

Poor Rate, ... ... 

Town Rate, ... ... 

Income Tax, ... ... 

Sundries — comprising. Clerk’s Salary, Re- 
torts, Freight, &c., 

Plant, 

Balance, • 


Amount. 
£ s. d. 


1,055 6 10 

126 5 11 
386 17 8 
139 10 0 
32 5 4 

23 18 4 
15 12 4 
8 17 0 
8 17 0 
4 3 4 

282 6 9 
155 11 10 
852 3 3 


£3,091 15 


7 


■River Bann Account, No. 3, for the year ended 31st December, 1875, 


Receipts. 

Nature of Receipt. 

1875. December 31. 

To Cash received for balance of cargo of Coal 

sold at Shed, 

Revenue Account — 

Dugs pn Ships. . . £75 8 0 

„ Cargo, . . 148 7- 2 

Ballast, . . . 11 17 6, 

Pilotage, . • • 8 14 4 

On Account of Town Rate, 


Expenditure. 

Nature of Expenditure. 

1874. December 31. 

By Balance due Treasurer, .... 

1875. December 31. 

By Harbour Master’s Wages, Buoying the 

River, 

Wages of Pilot, &c., .... 

Interest pajd Mortgagees, • 

Balancq.in favour of Commissioners, 


36 1 10 
87 18 0 
253 12 6 
94 18 4 


I certify the foregoing to be a true abstract of the Receipts and Expenditure of the Gas and River Bann 
Accounts of the Borough Commissioners of Coleraine for the years ended the 17th May, 1876, and 31st 
December, 1875. 

Dated this 19th day of August, 1876. 

R. Simms, Auditor. 
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Rental of the Estate of the Commissioners of the Borough of Coleraine. 


Coleraine. 
Rental of 
Commission! 
Estate. 


Denominations. 


Date of Lease, Terms, &e. 


1. Blngh, . 

2 . „ . 

3. Craignahorn, 


7. DoeyBeg, 


JO. Kiltuney Beg, . 


14. Tullans, 

15. Island Verdan, . 

16. 

17. Inchmerringand 

Craignahorn. 

18. „ 

19 . „ 

20. Inchraerrms, 


Thomas Craig, 

James Greer, 

James l’atton, 
Campbell Dean, 
Wallace Rankin, 
Daniel Esdale, now 
Robert M'Conaghy. 
John O’Neill, 

Samuel Coleman, 
William John Glenn, 
Abel Eakin, . 

Samuel M‘ Curdy, now 
Abel Eakin. 

Thomas M'Quiston, . 
James Black, 
JamesBarr, now John 
11‘Alister. 


William M'Collum, 
Elizabeth King, 
William M'Neill, 


Statute Measure. ^ ,ar ly Rent. 


9 Sept., 1874. 31 years from 29th Sept., 1871 


9 Sept., 1874. 

Tenant from year to year, 

9 Sept., 1874. 31 years from 29th Sept., 1871. 


22 Aug., 1S74. 
15 Aug., 1874. 
22 Aug., 1874. 


9 Sept., 1874. 


Old lease held by John O’Neill, 

Northern Banking Company (Coleraine), 


Amount of Property in Domesday Book. 
Valuation, £6S7 15s. 


44 0 10 
72 1 15 

45 1 5 


14 Oil 
27 3 11 
17 2 23 


76 1 30 
29 2 17 


33 16 11 
12 0 0 


30 0 0 
18 0 0 
24 0 0 


647 0 24 787 14 1 


s held under the control of the Commissioners, 673a. 2r. 15f, 


Apr. No. 10. 
Fethard. 


Name and Occupation. 

Henry B. Sayers. Chairman, General Merchant, 
John McCarthy, Flour and Timber Merchant, 
Frederick Sayers, Auctioneer and Land Agent, 
Thomas Corcoran, Builder, .... 
John Byrne, Corn Merchant, 

Laurence Byrne, Seed Merchant, 

John Shea, Farmer, &c., .... 

Abstract of the Accounts c 
Expenditure. 

Nature of Expenditure. 

Salaries and Wages,- 
Lamps and Lighting, . 

Repairs to Pumps, 

Repairs to Court-house, 

Miscellaneous and Auditing, 

Rentcharge, Rates, and Taxes, . 

Repairs to Streets and Cleansing, 

Fire for Commissioners’ Room, 

Balance on hands, 


APPENDIX No. 10. 

FETHARD. 

Town Commissioners. 

Valuation for 
Municipal 


0 0 
0 0 


Valuation for 

* ttme and Occupation. Municipal 

Purposes. 

£ s. il. 

Joint Schofield, Farmer and Land Owner, . . . 20 0 O 

Thomas Mockler, Draper and Clerk of Petty Sessions, . 20 0 0 

John Mockler, Farmer aud Baker 20 0 0 

Michael M'Carthy, Farmer and Draper, . . . 20 0 0 

James Kenny, Bank Manager, 20 0 0 

Richard Maher, Victualler, 20 0 0 


the Town Commissioners of Fethard, ending 17th June, 1876. 

Receipts. 

Nature of Receipt. A 


45 14 2 

24 9 11 
3 10 0 
5 18 0 


On hands last Account, 
Petty Sessions Fines, . 
Dog Tax, 

Rents, . 


APPENDIX No. ll. 

TUAM. 

S ’ Municipal Vote from £4 to £12, 93. Number of Municipal 

^ crefl ® e Municipal Boundary, 606a. ... £ 


Name and Occupation. 

1. William Gannon, Chairman, j.p., Gentleman, 

2. Thomaa 'Bodkin, m.d., . 

3. William Quinn, Pawnbroker and Farmer, 

4. Peter A. Daly, Hotel-keeper, . 

5. John Moylan, Pawnbroker and Grocer, . 

G. Patrick Qulkin, Grocer, Wine & Spirit Merchant, 


Town Commissioners. 


Name and Occupation. 

7. Edward O’Donnell, Draper, 

8. James Bourke, General Merchant, 

9. John Cloran, Provision Merchant, 

10. Peter Kennedy, Hotel-keeper, . 

11. Francis Corbett, Grocer, 
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Abstract of the Accounts of the Town Commissioners of Tuam for the Year ended the 29th September, 1871 
showing the Receipts and Expenditure under the several heads during that period. 


Receipts. 
Nature of Receipt. 


To Balance in hands of Treasurer, 

„ Amount received on account of Tolls, . 

„ Amount received from County Treasurer or 
of Flagging, . 

„ Dog License, 

„ Fines at Petty Sessions, 

„ Receipts for use of Town Hail, 

„ Sundries — Lodged by Chairman, . 

„ Do. Lodged by late Clerk, . 


£1,162 18 3 


Expenditure. 

Nature of Expenditure. 


Tuam. 
Abstract of 
Accounts. 


By Building and Repairing, . . ' . . • IS 0 9 


i Paving and Flagging, 


,, Lighting, 75 


22 4 


0 0 


Cleansing Streets, 

Officers’ Salaries, ivi iw 

Law costs, ....... 3 0 

Printing and Advertising, .... . 8 5 

Rents and Taxes, 102 10 

Stationery, . 5 18 

Clock Account, ..80 

Weights and Measures, . . . . . 2 15 

Public Lamps, 32 15 

Fuel, 7 10 

Furniture, . 0 5 

Expenditure in connexion with Fairs, 


On account of Mortgage, 679 7 0 


Insurance, 


Expenditure — Sundries, . . . . . . 24 3 4 


Balance due by Treasurer, 


£1,162 IS 3 


1 certify the foregoing to be a true abstract of the Receipts and Expenditure of the Town Commissioners of 
Tuam for the year ended the 29th September, 1876. 

Dated this 2nd day of December, 1876. 

Arthur M'Hcgh, Auditor. 


Towns Improvement Act, 1854. 
Rateable value of property, £7,808. 
Municipal elections, 241. Rate, 8d. 


APPENDIX No. 12. 

NEW ROSS. 

Population, 6,772. Acreage within Municipal Boundary, 441 acres. 
Number of Commissioners, 15. Number of persons entitled to vote at 
in the pound. 


Town Commissioners. 






Rateable Valoa- 


Ocoupation. 

New Ross Ward. 

Patrick Kelly, . . Draper, 

Ambrose M. Shanahan, Hotel-keeper, 

Isaac Jeffares, . . Merchant, 

Edward Connor, . . Shopkeeper, . 

Janies A. Magee, . . Inland Revenue, . 

Patrick Bolger, . . I-Iouse Painter and Auc- 

tioneer. 

Daniel Fowler, . . Shopkeeper and Farmer, 14 

David Murphy, . . Shopkeeper, &c. . 




John Browne, 

John Williams, 
William H. Whitney, 
Richard Baldwin, . 


Draper, . 

Shopkeeper, &c. . 
Medical Practitioner. . 
General Draper and Boot 
Warehouseman, . 
Rosbercon Ward. 

William Armstrong, . Merchant, 

Mathias Quin, . . Draper, .... 

Shephard F. M'Cormick, 

J.p., Chairman, . . Merchant, 


! i .i 'Li' .!■ 


Abstract of the Accounts of the Town Commissioners of New Ross for the Tear ended 20th May, 1876, 
showing the Receipts and Expeuditure under the several heads during that period. 


Receipts. 

Nature of Receipt. 


To Amount received during year in respect 
of— 

Borough Rate, 

Corporate Rents, . 

Pipe-water Rents, 

Sale of manure, 

Grand Jury Presentments, 

Use of Town Hall, 

Dog Tax, 

Miscellaneous receipts, 

Fines under Licensing Acts, 
Contribution from Government towards 
Salaries under Public Health Act, 


321 14 44 
372 7 10l 


Total, 


Expenditure. 

Nature of Expenditure. 


Balance due to Treasurer on 15th May, 1875, 
By Amount expended during year in — 
Scavenging, Cleansing, &c., 

Street Contracts, and new works, 


own Clerk, Inspector, &c. 
Wages of Assistant Inspector, Por- 


Printing, Stationery, and Advertise- 
ments, . 

Rent and Taxes, 

Commission to Collector, 

Law Costs, . 

Sinking Fund, 

Interest on Loan, 

Incidental Expenses, 

Expended under Public Health Act- 
Water Supply, 

Salaries and Wages, 

Making and cleansing Sewers,. 
Printing, &c., 

Sanitary precautions, 

Balance due by Treasurer on 20th May, 
1876, 


77 18 5} 
108 19 1 04 
212 10 7 


I 12 8 


31 17 4 
28 12 II 
26 10 4 
7 


10 0 0 


10 0 0 


Total, 


I certify the foregoing to be a true abstract of the Receipts and Expenditure of the Town Commissioners of 
New Ross for the year ended the 20th May, 1876. 

Dated this 19th day of July, 1876. W. M'Dermott, Auditor. 
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App. No. 12. 

Statement of 
Rates. 


Statement of Rates made in the Borough of New Ross, from the year 1855 to the year 1876 both vea 
included. ’ ^ re 


1855, December 28th, 

1856, * — 

1857, February 12th, 

1858, February 12th, 

1859, February 15th, 

1860, February 10th, 

1861, March loth, 

1862, February 1 9th, 

1863, March 23rd, 

1864, March 24th, 

1865, April 21st, . 

1866, June 8th, . 

1867, June 28th, . 

1868, August 21, . 

1869, October 16, 


12 d. 
9 d. 
12 d. 
8 d. 
7 d. 

6 d. 
6d. 


Ayorage Rato 
five years 


6$d. 


Rate made. 


1870, * _ 

1871, February 20th, 

1 872, March 20th, 

1873, April 3rd, . 

1874, May 25, 

1875, November 30th, 

1876, * — 



22 years, . . 1G2<£ 7 -fad. average for 22 years. 

* No Rate made. 


APPENDIX No. 13. 

App. No. 13. COOKSTOWN. 

Cookstown. Towns Improvement Act, 1854. Number of Commissioners, 12. Population in 1871, 3,501. Town Revenue 
£380. Rateable value, £6,399. Rate, Is. in the pound. 


Wm. Jas. Devlin, esq., Chairman, j 
Joseph Berry, esq. 

Thomas M'Sherry, esq. 


Town Commissioners. 

William A. Gunning, esq. 1 James Mullan, esq. 
David Anderson, esq. Ed. Liddle, esq. 

David H. Charles, esq., M.n. | John W. Weir, esq. 


John Harbison, esq. 
William Smith, esq. 
John Hannah, esq. 


Abstract of 
Accounts. 


ABSTBiCT of the Acconms of the Toira Comhissiobeks of Cookbtoto for the veer ended the 1 8th 
showing the Receipts aud Expenditure under the several heads during that period. 
Receipts. 


May, 1876, 


Nature of Receipt. 

To amount of Town Rates, , 
Pines, .... 
Dog Tax, 

Cart sold, 

Balance at close of financial year, 


I certify the foregoing to be a. true abstract of the 
of Cookstown, for the year ended the 18th May, 1876. 
Dated this 13th day .of July, 1876. 


Expenditure. 
Nature of Expenditure, 


Pumps, 

Damps and lamplighter, 

Gas light, 

Printing, stationery, and advertisemei 
Rate Collector^ remuneration, 

Audit Fund, . 

Rent and taxes. 

Sweeping crossings. 

Incidental expenses, 

Flagging, 

Naming streets, 

Interest, ' . ; ; 

Repairing Fire Engine, 


£481 10 6 

and Expenditure of the Town Commissioners 


R. Simms, Auditor. 


App. No. 14. APPENDIX No. 14. 

Ne ry. NEWRY. 

Number of Commissioners, 18. Population, 14,158. Rateable value of property, £30,602. 


Town Commissioners, 


i Chairman, House and Land j 


James Fcga 

Agent, ..... 
Robert Glenny, Gentleman, 

John Q. Henry, j.p., Land Agent, ! 
John M'Dowell, Grocer, ... 
William Frazer, Coal and Grain. Merchant! 
John K. Todd, Seed Merchant, 

James F. Erskine, Esq,, j.p., Gentleman, . 
Robert Lucas, Iron Founder and Engineer, 
Abraham W. Sinclair, Grain Merchant, . 


Henry Thomson, j.p., Brewer, Wine, and Spirit 
Merchant, ..... 
Robert Dempster, Flax Spinner, . 

James MacMahon, Gentleman, 

John J. O’Hagan, j.p., Woollendraper, 

Patrick Campbell, Tanner and Currier, 

Thomas Irvine, Gentleman, 

Richard Downey, Grocer and Spirit Dealer, 

Arthur J. Small, Grocer and Spirit Dealer, 

Edward A. Maginnis, Baker, 


£ 



44 

23 

45 


Robert H. Doherty, Town Clerk. 
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Abstract of the Accounts of the Town Commissioners of Newry for the Year ending 31st December, 187G. 
Receipts. 

re of Receipt. Amount. | Nature of Receipt. Amount. 


d. 


Si 

Tc Balance to credit of Property Account, 460 12 4 


Rates, 1875 and 1876, . 

„ 1S7C and 1S77, . 
Government contributions to Rates, 

Do; Licenses, .... 

Hackney Car Licenses, . 

Manure Sold, .... 


2,040 8 4 
874 10 111 
120 17 3 


Rent of Houses, 

Proportion of Salaries (Public Health 

Act), 

Paving and Broken Stones Sold, . . 

Board of Works towards Sewer from 

Model School, 

Fire Brigade Attendance at Fires, 

Sundries, 

To Pipes sold, 

Income from Markets, 


£ a. d. 
20 8 4 


d 



Expenditure. 


GENERAL EXPENSES. 

Nature of Expenditure. 

£ s. d. 

By Salaries and Collector's Poundage, 677 5 0 


Kent of House and Borough Court, . 41 5 10 

Advertising, Printing, &c., . 57 8 7 

Election of Commissioners, North 

Ward, 9 11 10 

Incidentals, 7 0 8 

Auditor's Fees, . . . . 14 14 0 

Uniform for Inspectors, . . . 12 14 0 

Repairs of House, Offices, &c., . . 8 15 1 

Public Healths Act Salaries, . 45 12 0 


CLEANSING. 

Scavengers’ Wages, Cartage, and 


Brooms, 231 7 1 

Rent of Manure Yard, &c., . . 2 10 10 

Stones for do. . . 3 12 3 

Repairs, Horse Siioeing, &c., . . 25 15 0 

Forage for Horses, . . . . 79 2 2 


PAVING AND FLAGGING. 

Wages and Sand, . . . 67 5 9 

Asphalte and Crossings, . . . 100 2 5 




Sewer, Queen-street, 
Sewer, Ruddle’s-row, 
Sewer, Cathcriue-strect, 
Sewer, Georgc's-lane, 
Sewer Traps, &c., . 

Labour, . 


30 15 6 
43 1 0 
28 9 4 
8 2 11 
1G 15 0 


LIGHTING. 


Paid Newry Gas Company, 
Macfarlan & Co., 


. 490 18 3 
4 2 9 


Amount 
£ s. d. 


874 7 0 


342 8 1 


167 8 2 


144 1 1 


495 1 0 


Nature of Receipt. 

Labour and Surface Men, 

Labour at Stone Breaker, 

Stones, Cartage, and Sand, 

Coals, Oil, &c., for Engine, 

Repairs of Engine, &c., . 

Incidentals, . 

Godfrey Bridge Contract, 

Repairs of Stone Bridge, . 


£ s. d. 
180 1 0 
80 1 2 
374 7 7 
22 11 2 
27 9 0 
5 12 11 
18 10 0 
13 17 2 


Brigade Practices, 
Wages at Fires, 
Repairs, &c., . 


Fir.E BRIGADE. 



Paid Grand Jury, County Down, 452 IS 7 
Paid Grand Jury, County Armagh, . 427 S 4 
Revision of Voters’ Lists, . . 64 14 O 

Disallowed by Auditor, ■ . . 35 0 0 


MARKETS. 

Labour and Wages, .... 919 1 8 

Incidentals, Books, Printing, &c., . 50 6 1 

Rates and Insurance, . ' . . 24 1 9 

Repairs, 30 4 11 


INTEREST AND INSTALMENTS. 

Markets and Town Improvements, . 

PROPERTY. 

By Pipes and Fittings, . . 88 1 11 


Law Costs, . . . . . 44 4 3 

Purchase of Property, . . . 468 15 0 

Sundries, 13 17 6 


Balance, 


728 10 0 
1C 5 ‘9 

980 0 11 

1,023 14 5 
1,417 18 C 

88 1 11 

526 16 9 
1,127 14 3 


Receipts. 

Nature of Receipt. 

To Kates, 1875 and 187G, 

Rates, 1876 and 1877, 

Government Contribution to Rates, 
Rents, Special Supplies, 

Fittings supplied to Consumers, 
Balance, 


Waterworks Account. 


Amount. 


£ a. d. 
902 10 10 
256 9 114 
40 5 !)” 
339 3 0 
32 1 3 
. 272 6 10 


Expenditure. 


Nature of Expenditure. 


By Balance from lust year, 

Interest on Loan and Instalment, 

Labour, 

Rents, 

Taxes, 

Repairs, . 

Incidentals, 


£ s. d. 
. 68 16 6 
. 22 14 7 
. 30 16 10 
. 31 1 8 
. 10 12 4 


Amount. 
£ a. d. 
378 15 81 
1,300 0 O' 


164 1 11 


£1,842 17 7£ 


To Balance to Credit of Current Account, 


Balance Account. 


£1,127 14 3 


By Balance to Debit of Water Works Accounts, . 272 6 10 

Balance in Treasurer’s bands, . . ; 855 7 5 


£1,127 14 3 


I certify that the above is a true abstract of the Receipts and Expenditure of the Town Commission' 
Newry for the year ending 31st December, 1876. 

14th February, 1877. Thomas Collot, Local Government Auc 

3 B 
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APPENDIX No. 15. 

DUBLIN. 

Estate of the Right Honorable the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgesses of Dublin. — Schedule of 



All proposals for 31 years are subject to bare roof newly dry slated with best Duchess slates, to be approved by City Architect. 

Alt proposals for 75 years, subject to rebuilding on outward plan, approved by Corporation and City Architect 

I have recommended that the houses, now Nos. 103 and 100, Graftou-street, should be rebuilt, capable of Internal formation into one house. A passage not 
exceeding 4 feet wide to be constructed from the rere of No. 105, Graftou-street to the stable lane in the rere, which will also give back entrance to the ground, 
now Nos. 18 and 17, Sulfolk-street. to 

* las boforc Committee No 3, a ground plan for rebuilding the two tenements. Nos. 105 and 106, Grafton-street, and the entire of (he 
totfce stable hrnehf the r* 4, according to ' yblch P lan tlle ground in front from No. 16, Suffolk-street should be let by the frontage foot, with corresponding breadth 

The ground now occupied by the three houses, Nos. 18, 19, and 20, Suffolk-street, to be relet for rebuilding in two lots of equal frontage to Suffolk-street. 
Ihe reres to extend in straight lines to the stable lane. 

Nos. 21 and 22, Suffolk-street to be rebuilt according to their frontage to Suffolk-street. The rere of each to extend in straight lines to the stable lane, 
me Jots now comprising Nos. 23, 24, and 25, Suffolk-street, to be rebuilt, according to their present dimensions, front and rere. 


Arp. No. 15. 


Dublin. 
Report of 
Francis 
Morgan, esq. 


Report of Francis Morgan, Law and Land Agent Expiration of Leases, Suffolk-street, 

Grafton-street, and Wicklow- street. 

To the Chairman and Gentlemen of Committee 
N o. 3 (Finance). 


27th March, 1875. 

Adverting to my report of the 13th instant, I have 
since prepared, and herewith submit a tabular schedule 
of above twenty-six tenements near expiration, also 


the map prepared by the city surveyor from the 
several leases and measurements, and the report of the 
city architect, that — 

10 Houses in Suffolk-street ) 

7 Do. in Grafton-street >• Require rebuilding. 

2 Do. in Wicklow-street J 

3 Do. in Grafton-street, to he new roofed. 
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I submit that rebuilding should be made according to outward plan and elevation to be submitted to and 
approved by your Committee. I commence with Suffolk-street : — 


Occupants. 

Callinan & Son, 
Rigby, 

Wiseheart, 

Johnson, 

Assignee, Atkinson, 
Bouclier (late 'Waller), 


106 Grafton-street, 


1 Wicklow-street, 


Huleat, 

Ferguson, 

Foster aud Figgis, 

Manning, 

Higginbotham, 

Do. 

Ogilvv, 

Seale, 

M ‘Master, 

Travestino, 

Mallett, 


Expiration M., 1879 Occupant willing to rebuild 

Do. 1880 Do. unwilling; but proposes new roof. 

Do. 18S0 Do. do. do. do. 

Do. 1SS0 Do. do. do. do. 

Do. 1880 Vacant 

f Alderman Han-is has suggested that two new houses of equal 
Do. 1 SSO | frontage, with reres extending direct to Stable-lane, should 

Do. 1880 < be erected instead of Nos. IS, 19, and 20, Suffolk-street. 

Do. 18S0 ] The City Architect concurs in the suggestion, which I also 

l_ recommend. 

Do. 1S80 Requires rebuilding. 

Do. 1880 Do. do. 

Do. 1880 r^i‘ e City Architect concurs with n 
Do’ isso ) Ctafbm-street, be rebuilt togcth 

( separation. 

Do. 1SS0 To be new roofed, on 

Do. 1S80 Do. do. 


Held for lives uncertain. 
Expiration M., 1S80 Require: 
Do. ' 1880 


Do. 

Do. 


1SS0 


Dublin. 
Report of 


Do do" ^ r ‘ I' 000 "’ill rebuild both, 
f Requires rebuilding. I recommend that on rebuilding of this 
1880 f holding the urinal on west flanlc be abolished and added 
L to No. Wicklow-street. 

1880 Lately rebuilt. Connected with No. 99, Grafton-street. 

18S0 Connected with 100 and 101, Grafton-street. 


Twenty-five of the above now produce .£386 Is. Id. 

On repeal of the 55th By-law, and securing each 
amount of profit rent by a rentcharge, the full in- 
creased value can be immediately realized. 

As I expect your Committee will have to make more 
than one inspection to fix the letting value of each lot, 
I have not yet inserted any amount for my own valua- 


tion, hut I trill be prepared to do so at the proper 
time, when so directed. I again urge the necessity to 
procure the repeal of the 55tli By-law, and memorial 
for assent of the Treasury to grant a rentcharge to 
each person entitled to profit rent pending duration of 
present interest. 

Francis Morgan. 


Municipal Corporation of Dublin. — Proposed By-law for the Regulation of Lettings of Proposed 
Corporate Property. By-Law. 


I, Francis Morgan, of No. 35, Dawson-street, in 
the city of Dublin, solicitor, a burgess of the borough 
of Dublin, very respectfully object to the amended form 
as published in the Freeman’s Journal of 26th Febru- 
ary, 1876, for the following reasons : — 

1st. That the proposed form of amendment is vague 
and uncertain, as it does not distinctly state whether 
all the words commencing with the word “ that ’’ on 
the first line, and ending with the word “judicious” 
on the ninth line, are or are not to remain in force, 
together with the amendment. 

2nd. And for the further reason “that in case a 
tenant in actual occupation, under a lease within five 
years of expiration, shall present a memorial to the 
Council for a renewal of such lease, the Council may, 
with the consent of the Treasury, grant a renewal of 
said lease, without offering same to public competition, 
for a term not exceeding thirty-one years, or not ex- 
ceeding seventy-five years for rebuilding, at a yearly 
rent as the yearly value of the premises to be calcu- 
lated by a competent sworn valuator to be appointed, 
by the Treasury.” 

That the Act 3rd and 4tli Vic., cap. 108, confers no 
authority upon the Council or the Treasury to assent 
to a renewal of any lease unless under a subsisting 
covenant, nor contains any restriction to prevent 


acceptance by the Council of an actual surrender of a 
lease -within five years of expiration without assent of 
the Treasury. 

3rd. The words “on the express condition that 
before execution of such new lease of expending so 
much money upon the premises as the city architect 
for the time being shall on oath declare to be neces- 
sary, having regard to the term of years of such new 
lease, and for the purpose of having the premises put 
into such a state of repair as may, so far as prac- 
ticable, enable them to be delivered up at the expira- 
tion of the term in good and substantial condition.” 

This form of amendment is not only ojien to doubt 
and dispute, but would, by implication, require the 
city architect to outlive the term of such new lease. 

4th. That all ambiguity can be avoided by the simple 
repeal of the 55 th By-law, and the exercise of proper 
vigilance and supervision by the Corporation and their 
officers upon offers made by occupants to ascertain the 
true value of each holding before letting, and declare 
the particular covenants to be contained in each lease 
before creating any new tenancy by agreement with 
the occupant, the rent to be reserved in such new 
lease to be not less than the latest revised valuation 
for relief of destitute poor in Ireland. 

Dated 8th of March, 1876. 


Notice of Memorial to Treasury, pursuant to Act 3rd and 4th Victoria, cap. 108, sec. 141, Notice of 
and 6th and 7th Victoria, cap. 93, sec. 8. Memorial. 


Take Notice that, pursuant to the provisions of the 
Act 3rd and 4th Victoria, chapter 108, section 141, a 
memorial, in writing, from the Bight Honorable the 
Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgesses of Dublin (the 
Municipal Corporation of- the city of Dublin), was 
agreed to by them in Council assembled on Friday, 
the 23rd day of March, 1877. 

That said memorial stated that King Henry VIII., 


by "Royal Charter, in the thirtieth year of His reign, 
granted to the then Municipal Corporation of the city 
of Dublin the several townlands in the county of Dub- 
lin and elsewhere in Ireland, which had formed part 
of the possessions of the suppressed Monasteiy of All 
Hallows or All Saints, then situated, near- the city of 
Dublin. 

That one of said townlands, formerly called King- 

3B 2 
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wood, but now called Ringwood, situate in the barony 
of Newcastle, parish of Newcastle (Lyons), and county 
of Dublin, containing 53a. 3k. 9f. plantation measure, 
equal to 87a. Or. 2Gp. statute measure, was last 
demised by lease dated 10th July, 1819, granted by 
the Right Honorable the Lord Mayor, Sheriffs, Com- 
mons, and Citizens of the City of Dublin (the legal 
name and style of the then Municipal Corporation of 
Dublin) to William Sherlock, esq. To hold for fifty- 
eight years from the 25th day of March, 1819, at the 
yearly bulk rent equal to .£116 2s. 9J. sterling. 

That by virtue of an Act passed in the Imperial 
Parliament in the fifty-eighth year of the reign of 
His Majesty King George III., entitled An Act for 
enclosing certain Commons Land in said county of 
Dublin, including the Commons of Newcastle, in said 
county, a part of said last mentioned commons, con- 
taining about 7a. Ok. 10p., was in the year 1824, by 
a written award under said Act, allotted and awarded 
to the said then Municipal Corporation of Dublin, as 
owners of said adjoining lands of ILingwood ; and that 
such allotted portion of said late commons was allowed 
by said Corporation of Dublin to remain, without 
payment of any additional rent therefor, in the enjoy- 
ment of said lessee of said lands of Ringwood, pending 
the duration of said lease. 

That all the interest of said lessee, William Sher- 
lock, in said lands of Ringwood and said portion of 
said former Commons of Newcastle subsequently, by 
mesne assignment dated 1st February, 1839, became 
vested in Edward Gerty, therein described, who had 
since said last mentioned date held and occupied said 
lands of Ringwood and said part of said commons so 
added as aforesaid. 

That all the estates of the said then Municipal 
Corporation of Dublin had, by operation of the Act 
3rd and 4th Yictoria, chap. 108, section 12, become 
vested in said memorialists under their new name of 
the Right Honorable the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Burgesses of Dublin. 

That said memorialists on 1st January, 1851, made 
a code of by-laws for regulation of the public business 
of said memorialists, the 55 th of said by-laws setting 
forth that no property of said memorialists could be 
disposed of on lease without being first set up twice to 
public auction. That said 55th by-law was varied and 
amended on the 13th day of March, 1876, with con- 
sent of His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, accord- 
ing to the printed form to said memorial annexed, ■will 
appear. 

That said Edward Gerty, occupant of said lands of 
Ringwood under said lease (to expire 25th March, 
1S77), had proposed in writing to said memorialists 
for a new lease of said lauds for thirty-one years from 
25th March, 1877, at the yearly hulk rent of £116 
2s. 9 d., reserved in said lease. That although said 
memorialists were advised that hist mentioned rate of 
rent was quite insufficient, tfiey were aware that said 
Edward Gerty had kept his lands well manured during 
his occupation thereof. Said memorialists were, there- 


fore, desirous to give him a preference of a new tenancy 
at the present fair letting value of said lands ; and said 
Edward Gerty, when required by said memorialists 
procured and furnished to memorialists a written 
valuation of said lands, dated 30th October, 1876 
signed by Messrs. Brassington and Gale, who have 
valued said hinds, as follows : — 

Fifty-six acres, Irish plantation measure, at 
the rate of £3 10s. per Irish acre, . . £19G 0 0 

And for the slated dwelling-house and offices 
on said lands, . . . . . 18 0 0 

Making together £216 0 0 

As by a copy of said valuation to said memorial 
annexed will appear. 

That said Edward Gerty had also sent in an 
amended proposal for thirty-one years at the said 
yearly rent of £214. 

That although said memorialists wished to give the 
preference of tenancy to said Edward Gerty, they were 
first desirous to ascertain what value would be placed 
upon said lands by a sworn valuator to be appointed 
by the Lords of the Treasury, according to the terms 
of said amended 55th by-law ; said memorialists there- 
fore agree to present a memorial praying for appoint- 
ment of a sworn valuator. 

That as said lease, A H 80, will expire on the 
25th March, 1877, said memorialists were desirous 
before that date to fix the rent to be reserved in any 
new lease to he made by memorialists to said Edward 
Gerty. 

That pending the presentation of such memorial 
the said Edward Gerty died on 25th February, 1877, 
having first made his will in writing, whereof he ap- 
pointed his daughter, Frances Gerty, spinster, his sole 
executrix and legatee, as will appear by a copy of the 
probate grant to said Frances Gerty to said memorial 
annexed. 

That said Frances Gerty lias petitioned said memo- 
rialists for, and agreed to accept, such new lease on the 
same terms that were intended to be granted to her 
deceased father, Edward Gerty. 

That said memorialists, on Friday, the 23rd day of 
March, 1877, adopted the following resolution : — 

“ That this report be adopted, and that the memorial be sent 
forward with a clause to the effect tiiat the rent to be reserved in 
tlie lease shall not be less than the sum fixed by the sworn valuator 
asked for in the memorial, or that offered by Miss Gerty.” 

And said memorial prayed the appointment by their 
lordships of said sworn valuator to fix the fair letting 
value of the above and several other holdings now- 
coming within the scope of the 55th by-law, as 
amended. 

And take notice that said memorial will remain 
posted in my office, for inspection during office hours, 
for one calendar month from the publication hereof. 

John Martin, 
Assistant to the Town Clerk. 

Dated this 14th day of April, 1S77. 


Report of Mr. Morgan, Law and Land Agent. — Town of Baldoyle. 


Henry Hutton, esq., J.P., had, during more than 
twenty years, before 1855, enjoyed the lessee’s interest 
in eight leases of the lands and town of Baldoyle. 
He had resided in the town until about the year 1S51 . 
He was a most considerate landlord, and never resorted 
to eviction to increase his rental by removal of occu- 
pants to the poor-house. 

Mr. Hutton had for many years appointed the late 
Mr. Pat Butterly as collector of his rents of the town 
of Baldoyle. Mr. Butterly subsequently became and 
continued Mr. Hutton’s collector or under-tenant, 
until expiration of the leases in September, 1855, when 
Mr. Morgan, on part of the Corporation, received 
formal possession of each separate tenement on the 
lands and in the town of Baldoyle. 

The. town of Baldoyle then consisted chiefly of 


thatched mud- cabins and huts of the most wretched 
description ; and although almost every such dwelling 
contained two or more half-naked and half-fed children 
of fishermen or sailors employed on board of colliers, 
it was quite evident that the very poorest of the poor 
residents shared their own very miserable means to 
preserve the more destitute children from actual 
starvation. 

Yet, notwithstanding such poverty, not an habitual 
beggar, vagrant, or loose character, was found resident 
amongst them. 

Twenty-three tenements in the town of Baldoyle 
are now held under leases, or agreements for leases, 
for thirty-one years from September, 1856, producing 
an aggregate yearly rent of £264. 

The remaining portion of the town contists of 119 
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fo 120 tenements, chiefly small cabins, held quarterly, 
monthly, or weekly, the rents of which were collected 
for the Corporation direct, and paid in to the City 
Treasurer quarterly by the late Mr. Pat Butterly, 
producing the net average yearly sum of £250. 

£ 

Total rents from town of Baldoyle, . . . 514 

Do. Leaseholds, town lots, and town parks, 1,658 


£2,172 

Note. — The late Mr. Patrick Butterly died on the March 

last; Committee No. 3 have appointed his son, Mr. John Butterly, 
collector. 


The realization of £2,000 per year out of the lands 
and town of Baldoyle, naturally suggests to those 
member's of the Council who had taken an active part 
in the regulation and reletting of that property, that 
some fixed amount of annual expenditure would be 
necessary to improve and reconstruct the town by the 
election of so many new cottages, built of stone and 
slated, as would sufficiently accommodate the occupants 
of the most miserable cabins intended to be removed 
in the proportion of ten new slated stone cottages to 
be erected instead of twenty mud cabins to be re- 
moved. It was also recommended to prevent the 
habitual flooding of part of the lands adjoining Kil- 
barrack, by construction of a new road, and of a proper 
sewer or culvert for effectual drainage of that part of 
the Corporation-land which became frequently flooded. 

Upon the recommendation and report of the Com- 
mittee then charged with the management of the 
Corporation land, it was ordered by the Council in 
1S57, that an annual sum, not exceeding .£000, should 
be expended out of the rents of the lands and town of 
Baldoyle, upon building suitable cottages, construction 
of the new road and sewer, and other improvements 
there. 

The actual expenditure of the Corporation in build- 
ing or improvements during the same interval was not 
continued progressively, according to the resolution 
of 1857, as will appear by the following particular's, 


1857to 1858. 

1862 to 1863. 

1863 to 1865. 

lS63tolS(!5. 
1857 to I860. 


£ 

Paid for erection of ten new cottages, GtiO 

Do. do. do., 1,038 

Paid for construction of new road 

andsewer, .... 1,156 
Paid for construction of walls and 

footpaths 88 

Paid for pumps and repairs, . SS 


Total expenditure, £3,030 


It will appear by the late Mr. P. Butterly’s accounts 
that there has been no loss of rent on any of the new 
cabins since their erection, and that the annual rents 
received for those so erected have realized £5 or £G 
per cent, on the expenditure. 

I have in several Reports to Committee No. 3 
repeatedly urged upon their consideration the pressing 
necessity for an annual expenditure in the erection of 
new cottages and removal of decayed cabins in Bal- 
doyle ; but I regret to state that the question of such 
expenditure has been considered and discussed upon 
its probable results as a remunerative investment, 
irrespective of any obligation on part of the Corpor- 
ation as owners to renew the dwellings falling into 
natural decay, and preserve the proper means of shelter 
for the inhabitants. In my latest Report on Baldoyle 
to Committee No. 3 (7th March, 1874), I felt bound 
to call particular attention to new devastation caused 
by the severe storms within the previous month. I 
regret to state that no remedial action has yet been 
taken. 

The erection of proper labourers’ dwellings is not only 
authorized but favoured by existing legislation ; and I 
firmly believe that the judicious outlay of £2,000 at 
Baldoyle witliiu the next two yearn in such dwellings 
would prove fairly remunerative in rent, and present 
material inducements to purchasers, in case the Cor- 
poration shall determine to act upon the recommen- 
dation contained in my printed Report of 25th May, 
1872, for the sale in small lots in perpetuity, rent free, 
of all the Corporation lands in the county of Dublin, 
including the lands and town of Baldoyle, the proceeds 
to be applied in payment of City Debentures. 

Having lately attended a Committee, at which Sir 
John Gray, at.]?., the Chairman of the Waterworks 
Committee, was present, when the subject of a supply 
of Vartry water to the town of Baldoyle was casually 
mentioned, I now recur to that subject in order that 
he, being also Chairman of this Committee, may con- 
sider and advise whether such a’ water supply is prac- 
ticable as an engineering project and financially. 

I have also to mention that I have very recently 
learned that a late natural alteration in the tidal 
currents of the estuary, which ebbs and flows by the 
town of Baldoyle, is believed very likely to prove 
encouraging to the cultivation of oysters on that part 
of the beach which belongs to the Corporation. 

Francis Morgan-, ll.d. 

7th April, 1874. 


Report of No. 3 Committee. 


To the Right Hon. the Lord Mayor, Aldermen-, and 
Burgesses of Dublin. 

Your committee beg leave to report that they have 
had under their consideration the proposal of Miss 
Frances Gerty for A H 80, lands of Ringwood, con- 
taining about ninety statute acres, on lease for thirty- 
one years from 25th March inst., at the yearly rent 
of £214. 

The following is a copy of Miss Gerty’s proposal : — 

To Corporation Committee No. 3.— To the Right 
Honorable the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Bur- 
gesses of Dublin, the Municipal Corporation of 
the City of Dublin. 

Lord Mayor and Gentlemen, — Whereas you have 
been pleased to accept the proposal of Edward Gerty, 
of Lower Baggot-street, in the city of Dublin, ancl 
Zion-road, Ratkgar, county of Dublin, for the farm 
and lands of Ringwood, in said county, for a renewal 
of the lease under which he held the same, for a term 
of thirty-one year's from tbe 25th March inst., at the 
yearly rent of £214. And whereas the said Edward 
Gerty departed this life on the 24th nit., having pre- 
viously made his will, whereby he gave, devised, and 
bequeathed all his property, of every nature and kind 
soever, which he should die possessed of or he entitled 
to, to me, Frances Gerty; his daughter and only child, 


for my own sole and absolute use and benefit, and 
thereby appointed me sole executrix of his will. 

Now I, the said Frances Gei'ty, do hereby propose 
and agree to become your tenant for said farm and 
lands in lieu of my said father deceased, for a term of 
thirty-one years from 25th March instant, subject to 
said annual rent of £214 ; and I hereby propose and 
undertake, at my own cost and charges, to execute such 
lease, to be prepared by your law agent, same to con- 
tain the usual covenants in your leases of similar cha- 
racter, and to pay the last year’s rent in advance, and 
in other respects to comply with the conditions usually 
required from your tenants. 

I am, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Frances Gerty. 

Dated 1st March, 1877. 

Present — John W. Lane, 

4, Garville-avenue, Rathgar, Solicitor. 

Your committee now forward herewith for your con- 
sideration and approval a memorial to the Lords Com- 
missioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, praying that 
their lordships may be pleased to appoint a competent 
and sworn valuator to fix tbe annual amount of rent, 
pursuant to the amended 55th Corporation By-law. 

All which we submit as our report this 17th day of 
March, 1877. 

Ignatius J. Kennedy, Chan-man. 


Are. No. 15. 

Dublin. 

Report of Mr. 
Morgan. 


Report of No. 
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Aw*. No. in. Re The Town Clerk. — Statement of Facts drown up by Committee of the Whole House in 
Dubiill - pursuance of Order of Council of 23rd March, 1877, pursuant to the following Order’ of 
statement of Council : 

“ Refer to a Committee of the Whole House, to he summoned forthwith, to report on the facts of the case 
without recommendation, to a Special Meeting of Council to he summoned for the purpose.” 


To the Right Honorable the Lord Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Burgesses of Dublin. 

Your committee beg to report that an account, 
amounting to £10G ISs. 3 cl., for works executed hy 
Committee No. 1, for the London and North-Western 
Railway Company, was presented by the secretary 
for payment, in a letter dated 27th. November, 1876, 
in which it was requested that the money be paid 
‘•'to the city treasurex - .” Oix the 28th December the 
money was again applied for in a letter again request- 
ing that it be paid “to the city treasurei - .” In con- 
sequence of instructions received early in February 
Mr. Morrison, overseer under No. 1 Committee, 
called, hy direction of the secretary, on Mr. Pownall, 
of the London and North-Western Railway Company, 
at the Company’s office, at the North Wall, to mention 
the matter. Some time afterwax-ds, viz., on Monday, 
the 12th inst., Mr. Pownall called on the Secx-etaiy 
to No. 1 Committee, and stated that the money had 
been paid, and receipt received. The Seci-etary 
requested a copy of the receipt, and was sent the - 
following by Mr. Powxxall on the same day. 

London and North-Western Railway, 
Engineer's Office, North Wall, 

March 12th, 1877. 

Dear Sib, — R eferring to conversation I had with you this 
morning, enclosed is copy of receipt for the paving done by the 
Corporation for their Company. 

You will see that the draft bears date so far hack as January 
11th, and that it was presented for payment a month subsequently. 

I am, yours faithfully, 

C. A. W. Pownall. 

•J. Beveridge, esq., City Hall. 


and on Monday Mr. Pownall came here and said it had been pai, 
and a receipt given. I asked for a copy of the receipt, and' 1 
forwarded it with the accompanying letter. You will perceive froi 
the tinancial statement that the money lias been lodged. 


I am, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 


J. UnvERincB, Secretary. 

To the Chairman and Gentlemen of 


The committee thereupon htul Mr. Henry before 
them, and subseqxxently ordered that he report in 
writing, which he accordingly did, as follows : 

Town Clerk's Office, City Hall, 

Dublin, 21st March, 1877. 

Gentlemen, — I n reply to your resolution of tho 17th instant, 
forwarded by your Secretary to me for my explanation or report 
in writing, and for the production of certain correspondence with 
tho Loudon and North- Western Railway Company; I have t . 
report that on or about the 12 th January, 1877, I received a 
cheque from the London and North-Western Railway Cotnpanv 
for the paving done for them by the Corporation. That cheque, 
owing to my absence, from office, through illness, remained in mv 
desk in the City Hall for some time, and was I must eay quite 
forgotten by me. However i subsequently cashed it at the Royal 
Bank, and gave a receipt for its amount, signed with my name,’ as 
follows: — “For the Corporation, W. J. Henry, Town Clerk," and 
after some delay, which I will not attempt to excuse, I lodged the 
amount of the said cheque to the credit of the proper fund, viz., 
“ The Improvement Fund." 

I have had no correspondence whatsoever from or with the 
London and North-Western Railway Company or their Seeretarv 
on the subject. 

I have the honour to remain, gentlemen, 

Your obedient servant, 


London and North-Western Railway, 
Huston Station. 

January Utli, 1877. 
The Rova! Bank of Ireland. 


W. J. Henry, Town Clerk. 

To tlie Chairman and Gentlemen of 

No. 1 Committee of the Corporation. 


Pay tlie Corporation of Dublin the sum named below, on the 
receipt being presented, duly stamped, signed, and dated. 

F. Harley, Assistant-Secretary. 


Received of the London and North-Western Railway Compauv 
Hie sum of £106 ISs. 3il. 

For the Corporation, 

W. ,T. Henry, Town Clerk. 
9th Februarv, 1877. 

£106 ISs. 3rf. 


The same clay, viz., the 12tli inst., on l-eceipt of 
this letter the secretary to No. 1 Committee saw the 
town clerk, ancl handed him Mr. PownaU’s letter, and 
called upon him to lodge the money to the credit of 
the improvement fund, on or before the succeeding 
Tlmrsday, the 15th inst., so that it might appear in 
the financial statement of the succeeding Saturday, 
when the committee was to meet, which the town 
clerk undertook to do. As a matter of fact the 
money was lodged on the Saturday referred to, viz., 
the 17th inst., and did appear on the financial state- 
ment sxxbmitted to the committee. On that day the 
committee met, and the secretary reported the facts 
in the following letter : — 

Corporation of Dublin, 

Secretary's Office, City Hall, 
Committee No. i. 

Dublin, 17th day of March, 1877. 

Gentlemen, — On the 25th November last an account, 
amounting to £106 18s. 3d. for works executed by you for the 
London and North-Western Railway Company, was laid before you, 
and you instructed me to forward it for payment I did so on 
27th November, and again applied for the money ou 28th De- 
cember. Early last month I told Mr. Morrison tp call on Mr. 
Pownall when next at the North Wall, and mention the matter ; 


By order of the committee the secretary applied to 
the London and North-Western Railway Company 
for copies of any coi'respondence between them ami 
the town clei'k on tlie subject, and the following was 
received in reply : — 

London and North- Western Railway, 

Secretary’s Office, Easton Station, 

Condon, N.W., 21st March, 1S77. 

Sir, — I have to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 17th 
instant, and in reply to inform you that the Compau/have had 
no correspondence with tlie Town Clerk of Dublin in reference to 
the cheque for £106 ISs. 3d., which was made payable and 
addressed to the Corporation of Dublin, City Hall, Dublin, and the 
receipt is signed for tlie Corporation of Dublin, W. J. Henry, 
Town Clerk, 9th February, 1877. 

I am, sir, faithfully yours, 

F. Harley, Assistant Secretary. 

J. Beveridge, esq., Secretary’s Office, 

Corporation of Dublin, 

Dublin. 


Youi' committee have since had both the secretary 
to No. 1 Committee and the town clei-k befoi'e them, 
and have ascertained that the cheqxie was received by 
the town clerk on the 12th January ; that he cashed 
it in the Royal Bank, on the 9 th February, as the 
receipt attached thereto, and given above, indicates ; 
and that, as also stated above, he lodged the money 
to credit of the improvement fond in the Bank of 
Ireland, by receivable order, on March 17th. 

All which we submit as our report, this 24th day 
of March, 1877. 

(Signed) James W. Mackey, Chairman. 
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Distributive Statement of tlie Service Expenditure of No. 1 Committee, for Year ended 
31st December, 1876. 


Scavenging and Watering. 
Labour — Weekly Wages, . 

Implements and Repairs, . 

Proportion of Rents of Depots, 

Delivery Hose, .... 
Proportion of Gas Accoimts — Lighting Depots, 
Carting Mud to Depots, 

Repairs of Inspector’s Croydon, 

Stones to repair “ Tip ” at Island Bridge Depot, 
Repairs of Stand Pipes, 

Repairs of Goose-necks, Hydrants, <fcc., 


Proportion of Horses and Carts Account, ; 


Deduct for Scavenging Cattle Market, from 1st 
September, 1875, to 20th October, 1876, 

Deduct for Scavenging of Asphalting, Grafton-st., . 
Deduct for Sales of Street Sweepings, 


17 1 
19 0 


69 11 11 
37 0 0 
196 13 7 


Macadamizing. 

Labour — Weekly Wages, . . ..... 

Materials — Bray, Green and Black Stones, Shingle, Pebble, &c., . 
Materials from New Paving Works in Sheriff and Francis Streets, • 

Timber, Lime, &c., used in building Depot-keeper’s House in North 
Brunswick-street, and in general repairs in Depots, 

Repairs of Boundary- road, Kilmainkam — One year, 

Do., do., Clonliffe — One year, .... 

Proportion of Gas Accoimts — Lighting Depots, . s 

Verdict in Case of Groom v. the Coi-poration, 

Costs of Plaintiff and of Waterworks Committee in connec- 
tion with same, ...... 

Amount for Compensation, &c., in Settlement of Actions, . 

Implements, and Repairs of same, Repairs of Weigli-bvidges, &e., . 
Horse-hire (Contractor), ...... 


roportion of Horses and Carts Account, . 


200 0 0 


100 

21 


Deduct for Gas and Water Openings, 
Do. Sewer Openings, 


301 9 7 
92 1 3 


Paving — General — P resentment, <kc.) 

Labour — Weekly Wages, ..... 

Materials, Sets, Channels, Pebble, &c., . 

Do. do., do., (for Presentment Works not yet com- 


Proportion of Rents of Depots, .... 
Implements and General Repairs, .... 
Paraffin Oil, Lanterns, and Repairs of same, &c., : : 

Amount paid for Compensation, &c., in Settlement of Actions, 
Horse-hire, &c. (Sundry Contractors), 


Proportion of Horses and Carts Account, 


Deduct for Gas and Water Openings, . : 

Do. Sewer Openings, 

Do. Sets, &c., sold to Tramway Company, . 
Do. Amount lodged for Sundry Works, 

Do. Amount charged to Instalment of Loan 
of £50,000, for Supervision of New Works, 
Wear and Tear of Implements, &c., as per 
Ledgers, . . . . : 


371 13 
330 1 
14 13 
46 14 


£ s. 
5,434 17 
335 6 
461 1 

216 19 

d. 

6 

7 

9 

6,448 5 

5 

6,900 8 

6 

13,348 13 

11 

303 5 

6 

1,650 9 

1 

10,48S 12 

3 

434 10 

0 

117 0 

4 

30 0 

0 

20 0 

0 

25 9 

0 

321 12 3 

40 15 

11 

13 19 

0 

13,142 7 

10 

144 4 

10 

13,286 12 
393 10 

8 

10 

3,766 19 

5 

2,212 13 

4 

887 10 

0 

20 15 

0 

50 0 

6 

26 3 

10 

36 0 

8 

24 6 

4 

7,024 9 

1 

681 18 

4 

7,706 7 

5 

1,361 15 1 


Carried forward, . 


9,068 2 6 


13,045 8 5 


12,893 1 10 


6,344 12 4 


32,283 2 7 
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An-. No. 15. 
Dublin. 

Expenditure of 
No. 1 Com- 
mittee. 


Distributive Statement of the Service Expenditure of No. 1 Committee, for Year ended 
31st December, 1876 — continued. 


Brought forward, . 

Paving — Special. "Works commenced under Loan. 

Labour — Weekly Wages, ..... 

Materials, — Sets, Channels, Pebble, Sand, Lime, die., . 
Commission, ....... 

Commission charged by Bank of Ireland for Cashing Draft on London, 
Horse-liire (Sundry Contractors), ..... 

Sundries, ........ 


Proportion of Horses and Carts Accounts, . 


Deduct for Sets lent on security to W. L. Barrington, 


Sets returned by W. L. Barrington, ..... 

Amount charged to Instalment of Loan of £50,000, for Supervision of New 
Works, Wear and Tear of Implements, die., as per Ledgers, 


Deduct for excavated Material used on Macadamizing Works, 


Asphalte Paving. 

Asphalting Carriage-way of Mary-stveet, . . ... 

Do. Crossing, Hawkins’-street, ..... 

Sand for Carriage-ways, ....... 

The Val de Travel's and the Dimmer Asphalte Companies, one year’s Rent- 
charge on Grafton-street and Henry-street Contracts, 

Interest on paid Instalments on above, . , 


Deduct amount contributed by Residents, Mary-street, towards cost 
of Asphalting Carriage-way of that street, 


Footways. 

Labour — Weekly Wages, 1 

Material — Granite Flags, Kerbstones, Lime, Sand, die., 
Stop-cock Covers, <fcc., . 

Implements, Oils, Lanterns, and repairs of same, die., 
Horse-hire, Sunday Contractors, .... 
Sundries, 


Proportion of Horses and Caa-ts Account, . 


Deduct for Gas and Water Openings, 

Do. Sewer Openings, 

Do. Work executed for L. <& N. W. Railway 
Company at Noo-th Wall, 

Do. Amount lodged for Works by sundiy 
persons, .... 


£ s. d. 
78 10 3 
4 13 4 

106 18 8 

3 13 8 


Asphalting Footpaths — 15,000 yards, at 5s. per yard, 
Interest on two Bonds of £625 each. 

Tar pavement laid on Footpaths, . 


Public Lighting. 

Labour — W ages of Lamplighters, .... 

Gas, &e., supplied by the Alliance and Consumei's’ Gas 
Company, as per Contract, .... 

Account for lighting Testing Office, Hanover-street, 

Rent of Testing Office, ..... 

Register Papers," ...... 

Torches, Tanks, die., ..... 

Indian Rubber Tubing, General Repairs, dec., 

Re-adjusting of Standard Gas Holders, 

Carried forward, .... 


18 0 0 
9 9 0 
10 2 9 
32 11 10 


£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. d. 




32,283 


2,673 

18 

6 



13,397 

3 

7 



250 

0 

0 



10 

0 

0 



669 

4 

1 



3 

0 

6 



17,003 

6 

8 



80G 

1 

0 



17,809 

7 

8 



650 

0 

0 



17,159 

7 

8 



4S2 

8 

9 



598 

12 

2 



18,240 

8 

7 



434 10 

0 






17,805 

18 7 




1,895 

13 

4 



76 

IS 

4 



8 

6 

11 



294 

8 

9 



43 

11 

3 



2,318 

18 

7 



1 700 

0 

0 







18 7 





2,724 

18 

9 



1,633 

0 

7 



58 

6 

8 



77 

15 

1 



6 

10 

6 



5 

6 

2 



4,505 17 

9 



378 

2 

4 



4,884 

0 

1 



193 

15 

6 



3,750 

0 

0 



62 

10 

0 



912 

5 

7 




— 

— 

9,415 

0 2 

1,227 

6 

6 



7,649 

17 

1 



4 

14 

9 



70 

3 

7 



110 

0 

0 



1 

61,122 

19 11 
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Distributive Statement of the Service Expenditure of No. 1 Committee, for "Year ended App. no. is. 
31st December, 1876 — continued. 


13 17 9 
6 4 10 
9 5 10 
12 8 5 


Brought forward, 

Travelling Expenses in connexion with He verification of 
Standard Gas Measures, ..... 
Ladders and Repairs of same, 

Painting "Work at Testing Office, . 

Sundry petty Expenditure, .... 

Wages of Testing Office Porter, .... 

Salary of Gas Inspector and Tester of Meters, 


Deduct amount of Fees for Testing Meters, lodged within the year 
to credit of Improvement Fund, .... 

House-drains, dec. 

Labour — Weekly Wages, ...... 

Materials, Socket Pipes, Junctions, dsc., .... 


Proportion of Horses and Carts Account, . 

Domestic Scavenging. 

Labour — Weekly Wages — North, . 

Do. do. South, . 

Buckets, Baskets, dec., . . .... 

Proportion of Horses and Carts Account, . 

Deduct amount Chargeable to sundry Debtors Account, 
W HITEHORSE-YARD. 

Labour — Weekly Wages, ...... 

Rates and Taxes, ....... 

Proportion of Gas Accounts, .... 

Miscellaneous Expenditure, . . ... 


66 13 6 
144 2 6 


Deduct — For Proportion of Taxes Chargeable to the Waterworks 
Committee, ....... 


Miscellaneous. 

Lamps erected at Grattan Statue, . 

Wages of Step Sweeper, . . . 

Labels for Lamp-posts, .... 
Alterations to Tree-guards in Sack villil-street, 
Accountants’ Fees, ..... 
Repairs and Painting of Railings, North Circular-road, 
Livery, dec., for Messenger, 

Street Labels, dec., . 


Proportion of Horses and Carts Account, . 

Urinals. 

The Waterworks Committee, for Repairs of Urinals, 
Piping, Tubing, and General Repairs, 

Delivery Hose, Brushes, dec., 

Parliamentary Costs and Law Charges. 
Amount advanced to Law Agent out of Borough Fund, 
to meet Expenses in connexion with Opposition to the 
South City Markets Bill, .... 

Re-lodged by Law Agent to Credit of Borough Fund, 

Taxed Costs of Parliamentary Opposition (1875) to North 
Dublin Street Tramways Bill, . . . . 

Taxed Costs of Parliamentary Opposition (1875) to South 
Dublin Railway Bill, . . . 


Carried forward, . 


26 0 0 
19 18 9 
12 7 0 
32 6 0 
17 10 8 
7 6 0 
9 14 3 


150 0 0 
61 19 9 


33 4 
40 8 


£ 

t. 

d. 

41 

16 

10 

52 

0 

0 

9,155 

18 

9 

296 

11 

3 

9,452 

10 

0 

196 

18 

0 

577 

10 

11 

326 

3 

10 

903 

14 

9 

88 

4 

0 

210 

16 

0 

10 

4 

9 

221 

0 

9 

252 

15 

2 

473 

16 

11 

12 

19 

0 

349 

10 

10 

25 

17 

9 

12 

2 

6 

1 

10 

9 

389 

1 

10 

17 

5 

2 

120 

0 

0 

125 

2 

8 

245 

2 

8 

2 

9 

0 

97 

17 

1 

28 

15 

4 

12 

15 

3 


61,122 19 11 


Dubliu. 
Expenditure of 
No. 1 Com- 


72,580 3 7 

3 C 
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374 LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND TAXATION INQUIRY COMMISSION (IRELAND). 

Arp. No. is. Distributive Statement of the Service Expenditure of No. 1 Committee, for Year ended 
Dublin! 3 1st December, 1876 — continued. 

Expenditure of 
No. 1 Coin- 


Brought forward, . 

Law Agent’s Costs out of Pocket, Services of Notices re 
Dilapidated Buildings and Hayricks, and Miscellaneous 
Office Expenditure, as per Monthly Accounts, . . 

Deduct Costs received from Sundries, 


d. 


58 10 
.2 17 


Deduct — Costs re North Dublin Street Tramways Bill and South 
Dublin Railway Bill, as guaranteed by the Promoters, 

Dangerous Buildings and Places and Miscellaneous Works. 
Labour — Weekly Wages, ....... 

Proportion of Horses and Carts Account, ..... 


Weekly Payments, ....... 

Salaries. 

Office Staff, Street Inspectors, City Treasurer’s Assistant, City Engineer, 
and Messenger, ........ 

Repayments of Balances of Deposits on Licences. 

Weekly Payments, . . . . . . 

North Sewers. .... 
Labour — Weekly Wages, . .• • •. — . ... 

Materials — Socket Pipes, Junctions, tbc., . 

Sand, 

Cement, 

Lime, 

Bricks, 

Kilkenny Plags, 

Black Stone and Pebble, 

Tide-gates, Gully Traps, Gratings, itc., 

Repairs of Tide-gates, 

Horse-hire — Sundry Contractors, 

Proportion of Stationery Accounts, 

Oils, Lanterns, and Repairs of Same, &c., 

Boots, .... 

Plumbing Work, . 

Implements, 

Timber, .... 

Proportion of Taxes on Depots, Advertising, and Sundry 
Expenditure, 

Proportion of Rents of Depots, 

Sick Fund, . 


d. 


217 

5 

7 

73 

12 

8 

536 

11 

3 

45 

6 

6 

63 

2 

4 

1,395 

14 

11 

1,493 

11 

4 


Proportion of Salaries of City Engineer, Assistant to same, and Sewer 
Inspector, . . . . 


Amount lodged to Credit of Improvement Fund for Hire 
of Horses, Carts, <bc., employed at- North -Sewer Works 
within the year, . ... 

Expenses incidental to Repairs of Openings made in sundry 
Streets within the Year, as per Subsidence Account Book, 


South Shivers. 

Labour — -Weekly Wages, . 

Materials, Socket Pipes, Junctions, &c.. 

Sand, 

Cement, 

Lime, 

Bricks, 

Kilkenny Flags, 

Stones, 

lido-gates, Gully- traps, Gratings, &c., 

Oils, Lanterns, and Repairs of same, &c., 
Proportion of Stationery Accounts, 

Boots, . . 

Plumbing Work, . . _ 

Carried forward, . 


£ 

72,580 


143 12 11 



1,545 16 
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Distributive Statement of the Service Expenditure of No. 1 Committee for Year ended Arp. No. is. 

31st December, 1876 — continued. Dublin. 


Brought forward, . 

Supervision of Poddle River, 

Horse-hire — sundry Contractors, . 

Implements, . 

Timber, . 

Proportion of Taxes on Depots, Advertising, and Sundry 
Expenditure, .... 

Repairs of Tide-gates, 

Proportion of Rents of Depots, 

Sick Fund, . 

Proportion of Salaries of City Engineer, Assistant to same, 
and Sewer Inspector, . ... ■ 

Amount Lodged to Credit of Improvement Fund for Hire 
of Horses, Carts, tec., employed at South Sewer Works 
within the year, 

Expenses incidental to Repairs of Openings made in sundry 
Streets within the year, as per Subsidence Account Book, 


IS 4 
60 15 
18 19 
21 12 

38 6 
37 10 


£ s. 
80,545 16 


20 6 

239 16 


355 14 
248 8 


Deduct Amount Chargeable to the Alliance Gas Company for their 
Proportion of Allowance to Widows Mulligan and Collins, as per 
Agreement, July, 1870, 


d Advertising. 


Stationery, 

Advertising, <kc., 

Repayment op Loan. 

First Instalment of Loan of £20,000 taken up October, 1875, 

Expenses Incidental to Loan. 

One Year’s Interest on First Instalment of Loan of £50,000 for Special 
Paving Works, . . . • • • . • ' • 

Deduct for Interest which Accrued on Deposit Notes to time of their 
Withdrawal, . 


Total Expenditure for Year 1876, . 


2,764 19 9 


3,369 2 

8 

162 11 

0 

222 7 

9 

27 7 

9 

1,000 0 

0 

890 12 

A 

j 204 16 10 


3,206 11 8 


85,687 19 2 


J. Beveridge, 

Secretary , No. 1 Committee. 


J. P. Kerrigan, 

Book-keeper, No. 1 Committee. 


Summary of Horses, Stables, and Carts Accounts, and Distributive Statement, for Year 
ended 31st December, 1876. 

Horses and Stables. 

Labour — Wages of Carters, 

Do. Wages of Overseers, Stablemen, <fcc., 

Forage, 

Horses purchased, . 

Veterinary charges, 

Harness, and Repairs of same. 

Proportion of Rent of Stables in Depots, 

Do. Gas Accounts, 

Coals, 

Clipping Horses, 

Stable Fittings, Repairs, <fcc., 

Insurance, . 

Deduct for Horse-hire charged to Sundries, 

Carts, <fcc. 

Labour — Wages of Carpenters, Cartmakers, Smiths, &c., . 

Wheels, Shafts, &c., ..... 

Iron, Steel, &c., ...... 

Timber, ....... 

Freight of Wheels, he., . 

Paints, Oils, &c., . . . ■ • 

Coals, £13 2s. 6d. ; Bolts, Nuts, <fcc., £29 10#. Id. ; and 
Leather, £21 13s. Id., ..... 

Sundries, ....... 


Total, 
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376 LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND TAXATION INQUIRY COMMISSION (IRELAND) 

Summary of Horses, Stables, and Carts Accounts, and Distributive Statement for Y 
ended 3Isfc December, 1876 — continued. ’ ai 


Distributed as under : — 
Scavenging and Watering, . 
Domestic Scavenging, 
Macadamizing, 

Flagging, . 

Paving, General, . 

Do., Special, 
House-drains, 

Dangerous Buildings, <fcc., . 
Miscellaneous, 

North Sewers, 

South Sewers, 


No. of Days Worked by Horses, 24,378. 

Average cost of Horse, Man, and Cart, per day, nearly 8s. 3d. 
J. Beveridge, 

Secretary, No. 1 Committee. 



10,047 13 4 


J. P. Kerrigan, 

Book-keeper, No. 1 Committee. 


Macadamizing. Macadamizing. — Return showing the Quantities, Prices, and Cost of the several Descriptions of Mate- 
rial supplied to No. 1 Committee of the Corporation, within the Year ended 31st December, 1876. 


January, 

February, 

March, 

May, . 

August, 

September, 

October, 

November, 

December, 




101*8 

157* 

100 * 

6944 

221 * 

3644 


330* 

160* 

43* 

m 

7244 

25* 

36* 

40* 

131* 

3644 

5344 


1,552*| I, 


,51744 


10* 

401* 

35944 

51644 

608 

46644 

34944 

18744 


62944 

676 

64844 

45344 

48344 

47* 

118 

19044 

32044 

27644 

23544 

24344 


2,800* 4,12344 



Brav Stone. 

BOIIKR 

'UBrek.va Green 




Brok 

■s Bta 

K STON 







Cs. M. 

G». id. 

6j. 3d. 

"6x. 

is. 3d. 

ts. 3d. 


3.f. lOtf. 

3 s. ad. 

3j. 5 d. 

3s. id. 

3$. 3d. 

January, 

- 

32944 

20648 

92* 


34745 


50546 

509* 

322* 

- 

_ 

— 

55 

February, . 

2348 

52444 

365* 


‘238* 

Ul* 

986* 

198*5 

340*5 

133* 

- 

- 

20* 

1846 

Marcb, . . 

16144 

463 

36544 

~ 

411* 

- 

1,66044 

_ 

- 

- 

75 

112 

49 

_ 

April. . . . 

49544 

31344 

26344 

- 

'340* 

- 

1,435* 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

167 

— 

■ _ 

May, . 

285* 

36844 

391* 

- 

438* 

- 

2,128 

- 

- 

- 

— 

112 

_ 

_ 

June, . . - . 

- 

319 

3S344 

- 

.441 


1,817 


_ 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

July, . 

- 

2S444 

249* 

- 

299* 

- 

l,4S9*a 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

August, 

- 

- 

25541 

- 

24SJ4 

- 

1,463 

- 

— 

_ 

794S 

_ 

GO* 

_ 

September, . 

- 


33744 

- 

.37348 

- 

1,600* 

- 

— 

- 

- 

_ 

s*s 

_ 

October, 


- 

427* 

- 

40144 

- 

2,010* 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

55 

_ 

November, . 

5544 

262* 

289* 

- 

41345 

- 

2,414* 

- 

- 

- ' 

264 

— 

1243 

_ 

December, . 

113* 

35744 

316*8 

- 

408 

~ 

2,536*8 

- 

- 

- 

330 

- 

- 

- 

Tons, 

1,1354-4 

3,22344 

3,912* 

* 

4,07444 

522* 

19,540* 

70*45 

90945 

45515 

74S43 

391 

206 

103*8 


Total 

Monthly 

Quantity. 


4,118*. 

4,207* 

3,592* 

4,43344 

3,519* 

2,86444' 

2,851* 

3,258* 

4,04944' 

4,597*. 

4,81944 



J. P. KERRIGAN, Book-keeper, No. 1 Committee. 
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Abstract Apportionment of Net Expenditure for Year ended 31st December, 1S76. 


Scavenging and Watering, 
Macadamizing, 

Paving (General and Presentment) 
Do. Special, . 

Asphalte Paving, . 

Footways— Flagging, . 

Do." Asphalting, . 

Do. Tar Pavement, 

Public Lighting, . 

House Drains, 

Domestic Scavenging, . 
Whitehorse Tard, . 

Miscellaneous, 

Urinals, .... 
Parliamentary Costs, 

Dangerous Buildings, &c., 


13.045 8 5 
12,893 1 10 
0,344 12 4 
17,805 IS 7 
1.018 18 7 
4,690 4 7 
3;812 10 O 
912 5 7 
9,255 12 0 
991 18 9 
4 CO 10 11 
371 16 8 
247 11 8 
139 7 S 
143 12 11 
581 17 9 


Sick Fund, 

Stationery and Advertising, . 

Salaries, 

Repayment of Balances of Deposits 
on Licences, .... 
Repayment of Loan — First Instal- 

Expenses incidental to Loan, . 


£ t 

03 2 
249 15 


1,395 14 11 


£ 


1,493 11 


Dublin. 
Apportionment 
of Net Ex- 
penditure. 


1,000 0 0 

6S5 15 8 

78,203 14 0 


SEWERS. 

North- District, .... 4,277 13 6 

South, do. .... 3,200 11 8 

7,484 5 2 


'Total Service Expenditure for Tear 1876, . 85,687 19 2 


J. BEVERIDGE, 

Secretary, No. 1 Committee. 


J. P. KERRIGAN, 

Book-keeper, No. 1 Committee. 


Accounting Statement and Balance Sheet of No. 1 Committee of the Corporation for year ended 
31st December, 1876. 
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378 LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND TAXATION INQUIRY COMMISSION (IRELAND). 
Return showing the Receipts and Expenditure of the Improvement Fund of the Corporation 
I) b - ' The Improvement Fond of 


Year ended 31st August, 1869. 
Balance to credit on 31st August, 1868, . 

Hates and Ax-rears lodged by the Collector-General of 
Rates, viz. : — 

Arrears of Assessment, year 1 866, . 

Ditto, ditto, 1867, . 

Ditto, ditto, 1868, . 

On account ditto, 1869, . 

Deposit Account, Licenses and Sundries, . 

Wide Street Rents, Coal Duty Account, . 

Circular-road Turnpike Trust, .... 
Markets, Smithfield, Weights and Measures, &c., . 


1,043 3 0 
23,797 0 11 
25,222 16 6 


50,101 3 2 
7,122 19 1 
456 16 4 
17 10 0 
372 0 10 


Year ended 31st August, 1870. 
Rates and Arrears lodged by the Collector-General of 
Rates, viz. : — 

Arrears of Assessments, year 1867, . 

Ditto, ditto, 1868, 

Ditto, ditto, 1869, 

On account ditto, 1870, 

Deposit Account, Licenses and Sundries, . , 

Wide Street Rents, Coal Duty Account, . 

Circular-road Turnpike Trust, . . 

Markets, Smithfield, Weights and Measures Department, . 


48,889 15 1 
4,273 14 4 
330 1 9 
39 12 6 
401 3 9 


Year ended 31st August, 1871. 
Rates and Arrears lodged by the Collector-General of 
Rates, viz. : — 

Arrears of Assessments, year 1868, 

Ditto, ditto, 1869, 

Ditto, ditto, 1870, 

On account ditto, 1871, 


Deposit Account, Licenses and Sundries, . 

Wide Street Rents, Coal Duty Account, * 

Circular-road Turnpike Trust, . 

Markets, Smithfield, Weights and Measures Department, . 

National Bank, Advance to buy Horses, . 

Amount contributed by Bank of Ireland towards Improving College 


39 3 5 
1,453 7 2 
24,508 .9 10 
25,039 10 8 


53,934 7 5 


Year ended 31st August, 1872. 
Rate and Arrears lodged by the Collector-General of 
Rates, viz. : — 

Arrears of Assessments, year 1869, 

Ditto, ditto, 1870, 

Ditto, ditto, 1871, 

On account of ditto, 1872, 


Deposit Account, Licenses and Sundries, . 

Wide Street Rents, Coal Duty Account, . . 

Circular-road Turnpike Trust," 

Markets, Smithfield, Weights and Measures Department, . 

N ational Bank, Advance to buy Horses, 

Widening and Improving Streets Account, Presentments, &a, 


52 18 5 
878 18 7 
25,638 6 3 
25,969 5 8 


52,539 8 11 
3,831 0 11 


57,915 11 8 


Carried forward, , 


59,447 0 1 
230,422 2 11 
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of Dublin during Eight Years commencing on 1st September, lS68,and ended on 31st August, 1876. 
the Corporation of Dublin. Cr. 


Payments. 

Year ended 31st August, 1809. 

General Works Account, including Paving, Macadamizing, Scavenging and 
Watering, Flagging, House Drains, Stores, and Miscellaneous, 

Lighting Public Lamps 
Gas Meter Depai-tment, 

Stationery, Printing, <fcc., . 

City Hall Expenses, proportion of, 

Sanitary Department, 

Market, Weights and Measures Department, 

Instalments of Wide Street Debt, with Interest, 

Law Expenses, .... 

Parliamentary Expenses, .... 

Compensation Annuities (under Dublin Improvement Act and Collection 
of Prates Act, 1849), 

Salaries of Officers, 

Repayments of Balances of Deposits for Licenses, (he., 

Wide Street Rents and Taxes, 

Year ended- 31st August, 1870. 

General Works Account, viz., Paving, Macadamizing, Scavenging, Watering, &c. 
Repayments of Balances of Deposits for Licenses, &c., .£1,063 15s. 10c7. 

Lighting Public Lamps, £S,900 14s. 1(7., 

Wide Street Rents and Taxes, and Law Expenses incident thereto, 

Rates, Circular-road Turnpike Trust, £5 2s. 5(7 . ; Stationery, Printing, 
& e., £151 15*. 8 d., . - • • . 

Markets, Weights and Measures Department, (he., £947 19s. 5 d. ; Salaries 
of Officers, £2,37G 2s. 10d., ..... 

Sanitary Depai-tment, Urinals, (he., 

Law Expenses, £1,143 10s. 6(7. ; Parliamentary Costs, £57 18s. lid. 

City Hall, proportion of Expenses, £239 9s. 6(7., 

Instalments of Wide Street Debt, with Interest, £1,839 8s. 3(7. ; Widening 
and Improving Street, £156 2s., . • - • • 

Compensation Annuities (under Dublin Improvement and Collection of 
Rates Acts, 1849), 

Year ended 31st August, 1871. 

General Works Account, viz., Paving, Macadamizing, Scavenging, Watering, &c. 
Repayments of Balances of Deposits, £1,089 11s. ; Wide Street Rents and 
Taxes, £64 2s. 6(7., 

Circular-road Turnpike Trust, Rates and Taxes, £3 19*. 7 d. ; Purchase of 
Horses, £535 2s., . ... 

Lighting the Public Lamps, Arc., £7,409 9s. 7(7. j Stationery, Printing, &c. 

£203 14*. 8d., . . 

Smitlifield Markets, Weights and Measures Department, 

Sanitary Department, Urinals, &c., £180 4*. ; Salaries of Officers, 
£2,423 12s. 10(7., . 

Law Expenses, £150 16s. 5(7. ; Parliamentary Costs, £403 6s., 

Repayment — two Instalments, with Interest — Account Advance from Bank 
of Ireland, . • • • ' • . • 

Compensation Annuities (under Dublin Improvement and Collection of 
Rates Acts, 1849), ...... 

City Hall, proportion of Expenses of Maintenance, (he., 

YeAr ended 31st August, -1872. • 

General Works Account, viz., Paving, Macadamizing, Scavenging, Sic. 
Repayments of Balances of Deposits for Licenses; <hc., • . 

Widening and Improving Streets, Sundries, including Instalments to Bank 
of Ireland, . • • - • • _ 

Wide Street Rents, Coal Duty Account; £136 12*. 7(7.; Horse Account 
and Expenses, £5,422 14*. 1(7., • . ■ • • • • • • 

Lighting the Public Lamps, (he., and Gas Meter Department Expenses, 
Stationery, Printing, &c., £280 7s. 9(7. ; SmitMeld Markets, Weights and 
Measures, <hc., £811 12s. 10(7., -. 

Sanitary Department, Urinals, &c:, 

Law Expenses, £96 2s. ; Parliamentary Costs, £1,680 11s., 

Salaries of Officers, . . ' - ' • ' • , 

Compensation Annuities (under Dublin -Improvement and Collection of 
Rates Acts, 1849), 

City Hall, proportion of Expenses' of Maintenance, 

National Bank Instalments, Account of Loan, together with Interest, 


£ 

s. 

cl. 

37,169 

9 

8 

8,858 

6 

1 

3 

14 

3 

95 

15 

6 

196 

4 

2 

150 

3 

9 

744 

19 

2 

1,082 

IS 

i 

265 

16 

4 

402 

16 

2 

2,554 

6 

G 

2,302 

12 

5 

1,982 

0 

4 

137 

0 

7 

36,300 

3 

8 

9,964 

9 

11 

297 

17 

8 

156 

18 

1 

3.324 

2 

3 

10S 

4 

4 

1,440 

IS 

11 

1,995 

10 

3 

2,029 

2 

8 

41,737 

17 

5 

1,153 

13 

6 

539 

1 

7 

7,613 

4 

3 

SS2 

7 

3 

2,603 

16 

10 

554 

2 

5 

310 

12 

9 

1,979 

14 

8 

252 

0 

4 

37,275 

14 


893 

6 

5 

1,205 

7 

10 

5,559 

6 

8 

8,043 

4 

5 

1,092 

0 

7 

125 

16 

8 

1,776 

13 

0 

2,478 

1 

6 

1,753 

18 

0 

275 

0 

5 

1,044 

15 

10 


An*. No. 15. 

Dublin. 

Eight Years’ 
Accounts of 
Improvement 
Fund. 


55,946 3 0 


57,626 11 0 


1 Carried forward, ' . 


61,523 6 1 
1230,713 7 10 
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Dk - The Improvement Fund of tlie 


Brought forward, . 


Year ended 31st August, 1873. 

£ s. 4. 

Rate and Arrears of Rate lodged by tlie Collector-General 
of Rates, viz. : — 

Arrears of Assessment, year 1870, .. ,. . 60 4 11 

Ditto, ditto, 1871,.. .. . 836 12 0 

Ditto, ditto, 1872,.. .. . 24,765 6 6 

On account of ditto, 1873, . .. . 25,836 5 9 

Deposit Account, Licenses and Sundries, . 

Wide Street Rents, Coal Duty Account, . 

Circular-road Turnpike Trust, 

Markets, Smithfield, Weights and Measures Department, 

Widening and Improving Streets Account, Presentments, &c., 
Recoupments, 

Waterworks, Street Openings, 

Repayment, by No. 3 Committee, of Temporary advance, 


Year ended 31st August, 1874. 

Rate and Arrears of Rate lodged by the. Collector-General 
of Rates, viz. : — 

Arrears of Assessments, year 1871, . 

Ditto, ditto, 1872, . 

Ditto, ditto, 1873, . 

On account of ditto, 1874, . 


. 142 

. 948 

. 25,647 3 
. 26,405 7 


0 10 
3 0 


Deposit Account, Sundries, Licenses, Domestic Scavenging, <fcc.. 
Wide Street Rents, Coal Duty Account, . . . 

Circular-road Turnpike Trust, . • . 

Markets, Smithfield, Weights and Measures, 

Widening and Improvement of Streets Account, Presentments, <fcc. 
Committee No. 2, Scavenging Cattle Market, 

Port and Docks, Paving Work at Quays, . 

Waterworks Committee, Street Openings Account, 

Dividends on Purchase-money, .... 
Repayment, account of Salary to Mr. Cotton, 

Stationery Account, recoupment, . 


Year ended 31st August, 1875. 

Rate and Arrears of Rate lodged by the Collector-General 
of Rates, viz. : — 

Arrears of Assessments, year 1870, . . 68 3 

Ditto, ditto, 1872, . . 128 13 

Ditto, ditto, 1S73, . . 1,253 17 

Ditto, ditto, 1874, . . 25,082 6 

On account of ditto, 1875, . . 26,376 5 


Deposit Account, Sundries, Licenses, Domestic Scavenging, &c., 

Wide Street Rents, Coal Duty Account, .... 
Circular-road Turnpike Trust, 

Markets, Smithfield, <fec., £355 9s. 3d ; Alliance Gas Company, Street 
Openings Account, .£1,453 9s. 9d, .... 

Paving Sets sold, £49 4s. ; Old Iron sold, £102 Is.' 2d., 1 

Waterworks, Street Openings Account, £154 12s. 8 d. ■ Dividends 
Purchase-money, £106 Us., ..... 
Recoupment from North and South Sewers, 

Cheque charged in last year’s Account but not paid, 

Widening and Improving Streets Account!, Presentments, &c., 

Law Expenses Account, . . . t 


Carried forward, „ . 


51,498 

3,549 

381 

14 

336 

2,206 

105 

75 

1,000 


3,142 14 10 
3,268 6 10 
333 12 2 
18 4 4 
422 6 1 
3,160 0 6 
61 0 0 
636 11 2 
55 17 5 
101 19 1 
250 0 0 


52,909 5 5 
3,388 17 6 
440 4 6 
33 18 5 

1,808 19 0 
151 5 2 

261 3 8 
2,482 12 8 
25 0 0 
2,310 15 0 
11 19 11 


£ s. d. 
230,422 2 11 


•9,167 9 9 


61,451 0 11 


3,830 1 3 


414,870 14 10 
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Corporation of Dublin — continued. 


Cr. 


Payments. 


Brought forward, .' 


Year ended 31st August, 1873. 

General Works Account, viz., Paving, Macadamizing, Scavenging, Water- 
ing, «fec., ......... 

Repayments of Balances of Deposits for Licenses, <fec., 

Wide Street Rents, Rates, &c., £92 18s. 9tf. ; Horse Account and Expenses, 
£5,398 14s. 4 d., ........ 

Lighting the Public Lamps, and Gas Meter Department, &c., 

Stationery, Printing, &c., £258 5s. lid. ; Markets, Smithfield, Weights and 
Measures Department, &c., .£637 9s. 6 d., .... 

Law Expenses, £107 5s. 5 d . ; Parliamentary Costs, £023 14s. 8 d.. 
Widening and Improving Streets Account, including Instalments to Bank 
of Ireland, . . . . 

Salaries of Officers, £2,992 2s. 5 d. ; City Hall, Proportion of Expenses, 
£314 10s. 8 d., . . . . . . 

Compensation Annuities (under Dublin Improvement and Collection of 
Rates Acts, 1849), ....... 

National Bank, Repayment of Loan, ..... 

No. 3 Committee, an Advance as Temporary Loan in aid of Borough Fund, 
Local Government Board (Ireland), Proportion of Audit Fee, 1872, 


Year ended 31st August, 1874. 

General Works Account, viz., Paving, Macadamizing, Scavenging, Water- 
ing, &c., . . . . . . . . 

Horse Account and Expenses, 

Lighting the Public Lamps, &c., . 

Stationery, Printing, &c., . 

Smithfield Market, Weights and Measures, 

Law Costs, £12 11s. id. ; Parliamentary Costs, £379 5s. 3d., 

Widening and Improving Streets, including Instalments to Bank of Ireland, 
Salaries of Officers, ....... 

Compensation Annuities (under Dublin Improvement and Collection of 
Rates Acts, 1849), ....... 

Ditto, Proportion of Annuities under 32 and 33 Vic., 

City Hal), Proportion of Expenses of Maintenance, 

Repayments of Balances of Deposits for Licenses, ifcc., 

Domestic Scavenging Expenses, ...... 

Wide Street Rents and Taxes, ...... 

Local Government Board (Ireland), Balance of Proportion of Audit Fee, 
1872, ......... 

City Treasurer, to supplement Cheque for Wages, .... 


Year ended 31st August, 1875. 

General Works Account, viz., Paving, Macadamizing, Scavenging, Water- 
ing, &c., ........ 

Horse Account and Expenses, £5,999 7s. lid. ; Stationery, Printing, &c., 

£348 4s. id., . 

Lighting the Public Lamps, <fcc., ...... 

Smithfield Market, Weights and Measures Department, 

Law Costs, £90 16s. 2 d. ; Parliamentary Costs, £153 10s., 

Widening and Improving Streets, including Instalments to Bank of Ireland, 
Salaries of Officers, ........ 

Compensation Annuities (under Dublin Improvement and Collection of 
Rates Acts, 1849), ....... 

Ditto, under 32 and 33 Vic., ...... 

City Hall, Proportion of Expenses of Maintenance, 

Repayments of Balances of Deposits for Licenses; . . . . 

Domestic Scavenging Expenses, . ... 

Wide Street Rents, Rates, &c., ...... 

Circular-road Turnpike Trust, <kc., ...... 

Local Government Board (Ireland), Proportion of Audit Fee, 1S73, 

City Weigh-houses, Recoupment, ...... 

Expenses for Advertising for Loan of £50,000, 


Carried forward, . 


£ 


d. 

38,S24 

11 

7 

825 

12 

2 

5,491 

13 

1 

7,242 

10 

10 

895 

15 

5 

1,031 

0 

1 

1,503 

2 

8 

3,306 

13 

1 

1,759 

1 

0 

1,000 

0 

0 

1,000 

0 

0 

29 

4 

3 

42,194 

12 

0 

5,439 

4,408 

16 

10 

16 

9 

307 

19 

1 

728 

18 

7 

391 

16 

7 

1,170 

5 

11 

2,516 

6 

3 

1,529 

12 

6 

1S3 

6 

0 

452 

16 

5 

1,041 

5 

8 

221 

10 

10 

24 

15 

6 

0 

9 

10 

33 

S 

5 

40,299 

0 

24 

6,347 

12 

3 

6,970 

13 

6 

722 

17 

5 

244 

6 

2 

673 

17 

1 

2,266 

14 

8 

959 

9 

9 

409 

17 

5 

524 

4 

0 

1,144 

12 

7 

346 

13 

6 

132 

15 

2 

2 

6 

8 

32 

11 

6 

4 

12 

4 

3 

9 

0 

- 

- 



£ s. d. 
230,713 7 10 


62,909 


4 2 


60,645 17 2 


61,085 13 24 
415,354 2 4] 


3D 


App. No. 13. 

Dublin. 

Eight Years’ 
Accounts of 
Improvement 
Fund. 
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Dr. The Improvement Pond of the 


Receipts. 


76 0 
4,337 8 
24,927 10 
25,678 5 


4,354 14 2 
1,063 12 1 


Brought forward, . 


Year ended 31st August, 1876. 

Rate and Arrears of Rate lodged by the Collector-General 
of Rates, viz. : — 

Arrears of Assessments, year 1873, 

Ditto, ditto, 1874, 

Ditto, ditto, 1S75, 

On Account of ditto, 1S76, 

Deposit Account, Licenses, Domestic Scavenging, &c., 

Less Deficiency of late City Treasure!-, 

Wide Street Rents, Coal Duty Account, . 

Additional Receipts, Domestic Scavenging, 

Circular-road Tui-npike Trust, 

Southfield Market, Weights and Measures Department, 

Less Deficiency of late City Treasurer, 

General Works Account, . 

Waterworks, Street Openings Account, 

City Weigh-houses, .... 

Raving Setts Sold, and Lent on Security, . 

Horse Hire, ..... 

Gas Meter Department, .... 

Public Health Committee, .... 

Bank of Ireland, undefined Credit, 

Surcharges of Auditor,, 

North and South Sewers, Horse Hire and Carters’ Wages, 

St. Sepulchre’s Weigli-house, 

Law Expenses Account, Recoupments, 

Widening and Improving Street Account, Presentments, ifec., 
Dublin Cattle Market, Scavenging Account, 

Interest on Deposit Notes, .... 

Deficiency of Nugent Robinson, late City Treasurer, 

Loan from Law Life Assurance Society for special Paving Purposes, 


453 7 
95 7 


£ s. d. 


••55,019 3 11 


3,291 2 
3S1 14 
4 16 
12 5 


0 1 
0 0 


571 

125 

47 

13 

1 

17 

383 

1 


8 0 
6 0 


1,605 12 0 
101 
204 
127 
20,000 


4 

16 10 
15 5 
0 0 


414,870 14 10 


82,517 3 4 


£\ 497,387 IS 2 


* Including £2,550 lbs., being proportion of amount of Treasury Contribution in aid of Local Eaten, for the year ended 25tli March, 1875. 


Repoet of Francis Morgan, Law and Land Agent. 


27th March, 1875. 

To the Chairman and Gentlemen of Committee 
N o. 3 (Finance). 

Conversion of City Debenture Debt into Trans- 
ferable Stock — Sale of Corporation Lands in 
County of Dublin, &c. 

Although your Committee had kindly granted to me 
permission in certain cases to make reports direct to 
the Council, I consider it more respectful to submit 
the following for your consideration : 

In my Report of 25th May, 1872, presented to your 
Committee, printed with their sanction, and circulated 
to members of the Council, I enumerated nine separate 
objects as then desirable to be attained by a private 
Corporation Estate Act, viz. — 

1. Power to commute leases for lives into leases for 

adequate fixed terms’ of years at same rents. 

2. Power to accept surrender of- leases for years 

within seven years of expiration, to secure ves- 
ted interests by grant of rentcharges to all 
parties entitled to profit rents. 

3. Power to realise the full value in rents of surren- 

dered holdings by grant of a lease to the occu- 


pant of each separate tenement at the full 
yearly value without fine, such yearly value to 
be ascertained by survey and valuation, or by 
mutual agreement with each occupant, and in 
case of disagreement the rent to be fixed on 
survey bythe bead of tlie GovernmentValuation 
Office in Ireland, such Government survey and 
valuation to be final and conclusive, and paid 
for by the Corporation and their lessees in equal 
moieties. To grant leases of tenements for 
thirty-five years ; leases for rebuilding for 105 
years. 

4. Power to sell, at not less than twenty-five years 

purchase, the perpetual yearly rents of sixty- 
• eight denominations in City rental, amounting 
to £1,357, which cannot increase, and invest 
the proceeds in purchase of City Debentures. 
To survey and sell, in lots not exceeding twenty 
or less than ten acres, six townlands in the 
County of Dublin, containing together about 
2,000 acres. 

5. Power, in case said perpetual rents and six town- 

lands should not produce sufficient sums to pur- 
chase all outstanding City Debentures, to sell 
the slippage and anchorage harbour dues, aver- 
aging £1,250 per year, and apply proceeds in 
purchase of City Debentures. 
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Corporation of Dublin' — continued. 


Cb. 


Payments. 


£ s. <?. £ s. d. 


Brought forward, . 


415,354 2 4£ 


Year ended 31st August, 1876. 


General Works Account — Paving, Macadamizing, Scavenging, Watering, 
Flagging, ifcc., including the sum of £1,103 7s. lid., portion of Expendi- 
ture charged against Loan, . 

Lighting the Public Lamps, ...... 

Horse Account and Expenses, . . . 

Stationery, Printing, &c., . 

Smitbfield Market, Weights and Measures Department, &c., 

Law Expenses, £553 4s. 9tf. ; Parliamentary Costs, £8 11s., 

Widening and Improving Streets, including Instalments to Bank of Ireland, 
Salaries of Officers, ........ 

Compensation Annuities (under Dublin Improvement and Collection of llates 

Act, 1849) 

Ditto (under 32 and 33 Vic.), ...... 

City Hall, Proportion of Expenses of Maintenance, 

Repayments of Balances of Deposits for Licenses, <tc., . 

Domestic Scavenging Expenses, ...... 

Wide Street Rents, Rates, &c., ...... 

City Treasurer, Petty Expenses Account, ..... 

Sick Fund. Deductions from Wages, ..... 

Late City Treasurer, Cheque to pay Wages, not so applied, 

Interest on Loans, ........ 

Expenses of Loans, ....... 


By Balance to Credit of Improvement Fund on 31st August, 1876, 


52,599 1 1 
5,854 2 2 
5,345 19 8 
438 S 9 
804 16 9 
561 15 10 
343 19 11 
2,754 IS 6 


S40 6 2 
533 9 8 
466 1 0 


1,355 6 
470 9 
40 19 
1 3 
64 2 

446 5 
285 0 


8 

10 


0 

0 

0 

0 


73,228 9 10 


188,582 12 24 
8,805 5 1U 


£ 497,387 18 2 


Thomas O’Donnell, City Accountant, 
May 2nd, 1877. 


6. Power to enclose and reclaim part of the North 

LifFey Wet Acre Lots, containing about fifty- 
five acres, lying between Clontarf-road, at 
Donnycamey, and the Dublin and Drogheda 
Railway. 

7. Power to sell i-ents of Wide Street Estates and 

apply proceeds to widen streets. 

8. Power to sell the holdings, late toll houses, on 

Circular-road Estate for repairs of Circular- 
road. 

9. Power to agree with owners of land comprising 

Richmond Bridewell for purchase of some for 

Since my Report of 25th of May, 1872, your Com- 
mittee have in part adopted my suggestions and secured 
two of the foregoing objects, by recommending the 
Council to present a memorial for assent of the Trea- 
sury to — 

No. 1. Commutation of Leases for lives now in 
operation. 

No. 9. Purchase from Lord Meath of head rent of 
Richmond Bridewell now completed. 

I therefore recommend resolutions of the Council, 
expressive of approval, and memorials to the Treasury 
for assent so far as empowered, to the remaining seven 
objects above specified, but I am induced to place in 
the foreground two objects of more immediate impor- 
tance not mentioned in my former Report, viz.: — 


To repeal the 55th Corporation By-law, and dis- 
continue lettings of Corporation property by public 
auction. - Such discontinuance has now become indis- 
pensable, in consequence of the expiration in 1 8S0 of 
the leases of twenty-four very valuable holdings in 
Suffolk-street, Grafton-street, and Wicklow-street, held 
by respectable traders who have been long in occupation, 
and are now willing to accept leases at the full present 
value, and rebuild such as require rebuilding. 

The very valuable lease A R No. 4, held by the 
Trustees of Viscount Clifden, a minor, of ground on 
Arran-quay, Ellis’s-quay, and Pembroke-quay’, com- 
prising about 150 tenements, will expire in 1881. 
The trustees have proposed to treat for its immediate 
surrender or sale to the Corporation. The occupants 
would join and enter into new tenancies if lettings by 
auction be discontinued. 

To obtain the consent of the Bank of Ireland, and 
the holder's of all outstanding City Debentures, now 
amounting to about £200,000, to their conversion, at 
£5 each under par, into City of Dublin Estate Stock, 
secured by deed upon all the Corporation Landed 
Estates, Stock to bear 4 per cent, interest, payable 
half-yearly at the Bank of Ireland, or their conversion 
at par into like stock, bearing interest at 3£ per cent, 
payable half-yearly at the Bank of Ireland, the City 
Estate Stock to be transferable in like manner as 
Government or Bank of Ireland Stock. 

Such conversion of City Debentures, amounting to 
about £200,000, into 4 per cent. City Estate Stock, 
3 D 2 


Arp. No. To. 

Dublin. 

Eight Years' 
Accounts of 
Improvement 


Report of 
Francis 
Morgan, eaq. 
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at £5 under par, would effect a saving of £10,000 
(principal), or the reduction of interest to 31 per cent, 
on the Debenture Debt, converted at par, would save 
annually over £1,000. 

The late purchase by the Hibernian Bank from 
the Corporation of their reversion in fee in six lease- 
holds in College-green, <fcc., at £13,430, applied in 
purchase of City Debentures, has proved that sufficient 
City Debentures of £92 Gs. 2d. were purchased at 
about £80 each. 

Sale op Lands. 

In relation to the sale in small lots, rent free for ever, 
of six Towulands in the County of Dublin, con- 
taining about 2,000 acres, the produce to be 
invested in City of Dublin Estate Stock. 

Since my Report of 25th May, 1872, Earl Cliarle- 
mont has advertised for sale his interest in the Lands 
of Donnycarney, held under two leases from the 
Corporation, viz. : — 


£857 13 3 

His Lordship proposes to sell to tiie Corporation his 
interest in both leases for £12,000. payable within two 
years, give immediate possession of his house and about 
150 acres of Donnycarney within his demesne, Marino, 

Clontarf, and assign to the Corporation the rents pay- 
able by his six tenants, holding 127 acres on leases for 
forty-five years, at yearly rents amounting to . . £000 0 0 

These demesne lands, so near the city, if sold in 
five-acre lots, statute, I believe to be worth £6 10s. to 
£7 per acre, and thirty years’ purchase. 

I submit the following estimate of purchase and 
proceeds : — . 

Purchase by the Corporation of Dublin of Earl Charlemont's 
holdings, Donnycarney. 

£ s. d. £ s. d. 

A.H. 114. Donnycarney, 
to statute acres, on 
lease for over, yearly 
rent, . . . 113 19 0 

Less proportion of 
Poor Rate, at Is. 
in the pound, . 3 14 0 


10.S . 


lease 45 years, yearly 

Less proportion of 
Poor Rate, at Is. 
in the pound, . . 


it 22 years’ purchase, 15,532 0 i 


Net value of two Leaseholds, as above, . 
Purchase-money demanded, . 

Less allowance claimed, . 


Rents payable by six 
tenants on lease, . GOO i 
Less proportion of 
Poor Rate, '. . 30 


150 acres to be given up, 
worth £0 10s. per acre, 9 


0at30yeara'purchase, 17,100 ( 


Probable gain to the Corporation, . 


925 5 oat 30 years’ purchase, 27,757 10 0 
£44,S57 10 0 

If the purchase and sale of Donnycarney shall lie 
effected, and prove remunerative, I recommend the fol- 
lowing lands to he also surveyed in lots not less than 
five acres, and sold, rent free for ever, on expiration 
of subsisting leases : — 

Colganstown, 200 aefes, lease expires March, 1877. 

ltiugwood, 100 acres, lease expires March, 1877. 

Ii.dlycoolane, GOO acres, lease expires lSlsO. 

Baldoyle Lands, GOO acres, held on 16 1 t» sou 

leases, to expire 18SG, j Si!LS e .“" !r 

Do. 1 G Town Parks, 100 acres, held yearly, ( tSe 'towB^i.r'cr 

Do. 23 Town Lots, -do. a 

Clonturk, 350 acres, held on 26 IcaseTof' varices 

expiration, to be sold separately. 

Any surplus amount of converted City Debentures 
realized by sale of the foregoing Lands, or by sale of 
the Slippage and Anchor-age Harbour Dues (which 
dues ore not charged to secure City Debentures) would 
be properly applicable to the building of at least twenty 
suitable cottages in the town of Baldoyle, and procurin'* 
a Supply of Vai-try water to that town. 

Also to euclose and reclaim about fifty-five acres, 
part of tire North Liffey Wet Acre Lots, between the 
lands of Donnycarney and the Drogheda Railway 
Station. 

Sale op W ide Street Rents. 

To sell the rents of the Wide Street Rents in thc- 
City of Dublin net amount £312, now relieved from 
the annual charge of £154 10s. payable to the late 
solicitor. 

The proceeds of the Wide Street Rents are properly 
applicable to widen streets, construct new streets, or a 
tunnel from Winetavern-street to Patrick-street, if 
approved by the Municipal Council. 

To sell the holdings, late toll-liouses, on the Circular- 
road, and apply proceeds to repairs of that road. 

To extend present leasing power of the Corporation 
from thirty-one years of tenements, and seventy-five 
years for building, under Act 3 & 4 Vic., cap. 108, to 
fifty years for tenements, and to 100 years for building. 

If your Committee will, as in the case of my Report 
of 25th May, 1S72, direct this Report to be printed 
and distributed to Members of the Council, I shall be 
prepared to add all such further information in detail 
as will vouch the several statements, and enable the 
Council to determine if memorials in support should 
be presented to the Treasury. 

Francis Morgan. 


Proposed 

Disallowance. 


Report— R e Proposed Disallowance. 


Secretary’s Office, City Hall, 
Committee No. 1. 

Dublin, 23rd February, 1877. 

. Gentlemen, — I beg to report that the auditor lias 
intimated his intention of disallowing the sum of 7s. 
per week, drawn by the committee for each of seven 
worn-out workmen during the year ended 31st August 
last. He objects to the payment on the ground that 
the men are returned on the wages hook as “ Men em- 
ployed in Whitehorse-yard by order of Committee No. 
1, one of the men being dead (the ease inquired into 
by you in last November), and the others not having 
worked during the year. 

I beg to submit the following resume of the facts : — 
On the /th November, 1868, the City Engineer 
having brought under notice instances of workmen 
unfit for further duty, by reason of advanced age, and. 
having recommended some of them as worthy of the 
utmost consideration of the committee, on. account of 


their long services, a report was forwarded to the 
Municipal Council recommending that they should be 
superannuated on 7s. per week, to he paid out of the 
borough fund. The report was confirmed on the 5th 
February, 1869, the order of Council applying to three 
of the men now referred to. No. 3 Committee having 
charge of the Borough Fund, was then requested to 
provide for the future payment of the allowance, and 
to lodge to the credit of the improvement fund the 
amount disbursed while the report was under the con- 
sideration of the Council. 

On the minutes of 12th June, 1869, a report of Mr. 
Morgan appears to the effect that he was of opinion 
the payments were not properly payable out of the 
borough fund, and that the direction for their pay- 
ment out of that fund must have been inserted by mis- 
take, and recommending that a further report should 
he presented to the Council to vary their order in that 
particular. No steps appear to have been taken with 
this object, however ; the following order in regard to 
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the men having heen made a fortnight before, on 
receipt of a communication from No. 3 Committee : — 

•* To be employed in the yard, Wine. tavern-street, cleaning lamps, 
£c., and as messengers, as Mr. Caul shall direct, from week to week, 
at 7s. per week each, from the 11th Inst." 

The Wages Book for 1SGS-9 shows that while the 
matter was under the consideration of the Council the 
men were returned as “ Superannuated watchmen,” 
and afterwards as “ Labourers in yard, per Committee 
order of 29th May, 1869.” 

Subsequently the four other men were ordered by 
the Committee to be classed with these. I append a 
summary showing their advanced ages, length of ser- 
vice, and peculiar claims. I have ascertained that for 
some time these men discharged such slight services as 
were required of them, but probably through becoming 
more feeble, they attended less regularly, finally ceas- 
ing to go at all to Winetavern-street, and appearing at 
the City Hall only to receive their money. 

I have not been able to find the returns of labour in 
Whitehorse-yard at this period, but Mr. Caul, the 
former storekeeper, informs me that when the men did 
not attend he noted this on the return sent to Mr. 
Doyle, the former book-keeper, who explains that he 
did not bring the fact specially under notice, as he con- 
sidered the payment was understood to be a kind of 
retiring allowance for past services, and that the fact 
of the men working or not was not material to the 
humane intention of the committee. Mr. Boyle, the 
present storekeeper, was appointed in February, 1S75, 
and continued to send returns as liis predecessor did, 
and the fact of the non-attendance of the men is noted 
on his returns ; Mr. Bosborough likewise continued to 
make the entries in the Wages Book as made while ho 
was assistant to Mr. Doyle. Both appear to be per- 
fectly satisfied that the position of these men was 
clearly understood. Mr. Boyle, from time to time, 
inquired from Mi - . Doyle, as to the continuing of this 
payment, and the explanation of Cody's money being 
so long drawn by a person representing him to be alive 
is found in the fact that the payment was not made in 
presence of the overseer at Whitehorse-yard, as in 
other cases, but at the City Hall, and that the duty of 
making the payment successively devolved on several 
officers, through unavoidable circumstances. Cody 
died in December, 1874, and the payment was early 
in 1875 superintended by Mr. Doyle ; after his super- 
annuation, conducted by Mr. Connolly until bis illness, 
then by Mr. Burke, who died, then by Mr. Eyre, until 
the duty was transferred to Mr. Shannon. To each of 
these officers was made the false representation that 
Cody was bedridden. Had one continued to discharge 
the duty of paying the men, Cody’s continued absence 
would have caused inquiry. 

During last year the treasurer thought it desirable 
to pay these men and others (numheiiug about S00) 
at Whitehorse-yard, ancl Cody’s non-appearance at- 
tracted Mr. Boyle’s attention, and before the truth 
transpired he had instituted inquiries, which would 
have led to the discovery of the imposition. -It is a 
common practice with those who employ large bodies 
of men to pay a workman’s wages to a person recog- 
nised to represent him, and it is inseparable from the 
payment of the vast number of men in your service, 
many of whom live at a distance, and have been work- 
ing under the rain or in the sewers all day. 


The general supervision of the accounts of the com- Arr. No 
rnittee is part of my duty, and I have, from time to ” 

time, brought under notice any matters that attracted xieport.^ 

my attention in the Wages Books, through which these proposed 
payments were made, as well as in any other matters Disallow 
of account These Wages Books, as you are aware, 
are an abstract, extending from fifty to sixty pages 
weekly, of all the Overseers’ Time Books, and it would 
be impossible, even if desirable, with the present small 
staff, to check each week all the items of this abstract ; 
but I believe it to be prepared with the most con- 
scientious care by Mr. Bosborough, and that his know- 
ledge of works peculiarly aids in its being properly done. 

I also believe it to bo an accurate summary of the re- 
turns, and during the past year I have imposed a check 
on a considerable portion of it, which, in my opinion, 
proves this — namely, that I have obtained directly 
from the overseers of paving, through the inspectors of 
works and the city engineer, returns of all details of 
the. extensive paving works, and that the amount of 
the wages paid in the course of each work has heen found 
at its completion to tally within a few shillings with 
the amount passed through the Wages Book. The 
comparison was made with critical accuracy, and was 
difficult, but the results obtained are worth the time 
and labour. The wages paid during the year under 
audit amount to £36,572 17s. lid., and the items 
questioned to £129 17s. 

Such are the facts relative to the proposed disallow- 
ance ; and I would beg to observe that if it he sus- 
tained, it will bring prominently forward the grave 
disadvantage at which the Corporation will be placed 
as compared with other extensive employer’s, in 
being totally debarred from showing any consideration 
for meritorious services rendered by workmen, or male- _ 
mg any, or even the slightest provision for cases of ex- 
treme old age or of incapacity for further work, arising 
from serious accidents incident to the employment, as 
in two of the cases under consideration. The admir- 
able provisions of the laws for the relief of the poor do 
not adequately meet cases like these, the receipt of 
poor relief being to decent workmen a great social de- 
gradation, as in a painful instance recently before you, 
iu which one of your workmen had contracted an in- 
curable disease from inhalingsewer gases. I would espe- 
cially direct the attention of the committee to the Bath- 
mines and Pembroke Main Drainage and Improvement 
Bill, now being promoted. The Township of Bathmines 
liasnothithertohadapuhlicauditor,andseekstheservices 
of one under clause 65 of this Bill ; but also at the 
same time seeks under clause 22 power to grant to 
“ any servant incapable of discharging the duties of his 
office with efficiency, by reason of permanent infirmity 
of mind or body, or of old age, an allowance not ex- 
ceeding two-thirds of liis salary, and likewise out of 
their funds make a reasonable allowance in any case to 
workmen or others employed in or about the sewers, 
when the circumstances in their discretion shall justify 
the same.” 

If such power and discretion be not already inherent 
in the Corporation, as incident to its powers and func- 
tions as an employer - , it would appear desirable to ac- 
quire them at the earliest opportunity. 

I am, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

J. Beveridge, Secretary. 

The Chairman and Gentlemen, No. 1 Committee. 


Names, Ages, Service, Ac., of the Worn-out Workmen paid 7s. per Week in Year ended August 31, 1877. \y or 


J. Burnett, . 
J. Price, 


P. Flood, 

P. Egan , 
if. Cody, 


I'Dead, . 


Scavenging Ganger when transferred to Corporation, ami continued 
so until scavenging was contracted for ; then appointed Watchman. 
Was Overseer of Scavenging under Paving Board, then Inspector of 
Nuisances and Warrant Officer. In discharge of duty met with 
accident, rendering his right hand useless, and laming him for life. 
Overseer of Scavenging, 1S22-1S36; Warrant Officer, 1887-1S39; 

Watchman, 1840-1868. 

Labourer and Watchman. 

Labourer ; lost an eye through an accident while working. 

Watchman; died November, 1876.. 

Became hopelessly blind. 
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Ait. No 


Return of Duties of Officers in connexion with Committee No. 2. 


Dublin. 

Duties of 
Officers of 
Committee No 
2. 


For the information of the Right Honorable the Lord Mayor. 


Inspectors of Weights and Measures (Lord Mayor’s 
men — sworn). 

Ephraim G. Webb, appointed 5tli May, 1865. 

George Edwards, „ 19th October, 1S69. 

Salary, each, one-half of £160 per annum as inspec- 
tors of weights and measures, and one-half of £30 per 
annum as deputy clerks of the market. 

Duties . — To attend each morning on the Right 
Honorable the Lord Mayor at the Mansion House, to 
receive his lordship’s directions as to the locality he 
wishes to inspect, or such other instructions as to the 
duty to be performed that day. 

On two clays in each week, accompanied by the van, 
to inspect weights and measures at the stores or shops 
of traders, to seize all fraudulent beams, scales, weights, 
or measures, and cause the owner to be summoned be- 
fore the Right Honorable the Lord Mayor, and attend 
the hearing of such cases to give evidence. 

To take charge of any weights or measures that may 
be incorrect from wear and tear (when fraud is not in- 
tended) for adjustment. 

To, on other days, inspect suspected persons, either 
singly or accompanied by an assistant, with a view of 
discovering attempted frauds. 

All tines imposed by the Right Honorable the Lord 
Mayor are, when received, lodged to the credit of the 
borough fund by the registrar of the Court. 

As deputy clerk of the markets, to visit and inspect 
the several meat, fish, fowl, and vegetable markets, 
with the view of detecting any unwholesome or unfit 
food exposed for sale, and, if any such, to seize same, 
and send it to the gardens of the Royal Zoological So- ’ 
ciety for the use of the animals therein. 

In addition to the above duties the inspectors of 


weights and measures in Dublin adjust any weights 
or measures that may be slightly incorrect (when frau- 
dulent intent is not apparent) for which they make a 
charge long adopted and acquiesced in by the general 
public, and has been found to work well in practice. 
This charge includes the cost of lead, labour coal 
stamping, and the cost of which is paid by them not 
out of the corporate funds. 

They retain the proceeds as additional salary. A 
return of all inspections and adjustments furnished 
weekly to the Committee No. 2. 

Inspector of Petroleum. 

Mr. Ephraim G. Webb, appointed 1870; salary, 
£10 per annum. 

Duties . — To inspect and report to Committee No. 2 
as to the fitness of the premises for storage and sale of 
petroleum before license is issued to the owner. 

To inspect from time to time all premises, the owners 
of which are licensed, for storage or sale of petroleum, 
to ascertain that a larger (quantity than authorized be 
not stored, and to obtain samples of mineral oils for 
testing. 

To report the result of such inspection from time to 
time to Committee No. 2. 

To attend and give evidence in any case of infringe- 
ments of the Acts. 

The inspectors of weights and measures make no 
charge for testing weights or measures if sent in, and 
found to be correct, and previously stamped with an 
authorized stamp, either English, Scotch, or Irish. 

They also test the several Corporation weigh-bridges, 
and all weights used in the water-bailiffs’ department 
free of charges to the Corporation. 


Duties of Corporation of the City of Dublin. — Extracts from Schedule of Duties of Officers attending 
Officers the Sword, as certified under the hand of Alderman George Roe, Lord Mayor, on date 

attendiug tUe December, 1S42. 

Sword. 


The Mace Bearer’s Duty. 

His duty is to attend on all public days, waiting 
■ Sundays, and to invite part of his Lordship’s company 
on collar days. 

Officer of Commons’ Duty. 

His duty is to summon all post assemblies himself ; 
to acquaint the master of each Corporation of the 
general assemblies; and likewise when they, their 
numbers and wardens, are to attend the sword on all 
scai-let days, and all other public occasions, and when 
to attend on waiting Sundays ; to summon all com- 
mittees, and to wait their commands ; to summon the 
key-keepers on the sealing of leases or other deeds ; 
to deliver the warrants for riding the franchises, ancl 
returning of numbers ; to invite the toast-masters on 
entertaining of the commons, and summon the juries 
for trying the worthiness of apprentices. 

Water Bailiffs’ Duty. 

Their duty is to attend the sword on all public 
days ; one on waiting Sundays ; to invite part of his 


Lordship’s company for collar days, the Aldermen 
and Sheriff’s Peers for waiting Sundays; to summon 
all Boards of Aldermen, general and post assemblies ; 
one to attend each market day, and whenever his 
Lordship thinks proper to walk ; to invite the Captain 
of the Guard, and the minister that preaches on 
waiting Sundays. 

High Constable’s Duty. 

His duty is to attend his Lordship every morning, 
and take his directions for that day’s business. To 
invite port of his Lordship’s company for public days. 
To summon the music for collar days ; to summon the 
constables to attend his Lordship; and to provide and 
deliver billets necessary for the troops to be billeted 
in this city. 

George Roe, Lord Mayor, 1842. 

John Martin, 
Assistant to the Town Clerk 

27th April, 1877. 
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APPENDIX No. 16. 


List of the Corporation of the Borough of Wexford, -with their Professions or Business, and the Corporation. 
Rateable Value of Premises bond jfide in their Occupation. 


Six Aldermen, viz. :■ 

j. John J. Walsh, Mayor,' Auctioneer, . 

2. John Greene, Landed Proprietor, Newspaper Propriel 

3. James M. Vicary, Land Agent, 

4. John Sinnott, Ironmonger, . 

5. Robert Stafford, Maltster, 
fi. Peter Murphy, Millwright, . 


Eighteen Town Councillors, i 
. Gerald O’B. Ryan, Solicitor, . 

!. Robert D. Walker, Hotel Proprietor, 

;. David Paris, Spirit Grocer, . 

. Joseph Lacy, Spirit Grocer, . 
i, Martin Huggard, Solicitor, . 

. John Hinton, Auctioneer, 

. Edward Walsh, Newspaper Proprietor, 

. William Devereux, Spirit Grocer, 
i. William Armstrong, Grocer and Provision Merchant, 
i. Lett Sealy Jeffares, Spirit Grocer, 

. John J. Harpur, Nursery and Seeds man, 

. Michael Delaney, Baker, . ■ ■ 

James P. Devereux, Corn Merchant, Maltster, and Ship Owner, 

. Richard Fortune, Cooper, Butter Merchant, and Publican, 
i. Joseph O’Connor, Baker, ..... 

. Peter Synnott, Maltster, . ■ „ • • ; 

Jasper W. Walsh, Timber Merchant, and Secretary of Harbour Commissioners, 
. William Timpson, Junior, Watchmaker and Jeweller, 


r, and County Magistrate, 


of Property 
will, in the 
Borough. 


16 10 0 
37 5 0 


Wexford, 26th June, 1S77. 


Correct. 

Thomas M. O’Leary, Town Clerk. 


Abstract of the Accounts of the Receipts and Expenditure of the Corporation of the Borough of 
Wexford for the year ended 30th September, 1876. 

Borough Fund. 

Expenditure. 


Natu; 


Receipts. 

: of Receipt. 


To Balance in hands of Treasurer on the 30th Sep- 
tember, 1875, 

„ Borough Rate collected and lodged, . 

„ Rents of Corporate Property, .... 

„ Dog License Duty, 

„ Miscellaneous Receipts, viz.: — 

Fish Stalls, . • • . £3 la 4 

Government Contribution in lieu 
of Borough Rate on Govern- 
ment Property, . . .440 

Do. Proportion of Salaries of 
Sanitary Officers, . • ■ 27 2 11 

Use of Forms and Town Hall, . 4 10 0 
Amount of Travelling Expenses to 
London returned bv Alderman 
Stafford, . ■ . . 10 0 0 

Amount from Board of Public 
Works, balance of deposit_to 
meet expenses of Loan to 1872, 6 10 5 

„ Pipe-water Receipts, viz.: — 

’ Rents, ... *207 0 0 

Rent of Pipe Fields, . . . 16 ^ 3 

„ Net Balance due to Treasurer at end of year, - 


749 13 
382 8 
22 16 


XI, 471 0 3J 


Nature of Expenditure. 

By Corporation buildings, new works and 
,, Lighting — Gas Company, for lightin 

„ „ Gas for Mayor’s Office, 

„ Scavenging and Sewerage, &c., 

„ Buckets for Fire Engine, 

,, Salaries, viz.: — 

Town Clerk, 


Town Sergeant, . . . 21 

Office Cleaner, ... 2 

Executive Sanitary Officer, 20 

Consulting Sanitary Officer, 15 

Sub-Sanitary Officer, . . 20 

„ Collection Fees, . 

„ Rents of Corporate Property and Taxes, . 
i, New Market — Rent, . . . £50 

,, Mortgage Account, Instalments 

of Principal and Interest, . 43 

„ Amount lodged with Board of 
PublicWorks to meetexpenses 
of Loan for Building Market, 6 


528 8 
10 3 
163 12 


200 10 
44 9 1 
57 12 


0 0 


„ Printing, Stationery, and Advertising, 

„ Local Government Board for Audit, 

„ Sewer Grates, &c., 

„ Clothes for Mayor’s Sergeant, .... 
„ Erection of Barricade at a House destroyed by 

Fire, 

„ Repairs of Fountain, &c., .... 

„ Pipe-water Expenditure, viz. : — 

Works and Repairs, . . XG0 18 0 

Collection Fees, • . . 10 8 0 

Salary of Treasurer, . . 10 0 0 

„ Superintendent of 
Works, . . . . 5 ! n n 

„ New Waterworks, .... 

„ Rents and Taxes 

„ Incidental Expenses, 

„ Disallowed by Auditor, . 


145 6 
50 18 
35 15 1 
31 18 


£1,471 0 3i 
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Abstract of 
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Sligo. 

Corporation. 


Abstract of 
Accounts. 


388 LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND TAXATION INQUIRY COMMISSION (IRELAND). 

Local Government (Ireland) Provisional Order (Wexford) Confirmation Act, 1873, and tlie Towns Improve- 
ment (Ireland) Act, 1854. 


Receipts. 

future of Receipt. 


AmouDt. 


To Cash in hands of Town Clerk, SOtb September, 

1875 6 2 3 

„ Amount of Rates collected and lodged during 

the year, 1,626 0 10 

„ Rent of Premises in Gibson-street, less Poor 

Rates, 4 6 0 

„ Government Contribution in lieu of Rates on 

Government Property, .... 770 

„ Fines and Costs under the Towns 

Improvement Act, . . £93 18 8 

Proportion ol Fines under Licensing 

Act, . . . . . 38 15 0 

132 13 S 


£1,776 9 9 


Expenditure. 

Nature of Expenditure. 

By Balance due to Treasurer, 30th September, 1875, 
„ Flagging and Repairs of Streets and Footpaths, 
„ Improvement of Streets, including £119 for 
making New Road from Bride-street to MiU- 
road, and £17 for making Water Tables in 

Trinity-street, 

,, Sewerage, 

„ Proportion of Grand Jury Cess payable by the 
Borough of Wexford, . , . 

„ Incidental expenses, including £9 for preparing 
Rate and Collection Books, 

„ Law Costs, 

„ Officers' Salaries, viz. : — 

Town Clerk, . . . £40 0 0 

Town Surveyor, . . . 10 0 0 

„ Collector’s Fees, 

„ Advertising and Printing, 

„ Local Government Board for Audit, . 

„ Casli in hands of Town Clerk at end of ye 
„ Balance due by Treasurer at end of year, . 


Amount. 
£ ». d. 
12 19 8 


802 10 8 

10 5 8 
6 8 8 


50 0 i 
183 10 
12 2 . 


I certify that the foregoing is a true abstract of the Accounts of the Corporation of Wexford for the year 
ended 30th September, 1876. 

Dated 20th April, 1877. Geo. W. Finlay, Local Government Auditor. 


APPENDIX No. 17. 

SLIGO. 

Population in 1871, 10,670. 
Corporation of the Borough of Sligo. 


Mayor. 

James Nelson, esq. 

A Idermen. 

William Middleton, esq. 
James Tiglie, esq. 

Thomas O'Donovan, esq., J. 


Daniel Magill, esq. 
James Kidd, -esq., J.p. 
Charles Sedley, esq. 


James W. Sedley, esq. 
Michael Golden, esq. 
Maurice Conroy, esq., j.r. 
Martin W. Philips, esq. 
William Connolly, esq. 
Bernard Colieary, esq. 
Henry Dudgeon, esq. 
Patrick Keighron, esq., j.p. 


Robert Hunter, esq., j.p. 
James Dohcrtj - , esq., j.p. 
Alexander Gillinor, esq., j 
Charles Anderson, esq., j.i 
Stephen M. Cherry, esq. 
John G. Davis, esq, 


Abstract of the Accounts of the Corporation of Sligo for the Year ended the 29th September, 1875, e 
the Receipts anil Expenditure under the several heads during that period. 

Receipts. 


Nature of Receipt. 

To Balance in hands of Treasurer — 

Town Hall Account, .... 
Sanitary Account, .... 
Borough Rate collected and lodged in Bank, 
Sanitary Rate collected and lodged with Treasurer, 
Proceeds of Bill discounted by Bank, 

Cash received for Debenture Mortgages, 


Nature of Expenditure. 


Mayors for 1868, 1869, 1870, 1871, 1S72, 1873, 
Town Clerk, -Treasurer- and- Acoountant, 
Borough Surveyor, Constable, and Watch- 

Collector’s Poundage (including balance due, 
1874), ..... 

Printing, Stationery, and Advertising, . 

Rent and Taxes, . . . . 

Office Expenses (including Fuel, &c.), . 

Payments to Grand-Jury, County Sligo, 

Interest on Debt, • . 

„ Bills and Bank Account, 

Borough Rate paid in error (refunded), . . 

„ Boundaries (erection of), 

„ Coroner's Fees, and Expenses of Inquests, 

Repairs of Streets and Footways (including 
balance due, 1874), 

Scavenging, . . 

Lighting (including arrear of .1874), 

Pumps, . . .... 

Law Costs, . , ■ . 

Weights and Measures, . 

Amount paid to meet Bills drawn on Treasurer, 
Audit of Acconnts-(2 years), 

Miscellaneous; 


Nature of Receipt. Amount. 

£ s. d. 

To Rents, . . . . . 72 13 3 

„ (Apartments in Town Hall), . . 155 13 6 

Petty Sessions Fines, . . . . 36 19 9 

Dog Licence Duty, . . . 13 19 8 


Expenditure. 

Amount. 


392 3 9 
75 8 10 
0 15 9 


932 3 ' 1 
135 19 10 
749 17 3 
29 9 6 
24 6 10 
19 13 0 
785 0 0 
33 12 0 
12 4 10 


Nature of Expenditure. 


By Town Hall — 

Erection of, . . . J 

Rent of Site, . . • 

Interest on Current Bills, and 


Sanitary Expenses, viz. — 

Salaries of Officers, . 
Collector’s Poundage on Rate of 
1S73-4, . 

Sewerage, 

Printing and Stationery, 
Balance in Provincial Bank, 

„ in hands of Treasurer — 


£11,097 10 5 

I certify the foregoing to be a true abstract of tbe Receipts and Expenditure of the Corporation of Sligo for 
the year ended the 29th September, 1875. 

" , ' Dated this 28th day of August, 1876. — — — Edward J. Browne, Auditor. 

- ' - .... 
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Sligo Butter Market. 


Arr. No. IT. 


Master of the Balls’ Opinion. 


I think that the report states correctly the several 
Acts of Parliament bearing on the important subject- 
matter of this case ; but in some of the conclusions 
which it draws it will require variations, the extent 
of which will appear in the answers to the other 
queries which I annex, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6. The 
offices of public weighmaster (as stated in substance 
in the report), are entirely distinct and separate, the 
former deriving his authority from the statute of 
Anne, and the latter from the 52nd Geo. III., c. 134. 
It appears to me that the appointment of butter 
weighmaster is vested in the Corporation, and if no 
appointment was made to that office since Mr. 
Wynne’s death, it seems to me that the office is 
vacant. The Court of Queen’s Bench, in a case from 
the borough of Sligo itself (Kelly v. Molony, 4 
Irish C. L. Reports, p. 413, which see), decided that 
the offices of weighmaster of butter and of taster of 
butter were not two separate offices, and that tasting 
was merely a function of the office of weighmaster of 
butter, and that therefore there was but one office 
under 52nd Geo. III., c. 134, viz., weighmaster of 
butter. Having regard to the decision I think the 
Corporation can only appoint to one office, that of 
weighmaster of butter, who will or can thereby become 
taster also. This office of weighmaster I think is a 
freehold office, and whoever is appointed he will, I 
think, be entitled to hold it for his life, except in case 
of his misbehaviour for which his removal is provided 
by the statute. I do not think that the Corporation 
can make by-laws for the management of the market. 
It would seem from the case of Kelly v. Moloney, 
above referred to, that the general tolls and customs 
of Sligo were considered to be vested in Mr. Wynne, 
and it is to be observed that the charter sent only grants 
such markets, &c., in the Corporation theretofore 
enjoyed, but, no doubt, a butter weighmaster, if the 
public resorted to him, would be able by his own 
arrangements to regulate, to a great extent, the con- 
duct of the market. The 10th Geo. IV., c. 41, has 
this important effect, that weighing and tasting before 


exposure to sale, is no longer obligatory; and therefore 
it depends very much on the public themselves now 
whether the appointment of a weighmaster will have 
sanction. With respect to the vacancy of the office, 
this is also to be borne in mind, that if anyone 
has been for any time acting in the office of butter 
weighmaster, it is evidence to go to a jury of his laio- 
fnl appointment ; and in reference to this matter the 
case of Dexter v. Hayes, 11 Irish Common Law, 106, 
is a very strong decision. It would however appear 
to me very difficult for a pretender to the office in the 
borough of Sligo to sustain a presumed appointment, 
but it is a view which cannot be altogether lost sight 
of. I think that the Corporation could not farm out 
the office or the fees of the office of weighmaster. 
The statute gives those fees to the officer and not to 
the Corporation ; and it appeal's to me that a farming 
out of the office in appropriating part of its revenue 
would be contrary to public policy. 

7 & 8. In my opinion the Corporation is not en- 
titled to any account in respect of the emoluments 
mentioned, they are no part of the corporate revenues; 
and during the time these fees were received, when 
there was no legal weighmaster of butter, the only 
persons who could get back the money seems to me 
to be the persons who paid it, but their right to 
recover back would depend upon a variety of circum- 
stances, which in any given case might be different 
from any other ; but it seems to me that in no view 
would the Corporation be entitled to any account 
which was received by the party usurping the office. 
The proper course for the Corporation to pursue and 
strikes me is to make this appointment, and then the 
butter weighmaster could bring his action against any 
one disturbing him in his office. See Dexter v. 
Hayes, above mentioned. 

Edward Sullivan. 

32, Fitzwilliam-place, 

23rd October, 1867. 


Sligo. 

Master of the 
Rolls' opinion 


Opinion on Additional Queries. 


I have stated in my former opinion that the Cor- 
poration of Sligo could not farm out the office of 
butter weighmaster, so as to get the fees, or a portion 
of them, for the benefit of the town. It appears to 
me that any agreements made with a person appointed 
to the office, whereby any part of the fees payable to 
him would go to the Corporation, would not be binding 
on the weighmaster, but I think that it is very plain 
that if a person be appointed weighmaster he could 
voluntarily surrender or give up to the Corporation 
all or part of the fees of his office, and his so doing 
would not in any way render -his appointment less 
valid. Indeed, I think further, even if the appointment 
was made on the express condition of his giving up 
the fees, that the appointment would stand good, and 
the condition would be considered void, and the 
appointee would take the fees just as if no such con- 
dition was imposed. In making an appointment now, 
it will, however, be safer to make no express condition 
or stipulation as to the fees. Let the appointment 
be made unfettered by any such arrangement, and 


Opinion on 
Additional 

then let the weighmaster deal voluntarily with the Queries, 
fees. There can be no possible objection to a private 
understanding in the matter, and the same course 
ought to be observed with respect to a resignation. 

It will be better not to appoint the mayor, such an 
appointment may cause embarrassment in more ways 
than one. There can certainly be no objection to the 
proposed bill containing clauses modifying or altering, 
as to the town of Sligo, the provisions of the old 
statute as to the butter weighmaster in his fees, &c. 

It unquestionably would be most desirable that the 
Local Act for the government of Sligo, viz., that of 
1803, should be materially and substantially altered, 
and it would appear to me that the regulation of the 
butter market would most properly come within the 
scope of such bilL 


Edward Sullivan. 


32, Fitzwilliam-place, 

7th November, 1867. 


Memorial of the Butter Merchants of Sligo. 


To the Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgesses of the 
Corporation of Sligo. 


Memorial of 

remedying the grievances under which the trade Merchants, 
consider they have been suffering for some considerable 


Sligo, March 26 th, 1877. 

The undersigned, who are engaged in the butter 
trade in Sligo, beg leave to memorialize and solicit the 
aid of the Corporation of Sligo, for the purpose of 


1st — The memorialists consider a principal griev- 
ance, Hie deficient and faulty qualification of the 
different classes of butter, and also the want of unifor- 
mity in such qualification. 

3 E 
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Apr. No. 17. 
Sligo. 

Memorial of 
Merchants. 


2nd — That memorialists consider it a grievance, 
that butter bought in country markets by shippers, is 
qualified in Sligo market for the buyers of it, differently 
from what it would be, if brought in by the makers of 
the butter. 

3rd — That the effect of such qualification has been 
most injurious to the buyers of legitimate Sligo crane 
brands, bought in the Sligo market, the consequence 
of which has been, that butter represented to be Sligo 
Market crane brands, although bought in country 
markets, and qualified they believe so differently, has 
been offered for sale, and sold in the Glasgow and other 
markets, at a lower price than Sligo legitimate crane 
brands could be purchased for in the Sligo market, an 
unfair competition being thereby established to the 
extent of at least 9s. to 10s. per cwt., and sometimes 
more. 

4th — The memorialists represent that such a state 
of affairs is most injurious to the character and the 
brand of the Sligo Butter Market, in which they believe 
that not only the trade, but the Corporation and the 
public generally, including sellers as well as buyers, 
have a direct interest. 

It was not until memorialists felt the injury to 
themselves and to the trade, and found that the 
character of the Sligo butter market was becoming 
degraded in the estimation of English and Scotch 
buyers, and that to such an extent that orders which 
would have come here, had been directed to other 
markets, that they endeavoured to get a remedy from 
the present weighmaster. 

As an illustration of the evils the memorialists 
complain of, butter under the very same brands, 
representing the same qualities, and implying that it 
is Sligo butter, although bought in country markets, 
has been sold in the Scotch and English markets at 
10s. per cwt. lower than Sligo legitimate crane brands, 
to the prejudice of the Sligo trade. 

With the view of remedying these evils, the 
memorialists have held several meetings, and passed 
resolutions which memorialists now submit to the 
Corporation, having submitted the same to Mr. Tighe, 
your weighmaster, and he having failed to make such 
changes as are required, memorialists therefore pray 
the Corporation to take the whole matter of the butter 
market into consideration, and take such steps as may 
seem to them to be appropriate for the purpose, and 
for the occasion. 

The resolutions will be found appended hereto : 

James Sinclair, 

John Lawrence, 

Robert Pettigrew, 

Middleton and Pollexfen, 

W. and J. Pettigrew, 

J ohn W illiam Davis, 

James Gallowat, 

M. Milmoe and Son, 

J AMES Crystal and Co., 

James M'Morrow, 

Frederick H. Pollexfen, 

Henry Gorman, 

John Kearinb, Ballymote. 


butter, but until a proper construction can be provided 
this meeting recommends that more assistance be 
provided to arrange the casks for inspecting and 
preventmg crowding of persons round the inspector 
6. That a copy of the resolutions passed at this meeting 
be sent to Mr. Tighe, the weighmaster and butter taster 
with a request that he take them into consideration’ 
and that he will kindly communicate his intentions 
to a meeting to be held on Tuesday next, December 
5th, at 7, p.m., or such meeting .as he may appoint to 
which time this meeting is adjourned." ’ 

Meeting, December 5th, 1876. 

The following reply was received from Mr. Tighe 
Sligo, December 5th, 1S7C 

My dear Sir, 

I have your esteemed favour of 29th ultimo, and 
copy of six resolutions passed at a meeting of the trade 
held on the evening of the 28th, in the Town Hall. 

1st — It is to be regretted that after so many years' 
service the butter inspector should have lost the con- 
fidence of the trade, and would be glad to have any 
suggestions from the trade that would remedy the evil 
they complain of, without resorting to dismissal of 
Deputy Inspector M'Clean. 

2nd — Paying inspector by salary would be contrary 
to the statute, which settles his fee at one penny per 
firkin. 

3rd — -I have always instructed the master cooper, 
Mr. Haire, to be particular, and am rather surprised 
to hear this complaint, and would be glad to have any 
suggestion from the trade that they think would remedy 
the cause of complaint, or make the cleansing of butter 
more effectual ; same time I am not aware of any legal 
authority invested in me for doing so. 

,4th — I refer the trade to the Fairs and Markets 
Bill, which regulates the weighing of all produce. 

5th — I believe the same protection is given the 
inspector now that has been given heretofore. Would 
the trade kindly say what more assistance is required 
for the arranging of casks, and who is to pay for it ? 

Your sixth resolution requires no remark from me ; 
but I cannot conclude without suggesting to the trade 
to consider and think over some reforms required (in 
my min d) in their system of doing business in the but- 
ter market. 

If the trade could, without injury to their own 
private interests, manage the purchase of butter, so as 
to give more confidence to the seller, so that, no matter 
how innocent or ignorant he may be, he will be certain 
to receive the full and fair market value of his butter, 
and I firmly believe this confidence is the first neces- 
sity to the making of the Sligo butter market at least 
double its present supplies. 

Very truly yours, 

James Tighe. 

John Pettigrew, esq., Secretary. 

After considering Mr. Tighe’s letter, it was resolved — 


James Kidd, Chairman. 

John Pettigrew, Hon. Secretary. 

Meeting, November 28 th, 1876. 

1. That this meeting has no confidence in the present 
inspector of the Sligo butter market. 

2 That any inspector existing, or to be appointed, 
should be paid by salary. 

3. That butter, previous to weighing, is not properly 
or sufficiently cleaned, thereby entailing a loss to the 
trade in the net weighing of the article. 

4. That the system of weighing in Sligo market 
should be one pound from standing beam, and uni- 
formity secured. 

. 5. That the construction of the present butter 
market is almost prohibitory of proper inspection of 


1st — That this meeting repeats and confirms the ex- 
pression of dissatisfaction and want of confidence in the 
present deputy inspector, and unhesitatingly requests 
that the weighmaster shall appoint a new deputy in- 
spector, who shall be in a position to act independently 
of both buyers and sellers, and there being nothing in 
the statute to prohibit him (the weighmaster) from 
appointing his own deputies, he can therefore pay them 
by salaries, whilst his own perquisites may be limited 
to a fee of one penny per cask. 

2nd — That as regards the third resolution, this meet- 
ing is of opinion that the master cooper should also be 
paid by salary, the weighmaster taking his fee in the 
same manner as for inspecting and weighing, and that 
stated persons should wait on and attend the master 
cooper for the purpose of properly cleansing the butter. 
This meeting expresses no want of confidence in the 
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master cooper, but strongly recommends a change of 
svstem of coopering and cleansing. 

3rd — That as regards the third and fourth resolu- 
tions, additional assistance should be supplied to the 
master cooper, in order that the operation may be 
more effectual, as applicable to both cleansing and the 
nett weighing of the butter. 

Meeting, December 12 th, 1876. 

1st — That the meeting being now assembled as an 
adjourned meeting from that of oth instant, for the 
purpose of heai-ing from Mr. Tighe, the weighmaster, 
his decision as to the request of the trade, to appoint a 
new deputy inspector, and having waited till after 
eight o’clock without having received any intimation 
from Mr. Tighe, this meeting feels much disappointed 
and dissatisfied with Mr. Tighe’s inattention to the 
interests of the butter trade, as expressed to him, and 
to his breach of promise in not informing this meeting 
of his decision as regards the appointment of a deputy 
inspector. 

2nd — That this meeting believes Mr. Tighe’s inat- 
tention to the representations of the butter trade 
indicates his indisposition to remedy the grievances 
complained of ; and inasmuch as the appointment of 
butter weighmaster and butter taster was made by the 
Corporation, and although the appointment having 
been made for life, which implies irresponsibility to 
their authority, yet this meeting cannot believe that 
such large interests as are involved can exist without 


some control ; that a memorial, embodying the resolu- Apr. No. 17- 
tions passed at previous meetings of the trade, and 
already communicated to Mr. Tighe, be presented to j f ^rial of 
the mayor, with a request that he do call a special Butter 
meeting of the Town Council for the purpose of consi- Merchant-, 
dering the whole question of the butter market as 
affecting the trade, the Corporation, and the interests 
of the public generally, and that a deputation be per- 
mitted to attend such meeting for the purpose of 
expressing their views. 

3rd — That a committee consisting of the following 
gentlemen draw up a memorial to the Town Council, 
and that they also form a deputation to wait on the 
Town Council in case the mayor calls a meeting : — 


J. Sinclair, sen. 
J. Lawrence. 

J. M'Morrow. 

F. H. Pollexfen. 


M. Brat. 

R. Pettigrew. 
J. Pettigrew. 
J. Kidd. 


After the foregoing business had been transacted, a 
letter from Mr. Tighe was handed in at 9.20, which it 
was decided could not then be received, and the Secre- 
tary was requested to return the same to Mr. Tighe, 
with an intimation that if he wished to make any 
communication to the trade, a meeting would be held 
for the purpose of receiving it, or that it could be re- 
ceived and entertained at the meeting on next Tuesday 
evening, at 7.30, p.m., to which time this meeting stands 
adjourned. 


APPENDIX No. IS. 

GALWAY. 


Are. No. 18. 
Galway. 


Gth and 7th Wm. IV. ;,8th Vic., 10th and 11th Vic. ; and Galway Improvement Act, 1853. Number of 
Commissioners, 24. Number of Burgesses, 62G. Population in 1871, 13,435. Acreage within Municipal 
Boundary, 5,243 a. Or. Sp. Rateable value, £26,160. Poor Rate, 2s. 5 d: in the £1 ; Maintenance Rate, 
Is. 8 d. in the £1 ; Water Rate, Is. in the £1. Outstanding debt— (1) £1,600 due to gas company— incurred 
principally by the allocation of the funds of the Commissioners towards obt ainin g the special Act of 1853, 
instead of paying for the lighting of the town; (2) £15,000, loan from Board of Works for Waterworks ; 
(3) £3,000 from°same body, instalment of loau of £8,000 for sewerage purposes. Number of persons rated 
at £4 and up to £12, 245. 


Town Commissioners. 


Town Corn- 


Name and Profession. 

Captain James O’Hara, Chairman , j.p., d.l., Landed 
Proprietor, ...... 

Sir Valentine Blake, Baronet, J.r., 

George Morris, m.p., Land Agent, 

Major J. W. Lynch, j.p., d.i_, Landed Proprietor, 
Captain F. Blake-Forster, j.p., Landed Proprietor, . 
Henry S. Persse, J.P., Distiller, 

R. N. Somerville, j.p., Merchant, 

James Campbell, j.p., Corn Merchant, 

L. L. Ferdinand, Newspaper Proprietor, 

John M‘Dougall, Newspaper Proprietor, 

Denis Kelly, Farmer, .... 

Michael Dooley, Bootmaker, . 


Valuation. 
£ s. d. 
246 5 0 
126 0 0 
60 0 0 
SS0 0 0 
84 16 0 
485 15 0 
450 0 0 
305 0 0 
20 0 0 
51 0 0 
31 0 0 
35 0 0 


Michael Grealy, House Proprietor, 

Joseph Semple, Merchant., 

James Martyn, Miller and Com Merchant, 
E. D. Bnrke, Spirit Grocer, . 

James Davis, House Proprietor, 

John Gill, Hotel Keeper, 

Michael Sullivan, Farmer, 

Thomas Palmer, Brewer, 

P. T. Grealy, House Proprietor, 

Timothy Heveron, Draper, 

Robert Stephens, Solicitor, 

Edward Guilfoyle, Wine Merchant, . 


Valuation. 
£ s. d. 
253 0 0 
145 15 0 
138 0 0 
84 10 0 
150 0 0 
114 5 0 
241 0 0 
361 0 0 
186 10 0 
38 15 0 
30 0 0 
114 0 0 


Abstract of the Accounts of the Town Commissioners of Galway for the Year ended the 29th September, Abstract of 
1876, showing the Receipts and Expenditure under the several heads during that period. Accounts. 


Receipts. 
Nature of Receipt. 

Balance in hands of Treasurer, 

Rates lodged, 

Interest allowed by Treasurer, 


Waterworks Account. 


Amount. 
£ *. d. 

. 1,611 10 0 
. 574 4 7 

6 3 2 


Expenditure. 
Nature of Expenditure. 

Salaries and Wages, 

Materials, ..... 
Telegram, ..... 
Rent, . ..... 


Taxes, .... 
Instalment of Loan, 

Renewal Fines on Lease, 
Compensation for Damages to Lands, 
Law Costs, .... 
Balance due by Treasurer, . 


£2,190 17 9 


Amount. 
£ s. d. 
186 8 2 
981 3 0 
0 2 0 
32 4 6 
85 19 2 
328 4 7 
21 10 3 
58 4 6 
35 IS 0 
461 8 7 


£2,190 17 9 

3 E 2 
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Abstract of the Accounts of the Town Commissioners of Galway for the year ended the 29th Sentei h 
1876, showing the Receipts and Expenditure under the several heads during that period —continued 


Sewerage Account. 


Receipts. 
Nature of Receipt. 

On account of Loan of £8,000, 

From Local Government Board, on acco 
Salaries of Sanitary Officers, 

Board of Erasmus Smith's Schools, on accc 
opening Sewer, .... 
Interest allowed by Treasurer, 


For Manure, 

On account Rates o: 
Rates lodged, 
Balance due Treasu 


Government Property, 


Balance in Bank, . 

Tolls, 

At North Crane, 

,, East „ 

„ West „ 

„ Weigh Bridge, 

„ Boliermore, 

Forster-street, 

„ Newcastle, . 

„ Rahoou, £1 Os. lOcf. ; Victoria-] 
Mercliants’-quav, 12s. 

,, North-road, 

„ Railway Gap, 

„ Williamsgate-street, 

„ Eyre-street, 

„ Pig Market, 

From Standings, 

On Slaughter-house Account, 

,, Do. Private, 

For Keys of Square, . 

„ Hay of do. 

„ Fines on Watchmen. 12s. ; Stallions, 
Rent of Land, 22s. Crf., 

„ Stones sold, and Cleaning of Sewers, 
„ Theatre in Square, 

From Small Fairs, 

,, Sewerage Account, Amount paid 

Fines from Petty Sessions, 

Interest allowed by Treasurer, 


£034 8 

6 

TREETS AND 

£ t 

il. 

90 11 

0 

(19 3 

8 

1,17S 19 

9 

(153 6 

s 

£1,998 1 

1 

Abstract o 

£ s. 

d. 

21 13 

0 

983 16 

10 

12 17 

LI 

12 1G 

4 

22 16 

0 

107 1 

G 

S5 C 


188 12 


16 0 

11 

2 7 

10 

48 1 

4 

35 2 

9 

8 19 


11 13 


0 0 

0 

15 11 

G 

50 1 

10 

IS 0 

0 

9 0 

0 

1 0 

0 

3 4 

6 

1 ■ 0 

0 

1 0 

0 

16 7 

3 

10 6 

1 

51 14 

8 

0 1G 

3 


Expenditure. 

Nature of Expenditure. 


Sanitary Officers’ Salaries, . 

Law Costs, .... 
Proportion of Secretary's Salary, . 

Plans for Sewerage, 

Construction of Small Sewers, &c. . 
Instalment on account of Loan, 

On account of Repairs to Slaughter House, 
Cheque Book, 

Balance due by Treasurer, . , 


Receiver and Collector of Tolls, and Watchmen, 
Tolls handed to Gas Company, 

Additional Wages allowed to Tolls Collectors, 

Do. do. 'Watchmen, 
Gardener, .... 

Slaughter House Keeper, . 

Salary to Secretary, 

Balance on Account, Repairs to Slaughter House, 
Rent and Taxes — including £84, three years’ Re 
of Slaughter House, 

Repairs of Lamps, . 

New Weights for Cranes, &c. 

Election Expenses, . 

Cheque Books, 

Clothing for Watchmen, 

Repairs of Town Clock, 

Fuel and Gas for Slaughter House and Toll House, 
Printing and Posting Bills, 

Law Costs, 

Salary of Town Steward, . 

Sundries, including drawbacks at Crar 
Balance, .... 


Amount. 

120 0 3* 
16 15 5 
15 0 0 
1!)G 13 4 
44 8 5 
14 9 G 
90 0 0 
0 2 1 


20 14 0 
35 2 0 
C3 11 2 
73 19 10 


0 10 5 
11 15 C 
14 0 0 
4G 15 2 


12 2 
25 0 
42 13 1 


I certify the foregoing to be a true abstract of the Receipts and Expenditure of the Town Commissioners of 
Galway for the year ended the 29th September, 1876. 

_ Arthur M‘Hugh, Auditor. 

Dated this 23rd day of December, 1876. 


Ait. No. 19. 
Cashel. 


APPENDIX No. 19. 

CASHEL. 


Towns Improvement Act of 1854. Population, .4,562. Number of Burgesses, 141.. Rateable Value of 
Property, £5,687. Number of Persons Rated at £4 and up to £12, 125. Acreage within Municipal 
Area, 4,018. No Rates levied. 


Town Com- 
missioners. 


Town Commissioners. 


Name and Occupation. Rating. 

£ *. d. 

Cahill, Janies C., Merchant (Cloth), 20 O 0 

Coyle, Michael M., Apothecary 13 10 0 

Dolan, Michael, Veterinary Surgeon, . . . 22 0 0 

Dwyer, Michael, Merchant (Spirits and Leather), 17 0 0 

Dwyer, Matthew, da, (Cloth), . . . 12 0 0 

Ferris, Daniel, do., (Toys), . . 16 10 0 

Hackett, Patrick, do., (Grocery, Spirits, and 

Hardware), 1600 

Xaffan, Thomas, Surgeon, 25 O 0 


Name arid Occupation. Rating. 

£ s. d. 

Meara, Andrew’, Merchant (Cloth), . . . 27 0 O’ 

Moloney, Daniel, Surgeon, 14 15 0 

Mullins, John, Merchant (Grocery, Spirits, and 
Hardware), - 4b 0 0 

O'Sullivan, Michael, Merchant (Grocery and Spirits), 12 5 0 

Sayers, Hugh T., Solicitor, 25 0 ® 

Scully, Denis J., Petty Sessions Clerk, . . • 14 5 „ 

Wood, John, Apothecary 17 O o 
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General Abstract of the Accounts of the Town Commissioners of the City of Cashel for one Year ended 
May 1st, 1876. 


1876, 1st May. 

To Amount received: — 

Per Rental, 

Butter Market Tolls (Wednesdays), 

• Do. do. (Saturdays), . . 

Rent of Town Hall, .... 

For Stones, 

Do. 

Manure, 

Gas, .... —41 5 18 8 

Coke 87 3 6 


Dog Tax, 

Grand Jury Presentments, 


£ s. d. 

1,224 14 8 
19 10 4 
16 8 6 
1 15 0 
1 0 0 
0 8 6 
31 0 6 


503 2 2 
12 4 6 
223 5 6 


1876, 1st May. 

By Balance due to Treasurer on closing last 
year’s Account, ..... 
By Amount paid : — 

Salaries and Wages, .... 

Gas Expenditure 

Rent, Rcntcharge, and Taxes, 
Scavenging, ...... 

Grants for Educational purposes, . 
Flagging and Street Repairs, 

Building, 

Incidentals, 

Grants for Clothing .... 
Water Works, Repairs, 

Advertising, Printing, and Stationery, . 
Interest, . . ... 

Agency Fees, 

Butter Market Expenses, 

Balance due by Treasurer, . 


£ s. d. 

156 0 7 

190 18 2 
627 8 4 
105 15 6 
37 12 10 
250 0 0 
172 12 4 
6 10 0 
17 16 0 
40 0 0 

32 5 7 
12 1 4 
50 2 4 
109 12 0 
56 0 0 

168 14 8 


App. No. 19. 

Casliel. 
Abstract of 
Accounts. 


Cashel, June 23, 1877. 


John Corby, Town Clerk. 


List of Lands or Tenements the Property of the Corporation of which Leases have fallen in since Lands or 
1840. Names of Parties to whom re-let; the rents, and terms for which Leases were made ; the 
rateable value on Griffith’s valuation ; stating if any of the Parties to whom Leases were made have fallen in. 
were at the time, or shortly before or since, Members or Officers of the Corporation, or nearly 
related to such. 



January 30th, 1877. 


John Corby, Town Clerk. 


Extracts from the Minute Books of the Town Commissioners of the city of Cashel. 


1843, October '20. — The object of the meeting 
having been to appoint valuators for the Corporation 
lands : 

Moved by Mr. Dolan, seconded by Mr. Coman — 

“ That Thomas Heffernan of Ballynatun, and John 
Loughnane of Boytenrath, be appointed to value said 
lands, and that they be paid a sum of j£ 10 each for 
such valuation they first subscribing a declaration to 
the following effect : — 


1844, February 26 . — Moved by Mr. Coman, 
seconded by Mr. Power — 

“That leases be made to such of the tenants as 
apply at the rent exclusive of the rentcharge ascer- 
tained by the valuation, and that our agent be directed 
to take proceedings against those tenants that do not 
settle.” 

Am amendment was moved by Mr. Corby, seconded 
by Air. Desmond — 

“ That leases be only made on the old rents.” 


Extracts from 
Minute Books. 


“ We, Thomas Heffernan and John Loughnane, do 
solemnly declare according to the provisions of the 
statute in that case made and provided, that we will 
truly, faithfully, and diligently examine into the value 
of the different lands, farms, and tenements (the cor- 
porate property of the city of Cashel), which we may 
be appointed to value by the Commissioners of the 
said city, and that we will estimate the value of said 
lands, farms, and tenements to the best of our judg- 
ment, knowledge, and skill, at such value as would he 
according to our judgment, knowledge, and skill a 
fair and reasonable rent between landlord and tenant 
in this county, according to the circumstances of 
each case.” 


The motion was carried by a majority of 10 to 3. 
Moved by Mr. Dolan, seconded by Mr. Coman — 

“ That the tenancy commence at 29th September, 
1843.” 

“ 4fA June, 1860. — Ordered — That the agent, Air. 
Coman, be directed to have a notice to quit served 
upon Richard Stapleton for having entered into the 
possession of Judith Ryan’s farm, without liberty from 
the Commissioners, and for not satisfying the tenant 
in a just and reasonable claim which she had on the 
land." 

Correct. 

John Corbt. 

Cashel, May 29, 1877. 
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Arp. No. 19. 
Cashel. 

Extracts from 
Minute Books. 


The following resolution was passed by the Town 
Commissioners of Cashel, on the 7th May, 1SG0 : — 
Moved by Dr. Russell, seconded by Mr. James 
Dunn — 

Resolved : — “ That the resolution entered on the 
minutes of the GtlrMarch, last, ordering James Keating 


to be ejected in consequence of having subdivided his 
farm shall be rescinded, but that in future any tenant 
Parting with a portion of his land without the sanction 
of the Commissioners shall be dispossessed.” 

John Corby, Town Clerk. 


Appropriation 
of Corporate 


- Scheme for the Appropriation of the Corporate Funds, Cashel. 
The Right Honorable the Attorney-General at the relation of Robert Stritch,. . 

■William Pennefather, Charity M. Pennefather, his Wife; Richard Long,- and- the ' 
Commissioners of the City of Cashel, • 


Plaintiff ; 
Defendants. 


To the Right Honorable Sir Edward Bdrtenshaw Sugden, Lord High Chancellor of Ireland. 

May it please your Lords’hip, laying down .the .necessary pipes and other matters 

Pursuant to a decree made in this cause, bearing date necessary for lighting the city of Cashel with gas. 
the 19th day of January, 1843, whereby it was referred Fourth — That the sum of £1,000, portion of said 
to me to take an account of the rents and profits re- ! ae3ue ra ^ es , Le expended by the said Commissioners 
ceived by the' defendant, William Pennefather, out of ^ procuring the necessary supply of water for the in- 
the lands and premises comprised in the lease bearing habitants of said city of Cashel, by digging wells, lay- 
date the 13th day of September, 1830, from the com- ing water pipes, forming water cuts, erecting fountains 
mencemeiit of the said lease to the present time ; and au< ^ greeting such other works as may be necessary for 
also to approve of a proper scheme for the appropria- securing to the inhabitants a constant supply of pure 
tion of the income hereafter to arise from the estate in water. 


the pleadings in this cause mentioned, and of the funds 
which shall be paid into Court in this cause ; I have 
inquired into the several matters so to me referred in 
the presence of the respective counsel and solicitors 
for the plaintiff and defendants, and also (with the 
concurrence of the Attorney-General) counsel and soli- 
citors for certain of the inhabitants of the city of 
Cashel ; and I find that the rents and profits of the 
lands and premises comprised in the said lease amount 
to the annual sum of .£600, and the several parties, 
plaintiff aaid-defeudants in said suit, having ascertained 
among themselves, and recipx-ocally agreed that the 
rents and profits received by the. defendant, William 
Pennefather, out of said lands and premises from the 
commencement of said lease to the present time, after 
making him all just allowances, amount to the sum of 
306,000 sterling, I find same accordingly, and the fol- 
lowing scheme for the appropriation of the income 
arising from the estate above mentioned, and which 
amounts to the before-mentioned annual sum of £600, 
and of the funds to be paid into Court, consisting of 
the above-mentioned sum of £6,000, having been sub- 
mitted to me, and canvassed and discussed by the 
counsel of the several parties hereinbefore mentioned, 

I have, with their- assent, approved thereof, to wit. : 

“ Proposed scheme for the appropriation of the sum 
due for mesne rates and the annual rents and profits 
of the lands and premises in the pleading mentioned, 
in pursuance of tire decree in- this cause, which said 
mesne rates amount to £6,000, and which said annual 
rents and profits amount to £600 per a.nrmm 

First — That a sum of £700, portion of said mesne 
rates, shall be laid out by the Commissioners of the 
city of Cashel, elected pursuant to the provisions of 
the Act passed in the ninth year of the reign of his 
late Majesty King George IV., intituled ‘An Act to 
make provision for the Lighting, Cleansing, and Wa- 
tering Cities, Towns Corporate, and Market Towns in 
Ireland in certain cases’— in paving, flagging, and im- 
proving the streets of the city of Cashel. 

Second — That the sum of £300, portion of said 
mesne rates, or such part thereof as may be necessary, 
be applied by the said Commissioners in liquidation of 
the costs incurred by them in this cause and in the trial 
of the issues therein directed, when same shall be duly 
taxed and certified, and if there be any residue of said 
£300 after payment of said costs, that same shall be 
kid out in the purchase of clothing, to be distributed 
to the poor of Cashel by a committee of the clergy of 
Cashel of all denominations. 

Third — That a sum of £2,000, portion of said 
mesne rates, be expended by the said Commissioners 
in erecting a suitable gas house, and procuring and 


Fifth— That a sum of £100, portion of said mesne 
rates, be applied towards the formation of a lying-in 
hospital for the poor of the city. 

Sixth — That a sum of £460, portion of said mesne 
rates, be applied by the said Commissioners in payment 
of the purchase money of the Rev. Mr. Whitty’s inte- 
rest in the lands and premises called Cottrell’s lot, part 
of the Corporation lands in the city of Cashel. 

Seventh— That a sum of £200, portion of said 
mesne rates, be applied in making a short road from, 
said city of Cashel to the Commons of Cashel, or in 
repairing the present road from same to same. 

Eighth — That the sum of £240, portiou of said 
mesne rates, be applied in erecting, a mechanics’ insti- 
tute and temperance hall in said city of Cashel, said 
several sums; of £2,000, £700, £300, £1,000, £100, 
£460, £240,. and, £200, be duly accounted for by said 
Commissioners before the Master in this cause. 

Ninth — That a sum of £1,000, portion of said 
mesne rates, ‘be advanced to the Cashel Loan Board, 
established in said city of Cashel, in connexion with 
and under tire control of the Dublin Board. 

Tenth - — That a sun of £160 a year, portion of the 
rents of said premises, be applied by the said Commis- 
sioners towards the lighting, cleansing, and supplying 
with water the city of Cashel. 

Eleventh — That a sum of £200 a year, portion of 
the rents and profits of said ‘lands and premises, be 
applied to the support and maintenance of schools in 
said city of Cashel, that is to say : — £180 a year for 
two day schools, one for the education of boys and 
the other of girls, under the control of the National 
Board; and £20 a year for the support of similar 
schools under the control of the Protestant minister. 

Twelfth — That a sum of £120 a year, portion of 
said rents and profits, be applied towards the mainte- 
nance and support of the said lying-in hospital hereto- 
fore mentioned. 

Thirteenth — That the sum of £40 a year, portion 
of said rents and profits, be applied to tire purchase of 
blankets to be distributed to the poor housekeepers of 
Cashel — to be distributed at Christmas by a committee 
of the clergy of Cashel of all denominations. 

It is further proposed, as soon as there shall he any 
accumulation of the surplus rents and profits, to apply 
to the Court to have same expended for any charitable 
purposes which circumstances may render advisable. 
All which I certify and submit to your lordship as my 
report, this 2nd day of January, 1844. 

(Signed), E Litton. 

William Kemmis, Solicitor. 

Received 2nd January, 1844. 

Frans. Prendergast, Regr. 
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